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Calendar Number 556: Paul Hollis, of 

Louisiana, to be Director of the Mint 
for a term of five years 

Calendar Number 557: Francis Cas-
sidy, of Pennsylvania, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development 

Calendar Number 558: Joseph 
Gormley, of Maryland, to be President, 
Government National Mortgage Asso-
ciation 

Calendar Number 559: Travis Hill, of 
Maryland, to be Chairperson of the 
Board of Directors of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation for a term 
of five years 

Calendar Number 561: Jeffrey 
Goettman, of Virginia, to be a Deputy 
United States Trade Representative 
(Africa, Western Hemisphere, Europe, 
the Middle East, Environment, Labor, 
and Industrial Competitiveness), with 
the Rank of Ambassador 

Calendar Number 562: Arjun Mody, of 
New Jersey, to be Deputy Commis-
sioner Social Security for the term ex-
piring January 19, 2031 

Calendar Number 563: Julie Callahan, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Chief 
Agricultural Negotiator, Office of the 
United States Trade Representative, 
with the rank of Ambassador 

Calendar Number 564: Leo Brent 
Bozell III, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of South Afri-
ca 

Calendar Number 565: Benjamin 
Leon, Jr., of Florida, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Kingdom of Spain, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Princi-
pality of Andorra 

Calendar Number 566: Brent 
Christensen, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
People’s Republic of Bangladesh 

Calendar Number 567: Morvared 
Namdarkhan, of Texas, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Consular Af-
fairs) 

Calendar Number 568: Thomas Bell, 
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 

Calendar Number 569: John Walk, of 
Virginia, to be Inspector General, De-
partment of Agriculture 

Calendar Number 570: Andrew Duva, 
of Florida, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General 

Calendar Number 575: Erin Creegan, 
of New Hampshire, to be United States 
Attorney for the District of New Hamp-
shire for the term of four years 

Calendar Number 576: Ryan Anthony 
Kriegshauser, of Kansas, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of 
Kansas for the term of four years 

Calendar Number 577: James Kruger, 
of Mississippi, to be United States At-

torney for the Southern District of 
Mississippi for the term of four years 

Calendar Number 578: Scott Leary, of 
Mississippi, to be United States Attor-
ney for the Northern District of Mis-
sissippi for the term of four years 

Calendar Number 579: Michael Selig, 
of Florida, to be Chairman of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission 

Calendar Number 580: Michael Selig, 
of Florida, to be a Commissioner of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion for a term expiring April 13, 2029 

Calendar Number 582: Melissa 
Argyros, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Latvia 

Calendar Number 583: Yehuda 
Kaploun, of Florida, to be Special 
Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti- 
Semitism, with the rank of Ambas-
sador 

Calendar Number 584: Bernardo 
Navarro, of Puerto Rico, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Peru 

Calendar Number 585: Darryl 
Nirenberg, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to Romania 

Calendar Number 586: Tammy Bruce, 
of California, to be the Deputy Rep-
resentative of the United States of 
America to the United Nations, with 
the rank and status of Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary; the 
Deputy Representative of the United 
States of America in the Security 
Council of the United Nations; and to 
serve concurrently and without addi-
tional compensation as Representative 
of the United States of America to the 
Sessions of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, during her tenure 
of service as Deputy Representative of 
the United States of America to the 
United Nations 

Calendar Number 587: Christopher 
Yeaw, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of State (Arms Control, Non-
proliferation, and Stability) 

Calendar Number 588: Mary Anne 
Carter, of Tennessee, to be Chairperson 
of the National Endowment for the 
Arts for a term of four years 

Calendar Number 589: Scott Mayer, of 
Pennsylvania, to be a Member of the 
National Labor Relations Board for the 
term of five years expiring December 
16, 2029 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 560, Joshua 
Simmons, of Virginia, to be General Counsel 
of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

John Thune, John Barrasso, Tim Sheehy, 
Mike Rounds, Pete Ricketts, Roger F. 
Wicker, Steve Daines, Todd Young, 
Mike Crapo, Tim Scott of South Caro-
lina, Bernie Moreno, Markwayne 
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Marsha Black-
burn, Tom Cotton, David McCormick, 
Ted Budd. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Joshua Simmons, of Virginia, to be 
General Counsel of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH), and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) are necessarily 
absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 656 Ex.] 
YEAS—53 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 

Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—43 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—4 

Booker 
Durbin 

Smith Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 53, the nays are 43. 
The motion is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8902 December 18, 2025 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Joshua Simmons, of Virginia, 
to be General Counsel of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Notwithstanding rule 
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate vote on the motions to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar 
Nos. 70, 574, and 476, and that the man-
datory quorums be waived; further, if 
cloture is invoked on the nominations 
individually, all postcloture time be 
expired, and the Senate vote on con-
firmation of the nominations and the 
Simmons nomination at a time to be 
determined by the majority leader, in 
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, no earlier than January 5, 2026; fi-
nally, if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 70, Keith 
Bass, of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Defense. 

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, John Booz-
man, Lindsey Graham, John Barrasso, 
Steve Daines, Tom Cotton, Ted Cruz, 
Deb Fischer, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Roger 
F. Wicker, John Cornyn, Tim Sheehy, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Jame E. Risch, Mike 
Crapo, Jon Husted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Keith Bass, of Texas, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY). 

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH), the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK), and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 58, 
nays 36, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 657 Ex.] 
YEAS—58 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 

Hagerty 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 

Murkowski 
Paul 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—36 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Cantwell 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kim 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Slotkin 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—6 

Booker 
Durbin 

Hawley 
Smith 

Warnock 
Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MCCORMICK). On this vote, the yeas are 
58, the nays are 36. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Keith Bass, of Texas, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Defense. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 574, Alex-
ander C. Van Hook, of Louisiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the Western 
District of Louisiana. 

John Thune, Katie Boyd Britt, Tommy 
Tuberville, Tim Sheehy, Jon Husted, 
Joni Ernst, Shelley Moore Capito, 
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike Rounds, Ber-
nie Moreno, Jim Justice, Pete 
Ricketts, John Barrasso, Ted Budd, 
Eric Schmitt, Ashley B. Moody, Tom 
Cotton. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Alexander C. Van Hook, of Lou-
isiana, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH), the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK), and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 60, 
nays 35, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 658 Ex.] 
YEAS—60 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Welch 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—35 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Cantwell 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kelly 
Kim 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Slotkin 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Booker 
Durbin 

Smith 
Warnock 

Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 60, the nay are 35. 
The motion is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Alexander C. 
Van Hook, of Louisiana, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Louisiana. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 476, Sara 
Bailey, of Texas, to be Director of National 
Drug Control Policy. 

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, John Booz-
man, Lindsey Graham, John Barrasso, 
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