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December 4, 2025
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  529—CON-
DEMNING ANTI-PALESTINIAN HA-
TRED ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF
THE ATTACK IN BURLINGTON,
VERMONT, ON NOVEMBER 25, 2023

Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 529

Whereas, on November 25, 2023, three col-
lege students were shot while walking down
a street in Burlington, Vermont, where they
were visiting family for Thanksgiving;

Whereas all three victims were grievously
injured, including one who was paralyzed;

Whereas Hisham Awartani, Kinnan
Abdalhamid, and Tahseen Ali Ahmad were
attacked simply for wearing a scarf using a
traditional Palestinian pattern and speaking
in Arabic;

Whereas Palestinian communities across
the United States and the Middle East have
suffered growing threats and acts of violence
and prejudice linked to anti-Palestinian and
anti-Muslim hatred during the war in Gaza;
and

Whereas no individual in the United States
should be subjected to violence or intimida-
tion because of their religion, ethnicity, her-
itage, or expressions of identity: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) mourns those killed and injured in the
United States by anti-Palestinian violence
since the beginning of the war in Gaza, in-
cluding the murder of Wadea al-Fayoume in
Plainfield Township, I1linois, and the violent
attack on Hisham Awartani, Xinnan
Abdalhamid, and Tahseen Ali Ahmad in Bur-
lington, Vermont;

(2) decries the bias, hatred, and threats to
life and safety experienced by many Pales-
tinian Americans during the two-year con-
flict in Gaza;

(3) condemns hateful language that—

(A) advocates for the removal of Palestin-
ians from Israel or the Palestinian terri-
tories;

(B) suggests that Palestinians should move
to other countries; and

(C) denies the existence, cultural tradi-
tions, or right to a state of the Palestinian
people; and

(4) commends community leaders in the
United States, Israel, and the West Bank and
Gaza who have spoken out against hateful
language and urged peace and mutual re-
spect between different communities, reli-
gions, and traditions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  530—CON-
DEMNING THE PARDON OF EX-
HONDURAN PRESIDENT JUAN
ORLANDO HERNANDEZ

Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. KAINE,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. FETTERMAN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 530

Whereas, according to court documents,
from at least 2004 up to and including 2022,
Juan Orlando Hernandez, the former presi-
dent of the Honduran National Congress and
former two-term President of Honduras, was
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at the center of one of the largest and most
violent drug-trafficking conspiracies in the
world;

Whereas, during his political career, Presi-
dent Hernandez abused his positions and au-
thority in Honduras to facilitate the impor-
tation of over 400 tons of cocaine into the
United States, enough for approximately
4,500,000,000 individual doses;

Whereas President Hernandez’'s co-con-
spirators were armed with machine guns and
other weapons, including AK-47s, AR-15s,
and grenade launchers, which they used to
protect their cocaine shipments as they
transited across Honduras on route to the
United States, protect the money they made
from the sale of the cocaine, and guard their
drug-trafficking territory from rivals;

Whereas President Hernandez and his co-
conspirators abused Honduran institutions,
including the Honduran National Police and
the Honduran military, to protect and grow
their conspiracy, using heavily armed Hon-
duran National Police officers to protect
their cocaine shipments as they transited
across Honduras;

Whereas President Hernandez received mil-
lions of dollars of drug money from some of
the largest and most violent drug-trafficking
organizations in Honduras, Mexico, and else-
where, and used those bribes to fuel his rise
in Honduran politics, including a $1,000,000
bribe from El Chapo, one of the world’s most
notorious drug kingpins;

Whereas, as President Hernandez rose to
power in Honduras, he provided increased
support and protection for his co-conspira-
tors, allowing them to move tons of cocaine,
commit acts of violence and murder, and
turn Honduras into one of the most dan-
gerous countries in the world;

Whereas, during his time in office, Presi-
dent Hernandez protected and enriched the
drug traffickers in his inner circle and those
who provided him with cocaine-fueled bribes
that allowed him to obtain and stay in
power;

Whereas President Hernandez selectively
supported and took credit for extraditions to
the United States of certain drug traffickers
who threatened his grip on power, while at
the same time promising drug traffickers
who bribed him and followed his instructions
that they would remain safe in Honduras;

Whereas the threat of being extradited to
the United States made drug traffickers
eager to bribe anyone who could protect
them, and according to Federal prosecutors,
they came to know they could rely on Presi-
dent Hernandez;

Whereas President Hernandez directed the
Honduran National Police and military to
protect smugglers who paid him off and he
promised to shield them from extradition to
the United States, reportedly telling one co-
caine trafficker that ‘“‘by the time the grin-
gos find out, we will have eliminated extra-
dition”’;

Whereas President Hernandez reportedly
boasted, ‘“We are going to stuff the drugs up
the gringos’ noses, and they’re never even
going to know it.”’;

Whereas several of President Hernandez’s
co-conspirators were convicted and sen-
tenced to prison in the United States, includ-
ing President Hernandez’s brother, Juan An-
tonio Hernandez Alvarado, also known as
“Tony Hernandez’, who was convicted and
sentenced to life in prison, Geovanny
Fuentes Ramirez, a violent cocaine traf-
ficker who met with President Hernandez
multiple times to discuss their drug traf-
ficking partnership and who was convicted
and sentenced to life in prison, and Juan
Carlos Bonilla Valladares, also known as “‘El
Tigre”’, the former chief of the Honduran Na-
tional Police, who pleaded guilty to his par-
ticipation in the cocaine importation con-
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spiracy and was sentenced to 19 years in pris-
on;

Whereas President Hernandez was con-
victed of drug trafficking and weapons con-
spiracy after a jury trial that lasted nearly
three weeks, and sentenced to 45 years im-
prisonment and fined $8,000,000;

Whereas President Hernandez claimed that
he was the victim of ‘‘political persecution”,
but no credible evidence to support that
claim has been presented;

Whereas President Hernandez’s conviction
and sentence were upheld on appeal; and

Whereas President Donald J. Trump’s par-
don of Juan Orlando Hernandez is an affront
to the Federal law enforcement and judicial
officials who investigated and prosecuted
him and to the jurors who performed their
civil duty in convicting him, weakens the
rule of law, and severely harms the credi-
bility of the United States in combating
drug trafficking in this hemisphere and be-
yond: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the Federal investigators,
prosecutors, and other United States law en-
forcement and judicial personnel for their
extraordinary efforts in investigating, appre-
hending, and prosecuting President Juan Or-
lando Hernandez;

(2) commends the members of the New
York jury for faithfully and courageously
weighing the evidence and finding President
Hernandez guilty beyond a reasonable doubt;
and

(3) condemns the pardon of convicted co-
caine kingpin Juan Orlando Hernandez.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 531—CELE-
BRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDIVIDUALS

WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION
ACT ON NOVEMBER 29, 2025, AND
RECOGNIZING ITS TRANS-
FORMATIVE IMPACT ON THE
EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. REED, Mr.
KING, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.

KAINE, Mr. BENNET, Mr. KiMm, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. COLLINS,
Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. KELLY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. FETTERMAN, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:
S. REs. 531

Whereas, on November 29, 1975, President
Gerald R. Ford signed the Education for All
Handicapped Children Act (Public Law 94—
142; 89 Stat. 773), which was later renamed
the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.);

Whereas, prior to the enactment of IDEA,
more than 1,000,000 children with disabilities
were excluded from public schools, and many
children with disabilities were institutional-
ized or received inadequate or segregated
education;

Whereas IDEA established the right of
every child with a disability to a free appro-
priate public education in the least restric-
tive environment, fundamentally trans-
forming the educational landscape for mil-
lions of students;
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Whereas IDEA affirms and protects the
rights of children with disabilities and their
families, ensuring access to educational op-
portunities and procedural safeguards;

Whereas IDEA supports the development
and implementation of statewide, com-
prehensive, coordinated, multidisciplinary,
and interagency systems of early interven-
tion services for infants, toddlers, and pre-
school-age children with disabilities and
their families;

Whereas IDEA ensures parents are mean-
ingful partners with educators in deter-
mining the individualized education program
or early intervention services a child needs;

Whereas IDEA provides the necessary tools
to improve educational access and oppor-
tunity through systemic supports and im-
provement activities, parent training, co-
ordinated research and personnel prepara-
tion, technical assistance, dissemination of
best practices, and access to accessible as-
sistive technology and other supports; and

Whereas Congress appropriates funding an-
nually for Part B, C, and D programs of
IDEA, which support the full range of evi-
dence-based services and supports for stu-
dents with disabilities, families, educators,
States, and localities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and celebrates the 50th anni-
versary of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.)
and its enduring legacy and impact;

(2) honors the millions of infants, toddlers,
children, and youth who have benefited from
IDEA;

(3) commends the educators, families, ad-
vocates, and policymakers who have worked
to uphold, advance, and ensure students ben-
efit from IDEA; and

(4) reaffirms its commitment to carrying
out IDEA to ensure that every child with a
disability has access to a high-quality edu-
cation and the opportunity to thrive.

SENATE RESOLUTION 532—AU-
THORIZING THE EN BLOC CON-
SIDERATION IN EXECUTIVE SES-
SION OF CERTAIN NOMINATIONS
ON THE EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE submitted the following
resolution; which was submitted and
read:

S. RES. 532

Resolved, That it shall be in order to move
to proceed to the en bloc consideration of the
following nominations on the Executive Cal-
endar:

(1) Calendar Number 166: Henry Mack III,
of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor.

(2) Calendar Number 267: James Percival,
of Florida, to be General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

(3) Calendar Number 354: Pedro Allende, of
Florida, to be Under Secretary for Science
and Technology, Department of Homeland
Security.

(4) Calendar Number 429: Michael Powers,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense.

(56) Calendar Number 430: Benjamin
Kohlmann, of Texas, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy.

(6) Calendar Number 431: Amy Henninger,
of Virginia, to be Director of Operational
Test and Evaluation, Department of Defense.

(7) Calendar Number 432: David Denton,
Jr., of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the
Department of the Navy.

(8) Calendar Number 452: Benjamin Hobbs,
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development.
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(9) Calendar Number 453: Ronald Kurtz, of
Georgia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development.

(10) Calendar Number 454: Jonathan Burke,
of Georgia, to be Assistant Secretary for
Terrorist Financing, Department of the
Treasury.

(11) Calendar Number 455: Chris Pilkerton,
of Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury for Investment Security.

(12) Calendar Number 456: David Courcelle,
of Louisiana, to be United States Attorney
for the Eastern District of Louisiana for the
term of 4 years.

(13) Calendar Number 461: Jeremiah Work-
man, of Ohio, to be Assistant Secretary of
Labor for Veterans’ Employment and Train-
ing.

(14) Calendar Number 462: Derek Theurer,
of Virginia, to be a Deputy Under Secretary
of the Treasury.

(15) Calendar Number 463: Jonathan Green-
stein, of New York, to be a Deputy Under
Secretary of the Treasury.

(16) Calendar Number 465: Crystal Carey, of
New Jersey, to be General Counsel of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board for the term of
4 years.

(17) Calendar Number 466: Rosario
Palmieri, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor.

(18) Calendar Number 467: James Murphy,
of Maryland, to be a Member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5
years expiring December 16, 2027.

(19) Calendar Number 468: Kirsten Davies,
of Tennessee, to be Chief Information Officer
of the Department of Defense.

(20) Calendar Number 469: Derrick Ander-
son, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Defense.

(21) Calendar Number 470: James Mazol, of
Virginia, to be a Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense.

(22) Calendar Number 477: Braden Boucek,
of Tennessee, to be United States Attorney
for the Middle District of Tennessee for the
term of 4 years.

(23) Calendar Number 478: Dominick Gerace
II, of Ohio, to be United States Attorney for
the Southern District of Ohio for the term of
4 years.

(24) Calendar Number 479: Jerome Francis
Gorgon, Jr., of Michigan, to be United States
Attorney for the Eastern District of Michi-
gan for the term of 4 years.

(25) Calendar Number 480: Bryan Stirling,
of South Carolina, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of South Carolina for the
term of 4 years.

(26) Calendar Number 481: Thomas Wheeler
II, of Indiana, to be United States Attorney
for the Southern District of Indiana for the
term of 4 years.

(27) Calendar Number 482: Thomas Albus,
of Missouri, to be United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of Missouri for the term
of 4 years.

(28) Calendar Number 483: Adam Mildred, of
Indiana, to be United States Attorney for
the Northern District of Indiana for the term
of 4 years.

(29) Calendar Number 484: Harry Kumar, of
New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Commerce.

(30) Calendar Number 486: Joyce Meyer, of
Virginia, to be Under Secretary of Commerce
for Economic Affairs.

(31) Calendar Number 488: Andrew Veprek,
of Louisiana, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Population, Refugees, and Migration).

(32) Calendar Number 489: John Bartrum,
of Indiana, to be Under Secretary for Health
of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(33) Calendar Number 509: William Kirk, of
Maryland, to be Inspector General, Small
Business Administration.
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(34) Calendar Number 510: Jeffrey Hall, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency.

(35) Calendar Number 511: Mitch Graves, of
Tennessee, to be a Member of the Board of
Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority
for a term expiring May 18, 2029.

(36) Calendar Number 512: Jeff Hagood, of
Tennessee, to be a Member of the Board of
Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority
for a term expiring May 18, 2029.

(37) Calendar Number 513: Randall Jones, of
Alabama, to be a Member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Tennessee Valley Authority
for a term expiring May 18, 2028.

(38) Calendar Number 514: Arthur Graham,
of Florida, to be a Member of the Board of
Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority
for the remainder of the term expiring May
18, 2026.

(39) Calendar Number 516: Douglas Trout-
man, of Maryland, to be Assistant Adminis-
trator for Toxic Substances of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

(40) Calendar Number 517: Anthony
D’Esposito, of New York, to be Inspector
General, Department of Labor.

(41) Calendar Number 518: Platte Moring, of
South Carolina, to be Inspector General, De-
partment of Defense.

(42) Calendar Number 520: Mindy
Brashears, of Texas, to be Under Secretary of
Agriculture for Food Safety.

(43) Calendar Number 521: Stella Herrell, of
New Mexico, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Agriculture.

(44) Calendar Number 522: Peter Metzger, of
the District of Columbia, to be Assistant
Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis, De-
partment of the Treasury.

(45) Calendar Number 523: Charles
Arrington, of Illinois, to be a Member of the
Federal Labor Relations Authority for a
term expiring July 1, 2030.

(46) Calendar Number 524: Edward Forst, of
Florida, to be Administrator of General
Services.

(47) Calendar Number 525: Stephen F.
Rickard, of the District of Columbia, to be
an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia for the term of 15
years.

(48) Calendar Number 526: Elana S.
Suttenberg, of the District of Columbia, to
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia for the term of 15
years.

(49) Calendar Number 527: John Cuong
Truong, of the District of Columbia, to be an
Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the
District of Columbia for the term of 15 years.

(60) Calendar Number 528: Thomas Fer-
guson III, of North Carolina, to be United
States Attorney for the Western District of
North Carolina for the term of 4 years.

(61) Calendar Number 529: Robert Kadlec,
of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense.

(52) Calendar Number 530: Marc Berkowitz,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense.

(63) Calendar Number 531: Joseph Jewell, of
Indiana, to be an Assistant Secretary of De-
fense.

(564) Calendar Number 532: Brendan Rogers,
of Connecticut, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Navy.

(65) Calendar Number 533: David Beck, of
Tennessee, to be Deputy Administrator for
Defense Programs, National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration.

(66) Calendar Number 534: Charles Young
III, of West Virginia, to be General Counsel
of the Department of the Army.

(67) Calendar Number 535: Michael Borders,
of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Air Force.
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