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H.R. 2175. An act to designate the facility 

of the United States Postal Service located 
at 130 South Patterson Avenue in Santa Bar-
bara, California, as the ‘‘Brigadier General 
Frederick R. Lopez Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 2290. An act to provide that the me-
morial to commemorate the sacrifice and 
service of the women who worked on the 
home front to support the efforts of the 
United States military during World War II 
may be located on the National Mall, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2293. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to reissue certain regulations 
relating to the taking of double-crested cor-
morants at aquaculture facilities. 

H.R. 2302. An act to take certain Federal 
land in the State of California into trust for 
the benefit of the Shingle Springs Band of 
Miwok Indians, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2306. An act to reauthorize the Adams 
Memorial Commission, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2388. An act to take certain Federal 
land in the State of Washington into trust 
for the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2389. An act to take certain land in 
the State of Washington into trust for the 
benefit of the Quinault Indian Nation, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2466. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 5225 Harrison Avenue in Rockford, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Jay P. Larson Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2916. An act to authorize, ratify, and 
confirm the Agreement of Settlement and 
Compromise to Resolve the Akwesasne Mo-
hawk Land Claim in the State of New York, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4285. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to designate an entrance-fee free 
date in 2026 at National Park Service sites in 
order to celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
the United States of America. 

H.R. 4503. An act to improve environ-
mental reviews and authorizations through 
the use of interactive, digital, and cloud- 
based platforms, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5131. An act to extend military land 
withdrawals in Alaska, New Mexico, and 
California for a period of 25 years and to 
make technical corrections to descriptions 
for certain military land withdrawals, and 
for other purposes. 

At 5:55 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, with an amendment, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 1071. An act to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to disinter the remains of 
Fernando V. Cota from Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery, Texas, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 323. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
80 Prospect Street in Avon, New York, as the 
‘‘Officer Anthony Mazurkiewicz Memorial 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 573. An act to require the Council on 
Environmental Quality to publish an annual 
report on environmental reviews and causes 
of action based on alleged non-compliance 

with the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

H.R. 655. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to convey certain Federal land 
to the City of The Dalles, Oregon; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

H.R. 1008. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 298 Route 292 in Holmes, New York, as the 
‘‘Sheriff Adrian ’Butch’ Anderson Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1009. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 86 Main Street in Haverstraw, New York, 
as the ‘‘Paul Piperato Post Office Building’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1276. An act to remove restrictions 
from a parcel of land in Paducah, Kentucky; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

H.R. 1372. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 300 Macedonia Lane in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, as the ‘‘Reverend Harold Middlebrook 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1461. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 521 Thorn Street in Sewickley, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Mary Elizabeth ‘Bettie’ Cole 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1676. An act to amend the Pittman- 
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to ap-
prove the wildlife conservation and restora-
tion program of a State within a certain pe-
riod of time; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

H.R. 1830. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 840 Front Street in Casselton, North Da-
kota, as the ‘‘Commander Delbert Austin 
Olson Post Office’’ ; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 2175. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 130 South Patterson Avenue in Santa Bar-
bara, California, as the ‘‘Brigadier General 
Frederick R. Lopez Post Office Building’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2290. An act to provide that the me-
morial to commemorate the sacrifice and 
service of the women who worked on the 
home front to support the efforts of the 
United States military during World War II 
may be located on the National Mall, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 2293. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to reissue certain regulations 
relating to the taking of double-crested cor-
morants at aquaculture facilities; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

H.R. 2302. An act to take certain Federal 
land in the State of California into trust for 
the benefit of the Shingle Springs Band of 
Miwok Indians, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

H.R. 2388. An act to take certain Federal 
land in the State of Washington into trust 
for the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

H.R. 2389. An act to take certain land in 
the State of Washington into trust for the 
benefit of the Quinault Indian Nation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs. 

H.R. 2466. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 5225 Harrison Avenue in Rockford, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Jay P. Larson Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2916. An act to authorize, ratify, and 
confirm the Agreement of Settlement and 
Compromise to Resolve the Akwesasne Mo-
hawk Land Claim in the State of New York, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

H.R. 4285. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to designate an entrance-fee free 
date in 2026 at National Park Service sites in 
order to celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
the United States of America; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 4503. An act to improve environ-
mental reviews and authorizations through 
the use of interactive, digital, and cloud- 
based platforms, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

H.R. 5131. An act to extend military land 
withdrawals in Alaska, New Mexico, and 
California for a period of 25 years and to 
make technical corrections to descriptions 
for certain military land withdrawals, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on December 10, 2025, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States the following enrolled bill: 

S. 616. An act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to revise the Federal charter for 
the Foundation of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–22. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Louisiana urging the 
United States Congress to take immediate 
action to approve funding to end the federal 
government shutdown and urge the United 
States Senate to adopt the continuing reso-
lution passed by the United States House of 
Representatives that would ensure tem-
porary funding and the uninterrupted oper-
ation of the federal government; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1 
Whereas, the federal government is cur-

rently in a state of shutdown due to a dis-
agreement on the federal budget; and 

Whereas, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives passed H.R. 5371, 119th Cong. 
(2025), Continuing Appropriations and Exten-
sions Act, to temporarily fund the federal 
government; and 

Whereas, the United States Senate has 
been unable to obtain the necessary votes to 
pass the continuing resolution; and 

Whereas, on October 24, 2025, Governor Jeff 
Landry issued Executive Order Number JML 
25–123 declaring a state of emergency as a re-
sult of the suspension of SNAP benefits due 
to the federal government shutdown; and 

Whereas, the state of Louisiana is consid-
ering all possible funding options to continue 
critical federal Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP) benefits disrupted 
by the federal government shutdown for its 
most vulnerable residents, including chil-
dren, seniors, and individuals with disabil-
ities; and 
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Whereas, the state of Louisiana created a 

Budget Stabilization Fund and Revenue Sta-
bilization Fund to provide protection against 
unforeseen disruptions in critical services; 
and 

Whereas, the legislature is considering a 
resolution to utilize up to $150 million for 
the purpose of providing funding for a federal 
program traditionally supported with federal 
taxes; and 

Whereas, Congress has established a clear 
precedent for reimbursement of states during 
a lapse in appropriations, most notably in 
Public Law 113–46 (Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2014), which provides: ‘‘If a State 
(or another Federal grantee) used State 
funds . . . to continue carrying out a Federal 
program . . . the State . . . shall be reim-
bursed for expenses that would have been 
paid by the Federal Government during such 
period had appropriations been available’’; 
and 

Whereas, the federal government shutdown 
has resulted in the suspension of critical 
government services, the furlough of em-
ployees, and disruption to programs that 
support food assistance, public health, trans-
portation, education, national security, and 
economic stability within the state of Lou-
isiana; and 

Whereas, the economic impact of the shut-
down is not confined to the federal level but 
extends to small businesses, contractors, and 
local economies that rely on government 
spending. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby memorialize 
the Congress of the United States to take 
immediate action to approve funding to end 
the federal government shutdown and urges 
the United States Senate to adopt the con-
tinuing resolution passed by the United 
States House of Representatives that would 
ensure temporary funding and the uninter-
rupted operation of the federal government. 
Be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby commend the 
United States House of Representatives, 
under the leadership of Speaker Mike John-
son and Majority Leader Steve Scalise, for 
passing the continuing resolution that en-
sures temporary funding and the uninter-
rupted operation of the federal government. 
Be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana emphasizes the importance 
of ending the government shutdown to pro-
tect the economy, public services, and the 
well-being of Louisiana’s citizens. Be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does hereby urge Congress 
to enact legislation authorizing the reim-
bursement of state funds utilized to provide 
benefits to Louisiana SNAP recipients dur-
ing the federal government shutdown. Be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM–23. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Ohio urging the 
United States Congress to make changes to 
the Fair Labor Standards Act to allow a per-
son under 16 years of age to be employed be-
tween 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. during the school 
year; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 3 
Whereas, The United States lost over 22 

million jobs and had an unemployment rate 
of 14.8% in April 2020, as a result of the 

COVID–19 pandemic, the highest observed 
unemployment rate since data collection 
began in 1948; and 

Whereas, Employers are still experiencing 
a shortage of workers to fill the eight mil-
lion currently available positions, despite 
the economy recovering jobs that were lost 
because of the COVID–19 pandemic; and 

Whereas, Teenage workers are becoming a 
larger portion of the United States work-
force, with an unemployment rate of 13.2% in 
November 2024; and 

Whereas, Business owners have had to ad-
just their operations in response to the ongo-
ing labor shortage, including decreasing 
their open hours; and 

Whereas, Business owners could more 
quickly return to regular operations, includ-
ing resuming their usual open hours, by 
being able to hire the necessary staff to meet 
their operating needs; and 

Whereas, The Fair Labor Standards Act 
and Ohio law permits a person under 16 years 
of age to work until 9 p.m. during summer 
months or other school holidays; and 

Whereas, Extending the hours which a per-
son under 16 years of age may work during 
the school year allows business owners to 
hire the staff required for the business to re-
sume operating during its usual hours of op-
eration; and 

Whereas, Local economic growth results 
when more people are employed and earn 
wages to spend on goods and services pro-
duced by businesses within the local area, 
which in turn requires businesses to hire 
more workers to meet the increased demand; 
now therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the members of the 
136th General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
urge the Congress of the United States to 
make changes to the Fair Labor Standards 
Act to allow a person under 16 years of age 
to be employed between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
during the school year if the person has ap-
proval to do so from the person’s parent or 
legal guardian; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Senate 
transmit duly authenticated copies of this 
resolution to the President Pro Tempore and 
Secretary of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker and Clerk of the United States 
House of Representatives, the members of 
the Ohio Congressional delegation, and the 
news media of Ohio. 

POM–24. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Alaska urging the 
United States Congress and the President of 
the United States to reinstate the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act of 2000 and make the funding 
mechanism in the Act permanent; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5 
Whereas the program established under the 

Secure Rural Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act of 2000 has been vital to 
supporting rural counties and communities 
near national forests by providing funding 
for schools, roads, public safety, and other 
essential services; and 

Whereas the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
was enacted to offset the significant decline 
in revenue from timber harvesting on federal 
lands that resulted from changes in federal 
land management policies; and 

Whereas rural communities in the state, 
particularly those in Southeast Alaska, have 
historically depended on payments made 
under the Secure Rural Schools and Commu-
nity Self-Determination Act of 2000 to sus-
tain critical public services and infrastruc-
ture in areas heavily impacted by federal 
land ownership and limited economic oppor-
tunities; and 

Whereas, in fiscal year 2023, the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act of 2000 provided $12,600,000 to 
the state, benefiting municipalities, bor-
oughs, and regional educational attendance 
areas, including Ketchikan, Wrangell, Ju-
neau, Sitka, Anchorage, and Kenai; and 

Whereas the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
has lapsed as of January 2025 because the 
United States House of Representatives 
failed to approve reauthorizing legislation, 
leaving rural communities in the state and 
across the nation facing significant budget 
shortfalls; and 

Whereas the expiration of the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-Determination 
Act of 2000 places a substantial burden on 
local governments, jeopardizing funding for 
schools, road maintenance, law enforcement, 
emergency services, and other critical needs 
in rural areas; and 

Whereas retroactive reauthorization of the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act of 2000 is essential to en-
sure that rural communities have the re-
sources needed to maintain services and in-
frastructure while providing stability and 
predictability for local budgets; be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture strongly urges the United States Con-
gress to reinstate the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000 retroactively to provide funding to af-
fected communities for fiscal year 2025 and 
subsequent years; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the United States Congress and 
the President of the United States to con-
sider making the funding mechanism author-
ized under the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
permanent to provide long-term support and 
stability for rural communities that receive 
critical revenue from the program; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture encourages the United States Congress 
and the President of the United States to ex-
plore opportunities to make additional fed-
eral timber resources in the state available 
for responsible harvest in a manner that sup-
ports rural economic revitalization, con-
serves habitat, and promotes forest health. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable Donald J. Trump, President of 
the United States; the Honorable JD Vance, 
Vice President of the United States and 
President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Mike Johnson, Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable Chuck Grass-
ley, President pro tempore of the U.S. Sen-
ate; the Honorable John Thune, Majority 
Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Lisa Murkowski and the Honorable Dan Sul-
livan, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable 
Nicholas Begich, U.S. Representative, mem-
bers of the Alaska delegation in Congress; 
and all other members of the 119th United 
States Congress. 

POM–25. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Alaska urging the 
United States Congress to pass the Ensuring 
Lasting Smiles Act; and urging lawmakers 
to advocate for policies that guarantee equi-
table access to vital healthcare; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16 
Whereas the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act 

seeks to ensure that individuals born with 
congenital anomalies, including cleft lip and 
cleft palate, have access to the medically 
necessary treatment and care the individuals 
need throughout the individuals’ lives; and 

Whereas the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act 
aims to require private health insurance 
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plans to cover all medically necessary treat-
ment, including surgery, therapy, and associ-
ated care, for congenital anomalies, without 
imposing a lifetime or annual limit on that 
coverage; 

Whereas an individual born with con-
genital anomalies often faces a lifetime of 
surgeries, speech therapy, dental care, and 
other medical needs, making access to com-
prehensive health care essential for the indi-
vidual’s well-being and quality of life; and 

Whereas many families struggle to afford 
the high cost of necessary medical treat-
ments, especially if a family’s insurance plan 
limits coverage for congenital anomaly care 
and or does not cover specific procedures, re-
sulting in financial hardship and delayed or 
inadequate care; and 

Whereas the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act 
would provide critical protections for fami-
lies by ensuring that private health insur-
ance plans cover medically necessary treat-
ments and services for congenital anomalies 
and prevent arbitrary limits on the duration 
of care; and 

Whereas the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act 
was brought to the attention of the Anchor-
age Assembly by Emily Brubaker, who was 
an eighth grade student at Romig Middle 
School at the time, when she was honored by 
the Anchorage Assembly for her significant 
achievement as winner of the National Civics 
Bee contest; and 

Whereas Emily Brubaker was born with a 
rare congenital anomaly called hypohidrotic 
ectodermal dysplasia, which affects the de-
velopment of skin, hair, teeth, nails, and 
sweat glands; and 

Whereas dental work for Emily Brubaker’s 
condition is likely to cost her family more 
than $100,000; and 

Whereas, at the age of six, Emily Brubaker 
began taking trips to Washington, D.C., with 
her family to share her story with members 
of the United States Congress, encouraging 
members to pass the Ensuring Lasting 
Smiles Act, which would require private 
health insurance plans to cover diagnosis 
and treatment of congenital anomalies and 
birth defects for which some insurance com-
panies deny coverage as dental care; and 

Whereas the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act 
was last introduced in the 117th United 
States Congress as H.R. 1916 and S. 754 and is 
currently being rewritten; and 

Whereas, while the Ensuring Lasting 
Smiles Act does not currently have a pri-
mary sponsor in the United States House of 
Representatives, the Act may be introduced 
in the 119th United States Congress by Sen-
ators Joni Ernst and Tammy Baldwin; be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the Alaska Congressional delega-
tion to support the passage of the Ensuring 
Lasting Smiles Act to ensure comprehensive, 
affordable, and uninterrupted medical care 
for state residents with congenital anoma-
lies; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges lawmakers to continue advo-
cating for policies that guarantee equitable 
access to vital health care for all individuals 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable Donald J. Trump, President of 
the United States; the Honorable JD Vance, 
Vice President of the United States and 
President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Mike Johnson, Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable Chuck Grass-
ley, President pro tempore of the U.S. Sen-
ate; the Honorable John Thune, Majority 
Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Lisa Murkowski and the Honorable Dan Sul-
livan, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable 
Nicholas Begich, U.S. Representative, mem-
bers of the Alaska delegation in Congress; 
and all other members of the 119th United 
States Congress. 

POM–26. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Alaska urging the 
United States Congress to award Hmong vet-
erans of the Vietnam War the Congressional 
Gold Medal; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 10 
Whereas the Hmong played a crucial and 

often overlooked role in the Vietnam War, 
particularly in Laos, where the Hmong were 
recruited by the United States Central Intel-
ligence Agency as part of a covert operation 
known as the ‘‘Secret War’’; and 

Whereas this involvement had profound 
consequences for the Hmong people, leading 
to heavy casualties, mass displacement, and 
ongoing struggles for recognition and sup-
port; and 

Whereas the conflict in the Vietnam War 
was not confined to Vietnam, instead spread-
ing to neighboring Laos, where the North Vi-
etnamese Army used the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
to transport troops and supplies; and 

Whereas, beginning in 1960, to disrupt that 
supply chain, the United States Central In-
telligence Agency recruited and trained as 
many as 100,000 Hmong soldiers, forming 
Special Guerrilla Units under the leadership 
of General Vang Pao; and 

Whereas, in July 1961, Brigadier General 
Edward G. Langdale wrote in a memo to 
General Maxwell D. Taylor that about 9,000 
Hmong soldiers were conducting guerrilla 
operations in adversarial-dominated terri-
tories in Laos; and 

Whereas the Hmong soldiers played a crit-
ical role in intercepting enemy forces, gath-
ering intelligence, and protecting United 
States Air Force radar installations; and 

Whereas Hmong soldiers new thousands of 
combat missions in support of the United 
States Air Force, engaged in conventional 
and guerrilla warfare, despite being heavily 
outnumbered, and rescued downed American 
pilots, often at great personal risk; and 

Whereas approximately 40,000 Hmong sol-
diers were killed, 50,000 Hmong soldiers were 
seriously wounded, and 3,000 Hmong soldiers 
went missing in action; and 

Whereas Hmong soldiers died at 10 times 
the rate of United States soldiers in the 
Vietnam War; and 

Whereas, as the war progressed, boys as 
young as 12 were conscripted into service be-
cause of the immense casualties suffered; 
and 

Whereas, after the United States withdrew 
from Vietnam, the Pathet Lao, an adversary 
group allied with North Vietnam, seized con-
trol of Laos in 1975; and 

Whereas the Hmong faced retaliation for 
allying with the United States; and 

Whereas the new Lao government labeled 
the Hmong as enemies of the state and initi-
ated systematic efforts to eliminate the 
Hmong; and 

Whereas reports indicate that chemical 
weapons were used against Hmong villages 
and thousands of Hmong were executed, with 
many more sent to reeducation camps, where 
conditions were brutal; and 

Whereas some Hmong fighters retreated 
into the jungle and continued to resist the 
government for years; and 

Whereas an estimated 138,000 Hmong fled 
across the Mekong River to refugee camps in 
Thailand; and 

Whereas many Hmong drowned while at-
tempting to cross the Mekong River, while 
others died from disease and starvation in 
the camps; and 

Whereas the name Hmong is the English 
pronunciation of the name by which the 
Hmong people have chosen to be identified; 
and 

Whereas, although historical Chinese 
records do not provide extensive details on 

the origins of the name Hmong, many 
Hmong associate the name with meanings 
such as ‘‘free’’ or ‘‘fate,’’ reflecting the 
Hmong’s enduring struggle against oppres-
sion and resilience throughout history; and 

Whereas the United States, France, Can-
ada, and Australia accepted Hmong refugees, 
with the United States accepting the major-
ity of the refugees; and 

Whereas approximately 50,000 Hmong vet-
erans reside in the United States, of which 
approximately 22 Hmong veterans of the 
Vietnam War call the state home; and 

Whereas the state has a Hmong population 
of over 5,500, which is the third highest in 
the country; and 

Whereas Alaska is home to a vibrant 
Hmong community, which has established 
numerous organizations that provide cul-
tural preservation, economic development, 
and social support for Hmong residents 
across the state; and 

Whereas the United States government for-
mally recognized Hmong contributions for 
the first time on May 15, 1997, when it dedi-
cated the Laos Memorial at the Arlington 
National Cemetery; and 

Whereas, in 2019, the Alaska State Legisla-
ture passed House Bill 56, establishing May 
15 as Hmong-American Veterans Day to rec-
ognize the service of Hmong-American vet-
erans; and 

Whereas several United States cities and 
states have adopted July 22 as Lao-Hmong 
Recognition Day, but federal recognition re-
mains limited; and 

Whereas, on November 9, 2023, Senator 
Gary C. Peters with cosponsors Senators Ron 
Johnson, Tammy Baldwin, Thomas Tillis, 
Amy Klobuchar, Debbie Stabenow, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, and Jon Tester introduced S. 
3271, the Hmong Congressional Gold Medal 
Act, which was referred to committee but re-
ceived no further action; and 

Whereas the Congressional Gold Medal is 
the oldest and highest civilian award in the 
United States and is bestowed by vote of the 
United States Congress and signed into law 
by the President as an expression of the 
highest national appreciation for distin-
guished achievements and contributions by 
individuals or institutions; and 

Whereas the tradition of awarding the Con-
gressional Gold Medal originated during the 
American Revolution, and is now awarded to 
recipients who are recognized for achieve-
ments that have significantly shaped the 
United States; and 

Whereas the United States Congress must 
pass legislation to approve each Congres-
sional Gold Medal, and, upon enactment, 
each Congressional Gold Medal is uniquely 
designed and cast in gold by the United 
States Mint, reflecting the singular nature 
of the honor and distinguishing it from other 
national awards; and 

Whereas United States citizenship is not a 
requirement for receiving the Congressional 
Gold Medal, underscoring its role in recog-
nizing contributions to the nation’s history 
and culture from individuals and groups 
across the world; and 

Whereas other allied forces who fought 
alongside the United States have been hon-
ored with the Congressional Gold Medal, in-
cluding Filipino World War II veterans, in 
recognition of the veterans’ bravery and sac-
rifices in defense of freedom; and 

Whereas the Congressional Gold Medal is a 
fitting and long-overdue honor for the 
Hmong veterans of the Vietnam War, whose 
unparalleled bravery, sacrifice, and unwaver-
ing commitment to securing freedom along-
side United States forces exemplified the 
highest ideals of valor and service; and be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture encourages the United States Congress 
to award Hmong veterans of the Vietnam 
War the Congressional Gold Medal. 
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Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

the Honorable Donald J. Trump, President of 
the United States; the Honorable JD Vance, 
Vice President of the United States and 
President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Douglas Collins, United States Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs; the Honorable Mike John-
son, Speaker of the U.S. House of Represent-
atives; the Honorable John Thune, Majority 
Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Hakeem Jeffries, Minority Leader of the U.S. 
House of Representatives; the Honorable 
Jerry Moran, Chair of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the U.S. Senate; the 
Honorable Mike Bost, Chair of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the U.S. House 
of Representatives; the Honorable Lisa Mur-
kowski and the Honorable Dan Sullivan, U.S. 
Senators, and the Honorable Nicholas 
Begich, U.S. Representative, members of the 
Alaska delegation in Congress; and all other 
members of the 119th United States 
Congress. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. PAUL, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1498. A bill to amend chapter 131 of title 
5, United States Code, to prohibit trans-
actions involving certain financial instru-
ments by Members of Congress. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mrs. CAPITO for the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

*Douglas Weaver, of Maryland, to be a 
Member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion for the remainder of the term expiring 
June 30, 2026. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. KIM: 
S. 3410. A bill to establish Federal agency 

technology and artificial intelligence talent 
teams to improve competitive service hiring 
practices, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself and Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 3411. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to specify that actions of 
the Advocate for Small Business Capital For-
mation are not a collection of information 
under the Paperwork Reduction Act; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mrs. 
BRITT, and Mr. BOOZMAN): 

S. 3412. A bill to establish the President’s 
Council on Sports, Fitness, and Nutrition, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health , Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for her-
self, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 3413. A bill to reauthorize and improve 
the reconnecting communities program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 3414. A bill to prohibit no-knock war-
rants, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself 
and Mr. YOUNG): 

S. 3415. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration to es-
tablish an Innovation Voucher Grant Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Ms. LUMMIS (for herself, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. 
SHEEHY): 

S. 3416. A bill to prohibit public comments 
from governments and individuals des-
ignated as foreign adversaries; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. JUSTICE: 
S. 3417. A bill to direct the Comptroller 

General of the United States to conduct a 
study on the disbursement process for cer-
tain small business loans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. 
BUDD): 

S. 3418. A bill to ensure competition in 
health insurance markets; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 3419. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to promote family 
unity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 3420. A bill to establish a Special Envoy 
for Humanitarian Aid Workers, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 3421. A bill to improve medical device 

recall notifications by amending the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to establish 
an electronic format for device recall notifi-
cations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 3422. A bill to establish the Federal Food 
Administration within the Department of 
Health and Human Services; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. COTTON: 
S. 3423. A bill to make inapplicable to sur-

plus broiler hatching eggs certain regula-
tions relating to shell eggs, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. BOOKER, and Mrs. BLACK-
BURN): 

S. 3424. A bill to amend titles 11 and 28, 
United States Code, to modify the compensa-
tion payable to trustees serving in cases 
under chapter 7 of title 11, United States 
Code, to extend the term of certain tem-
porary offices of bankruptcy judges, and for 
other purposes; considered and passed. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr. 
KIM): 

S. 3425. A bill to establish the use of 
ranked choice voting in elections for the of-
fices of Senator and Representative in Con-
gress, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. COONS, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
PETERS, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. WARREN, 
and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 3426. A bill to establish in the Depart-
ment of State a Special Envoy for the 
Human Rights of LGBTQI+ People, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 3427. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to establish the Do-
mestic Organic Investment Program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Ms. 
SLOTKIN): 

S. 3428. A bill to establish a Task Force for 
Recognizing and Averting Cryptocurrency 
Scams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. 
SCHIFF): 

S. 3429. A bill to amend the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act to provide that 
entrance fees shall not be charged for entry 
to Federal recreational lands and water on 
certain days, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. KING, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. WELCH, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, and Mr. BENNET): 

S.J. Res. 99. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services relating to ‘‘Removal of the 
Automatic Extension of Employment Au-
thorization Documents’’; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. Res. 540. A resolution recognizing 
Human Rights Day on December 10, 2025, and 
commemorating the 77th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the Celebration of ‘‘Human Rights Day’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 142 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 142, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
wildland firefighters in recognition of 
their strength, resiliency, sacrifice, 
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