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over. It is about following through. 
Kansans sent me here to stay focused 
on results, not political noise. I will 
continue working to make sure this 
body delivers real outcomes for the Big 
First District of Kansas and keeps its 
promises to the people whom we serve. 

f 

PUTTING AMERICANS FIRST 
(Mr. COSTA of California was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, first, I 
would like to say thank you to STENY 
HOYER for an incredible career and for 
being a role model and my friend. He is 
always a class act. 

I also rise today to speak for the fam-
ilies who are forced to choose between 
groceries, rent, and healthcare because 
prices keep climbing. Affordability is 
equal to economic stability. Let me re-
peat that: Affordability is equal to eco-
nomic stability. Americans are strug-
gling to pay for groceries, rent, gas, 
and healthcare. They are drowning 
under rising costs while promises to 
lower the cost of living have remained 
unfulfilled by this administration. 

On day one, President Trump said he 
would put America first and lower 
costs. Instead, he pardoned violent in-
surrectionists, a mob that attacked 
this Capitol to overthrow a fair and 
free election. It was an attack that re-
sulted in the deaths of five law enforce-
ment officers. 

We were promised America First, but 
what we are seeing is that a majority 
of Americans, who have been polled on 
whether we are headed on the right 
track or the wrong track, believe that 
we are on the wrong track. 

This administration has prioritized 
costly foreign entanglements without 
transparency or congressional approval 
while working families pay the price at 
home. 

Instead of protecting the economic 
well-being of Americans, we are seeing 
the following: Tariff policies are in-
creasing the costs of essential goods. 
My farmers are struggling, as well as 
American consumers. Healthcare costs 
are skyrocketing for millions. Critical 
programs that help families stay afloat 
are under attack. The cuts in Medicaid 
and the Affordable Care Act, as well as 
SNAP and other programs, are taking 
their toll. 

Take healthcare as an example. The 
enhanced premium tax cuts that help 
millions afford coverage are now ex-
pired. In California, new enrollments 
are down 31 percent last year, and 
nearly 190,000 families have canceled 
coverage because it is no longer afford-
able. Middle-class Americans who are 
earning more than $62,000 are no longer 
eligible for the Federal premium tax 
credits, doubling cancellations from 8 
percent to 16 percent. 

Californians are switching to bronze 
plans to save on premiums, but these 
plans carry higher deductibles. For 
pregnancy care or cancer care treat-
ment, costs can more than double com-
pared to silver plans. 

In my district, over 65,000 families 
risk losing Medicaid, and another 22,000 
families will face higher premiums and 
out-of-pocket costs. Nationwide, nearly 
100,000 American families could lose 
their coverage each year if Congress 
fails to act. 

Last year, Republicans passed a par-
tisan bill that failed to renew the es-
sential premium tax credits, forcing 
millions of Americans to pay higher 
costs this year, even though a bipar-
tisan solution is at hand. Families, 
therefore, unfortunately, are left wait-
ing. 

Americans are also struggling with 
the rising costs of energy, transpor-
tation, and other critical services. 
What we need are bipartisan solutions 
that create jobs, lower costs, and in-
crease enhanced premium tax credits 
so millions of American families can 
afford their healthcare. 

What we need is bipartisan legisla-
tion such as my bipartisan Rural 
Homeownership Continuity Act that 
will reduce financing costs and bipar-
tisan legislation on permitting reform 
to get infrastructure like energy, 
transportation, and housing projects 
more quickly approved for working 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, we need bipartisan solu-
tions, and they are clear. Congress 
must act now to ease costs, expand ac-
cess to healthcare, and invest in the fu-
ture of our communities throughout 
the country. 

The cost of living is not a partisan 
issue. It is not. It is a matter of fair-
ness, security, and justice. From gro-
ceries to gas and from rent to 
healthcare, Americans cannot afford to 
wait any longer. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we get 
together. It is time for Congress to act 
in a bipartisan effort to renew the 
sense of Congress as the people’s House 
that we can work together. It is time, 
Mr. Speaker, for Congress to act. 
America’s people, American citizens, 
and our constituents must come first. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF CARL J. STEWART, JR. 

(Mr. MOORE of North Carolina was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and service of Carl J. Stewart, Jr., a 
proud son of Gaston County, North 
Carolina, and a former speaker of the 
North Carolina House of Representa-
tives, who passed away on December 23 
at the age of 89. 

Carl grew up in a working-class fam-
ily as the son of two Firestone Mill em-
ployees. He earned a scholarship that 
helped him attend Duke University and 
Duke University Law School. He then 
went on to serve in the North Carolina 
House for 13 years and made history as 
the first speaker elected to serve two 
consecutive terms. 

b 1115 
Throughout his life, Carl was a very 

well-respected attorney in our area 

with an absolutely great law practice. 
He combined his legal work with public 
service, along with serving in the legis-
lature. He held leadership roles on the 
North Carolina Board of Transpor-
tation, the North Carolina Economic 
Development Board, the North Caro-
lina Ports Authority, as well as the 
North Carolina Ethics Commission. 

His legacy lives on in the infrastruc-
ture and educational access that he 
helped build, especially at Gaston Col-
lege. For six decades, Carl Stewart 
served the community college, first as 
a business law instructor, then as legal 
counsel, forming a partnership with 
college presidents and board members 
rooted in innovation, integrity, and un-
wavering commitment to student suc-
cess. In every role, he focused on build-
ing a stronger North Carolina, and he 
really put in so much time to improve 
the lives of folks in Gaston County. 
Whether it was education or other 
things, you name it, he was always 
there. 

I will tell you one thing about Carl. 
He never lost sight of where he came 
from, and he spent his life helping. I 
got to know Carl even before I was 
speaker of our statehouse, and I can 
tell you, he was a great mentor. He was 
somebody who loved nurturing folks 
who were coming up in public service 
and getting involved and folks who 
really wanted to try to make our State 
a better place. I am going to tell you, 
North Carolina is a better place be-
cause of Carl Stewart’s work and his 
example. 

I join our community in mourning 
this tremendous loss. I ask that you 
keep his family in your thoughts and 
prayers in appreciation for all that he 
has done for so many in our great 
State. 

HONORING LIFE AND SERVICE OF OFFICER 
MICHAEL MILES 

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the life 
and service of Officer Michael Miles, 
who passed away unexpectedly earlier 
this week. 

He was a proud marine, a loving fa-
ther, and a dedicated police officer 
serving the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Po-
lice Department for more than 13 
years. He spent much of that time pro-
tecting and mentoring others in the 
Freedom Division. 

Before wearing the badge, he wore 
the uniform of the United States Ma-
rine Corps and served his country with 
honor. That same spirit of service guid-
ed him every day on the job and at 
home. 

His sudden passing is a heartbreaking 
loss for his loved ones, his fellow offi-
cers, and our entire community. Officer 
Miles leaves behind his partner, Han-
nah, and four children. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in lifting up his 
family in prayer. 

f 

ACA TAX CREDITS EXTENSION 
(Ms. PRESSLEY of Massachusetts was 

recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 
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Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today carrying the voices and the lives 
of the people in the Massachusetts Sev-
enth whose survival depends on the Af-
fordable Care Act tax credits: the 
grandmother skipping meals to pay for 
her prescriptions; the young mom lying 
awake at night wondering how she will 
afford her baby’s asthma inhaler if pre-
miums go up; families like Deborah’s 
in Boston, staring down premiums that 
will double while they care for loved 
ones, serve their community, and do 
everything right. 

These are not abstract numbers. 
These are real people with real lives 
and real fears about whether they will 
be able to see a doctor, fill a prescrip-
tion, or keep their families healthy. 

In my district alone, 29,000 people 
will be forced to pay more for 
healthcare if Congress fails to act, and 
up to 35,000 could lose their coverage 
entirely. 

This is a shameful policy choice. It is 
a choice, a choice by my colleagues 
across the aisle, and it is a violent one 
at that. 

Let me tell you more about Deborah. 
Her family buys insurance through the 
Massachusetts Health Connector. 
Right now, for a family of five, they 
pay just over $1,000 a month. If these 
ACA tax credits expire, they will pay 
nearly $2,000 a month for an even worse 
plan, and that doesn’t even include 
their daughter, who has aged out of the 
plan, is underpaid in her job, and whose 
premiums they will have to help cover. 

Deborah told me they are fortunate 
they can afford it, but that afford-
ability does come at a cost. Between 
paying for their premiums, their son’s 
college tuition, and caring for her dis-
abled sister, Deborah’s husband, a dedi-
cated public defender, now works week-
ends just to keep up. 

As Deborah told me: Even work you 
love shouldn’t require you to give up 
every day of your life just to survive. 

Mr. Speaker, Deborah’s story is no 
anomaly. It is the reality for millions 
of families across this country, and 
this crisis did not happen by accident. 
No, this is manufactured, man-made. It 
was manufactured by an occupant of 
the Oval Office and a Republican Party 
that is hell-bent on making families 
poorer, sicker, hungrier, and less safe. 
It is the same party that was content 
to let these lifesaving tax credits ex-
pire until Democrats had to force them 
to vote on a clean 3-year extension. 
That is the shame and the sham of it 
all. 

Dr. King once profoundly said: ‘‘Of 
all the forms of inequality, injustice in 
health is the most shocking and inhu-
mane because it often results in phys-
ical death.’’ His words still ring true 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, healthcare isn’t a nice- 
to-have. It is a fundamental human 
right. It is a matter of life and death. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
do right by the people who sent them 
here and join us in passing this exten-
sion before it is too late. 

CONGRATULATING RANDOLPH BLUE DEVILS 
Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

to congratulate the Massachusetts 
Seventh’s very own Super Bowl cham-
pions, the Randolph High School Blue 
Devils. 

Showcasing electric offense and sti-
fling defense, the Blue Devils shut out 
West Boylston at Gillette Stadium, 
capping off an undefeated season with 
another championship. 

These student-athletes have made 
their school and families proud and 
proven to themselves and the Common-
wealth that the town of Randolph has 
the talent, commitment, and the te-
nacity to succeed on and off the field. 

I thank Superintendent Stovell Hern-
don, Principal Licorish, Head Coach 
Jon Marshall, the players, and the en-
tire team for putting teamwork on dis-
play at the highest level. 

Congratulations on earning the Divi-
sion 8 Super Bowl title. Go, Blue Dev-
ils. 

IN MEMORY OF ALICE WONG 
Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate the life and legacy 
of Alice Wong. Alice was a civil rights 
and disability justice activist who 
called the question that changed the 
conversation. She stoked our con-
sciousness, built community, and saved 
lives. 

She was a published author, commu-
nity organizer, and a beloved friend. 
Alice was unapologetic in her pursuit 
of building a more just world and shin-
ing a light on issues society hesitated 
to address. She saw the humanity of 
everyone and spoke about 
intersectionality from her hometown 
to Capitol Hill to Gaza to the border. 
She affirmed that mutual aid was not a 
nice to have, but a lifeline. 

She loved science fiction as it gave 
her the ability to think of a world 
where choices weren’t limited because 
of a person’s disability. She gave us all 
permission and fortitude to dream of 
what is possible. 

Mr. Speaker, Alice is already deeply 
missed, and her legacy carries on. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MILEY 
MEREDITH 

(Mr. BEAN of Florida was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
some achievements don’t just earn ap-
plause, they open the door for others. 
Today, we honor someone who has done 
just exactly that: Miley Meredith, the 
first female Eagle Scout in Nassau 
County, Florida. 

From Troop 9152 of Scouting America 
in Yulee, Miley has shown outstanding 
dedication, creativity, and a genuine 
commitment to serving others, quali-
ties that earned her the rank of Eagle 
Scout. The accomplishment, Mr. 
Speaker, as you know, is impressive for 
any Scout, but for Miley’s achieve-
ment, it also marks an historic mo-
ment for our community—expanding 
what is possible for young women in 
northeast Florida. 

As part of her service project, Miley 
devoted more than 155 hours installing 
a 25-foot flagpole and creating a 6-foot 
mural for the Yulee Lions Club, 
strengthening a valued community or-
ganization. 

On behalf of Florida’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I proudly congratu-
late Miley Meredith, an Eagle Scout 
whose achievements earn and deserve 
applause and whose example will con-
tinue opening doors for others. 

f 

AMERICANS IN STATE OF 
DESPERATION 

(Mr. FROST of Florida was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, Americans 
are in a state of total desperation. For 
weeks, Floridians have been calling my 
office in tears. They are looking at 
their budgets with panic while Presi-
dent Trump rips away their healthcare, 
sends ICE to neighborhoods, deploys 
soldiers to new global conflicts, and 
floods billionaire and 
megacorporations with free money. 

People cannot pay their bills, and Re-
publicans here in Washington, D.C., are 
totally unfocused, busy defending the 
latest cruelty done by the administra-
tion. 

Healthcare open enrollment ends 
next week. Enrollment is down. Ameri-
cans can no longer afford their cov-
erage. We are in a healthcare crisis. 

Democrats don’t control the House, 
the Senate, or the White House, but we 
still managed to get this bill to the 
floor to extend the Affordable Care Act 
tax subsidies. We are fighting with 
every tool, with every option we have 
to save healthcare for our people. 

I am voting ‘‘yes’’ to get this bill 
passed this week. I encourage every 
single Member of Congress, whether 
they are a Democrat or Republican to 
do the same. I say this as someone who 
represents a community in the State of 
Florida, the largest Affordable Care 
Act marketplace in the entire country. 
We have millions of people in the State 
of Florida that will be impacted by 
this, and I encourage everyone to vote 
‘‘yes.’’ 

RENEE NICOLE GOOD 
Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

deeply disturbed, distraught, and an-
gered by the shooting and the killing of 
Renee Nicole Good by an ICE agent 
that happened just yesterday in Min-
neapolis. 

This is a direct result of Trump’s 
dangerous weaponization of our immi-
gration system and Federal law en-
forcement. This is the direct result of 
an agency that is so emboldened by the 
President that they truly feel like they 
can do anything with zero impunity 
and zero accountability. 

It shows up in small ways, like when 
I showed up to tour an ICE facility in 
my own community and was asked by a 
Federal agent, in a very condescending 
way, how old I was, to what we saw 
yesterday, which was the killing and 
shooting of a U.S. citizen in her own 
damn community. 
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