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round El15 and save—actually save—$3
billion to $4 billion for the American
taxpayer. This is a win-win for the real
America, and it would be a real win for
where we work here in Washington,
DC, that island surrounded by reality.

Any legislation with ad hoc pay-
ments to farmers should include allow-
ing year-round, nationwide E15; bring
certainty to the market; get that in-
vestment in infrastructure that is so
very, very important to get the most
massive benefits out of E15 year-round.

These ad hoc payments are nothing
but a bandaid. We better stop what is
causing the bleeding.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, it has
been 2 weeks since our first vote on a
clean continuing resolution to keep the
government open. This shutdown could
have been avoided well before it began.
But because Democrats have not
budged from their partisan demands,
the shutdown is now entering its third
day.

There is a lot that we could be doing
right now. We could be considering bi-
partisan appropriations bills through
regular order, going to conference on
the three appropriations bills we
passed in August, or passing the bipar-
tisan annual Defense bill. But instead,
we are stuck in a shutdown mess of
Democrats’ making, and the American
people are suffering as a result.

Republicans remain united around a
clean, nonpartisan funding extension.
It has passed the House of Representa-
tives, and it is currently sitting right
here in the Senate, ready to be voted
on. It has no new Republican policies,
no partisan policy riders. It is straight-
forward, simple, and clean.

All it does is reopen the government
through November 21 to give us more
time to pass appropriations bills here
on the floor. We have a number of bi-
partisan bills waiting for floor consid-
eration right now. The only thing
standing in the way of reopening the
government and getting back to doing
the important work is Democrats’ $1.5
trillion in partisan spending demands.
That is right, $1.5 trillion.

Their partisan proposal demands
more money—think about this—more
money than our entire defense budget
just to keep the government open for 4
weeks. That is not a credible proposal.
It is a far-left wish list, and it is not
how we are going to do things around
here.

We can end this shutdown in just a
few hours. We need to take one rollcall
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vote—just one rollcall vote—on the
House-passed clean continuing resolu-
tion. The President of the United
States says that he is ready to sign it.
We just need a handful of Democrats to
agree.

Now, once we get the government
back open, then we can talk about the
issues that Democrats are raising, but
we can’t do that while they are holding
the Federal Government hostage to
their partisan demands.

Whatever Democrats are saying pub-
licly, I think, privately, they are all
well aware of the problems with their
current position.

The senior Senator from Massachu-
setts has said:

Hostage tactics are the last resort for
those who can’t otherwise win their fights
through elections, can’t win their fights in
Congress, can’t win their fights for the Presi-
dency, and can’t win their fights in the
Courts.

The Democrat leader called shut-
downs ‘‘a politics of idiocy, of con-
frontation, of paralysis.”’

Mr. President, this shutdown needs
to end sooner rather than later, and
there is only one way out of it: Demo-
crats need to vote for the clean, non-
partisan continuing resolution sitting
right there. All it takes is one rollcall
vote—the government is back open. We
need to get this government back open,
which we can do very, very quickly,
and then we can talk about whatever
we need to talk about.

Just a few years ago, the Democrat
leader had this to say:

We’re allowed to come here and disagree
over policy. In fact, our system of govern-
ment was designed to allow for progress de-
spite our large and sometimes raucous dif-
ferences. But when one side ... throws a
temper tantrum and uses the basic func-
tioning of our government as leverage in a
policy argument, our system of government
breaks down.

Let’s hope the Democrat leader de-
cides to heed his own words and that
Democrats’ temper tantrum ends soon-
er rather than later.

Later today, in a couple of hours,
Democrats will have another oppor-
tunity to vote for the clean continuing
resolution, and we will see if they are
still committed to their shutdown poli-
tics. Republicans remain ready to re-
open the government and to get back
to doing the American people’s busi-
ness.

How much longer this shutdown lasts
depends entirely on Democrats. The
choice is theirs.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-
TICE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well,
it is day 3 of the Trump shutdown, and
the government remains closed because
Donald Trump and Republicans insist
on raising Americans’ healthcare pre-
miums and kicking millions off their
insurance.

Sending premiums skyrocketing, as
Republicans insist, is fundamentally
unsustainable. The American people
overwhelmingly support affordable
healthcare. Seventy percent of Ameri-
cans support extending the ACA pre-
mium tax credits according to a poll
released yesterday by the Washington
Post, and another poll by KFF yester-
day found that nearly 80 percent sup-
port an extension. Guess what. Even a
majority of Trump supporters support
an extension. Even a majority of
Trump supporters—nearly 60 percent—
support an extension.

You don’t need the polls. Just go into
a barbershop. Just go into a diner. Just
go into a supermarket and ask people.
People are learning about this issue,
and they are aghast that their pre-
miums could go up so much. They are
aghast that our Republican colleagues
don’t even want to fix it when it affects
so many tens of millions of people and
the amount that it goes up is so high—
so high. It is not difficult. We know
Americans want this, and we know
many of my Republican colleagues
want this as well.

Failure to act would be devastating,
and Republicans know it. Even Donald
Trump knows it. He talked about it a
little bit with us in the White House
when we went a few days back.

If we don’t act now, then at least 22
million people will see their healthcare
premiums double—double—on average.
But for many people, it is even worse
than that. If these ACA premium tax
credits aren’t extended, the average 55-
year-old couple making $85,000 a year
would see their premiums not just dou-
ble but triple—$25,000 a year. How does
a senior citizen—even one who has a
little bit of savings and a little bit of a
cushion—afford $25,000 a year?

So that is all Democrats want to fix.
We are on the side of the people. People
know it and want it and need it. It is
not complicated. Americans want it.
Republican voters want it.

Democrats remain ready and willing
to work with the other side. We are
ready to work on a path forward to
lower healthcare costs for the Amer-
ican people and fund the Federal Gov-
ernment.

I yield to the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic whip.

FREEZING GRANTS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am
sure that you can agree, having been
involved in public service for a large
part of your life, that sometimes it
takes a long time to make an idea a re-
ality. That has happened many times
to me in my public career and, cer-
tainly, in my home State.

In 1969, 56 years ago, former Chicago
Mayor Richard J. Daley proposed ex-
tending the Red Line of the Chicago
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Transit Authority, and yet, still, to
this day, residents of the Far South
Side of Chicago don’t have that transit
option, at least not as they should.

Transportation can make or break
not only employment but attending
school, even making it to a doctor’s ap-
pointment. For decades, residents of
the Far South Side viewed this exten-
sion as just politicians talking.

That changed this past January,
when the Federal Transit Administra-
tion officially obligated $1.9 billion in
Federal funding for this crucial exten-
sion. After waiting over 50 years, it was
finally going to be a reality. This
project will expand transit access to
100,000 people. It will be an economic
boost for the city and create tens of
thousands of jobs for working families.

However, guess what: today, a news
flash from the Trump administration.
We received news that the OMB Direc-
tor, Russell Vought, and the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation have de-
cided to illegally freeze $2 billion in
grants for Chicago, including the obli-
gated grant for the expansion, and risk
decades worth of effort.

This is in addition to the $7.5 billion
in Department of Energy grants Direc-
tor Vought canceled yesterday, includ-
ing 33 projects totaling almost $700
million in Illinois.

So why would this administration de-
cide to target thousands of working
families when it comes to their electric
bills and when it comes to transpor-
tation? Because President Donald
Trump wants to punish States like Illi-
nois and the people who live there be-
cause they didn’t vote for him in the
last election.

This is petty. It is unfair. It is wrong.

These vindictive actions will cost Il-
linoisans jobs. Many of them will lose
their employment. And it is going to
raise the cost of electricity across the
country.

Freezing funds for these projects is a
blatant abuse of power by a President
and an administration that would rath-
er settle petty personal scores than ac-
tually help people.

OMB should immediately release any
freeze on these funds, and I will do any-
thing I can, with Senator DUCKWORTH,
to hold this administration account-
able for its decisions, which continue
to hurt working families.

NOMINATION OF STANLEY WOODWARD, JR.

Mr. President, on a separate subject,
the upcoming vote on more than 100
nominees is exactly what I feared
would happen when Senate Republicans
violated Senate rules to fast-track
nominees. This has opened the door to
rushing through more extreme nomi-
nees who have one qualification for of-
fice: They are blindly loyal to Presi-
dent Trump.

That extends to a man named Stan-
ley Woodward, the nominee to be the
No. 3 official at the Department of Jus-
tice.

Let me make this clear: Mr. Wood-
ward is not even close to qualified. He
has never—never—worked at the Jus-
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tice Department before this adminis-
tration. What he has done is show his
loyalty to Donald Trump by rep-
resenting Trump associates for their
roles in thwarting investigations into
the President.

As Associate Attorney General, Mr.
Woodward would oversee some of DOJ’s
most critical programs, including the
Office of Justice Programs and the
Civil Rights Division. As senior adviser
to Attorney General Bondi, Mr. Wood-
ward has already been involved in gut-
ting these offices.

The Trump administration has ter-
minated hundreds of millions of dollars
in grants administered by the Office of
Justice Programs that support State
and local law enforcement. The Trump
administration also has gutted the
Civil Rights Division, which has been
known for years as the ‘‘crown jewel”’
of the Justice Department.

About 70 percent of the Division’s at-
torneys have been forced out—70 per-
cent—and many, many staff have been
diverted away from crucial efforts to
protect the civil rights of all Ameri-
cans, so long as they sign up for the
mass deportations of the President.

Mr. Woodward also overruled Anti-
trust Division officials to personally
negotiate a settlement with lobbyists
in DOJ’s challenge to Hewlett Pack-
ard’s $14 billion acquisition of Juniper
Networks. The acquisition resulted in
two firms controlling more than 70 per-
cent of the wireless network market, a
market duopoly.

To Trump administration political
appointees in the Antitrust Division
who objected to this settlement, what
happened to them? They were forced
out of office. One of them said of the
settlement:

[Clorrupt lobbyists with no relevant exper-
tise are perverting actual law enforcement
through money, power, relationships, and in-
fluence. . Stanley Woodward perverted
justice and acted inconsistent with the rule
of law [in this deal].

I asked Attorney General Bondi
about Mr. Woodward’s involvement in
the scandal. Crickets. No response.
Nothing to say.

It is wrong to fast-track unqualified,
unfit nominees whose only goal is to
advance a political agenda at the ex-
pense of the American people. Previous
Associate Attorney General nominees
have received a rollcall vote on the
floor of the Senate and committee, of
course.

Take President Biden’s nominee for
this position, Vanita Gupta. In 2021,
Republicans tried to filibuster her
nomination in committee and then
tried to shut down committee business
before we voted.

On the floor, Republicans forced
extra procedural votes to slow down
our confirmation. Despite my frustra-
tion at the time with Republican col-
leagues for obstructing a highly quali-
fied and experienced nominee to serve
as Associate Attorney General, I never
sought to short-circuit the constitu-
tional responsibility of Members in the
Senate of advice and consent.
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Now when the shoe is on the other
foot, Republicans are intent on taking
away yet another core duty of the Sen-
ate in deference to President Trump. I
hope they remember this moment when
they resume their minority positions
in the future.

I urge my colleagues to vote no on
these nominations.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, we are
now in the third day of this govern-
ment shutdown, and once again, our
Democratic colleagues are going to
have the opportunity to vote for a
clean, nonpartisan continuing resolu-
tion that would open the government
and allow us to continue working on
the appropriations process.

Just to kind of give a little perspec-
tive on that, here are the statistics
showing all of the Biden-era clean CRs
that were passed. There were 13 of
them—13 of them during the Biden ad-
ministration, and 96 percent of the
Democrats voted for it. Now they can’t
vote for a clean resolution. How do you
explain that?

Unfortunately, Democratic leader-
ship is demanding more than $1 trillion
in new spending just to keep the gov-
ernment open. So instead of voting for
this clean CR, they want more than $1
trillion in new spending in a CR that—
the CR has no Republican priorities in
it; it is just a clean CR.

So how is it we are supposed to put
trillions of dollars of Democrat prior-
ities in a CR that goes until November
21? That is what Leader SCHUMER has
said, and that is exactly why this is the
SCHUMER shutdown.

They have taken our government
hostage with a list of demands that is
really quite astonishing. They want
funding for healthcare for illegal immi-
grants, and they want more subsidies
for pandemic-era health insurance, all
while actually repealing a $50 billion
healthcare fund for rural hospitals that
was put in the One Big Beautiful Bill.
How does that make sense? In the
meantime, vital programs that support
hard-working American families have
either been shuttered or are very near-
ly out of money.

Let’s end this Schumer shutdown and
pass a clean, short-term CR—the same
kind of clean CR, mind you, that, as I
said, 96 percent of Democrats voted to
support 13 times during the Biden ad-
ministration. That is what this shows.

Let’s pass this clean CR, get back to
work, and move our appropriations
bills through regular order. That is
how we are supposed to do it—through
regular order. Already, we have made
progress in this Congress by doing just
that. The Appropriations Committee
has passed 8 of the 12 approps bills on
a bipartisan basis. As a matter of fact,
we just approved, not too long ago,
three of them—one of them was my Ag
appropriations bill—by big bipartisan
majorities here on the floor in the Sen-
ate. Compare that to last Congress,
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