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So the joint resolution was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
for votes today. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 34, AYE on
Roll Call No. 35, NAY on Roll Call No. 36,
YEA on Roll Call No. 37, and YEA on Roll
Call No. 38.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably absent and unable to vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 36, YEA on Roll Call No. 37, and YEA on
Roll Call No. 38.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 9
a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

—————

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES.
68, TO DIRECT THE REMOVAL OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FROM VENEZUELA THAT HAVE
NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED BY CON-
GRESS

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order at any
time to consider H. Con. Res. 68 in the
House if called up by the chair of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs or his
designee; that the concurrent resolu-
tion be considered as read; and that the
previous question be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution to
adoption without intervening motion
except for 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided among and controlled by Rep-
resentative MAST of Florida, Rep-
resentative MEEKS of New York, and
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Representative MCGOVERN of Massa-
chusetts, or their respective designees.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?
There was no objection.

———

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 4327

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 4327, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative Greene of
Georgia, for the purpose of adding co-
sponsors and requesting reprintings
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.
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WELCOMING JARED ANDERSON
AND FRIENDS OF CLUB 21 CHOIR
TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRANK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to welcome Jared Anderson and
the Friends of Club 21 Choir here to
Washington, D.C.

The choir, composed of talented indi-
viduals living with Down syndrome and
who are based in Colorado’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, will be performing
the national anthem to launch the
March for Life rally this Friday.

Club 21 came and visited me just a
couple of months ago here in Wash-
ington, D.C., and it is really one of the
highlights of my time as being a Mem-
ber of Congress. They have uplifted the
Pikes Peak community onto the na-
tional platform, amplifying and em-
powering these brilliant performers
through the arts and education.

I thank them for dedicating their
time, their energy, and their passion in
advocating for every human life.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me
in giving a warm welcome to the
Friends of Club 21 Choir.

———
COLLEGE SPORTS

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, after
Monday’s college football national
championship, I rise to express my con-
cern about the trend of private equity
firms attempting to buy up college
sports. These deals will be bad for ath-
letes, students, and fans.

We have seen this play before. Media
corporations’ pursuit of college foot-
ball and basketball viewers created
nonsensical conference realignment
that destroyed the regional nature of
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college sport. For generations, the Big
Ten was known as the Midwestern Con-
ference. In recent decades, that iden-
tity has slowly been eroded as coastal
schools were admitted in the name of
more revenue and higher profits.

Now private equity is looking to buy
college sports revenue streams. If these
deals are normalized, it is only a mat-
ter of time before private investors de-
mand control over our university ath-
letic departments. This creates the
risk of further conference realignment,
cutting nonrevenue sports, and expand-
ing for-profit influence over univer-
sities.

This is why I have sent a letter with
my Republican colleagues to end the
NCAA.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF NATALIE HASLAM

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today remembering the life and the
legacy of a dear lady, Natalie Haslam,
who passed away on January 16. Nat-
alie set the true example of what it
means to be a volunteer. She spent her
life giving back to our community and
the people who are in it, and, of course,
to our great University of Tennessee.

Born in 1931, Natalie was raised in
Knoxville and graduated from UT in
1953. In 1974, she married Jim Haslam,
the owner and founder of Pilot Com-
pany. She is known for her leadership
and philanthropy. Natalie became the
first woman to serve as the chair of the
East Tennessee Foundation Board in
1987.

I always remember Ms. Haslam when
my dad died. I was at the mortuary, ac-
tually, with my mama picking out my
dad’s casket. Big Jim and Natalie
called me and told me that everything
would be all right and if I needed any-
thing, just to call. I also remember
when Mr. Haslam and I would be at
events together. She would always
shush us and then just give us a smile.

While serving the Knoxville commu-
nity, her commitments to the Univer-
sity of Tennessee remained unmatched.
Natalie and Jim through the Haslam
Foundation donated $32 million to UT
with $10 million going toward the Nat-
alie L. Haslam Music Center. It is one
of the finest music centers not just in
the State of Tennessee or the country,
but the world, Mr. Speaker.

Natalie is survived by her husband,
Jim; three granddaughters; three step-
children; six grandchildren; and seven
great-great-grandchildren. She was a
true humanitarian. She will always be
remembered as someone in east Ten-
nessee who gave back to a place where
she lived and loved. I will always re-
member her as a very classy lady.

———
CONGRATULATING ISABEAU
LEVITO

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
my constituent, Isabeau Levito, who
officially qualified for the U.S. Olym-
pic figure skating team where she will
represent Team USA at the 2026 Winter
Olympics in Milan, Italy, next month.

Isabeau Levito grew up in south Jer-
sey, training for years at the Igloo Ice
Center in Mount Laurel.

Long before the spotlight, she was on
the ice before sunrise, balancing
schoolwork, family time, and relent-
less practice with remarkable dis-
cipline and grace.

This month, Isabeau achieved a life-
long dream. After earning a brongze
medal at the U.S. Figure Skating
Championships in St. Louis, she offi-
cially qualified for Team USA and will
represent our country at the 2026 Win-
ter Olympics in Milan, Italy.

Isabeau joins what experts are al-
ready calling the strongest U.S. wom-
en’s Olympic skating team in decades,
and she stands proudly among the best.

We are incredibly proud of her. On
behalf of south Jersey, we wish Isabeau
Levito the very best as she skates for
the gold and for Team USA.

———

NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR MONTH

(Mr. WIED asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in recognition of January as National
Blood Donor Month. Each winter, blood
centers across the Nation experience
reduced donor turnout, while the need
for blood remains constant.

In the United States, someone re-
quires a blood transfusion every 2 sec-
onds to treat patients facing trauma,
surgeries, childbirth complications,
cancer, chronic conditions, and so
much more, yet our blood supply re-
mains critically low.

Because of the urgent and ongoing
need for blood donations, I recently in-
troduced H.R. 5791, the Boosting Life-
saving Operations, Opening Donation
Centers Act, or the BLOOD Centers
Act, alongside my Democratic col-
league, Congresswoman SCHRIER.

This commonsense, bipartisan legis-
lation would streamline the bureau-
cratic burdens of opening a new blood
center while still ensuring oversight
and safety in donation facilities and of
the blood they collect.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the BLOOD Centers Act so we
can expedite the ability of blood cen-
ters to open new locations and collect
lifesaving blood for those who need it.

Most importantly, Mr. Speaker, I
also want to encourage everyone lis-
tening today to consider taking the
time to donate blood if you are able to.
First-time donors are always welcome,
and every donation has the power to
save a life.
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PERKINS HIGH SCHOOL STEM
ACHIEVEMENT

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last week
I visited Perkins High School in San-
dusky, Ohio. My role: to celebrate ex-
cellence in STEM education.

This year, Kia Preston won the Ninth
Congressional District App Challenge
for a project titled ‘‘Light Teachings.”

Kia’s interactive app helps users un-
derstand fundamentals of ray tracing,
a computer graphics technique that
simulates how light interacts with ob-
jects to create realistic images in video
platforms.

Kia’s app will be honored here in our
Nation’s Capital later this year.

I also paid tribute to the school’s ro-
botics club that has partnered with
NASA. They were the only high school
in the United States of America se-
lected alongside other higher education
institutions like MIT.

Bravo Perkins.

After 4 school years building a sat-
ellite named ‘‘Foras Promineo,” which
is Latin for ‘‘outreach,” it was
launched to the International Space
Station back in September.

Thanks to computer science teacher
Mike Leffler and Robotics Club adviser
John Stout for lighting the way for
these bright, young minds who are
going to lead America into the future
and beyond.

Mr. Speaker, I am just so proud of
them.

———
O 1700

REMEMBERING LENARD CONKLIN

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Lenard
Conklin, a devoted son of Stony Point
who lived a life defined by service, tra-
dition, and deep community roots.

Lenard was a lifelong resident, living
in the very home his great-grandfather
built on Gate Hill Road. Lenard was
known as the last hay baler of Rock-
land County.

Lenard proudly served our Nation
during the Vietnam war as a Navy Sea-
bee, his dream position. In 2024, he was
honored on the Hudson Valley Honor
Flight, Mission 34, in Washington, D.C.
His commitment to hard work and
service continued at home, where he
spent 31 years at Algonquin Gas before
retiring from the Stony Point Sewer
Plant.

Whether sharing stories of his time
in service, his love of the Catskill
Mountains, his passion for trout fish-
ing and hunting, or doting on the love
of his life, Nora, his presence made a
difference in the lives of everyone he
met.
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