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concerns and encourage a review of the case.
His tireless advocacy helped initiate a reexam-
ination of the conviction. In 2025 and 2026,
District Judge David Wahlberg formally found
Carmen Mejia innocent, and she was exoner-
ated and freed after 23 years behind bars.

Throughout this process, Mr. Guerrero has
remained humble about his role, emphasizing
that he simply followed his conscience and his
belief that justice must always be pursued with
honesty and fairness. His willingness to come
forward demonstrates the importance of integ-
rity in public service and reminds us that safe-
guarding our liberties requires vigilance from
everyone. When the powers that be are
wrong, our Nation relies on the moral integrity
of everyday citizens like Art Guerrero to set
things right.

As the United States Representative for the
35th District of Texas, it is my great privilege
to recognize Art Guerrero for his years of
service to the people of Texas and for his
principled commitment to fairness and ac-
countability. His example reminds us that the
strength of our democracy depends not only
on laws and institutions, but also on the cour-
age of those willing to challenge those institu-
tions for the sake of justice.

I am grateful for his decency, his tenacity,
and his commitment to the pursuit of fairness
for all Texans.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DELL INGRAM-WALKER

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and recognize the life and leg-
acy of Dell Ingram-Walker, an extraordinary
healthcare leader and dedicated public serv-
ant, whose impact on pediatric healthcare and
her community will not be forgotten.

Dell Ingram-Walker served with distinction
as the Vice President, Chief Operating Officer,
and President of McLane Children’s Medical
Center in Temple, Texas. A pioneering leader,
she made history as the first Black Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer of the institu-
tion, breaking barriers and setting a powerful
example for future generations. Throughout
her career, Dell led with both excellence and
compassion. Her organizational style was de-
fined not only by operational success, but by
her deep commitment to people. She actively
engaged with staff at every level, fostering a
culture where every voice was valued and
every team member felt empowered. Through
initiatives  focused on  connection and
mentorship, she worked tirelessly to uplift
those around her and ensure the highest
standard of care for patients and families.

A proud alumna of the University of Ala-
bama, Dell carried her passion for leadership
and grace into every role she held. She was
known for encouraging professional growth, in-
spiring others to pursue their goals, and cre-
ating opportunities for advancement within the
healthcare field. Her influence extended far
beyond the hospital walls, touching the lives of
colleagues, patients, and the broader commu-
nity.

Beyond her professional accomplishments,
Dell will be remembered for her kindness,
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warmth, and the genuine care she showed to
everyone she encountered. She built meaning-
ful relationships and left a lasting impression
on all who had the privilege of knowing her.

Dell Ingram-Walker represents the very best
of guidance in healthcare. She was truly com-
passionate for others and deeply committed to
service. On behalf of a grateful community, |
extend my deepest condolences to her family,
friends, and colleagues, and | honor her re-
markable life and enduring legacy.

———

RECOGNIZING DELYLAH HAWK

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Delylah Hawk for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Delylah has overcome many challenges
along her journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Delylah, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Delylah’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at Jef-
ferson Jr./Sr. High School and is clearly just
the beginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Delylah Hawk
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth Award.

———

CELEBRATING BELLARMINE COL-
LEGE PREPARATORY’S 175TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. SAM T. LICCARDO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Mr. LICCARDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues, Representative RO
KHANNA and Representative ZOE LOFGREN, to
celebrate Bellarmine College Preparatory on
the extraordinary occasion of its 175th anni-
versary. As the oldest Jesuit secondary school
in California, Bellarmine embodies a tradition
that uniquely combines academic excellence,
moral formation, and enduring contributions to
the broader community and the world. Found-
ed in 1851 as Santa Clara Preparatory, part of
what was then Santa Clara College,
Bellarmine grew alongside the City of San
José. For nearly two centuries, the school has
rooted its mission in the Jesuit tradition of
educating the whole person—mind, body, and
spirit—with a deep commitment to service.
Through extensive service-learning programs,
the school encourages students to engage
meaningfully with the world around them.
Bellarmine students contribute thousands of
hours each year to community service—sup-
porting local shelters, tutoring underserved
youth, assisting food banks, and partnering
with nonprofit organizations throughout the re-
gion. These efforts cultivate in students a life-
long dedication to justice, compassion, and
civic responsibility.

The school’s emphasis on forming “men for
and with others”—core to the Jesuit mission—
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guides its daily work. Bellarmine cultivates
generations of leaders who go on to serve in
public office, education, business, and the
nonprofit sector. | am one of three Bellarmine
alumni to have served as mayor to San José’s
one million residents. Numerous others have
demonstrated their leadership as founders and
C-suite executives of major Silicon Valley
companies, as executive directors of impactful
non-profit organizations, as educators at top
universities, as California legislators, as
Rhodes Scholars, as gold-medal-winning
Olympians, and as NFL and MLB all-stars.
More than their achievement, however,
Bellarmine alumni have stood out for their
service to the world. This legacy reflects
Bellarmine’s ability to inspire young people to
pursue lives of purpose and service.

Bellarmine also demonstrates an impressive
commitment to access and opportunity.
Through financial aid programs and institu-
tional support, no student who meets
Bellarmine’s rigorous academic standards for
admission is turned away for his family’s in-
ability to pay tuition. The school's extensive
scholarship program opens its doors to tal-
ented students from socioeconomic back-
grounds, building a student body that increas-
ingly reflects the extraordinary diversity of San
José. This commitment strengthens both the
school community and the broader region, as
graduates embrace values of inclusion and
equity in their professional and civic lives.

At Bellarmine, Jesuits actively teach, men-
tor, and guide students, creating an environ-
ment where young people feel known, receive
support, and embrace challenges that faster
growth. Through classroom instruction, cam-
pus ministry, retreats, and weekly Mass, the
school fosters reflection, ethical leadership,
and spiritual development that continue to
shape students long after graduation.
Bellarmine’s academic, athletic, and extra-
curricular programs further enrich the cultural
and civic fabric of the community. Bellarmine
students routinely excel in statewide and na-
tional competitions across a wide variety of
pursuits: athletics, speech and debate, robot-
ics, chess, National Merit Scholarships, and
every other means by which students can
learn to overcome life’s barriers to excel, and
to inspire others to do so.

Mr. Speaker, for 175 years, Bellarmine Col-
lege Preparatory has upheld the highest ideals
of Jesuit education—academic rigor, moral in-
tegrity, and a steadfast commitment to service.
| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the entire Bellarmine community—stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni, and families—on
this remarkable milestone. May Bellarmine
continue to inspire and form future generations
of leaders dedicated to building a more just
and compassionate world.

RECOGNIZING THE GENESEE
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. GLENN THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to highlight the Genesee
Township Volunteer Fire Department and the
numerous officials who have served for many
years.




April 29, 2026

The Fire Department serves the Genesee
township and the surrounding areas of Potter
County, providing critical assistance to thou-
sands of Pennsylvanians.

As a former volunteer firefighter with more
than three decades of service, | know the
dedication and commitment volunteers make
to serve their respective fire departments and
the surrounding areas. They truly are the
backbone of many small rural communities.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to recognize
the following individuals: Bill Baker for his half-
centuryof service; Patty Ransom and Susie
Calcote for each serving 30 years; and Monica
Porcuri, for her five years of service in the de-
partment.

Our communities are safer because of these
brave men and women. Mr. Speaker, | thank
them for their service and selflessness.

RECOGNIZING EDEN RAYNE NEHLS
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Eden Rayne Nehls for earning
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award.

Eden Rayne has overcome many chal-
lenges along her journey to success, dem-
onstrating perseverance at every step. Stu-
dents who strive to make the most of their
education, like Eden Rayne, develop crucial
skills and a work ethic that will guide them for
the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Eden Rayne’s hard work, determina-
tion, and perseverance at Jefferson Jr./Sr.
High School and is clearly just the beginning
of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Eden Rayne
Nehls on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

————

HONORING ROBERT A. “ROB”
KRET ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Robert A. Kret on the oc-
casion of his retirement after an extraordinary
35-year career in museum leadership, historic
preservation, and public service. It is espe-
cially fitting that Rob retires at this pivotal mo-
ment in our Nation’s history, as the United
States prepares to commemorate the 250th
anniversary of American independence. At a
time when our country is reflecting on its past
and looking toward its future, Rob’s lifelong
work preserving history, elevating community
stories, and strengthening civic institutions has
never been more important. His imprint on the
museum field, and particularly on the role of
state and local history organizations at this
crucial national juncture, will endure for gen-
erations.

Throughout his distinguished career, Rob
Kret has demonstrated a steadfast commit-
ment to preserving our shared history, ex-
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panding access to culture, and ensuring that
museums remain vibrant institutions that edu-
cate and inspire future generations. Most re-
cently, Rob has served with distinction as the
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer
of the Connecticut Museum of Culture and
History, a role he assumed in 2019. During his
tenure, he guided the institution through a pe-
riod of remarkable growth and transformation.
Under his leadership, the Museum success-
fully navigated the unprecedented challenges
of the COVID-19 pandemic, completed a stra-
tegic rebranding and name change, broad-
ened statewide and national awareness, and
launched significant expansion planning ef-
forts.

Thanks to Rob’s vision and dedication, an-
nual visitation grew to more than 100,000 visi-
tors, contributed revenue increased substan-
tially, and both the Board of Trustees and pro-
fessional staff expanded and diversified. He
also helped secure two Community Project
Funding awards totaling $2 million, strength-
ening the Museum’s ability to preserve and
share Connecticut’s rich and diverse stories.
Through his efforts, the Connecticut Museum
has become an even more dynamic and rel-
evant institution as it celebrated its historic
200th anniversary as the Nation’s 7th oldest
history organization.

Importantly, Rob has been a leading voice
in highlighting the indispensable role that state
and local history organizations will play in the
upcoming America’s 250th anniversary as the
institutions best positioned to connect Ameri-
cans to our Nation’s story and preserve it for
generations to come. He has helped remind
the Nation that the story of America is not told
only through national landmarks or famous fig-
ures, but through the towns, neighborhoods,
cultural institutions, and communities whose
histories collectively define our democracy. His
leadership has elevated the importance of in-
vesting in historical societies, museums, and
archives so that every community can see
itself reflected in this once-in-a-generation
commemoration.

Before coming to Connecticut, Rob brought
decades of leadership experience to some of
the Nation’s most respected cultural institu-
tions. He served as Executive Director of the
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, where he oversaw major capital
projects, strengthened collections stewardship,
and expanded public engagement. Earlier in
his career, he led the Hunter Museum of
American Art in Chattanooga, Tennessee, the
Miami University Art Museum in Ohio, the
Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum in Wis-
consin, and the Ella Sharp Museum in Michi-
gan. In each role, he left institutions stronger,
more sustainable, and better positioned to
serve their communities.

Rob’s career has been marked not only by
administrative excellence, but by a deep belief
that museums are essential civic spaces—
places where communities can see them-
selves reflected, where history is preserved
with honesty and care, and where curiosity
can flourish. His leadership has helped count-
less people connect more deeply with art, cul-
ture, and history.

As Rob steps into retirement, we recognize
not only his many accomplishments, but also
the integrity, wisdom, and generosity with
which he has led. We thank him for his dec-
ades of service and for the lasting legacy he
leaves in Connecticut and across the museum
field.
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On behalf of the United States Congress, |
extend my sincere congratulations to Robert
A. Kret on his retirement and offer my best
wishes for health, happiness, and continued
success in the years ahead.

———

RECOGNIZING ELI CHEVALIER ON
HIS OFFER OF APPOINTMENT TO
ATTEND THE UNITED STATES
NAVAL ACADEMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay spe-
cial tribute to an outstanding student from
Ohio’'s 5th Congressional District. | am
pleased to announce that Eli Chevalier of Syc-
amore, Ohio, has been offered an appoint-
ment to the United States Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Maryland.

Eli’s offer of appointment permits him to at-
tend the United States Naval Academy this fall
with the incoming Class of 2030. Attending
one of our Nation’s military academies not
only offers the opportunity to serve our country
but also guarantees a world-class education
while undertaking one of the most challenging
and rewarding experiences of his life. Eli
brings a tremendous amount of leadership,
service, and dedication to the incoming Class
of 2030. While attending Mohawk High
School, he participated in academic team,
Spanish Club, Mentor Club, and was Presi-
dent of National Honor Society. Throughout
high school, Eli was involved in football, bas-
ketball, and track and field, earning his varsity
letter. | am confident that he will carry the les-
sons of his student and athletic leadership to
the Naval Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Eli Chevalier on his offer of
appointment to the United States Naval Acad-
emy. Our service academies offer the finest
military training and education available, and |
am positive that Eli will excel during his career
at the Naval Academy. | ask my colleagues to
join me in extending their best wishes to him
as he begins his service to our Nation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF ASAL SAYAS

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to honor the life and legacy of
Asal Sayas. Asal was a remarkable public
servant, advocate, and friend, whose passing
leaves an immeasurable void in the lives of all
who knew her.

Asal was an extraordinary leader and a
dedicated public servant in Congress and the
Executive Branch. She served as the Director
of Operations for my office, and in the Senate
for Senator KLOBUCHAR. Asal was an invalu-
able member of my team who brought a deep
sense of purpose to her work. She was some-
one you could always count on, driven by a
genuine desire to serve others and a ready
smile that she shared with us often. She also
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