
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH142 January 8, 2026 
RECOGNIZING NATIONAL BLOOD 

DONOR MONTH 
(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize National Blood 
Donor Month, which takes place each 
January, and to thank our fellow 
Americans who voluntarily donate 
blood. 

As a proud blood donor myself, I 
commend the New York Blood Center 
and all the community blood centers 
across the United States that provide a 
lifeline to people and patients in our 
hospitals. 

This week the center declared a blood 
emergency. 

A single blood donation can save up 
to three lives, making the work of our 
community blood centers and the gen-
erosity of the employees and the volun-
teer blood donors who contribute their 
work extremely important. 

NYBC has been serving New Yorkers 
with lifesaving blood products since 
1964. Today, as part of the New York 
Blood Center Enterprises, that mission 
extends far beyond New York. To-
gether, they serve 75 million people and 
provide 1 million blood products annu-
ally to over 400 hospitals. 

From newborns and their mothers to 
cancer patients and trauma victims, 
community blood centers provide pa-
tients with the blood that keeps them 
alive. This month and always, I thank 
them. 

SALUTING THE WORK OF PORT CHESTER 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
salute the work of those who are lead-
ers and members of the Port Chester 
Historical Society. Their volunteer ef-
forts have kept alive the memories and 
stories of the years past that represent 
the foundation of the village of Port 
Chester today. 

Led by president Jordan Allen, the 
society has maintained the historic 
Bush-Lyon Homestead and has been 
able to follow through with a host of 
different items for this building that 
was built in 1760, involving the commu-
nity and activities at that site: cele-
bration of historic dates, fairs and fes-
tivals, and important seminars. 

This month, in concert with the Vil-
lage of Port Chester and Westchester’s 
Revolution 250, the society cosponsors 
An Evening With Benjamin Franklin. 
The society cosponsors that evening, 
and he will visit us in the 21st century 
to tell us a little bit about the 18th 
century. 

Also this month, the historical soci-
ety holds a workshop on research and 
genealogy for interested adults who 
want to do their own family research. 
The energy and resources activated by 
those in the society, Kikki Short, Toni 
Sacco, Carolee Brakewood, Mike 
DeVittorio, Lou Russo, Joanne 
Bellantoni, and others, is one more ex-
ample of everyday Americans doing 
their part to advance the story of 
America. 

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I salute the Port Chester 
Historical Society. 

PROTECTING DRIVERS FROM DANGEROUS 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE BATTERY FIRES 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because this week I am proud to 
introduce new legislation to protect 
drivers from dangerous electric vehicle 
battery fires with my colleague Con-
gressman BRIAN FITZPATRICK of Penn-
sylvania. 

This bill called the Electric and Hy-
brid Vehicle Battery Safety Act of 2026, 
H.R. 6948, comes in response to several 
fatal EV accidents which occurred in 
my district. The accidents involved ex-
tremely hot and difficult-to-fight 
chemical battery blazes and have led to 
loss of multiple lives. 

I became aware of the lack of stand-
ards governing EV battery design and 
heightened risks to passengers in EV 
accidents, including electrical door re-
leases becoming disabled and lack of 
information on EV firefighting tech-
niques and exposure to chemical toxins 
from those fires. 

This bipartisan bill addresses all of 
those issues, requiring the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation standards for 
battery safety, mandates for mechan-
ical door releases, disseminating best 
practices for firefighters to tackle 
these runaway blazes, and requiring a 
study by HHS on the health risks to 
firefighters. 

These new standards will help assure 
Americans that they are not taking 
unnecessary risks every time they get 
behind the wheel of an electric vehicle 
and ensure our firefighters have the 
most current knowledge and protection 
to handle the latest in automotive 
technology. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID MCMAHON 

(Mr. NORMAN of South Carolina was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an exceptional pub-
lic servant, David McMahon, whose ca-
reer reflects unwavering leadership, 
unwavering patriotism, and a true 
commitment to the security of Amer-
ica. 

Dave has spent much of his life and 
service to the State of South Carolina. 
He grew up in Charleston and today 
oversees the TSA operations at the 
Charleston International Airport along 
with five other airports all across 
South Carolina. He has served as a Fed-
eral security director since January of 
2020, managing operations and direct-
ing security efforts all across our great 
State. 

Dave’s record of service is both ex-
tensive, and it is remarkable. He has 
served as an honorary commander with 
the U.S. Coast Guard Base Charleston 
through the Joint Base Charleston Pro-
gram and has made equally significant 
contributions to national security pol-
icy through service and working on 
various groups. 

Dave has had a distinguished record 
of service. Prior to his time with the 
Coast Guard, Dave served as the deputy 
Federal security director for Minnesota 
at the Minneapolis-Saint Paul Inter-
national Airport. He also played a piv-
otal role as a primary field leader for 
Super Bowl LII. 

From assistant Federal security di-
rector roles to active director posi-
tions, Dave has consistently delivered 
strong leadership and results wherever 
he was placed. Notably, in the early 
days of TSA, Dave helped federalize six 
airports while serving as a crisis man-
agement coordinator. 

His lengthy service record goes on. 
Prior to joining the TSA, Dave served 
more than 4 years as a deputy sheriff 
with the Dane County Sheriff’s Office 
in Wisconsin. He also served our coun-
try for 12 years in the United States 
Army, a tenure which included a com-
bat tour in Saudi Arabia and Iraq with 
the 101st Airborne Division. 

His military roles included criminal 
investigator, patrol supervisor, SWAT/ 
sniper team lead, SWAT/police sniper 
instructor, and military police officer 
basic instructor. Dave also taught 
criminal justice for Central Texas Col-
lege while stationed in Okinawa, 
Japan. 

Dave’s life is one truly defined by his 
service. His commitment to our com-
munity, to our great State, and to our 
Nation has been unlimited. Above all, 
Dave’s family has always been his 
greatest source of strength. Dave has 
been married to his wife, Jeanette, for 
over 39 years, and together they have 
raised two sons who continue their fa-
ther’s proud tradition of service as 
members of the United States Air 
Force. 

Apart from his public service, Dave 
enjoys being with family and spending 
time outdoors. Dave McMahon is truly 
a man of strong character. At every 
moment, he has continually shown up 
with integrity, with professionalism, 
and with a commitment to making his 
community safer. He represents the 
very best of public service. 

On behalf of the people of South 
Carolina, I am proud to acknowledge 
Dave McMahon for his decades of serv-
ice, his steadfast leadership, and the 
example he sets for all of those who fol-
low in his path. As a father, as a sol-
dier, as a public servant and steadfast 
South Carolinian, his story is a re-
minder of the impact one individual 
can have when they devote their life to 
the security and well-being of others. 

On behalf of our great State of South 
Carolina’s Fifth Congressional District, 
I thank Dave McMahon and wish him 
Godspeed in his well-deserved retire-
ment years. 

f 

VENEZUELA 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, let us 
make two things clear today, the 
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things that I think are eminently im-
portant and that perhaps could find 
consensus in this Chamber on both 
sides of the aisle. In fact, I believe even 
most countries across the world would 
agree with those two things, maybe 
even the United Nations and the Orga-
nization of American States could 
agree with that, and I am confident 
even the Vatican could agree with 
that, and that is that Nicholas Maduro 
was not the legitimate president of 
Venezuela. The Venezuelan people were 
neither free nor prosperous during his 
corrupt regime. 

b 1100 

Here is another truth, Mr. Speaker, 
that in no way conflicts with this first 
one: The President of the United States 
must come to Congress before ordering 
a military engagement against any 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, you cannot uphold the 
rule of law by breaking it. You cannot 
protect or abide by the Constitution by 
assaulting it. 

Again, so there is no confusion be-
tween these two positions, Nicolas 
Maduro was not a legitimate President, 
and unauthorized military action is il-
legal without the consent of Congress. 

With Nicolas Maduro now in the rear-
view mirror, we must look forward and 
craft policies that support a free and 
democratic future for Venezuela and 
policies that return war powers to the 
United States Congress, as enshrined in 
the United States Constitution. 

That is why I and the executive 
board of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus will propose a forward-looking 
framework for a democratic and stable 
Venezuela. As members of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus, we come from 
different nations in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. We are immigrants, like 
myself. Many of the members also have 
ancestors who settled in places in these 
United States before the United States 
even existed, and everywhere in be-
tween. We share, like most Americans 
with roots from all over the world, a 
special connection to Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Hence, we have 
crafted a series of recommendations, a 
roadmap if you will, for democracy and 
prosperity for the people of Venezuela. 

Our first priorities will support a free 
and democratic Venezuela. That means 
rejecting authoritarian governance, 
whether the orders come from the 
Miraflores Palace or the White House. 

The Venezuelan people deserve insti-
tutions that are accountable, trans-
parent, and responsible to the world 
and a restoration of democracy 
through timely and legitimate elec-
tions that reflect the voices of the Ven-
ezuelan people themselves. 

This is not just about the Venezuelan 
people. This is ultimately also about 
the American people, and the American 
people deserve a government that pre-
serves, protects, and even respects our 
own rule of law, our own Constitution. 

That is why we reject any further 
U.S. military intervention without 

congressional authorization. If we are 
together, as a nation, to put our men 
and women in uniform at risk, then our 
Constitution wisely demands that the 
decisions be made by the Representa-
tives of those people. It may well be 
that Congress will have voted for or 
against an intervention, but, ulti-
mately, it is Congress that should do 
it. 

Now that we are so deeply involved 
with Venezuela, we must act according 
to our principles. That means ensuring 
humanitarian protections at home and 
abroad for the Venezuelan people who 
have been victims of tyranny for so 
long. 

At home, that includes extending 
TPS. We cannot deport people to a na-
tion where our actions have set off a 
new wave of oppression. 

In Venezuela, that means pushing for 
an end to that repression. It means the 
release of political prisoners, including 
journalists and civil society leaders. It 
means freedom of expression and free-
dom of the press. We must also ensure 
that Venezuela’s future is decided by 
Venezuelans. 

Our future is also in balance. Mr. 
Speaker, we are not a nihilist nation. 
Mr. Speaker, we are a nation of values, 
principles, and laws. We must act as 
one. 

f 

FOLLOWING THROUGH ON 
AMERICANS’ PRIORITIES 

(Mr. MANN of Kansas was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, as we begin 
the second session of the 119th Con-
gress, we should take a moment to 
reset our focus and remember why we 
are here. A new year and a new session 
bring new opportunities, but the mis-
sion remains the same. Kansans sent 
me to Washington, D.C., to deliver re-
sults for the people of the Big First 
District, and that is what I will con-
tinue to do. 

The Big First is home to farmers and 
ranchers who get up before the sun and 
work until the job is done. It is home 
to small business owners and families 
who balance budgets, meet payroll, and 
expect the same discipline from the 
Federal Government. Kansans are prac-
tical people who believe in hard work, 
common sense, and accountability. We 
don’t want excuses. We expect results. 

After President Trump’s first term, 
the Biden administration inherited 
near-record lows in inflation and an ag-
ricultural trade surplus of $6 billion. 
After 4 years of failed Democratic poli-
cies, we were left with a 21.5 percent in-
crease in prices and an agricultural 
trade deficit of $40 billion. 

When a ship runs into an iceberg, it 
takes time to turn the ship around, Mr. 
Speaker. You need to bail the water, 
repair the planks, and restart the en-
gine before you can fully correct 
course. Fortunately, thanks to the 
leadership of President Trump and con-
gressional Republicans, we are back on 
track and moving away from the ice-

berg that was President Biden’s admin-
istration. 

Over the course of the first session of 
this Congress, we made important 
progress for Kansans. We pushed back 
against burdensome regulations that 
drive up costs for Main Street. We 
worked to strengthen American energy 
production so families can afford to 
heat their homes and fuel their vehi-
cles. We advanced policies that support 
agricultural producers and rural com-
munities and restored the rule of law 
at our border. Most importantly, we 
cut taxes for working families, giving 
the average Kansan $2,200 more per 
year in take-home pay beginning this 
month. 

That work matters, and I am proud 
of the progress we have made, but after 
the damage done by the previous ad-
ministration, there is much more work 
to do. That is what this second session 
must be about. 

For Kansans, this starts with agri-
culture. Farmers have been facing 
higher input costs, tighter margins, 
and growing uncertainty since 2021. 
They need predictability, risk manage-
ment tools, and a strong farm safety 
net. Completing a farm bill that re-
flects the realities on the ground is vi-
tally important, and I will continue 
pushing for a fiscally conservative, 5- 
year farm bill that reflects the prior-
ities of our producers who feed, fuel, 
and clothe the world. 

While real wages are rising and infla-
tion is nearing a 5-year low, there is 
more to be done to lower costs for fam-
ilies and small businesses. Washington 
regulations often hit Americans hard-
est in rural communities like the ones 
I represent. Commonsense regulatory 
relief is not about cutting corners. It is 
about letting people work, grow, and 
innovate without unnecessary govern-
ment interference. 

Energy is another area where House 
Republicans are working hard for the 
good of our Nation. Kansans support an 
all-of-the-above energy strategy that 
prioritizes American oil, gas, biofuels, 
and renewables. This approach sup-
ports good-paying jobs, strengthens our 
economy, and keeps prices affordable. 
Green New Deal policies that pick win-
ners and losers or ignore rural realities 
do not work in places like the Big First 
of Kansas, and this Congress has a re-
sponsibility to pursue solutions 
grounded in reality, not ideology. 

Finally, Congress needs to ensure 
that we continue good stewardship of 
hard-earned taxpayer dollars. Families 
in Kansas must make tough choices 
every day, and they expect their gov-
ernment to do the same. Last year, we 
rescinded $9.4 billion in waste, fraud, 
and abuse found in Federal programs, 
such as funding for Iraqi ‘‘Sesame 
Street,’’ electric buses in Rwanda, and 
LGBTQ programs in Uganda. Fiscal re-
sponsibility is not optional. It is a 
basic obligation that House Repub-
licans are focused on each and every 
day in the 119th Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, the second session of 
this Congress is not about starting 
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