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school year, 196 students participated in the 
program, along with an additional 33 students 
in the summer program. 

Her vision for hands-on learning opportuni-
ties has resulted in valuable experience for 
students and job placements immediately after 
high school, benefiting students, local busi-
nesses, and the broader community. She has 
also consistently worked to improve the work- 
study curriculum to better reflect evolving 
workforce needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent such 
a dedicated public servant, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in acknowledging Michelle 
Kidd for her selfless service to the Crystal 
Lake community. 
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CONGRATULATING ELI DEBEVEC 
UPON HIS ACCEPTANCE TO THE 
UNITED STATES COAST GAURD 
ACADEMY 

HON. RICK W. ALLEN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate my constituent, Eli Debevec, 
upon his acceptance to the United States 
Coast Guard Academy. 

As a future cadet, he will be joining the 
ranks of the world’s most elite maritime secu-
rity force, guided by the motto: ‘‘Semper 
Paratus,’’ meaning ‘‘Always Ready.’’ 

The service and sacrifice of America’s mili-
tary personnel have safeguarded our Nation 
since its inception, protecting the Nation’s 
ports, waterways, and coastal areas from 
evolving threats. 

Throughout our history, American 
servicemembers have demonstrated tremen-
dous courage and strength, beating back tyr-
anny to the ends of the earth. 

I am proud to endorse Eli’s acceptance to 
the United States Coast Guard Academy; I am 
confident that his talents will distinguish him 
among his peers during his time at the Acad-
emy and thereafter. 

I congratulate Eli, and I know that he will 
make this Nation proud. 
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RECOGNIZING DESCENDANTS OF 
TOXIC-EXPOSED VETERANS 

HON. HILLARY J. SCHOLTEN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and support the thousands of 
Americans whose lives have been shaped by 
the cost of war: our Nation’s toxic-exposed 
veterans and their children and grandchildren. 

In my district, the 180th Transportation 
Company based in Muskegon, Michigan, an-
swered our Nation’s call for service. They 
served in Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan, and most of their members 
have proudly called West Michigan home. 
Their families carry the weight of that service 
long after they return, including the lasting im-
pact of exposure to toxic chemicals during 
their service. It is their stories, and the stories 
of families like them across the country, that 

bring me to the floor today. We have the 
unique and important opportunity this Con-
gress to stand by these veterans and their 
families in passing Congresswoman DEBBIE 
DINGELL’s H.R. 1769, the Molly R. Loomis Re-
search for Descendants of Toxic Exposed Vet-
erans Act. I am a proud cosponsor of this bill, 
and I am calling on my colleagues to join me. 

This legislation bears the name of Molly 
Loomis, whose story puts a human face to an 
issue that has gone unaddressed for far too 
long. Molly is the daughter of a U.S. Navy vet-
eran who was exposed to Agent Orange dur-
ing his service aboard the USS Ogden. Unfor-
tunately, her father passed away from cancer 
related to this toxic exposure. Molly developed 
a spinal cord illness known as Spina Bifida, 
which was also caused by exposure to Agent 
Orange. She was unable to receive aid from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for 
this condition because she herself was not a 
veteran. A previous bill, H.R. 1769, the Toxic 
Exposure Research Act, became law in 2016 
and authorized research into birth defects as-
sociated with chemical exposures during mili-
tary service. Yet the VA did not act on it, de-
termining the research was not feasible be-
cause it would focus on descendants rather 
than veterans themselves. The sons and 
daughters of our veterans were deemed, in ef-
fect, outside the scope of this pressing issue. 
That must change today. 

Molly’s story is not unique. Countless fami-
lies in my own district share this story as well. 
Across the country, the children and grand-
children of veterans who were exposed to 
Agent Orange, burn pits, and other toxic 
chemicals are living with conditions that medi-
cine is only just beginning to treat. Research 
has identified birth defects and health condi-
tions in the offspring of exposed veterans, in-
cluding spina bifida, heart deformities, auto-
immune disorders, and many other rare condi-
tions. 

These families have waited decades for an-
swers. The hidden cost of war is real; it goes 
beyond generational divides and deserves our 
full attention. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to am-
plify the voices of our veterans and their fami-
lies. I want to recognize the bravery of our Na-
tion’s toxic-exposed veterans and honor the 
strength and resilience of their descendants. 
Their lives remind us that a true commitment 
to service members and veterans must also 
extend to their families, who, in their meaning-
ful and heartbreaking stories, have also made 
brave sacrifices for our Nation. 
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RECOGNIZING WORLD REFUGEE 
DAY 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize World Refugee Day, which 
takes place on June 20 of each year, where 
we recognize the strength and resilience of 
those who have been displaced from their 
homes because of war or persecution. 

On July 28, 2026, we will commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the adoption of the Con-
vention relating to the Status of Refugees, the 
landmark international agreement that defined 
the term ‘‘refugee’’ as an individual who has 

been forced to flee their home country and is 
unable to return due to a well-founded fear of 
persecution based on race, religion, nation-
ality, membership in a particular social group 
and/or political opinion. The Convention also 
established the principle that nations should 
not forcibly return people to situations where 
they face harm. 

Today, there are an estimated 117 million 
displaced people who had been forced from 
their homes worldwide, including more than 
41.6 million refugees (over 30 percent of 
whom are children) and 9 million asylum seek-
ers. Fewer than 1 percent of refugees are 
ever resettled. 

Sadly, as we celebrate this day, the number 
of refugees globally is only increasing. It has 
been estimated that about 2.4 million refugees 
worldwide will require resettlement in 2027 be-
cause they remain at risk in the countries 
where they currently live and cannot safely re-
turn home. I recently had one young woman 
come into my office who lived 17 years in a 
refugee camp. She grew up with such uncer-
tainty but now has been resettled in our coun-
try and ready to contribute to our society and 
community. 

My home state of Wisconsin has benefitted 
from refugees. This includes the Hmong who 
fought as our allies during the Vietnam era 
and who fled persecution and death to come 
to the United States as refugees to start a 
new life after the war. What would have hap-
pened to them if our Nation closed its doors? 

But it is not just the Hmong. Wisconsin has 
opened its doors to our neighbors from many 
other countries. Since 1975, Wisconsin has 
provided a home to over 50 different groups of 
refugees who have contributed to our commu-
nities in all sorts of ways from cultural to eco-
nomical. Refugees help Wisconsin’s economy 
by actively participating in the workforce, pay-
ing taxes, starting businesses, buying homes, 
and becoming U.S. citizens. 

Yet, as we commemorate World Refugee 
Day, refugees remain under siege. 

The Trump administration is going after ref-
ugees and asylum seekers even though refu-
gees are one of the most closely scrutinized 
and vetted groups that come to our country. 

Yet, the Trump Administration has put a 
needless and harmful pause on the U.S. ref-
ugee program. A pause that is nearing two 
years for many individuals who have already 
lived decades in limbo. That decision canceled 
flights oversight for who were hours away from 
being able to finally rebuild their lives in our 
Nation. And that is just one of many actions 
that have effectively closed our Nation’s doors 
to most refugees. 

These policies do not make our Nation any 
safer and put at risk the lives and well-being 
of refugees fleeing violence and persecution, 
including Iranians, Afghans, Burmese 
Rohingya, Sudanese and Somalis, among 
many others. 

Refugees contribute greatly to our commu-
nities. Our own laws, such as the Refugee Act 
of 1980, recognize the historic policy of the 
United States to respond to the urgent needs 
of persons subject to persecution in their 
homelands, including, where appropriate, hu-
manitarian assistance for their care and main-
tenance, efforts to promote opportunities for 
resettlement or voluntary repatriation, admis-
sion to this country of refugees of special hu-
manitarian concern to the United States, and 
transitional assistance to refugees in the 
United States. 
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On this World Refugee Day, let us recommit 

to keep supporting the safety, health, and well 
being of refugees and asylum seekers fleeing 
war, persecution, or torture and welcome 
them, not turn a blind eye. 

The search for protection, peace, hope, and 
religious and political freedom is what 
spawned our own Nation whose 250th birth-
day we will soon be celebrating. 

As we celebrate World Refugee Day this 
year, let us honor the strength of those who 
have been forced to flee their homes with no 
safe way back and support a future where ev-
eryone is given the opportunity to thrive, no 
matter where they come from. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BELVIDERE LIONS 
CLUB 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Belvidere Lions Club as it cele-
brates its 80th anniversary, marking eight dec-
ades of outstanding community service and 
dedication to meeting local needs. 

Since its founding in 1946, the Belvidere 
Lions Club has been a hands-on, hardworking 
organization, sponsoring numerous impactful 
and memorable projects throughout the com-
munity. Guided by its motto, ‘‘We Serve,’’ the 
Club remains committed to active community 
engagement and to strengthening the commu-
nity it serves. One of the Club’s top priorities 
is vision health, and since 2023, it has 
screened more than 7,000 children and adults. 

Over the years, the Club has supported 
downtown revitalization efforts and donated a 
decorative clock to the City of Belvidere, now 
serving as the centerpiece of Hub Plaza. It 
continues to serve the community through 
projects and partnerships, including the Boone 
County Fair, Belvidere Youth Baseball, Fish ’n 
Fun, Camp Lions, Habitat for Humanity, and 
many others. The Club’s current initiative is 
the development of an inclusive playground to 
ensure that children of all abilities can play 
and interact together. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
Belvidere Lions Club for its many accomplish-
ments, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating its 80 years of commitment to 
service, leadership, and compassion, the val-
ues that define Lions Clubs International. 
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HONORING USS ALEXANDRIA (SSN– 
757) 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished service of the USS 
Alexandria (SSN–757) as the United States 
Navy prepares to decommission this remark-
able submarine after decades of faithful serv-
ice to the defense of our Nation. 

USS Alexandria was commissioned on June 
29, 1991, and will have an inactivation cere-
mony on the 35th anniversary of that date, on 

June 29, 2026. Submarines are known as the 
‘‘silent service,’’ but I can tell you that she had 
5 deployments in the Western Pacific and 10 
deployments in the European Theater. She 
was deployed on September 11, 2001, and 
stood ready to act if needed, on scene but un-
seen. 

During her 35-year lifespan, her crew exe-
cuted over 30 special operations vital to our 
national security. They were underway on nu-
clear power for over one million miles. She 
participated in joint training exercises with 
other nations, including testing operability and 
tactics in Arctic waters and surfacing through 
the ice. She made poll visits around the world 
as an ambassador and to communicate our 
Navy’s presence, assurance of freedom of 
navigation, and dedication to preserving 
peace. Her annual unclassified operations re-
ports are on file at the Navy’s History and Her-
itage Command. 

As the USS Alexandria concludes her active 
service, we pay tribute not only to the sub-
marine itself, but also to the thousands of sail-
ors, officers, civilian mariners, shipbuilders, 
maintenance workers, and military families 
whose hard work and sacrifices made her mis-
sions possible. 

The decommissioning of the USS Alexan-
dria marks the end of a proud chapter in naval 
history. While her service at sea may be end-
ing, her legacy will endure through the men 
and women who served aboard and supported 
her. They embody the enduring values of duty, 
honor, and country. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the extraordinary service of the USS Al-
exandria (SSN–757) and in expressing our 
gratitude to all who contributed to her distin-
guished record of service to the United States 
of America. 
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HONORING NORTHWEST INDIANA 
FORUM ENVIRONMENTAL AF-
FAIRS DIRECTOR KAY NELSON 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Kay Nelson upon her re-
tirement after a distinguished career dedicated 
to environmental stewardship, economic de-
velopment, public service, and the advance-
ment of Indiana’s workforce and industrial 
economy. 

Throughout her remarkable career, Kay Nel-
son has worked tirelessly to improve our envi-
ronment, strengthen our industrial base, and 
support working families throughout Northwest 
Indiana and our Nation. Her leadership, exper-
tise, and commitment to public service have 
left an enduring impact on countless commu-
nities and organizations. After decades of 
service, she has announced her well-deserved 
retirement, concluding a career that has 
spanned local, regional, state, national, and 
international responsibilities. 

Since joining the Northwest Indiana Forum 
in 1998 as Environmental Affairs Director, Kay 
has played an instrumental role in advancing 
initiatives that balance environmental policy 
with economic growth. As a leader within 
Northwest Indiana’s premier economic devel-
opment organization, she has contributed to 

virtually every major environmental initiative in 
our region during the past quarter century. Her 
work has supported business attraction, reten-
tion, and expansion while helping communities 
understand the long-term environmental and 
economic benefits of sustainable development. 

Throughout her tenure, Kay has success-
fully brought together businesses, government 
agencies, and community stakeholders to ad-
dress complex environmental challenges. She 
has helped shape regional policy positions, 
built consensus on matters of local and na-
tional significance, and served as a trusted 
voice representing both environmental inter-
ests and the business community. Her ability 
to bridge diverse perspectives has strength-
ened Northwest Indiana’s reputation as a 
place where environmental responsibility and 
economic growth can work hand in hand. 

Prior to joining the Forum, Kay established 
an impressive record of public service through 
numerous leadership roles, including Industrial 
Pretreatment Coordinator, U.S. EPA Waste-
water Expansion Construction Grant Adminis-
trator, Brownfield Redevelopment Adminis-
trator, and Director of the Indiana Department 
of Environmental Management—Northwest 
Regional Office. She also represented Indiana 
at the national level as a member of the U.S. 
EPA’s Iron and Steel Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act group. 

Kay’s influence has extended far beyond 
Northwest Indiana. A nationally respected 
leader in Great Lakes policy, she served on 
the negotiating team for the Great Lakes—St. 
Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Com-
pact and continues to serve as a Great Lakes 
Commissioner after appointments by Governor 
Mike Pence and reappointments by Governor 
Eric Holcomb. Her efforts ensured the adop-
tion of the Compact, a landmark agreement 
signed into Indiana law in 2008 that protects 
one of our Nation’s most valuable natural re-
sources. She has also served on the Volks-
wagen Trust Fund Settlement Board and nu-
merous environmental advisory committees fo-
cused on the future of the Great Lakes region. 

Her extensive service includes leadership 
roles with the Great Lakes Advisory Board, the 
U.S. EPA Region 5 Great Lakes National Pro-
gram Office, the Northwest Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission’s Environmental and 
Transportation Committees, the Indiana Manu-
facturers Association, and the Indiana Cham-
ber of Commerce, where she served as presi-
dent of its Environmental Committee. Her 
commitment to community service has also 
benefited organizations including Hospice of 
the Calumet Area, the Dunes Learning Center, 
and the Shirley Heinze Land Trust. 

A graduate of Purdue University, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Nat-
ural Resources and Environmental Science 
with a focus on water quality, Kay has consist-
ently demonstrated excellence throughout her 
career. Her many honors include receiving In-
diana’s highest civilian distinction, the Saga-
more of the Wabash, on two separate occa-
sions from Governor Mitch Daniels and Gov-
ernor Eric Holcomb. She has also twice re-
ceived the Distinguished Hoosier Award and 
has been recognized as Volunteer of the Year 
by the Indiana Chamber of Commerce and as 
an Influential Woman of Northwest Indiana in 
Economic Development. 

Her innovative leadership has been recog-
nized repeatedly by the Society of Innovators 
at Purdue University Northwest, including hon-
ors for her contributions to the Great Lakes— 
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