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serving these residents. Any decrease or 
elimination in funding could be catastrophic. 
Should these organizations close their doors, 
seniors would go hungry, people facing men-
tal health crises would not have critical as-
sistance, at-risk children would be more vul-
nerable to abuse, justice-involved individuals 
would be far more likely to re-offend, and 
sexual assault survivors would be forced to 
deal with their trauma alone. 

Please note, that some of these stories 
below have been submitted anonymously for 
fear of retaliation for vocalizing their con-
cerns. 

That is another big concern to folks. 
They are concerned that if their infor-
mation—their private information—is 
available to folks that don’t even have 
security background clearances or who 
aren’t trusted, what might that mean 
to them, what might that mean to 
their organization. 

Anonymous: 
The two [Victims of Crime Act] grants cov-

ered the personnel cost to two sexual assault 
therapists who service victims and survivors, 
including teens. The [Sexual Assault Serv-
ices Formula] grant [program] covers the 
personnel and operational costs to the Crisis 
Helpline and Rape crisis service that in-
cludes four staff members listed on the 
grant. 

So imagine—imagine a victim of sex-
ual assault not having a hotline to call 
into. There not being someone there 
who is trained and understands and can 
provide the resources and the services. 
Imagine that. 

What they said at the end of their 
comments to me was ‘‘no funding, no 
service.’’ 

Another was Impact Life. They said 
to me: 

The loss of federal funds would signifi-
cantly impact our ability to continue offer-
ing vital programs such as Harm Reduction, 
Pregnant & Parenting Women, and Building 
Communities of Recovery, as well as halt the 
building and renovation of two new recovery 
homes. 

Now, I don’t know about you, but I 
think every single person has been 
touched in this country by someone 
who has been a victim of substance use 
disorders. And so the thought of these 
programs not being there is uncon-
scionable. 

These programs are essential to the health 
and well-being of our community, and the 
loss of funding would make it incredibly dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to continue or sup-
plement them. 

Nearly 60 percent of our organization’s pro-
grams are at risk, which would drastically 
reduce our capacity to serve those in need. 
Last year, Impact Life served over 16,000 peo-
ple in Delaware. 

So 16,000—that might not be a lot to 
some other States. That is a lot of peo-
ple to the State of Delaware. That is a 
lot of families that will be impacted. 

Without these crucial federal funds, we 
would be unable to provide the level of sup-
port and resources that our community re-
lies on, leaving many without access to serv-
ices they need for recovery and wellbeing. 

The Delaware Community Reinvest-
ment Action Council: 

We will not be able to sustain tax represen-
tation impacting hundreds of low-income 
families awaiting a refund. 

So, again, here is an organization 
that actually helps individuals to get 
their refunds. It helps individuals to 
really take advantage of programs that 
have been in place for years to help 
strengthen our economy. 

And yet and still, this money—be-
cause when those refunds go out, that 
helps support that family. That family 
can then buy shoes for their kids. They 
can then pay the rent. So, again, the 
impact is real. 

This one is from Prevent Child Abuse 
Delaware: 

We face the prospect of potential layoffs of 
at least two personnel of our team of nine. 

So they have only got a team of nine, 
and they are dealing with preventing 
child abuse, and they could lose two of 
the nine. 

The prospective partnerships which are 
currently in development with the Depart-
ment of Public Health and Department of 
Education in the area of infant early child-
hood mental health consultation would like-
ly not move forward. 

These are things that we already 
funded and agreed to that these organi-
zations are depending on to serve fami-
lies and children. 

Community programs building protective 
factors for at-risk families would cease and 
more children would have increased 
susceptibilities for abuse and neglect as 
more parents and caregivers experience ad-
versity and stress increasing their likelihood 
of entry. 

So imagine, not only are we going to 
cut the programs, but then we are also 
going to lay off or fire their parents, 
which would, I think, lead to more 
trauma and more stress and more eco-
nomic hardship and also lead into the 
child welfare system and the criminal 
justice system. 

If we say we are about second 
chances, if we say we are about making 
sure that our country is one where bills 
like my Clean Slate bill—which is bi-
partisan, which allows those returning 
citizens to have an opportunity—why 
would we endanger these programs? 

Then there is The Way Home. Ac-
cording to The Way Home: 

We service individuals coming out of pris-
on that represent at-risk populations that 
are currently being targeted. With money 
being frozen across the board, their basic 
needs (housing, transportation, and food) 
make them extremely vulnerable to violate 
their probation and be placed back into pris-
on. 

The Delaware Regional Dream Cen-
ter, which also talks about their staff-
ing needs; Project New Start, which 
also talks about 100 percent of the jus-
tice-involved individuals that they 
serve by their agency, it is provided by 
this Federal funding. 

And the Modern Maturity Center in 
Delaware: 

Without the funding identified above, the 
Modern Maturity Center will not be in a po-
sition to provide adult day care services, 
caregiver resource services, or senior em-
ployment opportunities. The administration 
of the SNAP program will have to be discon-
tinued. This would remove the opportunity 
for Seniors to apply for the supplemental 

food assistant at the Modern Maturity Cen-
ter. The largest impact on the community 
will come through the Nutrition Services 
program. Every day, the Modern Maturity 
Center provides meals to approximately 2,000 
Seniors in Kent County [DE]. Without this 
funding . . . [it] could be discontinued. 

I could go on. The Coalition For a 
Safer Delaware: Delaware relies on it 
for suicide prevention, domestic vio-
lence intervention, community vio-
lence programs. We passed legislation 
in a bipartisan way to deal with safer 
communities. They need the money. 

And then the Freedom Center For 
Living Independent—again, they will 
feel the impact; our citizens with dis-
abilities as well. 

The HELP Initiative is also another 
one. I told you how these misguided ac-
tions would impact families, workers, 
seniors, people with disabilities, and 
many others in my State. But we must 
meet these words with action. We must 
keep the pressure on because we know 
that, in this moment, it is all hands on 
deck. 

Delawareans know that I have a 
proven track record of working across 
the aisle. It has been my top priority in 
serving in the House to find bipartisan 
solutions and to work on behalf of 
Delaware and the American people. 
And my top priority is to continue to 
do that and have it front and center in 
the U.S. Senate. 

It is why, after seeking out the 
voices of Delawareans and asking the 
President’s nominees the questions 
that we needed to ask, I am so com-
mitted to making sure that we con-
tinue this fight. 

Within the past few weeks, many 
promises have been broken, and we see 
the recklessness on display of these 
harmful things and what they will do 
to our communities. So I stand here 
today to say that I am voting no on 
Vought. I am voting no on Vought. 

And I will do everything—every-
thing—in my power to stand up for the 
people of Delaware and to deliver— 
even when it feels dark—bright hope. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THE TRAGIC MID- 
AIR COLLISION BETWEEN AMER-
ICAN AIRLINES FLIGHT 5342 AND 
UNITED STATES ARMY AVIATION 
BRIGADE PRIORITY AIR TRANS-
PORT 25 ON JANUARY 29, 2025 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I appear 
before the U.S. Senate today to ask for 
support and for adoption of a resolu-
tion honoring the memory of 67 lives 
that were lost in a tragic accident that 
occurred last week over the Potomac 
River and to recognize the heroic ef-
forts of hundreds of first responders 
who supported the rescue and the re-
covery operations in the aftermath. 

Last Wednesday, January 29, Amer-
ican Airlines flight 5342 traveling from 
Wichita, KS, to Washington, DC, and 
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U.S. Army Aviation Brigade Priority 
Air Transport 25 collided over the Po-
tomac River near Ronald Reagan 
Washington National. There were no 
survivors. 

This collision is the deadliest avia-
tion incident America has witnessed in 
nearly 25 years, and I am heartbroken 
at the loss of life and the pain experi-
enced by family, friends, and loved 
ones of the victims. 

This loss is personal. It is Kansas. 
This loss is personal; I have taken this 
flight many times. My wife and I have 
taken this flight, as have thousands of 
other Kansans traveling from our home 
State to the Nation’s Capital. 

Since this crash we have learned 
that, as expected, Kansans were among 
the victims. And I extend my prayers 
and deepest condolences to the friends 
and family of all 67 victims from across 
the country and even around the globe. 

Among the victims are husbands and 
wives, fathers and mothers, sons and 
daughter, friends and coworkers. There 
are not words we know to express the 
devastating loss that families and 
friends of victims are now experi-
encing. 

Even as we mourn the 67 killed in 
this tragedy, we are reminded of the 
American spirit of solidarity and sup-
port displayed over the course of the 
last 8 days. I trust that this spirit will 
persist as we continue to mourn and to 
heal. 

I am joined by several of my col-
leagues whose constituents are among 
the victims. Their participation dem-
onstrates that this loss is felt not only 
at home in Kansas but across country. 
We are all grieving and, together, we 
can help bear each other’s burdens. 

Immediately following the crash, 
hundreds—hundreds—of first respond-
ers from more than 40 local, State, and 
Federal Agencies responded to the 
scene, working tirelessly through the 
night and into the days that followed 
on rescue and recovery operations. 

The first responders from the Dis-
trict of Columbia, from Virginia, from 
Maryland, along with various Federal 
Agencies, acted bravely, swiftly, and 
courageously in harsh conditions. 

This resolution commemorates the 
victims and acknowledges their loved 
ones’ deep loss. And we will promise, in 
this resolution, to continue to help 
carry those burdens for them. 

This resolution also expresses grati-
tude to law enforcement and to emer-
gency medical personnel, to all the 
first responders who arrived to try to 
make a difference. And they did. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to 

join my colleagues from Kansas, and 
Senator WARNER, I believe, will be here 
in a few minutes to support the resolu-
tion described by Senator MORAN. This 
is personal to me in two ways. Obvi-
ously, as the Senator from Virginia, 
many of the victims on the American 
Airlines flight and two of the three sol-

diers who were killed in the military 
helicopter flight deployed from Fort 
Belvoir in Virginia were Virginians, 
and so our community has been very 
touched by this. 

I was at a vigil on the riverbank in 
Alexandria last night with members of 
the community, the first responder 
community, local officials, and others 
who feel this wound very deeply. 

And so that is the first personal con-
nection that I have to this tragic 
event. But I also rise as a kid who grew 
up in Kansas. And my mother grew up 
in a town—actually, went to the same 
high school as Senator MARSHALL. It is 
not far from Wichita, the airport from 
which the flight departed. 

So as I read the stories of the 67 who 
died, the Virginians and the Kansans, 
they were stories that seemed very fa-
miliar to me. 

It is hard to find words to sum up the 
many feelings that I have and that oth-
ers have, and I said last night at the 
vigil that I attended that when words 
fail and you can’t find the words, usu-
ally there are words of ancient wisdom 
that do the trick, and I used a phrase 
from Psalms 90 that I love: Teach us 
how short our lives are so that we may 
become wise. 

There were a lot of youngsters on 
that flight, but we are all young in the 
sense of our lives are short. And the 
psalmist who wrote those words was 
trying to make a point: All of our lives 
are brief. All of our lives are temporal. 
All of our lives are mortal. And in that 
realization, there can be the beginning 
of wisdom. 

And one of the most powerful bits of 
wisdom that we gain from that knowl-
edge is the realization that we have to 
bind together. In good times, yes, but 
especially in bad times, we have to join 
in community to help those who are 
suffering. 

I have been very, very pleased to see 
the reaction, just as my colleague in 
Kansas has seen, the volunteers in 
Northern Virginia, the Red Cross vol-
unteers who have been out day after 
day, the first responders who did a dif-
ficult job in the middle of the night in 
frigid temperatures in an ice-strewn 
river to conduct, first, search and res-
cue and then, ultimately, recovery mis-
sions. 

I see people coming together, as we 
often do, in times of tragedy. And that 
is heartening, if you can take anything 
heartening from a situation so drastic. 

So I strongly support the resolution, 
and I support, with my colleagues, the 
notion that we have to learn from this. 
The National Transportation Safety 
Board is doing a study. Their study 
will make recommendations about how 
we can reduce the chance that this will 
ever happen again. 

Thank goodness air accidents of this 
kind are not common in the country. 
And yet this tragedy has to energize us 
to learn the lessons of it and make im-
provements so that we reduce the 
chance this will ever happen again. 

And I am very devoted, in the mem-
ory of those who lost their lives, to 
that mission. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. MORAN. I thank the gentleman 

from Virginia. Mr. President, with 
your permission, I would like to yield 
to my colleague from Kansas, Senator 
MARSHALL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, 
what is truly a humble moment stand-
ing here with my senior Senator from 
Kansas and a couple gentlemen Sen-
ators from Virginia. I wish we weren’t 
having to stand here together. 

It has been more than a week since 
that horrific night, but it feels as if it 
just happened hours ago. It doesn’t 
seem possible. 

It doesn’t seem possible. Yet, in the 
blink of an eye, we lost 67 brave souls. 

Each morning, I wake up hoping it 
was all just a nightmare, that somehow 
it wasn’t real, but we all know it was 
and it is. 

Psalm 34:18 reminds us: 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and 

saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

‘‘The Lord is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.’’ It is times like 
these, when grief is overwhelming, that 
we hold on to the promise of Scripture 
and the faith passed down from genera-
tion to generation, a faith that has car-
ried Kansans through hardship and 
loss. 

We remember 1955, a tornado leveled 
the little city of Udall, and 75 Kansans 
lost their lives; another horrific plane 
crash in 1970 carrying the Wichita 
State University football team, and 31 
souls were lost. The tornadoes and 
storms, the floods, the wildfires—all 
these disasters have taken too many 
lives and left so many hearts shattered. 
Yet, through it all, one thing has re-
mained: our faith and the love and sup-
port of our families and our commu-
nities. That is what has carried us be-
fore, and that is what will carry us 
now. 

But I do feel the hurt. We all feel 
that hurt. It is a pain that feels like a 
gut punch, an ache that disappears 
when we distract ourselves, only to re-
turn without warning. 

But I fear for the loved ones left be-
hind because I know this pain never 
truly goes away. And I know, like my 
colleagues have said, there are truly no 
words that can capture the depth of our 
sorrow that we all feel right now, and 
we can’t begin to imagine the grief of 
these family members. 

Yet we want you each to know you 
don’t stand alone. We are with you. We 
stand beside you. We are mourning 
with you. Our communities are wrap-
ping their arms around you in prayer 
and support. 

Just to speak to the families specifi-
cally: We, too, are brokenhearted just 
like you, and we are also crushed in 
spirit. Yet there is hope, and we want 
you to know this, that even in this 
tragedy, God has not deserted us. He 
walks with us through these darkest of 
valleys, and He weeps with those who 
weep. 
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We are praying for your strength. We 

are praying for God’s comfort and 
peace to cover you all as we, again, 
mourn together. 

Again, like my senior Senator ex-
pressed, I want to express my deepest 
gratitude for all the emergency re-
sponders and especially the divers, who 
I really believe risked their own lives 
by jumping into a dark, vast, cold river 
in search of survivors. Thank you so 
much for doing that, for doing your job 
so well. Your courage will not be for-
gotten. 

I will close with this, and I said this 
the night of the tragedy: When one life 
is lost, it is a tragedy. When many are 
lost at once, it is an unbearable sorrow. 
It is a heartbreak beyond measure. 

Again, to the families, we are with 
you, and so is our Father in Heaven. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I yield to 

the Senator from Virginia, Senator 
WARNER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I recog-
nize the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, let me 
first of all thank my colleagues from 
Kansas. I know you were there that 
night. I want to thank as well, obvi-
ously, my dear friend of 40-plus years 
from Virginia. We were at the airport, 
along with friends from Maryland and 
DC, by 7 o’clock the next morning. 

The remarkable thing was, this is a 
route I take home every night. I have 
the luxury, frankly—my home is actu-
ally closer to the Capitol than all 535 
other Members, even local Congress-
man DON BEYER by a couple of blocks. 
I drive along the parkway each night. I 
think I missed the actual collision by 
no less than 7 or 8 minutes. 

Yet we then saw a number of red 
lights rushing into National across the 
river in Maryland, and we all know 
that the souls on American Flight 5342 
and those pilots in the Army heli-
copter—awful, awful collision. 

My friends have said it. We can’t give 
you words that would get rid of that 
terror of that awful event, but we have 
seen over the last week how many 
young lives—so many folks from the 
skating world. They were Kansans, 
they were Virginians, and they were 
literally people from, frankly, around 
the globe. The contributions to their 
friends and families that they will 
never be able to fulfill are going to 
leave an ache in the hearts of those 
families that I can’t nearly articulate 
as well as some of my colleagues. 

But I also want to acknowledge that 
even in these moments of tragedy, 
there are moments of grace and heroic 
actions. 

Folks that don’t live in the Capital 
region don’t know the kind of messy, 
bureaucratic, multiple jurisdictions be-
tween Maryland, the District, and Vir-
ginia. Senator KAINE and I were both 
Governors of Virginia. We used to say 
the Potomac was the great divide. But 
at a moment like this, with this trag-
edy, it stops being Maryland, Virginia, 
the District, Federal. People dropped 

everything, and literally there were 
first responders from 40 different juris-
dictions. That is remarkable. 

Everybody else has mentioned, 
whether it was the divers, the folks 
that went into that bitterly cold river 
and, frankly, what they have had to do 
in terms of recovery of remains in the 
days afterwards—the emotional toll it 
is going to take on those men and 
women literally probably for the rest 
of their lives, but they did what was 
right. 

I also want to say we have the safest 
skies in the world. We have the pilots. 
We have valuable air traffic control-
lers. Clearly, something went wrong 
here. I think we owe it to the restora-
tion of that confidence that the sky is 
safe in our country. I want to applaud 
the brandnew Secretary of Transpor-
tation, who was with us—Mr. DUFFY, 
from Donald Trump’s administration— 
he was with us that morning, at 7 
o’clock in the morning. 

Those families and those first re-
sponders deserve the answers of what 
went wrong here. I have great faith in 
the NTSB. Senator KAINE and I worked 
with them in other tragedies in the 
past. They are going to do their job. 
They are going to find out what went 
wrong and make sure that kind of mis-
take is not made again. 

I will simply close by saying, again, 
condolences for the loss of the families. 
Thank you to the first responders and 
all who responded. I think it is totally 
appropriate. 

I want to thank on a personal basis 
the fact that Senator MORAN decided to 
put this resolution together, to bring 
us to the floor to kind of get that affir-
mation that here we are literally 8 
days after this tragedy. 

Thank you, JERRY, for what you have 
done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. I recog-

nize the Senator from Kansas. 
Mr. MORAN. I very much value the 

remarks of my colleagues from Vir-
ginia and my home State colleague 
from Kansas. 

I would use this moment to thank all 
the folks in this Chamber. Colleagues 
and staff, people I work with and know, 
people I work with and sometimes 
don’t know have been so gracious and 
kind in their care and concern for peo-
ple, in most instances, they don’t 
know. 

It is this reminder that tragedy 
brings us together. It is a reminder 
that the Senate could use on a daily, 
frequent basis that there is more that 
brings us together than pulls us apart. 

But the expression of care and con-
cern for the people who were on this 
flight once again demonstrates that in 
the human heart, there is something 
that still exists about how we value 
and appreciate the lives of others. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 64, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 64) honoring the 

memory of the victims of the tragic mid-air 
collision between American Airlines Flight 
5342 and United States Army Aviation Bri-
gade Priority Air Transport 25 on January 
29, 2025. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 64) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

NOMINATION OF RUSSELL VOUGHT 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to oppose Russell Vought’s nomi-
nation to be the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

As the ranking member of the Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee, I have worked hard 
and across the aisle to strengthen our 
Federal Government’s effectiveness in 
providing services that Americans rely 
on every day, to improve transparency 
in the way government operates, and 
to make sure taxpayer dollars are al-
ways used efficiently. 

These are some of the most funda-
mental roles the Federal Government 
plays in the daily lives of Americans, 
and we are duty-bound to ensure that 
they continue. But if Russell Vought is 
confirmed to lead the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, I am concerned that 
he will throw these principles out the 
window and wreak havoc on the serv-
ices that Americans count on from the 
Federal Government every day. 

Although it may not be the most 
well-known Agency, the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, or OMB, is a crit-
ical office in the Executive Office of 
the President, with significant respon-
sibilities ranging from developing and 
executing the budget approved by Con-
gress to improving Agency perform-
ance and reviewing regulations. 

The actions carried out at OMB af-
fect the daily lives of millions of Amer-
icans, and this little-known Agency 
controls nearly every action that other 
Federal Agencies take, directing Agen-
cy policies as well as controlling their 
budgets. 

OMB is charged with allocating Fed-
eral resources that Congress appro-
priates to Agencies that protect our 
national security, help communities 
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