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(A) providing assistance, resources, or 

services to manufacturers or manufacturing 
workers in the United States; 

(B) offering expertise, improvements, re-
search, and development or other assistance 
in technological innovations or advanced 
manufacturing in partnership with or for use 
by manufacturers in the United States; or 

(C) developing policy that substantially 
impacts the manufacturing sector in the 
United States. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 
SEC. 3. STUDY RELATING TO MANUFACTURING 

PROGRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF COMMERCE. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall produce a report that— 

(1) identifies offices and bureaus of the De-
partment of Commerce with responsibilities 
related to— 

(A) critical supply chain resilience; and 
(B) manufacturing and industrial innova-

tion; 
(2) identifies the duties, responsibilities, 

programs, and expertise relevant to critical 
supply chain resilience and manufacturing 
and industrial innovation of each covered of-
fice and bureau; 

(3) identifies and assesses the purpose, 
statutory authority, effectiveness, effi-
ciency, and limitations of each covered office 
and bureau; 

(4) identifies gaps between offices with du-
plicative duties, responsibilities, programs, 
and expertise within the Department of Com-
merce that are implementing activities re-
lated to critical supply chain resilience and 
manufacturing and industrial innovation; 
and 

(5) provides recommendations to improve 
the effectiveness, efficiency, and impact of 
each covered office and bureau, including 
recommendations to— 

(A) optimize operations within or across 
covered offices and bureaus; 

(B) improve coordination across covered 
offices and bureaus; and 

(C) improve coordination with Federal 
agencies implementing similar activities re-
lated to critical supply chain resilience and 
manufacturing and industrial innovation. 

(b) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF PUBLIC ADMINIS-
TRATION.—The Secretary shall contract with 
the National Academy of Public Administra-
tion in producing the report under sub-
section (a). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date on which the Secretary produces 
the report under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress— 

(1) the report produced under subsection 
(a); 

(2) recommendations for potential legisla-
tive action addressing recommendations in 
the report produced under subsection (a); and 

(3) a response from the Secretary to the 
recommendations included in the report pro-
duced under subsection (a). 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following resolutions, 
which are at the desk: S. Res. 464, S. 
Res. 465. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Ms. ERNST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolutions be agreed to, the 
preambles be agreed to, and that the 

motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, all en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 
27, 2025 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today it 
stand adjourned until 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, October 27; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each; fi-
nally, at 5:30 p.m., the Senate execute 
the orders with respect to the 
Taibleson and Lewis nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order, following the 
remarks of Senators WELCH and WHITE-
HOUSE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

f 

GAZA CEASE-FIRE 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, every 
single one of us—every Member of the 
U.S. Senate, my fellow Vermonters, all 
Americans, people around the world— 
are absolutely thrilled by the cease-fire 
in Gaza. 

After 2 years of relentless bombing, 
after 2 years of horror for the hostages 
and their families, the bombing has 
largely stopped, and the hostages are 
home. This is extraordinary. I salute 
everyone involved in getting us to this 
day, including President Trump. 

But let’s be clear, there is more work 
to be done. The only way this cease-fire 
will succeed is if it is the beginning of 
a relentless, tireless process that aims 
to get us to the two-state solution— 
two states for two peoples; a safe and 
democratic Jewish state of Israel 
alongside a sovereign state for the Pal-
estinians that are indigenous to the 
land where they now live as envisioned 
in the President’s 20-point plan and has 
been U.S. policy for over 50 years. 

So the question before us is, Will all 
who are involved, particularly the U.S. 
Government, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, and the Palestinian Au-

thority, U.S. partners in the Gulf, and 
our European allies—will everyone do 
every single thing possible to make 
that success of a lasting peace through 
a two-state solution a likelihood? 

Let me be candid. I am extremely 
alarmed at what we are already seeing 
since the cease-fire. On the Israeli side, 
Mr. Netanyahu is continuing to dial-up 
or down the delivery of urgently need-
ed food or medicine depending on what 
his political desires of the moment are. 
After 2 years of already having kept 
food out, largely for starving kids, that 
has to be provided with the 600 trucks 
a day unabated, continuously, and reg-
ularly. At the same time, Hamas is 
score-settling, is committing public 
executions, and intimidating the Pal-
estinians who yearn for peace and a re-
turn to some degree of normalcy. 

The impediments to peace are deep, 
and they are clear. So we need to ask 
ourselves: What do we need to do to 
make sure that the violence and the 
destruction does not resume? In Gaza, 
one thing is absolutely essential. Mr. 
Netanyahu must stop blocking the 
medicine and the food for starving kids 
and Palestinians. We cannot condone 
Israeli military and the instructions of 
the Netanyahu government from ille-
gally blocking international food aid 
from getting through Rafah. Yet we see 
a continuation of children facing se-
vere malnutrition and hunger. We also 
see kids who are sick and had the 
promise of getting healthcare, cancer 
treatment, women who need maternity 
facilities or basic medicines and treat-
ments still not having access to them. 

The Netanyahu government cannot 
be allowed to, once again, turn on and 
off the supply of food and medicine and 
use it as a military tool. Withholding 
fruit and vegetables and other food 
from a million hungry kids is not a 
military response; it is a collected pun-
ishment. 

Next, Mr. Netanyahu must finally— 
finally, once and for all—stop the 
bombing in Gaza. The IDF’s own data 
shows that more than five out of six 
people killed by IDF bombs supplied by 
the U.S. over the past 2 years were ci-
vilian casualties. Those government 
bombings that have been renewed in 
Gaza this week, killing nearly a hun-
dred and injuring even more after two 
soldiers were killed in Rafah, has to 
stop. 

These types of response bombings 
that were so frequent before the cease- 
fire—disproportionate and illegal, by 
and large—are no more legal and as 
disproportionate when they are occur-
ring after the cease-fire and jeopardize 
the stability and survivability of the 
cease-fire. 

So we should be calling on the 
Netanyahu government to reopen the 
medical evacuation corridor so that 
those Palestinian kids in Gaza with 
traumatic war wounds—bullets in their 
bodies and missing limbs—can be evac-
uated to Palestinian church hospitals 
in Jerusalem. 
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The violence and settler attacks on 

the West Bank also represent an omi-
nous threat to the cease-fire and a 
threat to fulfilling a true vision of 
peace. Gaza and the West Bank are 
part of what will be a separate Pales-
tinian State. That violence occurring 
at the hands of settlers has to be 
stopped by the Netanyahu government. 

Just this week in the West Bank, we 
saw violent attacks by mass club- 
wielding settlers on Palestinian vil-
lagers and harvesters. They even at-
tacked the very same village that our 
Ambassador, Mike Huckabee, had vis-
ited and promised to protect only a few 
months before. 

This photograph, taken only a few 
days ago, is the result of an illegal 
Israeli settler beating a 55-year-old 
woman who was harvesting olives on 
her family’s ancestral lands, beating 
her with that club without mercy, 
without restraint. Her name is Afaf 
Abu Alia. She is a mother, and she is a 
victim of violence. This just happened 
days ago. 

By the way, October marks the start 
of the olive harvest season across the 
West Bank. Since the start of the har-
vest, where folks have to go from their 
homes to the fields, illegal Israeli set-
tlers have reportedly staged 158 as-
saults against Palestinian farmers, and 
they destroyed nearly 800 trees. These 
trees, as you know, are nurtured over 
generations, just like the ones on the 
Mount of Olives. Many Palestinian 
families depend on them as their only 
source of income. 

The violence, by the way, also im-
pacts Americans. If Mr. Netanyahu is 
serious about working with the Presi-
dent in supporting the cease-fire that 
he did agree to, he will take action to 
hold accountable those responsible for 
the Americans killed by Israeli forces 
and illegal settlers; Americans like 
Saif Musallet, a Florida teenager who 
was on vacation visiting family when 
he was attacked, and he was killed by 
illegal settlers. 

Mr. Netanyahu must also finally help 
the United States investigate the kill-
ing of the American journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh, who was shot by an Israeli 
sniper from a couple of hundred yards 
away, nowhere near any Israeli troops. 

The Palestinian State envisioned by 
the cease-fire requires that Mr. 
Netanyahu also end the constant ex-
pansion of settlements into the West 
Bank. The Israeli Government must 
stop demolishing Palestinian homes, 
sometimes using bulldozers paid for by 
American taxpayers. Yet the 
Netanyahu government is going full 
steam ahead. This is an immense im-
pediment to peace. 

And to be certain, Hamas, too, must 
lay down its arms. It must refrain from 
violence. That is an incredible threat 
to the cease-fire. Ultimately, Hamas 
has got to go. Hamas violence is that 
threat to peace. It is a threat to the 
Palestinians living in Gaza who yearn 
for peace and yearn for an opportunity 
to rebuild where they live and have 

their kids be back in school and to be 
safe. 

The cease-fire acknowledges that 
there must be a force that has suffi-
cient authority to quell Hamas vio-
lence. This is the peacekeeping force 
that was in the 20-point Presidential 
plan. If we are going to be successful, 
we have to redouble our efforts to 
stand that force up and make certain 
that all the signatories to that peace 
plan do their part to make certain that 
can happen. 

President Trump’s leadership to help 
achieve a cease-fire—that leadership 
must be redoubled to achieve a durable 
peace and a lasting peace for the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. To have 
this stop on the day the agreement was 
signed without then redoubling efforts 
to face the difficult challenges that 
await resolution after the cease-fire 
will result in failure. So I call on the 
President and I urge all of us to do 
every single thing we can to stay fo-
cused on the implementation of the 
peace plan and not turn away as 
though this is yesterday’s problem be-
cause if we don’t do that, it will be to-
morrow’s problem once again. 

I urge all of us to accept the burden 
of leadership that is absolutely re-
quired for the well-being of the entire 
region but for the promise of Israel as 
a Jewish and democratic state and for 
the promise of the Palestinian people 
living alongside in peace with Israeli 
neighbors. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
rise here for the 302nd time to urge this 
somnolent, compromised body to wake 
up to the dangers of climate change— 
again, with my trusted and increas-
ingly battered chart. This time, my 
focus is on the fossil fuels industry’s 
corrupting influence over the Trump 
administration and what that means 
for Americans. 

When I stood before you for the 296th 
time back in January, I predicted that 
the fossil fuel looters and polluters 
would take over the Federal Govern-
ment. I am saddened but not surprised 
that my grim forecast has already 
come true. It is only October, and al-
ready it is clear that the fossil fuel in-
dustry bought, paid for, and now 
straight up owns the Trump adminis-
tration, and it is only going to get 
worse. 

For years, I warned that if we let fos-
sil fuel money pour into our politics 
unchecked, that if we let dark money 
run rampant, and that if we let pol-
luters sabotage science, then one day 
the government would cease to belong 
to ‘‘we the people’’ and instead belong 
to them, the polluters. Well, that day 
has arrived. 

Last month, I set out the fossil fuel 
industry’s four phases of climate de-
nial: 

Phase 1: Bury the evidence. Refuse to 
disclose what they knew, what their 
own scientists were telling them. 

Phase 2: Actively mislead the public 
when the evidence they had buried ulti-
mately comes out. 

Phase 3: Flood the political zone with 
dark money to buttress the climate de-
nial fraud, using unlimited funding— 
unleashed by Citizens United. 

Now we are in phase 4, where an in-
creasingly desperate fossil fuel oper-
ation switches from defense and block-
ade to attack. 

Today, I will do a deep dive on phase 
4—the corruption and weaponization of 
government phase—and how it is play-
ing out across the corrupt Trump ad-
ministration. 

Phase 4 is different. They are not just 
hiding or misleading or politically ob-
structing any longer. In phase 4, the 
fossil fuel industry fully corrupts the 
entire executive branch and uses the 
power of government to go after and 
crush its clean energy competition. Be-
hind this plot are the creepy billion-
aires who run the industry, who are out 
to get even richer at the expense of the 
American people. 

Let me be blunt. The Trump adminis-
tration does not work for you, the 
American people; it works for fossil 
fuel billionaires and their sprawling, 
dark money corruption machine, 
which—no coincidence—helped put 
Trump in office for a second time. 

Don’t take my word about whom 
they work for. An official from the 
White House’s own, new, so-called Na-
tional Energy Dominance Council of-
fered ‘‘concierge, white glove service’’ 
to help keep polluting coal plants open 
and mines in operation. That official, 
by the way, previously worked for 
Shell Oil and Valero Energy. 

Every Agency, every decision, every 
policy of this corrupt administration is 
in the service of its fossil fuel donors 
and patrons. Fossil fuel’s looters and 
polluters are running the U.S. Govern-
ment for their own benefit, from the 
inside. President Trump, EPA Adminis-
trator Zeldin, Energy Secretary 
Wright, Interior Secretary Burgum— 
the whole lot of them are bought and 
paid for. So settle in, and I will walk 
you through it from the offer and ac-
ceptance, to the return on fossil fuel’s 
political investment, to the costs to 
the American people. 

Let’s start with the moment of sale. 
It was April 2024, early April. Can-

didate Trump was desperate. His crimi-
nal trial would begin in 4 days, and his 
best shot at staying out of jail was 
winning the Presidency. But the un-
popular politician’s unpopular policies 
just weren’t moving the needle. 

There was one thing left to do. It was 
time to make a deal. Cornered and 
starved for cash, Trump invited the 
fossil fuel donor elite to Mar-a-Lago. 
Sensing an opportunity, into those 
faux-gilt halls strolled the oil barons, 
the gas tycoons, the petrochemical 
magnates, the pipeline moguls. If you 
have struck oil or gas in America, you 
likely received an invitation. 
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