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with a steady hand, a caring heart and a deep 
belief in the power of education to transform 
lives. 

Throughout her professional career, Allison 
was known for her genuine care for people 
and her ability to build meaningful relation-
ships across her school community. She be-
lieved deeply in the work of educators and 
took great pride in supporting students and 
staff in achieving their fullest potential. Her 
leadership reflected both high expectations 
and heartfelt compassion, ensuring that every 
student felt seen, supported and valued. 

Even in the face of a terminal illness, 
Allison’s dedication to her school never 
wavered. She remained committed to uplifting 
those around her, leaving behind a legacy de-
fined by kindness, strength and purpose. 

Allison was also a beloved member of the 
Larsen family as the wife of my cousin Mike, 
and our family deeply mourns her passing. Al-
lison added spice to family events with her wit 
and insights. We will all terribly miss her. 

Mr. Speaker, Allison Larsen’s impact on Ed-
monds-Woodway High School and the broader 
Edmonds School District community is im-
measurable. Her life stands as a testament to 
the profound difference one educator can 
make. I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring her remarkable service, celebrating her 
legacy and extending our deepest condo-
lences to her husband, our family and all who 
were fortunate to know and work alongside 
her. 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Steve Sando, a local ag-
ricultural leader, on the 25th anniversary of his 
company, Rancho Gordo. 

Mr. Sando began his journey in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. He attended Tamalpais 
High School and later continued his education 
at the College of Marin and at San Francisco 
State University. As a California native born in 
Los Angeles, Mr. Sando had always been in-
terested in California agriculture, especially 
beans. He started his own home garden 26 
years ago, where he discovered and cultivated 
a treasure trove of heirloom beans, leading to 
the foundation of Rancho Gordo. 

Steve Sando founded Rancho Gordo in 
2001 in the Napa Valley. Recognizing the cul-
inary potential of his heirloom bean varietals, 
Mr. Sando set out to share these ‘‘superstar’’ 
beans with the world. Today, Rancho Gordo 
grows more than 25 varieties on the West 
Coast and partners with small-scale indige-
nous farmers in Mexico to bring rare, tradi-
tional beans to the U.S. Mr. Sando’s work has 
caught the attention of renowned chefs and 
home cooks eager to elevate their meals with 
quality ingredients. Rancho Gordo’s products, 
which include beans, corn, chiles, and other 
staples, have become key components in New 
American cuisine. Rancho Gordo sells about 
2.5 million pounds of beans a year and sup-
ports 38 permanent full-time employees in our 
community. Mr. Sando’s efforts at the forefront 
of the seed-saving revolution have been wide-
ly recognized. Saveur named Rancho Gordo 

number two on its ‘‘Saveur 100’’ list in 2008, 
Bon Appétit included Steve in its ‘‘Hot 10’’ for 
2009, and Food & Wine praised him as a 
leader in the seed-saving movement. His most 
recent cookbook, The Bean Book, is a New 
York Times Bestseller. 

Mr. Sando has also done incredible work for 
our community by supporting small farmers 
both locally and in Mexico, preserving heir-
loom crop varieties. He also actively contrib-
utes to nonprofit fundraising efforts for organi-
zations including Ag for Youth in Napa, as well 
as elementary schools across the country. Mr. 
Sando serves as the founder of the Rancho 
Gordo Foundation, a new nonprofit focused on 
agriculture and youth. 

Mr. Sando shares this honor with his two 
sons, Robert and Nicholas. He remains dedi-
cated to his mission: preserving the agricul-
tural heritage of the Americas and sharing its 
incredible flavors with the world. 

Mr. Speaker, we thank Steve Sando for his 
dedicated service to our community as we cel-
ebrate Rancho Gordo’s 25th anniversary. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today. 
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Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th Anniversary of United 
Property Management and to honor the legacy 
of its founder, José Milton, a Cuban immigrant 
whose vision, determination, and entrepre-
neurial spirit helped shape the residential com-
munities of South Florida. 

After arriving in Miami in the early 1960s, 
Mr. Milton, an architect, founded José Milton & 
Associates in 1963, building a real estate de-
velopment company committed to quality and 
affordable housing and responsible growth. In 
1976, he established United Property Manage-
ment to oversee the rental communities his or-
ganization developed, laying the foundation for 
what would become one of the largest pri-
vately held property management firms in our 
region. 

Over the past five decades, the Milton orga-
nization has developed and managed thou-
sands of homes, supported hundreds of jobs, 
and contributed to the economic vitality of 
South Florida. In 2008, Mr. Milton expanded 
his impact by establishing the José Milton 
Foundation, to support educational and 
healthcare initiatives across the region. 

Further, the Milton organization has a strong 
belief that successful enterprises have a re-
sponsibility to invest in the well-being of the 
communities they serve. Through both leader-
ship and service, the Milton Family has helped 
build not only residential communities but also 
stronger, more vibrant communities throughout 
South Florida. 

Today, José Milton’s legacy lives on through 
his family and his organization, a testament to 
the power of immigrant entrepreneurship, vi-
sionary leadership, and a lasting commitment 
to community. I congratulate the Milton Family 
and United Property Management on this im-
portant milestone and commend their contin-
ued contributions to South Florida and be-
yond. 

RECOGNIZING TEMPLE SINAI’S 
18TH BIRTHDAY MAZEL FEST 

HON. SUSIE LEE 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate a milestone 
for the Jewish community in southern Ne-
vada—Temple Sinai’s 18th Birthday Mazel 
Fest taking place on April 11, 2026. 

In 1992, former members of Beth Am estab-
lished Adat Ari El. They had humble begin-
nings, with around 15 families and held serv-
ices in a storefront with a visiting Rabbi. 

Throughout the years, the Temple Sinai 
family has remained a vibrant, thriving com-
munity that holds close its core values and vi-
sion of worship, is vested in the community, 
and is alive with congregants and students 
who are enriching the lives of others. 

Temple Sinai is a community treasure for 
our families, with multiple touch points 
throughout the Jewish life cycle, from pre-
school to exclusive senior programming. Their 
vision reflects the passion, dedication, and 
commitment of its congregational family to 
look forward and strive to attain its goals for 
the future. 

As Temple Sinai celebrates 18 years, this 
milestone carries deeper meaning in Hebrew 
tradition, where the number 18 symbolizes 
‘‘Chai,’’ the Hebrew word for life. Because He-
brew letters have numerical values (gematria), 
the letters chet (8) and yud (10) add up to 18, 
making it a lucky number representing life, vi-
tality, and good fortune. 

Under the current leadership of Rabbi Ilana 
G. Baden, Cantor David Perper, and all its 
staff, Temple Sinai is a cornerstone of our 
strong, vibrant Jewish community across the 
valley. They are a beacon of hope, compas-
sion, soulful worship, and lifelong education 
providing a sanctuary for spiritual growth, cul-
tural celebration, and community engagement. 

On this historic occasion, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Temple 
Sinai and its dedicated members who con-
tribute to its enduring legacy in southern Ne-
vada. 
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RECOGNIZING DEBBIE EVANS 

HON. JOSEPH D. MORELLE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
during Women’s History Month to honor an 
exceptional and influential leader from Roch-
ester, New York: Debbie Evans. 

For decades, Debbie has been a tireless 
advocate for individuals and families facing 
poverty and food insecurity. Her work began in 
1995 while volunteering in the Irondequoit 
School District, where she saw firsthand that 
many children lacked access to adequate food 
and warm clothing during Rochester’s harsh 
winters. Determined to help, she organized 
clothing exchanges to ensure that children in 
need had the essentials to stay safe and sup-
ported. 

That same spirit of service led Debbie to 
found the Irondequoit Community Cupboard, 
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which has grown into a vital resource for the 
community. What began in her home has ex-
panded into a nonprofit organization serving 
more than 120 families each week. In addition 
to providing food, the Cupboard offers essen-
tial items not typically covered by assistance 
programs, including hygiene products, clean-

ing supplies, and school materials, helping 
families meet their most basic needs with dig-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, Debbie Evans’ work reflects 
the very best of Rochester’s spirit—one rooted 
in compassion, resilience, and a shared com-
mitment to caring for others. During Women’s 

History Month, it is especially fitting that we 
honor extraordinary women who have gone 
above and beyond to strengthen our commu-
nities. I am proud to recognize her and extend 
my deepest gratitude for her continued serv-
ice. 
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