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Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership (CVNL)
and later extended its reach into Sonoma
County, Napa County, and Solano County.

For decades, Linda led CVNL with an un-
wavering belief in the power of the nonprofit
system, expanding key programs such as the
Heart of Marin Awards, strengthening volun-
teer engagement, and developing partnerships
that elevated local nonprofits across the re-
gion. She supported communities during tur-
bulent and uncertain times, from the pandemic
and wildfires to funding cuts, and developed
critical scholarships to allow nonprofits of all
sizes and budgets to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by CVNL.

A mentor to hundreds of nonprofit leaders,
Linda is known as a fierce advocate, steady in
the face of uncertainty and strategic in her
long-term vision. She has served on the Board
of Directors for the School to Career Partner-
ship, Marin Economic Forum, and the Points
of Light Assembly. She is also the former
Board Chair of the California Association of
Nonprofits, a former appointee to the Marin
County Women’s Commission, and past Presi-
dent of the Marin National Organization for
Women. In recognition of her tireless work
supporting nonprofits, Linda was inducted into
the Marin Women’s Hall of Fame in 2010,
among other honors and awards acquired
over the years.

Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege and honor
to work with Linda over the course of her no-
table career. She is a smart, generous and
impactful person and leaves an indelible posi-
tive impact on Northern California and all
those nonprofits and volunteers she supported
and inspired throughout her career. | respect-
fully ask that you join me in expressing heart-
felt gratitude to Linda for her generosity of
spirit, innumerable good deeds, and in send-
ing her best wishes on her next endeavors.

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF
KERMAN’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ADAM GRAY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 29, 2026

Mr. GRAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the City of Kerman as it celebrates 80
years as an incorporated city on July 3, 2026.

The site of Kerman was first established by
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company as a
train station in 1891. It was at this site in 1892
that the famous Sontag and Evans gang held
up the San Francisco-Los Angeles passenger
train, one of the last train robberies in the
country.

Settlement and cultivation of the Kerman
area began and continued through the turn of
the century as irrigation projects brought water
to the area, primarily from the Kings River to
the south. In 1900, William G. Kerckhoff and
Jacob Mansar purchased around 3,027 acres
of land and formed the Fresno Irrigated Farms
Company.

In 1906, the town was renamed Kerman by
combining the names Kerckhoff and Mansar.
By 1914, Kerman had an estimated population
of 400 people surrounded by 29,000 acres of
producing cropland. The Kerman Creamery
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was a significant business and produced
about 1,600 pounds of butter daily. In 1921,
Madera Avenue was paved from the Southern
Pacific railroad tracks north to the San Joa-
quin River, and streetlights were installed from
the tracks to Whitesbridge Road.

In 1946, the 1,050 residents of Kerman
voted to incorporate. Sitting at the crossroads
of State Route 145 and 180, Kerman has
seen waves of residential and business growth
that have expanded the city.

Today, Kerman has a population nearing
20,000 and is the largest city in West Fresno
County. Still  surrounded by agriculture,
Kerman has also become a popular bedroom
community to Fresno through its continued
growth, family atmosphere, and supportive
local businesses and employers.

Please join me in honoring the 80th Anni-
versary of the City of Kerman, where commu-
nity comes first.

——

HONORING COMSTOCK & HOLT,
INC. ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
170TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 29, 2026

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Comstock & Holt, Inc. on the
occasion of its remarkable 170th anniversary.
Since its founding in 1856, Comstock & Holt
has stood as a cornerstone of American trade
and remains the Nation’s oldest continuously
operating duty drawback specialist. For nearly
two centuries, the company has exemplified
the entrepreneurial spirit, innovation, and dedi-
cation that have helped drive American eco-
nomic growth.

Comstock & Holt's legacy is deeply tied to
the duty drawback program, the oldest trade
instrument in the United States. Established
through the Tariff Act of 1789, duty drawback
is founded on the principle that duties should
not be permanently imposed on goods that do
not remain in American commerce. By allow-
ing businesses to recover duties paid on im-
ported products that are later exported, the
program strengthens American manufacturing,
promotes exports, and enhances the competi-
tiveness of U.S.businesses around the world.

Founded in New York City by Charles J.
Holt and William H. Holt, the company has
provided uninterrupted service for 170 years.
Through wars, economic downturns, techno-
logical advances, and significant changes in
trade policy. Comstock & Holt has remained a
trusted partner to American businesses, its ex-
pertise has helped countless companies navi-
gate complex customs laws and reclaim funds
rightfully available to them under federal law.

The company’s history includes the incorpo-
ration of C.J. Holt & Co. in 1919 and its even-
tual combination with Comstock & Theakston,
Inc., founded in 1894. In 2025, the firms for-
mally united under the name Comstock & Holt,
Inc., bringing together more than 300 years of
combined industry expertise. Beyond serving
clients, the company has played a leading role
in shaping modern drawback regulations, edu-
cating the trade community, and advancing
improvements to the drawback system.

June 29, 2026

For 170 years, Comstock & Holt has re-
mained committed to the principles that have
guided American trade since our Nation’s
founding. Its work supports industries ranging
from agriculture and manufacturing to pharma-
ceuticals and technology, helping American
companies compete in the global marketplace.
| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Comstock & Holt, Inc. on this historic
milestone and in recognizing its extraordinary
contributions to American commerce and
trade.

——————

HONORING ROGER COLON AS A
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 29, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Roger Colon as a Distinguished Leader in
Central Florida for Caribbean Heritage Month.
Roger Colodn serves as the program director of
the Central Florida International Trade Office
(CFITO), which serves multiple counties
throughout Central Florida, including Orange
and Osceola. In this leadership role, he is re-
sponsible for advancing international trade op-
portunities, supporting business competitive-
ness, and strengthening the region’s global
economic engagement.

As part of his commitment to our business
community, Mr. Coldon works closely with busi-
nesses to help them export U.S. goods and
services. Through educational programs, one-
on-one consultations, and industry outreach,
he assists companies in developing export
strategies, identifying international opportuni-
ties, and connecting with key trade resources
that facilitate global growth.

In addition to supporting exporters, Mr.
Coldn is a valuable resource for the region’s
importing community. During the height of the
U.S. tariff changes in 2025, Mr. Colon played
a critical role in educating businesses through-
out the district on the implications of new im-
port duties and tariff regulations. He provided
timely guidance to companies on how to navi-
gate evolving trade policies, maintain compli-
ance, and identify strategies to avoid, mitigate,
or recover costs associated with increased im-
port tariffs. His efforts helped many busi-
nesses better understand the financial and
operational impacts of the changing trade en-
vironment and make informed decisions to
protect their supply chains and profitability.

As program director, Mr, Coldn expanded
the scope and impact of the trade office by in-
corporating a stronger emphasis on trade de-
velopment. One of his most notable achieve-
ments has been bringing the LATAM Trade
Expo to the Orlando region. This annual event
has grown into a premier platform for bilateral
trade engagement between businesses and
institutions from the United States, Mexico,
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, and Chile.
Through initiatives such as LATAM Trade and
other international business development pro-
grams, Mr. Colon has helped strengthen Cen-
tral Florida’s position as a global gateway for
commerce.
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HONORING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LOWVILLE VIL-
LAGE BRAND

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 29, 2026

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 200th anniversary of the founding of
Lowville Village Band.

Originally known as the Union Band upon its
formation in 1826 the founding members
began a tradition of playing music in the local
park. The band changed names several times
it is first 100 years reflecting the instruments
they played, the Union Band reformed as the
Lowville Saxhorn Band in 1856. During this
time the band would perform all over Northern
New York and even into Canada. These per-
formances were part of parades, festivals, and
private parties as well as sometimes on
steamboats. During the Civil War their per-
formances dwindled as other duties called
members away but following the war they re-
formed as the Lowville Cornet Band before a
local philanthropist, Francis K. Leonard do-
nated silver instruments to the band along with
other generous donations leading them to
rebrand as the Leonard Silver Cornet Band.
Four years later they chose to rename them-
selves the Lowville Cornet & Orchestra Band.

Over the years the band has been led by
extremely talented musicians, including Frank-
lin A. Thompson, who had previously played
with the United States Marine Corps Band and
Buffalo Bill Wild West Show Band; Luther
Askin, who helped found the New York State
School Music Association and Lowville Acad-
emy Band, and Perl Johnson, who served in
World War | as a member of the American Ex-
peditionary Force and led field music for the
310th Infantry Regiment.

In the 1930s the band officially became the
Lowville Village Band, the name it has held
ever since. Today, the band’s ensemble con-
sists of approximately 50 brass, woodwind,
and percussion musicians who range in age
from 14 to 80. The band hosts a very popular
summer concert series where they play
marches and patriotic music from the past at
the Lowville Veterans Memorial Park.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, | rec-
ognize the Lowville Village Band for 200 years
of bringing music to the Village of Lowville and
communities across our region.

———

HONORING 200 YEARS OF SERVICE
BY UNITED STATES ARMY GAR-
RISON FORT HAMILTON

HON. NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 29, 2026

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the bicentennial
anniversary of United States Army Garrison
Fort Hamilton, a historic institution in my dis-
trict that has served our Nation with distinction
for 200 years and remains an enduring symbol
of patriotism, military readiness, and public
service.

The grounds of Fort Hamilton hold a pro-
found connection to the founding of our Na-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

tion. During the American Revolutionary War,
the site served as a strategic defense position
overlooking the Narrows. On July 4, 1776, an
American battery located there, then known as
the Narrows Fort, fired upon the British war-
ship HMS Asia in defense of New York Har-
bor. Just weeks later, British forces landed at
Gravesend Beach and Denyse’s Wharf, on
what is now the footprint of Fort Hamilton,
launching the campaign that culminated in the
Battle of Brooklyn, the first major battle fought
after the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the largest troop engagement
of the Revolutionary War.

Recognizing the strategic importance of the
location, the United States Government laid
the cornerstone for Fort Hamilton on June 11,
1825. Named in honor of Alexander Hamilton,
our Nation’s first Secretary of the Treasury,
and designed by renowned military engineer
Simon Bernard, the fort was completed in
1831. Today, it stands as the fourth-oldest ac-
tive military installation in the United States.

For two centuries, Fort Hamilton has faith-
fully served our Nation. During the Civil War,
it functioned as a critical Union fortification and
training center. In both World War | and World
War Il, the installation played a vital role as an
embarkation and separation center for Amer-
ican service members deploying overseas and
returning home.

In recognition of its historical significance,
Fort Hamilton was designated a Historic Land-
mark on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1974. lIts rich legacy is preserved
through the Harbor Defense Museum, the only
Army museum in New York City, which safe-
guards and showcases artifacts spanning from
the American Revolution through World War II.

Today, Fort Hamilton remains the only ac-
tive-duty military installation in New York City.
It provides critical operational, logistical, and
community support to more than 50,000 vet-
erans, retirees, active-duty service members,
and their families. The installation has repeat-
edly answered the call to support civil authori-
ties during times of crisis, including following
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001,
during Hurricane Sandy, and throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The year 2025 marked Fort Hamilton’s
200th anniversary—a remarkable milestone
that coincides with the United States Army’s
250th birthday and serves as a bridge to our
Nation’s semiquincentennial in 2026. This
celebration offers an opportunity to reflect
upon the generation of soldiers, civilian em-
ployees, veterans, and military families whose
dedication and sacrifice have strengthened
both our local communities and our country.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring United States Army Garrison Fort
Hamilton for 200 years of unwavering service
to New York and the United States of Amer-
ica. May its proud legacy continue for genera-
tions to come.

———

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF
ISLAMIC RESOURCE GROUP

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 29, 2026
Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-

ognize Islamic Resource Group on the occa-
sion of its 25th anniversary.
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Islamic Resource Group (IRG) was founded
on June 19, 2001, as a nonprofit educational
outreach organization committed to building
bridges of understanding between Minnesota
Muslims and the broader Minnesota commu-
nity. For 25 years, Islamic Resource Group
has served Minnesota through educational re-
sources, community dialogue, mosque visits,
professional development, interfaith engage-
ment, public programs, and media outreach
that promote religious literacy, mutual under-
standing, and respect.

Since its founding, Islamic Resource Group
has delivered over 8,000 educational presen-
tations to over half a million Minnesotans in
face-to-face settings. lts work has reached
schools, businesses, government agencies,
houses of worship, and community organiza-
tions across Minnesota and beyond. IRG has
worked closely with educators and school dis-
tricts, including through a long-standing pres-
ence at the Education Minnesota Professional
Conference since 2002. Its interfaith initiatives
have connected hundreds of faith communities
with Minnesota Muslims and strengthened re-
lationships among neighbors of many religious
and cultural backgrounds. | am deeply grateful
for the crucial work IRG has done to combat
rising Islamophobia and build interfaith com-
munities.

IRG’s Minnesota Muslim Experience Project
and Tracks in the Snow Exhibit have helped
tell the stories of Minnesota Muslims and ex-
pand public understanding of a community
that has long contributed to the life and history
of this great state. Through its annual Building
Bridges Awards, IRG has honored Minneso-
tans whose work advances understanding,
justice, service, and relationship building
across communities.

As Islamic Resource Group marks 25 years
of service, | would like to recognize its impor-
tant contribution to religious literacy, interfaith
understanding, public education, and civic life
in Minnesota. Please join me in congratulating
Islamic Resource Group, its leaders, staff, vol-
unteers, speakers, partners, and supporters
on this milestone anniversary, and in thanking
them for their continued work building bridges
of understanding across Minnesota.

———

HONORING DR. ALOMA THERESA
INGRAM AS A DISTINGUISHED
LEADER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA

FOR  CARIBBEAN  HERITAGE
MONTH
HON. DARREN SOTO
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 29, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Dr.
Aloma Theresa Ingram as a Distinguished
Leader in Central Florida for Caribbean Herit-
age Month. Dr. Aloma Theresa Ingram, a na-
tive of Kingston, Jamaica, is a naturalized cit-
izen of the United States and a visionary lead-
er with a remarkable track record in early
childhood education.

Her passion for nurturing young minds led
her to attain a director credential in Early
Childhood Education and become an eminent
specialist and trainer-facilitator in the field.

An ardent advocate for global education, Dr.
Ingram holds prestigious titles as an Honorary
Queen Mother in the Paramount Palace in the
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