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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God, who has spread out the heav-

ens and marches on the waves of the 
sea, Your great works are too mar-
velous to understand. 

Lord, thank You for Your prevailing 
providence that sustains us. Thank 
You for the cease-fire between Gaza 
and Israel, for the joyful return of hos-
tages, and for the prospect of an even 
more enduring peace in the Middle 
East. 

Lord, strengthen our lawmakers, em-
power them to mount up on wings like 
eagles. Make them one in the common 
cause of justice, righteousness, and 
truth. 

And, Lord, bring a cease-fire to our 
legislative combat. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HUSTED). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
previous order, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
AND EXTENSIONS ACT, 2026—Mo-
tion to Proceed 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 168, H.R. 5371. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar no. 168, H.R. 

5371, making continuing appropriations and 
extensions for fiscal year 2026, and for other 
purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, as we 

all know, the last of the living hos-
tages taken into Gaza by terrorists on 
October 7, 2 years ago, have now been 
returned to their families. We can all 
say: Praise the Lord. 

I think we all know that this would 
not have happened without the per-
sistent and skilled leadership of Presi-
dent Trump. The deal that President 
Trump was able to strike involves a 
cease-fire and withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Gaza, with Hamas not al-
lowed to resume control of Gaza. 

Remember, the only reason the 
Israeli Defense Forces entered Gaza in 
the first place was because Hamas 
planned a horrific attack on peaceful 
Israeli communities, killing over 1,200 
people, including 46 Americans. 

The Israeli Defense Forces have 
found written instructions from the 
leaders of Hamas in Gaza instructing 
terrorists to broadcast their sadistic 
torture and killing of Israeli civilians 
to strike fear in the hearts of Israelis 
and to destabilize the country. Hamas 
also thought those images would set off 

an uprising in the West Bank and with 
fellow Iranian-backed terrorist groups 
in the region, with the ultimate goal of 
destroying Israel. 

Once again, Israel destroyed those 
who sought Israel’s destruction. 

I have sympathy for everyone who 
has suffered from Hamas’s rule of Gaza, 
Israelis and Palestinians alike, and 
other people as well. However, those 
who called for a unilateral cease-fire 
without the release of all hostages, 
while leaving Hamas in charge of Gaza, 
cannot call themselves anti-war be-
cause this would reward Hamas for 
starting that war. 

What made this cease-fire possible 
was President Trump’s diplomatic ef-
forts with others in the Arab world to 
pressure Hamas into accepting that 
they must give up power. 

It is vital that our partners in the 
Arab world and throughout the West 
maintain a consistent message that 
terrorism will not be rewarded. 

Israel is here to stay. Those who 
dreamed of its destruction need to ac-
cept that fact—that Israel is here to 
stay—and learn to live in peace. This is 
the only way for real and lasting peace. 

And while I am at it, we ought to 
think of another Trump success in his 
first term, and that is the Abraham Ac-
cords. 

If the principle behind the Abraham 
Accords can be accepted by other Arab 
nations, besides peace, there will be a 
great economic benefit to all nations. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I want to 

join my colleague Senator GRASSLEY 
from Iowa and, before I begin, mention 
the release of the hostages on Monday. 
After more than 2 years in captivity, 
the final 20 living hostages were re-
turned to Israel and reunited with 
their loved ones. 

To see the peace process moving for-
ward is an occasion for immense grati-
tude, and I hope that both sides will 
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adhere to the terms of the agreement 
so that this can mark the beginning of 
an end to the bloodshed. That includes 
the prompt and respectful return by 
Hamas of the remains of the deceased 
hostages. 

I know that President Trump, with-
out whom this would not have hap-
pened, Secretary Rubio, and others 
continue to work to hammer out the 
remaining steps of the peace process. 
That will have to include disarming 
Hamas and ensuring that the organiza-
tion plays no future role in governance 
in the Gaza Strip. 

My prayers are with the President, 
Secretary Rubio, and all of those on 
both sides who are working to make 
peace a reality. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. President, ‘‘Every day gets bet-

ter for us.’’ So said the Democrat lead-
er in an interview published on Thurs-
day, hours before Democrats, once 
again, voted to keep the government 
closed and to deny servicemembers a 
paycheck. Federal workers, including 
law enforcement officers, missed part 
of their pay last Friday, but, hey, at 
least, life is getting better for Senate 
Democrats. 

A CNN article from Thursday said 
that Democrats are preparing to keep 
on with this shutdown for ‘‘several 
more weeks.’’ 

I guess Democrats are not going to be 
satisfied until military families and 
government workers are lining up at 
food banks or visiting payday lenders 
or simply charging necessary items 
like milk and bread on their credit 
cards to be repaid later, if they can, 
along with the big interest charges 
that come with that. 

But, hey, while military families and 
government workers may be deeply 
stressed, at least, life is getting better 
every day for Senate Democrats. 

I could, at least, understand a little 
bit more where Democrats are coming 
from if Republicans were asking them 
to swallow a lot of new Republican 
policies to reopen the government. 

But Republicans aren’t asking the 
Democrats for anything. We are not 
asking them to support any new Re-
publican policies. We are not asking 
them to swallow any partisan policy 
riders. 

We have put forward, and the House 
has passed, a clean, nonpartisan CR. 
That is the bill Democrats are reject-
ing. 

And, by the way, you certainly don’t 
have to take my word for it that we 
put forward a clean bill. Here is what 
one mainstream news publication said 
last week: 

It’s important to note that Democrats in-
stigated this shutdown. They rejected a 
‘‘clean’’ funding proposal and demanded sig-
nificant and expensive health care policy 
changes in exchange for their votes. 

It’s important to note that Democrats in-
stigated this shutdown. They rejected a 
clean funding proposal and demanded signifi-
cant and expensive health care policy 
changes in exchange for their votes. 

Yes, that pretty much captures it 
right there, in a nutshell. Democrats 

like to whine that Republicans aren’t 
negotiating, but negotiation is what 
you do when each side has a list of de-
mands and you need to meet in the 
middle. 

Republicans, as I and a lot of other 
people have pointed out, haven’t put 
forward any demands. Only Democrats 
have made demands—by the way, very 
expensive demands—and they have 
taken government funding hostage in 
an attempt to force through their par-
tisan measures. 

I remember when Democrats used to 
care about the effects of a government 
shutdown. In fact, I could fill a whole 
speech—many speeches, actually—with 
quotes from Democrats talking about 
how terrible shutdowns are. 

I used to think they were sincere in 
those opinions, but it has become abun-
dantly clear that their previous state-
ments weren’t based on principle but 
on political advantage. 

Democrats were against shutdowns 
when it suited their political purposes, 
and now that it suits their political 
purposes, they think, to keep the gov-
ernment closed—now they support 
shutdowns. 

I suspect their political calculations 
are flawed because, after all, 65 percent 
of voters think Democrats should re-
open the government, instead of hold-
ing out for their partisan demands. But 
I guess Democrats are more worried 
about gaining the approval of their far- 
left base than about getting the ap-
proval of everyday Americans. 

It is day 14 of the Democrats’ shut-
down. Our economy is losing billions of 
dollars. Federal workers, including law 
enforcement officers, are going without 
pay. Critical government programs are 
in jeopardy. 

But, hey, at least life is getting bet-
ter every day for Senate Democrats. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The majority whip. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 

today is day 14 of the Schumer shut-
down, and Democrats continue to be-
tray the American people. 

Let me read some of the headlines I 
have seen over the last several days. 
The Military Times writes: ‘‘Military 
families seek out food assistance [dur-
ing] shutdown anxiety.’’ 

An Axios headline warns that there 
could be ‘‘insufficient funds for food 
stamps.’’ 

A local New York TV station reports: 
‘‘Government shutdown threatens food 
access for Long Island’s most vulner-
able.’’ 

And the Wall Street Journal reads: 
‘‘Thin Air-Traffic Staffing Spurs 
Delays at U.S. Airports.’’ 

Anxiety, concerns about food, con-
cerns about our airports, these are 
real-life impacts of the Schumer shut-
down, and the pain is getting worse 
each and every day. 

And what does Senator SCHUMER do? 
He treats it as a game. A game. Lives 
are in the balance; treats it as a game. 
He bragged about shutting down the 
government. Bragged about it. It was 
carefully planned, and in a carefully 
planned interview with Punchbowl 
News, he gloated. 

He said: 
Every day gets better for us. 

That is what SCHUMER said. 
Every day gets better for us. 

Who is the ‘‘us’’? Certainly not the 
American people. 

The Washington Post pointed out: 
This is a dangerous political game—be-
cause it really matters to the Amer-
ican people, even though it may be just 
a game being played by the Democrats 
in this body. 

You take a look at this and say: 
Whose lives are getting better every 
day? Certainly not the lives of the men 
and women in uniform who are worried 
about their paychecks. They are the 
ones who protect our country. 

It is not our Border Patrol agents. Oh 
no, it is not getting better for them 
each and every day. They are busy 
keeping out illegal immigrants. 

It is not the air traffic controllers 
who keep our skies safe. No, it is not 
getting better for them each and every 
day. It is not the military families who 
are lining up at food banks. Oh, no, it 
is not getting better for them every 
day. 

So I ask again, when CHUCK SCHUMER 
tells the press that ‘‘every day it is 
getting better for us,’’ whose lives are 
getting better by what he is doing and 
the Democrats are doing to the Amer-
ican people? 

Whose lives are getting better every 
day because of the Schumer shutdown? 
It is not the American people. 

It is fascinating. You know, we go 
home on weekends. We talk to people 
at home. They are concerned about 
what is happening to their lives during 
the time of a government shutdown. 

They are not worried but are con-
cerned about what they see happening 
here in Washington, where they see the 
Democrats beholden to the far-left, 
radical, extreme, dangerous, scary 
wing of the party because that is what 
is happening here in this body. 

You look across the aisle, we see an 
entire group of Democrats being held 
hostage. Who is this group? Well, it is 
the Marxists, anti-ICE, anti-America 
wing of the Democrat Party that are 
controlling the party. The ‘‘us’’ the mi-
nority leader is talking about are 
them. That is whom he is talking 
about. They are running the Democrat 
Party right now. 

And in the process, they are running 
our country into the ground. In the 
same interview that Senator SCHUMER 
gave last week to Punchbowl News, 
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when he said that ‘‘every day it is get-
ting better for them,’’ he also said and 
admitted, he said: 

We thought about this long in advance. 

The far-left wing of the party, long in 
advance, planned for this shutdown, 
and they did it with CHUCK SCHUMER in 
his office. They organized a war room. 
They orchestrated the shutdown that 
brought all of this pain on the Amer-
ican people. 

The minority leader handed the reins 
to that far-left wing and now they are 
the ones driving the stagecoach and 
they are driving the stagecoach over 
the cliff. And it is a mistake and it is 
an error and it is hurting the American 
people. And they don’t seem to care be-
cause they are treating it as a game, 
even though it is a dangerous game, as 
the Washington Post points out. 

So what does all this mean in this big 
political game? Well, there is one per-
son trying to save his own hide, and we 
know that is the minority leader, espe-
cially as we get closer to this radical 
rally that is scheduled in Washington 
on October 18. 

Democrats don’t want to disappoint 
the radicals who are descending upon 
this city next weekend. This is the far- 
left activist group. It is called Indivis-
ible. You may have heard of them. 

This is what one of the organizers of 
the radical rally had to say. He said 
the head of the group clearly exposed 
their threat to the minority leader. 

He said: 
Millions will be out there cheering you on, 

or they’ll be calling for new leadership. 

And they are controlling the party. 
They are calling the tune, and we see 
the Democrats dance, not for the 
American people but for the far-left 
wing of their party. And they are hold-
ing the reins. They are telling the mi-
nority leader: You keep this shutdown 
going or you pack up your office and 
leave. 

They don’t seem to care that the 
American people are suffering, not one 
bit. What we see is the minority leader 
playing politics and choosing politics 
as a game over doing what is right for 
the American people. 

And the Democrats are playing a 
dangerous game, and it is hurting all of 
us. And why are they playing the 
game? Because one of them is trying to 
use it for political gain. 

We could end this shutdown today. 
We are going to have a vote here this 
afternoon, an opportunity to end the 
shutdown. And the pain and the suf-
fering and the anxiety that the Amer-
ican people are feeling—when I say 
‘‘American people,’’ I am talking about 
American citizens who are all around 
the world defending us, keeping us free. 

All we are asking is for a vote on a 
clean continuing resolution. The 
Democrats did it 13 times when Joe 
Biden was in the White House. They 
are not willing to do it now because 
they have an organized, orchestrated 
plan to shut down the government, 
keep it shut down. 

Now, some Democrats have voted 
with us. We have had a bipartisan 
group. It has 55 votes on the votes that 
we have had. We need five more Demo-
crats. I don’t expect the minority lead-
er to ever join that group to open the 
government, ever, no matter how obvi-
ous it is, how necessary it is, how much 
pain he is causing. 

But that is what we have and that we 
are facing today, and we have a chance 
just this afternoon, 5:30 this afternoon, 
on a vote of this body to pick up and 
pass the bipartisan bill, a continuing 
resolution that they have done 13 times 
in the House and the Senate when Joe 
Biden was President. 

And yet the Democrats in this body 
have been voting no, time after time 
after time. We need a few more Demo-
crats, a few who care about helping the 
American people and care more about 
helping the American people than they 
do about helping the minority leader. 

He has a political disaster on his 
hands. That is not a problem for all of 
us. But we are suffering the con-
sequences of the toxicity of that posi-
tion of the minority leader within his 
own party, in his effort to try to find 
absolution at a time causing signifi-
cant pain and grief for American peo-
ple who are struggling to get by, facing 
a loss of paychecks, a loss of nutrition, 
a loss of care for their children, a loss 
of help for small businesses. You can go 
down the list. 

All of this could be resolved today 
with a simple vote for a continuing res-
olution to open the government once 
again. That is what we should do 
today. 

That is the right thing for this body 
and the right thing for our country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Democratic leader is recognized. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 

would like to begin today by under-
scoring some really wonderful news. 
Yesterday, the last living hostages, 
brutally held by the vicious Hamas or-
ganization, were released. Now they 
are back home finally with their loved 
ones. 

This is an immense, overwhelming 
sigh of relief for everyone. I commend 
the enormous advocacy of the tireless 
hostage families and all who helped 
make this moment happen. 

Over the last 2 years, I have gotten to 
know many of these hostage families 
well. I have been inspired by their 
strength and their courage and their 
persistence—they never gave up; they 
were here all the time—in bringing 
their loved ones home. Now, after so 

long, so much pain, so many sleepless 
nights, it warms my heart to see the 
joyous images of those families and 
many others reuniting with their loved 
ones. 

But, as we all know, there is still a 
whole lot of work to be done. I remain 
fully committed to bringing home the 
remains of all the hostages who died in 
captivity—essential in Jewish law and 
Jewish burial—including the remains 
of my two constituents Omer Neutra 
and Itay Chen. 

Hersh Goldberg Polin’s mother Ra-
chel reminded us of the beautiful Jew-
ish teaching during Sukkot that sums 
up this moment so fiercely. She said: 

There is a time to sob, and there is a time 
to dance, and we have to do both right now. 

Of course, they lost their loved one; 
they lost their child. 

This cease-fire represents a real op-
portunity to finally ensure a lasting 
end to this painful war, to surge hu-
manitarian assistance and relief to the 
suffering Palestinians in Gaza, to make 
progress on negotiations for stability 
and governance in Gaza to ensure this 
is more than just a temporary cease- 
fire, and finally—finally—to build a 
lasting peace ultimately through a 
two-state solution. 

For the last year on this floor, I have 
told the Trump administration, the 
Netanyahu administration, and every-
body else that the best and only long- 
term solution to ultimate, long-term 
peace in the Middle East is a two-state 
solution. Well, now there is a potential 
opening to get that, and everyone in-
volved must move in that direction, 
even if we have to move mountains. It 
ensures security, prosperity, and dig-
nity for Israelis and Palestinians alike. 
Only then will a true peace be realized. 

ARGENTINA 
On Argentina, if Americans want to 

know just how little Donald Trump 
seems to care about their healthcare, 
look at what he is doing today in the 
Oval Office. As we speak, the adminis-
tration is approving $20 billion in tax-
payer dollars to bail out Argentina in 
the middle of a shutdown. 

I have just one question: If this ad-
ministration has $20 billion to spare for 
a MAGA-friendly foreign government, 
how can they say we don’t have the 
money to lower healthcare costs here 
at home? 

The overwhelming majority of Amer-
icans say ‘‘We need help with our 
healthcare,’’ and they are busy spend-
ing $20 billion because Trump seems to 
really like the leader of Argentina. 
They are both sort of MAGA types. 

The administration is giving this 
money away to help Argentina’s hard- 
right President in his election, where 
his party is in serious trouble. It is a 
bailout. It is nonsensical. And at the 
same time, the American people are 
frightened, scared, and worried about 
losing their healthcare. It makes no 
sense to give money to Argentina and 
then say we don’t have enough money 
to help Americans with healthcare. It 
is so against what Americans want. I 
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am sure if we had a vote here in this 
country, it would be 99 to 1 almost that 
the money belongs here, and that is 
what we should be focused on. 

Meanwhile, farmers across America 
are looking at this Argentina bailout 
and wondering whose side the adminis-
tration is on. It has been a devastating 
year for our soybean farmers because 
this administration has bungled trade 
talks with Beijing, and as a con-
sequence, they have killed our soybean 
exports to that country. Now China is 
looking precisely to Argentina to cut 
new soybean deals while our farmers at 
home suffer backbreaking losses. 

On top of all that, you mean to tell 
me the administration is fine with 
sending $20 billion of taxpayer dollars 
to help foreign farmers compete 
against American farmers here at 
home in the middle of a shutdown? 

It is insane—utterly insane. This Ar-
gentina bailout is a slap in the face to 
both American farmers and to working 
families worried about keeping their 
healthcare. 

I will say it again. If this administra-
tion has $20 billion to spare for a 
MAGA-friendly foreign government, 
they cannot turn around and say we 
don’t have the money to lower 
healthcare costs here at home. Those 
costs are going through the roof. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. President, on day 14 of the 

Trump shutdown, I want to remind ev-
erybody why we are here in the first 
place. Democrats made it very clear 
day in and day out: We want to open 
the government and have a serious ne-
gotiation to fix the healthcare pre-
mium crisis that is set to wallop the 
American people. 

Nearly everyone agrees that looming 
ACA premium hikes are a devastating 
problem. The public knows it, we 
Democrats know it, the White House 
privately knows it, and even Repub-
licans here in Congress know it. They 
admit it. Yet Republicans remain dug 
in and insist that there is nothing to 
negotiate when it comes to healthcare, 
that they won’t even sit down and talk 
with Democrats about it. That makes 
no sense. That is not the way we al-
ways get our CRs done. 

The Republican leader has now 
scheduled seven votes on the Repub-
lican partisan CR, and it has failed to 
secure enough votes to pass this Cham-
ber each time. That means, like it or 
not, the Republican leader needs to 
work with Democrats in a bipartisan 
way to reopen the government, just as 
we did when we passed 13 CRs when I 
was majority leader. 

Last week, we saw what happens 
when Republicans choose to work with 
Democrats in a serious way. We passed 
the NDAA—it was a strong national de-
fense bill—with a strong bipartisan 
vote. We need the same enthusiasm 
from Republicans that we saw on the 
NDAA here on the healthcare issue. 

Of course, the biggest roadblock 
right now to reopening the government 
is the Speaker of the House. The 

Speaker has kept Congress on vacation 
for 3 weeks. It is just incredible. Gov-
ernment workers must work without 
getting paid; House Republicans get 
paid without working. 

JOHNSON continues to insist there is 
nothing to negotiate, but I want to 
make one point very clear: Republican 
leaders can say all they want that 
there is nothing to negotiate, but if Re-
publicans don’t change course, then 
very soon 20 million Americans are 
going to face financial catastrophe 
when their healthcare premiums go 
through the roof. And many more 
Americans will face it than 20 million, 
but 20 million are right on the 
frontlines here because of the ACA. 
That is a reality Republicans can’t 
make disappear by just digging in. 

The ACA premium crisis is not a fix- 
it-later issue but, rather, a fix-it-now 
issue because open enrollment starts in 
less than a month, and window-shop-
ping has already begun in several 
States, where people have the awful 
choice: Should I go without healthcare 
altogether with my family? What if my 
kid or my spouse or I get sick? Or 
should I cut back on almost everything 
else because I need to pay huge in-
creases in my healthcare insurance? 

So Republicans may think they can 
dig in until the next ice age, but a fork 
in the road is coming their way wheth-
er they like it or not: Either work with 
Democrats to fix ACA premiums or sit 
by as 20 million Americans pay thou-
sands of dollars more out of pocket. 

If Republicans remain dug in, the 
American people will hold them re-
sponsible for rising healthcare costs. If 
Republicans do nothing, they will be 
the ones triggering a massive 
healthcare panic that will be felt from 
coast to coast. This is a nonnegotiable 
fact. 

Democrats want to avoid reaching 
that point. We want to work in a seri-
ous way with our Republican col-
leagues and with President Trump to 
defuse this healthcare crisis before it 
starts, but we are running out of time. 

POLITICO REPORT 
Mr. President, I want to close by 

speaking briefly on an extremely dis-
turbing report I just read in POLITICO. 
Earlier today, POLITICO published a 
story purporting to show thousands of 
private messages containing racist, 
sexist, and violent comments by young 
Republican leaders across the country. 
The leaked conversations are revolt-
ing. They make you want to throw up. 
They include comments supposedly 
from young Republican leaders saying 
things like ‘‘I love Hitler.’’ Can you be-
lieve it? They include gas chamber 
jokes—how sick. They include racist 
obscenities, including the N-word. 
They include jokes with sexual assault. 

Many of these individuals who alleg-
edly made these comments have posi-
tions of leadership in the Young Repub-
lican organization. It is hard to be-
lieve. You can’t make this up. It is 
awful. It is revolting. It is disgusting. 
It is obnoxious. It is the kind of gar-

bage the worst kinds of people say 
when they think no one is watching. 

If this report is accurate, every sin-
gle Republican leader from President 
Trump on down, including every Re-
publican Senator, including the Repub-
lic National Committee, ought to con-
demn these comments swiftly and un-
equivocally, and the people should no 
longer have any position of power in 
any Republican organization—the peo-
ple who said it. 

At this delicate political moment, 
party leaders of all sides have an obli-
gation to speak out against this kind 
of violent and vile rhetoric. Republican 
leaders cannot be silent if these sick-
ening reports are true. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-

nority whip. 
ILLINOIS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last Fri-
day, Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH, my 
colleague from Illinois, and I went 
back home to Illinois, to Broadview, 
which is a suburb of the city of Chi-
cago. It has become quite well known 
around the country because it is a de-
tention facility for ICE. I have been 
there many times in the past. 

Every Friday morning, two wonder-
ful women, Sister Pat and Sister Jo-
anne, used to go to the Broadview facil-
ity and pray a rosary and then go in-
side and say goodbye to the detainees 
who were being deported by plane that 
very morning. It was a peaceful and re-
assuring experience because so many 
people were praying for those folks who 
were going to see their lives turned up-
side down. 

The people who ran the facility 
couldn’t have been more cooperative. 
They had a lawful responsibility, but 
they did not object to my entering the 
Broadview facility in years gone by, 
saying goodbye to the detainees and a 
few words of encouragement with the 
nuns who would accompany me. It be-
came kind of a ritual which we were 
very proud of. 

How things have changed. How things 
have changed. Senator DUCKWORTH and 
I were simply asking if we could go in-
side and see what the facility looked 
like. Reports are that there seem to be 
large groups of people moving through 
there. There are only two cells and one 
bathroom. Those are the sorts of things 
which are part of oversight for us—to 
look at facilities and make sure they 
are humane, consistent with our val-
ues. But, unfortunately, over and over 
again, ICE has refused to allow Senator 
DUCKWORTH and myself access to their 
operations in Chicago. I don’t under-
stand why. If they thought these oper-
ations were compliant with the law and 
accomplishing something good for 
America, they would certainly want 
the people to see them—those who are 
responsible for funding their Agency. 
The opposite has been true. 

It was 3 or 4 weeks ago that we went 
up to the Great Lakes naval training 
station north of Chicago because it had 
been disclosed that they were leasing a 
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building to ICE. Senator DUCKWORTH 
and I went there because this is a criti-
cally important Department of Defense 
facility. Every sailor in the U.S. Navy 
goes through training at Great Lakes— 
every one of them—and we are very 
proud of the good work that is done to 
train them to serve our Nation. We 
wanted to know what ICE was going to 
do if they came to Great Lakes naval 
training station, as they promised. We 
have a legitimate concern. 

Every Thursday, 900 to 1,000 of these 
sailors go through a graduation cere-
mony, commencement ceremony, and 
their proud parents sit in bleachers 
with their cameras following the 
events of the day, which are historic 
for each family. 

So we understand that with 900 to 
1,000 graduates, families come from all 
over the United States to witness this 
moment in family history that will be 
talked about forever—the day their son 
or daughter graduated from Great 
Lakes. We were concerned if ICE is 
going to go through and check every-
body who looks suspicious—the 
Kavanaugh test: Do they look like they 
are Hispanic? What impact is that 
going to have on Great Lakes, on the 
men and women who work there, on 
the young graduates of the training 
course? What impact would that have 
if someone from ICE decided to start 
asking for identification papers—pass-
ports, driver’s licenses—of those sitting 
in the bleachers? It is not beyond the 
realm of possibility. In fact, it is a real 
possibility because we are watching 
what ICE is doing in the city of Chi-
cago. It is terrible. It is indefensible. It 
is embarrassing. 

I don’t know if the ICE agents who 
are responsible for this conduct have 
been well trained, whether they are 
veterans of the force, or whether they 
answer the ads that show up on Chi-
cago television all the time that ‘‘If 
you will sign up for ICE, we will give 
you a $50,000 check, a bonus, to sign 
up.’’ I don’t know who is signing up. I 
don’t know how many are signing up. 
ICE and the Department of Homeland 
Security refused to disclose that to 
Congress or to the American people. 

They say it is justified. It is justified, 
the tactics they are using—wearing 
masks, with no insignia on their person 
that shows that they work for any Fed-
eral Agency whatsoever. They justify 
this by saying that it is so dangerous 
in the city of Chicago—dangerous in 
the city of Chicago. 

I thought about that this weekend. 
They say in criticism of Chicago that 
people are fleeing the forces of vio-
lence. Well, there was some fleeing 
going on in Chicago this weekend: 
53,000 runners came for the Chicago 
Marathon. 

We are told that it is so dangerous in 
the city of Chicago that this President 
has to send in National Guard volun-
teers from the State of Texas who have 
been federalized and controlled by the 
Federal Government. Fifty-three thou-
sand runners and over half a million 

tourists. Dangerous city? Not what I 
see. Can we do better when it comes to 
reducing crime? You bet. Isn’t that 
true for just about every city in Amer-
ica? 

When it gets down to it, the danger is 
not in the streets in the city of Chi-
cago; the danger is what is happening 
when troops are being sent in to stand 
on street corners with rifles. 

I am a fan of the National Guard. 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH, who was with me, 
spent 24 years in the Guard before she 
was shot down in Iraq. She loves those 
Guard men and women, considers them 
her brothers and sisters. I am sorry 
they are being dragged into this polit-
ical theater being created by President 
Trump. 

The reality is, what the ICE agents 
are doing in the city of Chicago is 
nothing short of outrageous. Innocent 
people involved in peaceful, constitu-
tional, legal conduct are being as-
saulted by these officers. We live in an 
age of cell phones and videos. This is 
not something that we are making up; 
it is on the news every night. The peo-
ple of Chicago resent it, and they 
should, and I join them in that feeling. 

Yes, follow the law, but to abuse peo-
ple who are simply there to protest the 
presence of these ICE forces—that is 
guaranteed acceptable and legal by our 
Constitution. Article I of the Bill of 
Rights makes that very clear. 

So we left water for the volunteers 
who were there and those who were 
participating. 

We asked to go into the Broadview 
facility, and once again, we were 
turned down. We are doing our best to 
make sure we continue to keep an eye 
on what is happening. 

Restaurants in Chicago feel that the 
ICE agents are making things worse, 
not better. They started putting no-
tices on the windows and doors and en-
tries to some restaurants that ICE 
agents are not welcome—and for good 
reason. When ICE shows up, people 
know it. Word spreads quickly, and 
people flee and hide for fear of what is 
going to happen to them. That is the 
reality of the strategy in Chicago, and 
it is the strategy which has to come to 
an end and should very soon. 

If these men and women who are rep-
resenting our government and ICE are 
proud of what they are going to do, 
let’s have full disclosure. Let’s find out 
what they have done, how they are 
spending the billions of dollars we are 
sending their way, and why that money 
isn’t being spent on law enforcement 
now. If you want to help reduce crime 
and violent crime and murder, work 
with the police and law enforcement. 
But, no, that is not what the adminis-
tration wants to do. They want their 
own show. They want their own the-
ater. 

I have tried to visit these facilities 
many times. Once again, I was dis-
appointed this last Friday, but that is 
not the end of my effort. As long as I 
am serving in this capacity, I will ac-
cept my constitutional responsibility 
to watch how the money is being spent. 

On Saturday, I spoke to peaceful pro-
testers who have been demonstrating 
at Broadview for weeks. I went to St. 
Eulalia Church, which is just on the 
outskirts of Chicago, near Broadview. 
Hundreds of people showed up at that 
church to begin a holy procession to 
the Broadview facility and to ask if 
they could be allowed to go in and, if 
not, if they could distribute com-
munion among the demonstrators as 
well as the law enforcement who were 
there. 

It was a peaceful demonstration, and 
I was proud to be a part of it. It was an 
effort to bring to light, publicly, what 
is going on and to make it clear that 
Chicago is not a dangerous city and 
that the presence of troops sent by this 
President and this administration was 
totally unnecessary. Protesters facing 
tear gas and pepper spray from DHS is 
not making America any safer or Chi-
cago any safer. 

Hundreds of people rallied outside 
the ICE facility in Broadview, peace-
fully protesting. Were some arrested? 
Yes. Last Friday, of the hundreds who 
went there, how many were arrested? 
Four—four. Does that seem like a situ-
ation where you want to call in the Na-
tional Guard from Texas? 

And to think that the President 
claims that using a Federal military 
force will improve the situation. The 
reality is that the opposite is true. 
While the Guard is in Illinois now, it 
could be in your State next. It could be 
your family taken from their homes 
and their beds in the middle of the 
night, in a violent raid, as happened on 
September 30 in the 2200 block of the 
South Shore. 

While I will continue to do every-
thing in my power to push back on the 
President’s military intrusion into our 
cities, I implore my Republican col-
leagues to stop and reflect on what is 
happening; to reflect on the deploy-
ment of troops into States which are 
not asking for help at all and don’t 
need it. This is an illegal, unconstitu-
tional power grab by the President, 
who is determined to consolidate his 
power and stifle any dissent. It does 
not make America safer. 
REMEMBERING SISTER JEAN DOLORES SCHMIDT 
Mr. President, on a separate topic, 

the phrase ‘‘cura personalis’’ is the 
lodestar of Jesuit education. It means 
‘‘care of the whole person,’’ and it em-
phasizes the need for teachers to cul-
tivate not just a person’s mind but 
their spirit as well. No one embodied 
this ethos better than Sister Jean Do-
lores Schmidt, and it is with a heavy 
heart that I share the news of her pass-
ing. 

For more than half a century, Sister 
Jean shared her faith with her commu-
nity in Chicago. She was a teacher—a 
professor—at Mundelein College before 
it affiliated with Loyola University, 
where she became an academic advisor. 

She was famous on the basketball 
scene. Basketball players might re-
member Sister Jean as the de facto 
chaplain and mascot of the Loyola 
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Ramblers of the city of Chicago. Her 
cheers were louder than anyone else’s 
in the arena. She helped to lead the 
Ramblers to the Final Four in 2018. 

She was a wonderful person, and it 
was my good fortune to get to know 
her. Students at Loyola remember her 
as the person who always kept her of-
fice door open, a symbol of her con-
stant willingness to take care of stu-
dents, the whole person. In her 
pregame prayers with the team, Sister 
Jean would ask for God’s grace in one 
sentence and give coaching advice to 
individual players in the next. She was 
more than a loyal fan and a coach. She 
was Loyola’s spiritual captain. 

I had the great fortune of working 
with former President Biden to obtain 
a Presidential proclamation to honor 
Sister Jean and the thousands of lives 
that she touched. 

In thinking of her passing, I am re-
minded of Job 14:7. This passage speaks 
of the tree that was cut down and re-
minds us that it may, one day, grow 
again. 

While Sister Jean is no longer with 
us, her legacy of kindness and grace 
will continue to push others to serve 
just as she did for her entire life. Her 
tender branch will sprout once more, 
embodied in those who choose faith, 
service, and love. Sister Jean will be 
dearly missed. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2965 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 2965 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration; that the bill be considered 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from South Carolina. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 

President, I rise to oppose S. 2965. This 
bill would impair Treasury’s ability to 
support an important ally in South 
America, a region this administration 
has rightly prioritized. 

Argentina has the third largest econ-
omy in Latin America and has been a 
strong partner in supporting U.S. secu-
rity and economic goals. Eliminating 
Treasury’s ability to use the Exchange 
Stabilization Fund to support this im-
portant ally is unnecessary. I, there-
fore, oppose this bill and urge my Sen-
ate colleagues to do the same. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The Senator from Massachusetts. 
Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, the 

reason that I asked for unanimous con-
sent to proceed with the No Argentina 
Bailout Act—it is a bill that I coau-
thored with Senators KAINE, VAN HOL-
LEN, BOOKER, SMITH, GALLEGO, SAND-

ERS, and WELCH, and the reason for this 
is because, in his Presidential cam-
paign, Donald Trump promised to put 
‘‘America First’’—not Argentina first; 
America first. 

Right now, American families are 
struggling to pay for groceries and rent 
because of Donald Trump’s chaotic tar-
iffs and other disastrous economic poli-
cies. 

President Trump and congressional 
Republicans shut down the government 
because they refused to work with 
Democrats to pass a bipartisan budget 
that would protect 15 million Ameri-
cans’ healthcare and prevent insurance 
premium hikes for tens of millions 
more. 

Now, Republicans would rather shut 
down the government than help Ameri-
cans afford healthcare. Because of the 
Republican shutdown, more than a 
quarter of a million Federal employees 
won’t receive their scheduled pay-
checks. National parks are under-
staffed, and some are even closed en-
tirely. Air traffic controllers and TSA 
agents aren’t getting their paychecks, 
and shutdown-related staff shortages 
have led to flight delays. 

Critical government Agency func-
tions are being affected across the 
board, but one government function 
that President Trump didn’t want to 
shut down: sending $20 billion—Amer-
ican taxpayer dollars—to Argentina. 

That is right. Even while the Trump 
administration is trying to fire more 
American workers and shut down more 
services here in the United States, 
Donald Trump is carefully keeping 
open the office at the Treasury Depart-
ment responsible for executing his bail-
out of Argentina’s financial markets. 

The administration agreed to send 
$20 billion in American taxpayer 
money to Argentina’s central bank, 
and that loan is evidently just the 
start. Secretary Bessent also revealed 
the Treasury started purchasing Ar-
gentine pesos directly and promised 
that going forward, Treasury would do 
whatever it takes to keep Argentina’s 
financial markets afloat, including 
buying up the country’s debt. 

Secretary Bessent seems to be saying 
that the American economy can tank, 
and Americans can pay higher prices, 
but there will be no end to using Amer-
ican taxpayer dollars to bail out Ar-
gentina. 

For Trump, the leader of Argentina 
is more important than American fam-
ilies struggling with rising costs for 
healthcare. This is a bitter blow, but 
for American farmers, the story is even 
worse. 

For months now, American farmers, 
particularly American soybean farm-
ers, have been suffering under the 
weight of Trump’s sweeping tariffs. 
Buyers around the world have been re-
luctant to purchase from our farmers 
when Trump is slapping tariffs on their 
home countries. 

While our farmers suffer, other coun-
tries sense an opportunity for them-
selves. A few weeks ago, Argentina cut 

a deal with China to boost the sales of 
their soybeans and leave American soy-
bean farmers out in the cold. After Ar-
gentina took those actions, after Ar-
gentina cut a deal to take the legs out 
from underneath American farmers, 
Trump authorized a $20 billion bailout 
for Argentina. 

This development is so terrible for 
American farmers and so embarrassing 
that the Treasury Secretary was 
caught looking at frantic texts from 
President Trump’s own Agriculture 
Secretary, complaining that the United 
States is bailing out a country that 
cozied up to China at the expense of 
American farmers. 

So why is Donald Trump back-
pedaling on ‘‘America First’’ to make 
it Argentina first? Because Donald 
Trump’s personal friend, close political 
ally, and ‘‘favorite President,’’ Argen-
tine President Javier Milei, is facing a 
critical midterm election in the com-
ing weeks, and he is in trouble. 

Milei’s popularity has plummeted in 
recent months because of his ongoing 
corruption scandals and the complete 
failure of his radical economic agenda. 
As a result, his party suffered a sur-
prising defeat in local elections in Sep-
tember. 

Now, the election coming up on Octo-
ber 26 will determine whether Milei can 
keep exerting control over Argentina’s 
legislature. With global investors pull-
ing their money from the country try-
ing to get off his sinking ship and de-
stabilizing its financial markets, his 
party’s electoral chances looked really 
slim. 

So Trump is sending 20 billion U.S. 
taxpayer dollars to bail out Argentina 
and prop up Milei so can stay in power. 
That is Argentina first, not ‘‘America 
First.’’ 

But there is more. The bailout for 
Argentina also helps Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent’s billionaire 
hedge fund buddies. Bessent’s pals have 
bought up Argentina’s debts, and if Ar-
gentina goes down, those Wall Street 
billionaires could lose a lot of money. 

Bailing out Argentina gives an off- 
ramp to the Wall Street giants who 
want to exit their investments. And 
meanwhile, here at home, the Trump 
administration is pushing 15 million 
Americans toward an unwanted off- 
ramp from their current healthcare. 

The No Argentina Bailout Act is 
really very simple. It would stop Don-
ald Trump from using Treasury’s Ex-
change Stabilization Fund to provide 
direct or indirect financial assistance 
to Argentina, including through the 
use of currency swap lines, currency or 
sovereign debt purchases, or direct 
loans. 

Any existing financial contracts or 
instruments that violate this prohibi-
tion would have to be sold or termi-
nated within 7 days. The prohibition 
expires at the end of President Milei’s 
term in December 2027. And if, for some 
unforeseen reason, it is actually in 
America’s interest to provide economic 
aid to Argentina during this period, the 
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administration can come here to Con-
gress and get approval. 

Today, President Trump hosted the 
President of Argentina at the White 
House after showering his country with 
American taxpayer money. It is shame-
ful that President Trump is propping 
up a foreign government while he shuts 
down the American government. 

It is simple: If you really want to put 
‘‘America First,’’ then you will support 
American farmers and American fami-
lies and urge passage of the No Argen-
tina Bailout Act. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-

TIS). The Senator from Arkansas. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
motion to proceed to Calendar No. 168, 
H.R. 5371. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 168, H.R. 
5371, a bill making continuing appropriations 
and extensions for fiscal year 2026, and for 
other purposes. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, Jim Justice, 
James E. Risch, Tom Cotton, Steve 
Daines, Ted Budd, John R. Curtis, John 
Boozman, Mike Rounds, Kevin Cramer, 
Bernie Moreno, Ron Johnson, John 
Barrasso, Markwayne Mullin, James 
Lankford, Tim Sheehy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 5371, a bill making con-
tinuing appropriations and extensions 
for fiscal year 2026, and for other pur-
poses, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY), the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. MCCONNELL), and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea,’’ and 
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), 
and the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. FETTERMAN), are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 571 Leg.] 
YEAS—49 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—45 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Durbin 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 

Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Thune 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cassidy 
Duckworth 

Fetterman 
Hagerty 

McConnell 
Tillis 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 45. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is not agreed 
to. 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
MOTION TO RECONSIDER 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I enter a 
motion to reconsider. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is entered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 168, H.R. 
5371, a bill making continuing appropriations 
and extensions for fiscal year 2026, and for 
other purposes. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, Jim Justice, 
James E. Risch, Tom Cotton, Steve 
Daines, Ted Budd, John R. Curtis, John 
Boozman, Mike Rounds, Kevin Cramer, 
Bernie Moreno, Ron Johnson, John 
Barrasso, Markwayne Mullin, James 
Lankford, Tim Sheehy. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 460. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Harold D. Mooty III, of Alabama, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Alabama. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 460, Harold 
D. Mooty III, of Alabama, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Alabama. 

John Thune, Bernie Moreno, Katie Boyd 
Britt, Chuck Grassley, James 
Lankford, Pete Ricketts, Markwayne 
Mullin, Tim Sheehy, Jon A. Husted, 
Eric Schmitt, Jim Justice, James E. 
Risch, Tom Cotton, Steve Daines, Ted 
Budd, John R. Curtis, John Boozman. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

MOTION TO PROCEED WITHDRAWN 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I with-

draw the motion to proceed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator has that right. 
The motion was withdrawn. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026—Motion 
to Proceed 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to Calendar No. 136, H.R. 4016. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the motion. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 136, H.R. 

4016, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. I send a cloture motion 

to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 136, H.R. 
4016, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses. 
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