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locally and abroad through projects ranging 
from Habitat for Humanity homes to water 
wells in Haiti and Kenya. The chapter’s work 
reflects a deep commitment to service and to 
expanding opportunity for all. 

The Hampton Alumnae Chapter has also 
been a leader in promoting health and 
wellness, economic empowerment, and civic 
engagement. Through voter registration ef-
forts, public forums, financial literacy pro-
grams, wellness initiatives, and youth leader-
ship development, the chapter has helped 
residents become more informed, engaged, 
and empowered members of their commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Hampton 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Incorporated, for 75 years of dedicated 
service and community leadership. I congratu-
late its members, past and present, on this 
milestone anniversary and thank them for the 
lasting impact they have made on Hampton 
Roads and beyond. 
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POLISH-AMERICAN SOLIDARITY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 4, 2026 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Pawel Kowal, hand delivered a 
Resolution from the Parliament of Poland to 
Armed Services Committee Chairman, MIKE 
ROGERS, and Helsinki Commission Chairman, 
JOE WILSON, reaffirming solidarity of Poland 
and the United States. Friendship between the 
people of America with the people of Poland 
has never been stronger with the bonds of 8.3 
million Polish-Americans in all states and terri-
tories. I include in the RECORD the following 
Resolution: 
RESOLUTION OF THE SEMJ OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

POLAND OF MAY 29, 2026 ON POLISH-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS AND THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 
250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Two hundred and fifty years ago, on July 4, 

1776, the American Congress adopted the 
Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen 
United States of America, commonly known 
as the Declaration of Independence. Since 
the very beginnings of the history of the 
United States, close ties between Americans 
and Poles also began to develop. The Dec-
laration of Independence, together with the 
United States Constitution, adopted in later 
years, embodied the political ideals of the 
Enlightenment and enshrined values that 
have continued to inspire many nations 
around the world to this day—the ideas of 
freedom, equality, human rights, as well as 
the separation and balance of powers. Above 
all, these documents solidified the convic-
tion that power derives from the nation. 
Similar tendencies and ideals led to the 
adoption of the Constitution of 3 May in Po-
land in 1791—the second constitution in the 
world and the first modern constitution in 
Europe. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland empha-
sizes that a profound love of freedom and a 
shared understanding of democratic ideals 
impelled the heroes of Poland’s quest for 
independence to engage in the American 
Revolution and in the fight for the independ-
ence of the United States of America. 
Through their many initiatives, Tadeusz 
Kościuszko and Kazimierz Pulaski helped de-

fend the independence of the nascent Amer-
ican state. In the years that followed, the 
Polish-American bond forged in battle was 
put to the test on numerous occasions and 
was sealed in blood by the sacrifices made by 
soldiers of both nations during joint combat 
missions. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland ex-
presses its appreciation for the role of the 
Polish diaspora in the United States. For 
generations, Poles emigrated to America 
and—through their labor—contributed to the 
economic success of the United States, 
whilst at the same time preserving the mem-
ory of their homeland in their hearts and 
cultivating the traditions of their ancestors. 
In many cases they prepared themselves to 
fight for Poland’s independence and for the 
rebuilding of the state once freedom had 
been regained. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland recalls 
with respect and gratitude the role of the 
United States in restoring Poland’s inde-
pendence after First World War. The position 
taken by the United States effectively con-
tributed to achieving the goal pursued by 
several generations of Poles. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland further 
emphasizes that the United States made a 
special contribution to the liberation of Po-
land from the communist regime, the res-
toration of its independence, and to advanc-
ing the process of systemic transformation 
initiated in 1989. The support of the United 
States for Poland’s accession to NATO in 
1999 was crucial to ensuring the security of a 
free Poland and its place within the Euro-At-
lantic community. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland ac-
knowledges the importance of the contem-
porary parliamentary relations with the 
Congress of the United States. We emphasize 
that the Polish-American relations, ground-
ed in the pursuit of shared ideals, are funda-
mental to the security of our state. Poland is 
an important ally of the United States, espe-
cially within the context of the eastern flank 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
This is demonstrated by the permanent pres-
ence of the United States Armed Forces 
troops in Poland. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland under-
scores that the Polish-American friendship is 
important to Polish society and is recog-
nized as such across political lines. On the 
special occasion of the 250th anniversary of 
the founding of the United States of America 
and of the relations that have developed be-
tween our nations, we wish the American 
people prosperity in the spirit of the ideals 
that have shaped the public life of the United 
States. 

f 

ENSHRINING THE WORDS OF CALI-
FORNIA STATE SENATOR BILL 
MONNING IN OUR NATION’S HIS-
TORY 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 4, 2026 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to include 
in the RECORD a Commencement Ceremony 
speech by Senator Bill Monning, J.D. (Ret.), 
given to the 2026 spring graduates of the 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies: 

Thank you, Provost McCauley, Vice Presi-
dent Dayton-Johnson, Distinguished Guests, 
Faculty, and Graduates: thank you for the 
honor of addressing this year’s graduating 
class. 

Congratulations to MIIS Graduate Student 
Speaker Julena Wuer on your Master of Arts 

in Translation and Localization Manage-
ment and your amazing journey, so far! We 
look forward to hearing your remarks! 

To the graduates’ families: thank you for 
your support of these graduates who today 
make you proud and who will continue to 
stand on your shoulders of love and support. 

To the faculty and staff of MIIS, we thank 
each and all of you for your dedication to 
this graduating class, and for all who came 
before. Thank you! 

I want to thank the City of Monterey and 
Mayor Tyller Williamson for your enduring 
support and partnership with MIIS through 
the years and for hosting us today in front of 
the Monterey City Hall and the historic Col-
ton Hall. Thank you! 

Thank you to the staff and volunteers who 
have helped organize and coordinate today’s 
ceremony; to the student interpreters; and 
to Mike Gillen on the bagpipes. Thank you. 

And, to the 2026 SPRING GRADUATES of 
the Middlebury Institute of International 
Studies, CONGRATULATIONS! 

As we join in celebration of the 2026 Spring 
graduates, we also carry the memories of 
those who did so much to build the Institute 
who have left us, but who have also have left 
their marks: President Emeritus Dr. Robert 
Gard and professors Jan Black, Tsuneo 
Akaha, Edgard Coley, Glynn Wood, and all 
those who gave so much to so many. We 
carry you in our hearts. 

As a former professor of international ne-
gotiation and conflict resolution and as a di-
rector of the Graduate Program on Trade 
and Commercial Diplomacy founded by Geza 
Feketekuty, who joins us today, I can state 
that my seventeen years teaching at MIIS 
were among the most rewarding of my ca-
reer. 

I had prepared to deliver a bit of a eulogy 
for MIIS based on the planned closure of the 
Middlebury Institute of International Stud-
ies. We are thrilled today to be able to ac-
knowledge the positive progress with Soka 
University and prospects for the continued 
operations, in some form, of the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies, Soka Uni-
versity, USA. Thanks to all of the MIIS and 
Soka University leaders who have worked 
hard to offer this encouraging public dec-
laration of intention. 

Graduates, today many of you are joined 
by your families of origin. Some of you have 
family who are unable to join you here 
today, but they are with you in spirit as they 
have supported your pursuit of this special 
education and training. Today you join an-
other family, the family of MIIS graduates. 

You now become part of a powerful force 
that has been recognized in Washington, D.C. 
and internationally as ‘‘the MIIS Mafia’’. 
While the term ‘‘mafia’’ may have a negative 
connotation—As used, it is intended to sug-
gest an empowering connection among a 
family of graduates who bring recognized ex-
cellence in a number of professional skills. 

As we talk about the MIIS family, we are 
really talking about the power of human 
connections. In my experience at MIIS, we 
saw these human connections at work in the 
Middle East. 

For three years, Global Majority, a non- 
profit formed by MIIS students, organized 
training programs in Amman, Jordan, hosted 
by the United Nations Peace University that 
included Palestinian and Israeli students 
along with U.S. and international students. 

Each year, when the students first con-
vened, there was visible tension—expressions 
of animosity and mistrust between the Pal-
estinian and Israeli students—most had 
never talked to ‘‘the other’’. 

One of our program’s leaders and instruc-
tors was a Palestinian student from Gaza 
who was also a student at MIIS—Ramiz 
Younis. Ramiz used his MIIS training and 
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the MIIS family of support to help bridge the 
divides of historic mistrust between Pal-
estinians and Israelis. He helped create a 
space for the students to share visions of a 
Middle East at peace. 

Global Majority’s training programs were 
designed to impart some basic and practical 
skills in negotiation strategy and tactics. 
With MIIS students and graduates Cameron 
Hunter, Lejla Bratovic, Ramiz Younis, and 
Nick Tomb, we recreated a MIIS family envi-
ronment in the heart of the Middle East, 
where mutual respect and open-exchange 
built bridges between cultures and those who 
had always seen ‘‘the other’’ as their en-
emies. 

While I like to think that our training im-
parted some value, I came to realize that it 
was often the time that students spent to-
gether in Jordanian nightclubs, dancing and 
socializing, that built the lasting human 
connections. These experiences helped par-
ticipants discover their shared humanity. In 
fact, out of one of those Global Majority con-
ferences emerged a romance and a marriage 
between a Palestinian and an Israeli! 

This Romeo and Juliet connection along 
with others have been called ‘‘MIIS- 
matches’’—those relationships that take 
shape with couples who met at MIIS. 

Similarly, MIIS family graduates will con-
tinue to intersect and network around the 
world. Graduates, you will bring a critically 
needed mindset to your future work. 

We have seen the power of MIIS-educated 
interpreters and translators where according 
to Professor and former Dean Laura Burian, 
high powered international negotiations 
have relied on interpreters for all parties 
who shared a common bond—they were all 
trained at MIIS. 

In the arena of nuclear non-proliferation, 
as certain world leaders have actually 
threatened the use of nuclear weapons, we 
have heard from the founder and director of 
the Center for Nonproliferation and Ter-
rorism Studies, Bill Potter, of high stakes 
meetings of the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty Review Conference where as many as 
one half of the members of national delega-
tions are members of the MIIS family—those 
trained by Bill Potter, Jean Du Preez, and 
the Center’s entire team. These human con-
nections that you have helped to build can 
prove critical to the affirmation of existing 
and future treaties. 

Professor Potter and Professor Anna 
Vassilieva of the Russian Studies Program 
have served the MIIS family of students and 
graduates for decades. I think of them as the 
patriarch and matriarch of the faculty, staff, 
and students of MIIS who have worked for 
decades to build the international human 
connections that can lead to greater global 
understanding and the peaceful resolution of 
disputes. Thank you. Bill and Anna. 

Professor Mahabat Baimyrzieva has helped 
to build the MIIS family through long dis-
tance learning and cutting-edge educational 
technology as she has trained students in the 
art and science of sustainable organizational 
development that is also reliant on human 
connections. Professor Maha has shown stu-
dents and others how to build organizations 
that can serve and heal our interconnected 
world. 

While our world is rich in natural re-
sources, we are also living in a world that 
faces the ravages of climate change that 
threatens all life on land and sea. Professors 
Jeffrey Langholz and Jason Scorse have 
built a pioneering program in environmental 
and ocean policy, and management. They 
have relied on science and human connec-
tions to create pathways of possibility to 
save our planet. They look to you, MIIS 
graduates, to embrace the urgency of these 
threats to inspire and galvanize greater 

unity among nations and people and to de-
mand that policy makers work together 
based on a fundamental respect for science, 
not its abandonment. 

Professors Robert Rokowsky and Wei 
Liang have continued to lead training pro-
grams in international trade and diplomacy, 
developed by Professor Feketekuty, ground-
ed in practical professional skills. Their 
MIIS graduates have earned the respect of 
policy makers and academics in the field of 
international trade around the globe. 

And, among the MIIS family of graduates, 
we have seen leaders emerge internationally 
and in support of our local communities. 
Graduates Chris Devers and John Myers have 
helped to build the Rancho Cielo program in 
Salinas which is serving at-risk youth who 
have benefited from the work of MIIS stu-
dent volunteers. 

Graduates, with the diplomas you have 
earned today, you also receive a life mem-
bership in the MIIS family. You will always 
be a MIIS graduate and now carry the privi-
lege and responsibility of being ambassadors 
of the MIIS legacy and the MIIS family—a 
family that we are pleased to learn will like-
ly continue to grow. 

As you embark upon today’s troubled 
world, you will face the many challenges 
faced by the human family. But while many 
look at the world in desperation, you bring 
tools to a world that needs your skills now 
more than ever. The MIIS family, dedicated 
to critical global issues and making a dif-
ference, will grow with your contributions. 

It won’t be easy. We are living in a new 
world paradigm where leaders speak of train-
ing more lethal warriors and ignore the Rule 
of Law and international law with impunity. 

And yet, in this time of such great need, 
we know that higher education is in a period 
of contraction. During this academic year 
alone, the U.S. government has dropped the 
number of international student visas by al-
most 100,000, representing a 36% decline in 
international student enrollments. Some 
have heralded the denial of visas to inter-
national students as an achievement, but 
they show their ignorance as they fail to rec-
ognize the value that international students 
bring to our nation and to the global com-
mons. 

At the same time, immigrant workers are 
being targeted by ICE with no respect for 
their due process or basic civil rights. We 
must remember the critical contributions 
that immigrant workers and their families 
make to our economy, our communities, and 
our humanity. Professor William Arrocha 
has contributed greatly to the field of immi-
gration and migration studies and has served 
as an expert on the current crisis. Mil 
gracias, Professor Arrocha! 

Internationally, we have witnessed the dis-
mantling and dissolution of the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID), 
which has resulted in the documented deaths 
of over 600,000 innocent civilians—the major-
ity, women and children. These preventable 
deaths resulted from the drastic cut-off of 
nutritional support, medicines. and medical 
care. You and members of the MIIS family 
can be instrumental in reversing the tragic 
effects of these brutal decisions. 

As active wars continue to rage, the death 
toll remains highest among innocents, 
among women and children and non-combat-
ants. Those who initiate these wars are fail-
ures. We must develop leaders who are meas-
ured on their ability to negotiate, to build 
diplomatic relationships, and to invest in the 
welfare and survival of people—not in their 
destruction. 

As you march with your diplomas today, 
you carry not only a lifelong professional 
credential—you also join the ranks of the 
MIIS family living around the world. You are 

now among the best trained on the planet to 
bring together experts in multiple dis-
ciplines to explore pathways to peace, global 
sustainability, cross-cultural communica-
tion, and public health. 

Graduates of the Class of 2026, the time is 
now. The world needs you more than ever be-
fore. 

My final word of advice to you as we speak 
of the MIIS family is how you will embark 
on your professional journey with your own 
families. As you pursue important and de-
manding jobs, at the end of the day, at the 
end of your career, the family with whom 
you live and create a life will be among your 
most important and valuable supporters. The 
family that supports you will not remember 
you for any piece of legislation, trade agree-
ment, or international treaty that you 
might have helped to negotiate, or a high 
stakes meeting you helped to interpret . . . 
NO, they will remember the time you spent 
together! 

So, in your busy and important work cal-
endars, remember to include and prioritize 
family time—time with your partners, 
spouses, children, parents and grandparents. 
These will be among the most important ap-
pointments in your calendar in your life’s 
journey. 

Finally, my congratulations and best wish-
es to each and all of you! 

Go now, Members and ambassadors of the 
MIIS family. Make us proud by doing good, 
and by being good people. Our world needs 
you! 

Thank you. 

f 

HONORING MRS. ANNETTE 
TILLMAN HILL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 4, 2026 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mrs. Annette Tillman 
Hill, a native of Copiah County who is known 
for being a distinguished educator, counselor, 
civic leader, and community advocate. 

Mrs. Hill began her educational journey at 
Center Hill Elementary School, attended Piney 
Woods for junior high school, and graduated 
from Utica Institute High School. She entered 
Tougaloo College in the fall of 1952 at just 
fourteen years old and graduated in 1956 at 
the age of eighteen. While attending 
Tougaloo, she was initiated into the Gamma 
Omicron Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity. Mrs Hill was inducted in the Tougaloo Col-
lege Hall of Fame in 2015. She also served as 
Regional Chairperson for the Bush Challenge 
National Alumni Giving Fund and remains an 
active member of the Tougaloo National Alum-
ni Association. 

Following graduation, Mrs. Hill began her 
career as a Science and Mathematics teacher 
at Parrish High School in Hazlehurst, where 
she taught for four years. She later relocated 
to Chicago and continued her work in edu-
cation at Wendell Phillips High School, serving 
both as a Science and Mathematics teacher 
and later as a school counselor. During this 
time, she earned a Master of Education de-
gree in Guidance and Counseling from Chi-
cago State University. 

In 1971, Mrs. Hill returned to Mississippi to 
serve as a counselor at Jackson State Univer-
sity. While at Jackson State University, she 
served on numerous committees and boards, 
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