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The district has grown to include twenty 

schools—Tangerine Farms K–8 and Marana 
Vista Academy opened just last year. It now 
serves 13,000 students from preschool 
through 12th grade and is home to 2,000 dedi-
cated employees. 

Ranked in the top 1 percent of Arizona dis-
tricts for academic growth, Marana Unified 
provides an exceptional education to all its 
students, from kindergarten to high school. 

The district offers a wide array of out-
standing academic programs, including an ad-
vanced Special Education program, a Gifted 
and Talented Education program, and 21st 
Century Community Learning Center opportu-
nities to foster college and career readiness. 

In addition to academics, Marana Unified 
also excels in its athletic programs. Through-
out the decades, the district has built a legacy 
of athletic excellence, from championship foot-
ball and basketball teams to competitive 
volleyball, soccer, and tennis programs. 

I congratulate Marana Unified School Dis-
trict, Superintendent Dr. Dan Streeter, teach-
ers and staff, and students and families on 
100 years of academic excellence. 

Their commitment to learning and growth 
has made education in Marana what it is 
today. If it is true that education is the key to 
a better future—and I firmly believe it is—then 
Marana is where those keys are made. 

May they enjoy this accomplishment. Here 
is to the many years ahead and generations of 
Marana students to come who will be im-
pacted by their work. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHIEF DAR-
RELL FISHER OF NEW HOLLAND 
EMS 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Darrell Fisher, 
Chief of the New Holland EMS, for being 
named the recipient of the 2026 Dr. George 
Moerkirk Memorial Outstanding Contributions 
to EMS Award. 

Chief Fisher has been an EMT since 2001 
and has served as Chief of New Holland EMS, 
based in eastern Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania, since 2006. Beginning in 2016, Chief 
Fisher has also served as president of the 
Lancaster County EMS Council. In these 
roles, Chief Fisher has been instrumental in 
the development and support of pilot projects 
and education initiatives, as well as the imple-
mentation of innovative technology, both in 
Lancaster County and the region. 

During his tenure, New Holland EMS has 
seen tremendous growth. In 2024, he oversaw 
the creation of a mental health symposium 
and support program for EMS providers and 
their family members. In 2019, New Holland 
EMS merged with Leola Ambulance, was up-
graded to an Advanced Life Support (Para-
medic) Agency in 2025, and became the 
fourth paramedic level agency in the state to 
be able to carry and administer whole blood. 

The Dr. George Moerkirk Memorial Out-
standing Contributions to EMS Award is 
named after Dr. George Moerkirk, the past 
president of the Pennsylvania EMS Council, 
who was a pioneer of emergency medical 

services in the state. For the innovation and 
dedication that he provides to the field, wheth-
er in New Holland, Lancaster County, or the 
state, Chief Fisher is more than a worthy re-
cipient of this prestigious award. I congratulate 
Darrell Fisher and the New Holland EMS on 
their statewide recognition, and thank them for 
all they do to keep our communities safe. 
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HONORING DR. RUIHONG ZHANG 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Dr. Ruihong Zhang, 
whom I have named the California 4th Dis-
trict’s 2026 Climate Crisis Champion of the 
Year for Yolo County, in recognition of her 
leadership in strengthening our community’s 
commitment to a sustainable future. 

Born in Inner Mongolia, China, Dr. Zhang 
graduated from the Inner Mongolia Engineer-
ing College of China in 1983 with a Bachelor 
of Science. She then went on to pursue her 
Master of Science in 1986 at the Northeast 
Agricultural University of China. After obtaining 
her degrees, she moved to the United States 
of America to pursue her Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Engineering at the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign (UIUC). She then served as 
a Postdoctoral Research associate at UIUC 
and as an Assistant Professor at Iowa State 
University. She moved to Davis, California in 
1995 and joined the University of California, 
Davis, faculty in 1995. 

Dr. Zhang has helped transform the ecologi-
cal health of Yolo County through her re-
search. She led the charge to develop the UC 
Davis Renewable Energy Anaerobic Digester 
(READ), which converts 20 to 50 tons of 
waste into renewable energy and biofertilizers 
every day, diverting 20,0000 tons of waste 
from local landfills each year. This technology 
has been widely recognized across the Bio- 
Agricultural sector for addressing critical envi-
ronmental and economic challenges. READ 
not only protects our climate by disposing of 
waste sustainably, but it also benefits our 
economy by providing cheap electricity, fuel, 
and fertilizer. The READ facility received the 
American Biogas Council’s Biogas Project of 
the Year Award in 2015. 

Dr. Zhang is dedicated to educating all, es-
pecially those who run our government. She 
has provided policy briefings at both the Cali-
fornia State Capitol and the U.S. Capitol on 
sustainable waste management. Her work has 
contributed to the passage of meaningful leg-
islation like the Global Warning Solutions Act, 
the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, and the Short- 
Lived Climate Pollutant legislation. 

Her work across the Agricultural, Environ-
mental, and Ecological sectors has been rec-
ognized by countless organizations and 
groups. Her work was listed as one of the 
‘‘100 most influential contributions’’ during the 
UC Davis Centennial. She was also recog-
nized as a Phenomenal Faculty member by 
UC Davis in 2014, as an Engineer Innovator 
by UC Davis’s College of Engineering in 2012, 
and she received the New Holland Young Re-
searcher Award in 2023. She has also been 
honored with a Distinguished Career Award 
from the Association of Chinese Agricultural 

Biological and Food Engineers, an Achieve-
ment Award from California Bioresources Alli-
ance, and CleanTech Innovator of the Year 
award from Sacramento Regional Technology 
Alliance. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Ruihong Zhang, has 
spearheaded research that has diverted thou-
sands of tons of waste from California landfills 
while transforming how we understand our en-
vironment. Her contributions have made Yolo 
County and the United States a better place to 
live. For these reasons and more, it is fitting 
and proper that we recognize her today as 
Yolo County’s 2026 Climate Crisis Champion 
of the Year. 
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RECOGNIZING COACH LORI FORD 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Lori Ford, who has spent the 
last 36 years as a dedicated ski coach, during 
which time she has left a profound and lasting 
impact on students and young athletes in New 
Hampshire and Vermont. 

Lori began her coaching journey in 1990 at 
Okemo Mountain in Vermont, where she 
worked as a coach and instructor for 13 years. 
In 2003, she joined the coaching staff at the 
Holderness School, which partners with the 
Franconia Ski Club, and quickly established 
herself as a widely respected mentor to young 
athletes and a reliable colleague to her peers. 
After 23 years, she remains a dedicated coach 
at Holderness School, doing the honorable 
work of developing young minds and helping 
students discover their passions, both on the 
slopes and beyond. 

Lori’s passion for skiing and coaching runs 
through her blood. Before she became a 
coach, she was a competitive ski racer for 
Middlebury College, where she excelled. She 
also shares her passions with her family. Her 
husband, Duane, has also dedicated his ca-
reer to guiding the next generation, working as 
a teacher and coach at Holderness School. 
Her daughter, Julia Ford, shares her mother’s 
love for skiing and proudly represented the 
United States on the Olympic Ski Team at the 
2014 Winter Games in Sochi, Russia. 

Those who know Lori best laud her for hav-
ing an unparalleled commitment to helping 
young athletes become better people, with a 
love for skiing that is exceeded only by her 
desire to help young people grow and de-
velop. The Holderness School, Franconia Ski 
Club, and the states of Vermont and New 
Hampshire all owe Lori a debt of gratitude. On 
behalf of the constituents of New Hampshire’s 
1st Congressional District, I thank Lori for her 
incredible work to support young Granite 
Staters as they pursue their dreams. I wish 
her all the best in her continued coaching and 
in all her future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
was not present for Roll Call votes on April 27, 
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2026. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 138, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 139. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ERIC SORENSEN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I missed 
three votes on April 27, 2026 due to travel 
issues. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: YEA on Roll Call No. 138, On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended, 
IRS Whistleblower Program Improvement Act; 
and a YEA on Roll Call No. 139, On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended, 
Clergy Act. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAROL GROSSHANS 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize my friend, Mrs. Carol 
Grosshans, for her remarkable 45 years of 
service in education, including her exceptional 
devotion and leadership over the past decade 
at Foundation Academy in Winter Garden, 
Florida. 

Carol’s commitment to education is reflected 
in her extensive academic achievements, She 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education with a specialty in Learning Dis-
orders from Dickinson State in 1997. She 
completed coursework in Educational from 
Capella University in 2003, obtained a Mas-
ter’s degree in K–12 Studies in Education from 
Capella University in 2015, and most recently 
received a Certificate in Biblical Counseling 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in 2022. 

Carol began her distinguished career in 
1980 as a Behavior Disorders Teacher for 
grades K–8 at Lucy Wortham James Elemen-
tary School in St. James, Missouri. Over the 
years, she has served in numerous roles, in-
cluding teacher, principal, Director of Mom’s 
Morning Out, and literacy instructor for K–12 
students. She also served as Vice President 

of Education for Junior Achievement from Oc-
tober 2014 to January 2016. 

In January 2016, Carol joined Foundation 
academy as Vice President of Education and 
most recently served as Interim President. Her 
leadership has had a lasting impact on stu-
dents, faculty, and the community. 

Carol and her husband, Tim Grosshans, are 
active members of First Baptist Church of 
Winter Garden, where Tim faithfully served as 
pastor for nearly 17 years before his recent re-
tirement. Together, they now look forward to 
enjoying this new season of life. 

I join her family, friends, and the Foundation 
Academy community in celebrating her well- 
deserved retirement and in thanking her for a 
lifetime of faithful service to students and edu-
cation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AUGUST PFLUGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, a delayed 
commercial flight prevented my timely arrival 
in Washington, D.C. 

As a result, I was unable to be present for 
the scheduled votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 138, 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 139. 
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HONORING LUIS SANTANA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Luis Santana, whom I 
have named the California 4th District’s 2026 
Climate Crisis Champion of the Year for Lake 
County in recognition of his leadership in 
strengthening our community’s commitment to 
a sustainable future. 

Born in Deer Park, California, Mr. Santana 
graduated from California State University, 
Sacramento, with a Bachelor of Science in En-
vironmental Science and a minor in Geology. 
He then went on to achieve a Graduate Cer-
tificate in Fisheries Management from Oregon 
State University and a Grant Writing Certifi-

cate from San Diego State University. He 
served as a Scientific Aid for the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, a Biological 
Science Technician for the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice, and then a Restoration Specialist with the 
Yurok Tribe. After working for four years as a 
Fisheries Biologist, he has made the Fish and 
Wildlife Director of Robinson Rancheria 
Donoxa Fish and Wildlife Department in 2025. 

In this role, Mr. Santana has been able to 
secure millions of dollars of funding and thou-
sands of hours in human resources to ensure 
that Lake County remains sustainable and 
healthy. He has secured grants and completed 
projects that will help ensure the land in Lake 
County remains clean, accessible, and safe 
for future generations. To protect the lands of 
Robinson Rancheria, he integrates traditional 
ecological knowledge with modern scientific 
approaches to develop effective community- 
centered conservation strategies. He ensures 
projects go smoothly by working closely with 
tribal partners, property owners, government 
agencies, and academic institutions to protect 
vulnerable species and habitats. 

Mr. Santana is dedicated to mentoring and 
engaging with the community. One of his pri-
mary goals as the Wildlife Director of Robin-
son Rancheria Donoxa Fish and Wildlife De-
partment is to ensure that future generations 
are better custodians of our land. He works to 
create real opportunities for young people to 
engage with and participate in hands-on envi-
ronmental work. 

Mr. Santana’s dedication to Lake County is 
evident to everyone in his community. He was 
recognized as the Biologist of the Year from 
the Native American Fish and Wildlife Society 
in 2025. He also served as the Chair and 
Vice-Chair of the Lake County Fish and Wild-
life Advisory Committee, and he is a member 
of the American Fisheries Society, the Native 
American Fish and Wildlife Society, the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, the California Deer 
Association, Trout Unlimited, California Water-
fowl Association, and Ducks Unlimited. Mr. 
Santana is married to Thonyoon Chao and 
who runs the Chao Santana Farm in Upper 
Lake, California. They are blessed with two 
children named Lucas Chao Santana and El-
eanor Chao Santana. 

Mr. Speaker, Luis Santana, has been recog-
nized across the Lake County community for 
his work preserving the wildlife, land, and cul-
ture across the lands of the Robinson 
Rancheria. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor him here today. 
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