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Executive Assistant Directors have
been removed, including those who
oversaw the National Security Branch,
the Intelligence Branch, and the Crimi-
nal, Cyber, Response, and Services
Branch. The Trump administration has
also removed the Special Agents in
Charge of at least four major field of-
fices and the Assistant Director of the
Washington Field Office.

The Acting Attorney General has
also issued a memo firing a dozen ca-
reer Department of Justice prosecu-
tors.

She is quoted as saying:

Given your significant role in prosecuting
the President, I do not believe that the lead-
ership of the Department can trust you in
implementing the President’s agenda faith-
fully.

The Bureau’s acting leaders are ca-
reer FBI public servants who have re-
portedly resisted the push from Trump
administration officials to punish FBI
agents who were simply doing the work
that was assigned to them to inves-
tigate the January 6 attack. If I am
not mistaken, it was the largest crimi-
nal prosecution in history, and to
think that many of the Assistant At-
torneys General and members of the
FBI had some role in its pursuit is no
surprise whatsoever.

So now the Trump administration
wants these people to be outed—pub-
licly disclosed—with names and ad-
dresses. This weekend, the Bureau
turned over the personnel details of
thousands of FBI personnel. Thank-
fully, a temporary court order was
issued on Friday that is keeping the
Department of Justice from revealing
those names.

Is there any danger to these women
and men who swore allegiance to the
United States and its Constitution and
pursued the official duties of the De-
partment of Justice? Why, of course,
there is. The previous head of the FBI
told us that the situation is grim when
it comes to domestic terrorism in the
United States. So is he suggesting
that, perhaps, the Proud Boys and the
Oath Keepers can’t wait to get this list
the Trump administration has pro-
duced—a list of those who did their
duty under the Constitution and pur-
sued these cases on the January 6 out-
rage? I am afraid that is a fact.

That temporary court order is the
only thing between these White nation-
alist-extremist groups and the men and
women who dedicated their lives to law
enforcement in this country. That is
where we have come to in just a few
short days of the new Trump adminis-
tration.

Tomorrow, FBI probationary agents
and personnel stationed around the
world are required to submit justifica-
tions for their continued employment.
This could lead to the firing of up to
3,000 law enforcement officials. Don’t
tell me you want to fight crime. Don’t
tell me you want to stop narcotics and
then dismiss 3,000 FBI and Department
of Justice officials. These mass layoffs,
forced retirements, and involuntary re-
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assignments of experienced Depart-
ment of Justice and FBI officials rep-
resent an outright attack on public
safety by President Trump.

America will be less safe because of
this political charade that is going on
in the Department of Justice. These
mass layoffs of these experienced peo-
ple mean that your family, your town,
your neighborhood will be less safe.
The purge is already leading to wide-
spread disruption and delay in prosecu-
tions, investigations, and sensitive op-
erations. The Joint Terrorism Task
Forces have been asked to focus on
President Trump’s immigration-re-
lated initiatives, which means valuable
resources and personnel will be shifted
away from State and local and Federal
partners fighting foreign and domestic
terrorism.

As America faces a heightened threat
landscape, these removals and re-
assignments are crippling not only to
the Justice Department and the FBI
but to the 93 U.S. Attorney’s Offices
and the 55 FBI field offices across the
country. The loss of potentially thou-
sands of Federal law enforcement jobs
will put a burden on local field offices;
slow ongoing casework; increase the
unemployment rates nationwide in law
enforcement; and harm local econo-
mies.

President Trump may claim to back
the blue—he may pose with men and
women of law enforcement—but, appar-
ently, he is only interested in doing so
when it is politically convenient and
consistent with his political agenda.

Before Ms. Bondi’s confirmation, my
concerns about how she would lead the
Department were based on her history
as President Trump’s personal lawyer,
but the leadership of Pam Bondi, the
Attorney General, is no longer hypo-
thetical. Her directives and actions are
now impacting a lot of innocent people
and a lot of good Americans who have
dedicated their lives to public service
and law enforcement. We need to work
together on a bipartisan basis to push
back against these attacks on the De-
partment of Justice and the FBI to
protect the national security of the
United States.

NOMINATION OF KASHYAP PATEL

Madam President, I will take to the
floor in a day or two to describe what
is going to happen next when it comes
to Kash Patel—a man who has no expe-
rience which merits his selection as Di-
rector of the FBI. He has the tempera-
ment of a politician who is stalking his
opponents. I don’t make that up. I just
basically read his book, and it spells it
out in detail, including his infamous
enemies list of some 60 people whom he
considers to be part of the deep state or
whatever his characterization may be.

To give this man a 10-year tenure as
Director of the FBI and the power of
that Agency, with thousands of inves-
tigators and individuals, is to invite
trouble for this generation and the
next. He is going to do things in that
position which are not consistent with
the values that people at the FBI have
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brought to that work for more than
seven or eight decades, and that is why
it is very important we watch it care-
fully.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BRITT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ENERGY

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, last
week, the Senate voted to confirm
Chris Wright as President Trump’s Sec-
retary of Energy.

The United States has been blessed
with incredible natural resources, and
it is something, frankly, that it seems
like President Biden sought to deny
the American people the benefits of
that endowment with vast natural re-
sources. And President Trump is going
to reverse those policies and make sure
we take full advantage of it for many
reasons.

I was proud to support Secretary
Wright’s nomination, and I can’t think
of a better candidate to oversee the im-
plementation of one of President
Trump’s key campaign promises: to un-
leash American energy in a new golden
age of prosperity.

Under 4 years of the Biden adminis-
tration, Americans suffered from bur-
densome energy prices resulting from
his backward approach to energy pol-
icy. We know that inflation was part of
what was driving those high energy
prices, but also the refusal to take ad-
vantage of what God has given us in
terms of natural resources. From day
one, President Biden prioritized the
view of climate radicals, while the in-
terests of Texas families and our na-
tional security were apparently an
afterthought.

His first action was to revoke the
permits for the construction of the
Keystone XL Pipeline, a project that
would have allowed us to transport
crude oil from Canada to refineries in
the Midwestern United States. Because
the pipeline was not built on a timely
basis, it didn’t mean the crude didn’t
come. It meant it was put into railroad
cars and shipped in a way that was,
frankly, not as safe and, certainly, not
as efficient as a pipeline would be.

And, in 2022, President Biden signed
the Inflation Reduction Act, and while
this law did nothing to reduce infla-
tion, it did create massive subsidies for
electric vehicles, most of which aver-
age working American families can’t
afford to buy. But it is the car of
choice for many high-income coastal
elites.

But it wasn’t enough to just subsidize
electric vehicles. In 2024, the Biden ad-
ministration went further in finalizing
a rule requiring—requiring—two-thirds
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of new cars on the market to be elec-
tric or hybrid by 2032. The Biden ad-
ministration made clear that their end
game was to end gas-powered cars.

Now, most Americans who buy a car
keep it for an average of about 10
years, and President Biden basically
wanted to force them into buying
something that was not their pref-
erence but was going to be subsidized
by hard-working families—again, a ve-
hicle that many of them could not
themselves afford. It is hard to see this
as anything but an affront to those
hard-working families back home in
Texas or Alabama or anywhere else in
the country.

It is not just the cost that we are
talking about here. President Biden’s
press for fast adoption of electric vehi-
cles was a gift to our greatest strategic
adversary. That is because China con-
trols the supply chains for a majority
of the critical minerals required to
produce EV batteries. Seventy-five per-
cent of lithium-ion batteries, 70 per-
cent of cathode, and 85 percent of
anode production capacity required for
EV batteries, as well as 50 percent of
the processing facilities for lithium,
cobalt, and graphite, are all located in
China.

On the other hand, the United States
produces virtually none of these crit-
ical minerals and certainly does not
process them, which is admittedly a
very difficult and sometimes dirty
process. But in China, they process 90
percent of the world’s critical min-
erals, and, frankly, they don’t care too
much about the consequences.

But President Biden’s insistence on
this rapid transition from gas-powered
vehicles to electric vehicles put our na-
tional security concerns and working
families in the backseat to Xi Jinping
and the climate radicals. But he didn’t
stop with electric vehicles.

Last January, President Biden issued
a pause on all American exports of
liquified natural gas in order to con-
duct a study on the environmental im-
pact. Well, I can tell him what a study
has shown—what experience has shown
is that natural gas has driven down the
number of carbon emissions that pre-
viously occurred because of the broad
use of coal. So natural gas is really a
much cleaner source of energy.

Of course, this pause on exports had
major repercussions in Texas, which is
one of the leaders of the LNG industry.

A 2023 study from the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers found that
liquefied natural gas contributes $43.8
billion to our GDP. It supports more
than 200,000 jobs and generates $11 bil-
lion in Federal, State, and local tax
revenue. In Texas alone, the oil and gas
industry specifically supported more
than 178,000 direct and indirect jobs in
2023 and purchased nearly $100 billion
of U.S. goods and services.

But President Biden’s pause on ex-
ports was not the only time the Biden
administration chose to pick a fight
with Texas over energy.

Last fall, the DC Circuit Court issued
a ruling that revoked a permit for the
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LNG export terminal at the Port of
Brownsville. This export terminal and
related projects had already been ap-
proved by the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission.

Just one of the projects affected by
this ruling would have created 6,000
jobs and more than $18 billion of in-
vestments in South Texas.

But the DC Circuit sent them back to
the drawing board, insisting that they
needed to ‘‘adequately consider the en-
vironmental justice impact’” of these
developments.

These were for projects that had al-
ready been approved by the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission.

Of course, we already know that lig-
uefied natural gas is one of the clean-
est sources of energy, and of all the
places in the world to source LNG, the
United States of America has the high-
est standards. But environmental con-
siderations aside, this war on American
energy exports is in direct conflict
with our national security priorities.

Prior to the pause on LNG, the
United States was supplying energy to
our European allies. This, of course, al-
lowed them to rely far less on Russian
energy sources to keep the lights on
and keep their houses warm. By turn-
ing off our LNG spigot, President Biden
sent a gift to Vladimir Putin in the
form of another source of revenue. Of
course, it is the revenue that comes
from the sale of energy in Russia that
Putin uses to fund his war machine,
which has resulted in the deaths of
hundreds of thousands of Russians and
Ukrainians.

President Biden’s energy agenda put
Texas workers and their families and
our national security last, choosing in-
stead to bend a knee to foreign adver-
saries and to radical climate activists.

But, thankfully, that is not where
the story ends. President Trump and
Secretary Wright are now at the helm,
and President Trump has lost no time
in righting the ship to put American
consumers and our national security
first. President Trump is already off to
the races to unleash a golden age of en-
ergy dominance in a number of impor-
tant ways.

On the first day of his Presidency, he
reversed President Biden’s disastrous
LNG pause. This will allow our allies
access to the oil and natural gas that
come from Texas projects in the Gulf of
America rather than relying on our ad-
versaries.

Furthermore, it is not just Texans
and our European allies that can ben-
efit from President Trump and Sec-
retary Wright’s agenda; by reforming
the permitting process, we can make
sure everyone within the United States
has access to our abundant domestic
energy supplies. And it will bring
prices down, as President Trump has
said is important in his fight against
40-year high inflation under the pre-
vious administration.

Unfortunately, some of our New Eng-
land States—notably States like Maine
and Massachusetts—are still reliant on
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foreign fuel, and that is because of the
lack of pipelines that would take the
LNG and transport it up into that part
of the United States.

Due to stringent shipping require-
ments from the Jones Act, it is more
costly to transport natural gas from
the Gulf of America to New England
than it is for these States to import
fuel from foreign countries. The Jones
Act was intended to protect U.S. ship-
ping, but in this case, it has the unin-
tended effect of decreasing our energy
independence. I have no doubt that
commonsense permitting reforms can
right this wrong.

I look forward to working with Presi-
dent Trump and his administration to
unleash American energy through an
“all of the above’ approach so that
Texas and the Gulf of America can
once again supply the Nation and the
world with reliable, affordable energy.

The Biden administration’s energy
policy has lined the pockets of Amer-
ica’s adversaries to appease climate
radicals while hard-working Americans
were stuck with the check. But Presi-
dent Trump has promised a golden, new
age, and I look forward to making
Texas and America the center of that.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

TRUMP EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
just got back from Albany and Syra-
cuse, where I visited two of our com-
munity health centers—the Syracuse
Community Health Center and the
Hometown Health Center in Schenec-
tady. These community health centers
do amazing work—amazing work. They
provide good, effective, efficient
healthcare for so many people. In New
York State, about 2.4 million people
get help from the community health
centers. In Central New York that I
visited in Syracuse, about 80,000, and in
the Capital Region, where Albany is,
110,000.

Let me say that when President
Trump instituted his freeze, his fund-
ing freeze, it sent shock waves through
these two centers and hundreds of oth-
ers across the country. All of a sudden,
payments frozen, funding frozen—no
reasoning, no logic, nothing. They won-
dered: Do they have to lay off people?
Could they pay the rent?

They wondered if they could give
healthcare, you know, for someone who
had a 2-week plan. Maybe the doctor
shouldn’t prescribe it in week 1 because
money wouldn’t be around in week 2.

They depend on Federal funding.
They get somewhere between 15 to 20
percent of their funding. They have
been going on since the 1960s and deliv-
ering great, efficient healthcare. And,
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