July 21, 2026

Resolved, That I, Frederica S. Wilson, a
member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, representing the 24th Congres-
sional District of Florida commend Reverend
and Mayor Eric H. Jones, Jr., for his unwav-
ering commitment to God, his family and his
church, and for his selfless dedication as a
public servant to improving the quality of
life for all.

———

HONORING MIKE TODD FOR FOUR
DECADES OF PUBLIC SERVICE
TO HIS COMMUNITY

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mike Todd for more than four decades
of service to the City of Mill Creek and the
people of Snohomish County. From his ear-
liest days as a community volunteer to his
service as a Mill Creek City Councilmember,
Mayor, and Director of Public Works, Mike has
dedicated himself to strengthening the com-
munity he has proudly called home since
1983.

Throughout his career, Mike has embodied
true civic leadership. Long before holding pub-
lic office, he volunteered countless hours at
local schools, youth programs, and parks,
helping enrich the lives of young people and
families throughout the region. During his
more than fifteen years on the Mill Creek City
Council, including two terms as Mayor, he
earned a reputation for his thoughtful, prag-
matic approach to helping the city grow while
preserving the qualities that make it a special
place to work, live, and raise a family.

His impact extends well beyond Mill Creek.
Through his service with Community Transit,
the Puget Sound Regional Council, the Sno-
homish County Cities Group, and other re-
gional organizations, Mike strengthened re-
gional partnerships and advanced policies that
continue to serve our communities today. In
2020, Mike also stepped into the role of Direc-
tor of Public Works & Development Services
during the COVID-19 pandemic, bringing
steady leadership during an extraordinarily
challenging time.

Mike’s legacy is reflected not only in the
projects he led and positions he held, but in
the many lives he touched through his gen-
erosity, wisdom, and unwavering commitment
to public service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Mike Todd for his remarkable con-
tributions to the people of Washington. | con-
gratulate him on his well-earned retirement,
thank him for his decades of service, and wish
him and his family the very best as he begins
the next chapter of his life.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be present for votes on the legislation being
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considered under suspension of the rules on
July 20, 2026, due to a delayed flight. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 250, H.R. 4541, and YEA on Roll Call
No. 251, H.R. 8823.

———

RECOGNIZING VALLEY GROVE
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Valley Grove Missionary
Baptist Church for 50 years of service to the
City of Miami, and | include in the RECORD the
following proclamation in its honor:

Whereas, Valley Grove Missionary Baptist
Church was founded in 1963 and has been a
leader in our community spreading the Word
of God;

Whereas, Valley Grove Missionary Baptist
Church’s outreach ministries have for dec-
ades extended a helping hand to those in
need, restoring hope and dignity in their
darkest hour;

Whereas, Valley Grove Missionary Baptist
Church’s commitment to empowering people
has provided the community with an enrich-
ing place of worship for anyone seeking spir-
itual edification;

Whereas, Valley Grove Missionary Baptist
Church is rich in tradition and history, and
has played a major role in shaping and fos-
tering relationships between the church, the
community and local government;

Whereas, Valley Grove Missionary Baptist
Church continues to be a beacon of light,
hope and faith in South Florida; and

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a member of the United
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the 24th Congressional District of
Florida, commend Valley Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, under the leadership of
Elder Johnnie L. Robinson, for 50 years of
service, dedication and commitment, to our
community.

RECOGNIZING THE COURAGE OF
FALUN GONG PRACTITIONERS

HON. ANDREW OGLES

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the courage of Falun Gong practi-
tioners, who for more than two decades have
faced severe persecution in China because of
their beliefs—beliefs centered on the principles
of truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance,
and on a desire to revive traditional Chinese
culture and values.

According to documentation compiled by
Minghui.org, at least 5,910 Falun Gong practi-
tioners have died as a result of repression by
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The
CCP has also subjected Falun Gong practi-
tioners to arbitrary detention, torture, and
forced organ harvesting—an atrocity that
shocks the conscience.

| also rise to recognize the Tuidang Move-
ment—translated as the “Quitting the CCP
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Movement’—and to commend the Global
Service Center for Quitting the Chinese Com-
munist Party, known as the Tuidang Center,
for its work in support of freedom of con-
science and human dignity.

In December 2004, The Epoch Times pub-
lished a report titted Nine Commentaries on
the Communist Party, an account of the Par-
ty’s history. According to that report, the CCP
has been responsible since 1949 for the un-
natural deaths of 60 to 80 million Chinese
people, and by now likely more. It also high-
lighted the hundreds of millions of abortions
committed under China’s coercive population
control regimes, and in 2013, China’s own
health ministry corroborated this when it re-
leased data showing that more than 300 mil-
lion abortions had been performed since 1971.

Over the following two decades, according
to organizers, millions of copies of the Nine
Commentaries were reproduced and distrib-
uted within China by Falun Gong practitioners,
often at great personal risk. That effort helped
give rise to the Tuidang Movement, through
which individuals can renounce their affiliation
with the CCP, the Communist Youth League,
and the Young Pioneers, frequently using
pseudonyms to protect their safety.

The Tuidang Center, based in New York,
collects these withdrawal statements through
volunteer networks and tracks the movement’s
growth. Its volunteers outside China also
reach Chinese citizens by phone, message,
and email to share information about with-
drawing from the CCP and its affiliated organi-
zations. In recent years, Chinese immigrants
have publicly announced their withdrawals at
Tuidang rallies in Flushing, New York, receiv-
ing certificates memorializing their decisions.

According to the Tuidang Center’s records,
as of July 2026, more than 464 million people
have submitted statements dissociating them-
selves from the CCP or its affiliated organiza-
tions. This movement of nonviolent resistance
to totalitarianism represents an awakening of
conscience, grounded in a desire to reclaim
China’s cultural and moral heritage. Such re-
sistance helps lay the moral foundation for a
future of greater freedom and justice in China,
while also standing against the spread of com-
munist ideology worldwide. The witness of
those who participate in this movement should
also remind Americans of the continuing dan-
gers posed by communist ideology.

The CCP has a well-documented history of
transnational repression, and the Tuidang
Center states that its own work has faced in-
timidation and disruption here in the United
States. According to the Center, it received
eight threatening letters between April 20 and
28, 2025, and its public booths in Flushing
were vandalized on April 29, 2025.
Transnational repression targeting advocates
on American soil is a serious matter, and such
conduct has no place in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, the right to hold and peacefully
express one’s beliefs, and to associate or dis-
associate freely, is a fundamental human right.
| honor the courage of Falun Gong practi-
tioners and the volunteers of the Tuidang
Movement, and | commend the Global Service
Center for Quitting the Chinese Communist
Party for its work on behalf of freedom of con-
science. | urge my colleagues to join me in
standing with all who peacefully advocate for
human dignity and the freedom to believe.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MR. KEITH ANTHONY BOTTOMS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Mr. Keith An-
thony Bottoms, father to my long time Chief of
Staff Bradley Bottoms. Throughout his life,
Keith was a dedicated father, husband, and
brother. His legacy of joy, his dedication to his
work and family and his humor will continue to
inspire us for years to come.

Born in San Francisco and raised in South
San Francisco, Keith married the love of his
life, Caroline Connolly Bottoms, on October
25, 1980. Together, they built a life in Pacifica
centered on family, on hard work, and on gen-
erosity. Keith was a proud and loving father to
his daughter, Lauren Bottoms (son-in-law An-
drew Stiffler), and his son, Bradley Bottoms,
who has spent his career serving California as
my Chief of Staff. Keith dedicated himself to
ensuring his children had every opportunity,
no matter what, and took immense pride in
sharing their achievements with anyone who
would listen. Keith believed to his core that
Lauren and Bradley were the best at whatever
they chose to do. And | know he was im-
mensely proud of the children he and Caroline
raised.

Keith spent 42 years working as a union
automotive technician, a career that reflected
his work ethic, skill, and pride in repairing
even the most challenging of vehicles. He was
incredibly curious and wanted to know how
every system and structure functioned. After
he retired, he focused his skills on home im-
provements, confident in his abilities as a car-
penter, electrician, and landscaper.

To know Keith was to know his humor. He
was funny, playful, and unapologetically sar-
castic. He had a rare ability to connect with
people—often stopping strangers on the street
or at Costco just to say hello, turning quick en-
counters into deep conversations. He took a
genuine interest in others, caring about where
they came from and often asking how he
could help. Everyone knew Keith—from his
Pacifica neighbors, who he talked to while gar-
dening or while working on cars, to the clerk
at the local market where he purchased lottery
tickets—his curiosity and interest made a pro-
found mark on each of them.

He loved the simple things that brought him
joy: long walks in San Pedro Valley Park or at
the Pacifica Pier, cheering on the San Fran-
cisco Giants and 49ers, debating politics with
strangers, and donating twice a week to the
lottery fund. He also enjoyed international trav-
el with Caroline and their friends. Keith also
took pleasure in his daily rituals that he kept
on a tight schedule even until his last days,
which included providing Caroline with break-
fast in bed at 6:00 am every workday, feeding
the squirrels and birds in his backyard, water-
ing the garden, and putting away his neigh-
bor's trash cans every Wednesday morning.
These small acts of service gave him purpose
every day and his life gave meaning to every-
one who knew him.

On behalf of California’s 8th Congressional
District, | extend my heartfelt condolences to
Bradley and Keith’s family and friends on their
loss. Keith’s joy, humor, and work ethic have
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left a lasting legacy that forever bettered the
lives of everyone he met.

COMMENDING MR. MATTHEW
WILLIAMS, JR.

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and commend retired mail
clerk, Mr. Matthew Williams, Jr., an ardent and
honorable member of the United States Postal
Service for 32 years, who began his career as
a truck driver before rising through the ranks
to become a mail clerk, and | include in the
RECORD the following proclamation in his
honor:

Whereas, Mr. Williams has received numer-
ous awards and accolades for his enthusiastic
performance during his tenure including per-
fect attendance, achieving over 1,500 hours of
sick leave, and a dedication to service award;

Whereas, Mr. Williams provided an invalu-
able service to his country as a member of
the United States Army in both Vietnam and
Korea, achieving the rank of Sergeant before
being honorably discharged in 1975;

Whereas, Mr. Williams’ unwavering devo-
tion to God has been evidenced by his min-
istration as Deacon, Assistant Super-
intendent of Sunday School, and Usher at
Greater New Macedonia Missionary Baptist
Church;

Whereas, Mr. Williams has been the loving
and devoted husband of Sandra Williams for
37 years, father of Senior Master Chief
Heerey C. Gaston, Jr., Tameka W. Jones,
Monique W. Deggins, and Matthew B. Wil-
liams, III, and grandfather of nine grand-
children; and

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a member of the United
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the 24th Congressional District of
Florida, commend Mr. Matthew Williams,
Jr. for his years of commitment and faithful
service to his country, his community, and
his family.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHARON
O’NEAL

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate the life of Sharon O’Neal,
a cherished member of our community. Shar-
on was an extraordinary individual who lived a
full and truly beautiful life.

Sharon was a passionate and active mem-
ber of the Williamsburg community. She was
a member of both the Junior Woman’s Club
and the Woman’s Club for over ten years,
while serving as club president for two years.
Sharon was also a part of the Jamestown
High School Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) where she served as president for two
years. When she was not leading the PTA or
Woman’s Club, Sharon loved to watch
NASCAR, go camping, spend time at the
beach, and above all else, be around her lov-
ing family.

Sharon’s smile coupled with her warm per-
sonality made everyone she met feel as if they
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had known her for years. Her kindness
touched everyone, and she leaves behind a
legacy full of compassion and love. Sharon is
survived by her devoted husband, Michael
O’Neal; her mother, Julie Northway; her chil-
dren, Jeffrey O’Neal (Abby), Stacey Hughes
(John), and Sean O’'Neal (Kimberlee); her
cherished grandchildren, Kendal, William,
Corbin, Sadie, Hazel, Bodhi, Koa, and Lucy;
and her brother, Michael Northway (Michelle).

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in cele-
brating Sharon’s incredible life. Our community
is eternally grateful for everything she has
done.

———

RECOGNIZING THE PATRIOTISM OF
GERALD CULBERTSON

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize Gerald Culbertson of New-
burg, Franklin County, for his remarkable pub-
lic display of patriotism, love of country, and
support for Veterans.

In celebration of America’s 250th anniver-
sary, Gerald created what he believes to be
one of the largest painted American flags in
the country. The flag spans 190,000 square
feet across a hillside along Burnt Mill Road.

Employed at Letterkenny Army Depot, Ger-
ald said that his late father Wayne Culbertson
was a primary source of inspiration for the
project. Gerald stated, “My father was always
patriotic. He loved the Fourth of July, and |
wanted to do something special.”

To complete the project, Gerald used more
than 415 gallons of paint. He relied exclusively
on hand measurements, foregoing GPS equip-
ment, lasers, and computerized guidance. The
flag’s stripes are 23 feet wide, and the stars
are 18 feet in length.

After nearly three months of field prepara-
tion and maintenance, Gerald devoted nearly
four and a half days to painting the field. He
received assistance from several family mem-
bers.

Gerald was hopeful that President Trump
would have an opportunity to view the flag as
he flew to Carlisle for the Pennsylvania De-
fense and Innovation Summit.

On behalf of constituents throughout Frank-
lin County and the entire 13th Congressional
District, | congratulate Gerald on the fulfillment
of his vision for the project and thank him for
becoming a source of inspiration in his own
right.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Mr. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 250, and YEA on Roll Call No. 251.
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