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who may have different party affili-
ations and different ideas about how we 
should solve problems can come to-
gether to try to build consensus and to 
work through our differences to arrive 
at a policy framework that gets at 
least 60 percent support in this body. 
The result of that process is a product 
that has been stress-tested by Members 
on both sides and one that works out 
better in the long-term for the Amer-
ican people. 

But with the COVID-era enhanced 
ObamaCare credits set to expire ac-
cording to a timetable set by Demo-
crats since no Republican voted for it 
in the first place—instead of working 
through the regular order to come up 
with a bipartisan solution, the Senate 
Democrats have chosen to play 
hardball. They shut down the govern-
ment, denying paychecks to millions of 
Americans, in an attempt to beat Re-
publicans into accepting their terms 
unilaterally. This is simply not the 
way the Senate is supposed to work. 

The Democrats’ use of a government 
shutdown as a tactic to get what they 
wanted—to extend this failed policy in 
ObamaCare—is a shameful tactic, but 
now that the shutdown is over, Demo-
crats have an opportunity to recon-
sider and do the right thing. 

President Trump has already given 
us some great ideas about how to ac-
complish this and made the point, 
which I think is an important one, that 
rather than send the money to insur-
ance companies that have, by the way, 
done very, very well and made a lot of 
money, let’s send the money directly 
to the consumer so they can choose 
what suits their needs the best. 

There are many good ideas that have 
been circulated. Senator BILL CASSIDY, 
a physician from Louisiana and a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee, has put 
forward a framework based on the ad-
ministration’s proposals—bypassing 
the insurance companies and sending 
the money directly to the consumer. I 
know others who have a lot of experi-
ence in the healthcare field, like Sen-
ator RICK SCOTT of Florida, have intro-
duced legislation as well. So there are 
a lot of great ideas out there. 

We know that ObamaCare itself has 
failed and is unsustainable in its cur-
rent form, so we have a lot of work to 
do and not much time to get it done. 
The goal, of course, is to make sure 
that everybody in America can get ac-
cess to healthcare and to make sure we 
don’t bankrupt the country in the 
meantime. 

So all these ideas are a solid step in 
the right direction toward righting the 
wrongs of ObamaCare and ensuring we 
put dollars in the hands of the con-
sumer or American families rather 
than in the coffers of insurance compa-
nies and insurance company execu-
tives. 

But to actually solve the healthcare 
challenges that this country faces, we 
need to have a robust debate between 
our Members, and I hope our colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle will ap-

proach this discussion in good faith. 
Based on history, I am not overly con-
fident that will happen, but I remain 
hopeful. 

So I look forward to working with all 
of our colleagues, as well as President 
Trump, to come up with the right solu-
tion for healthcare that actually re-
lieves the burden of rising health costs 
on American families, primarily caused 
by the abomination known as 
ObamaCare. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
Bragdon nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 472, David 
A. Bragdon, of North Carolina, to be United 
States District Judge for the Middle District 
of North Carolina. 

John Thune, John Barrasso, Jon A. 
Husted, John R. Curtis, Tom Cotton, 
Bernie Moreno, John Boozman, Chuck 
Grassley, James Lankford, John Cor-
nyn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Markwayne 
Mullin, Kevin Cramer, Pete Ricketts, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Tim Sheehy, Jim 
Banks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the mandatory 
quorum call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of David A. Bragdon, of North Carolina, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Middle District of North Carolina, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. CURTIS), the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), 
and the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FETTERMAN), the Senator from Arizona 

(Mr. GALLEGO), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. KIM), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator 
from California (Mr. SCHIFF), and the 
Senator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) 
are necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 624 Leg.] 

YEAS—50 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 

Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—41 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—9 

Curtis 
Fetterman 
Gallego 

Kim 
McConnell 
Risch 

Sanders 
Schiff 
Warnock 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
RICKETTS). On this vote, the yeas are 
50, the nays are 41. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of David A. 
Bragdon, of North Carolina, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of North Carolina. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, all postcloture 
time be expired and the Senate vote on 
confirmation of the Bragdon nomina-
tion at 11:30 a.m. tomorrow; further, 
that the cloture motion with respect to 
the Freeman nomination ripen fol-
lowing disposition of the Bragdon nom-
ination; further, that if cloture is in-
voked on the Freeman nomination, the 
Senate vote on the nomination at 2:15 
p.m. tomorrow; finally, that if any 
nominations are confirmed during 
Tuesday’s session of the Senate, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
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President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. Res. 520 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send an 
executive resolution to the desk for 
consideration of certain nominations 
en bloc and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the title of the resolu-
tion for the information of the Senate. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 520) authorizing the 
en bloc consideration in Executive Session of 
certain nominations on the Executive Cal-
endar. 

Mr. THUNE. In order to place the ex-
ecutive resolution on the calendar, I 
object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the executive 
resolution will lie over 1 calendar day. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 474. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Matthew E. 
Orso, of North Carolina, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of North Carolina. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of Executive 
Calendar No. 474, Matthew E. Orso, of 
North Carolina, to be United States 
District Judge for the Western District 
of North Carolina. 

John Thune, John Barrasso, Jon A. 
Husted, John R. Curtis, Tom Cotton, 
Bernie Moreno, John Boozman, Chuck 

Grassley, James Lankford, John Cor-
nyn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Markwayne 
Mullin, Kevin Cramer, Pete Ricketts, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Tim Sheehy, Jim 
Banks. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 475. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Susan 
Courtwright Rodriguez, of North Caro-
lina, to be United States District Judge 
for the Western District of North Caro-
lina. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 475, Susan 
Courtwright Rodriguez, of North Carolina, to 
be United States District Judge for the West-
ern District of North Carolina. 

John Thune, John Barrasso, Jon A. 
Husted, John R. Curtis, Tom Cotton, 
Bernie Moreno, John Boozman, Chuck 
Grassley, James Lankford, John Cor-
nyn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Markwayne 
Mullin, Kevin Cramer, Pete Ricketts, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Tim Sheehy, Jim 
Banks. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DISCLOSURE OF CONGRESSION-
ALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS UNDER RULE XLIV OF 
THE STANDING RULES OF THE 
SENATE 
Mr. COLLINS. Mr. President, the in-

formation required by rule XLIV of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate related to 
congressionally directed spending 
items is included in the committee re-
ports (Senate Reports 119–44, 119–46, 
119–47, and 119–55) that are referenced 
in Senate amendment No. 3951 to H.R. 
4016. I hereby incorporate that infor-
mation into this disclosure by ref-
erence. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I was 
absent, but had I been present, I would 
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 623, 
H.J. Res. 130, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Bureau of Land Management relat-
ing to ‘‘Buffalo Field Office Record of 
Decision and Approved Resource Man-
agement Plan Amendment.’’ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEBREW 
UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I am 
thrilled to recognize the centennial of 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The 
American Friends of Hebrew Univer-
sity, AFHU, is helping to celebrate 100 
years of accomplishment and toast the 
next generation of visionaries who will 
carry forward this tradition to the next 
century and beyond. 

Hebrew University is home to over 
23,000 students and 1,400 researchers 
across six campuses. Faculty and alum-
ni have received 9 Nobel Prizes and reg-
istered more than 11,000 patents. Its 
impact has shaped not just Israel but 
the whole world, including in Virginia 
through the Mid-Atlantic Branch of 
AFHU. Benefactors of HU and this cele-
bration include so many whose legacy 
can be seen across Virginia and the 
Mid-Atlantic region: the family and de-
scendants of Charles E. Smith, the 
Theodore and Annette Lerner Family 
Foundation, Sheryl and Bradley 
Schwartz, Susie and Michael Gelman, 
and many more. 

I would be especially remiss not to 
recognize my friends Bill and Bobbie 
Kilberg. Bill is president of the mid-At-
lantic region of the AFHU and a mem-
ber of the board of governors, among 
many other stops in his legal and busi-
ness career. Bobbie is president and 
CEO emerita of the Northern Virginia 
Technology Council, an entity that has 
done so much to shape the Virginia 
economy of today. 

As I reflect on the interweaving 
strands of academic excellence em-
bodied by Hebrew University and the 
economic and technological innovation 
for which Israel is renowned, I see a 
story that has played out in Virginia 
and elsewhere. Virginia’s technology 
economy has blossomed in just a few 
short decades, largely due to its first- 
rate higher education sector, careful 
attention to cultivating a strong work-
force, and the efforts of organizations 
like NVTC and people like Bill and 
Bobbie to cultivate those resources. 
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