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and for other purposes, was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 622

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Leech Lake
Reservation Restoration Amendments Act of
2025"".

SEC. 2. TRANSFER OF ADDITIONAL FEDERAL
LAND TO THE LEECH LAKE BAND OF
OJIBWE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 2(a)(5) of the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restora-
tion Act (Public Law 116-255; 134 Stat. 1140)
is amended by striking subparagraph (B) and
inserting the following:

‘(B) does not intend immediately to mod-
ify the use of the Federal land.”.

(b) INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL FEDERAL
LAND.—Section 2 of the Leech Lake Band of
Ojibwe Reservation Restoration Act (Public
Law 116-255; 134 Stat. 1139) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘means the approximately’’
and inserting ‘“‘means—

‘(1) the approximately’’;

(ii) in clause (i) (as so designated), by
striking the period at the end and inserting
“;and”’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(ii) any other land managed by the Sec-
retary, through the Chief of the Forest Serv-
ice, located in the Chippewa National Forest
in Cass County, Minnesota, which records
maintained by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
show was sold without the unanimous con-
sent of the rightful landowners.”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as
clauses (ii) and (iii), respectively; and

(ii) by inserting before clause (ii) (as so re-
designated) the following:

‘(i) any land transferred pursuant to an
agreement entered into between the Sec-
retary and the Tribe under subsection
(©)(2);7;

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2) and
3)7;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) AGREEMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—On agreement between
the Secretary and the Tribe, the Secretary
shall substitute, for purposes of the transfer
under paragraph (1), alternative National
Forest System land located in Cass County,
Minnesota, on an acre-for-acre basis, for
those parcels of Federal land to be trans-
ferred under that paragraph in a manner
that avoids in-holdings and provides a pref-
erence for land adjacent to or near existing
Leech Lake trust lands and lands of cultural
importance to the Tribe, to the maximum
extent practicable.

‘(B) FREQUENCY OF TRANSFERS.—Pursuant
to an agreement entered into under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary may transfer land
to the Secretary of the Interior on a rolling
basis as that land is identified and surveys
are completed.’’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1)(A)({1)” after ‘‘Fed-
eral land’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘submit a map
and legal description of the Federal land”
and inserting ‘‘submit maps and legal de-
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scriptions of the Federal land transferred
pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (c), as applicable,”’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘“map and legal description”
and inserting ‘‘maps and legal descriptions’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘map or legal description”
and inserting ‘‘maps or legal descriptions’’;
and

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“map and
legal description’” and inserting ‘‘maps and
legal descriptions’.

(c) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms
the applicability of section 97A.151 of the
Minnesota Statutes, including the settle-
ment agreement ratified by that section, for
purposes of ensuring that the hunting, fish-
ing, and recreation rights of non-Tribal
members remain unchanged by the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restora-
tion Act (Public Law 116-255; 134 Stat. 1139)
and the amendments made to that Act by
this section.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing the
amendments made by this section, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service, shall provide for
public engagement and comment in accord-
ance with applicable laws (including regula-
tions).

———

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMU-
NITY LAND CLAIM SETTLEMENT
ACT OF 2025

A Dbill (S. 642) to provide compensation to
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community for
the taking without just compensation of
land by the United States inside the exterior
boundaries of the L’Anse Indian Reservation
that were guaranteed to the Community
under a treaty signed in 1854, and for other
purposes, was ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 642

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community Land Claim Settle-
ment Act of 2025”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
is a federally recognized Indian Tribe resid-
ing on the L’Anse Indian Reservation in
Baraga County in the Upper Peninsula of the
State of Michigan;

(2) the Community is a successor in inter-
est to the Treaty with the Chippewa Indians
of the Mississippi and Lake Superior, made
and concluded at La Pointe of Lake Superior
October 4, 1842 (7 Stat. 591) (referred to in
this section as the ‘1842 Treaty’’), which,
among other things, guaranteed the
usufructuary rights of the Community over a
large area of land that was ceded to the
United States, until such time that those
usufructuary rights were properly and le-
gally extinguished;

(3) the Community is also a successor in
interest to the Treaty with the Chippewa In-
dians of Liake Superior and the Mississippi,
made and concluded at La Pointe September
30, 1854 (10 Stat. 1109) (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘1854 Treaty’’);

(4) article 2, paragraph 1 of the 1854 Treaty
created the L’Anse Indian Reservation as a
permanent reservation;

(5) pursuant to article 13 of the 1854 Treaty,
the 1854 Treaty became ‘‘obligatory on the
contracting parties” when ratified by the
President and the Senate on January 10, 1855;
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(6) in 1850, Congress enacted the Act of
September 28, 1850 (sections 2479 through 2481
of the Revised Statutes (43 U.S.C. 982
through 984)) (commonly known and referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Swamp Land Act”),
which authorized the State of Arkansas and
other States, including the State of Michi-
gan, to ‘‘construct the necessary levees and
drains to reclaim” certain unsold ‘‘swamp
and overflowed lands, made unfit thereby for
cultivation” and stating that those lands
‘“‘shall remain unsold at the passage of this
act’’;

(7) following enactment of the Swamp
Land Act, the State claimed thousands of
acres of swamp land in the State pursuant to
that Act;

(8) between 1893 and 1937, the General Land
Office patented 2,743 acres of land to the
State that were located within the exterior
boundaries of the Reservation;

(9) the right of the Community to use and
occupy the unsold land within the Reserva-
tion had not been extinguished when the
United States patented the Reservation
Swamp Lands to the State;

(10) in 1852, Congress enacted the Act of
August 26, 1852 (10 Stat. 35, chapter 92) (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Canal Land
Act”), to facilitate the building of the Sault
Ste. Marie Canal at the Falls of the St.
Mary’s River, to connect Lake Superior to
Lake Huron;

(11) pursuant to the Canal Land Act, the
United States granted the State the right to
select 750,000 acres of unsold public land
within the State to defray the cost of con-
struction of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal;

(12) the State identified and selected,
among other land, a minimum of 1,333.25 and
up to 2,720 acres within the exterior bound-
aries of the Reservation;

(13) the Department of the Interior ap-
proved the land selections of the State, in-
cluding the Reservation Canal Lands, after
ratification of the 1854 Treaty;

(14) the Secretary noted that the approval
described in paragraph (13) was ‘‘subject to
any valid interfering rights’’;

(15) the 1854 Treaty set apart from the pub-
lic domain all unsold land within the Res-
ervation to the Community as of September
30, 1854, which preceded the date on which
the State established legally effective title
to the Reservation Canal Lands;

(16) the Community made claims to the De-
partment of the Interior with respect to the
Reservation Swamp Lands and the Reserva-
tion Canal Lands, providing legal analysis
and ethnohistorical support for those claims;

(17) in December 2021, the Department of
the Interior stated that ‘“We have carefully
reviewed pertinent documents, including the
Tribe’s expert reports, and have determined
that the Tribe’s claims to the Swamp Lands
and Canal Lands have merit’’;

(18) the United States, through the actions
of the General Land Office, deprived the
Community of the exclusive use and occu-
pancy of the Reservation Swamp Lands and
the Reservation Canal Lands within the Res-
ervation, without just compensation as re-
quired under the Takings Clause of the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States;

(19) the loss of the Reservation Swamp
Lands and the Reservation Canal Lands
without just compensation has—

(A) impacted the exercise by the Commu-
nity of cultural, religious, and subsistence
rights on the land;

(B) caused a harmful disconnect between
the Community and its land;

(C) impacted the ability of the Community
to fully exercise its economy within the Res-
ervation; and
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(D) had a negative economic impact on the
development of the economy of the Commu-
nity;

(20) certain non-Indian individuals, enti-
ties, and local governments occupy land
within the boundaries of the Reservation—

(A) acquired ownership interests in the
Reservation Swamp Lands and the Reserva-
tion Canal Lands in good faith; and

(B) have an interest in possessing clear
title to that land;

(21) this Act allows the United States—

(A) to secure a fair and equitable settle-
ment of past inequities suffered by the Com-
munity as a result of the actions of the
United States that caused the taking of the
Reservation Swamp Lands and the Reserva-
tion Canal Lands without just compensation;
and

(B) to ensure protection of the ownership
of the Reservation Swamp Lands and the
Reservation Canal Lands by non-Indian oc-
cupants of the Reservation, through the set-
tlement of the claims of the Community to
that land, and through that action, the relief
of any clouds on title;

(22) a settlement will allow the Community
to receive just compensation and the local
landowners to obtain clear title to land,
without long and protracted litigation that
would be both costly and detrimental to all
involved; and

(23) this Act achieves both justice for the
Community and security for current land-
owners through a restorative and non-
confrontational process.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to acknowledge the uncompensated tak-
ing by the Federal Government of the Res-
ervation Swamp Lands and the Reservation
Canal Lands;

(2) to provide compensation to the Commu-
nity for the uncompensated taking of the
Reservation Swamp Lands and the Reserva-
tion Canal Lands by the Federal Govern-
ment;

(3) to extinguish all claims by the Commu-
nity to the Reservation Swamp Lands and
the Reservation Canal Lands and to confirm
the ownership by the current landowners of
the Reservation Swamp Lands and the Res-
ervation Canal Lands, who obtained that
land in good faith;

(4) to extinguish all potential claims by
the Community against the United States,
the State, and current landowners con-
cerning title to, use of, or occupancy of the
Reservation Swamp Lands and the Reserva-
tion Canal Lands; and

(5) to authorize the Secretary—

(A) to compensate the Community; and

(B) to take any other action necessary to
carry out this Act.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) COMMUNITY.—The term ‘“‘Community’’
means the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity.

(2) CounTY.—The term
Baraga County, Michigan.

(3) RESERVATION.—The term ‘‘Reservation’
means the IL’Anse Indian Reservation, lo-
cated in—

(A)T.51N.,R. 33 W,

(B) T.51N.,R. 32 W.;

(C) T. 50 N., R. 33 W., EV;

(D) T.50 N., R. 32 W., Wi; and

(E) that portion of T. 51 N., R. 31 W. lying
west of Huron Bay.

(4) RESERVATION CANAL LANDS.—The term
“Reservation Canal Lands’® means the
1,333.25 to 2,720 acres of Community land lo-
cated within the exterior boundaries of the
Reservation that the Federal Government
conveyed to the State pursuant to the Act of
August 26, 1852 (10 Stat. 35, chapter 92).

‘“County’” means
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(5) RESERVATION SWAMP LANDS.—The term
‘“Reservation Swamp Lands’ means the 2,743
acres of land located within the exterior
boundaries of the Reservation that the Fed-
eral Government conveyed to the State be-
tween 1893 and 1937 pursuant to the Act of
September 28, 1850 (sections 2479 through 2481
of the Revised Statutes (43 U.S.C. 982
through 984)) (commonly known as the
“Swamp Land Act’’).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(7) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
State of Michigan.

SEC. 5. PAYMENTS.

(a) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—As soon as prac-
ticable after the date on which the amount
authorized to be appropriated under sub-
section (c) is made available to the Sec-
retary, the Secretary  shall transfer
$33,900,000 to the Community.

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Community may use the amount re-
ceived under subsection (a) for any lawful
purpose, including—

(A) governmental services;

(B) economic development;

(C) natural resources protection; and

(D) land acquisition.

(2) RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The
community may not use the amount re-
ceived under subsection (a) to acquire land
for gaming purposes.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out subsection (a)
$33,900,000 for fiscal year 2026, to remain
available until expended.

SEC. 6. EXTINGUISHMENT OF CLAIMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date on
which the Community receives the payment
under section 5(a), all claims of the Commu-
nity to the Reservation Swamp Lands and
the Reservation Canal Lands owned by per-
sons or entities other than the Community
are extinguished.

(b) CLEAR TITLE.—Effective on the date on
which the Community receives the payment
under section 5(a), the title of all current
owners to the Reservation Swamp Lands and
the Reservation Canal Lands is cleared of all
preexisting rights held by the Community
and any of the members of the Community.
SEC. 7. EFFECT.

Nothing in this Act authorizes—

(1) the Secretary to take land into trust
for the benefit of the Community for gaming
purposes; or

(2) the Community to use land acquired
using amounts received under this Act for
gaming purposes.

———

TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2025

A Dbill (S. 719) to amend the Tribal Forest
Protection Act of 2004 to improve that Act,
and for other purposes, was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 719

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tribal For-
est Protection Act Amendments Act of 2025,
SEC. 2. TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT OF 2004

AMENDMENTS.

Section 2 of the Tribal Forest Protection
Act of 2004 (25 U.S.C. 3116a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following:

¢“(2) INDIAN FOREST LAND OR RANGELAND.—
The term ‘Indian forest land or rangeland’
means—
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““(A) land that is held in trust by, or with
a restriction against alienation by, the
United States for an Indian tribe or a mem-
ber of an Indian tribe, and—

‘(i) is Indian forest land (as defined in sec-
tion 304 of the National Indian Forest Re-
sources Management Act (25 U.S.C. 3103));

‘“(ii) has a cover of grasses, brush, or any
similar vegetation; or

¢“(iii) formerly had a forest cover or vege-
tative cover that is capable of restoration;
and

‘(B) land that is in the State of Alaska and
held by an Alaska Native Corporation pursu-
ant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“OR RESTORE” after “‘PROTECT’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘to pro-
tect Indian forest land or rangeland’ and all
that follows through ‘‘Indian forest land or
rangeland)” and inserting ‘‘to protect or re-
store Indian forest land or rangeland, or to
carry out a project to protect or restore Fed-
eral land’’; and
(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘that is—
and all that follows through the period at
the end of subparagraph (B) and inserting
‘“or Indian forest land or rangeland.’’;

(3) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“FOR FEDERAL LAND” after ‘‘CRITERIA’;

(B) by striking ‘‘an Indian tribe,” in the
matter preceding paragraph (1) and all that
follows through ‘‘Indian tribe—’’ in the mat-
ter preceding subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(2) and inserting the following: ‘‘Federal
land, are whether—

‘(1) the Federal land has a special geo-
graphic, historical, or cultural significance
to the Indian tribe and—"’;

(C) in paragraph (1) (as so designated)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking clause
(i) and inserting the following:

‘(i) Indian forest land or rangeland; or’’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or
watershed’ after ‘‘land’’;

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4)
as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively;

(E) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘subject’ and inserting ‘‘Federal’’;
and

(F) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘Forest Service or Bureau of Land
Management’’ and inserting ‘‘Federal’’;

(4) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘date of
enactment of this Act” and inserting ‘‘date
of enactment of the Tribal Forest Protection
Act Amendments Act of 2025’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

““(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act $15,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2026 through 2031.”".

——————

TRIBAL TRUST LAND
HOMEOWNERSHIP ACT OF 2025

A Dbill (S. 723) to require the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs to process and complete all
mortgage packages associated with residen-
tial and business mortgages on Indian land
by certain deadlines, and for other purposes,
was ordered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and passed, as
follows:

1

S. 723

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tribal Trust
Land Homeownership Act of 2025,
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
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