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The motion was agreed to.
——

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Douglas Weaver, of Maryland, to be a
Member of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for the remainder of the
term expiring June 30, 2026.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mrs. MOODY. As if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 3082 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; further, that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed, and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.
And prior to any further ruling by the
chair, if T might make a comment—I
withdraw so I might be able to make a
comment, and then I will resubmit it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has
been withdrawn.

The Senator from Florida.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I rise
today to move for unanimous consent
on the American Shores Protection
Act, and this would codify President
Trump’s 2020 moratorium on drilling
off Florida’s Gulf of America and At-
lantic coasts.

Florida has worked with President
Trump for years to keep these oper-
ations off our pristine coast and not
just for a sunny day to enjoy the gulf
but because our coasts are a vital com-
ponent of our State’s economic success.
In fact, Florida’s beaches alone gen-
erate more than $127.7 billion a year in
tourism spending and support more
than 2.1 million related jobs.

However, these great resources are
vulnerable to risks posed by new off-
shore drilling.

We all saw the devastating harm
caused by the Deepwater Horizon oil-
spill in 2010. That disaster wiped bil-
lions of dollars from Florida’s indus-
tries and caused horrific damage to our
environment and coastal communities.
Places like Panama City Beach, Pensa-
cola, and Destin all saw dramatic drops
in tourist revenues that summer, fol-
lowing the catastrophe. Even places
like Clearwater, St. Petersburg, and
Miami Beach suffered a decline in visi-
tors after the oilspill.

Our coasts also play an important
role in securing our Nation. The Gulf
Test Range, a big part of the Depart-
ment of War’s training to ensure mis-
sion readiness, is supported by multiple
military bases in Florida’s Panhandle.
More than 50,000 jobs in the Panhandle
depend directly on operations at mili-
tary facilities in this area. Eglin Air
Force Base, in Okaloosa County, alone
employs 20,000 people and provides the
country with $11 billion in economic
impact every year.
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If there were new offshore drilling in
the Gulf Test Range, these activities
that support national security would
have to be reduced, meaning job cuts in
an area that depends heavily on mili-
tary activities.

As a fifth generation Floridian, pre-
serving our State’s natural beauty is
deeply important to me and all Florid-
ians and the millions that call the Sun-
shine State home, as well as those who
come to visit and vacation. It is my
mission to protect our State’s coast-
line, from Pensacola Beach, where the
Blue Angels fly, to Duval Street in Key
West; from the iconic South Beach in
Miami to Fernandina in the very tip of
Northeast Florida, all for our next gen-
eration.

I appreciate my colleague’s support
as we work together to ensure oil drill-
ing stays off our beaches and we pass
the American Shores Protection Act.

And if I may defer to my fellow Sen-
ator from Florida, Senator RICK SCOTT.

Mr. SCHMITT. The senior Senator
from Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I want to first thank my colleague
from Florida, Senator MooDY. I am
proud to work together with her to pro-
tect Florida’s shores, which is very,
very, very important to Floridians.

As Floridians, we know that our
beaches and coastal waters are vital to
the State’s economy, environment,
tourism, and military community. I
have worked for years, both as Flor-
ida’s Governor and U.S. Senator, to
keep oil drilling off our coast. We do
not want oil drilling on our coast.

In 2018, I was proud to work with
President Trump, during his first term,
to extend the moratorium on oil drill-
ing off Florida’s coasts through 2032,
and I have fought to codify this action
since I got to the Senate.

Florida’s shorelines are not only an
iconic and pristine part of the State’s
environment; they also generate jobs
in the area and support billions in
tourism revenue.

Florida’s beaches alone contribute
more than $127 billion per year to the
State’s economy, just in tourism
spending. People come from all over
the world to enjoy our beaches. And 2.1
million jobs held by Floridians are
tourism-related jobs.

Our coasts are also a critical na-
tional security point for military
training with the Gulf Test Range.
Anybody that has done testing, if you
have served along the Panhandle, you
know how important the military
training is on the testing there for the
Gulf Test Range. This range is an es-
sential part of the Department of War’s
military training and is supported by
several military communities along
Florida’s Panhandle.

It is the largest multidomain mili-
tary training complex in the country,
where our Armed Forces can conduct
advanced military testing, training,
and evaluation of air and weapons sys-
tems. There is no place in the world
like being able to test and train off the
coast of Florida.
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The administration is right. We need
to unleash America’s energy, including
American oil, but we can do that with-
out sacrificing America’s most impor-
tant military training ground or hurt-
ing Florida’s economy or shoreline.

I recently wrote a letter that was
signed by the entire bipartisan Florida
delegation—it is led by Senator MOODY
and me—urging President Trump to
continue his commitment to keeping
Florida’s coast off the table for oil
drilling and uphold his moratorium.

Along with Senator Moopy, I will al-
ways fight to keep oil drilling off of
Florida’s coast to support our econ-
omy, our environment, and our Na-
tion’s military readiness.

I look forward to continuing to work
closely with the President, Senator
MoobDyY, and all our colleagues on this
important issue.

I yield back to my colleague from
Florida, Senator MOODY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Florida.

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session and notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources be discharged from
further consideration of S. 3082 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration; further, that the bill be
considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, this legislation has not been
through regular order. It has not re-
ceived a legislative hearing, and it
hasn’t been marked up. And it hasn’t
been reported by the committee of ju-
risdiction. As a result, there has been
no opportunity, with all of those stops
along the legislative pathway having
been skipped—there has been no oppor-
tunity—for Members of this body, for
members of the Trump administration,
for the two principal involved Agencies
within the U.S. Department of the In-
terior, known as BOEM and BSEE, to
provide their feedback or offer testi-
mony on the implications of this legis-
lation.

Now, look, the Senate’s committee
process exists, and it exists for a rea-
son. It exists for exactly these sets of
reasons. While it might have slightly
different implications depending on the
committee involved and depending on
the type of legislation, there are rea-
sons why these things are there, and al-
most regardless of which committee is
affected, you can normally benefit
from this. And, in fact, it is normally
quite hazardous to just bypass all of
this, because that is how we legislate,
without making sure that we have
gone through all the necessary steps.

This process that has evolved over
the last, roughly, two and a half cen-
turies allows legislation to be exam-
ined in a transparent and a deliberative



S8820

way, with input from affected Agen-
cies, from industries, from the Presi-
dent of the United States and members
of his administration, and Senators on
both sides of the aisle, including but
not limited to the Senators of the
States who might be behind the legisla-
tion in question.

Before legislation is advanced to the
floor, it should be vetted through that
process so that the Senate can fully
understand and appreciate its scope, its
effect, its legal posture, and whatever
unintended or intended consequences
the legislation might have.

I have made it clear, from the begin-
ning, that I am willing to work with
the Senator from Florida. In fact, I
have offered to place it on the agenda
for the next subcommittee hearing
within the Energy Subcommittee of
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. That would provide the
Trump administration with the oppor-
tunity to weigh in with its views and
allow us to hear analysis from BOEM
and BSEE and any other Agencies that
are affected—consistent with how the
committee has considered other legis-
lation within its jurisdiction this year,
and consistent with the way it has al-
ways done it in the 15 years I have been
a U.S. Senator.

As chairman of the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee, I have con-
sistently stated that bills within the
committee’s jurisdiction should pro-
ceed through regular order. That proc-
ess positions bills for successful consid-
eration on the floor, consideration by
the House, and, ultimately, enactment
into law.

Skipping that process allows a bill to
jump ahead of others that have fol-
lowed the rules and respected the com-
mittee system.

So my objection today is not based
on the merits of the underlying policy.
It is based on the process. But the proc-
ess is important to getting the policy
right. That is why we don’t skip it.
That is why, in the absence of a com-
pelling, overwhelming, urgent reason,
we don’t just ignore it, and I can’t and
won’t ignore it here.

The Senate should not abandon its
regular order by advancing legislation
that has not been considered by the
committee of jurisdiction.

I look forward to working with my
friend and colleague the distinguished
Senator from Florida to consider her
bill in the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee in a transparent
matter.

Until that occurs, I must object and
object now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Florida.

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I thank
my colleague for taking the time to
come down here today. I will note that
he spent a lot of time talking about the
long bureaucratic process; that this
must go through every single step; and
that we must get the policy right and
going through the things that might
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take years, as we have seen happen in
the Senate. It is what the American
people are tired of, and I did not come
here as the newest U.S. Senator to do
business as usual. In fact, do you see
where my desk is? It is on the very last
row, almost to the edge of the Senate,
because I am one of the newest Sen-
ators. We need to do things different.
We need to get things done.

In respect to the pristine beaches of
Florida, we have to act with a sense of
urgency. As far as getting policy right,
this simply codifies President Trump’s
2020 moratorium on drilling off Flor-
ida’s Gulf of America and Atlantic
coasts. This policy has been negotiated
and talked about, and it is already in a
moratorium. This would simply codify
that.

I so appreciate my colleague offering
to set this on the agenda, and I appre-
ciate that. I hope my other Senate col-
leagues recognize the urgency to get
this done. I can’t think of anything
more top of mind for Floridians right
now.

I am proud to be here, along with my
colleague Senator ScoTT, to fight for
Floridians and fight for Florida’s live-
lihood, our pristine natural resources.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I respect and
deeply appreciate my friend and col-
league the distinguished Senator from
Florida. And I respect and admire her
great devotion to protecting her State,
its pristine beaches, and the many
qualities that it enjoys. People from all
over the United States of America and
all over the world love going to Flor-
ida. No one wants to take that away.

I, nonetheless, take umbrage—great
umbrage in fact—to a couple of charac-
terizations to which I must now re-
spond. First, as to what she character-
izes as the ‘‘long bureaucratic proc-
ess,” this process is itself quite short,
especially in comparison to an actual
bureaucratic process, which it is not.
Make no mistake, this is not a bureau;
this is not bureaucratic process; this is
a legislative process. It is a legislative
process that has endured for hundreds
of years in this country, and it may not
be perfect, but it is the best one we
have got. It existed for many hundreds
of years before that in our mother
country, before we became our own
country. There are reasons why these
things develop. To call it a long bu-
reaucratic process is neither fair nor
accurate, and it misapprehends the na-
ture of the legislative task, including
the legislative task before us at this
very moment.

Now, with regard to the suggestion
that by not passing this today—not
passing it after leapfrogging over about
10 legislative steps that are essential to
that process—we are somehow threat-
ening Florida’s pristine beaches and
waters, this is simply not true. That
couldn’t be more untrue.

Let’s remember what happened in
2020. President Trump issued a morato-
rium. That moratorium stays in place
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until 2032. Absent some other action
taken pursuant to that, the status quo
is to protect them.

What she is trying to do is to protect
against President Trump doing any-
thing consistent with his authority,
consistent with that 2020 order. She is
trying to tie his hands to prevent him
from even figuring out what is there,
to figure out whether there is a cost-
benefit analysis on any of that.

Now, sure, the Senate can consider
that from time to time. And perhaps
after the legislative process—not the
bureaucratic process. That is some-
thing different. That doesn’t exist here.
Nor is this simply a delay for the sake
of delay. I pride myself in running the
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee and bringing forth these hear-
ings as expeditiously as possible, and I
have offered to put it on the next ap-
propriate subcommittee hearing.

Now, if a mere delay of a few weeks
or a few months, where it takes that
time, isn’t acceptable, I would like to
know why. We have yet to hear a single
reason, a single argument as to the pa-
rade of horribles of what could happen
if we don’t, as she would do here, tie
President Trump’s hands and bind fur-
ther legislatively beyond what he has
already bound himself to through his
own 2020 Executive order.

So this is in place. It will remain in
place. And there has yet to be a single
reason articulated as to why we should
treat this as an emergency. There is
nobody going down there to drill right
now. We still have got the Agencies
that are looking at it. The least we can
do in consideration of President
Trump, his administration, and the af-
fected Agencies, including those that I
have mentioned earlier today—most
particularly BOEM—is to hear them
out first. In the absence of a compel-
ling reason to leapfrog all of that, I
must and will continue to object.

Mrs. MOODY. Thank you. I appre-
ciate my colleague’s willingness to
work in the next week or few months.
Thank you so much.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). The Senator from Oklahoma.
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 1262

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. President, I am
here today to ask the Senate to pass a
bill that helps kids with cancer—the
Mikaela Naylon Give Kids a Chance
Act.

Now, very seldom do I actually read
remarks. I typically like to just simply
speak about it. But I think this is so
important that I am actually going to
read the remarks that are in front of
me because I think it is important for
people to know what we are doing, why
we are doing it, and who she was—the
advocate—and to understand why we
are here today.

Mikaela, whom the bill is named
after, was a 16-year-old girl from Colo-
rado. As a father of six, this is kind of
personal to me, so this is why it is so
passionate to me, too, because my son
currently—while he doesn’t have a can-
cer like this, we have been going to
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