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(Public Law 102–4), leading to the recogni-
tion of Agent Orange as a presumptive haz-
ard and paving the way for benefits for af-
fected veterans; 

Whereas the Agent Orange Act of 1991, and 
research conducted pursuant to that law, 
yielded new presumptions of service connec-
tion related to herbicide exposure and pro-
vided a blueprint for Congress and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to address mili-
tary toxic exposures encountered by suc-
ceeding generations of veterans, culminating 
in the passage of the Sergeant First Class 
Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to 
Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022 
(Public Law 117–168) (commonly known as 
the ‘‘PACT Act’’); 

Whereas the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, DC, completed in 1982, stands 
as a lasting tribute to those who lost their 
lives in the conflict, with its black granite 
walls inscribed with the names of the fallen, 
offering a place of reflection and remem-
brance for their loved ones and fellow citi-
zens; 

Whereas the Vietnam Women’s Memorial 
in Washington, DC, dedicated in 1993 as the 
first national memorial to female veterans, 
honors the heroic service and sacrifices made 
by the many women who served in Vietnam, 
often as medical personnel rendering the 
final care and comfort to their dying com-
rades; 

Whereas the thousands of Gold Star fami-
lies that remember loved ones lost continue 
to maintain the legacy of Vietnam veterans 
who answered the Nation’s call to defend 
freedom and made the ultimate sacrifice in 
the line of duty; and 

Whereas The Wall That Heals, a traveling 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 
and other community-based replica Walls 
across the country provide veterans and 
their families with opportunities to pay trib-
ute and find solace: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of the 

end of the Vietnam War; 
(2) honors and expresses profound gratitude 

to the men and women of the Armed Forces 
of the United States who served with brav-
ery, courage, dedication, sacrifice, and self-
lessness in the Vietnam War; 

(3) remembers and pays tribute to those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice during the 
Vietnam War and those who remain missing 
in action from that conflict; 

(4) commends the work of the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) in its 
continued mission to bring home the 1,545 
members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who remain missing and unaccounted 
for from the Vietnam War, and urges DPAA 
to redouble efforts to bring all of the United 
States’ fallen sons and daughters home; 

(5) acclaims the work of the United States 
of America Vietnam War Commemoration 
for its mission to recognize, thank, and 
honor Vietnam veterans and their families 
for their service and sacrifice; 

(6) acknowledges the challenges and hard-
ships faced by Vietnam veterans upon their 
return home and reaffirms the Nation’s re-
spect and appreciation for their service; 

(7) recognizes the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial, The Wall That Heals, and other trib-
ute sites as enduring symbols of remem-
brance and national gratitude; 

(8) commits to ensuring the well-being and 
support of Vietnam veterans, particularly 
those affected by Agent Orange and herbicide 
exposure; 

(9) underscores the importance of a new 
spirit of 21st century cooperation and part-
nership between former enemies engaging in 
diplomatic, economic, and security coopera-
tion; 

(10) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day on March 29 and remember the 
commitment to duty demonstrated by Viet-
nam veterans; 

(11) reaffirms the importance of educating 
future generations about the Vietnam War 
and the sacrifices made by those who served, 
ensuring their legacy is never forgotten; and 

(12) lauds the Veterans History Project at 
the Library of Congress, which continues to 
gather firsthand accounts and record the 
recollections of veterans who served in the 
Vietnam War, preserving their stories for fu-
ture generations of Americans. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 496—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF NOVEMBER 8, 
2025, AS ‘‘NATIONAL FIRST-GEN-
ERATION COLLEGE CELEBRA-
TION DAY’’ 

Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. LUJÁN, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
and Ms. COLLINS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 496 

Whereas a ‘‘first-generation college stu-
dent’’ means an individual whose parents did 
not complete a baccalaureate degree, or in 
the case of any individual who regularly re-
sided with and received support from only 1 
parent, an individual whose parent did not 
complete a baccalaureate degree; 

Whereas November 8 honors the anniver-
sary of the signing of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson on November 8, 1965; 

Whereas the Higher Education Act of 1965 
was focused on increasing postsecondary 
education access and success for students, 
particularly low-income and first-generation 
college students; 

Whereas the Higher Education Act of 1965 
helped usher in programs necessary for low- 
income, first-generation college students to 
access, remain in, and complete postsec-
ondary education, including the Federal 
TRIO programs under chapter 1 of subpart 2 
of part A of title IV of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 et seq.) and the 
Federal Pell Grant program under section 
401 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1070a); 

Whereas the Federal TRIO programs are 
the primary national effort supporting 
underrepresented students in postsecondary 
education and are designed to identify indi-
viduals from low-income backgrounds that 
would be first-generation college students 
and prepare them for postsecondary edu-
cation, provide them support services, and 
motivate and prepare them for doctoral pro-
grams; 

Whereas the Federal Pell Grant program 
under section 401 of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a) is the primary 
Federal investment in financial aid for low- 
income college students and is used by stu-
dents at institutions of higher education of 
their choice; 

Whereas first-generation college students 
may face additional academic, financial, and 
social challenges that their peers do not face 
in pursuing higher education; 

Whereas 54 percent of all college students 
pursuing degrees at the time of the introduc-
tion of this resolution are first-generation 
college students; 

Whereas the Council for Opportunity in 
Education and FirstGen Forward, formerly 

the Center for First-generation Student Suc-
cess, jointly launched the inaugural First- 
Generation College Celebration in 2017; and 

Whereas the First-Generation College Cele-
bration has continued to grow, and institu-
tions of higher education, corporations, non-
profit organizations, and elementary and 
secondary schools now celebrate November 8 
as ‘‘First-Generation College Celebration 
Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses support for the designation of 

November 8, 2025, as ‘‘National First-Genera-
tion College Celebration Day’’; and 

(2) urges all people of the United States 
to— 

(A) celebrate ‘‘National First-Generation 
College Celebration Day’’ throughout the 
United States; 

(B) recognize the important role that first- 
generation college students play in helping 
to develop the future workforce; and 

(C) celebrate the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) and its programs 
that help underrepresented students access 
higher education. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 497—PERMIT-
TING THE COLLECTION OF 
CLOTHING, TOYS, FOOD, AND 
HOUSEWARES DURING THE HOLI-
DAY SEASON FOR CHARITABLE 
PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS 
Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 

BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 497 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. COLLECTION OF CLOTHING, TOYS, 
FOOD, AND HOUSEWARES DURING 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON FOR CHARI-
TABLE PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of the rules or regulations of 
the Senate— 

(1) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may collect from an-
other Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate within a Senate build-
ing or other office secured for a Senator non-
monetary donations of clothing, toys, food, 
and housewares for charitable purposes re-
lated to serving persons in need or members 
of the Armed Forces and the families of 
those members during the holiday season, if 
the charitable purposes do not otherwise vio-
late any rule or regulation of the Senate or 
Federal law; and 

(2) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may work with a non-
profit organization with respect to the deliv-
ery of donations described under paragraph 
(1). 

(b) EXPIRATION.—The authority provided 
by this resolution shall expire at the end of 
the first session of the 119th Congress. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 498—HON-
ORING DR. JANE GOODALL AND 
HER LEGACY AS AN 
ETHOLOGIST, CONSERVATIONIST, 
AND ACTIVIST 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 

Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. WELCH) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 498 

Whereas Dr. Jane Goodall, born Valerie 
Jane Morris-Goodall on April 3, 1934, was a 
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world-renowned ethologist, conservationist, 
and activist; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall immersed herself in 
the study of chimpanzees in their natural 
habitat within Gombe Stream National Park 
in Gombe, Tanzania; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall was one of the first fe-
male wildlife field researchers, inspiring 
countless other women to follow in her foot-
steps; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall’s findings on the tool- 
making practices of chimpanzees revolution-
ized the field of primatology and forever 
changed the way animals are perceived and 
studied; 

Whereas the Jane Goodall Institute, estab-
lished in 1977 by Dr. Goodall, spearheads the 
world’s longest-running field research into 
great apes, supports the protection and res-
toration of the natural world, is an innova-
tive leader in advancing community led con-
servation, and promotes environmental edu-
cation; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall, through the Jane 
Goodall Institute, has provided over 300 
scholarships to young women to support 
their education and has paved the way for 
women in science; 

Whereas the Tchimpounga Rehabilitation 
Center was established by the Jane Goodall 
Institute in the Republic of Congo in 1991 to 
care for chimpanzees orphaned by the illegal 
commercial bushmeat and pet trades and has 
cared for over 200 chimpanzees in its 30-year 
existence; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall was named a United 
Nations Messenger of Peace in 2002, the high-
est honor of the United Nations, to recognize 
her peace building work through the Roots & 
Shoots youth program; 

Whereas the Roots & Shoots youth pro-
gram has inspired over 1,470,000 young people 
in over 65 countries to engage in activities 
that make a difference in their communities; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall transformed tradi-
tional conservation through the Lake 
Tanganyika Catchment Reforestation and 
Education (TACARE) program, which 
prioritizes community-centered conservation 
in designing the future; 

Whereas Dr. Goodall became a beacon of 
hope through her numerous books and docu-
mentaries, inspiring individuals of all ages 
to work towards a brighter future; and 

Whereas Dr. Goodall built a legacy of envi-
ronmental activism, humanity, and infec-
tious compassion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) uses April 3, 2025, and April 3, 2026, to 

commemorate the birth of Dr. Jane Goodall 
and to celebrate the extraordinary contribu-
tions of Dr. Goodall and the impact she had 
on the world; 

(2) proclaims April 3, 2025, and April 3, 2026, 
as ‘‘Jane Goodall Day’’ across the country; 
and 

(3) expresses gratitude to Dr. Goodall for 
her unwavering dedication to the well-being 
of animals, conservation, and the planet as a 
whole. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3937. Ms. COLLINS proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 5371, making con-
tinuing appropriations and extensions for fis-
cal year 2026, and for other purposes. 

SA 3938. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3937 proposed by Ms. COLLINS to the bill 
H.R. 5371, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3939. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 5371, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3940. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3937 proposed by Ms. COLLINS 
to the bill H.R. 5371, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3941. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. PAUL (for 
himself and Mr. WYDEN)) proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 3937 proposed by Ms. 
COLLINS to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3942. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 3941 proposed by Mr. 
THUNE (for Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN)) to the amendment SA 3937 proposed 
by Ms. COLLINS to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3943. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3944. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 3943 proposed by Mr. 
THUNE to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3945. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3946. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 3945 proposed by Mr. 
THUNE to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3947. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 3946 proposed by Mr. 
THUNE to the amendment SA 3945 proposed 
by Mr. THUNE to the bill H.R. 5371, supra. 

SA 3948. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 5371, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3949. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 5371, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3950. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
WELCH, and Ms. SLOTKIN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3937 proposed by Ms. COLLINS 
to the bill H.R. 5371, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 3937. Ms. COLLINS proposed an 

amendment to the bill H.R. 5371, mak-
ing continuing appropriations and ex-
tensions for fiscal year 2026, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Continuing 
Appropriations, Agriculture, Legislative 
Branch, Military Construction and Veterans 
Affairs, and Extensions Act, 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 
Sec. 4. Explanatory statement. 
Sec. 5. Statement of appropriations. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATONS ACT, 2026 

DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCY 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026 

Title I—Agricultural Programs 
Title II—Farm Production and Conservation 

Programs 
Title III—Rural Development Programs 
Title IV—Domestic Food Programs 
Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related 

Programs 
Title VI—Related Agency and Food and Drug 

Administration 
Title VII—General Provisions 

DIVISION C—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026 

Title I—Legislative Branch 
Title II—General Provisions 
DIVISION D—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, 

VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026 

Title I—Department of Defense 

Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions 

DIVISION E—EXTENSION OF 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

DIVISION F—HEALTH EXTENDERS 
Title I—Public Health Extenders 
Title II—Medicare 
Title III—Human Services 
Title IV—Medicaid 
Title V—Food and Drug Administration 
Title VI—No Surprises Act Implementation 

DIVISION G—DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS EXTENDERS 

Title I—Health Care Matters 
Title II—Benefits 
Title III—Housing 
Title IV—Other Matters 

DIVISION H—MISCELLANEOUS 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any 
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding this 
Act, printed in the Senate section of the 
Congressional Record on or about November 
9, 2025, and submitted by the chair of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, 
shall have the same effect with respect to 
the allocation of funds and implementation 
of divisions B through D of this Act as if it 
were a joint explanatory statement of a com-
mittee of conference. 
SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2026. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026 

The following sums are hereby appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2026, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2025 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2025, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the Full-Year Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 119– 
4), except sections 1110, 1113, and 1114; the 
proviso in paragraph (4) of section 1602; and 
sections 1708 and 1808; and except section 540 
of division C, and sections 110 and 112 of divi-
sion D of Public Law 118–42, as continued in 
effect by section 1101 of division A of Public 
Law 119–4; and except section 7069(b) of divi-
sion F of Public Law 118–47, as continued in 
effect by section 1101 of division A of Public 
Law 119–4. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2025 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2025 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
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