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threats. At a time when oil prices are rising
and global supply can be easily constricted
by foreign governments, investing in domes-
tic oil production is a matter of national and
energy security. During a time of high infla-
tion across the country, this misguided rule
will almost certainly lead to higher energy
prices for working class families across
America. Restricting access to energy devel-
opment limits consumers’ access to afford-
able, reliable energy.

Furthermore, oil production on the North
Slope and in the NPR-A contributes to the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS), a
vital piece of U.S. infrastructure. Oil pro-
duced in the NPR-A will keep TAPS eco-
nomically viable and capable of providing oil
to the rest of the United States and beyond.
Restricting future development of the NPR~
A by creating a presumption against permit-
ting the uses for which the NPR-A was spe-
cifically developed directly threatens our en-
ergy security.

Conclusion: As indicated above, this proc-
ess is being fast-tracked, lacks transparency,
possibly exceeds the agency’s legal author-
ity, and lacks proper consultation as re-
quired by department policy. At the very
least, the complexity of the new proposal
warrants additional time for public review
and scrutiny and, importantly, meaningful
consultation with the Alaska Native tribal
entities, corporations, and communities
most impacted by these decisions.

Thank you for your consideration of these
comments.

Sincerely,
LEILA KIMBRELL,
Executive Director.

———

TRIBUTE TO LAURENCE “LARRY”
BENZ

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise today to pay tribute to an accom-
plished and compassionate Kentucky
business leader Dr. Laurence ‘‘Larry’”’
Benz, the founder of Confluent Health.
I have had the opportunity to work
alongside Larry, and we have developed
a strong friendship. Through military
service, professional sports, and now a
thriving business career, he has accu-
mulated a wide range of experiences to
help grow Kentucky’s economy. He will
soon be inducted into the Kentucky
Entrepreneur Hall of Fame for his
transformational leadership abilities
and impact on Kentuckians’ lives.

Prior to his start in the entrepre-
neurial space, Dr. Benz served in the
U.S. Army as a captain in the Army
Medical Specialist Corps. For his de-
voted service in the military, he re-
ceived the Meritorious Service Medal. I
am thankful for his bravery and un-
wavering commitment to our country.
While still serving, Dr. Benz founded
the Kentucky Orthopedic Rehab Team,
a private practice outpatient physical
therapy company. Through this work,
he effectively pursued his passion for
providing Kentuckians with excellent
physical therapy access and care. The
company went on to become the larg-
est private practice in Kentucky and
southern Indiana, eventually expand-
ing into North Carolina and Florida.

After selling that business, Dr. Benz
went on to cofound with his wife Dr.
Patricia Benz, a well-respected phys-
ical therapist Confluent Health. The
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company helps support businesses that
offer rehabilitation services like phys-
ical therapy, occupational therapy,
chronic pain management, and sports
medicine. Confluent Health assists in
all the ‘‘behind-the-scenes’ work that
goes into keeping these rehabilitation
spaces open. Additionally, they help
practitioners get access to specialty
board certifications and post-profes-
sional programs so that they can focus
on providing care instead of worrying
about the business side of their prac-
tices. In 2022, I was glad to join Dr.
Benz for the opening of Confluent
Health’s new headquarters in Louis-
ville, marking a historic investment in
our city while delivering first-rate care
to Kentuckians.Dr. Benz then took ev-
erything he learned in his time as CEO
of Confluent Health and stepped into a
new role helping grow the Dental Care
Alliance. They serve approximately 400
dental private practices across 24
States.

Dr. Benz’s excellence in business is
paired with a drive to help others and
give back to communities. Outside of
his professional work, he has shown a
commitment to education in Ken-
tucky. In 2011, Dr. Benz was appointed
to serve on the board of trustees my
alma mater, the University of Louis-
ville, and went on to be elected board
chairman 1last year. Currently, he
serves as a member of the UofLL Ath-
letic Association and the president’s
council. He is a proven leader whose ex-
pertise is invaluable in both the
healthcare and academic spaces. He has
been invited to present at over 250
physical therapy programs, national
conferences, and MBA  programs
throughout the country. His vision for
future generations of physical therapy
providers is founded in the values of
empathy and compassion. There is no
doubt that Larry has made his mark on
the industry and continues to leave a
lasting impact each and every day.

Larry’s career is one focused on kind-
ness and support. He has emphasized
patients’ well-being and mental health,
along with their physical health. On
the provider’s side, he has lifted small
private practices well beyond what
they would have been able to do on
their own, in a variety of fields of med-
icine. He has reached nearly every re-
gion of Kentucky over the course of his
career, and I admire his and Patty’s
continued commitment to the Louis-
ville area. I also admire their commit-
ment to their family, with children
Aaron, Lauren, Jonathan, and their
grandchildren Levi, Johnny, Elliot, and
Valora.

Again, I ask my colleagues to please
join me in congratulating Dr. Larry
Benz on his induction into the Ken-
tucky Entrepreneur Hall of Fame and
recognizing his profound impact on
Kentucky.

————
TRIBUTE TO CHARLES SIMPSON

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise today to pay tribute to my good,
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longtime friend, U.S. District Court
Judge for the Western District of Ken-
tucky Charles R. Simpson III, in spe-
cial celebration of the upcoming cere-
mony at the Gene Snyder U.S. Court-
house for the unveiling of his official
portrait.

Chuck and I have been friends for a
while. In fact, our friendship goes all
the way back to our internship with
Henry Clay.

Jokes aside, I am proud to have
known Chuck for so long. We both at-
tended the University of Louisville, but
we didn’t get to know each other until
I came back to Kentucky to begin my
law career. We practiced law together
for a brief period. I was terrible and
hated it. I wouldn’t go to myself for a
simple will. Chuck was great and loved
it. And thankfully for me, Chuck also
loved politics, so I got his help in run-
ning for Jefferson County judge-execu-
tive. We worked hard together on that
first campaign. And amazingly, we won
by 11,000 votes—a sizeable victory for a
Republican in a blue city—and I was
lucky to keep Chuck on my team as
legal counsel.

Chuck was also there when I first ran
for Senate. I headed back to DC, and
Chuck stayed in Louisville to build on
his law career, but we remained in
touch. Only a couple years into my
first term, I had the opportunity to
recommend a candidate for appoint-
ment to the Federal bench. Knowing
Chuck’s character and legal chops, I
didn’t have to look any further. Presi-
dent Reagan made the wise choice of
nominating Chuck in 1986 to the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Kentucky. He served as chief judge
for several years, beginning in 1994.
Under his supervision as chief judge,
the court underwent impressive trans-
formations to improve its handling of
administrative matters.

I don’t mean to brag in observing
that Chuck’s appointment turned out
to be a great move. He has been an ex-
cellent judge who is respected through-
out the legal community. He under-
stands complex legal issues very quick-
ly and always hears out both sides in
court before making decisions. Judge
Simpson’s fairness and hard work
earned him renown throughout Ken-
tucky. He won the Louisville Bar’s
Judge of the Year in 2000 and the Ken-
tucky Bar’s Outstanding Judge of the
Year in 2005.

Chuck’s work is inspired not only by
his hometown of Liouisville, but also by
his academic and professional journeys
abroad. He brings with him a special
set of skills, knowing how to connect
with others internationally. He created
a special sister court relationship be-
tween his court and one in Croatia, and
Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court William Rehnquist even ap-
pointed him to an international judi-
cial council.

Of course, I would be remiss not to
mention the time Judge Simpson made
international news on a visit to Russia
when he accidentally locked himself in
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the courtroom cage usually reserved
for the defendant. Apparently, it was
quite difficult to find the key—in Rus-
sia, go figure. Everyone handled the
situation with great humor, and luck-
ily, his travels to other countries such
as Cyprus, Slovenia, and many other
places, did not include a similar experi-
ence—as far as I know.

Devoted to the court and always find-
ing enthusiasm for his work, Judge
Simpson kept a sizeable caseload even
after achieving senior status in 2013. He
has a great sense of humor and his firm
dedication to the law and commitment
to improving the lives of others drives
him every day.

Judge Simpson’s involvement in the
community extends well outside of
work too. He is a loyal member of
local, State, and Federal bar associa-
tions, and his peers have entrusted him
with leadership roles over the years be-
cause they know he represents them
well and gets the job done. He holds
status as an outstanding alumnus of
UofLL law school and received the Law-
rence Grauman Award—the law
school’s most prestigious award—in
2006, honoring a lifetime record of lead-
ership and service to the legal profes-
sion and community. Chuck’s success
is hard to encapsulate in just a few
short pages. You never find him tout-
ing his own accolades since he is quick
to credit others for his accomplish-
ments, both on the bench and in his
personal life.

What he values and celebrates most
is his family. Chuck is a devoted hus-
band to his wife Clare, a proud father
of their three children Charlie, Pam,
and Lauren, and a loving grandfather
to all his grandchildren. I have the
pleasure of tailgating with Chuck and
Clare several times a year to root on
the Louisville Cardinals through thick
and thin. It was also a joy to have their
daughter Pam serve in my Washington
office for several years. She was an in-
tegral member of the team.

I know the entire Simpson family is
beaming with pride today in celebra-
tion of this incredible man who devoted
his career to serving the public and
making a difference.

I ask my colleagues to please join me
in congratulating U.S. District Court
Judge Charles Simpson on the special
occasion, and recognizing his profound
impact on Kentucky, the judiciary, and
our country.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING QUINN LLOYD

e Mr. MARSHALL. Madam President,
today we recognize Quinn Lloyd of Co-
lumbus, KS, and honor the life and leg-
acy of a young man whose kindness,
character, and generosity have had a
profound effect on his community and
our Nation.

Known for his warm personality and
infectious smile, Quinn was a beloved
son, brother, friend, and teammate. A
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force on the gridiron and joy to all who
knew him, Quinn brightened the lives
of everyone around him.

Even in the face of unimaginable
tragedy, Quinn’s generosity has contin-
ued through the gift of life he provided
to others in need through organ dona-
tion. This incredible act of selflessness
and courage exemplifies the strength of
his spirit and the depth of his char-
acter.

On November 4, 2025, his family,
friends, and the Columbus, KS, commu-
nity joined together for Quinn’s Honor
Walk, a moving ceremony that cele-
brated both his life and the hope he has
given others. His gift will help others
live, and his light will continue to
shine through the lives he touched.

Quinn will be laid to rest alongside
his sister Ruby, surrounded by a com-
munity that loved him deeply. Though
his time with us was far too short, his
legacy of kindness and generosity will
endure for generations and continue to
inspire.

I now ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Quinn Lloyd and in offer-
ing our prayers and deepest sympathies
to his family, friends, and the entire
Columbus, KS, community.e

———

TRIBUTE TO RICH HANSON

® Mr. YOUNG. Madam President, I rise
today to honor the distinguished serv-
ice of Richard ‘‘Rich” Hanson, a Hoo-
sier who has dedicated his life to avia-
tion and public service.

After an extraordinary career in
aviation and law enforcement, Rich is
retiring as president of the Academy of
Model Aeronautics, AMA, after 9 years
of distinguished leadership.
Headquartered in Muncie, IN, AMA is
the Nation’s premier organization dedi-
cated to model aviation, a community
that inspires innovation, education,
and a lifelong passion for flight.

Rich’s love of aviation began early in
the Civil Air Patrol from 8th through
12th grades. After high school, he en-
listed in the U.S. Army, trained as a
helicopter pilot, and served with dis-
tinction in Vietnam. He later contin-
ued his service in the Army National
Guard, rising to the rank of lieutenant
colonel.

In 1973, Rich joined the Arizona De-
partment of Public Safety as a heli-
copter pilot, embarking on another
chapter of service. He advanced
through the ranks, ultimately com-
manding aviation operations and lead-
ing the department’s Criminal Justice
Support Bureau. Even during his days
off, Rich continued to share his love of
flying by piloting tours over the Grand
Canyon.

Alongside his public service career,
Rich devoted decades to advancing the
hobby and science of model aviation
through AMA. Rich’s efforts have
strengthened aviation safety, expanded
STEM education opportunities, and in-
spired countless young people to pur-
sue careers in aviation and aerospace.

Rich’s leadership has guided AMA
through some of the most significant
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transitions in its history, particularly
the emergence of drone technology and
the evolving regulatory landscape sur-
rounding unmanned aircraft systems.
Through his steady advocacy, he
helped others appreciate the strong
safety record and educational value of
model aviation, a legacy that will en-
dure for generations.

On behalf of Hoosiers, I extend my
thanks and congratulations to Rich
Hanson on an impactful career of serv-
ice and dedication to the field of avia-
tion and his country.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:24 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to section 451 of
the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (Public Law 113-128), the
Minority Leader appoints the following
individual to the National Council on
Disability: Ms. Sascha Bittner of San
Francisco, California.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 3166. A bill to rescind unused COVID
funding and reduce the deficit.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PAUL, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 861. A bill to streamline the sharing of
information among Federal disaster assist-
ance agencies, to expedite the delivery of
life-saving assistance to disaster survivors,
to speed the recovery of communities from
disasters, to protect the security and privacy
of information provided by disaster sur-
vivors, and for other purposes.

By Mr. PAUL, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:

S. 872. A bill to amend the Federal Funding
Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006
to ensure that other transaction agreements
are reported to USAspending.gov, and for
other purposes.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 3153. A bill to require inclusion on the
list of Chinese military companies operating
in the United States of Chinese entities on
certain other lists maintained by the United
States Government; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. KAINE:

S. 3154. A Dbill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to increase the number of indi-
viduals from the District of Columbia who
may be appointed to military service acad-
emies; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. CURTIS):
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