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and expanded federally as IDEA. I was
proud to vote for that bill, section 766,
as a State representative—one of my
first votes in my career. That bill then
became the law for the entire country.

In the decades since the IDEA be-
came Federal law, students, parents,
educators, administrators, and support
staff have worked tirelessly to deliver
the promise of a world-class education
to millions of students with disabil-
ities. But far too many students with
disabilities are still waiting for their
shot at a meaningful education.

The Federal Government committed
to funding 40 percent of the cost to
school districts of implementing the
IDEA, but Congress has never fully
funded special education. Right now,
the Federal Government is only cov-
ering 12 percent of the tab, and that is
unacceptable.

Now President Trump and Education
Secretary Linda McMahon are threat-
ening the very foundation of public
education. They are slashing education
funding, stealing from children to give
tax breaks to CEO billionaires and mil-
lionaires. It is Robin Hood in reverse.
They are trying to destroy the Depart-
ment of Education. When the Depart-
ment first opened its doors, fewer than
one in three students with a disability
graduated from high school—only one
in three. Today, that number is over 70
percent of kids with disabilities who
graduate from high school. But instead
of fighting to make that 100 percent,
Trump and McMahon are attempting
to send education for students with dis-
abilities back to the Stone Age.

In their “Big Ugly Bill,” Trump and
the MAGA Republicans doing his bid-
ding also slashed Medicaid, which cov-
ers over $8 billion of school-based
health services delivered to students.
Medicaid funding is the fourth largest
Federal funding stream for public
schools.

Two weeks ago, I visited the Campus
School in Boston, which is a school for
students with complex disabilities and
extensive support needs. During my
visit, I met Natalie, a middle school
student, and her mom Julia. Natalie
has Duplbq syndrome, which causes se-
rious developmental, behavioral, and
medical needs, such as frequent sei-

zures. Natalie requires 24-hour
caregiving support.
Natalie’s story demonstrates how

crucial the IDEA is and how dev-
astating Trump and MAGA Repub-
licans’ cuts will be to families around
the country.

In April of 2023, Natalie and her mom
moved to Massachusetts to seek out a
safe, accessible education for her,
which she was not receiving in her
home State. The implementation of
IDEA and outcomes for students with
disabilities vary dramatically across
State lines. Now Natalie is receiving
the support she needs to flourish. Her
school has set up an individual edu-
cation plan with goals for her academic
achievement, occupational therapy,
communication, and motor skills. Her
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home school district is able to access
funding from the State of Massachu-
setts, the IDEA, and Medicaid to cover
Natalie’s educational costs.

Her school pays $18 million each year
to allow students like Natalie to re-
ceive the highest quality and best-fit
school placements out of district. In
turn, her school receives $1.7 million
from IDEA funding and $500,000 in Med-
icaid funds to offset those costs—
around 10 percent. If this Federal fund-
ing is jeopardized, the school, Natalie,
and her peers, their educators, and
their families will have no idea how to
continue providing the level of edu-
cation that these students not only de-
serve but are legally entitled to.

That includes the nurses, the teach-
ers, the occupational therapists, and
the school staff who work with Natalie.
It includes the assistive technology
that Natalie uses to communicate.
Federal health and education funding
give Natalie her voice. It also includes
the transportation that Natalie re-
ceives to and from school each and
every day.

Natalie’s disability does not preclude
her ability or deny her the right to re-
ceive an excellent education. At school
and at home, Natalie radiates joy be-
cause she is given the support she
needs to flourish. Every student with a
disability is worthy of that same sup-
port, inclusion, and joy.

Natalie’s mom Julia, with whom I
spent a couple of hours talking, is
among the strongest amongst us. Nat-
alie’s mother navigates a world that is
not yet designed for her daughter to
thrive without ceaseless advocacy and
effort. Yet Julia says what keeps her
up at night is thinking of the thou-
sands of children just like Natalie who
don’t have the extensive support that
her daughter has. I will tell you that
Julia needs that help. It is 24 hours a
day. She needs that help that is going
to be slashed.

There are millions of students across
America who are still fighting for what
Natalie has and what is promised by
the IDEA: an education that allows
them to thrive. Because of Donald
Trump, Linda McMahon, and MAGA
Republicans, that promise is moving
further and further out of reach.

At the same time, the education that
Natalie currently receives is under
threat. Natalie, her mom, her teachers,
her school administrators—they all
want to ensure that Natalie receives a
world-class education, but a vision
without funding is a hallucination. If
the Federal funding and protections
backstopping education for students
with disabilities stop flowing, as insuf-
ficient as they may be right now, we
will see a nationwide regression. We
cannot let that happen to Natalie or to
any child in our country. They deserve
our Nation’s support.

As we look ahead to the next 50 years
of the IDEA, our moral obligation to
students with disabilities must not
waver. We must, finally, fully fund the
IDEA. We must forcefully reject the
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Trump administration’s continued at-
tacks on public education. Ultimately,
we must make sure that every child in
America—no matter what State they
live in—is given the opportunity to
excel and to thrive.

This anniversary is a call to action.
Children are only 25 percent of our pop-
ulation, but they are 100 percent of our
future. We must fight for them every
single day. Natalie’s is a story that all
of us must be aware of.

———
H.J. RES. 131

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I also
rise today to oppose the effort to open
up the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to permanent, irreversible damage
from the Big Oil industry.

This effort to overthrow the Biden
administration’s Record of Decision for
the management of the Arctic Refuge
through the Congressional Review Act
process will sow chaos, create legal un-
certainty, and put the refuge into
limbo. But we do have some certainty.
Republicans know this will put our last
most wild place at risk. It will put the
rare caribou, polar bears, and wildlife
that call the refuge home at risk. The
Gwich’in people have said over and
over that it puts their way of life at
risk.

But this vote would also put business
and legal certainty at risk—years of
confusion, lawsuits, and paralysis all
from this unnecessary resolution. And
for what? This fossil fuel fiasco has
been rejected time and time again by
insurers, major banks, and oil and gas
companies. They have said they won’t
finance development in the refuge.
They are even paid to get out of leases.
Two failed lease sales, one of which was
held under President Trump, should
have been the end of this political the-
ater, but they persist. And even before
drilling, any fossil fuel exploration in
the refuge will leave scars that will
last for generations.

Instead of tackling our affordability
crisis, instead of fighting the climate
crisis, instead of protecting healthcare
programs or fighting for the needs of
special education students, this is what
Republicans want to work on—an at-
tempted favor for Big Oil executives.

This CRA resolution would jeopardize
the Arctic Refuge—the greatest intact
wildlife refuge in our Nation. It would
jeopardize our chance at a livable fu-
ture, and it would jeopardize the
Gwich’in people’s way of life.

Our public lands belong in public
hands. Yesterday, the President of the
United States, with the auto industry
of our country standing behind him,
signed a new resolution saying that we
are not going to try to increase fuel
economy standards in our Nation. Do
you know what the consequence of that
is? They want to just put a big gas sta-
tion up in the Arctic Refuge, and we
will just start drilling for more oil be-
cause we don’t want to make our vehi-
cles more efficient. We are going to
cede the future of all-electric vehicles
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to the Chinese and just pull out of the
race rather than compete with them.
At the same time, they are saying we
will drill; that we will drill for oil in
the most precious part of our national
public lands. It is an absolute disgrace.

We are a technological giant. To give
up on our ability to be able to make
these vehicles more efficient is a death
sentence for the most precious and vul-
nerable areas in our Nation. It is com-
pletely and totally irresponsible, im-
moral, and it is going to wind up with
scarred oilfields all across these ref-
uges that, unfortunately, were com-
pletely and totally avoidable.

Yesterday, President Trump signed,
in many ways, the death warrant for
all of these precious areas in our coun-
try because he pulled out of the race to
increase the fuel economy standards—
where we put the oil in the vehicles
that we drive.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

——
HALO ACT

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, last
week, across America we were shocked,
astonished, gutted. The night before
our Nation paused to give thanks for
the blessings in our lives—the night be-
fore Thanksgiving—two of our coun-
try’s finest were shot down mere
blocks away from the White House.
Two young National Guardsmen, who
had served their country like the Pre-
siding Officer, who were doing their
jobs of keeping us safe, were ambushed
by a gunman here on asylum.

It was 20-year-old Sarah Beckstrom
who tragically perished from her inju-
ries and 24-year-old Andrew Wolfe who
remains in critical, yet stable condi-
tion.

We all in the Senate and across
America continue to pray for these
guardsmen, for Andrew’s recovery, and
for their families and loved ones.

After the suspect started firing—and
many missed the news on this—a Na-
tional Guard major who was just doing
his rounds was nearby, checking on
other troops. He started running to-
ward the gunfire, and all he had was a
pocketknife. I would like to think ev-
eryone in this room would have the im-
mediate response to do the same, but I
think we would all pause and question:
Would you, with a pocketknife, run to-
ward gunfire to protect others?

There are heroes in this Nation who
sign up to do that, like the Presiding
Officer, who say that they will put
their safety behind others. They will
stand as a guardsman of their fellow
countrymen, and that is what this man
did. He rushed toward danger to pro-
tect other people. I am so grateful that
there are heroes like him in our coun-
try.

Last week—just a few days ago—in
my home State of Florida, Sergeant
Erik LeVasseur, from Port St. Lucie,
while doing his job as a law enforce-
ment officer, was shot in the face when
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he responded to a call for help. These
attacks, threats, and harassment can-
not begin to feel commonplace in our
country—not in our States, not in our
cities. We cannot get used to this, and
we should always be outraged when
they occur.

Unfortunately, a tragedy like this is
happening time and time again in a
growing stream of incidents across our
country, wherein our Nation’s guard-
ians, with whatever badge they wear
and whatever oath they have taken—
from our guardsmen to our Federal law
enforcement, to our State law enforce-
ment heroes—are being targeted.

Then I hear dire language from the
speaker before me—using the term
“‘death warrant’” as it related to an
issue—but they won’t fully engage and
stand up against those who are sup-
porting groups that are targeting our
heroes.

An attack on those who enforce our
Nation’s laws is an attack on what this
country was built on. It is an attack on
the people’s law. Indeed, it is an attack
on the rule of law.

Over the last 10 months, our Federal
officers and agents have faced a dan-
gerously escalating pattern of violence,
ranging from hitting, spitting, kicking,
and biting during arrests to vehicle-
ramming, open gunfire, and throwing
Molotov cocktails—all because they
are doing their jobs that they took an
oath to do to protect other human
beings. From January 21, 2024, through
November 21, 2024, there were only 19
recorded assaults against ICE law en-
forcement. At the same time this year,
ICE law enforcement has faced 238 re-
ported assaults. It is a 1,1563-percent in-
crease in assaults on those law enforce-
ment officers.

These nationwide incidents show how
officers are being targeted because of
the badge they wear, because of the
oath they take. And you Kknow in
many, many instances, they are going
after people who have repeatedly
harmed American citizens. The attacks
are not just on the enforcement oper-
ations; they are an attack on the offi-
cers themselves.

Incredibly, incredibly radical, Demo-
crat-led cities and States in this coun-
try are using taxpayer money to en-
courage the harassment and obstruc-
tion of our law enforcement officers in
the United States of America.

I just introduced the Halo Act to pro-
tect Federal officers while they con-
duct their official duties, and I am
proud to say that this week, more of
my colleagues have signed up to co-
sponsor this important legislation.
They have said: No more. Our heroes
have to be able to do their jobs to pro-
tect us without feeling threatened in
the execution of their duties.

The legislation would make it illegal
for anyone, after being told to stay
back, to knowingly come within 25 feet
of a Federal officer that is trying to do
their job if the intent is to interfere
with the officer’s work or threaten
physical harm.
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You know, personally, I am the wife
of a law enforcement officer. It is in-
credibly dangerous, as they are trying
to execute official duties, to have peo-
ple interfere with them. The distrac-
tion of not being totally focused on
what they are doing endangers not
only them but those around them, and
we have seen that happen in this coun-
try.

I expect every one of the colleagues
in this U.S. Senate to speak out
against that, to stand up for the people
we ask to take an oath to stand in
harm’s way to protect us. It is the very
least they could do—to use words of
support for them. My guess is you will
hear utter silence on that side of the
Chamber.

This act is modeled after something
we have done in my great home State
of Florida, where we are the most pro-
law enforcement State in the Nation. I
was proud to say that, and I worked to-
wards that in my time as attorney gen-
eral in the great State of Florida. That
is why not only are we leading in the
Nation in people wanting to move to
our State for protection, the people
who are doing that protection, our law
enforcement officers, are coming from
all over this Nation, uprooting their
families, to be Florida heroes because
they know we have their back. We need
to do that for all of our heroes across
this Nation, and it needs to start right
here in the Senate.

It takes a truly special person to an-
swer that call, whether that is in our
military or in our law enforcement pro-
fessions—and I am proud to be the wife
of a law enforcement officer—to be the
one that runs towards danger to help
others like that courageous National
Guard major last week.

They shouldn’t be worried while they
are doing their jobs unnecessarily by
people wanting to target them or at-
tack them. Indeed, if it weren’t for our
Nation’s heroes, our society would fail,
our rule of law could not exist.

I came here to DC to fight for these
heroes like you, and it is a battle.
There are those that will stand up and
fight for our heroes, and there are
those that will not even remain just si-
lent, they will actively work against
them and support groups that are tar-
geting them. It is battle, and it is one
we must win. There is not an option.

For our heroes’ sake, for our coun-
try’s sake, for the success of this great
American experiment, living as a free
man under the rule of law, I urge my
colleagues to have our officers’ backs
while they cover ours.

I hope they will join me in sup-
porting my Halo Act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be allowed to
speak for up to 5 minutes, followed by
Senator HYDE-SMITH for up to 5 min-
utes and Senator MURKOWSKI for up to
3 minutes, prior to the scheduled roll-
call vote.
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