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can’t even believe I am having to say 
this because it is just such a given: 
They want the government open while 
we debate our differences. That is what 
we are supposed to be doing. We are 
supposed to be debating, not shutting 
down the government, and that is what 
the Republican CR would have allowed 
us to do. 

So I urge my colleagues across the 
aisle to quit playing the political 
games, to end the shutdown, and join 
us in funding the government. Let’s 
finish our work on the appropriations 
process, and let’s return to the regular 
order process that we had begun at the 
beginning of the summer because it 
brings transparency, accountability, 
and bipartisanship back to the appro-
priations process. We have it in com-
mittee. We need to have it on this 
floor. That is what West Virginians de-
serve. That is what the American peo-
ple deserve. It is what they expect, 
quite frankly. That is what they expect 
every day. 

These young people on the floor are 
getting to hear a debate. I am sure it is 
one that they will remember, and I am 
sure they are thinking to themselves: 
It is a simple thing. Reopen the govern-
ment. Reopen the government. Why 
was it closed in the first place? For a 
political stunt that is not working. 
They are boxed in. 

Let’s just say: OK. Let’s open. Let’s 
begin our discussions, and let’s solve 
the problems that we have in front of 
us. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAS VEGAS MASS 

SHOOTING 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 

I rise today to mark the eighth anni-
versary of the worst mass shooting in 
modern American history. 

Today, as I give this speech, far too 
many Americans across the country 
are reeling from the pain of shootings 
in their own communities. This coun-
try is seeing a horrifying increase in 
mass violence that doesn’t just destroy 
the lives of the victims; it tears apart 
families; it leaves loved ones with an 
unfillable hole in their hearts; and it 
brings communities to the breaking 
point. I have seen it firsthand. 

Eight years ago today, a man gunned 
down 58 people at the Route 91 Harvest 
Music Festival in Las Vegas, NV. More 
than 800 people were wounded in that 
chaos, and 2 people later succumbed to 
their injuries. That day and those that 
followed were some of the toughest for 
all of us. For me, personally, my niece 
was attending that festival, and I re-
member the overwhelming relief that I 
felt to learn that she was safe and OK. 

I also remember spending time at the 
reunification center with the families 
of the missing festival attendees, pray-
ing with those families, crying with 
those families, watching them as they 
were hoping and praying that their 
loved ones would return to them. Some 
were lucky but many were not. 

Our city—our entire State of Ne-
vada—felt lost, but I will tell you, out 
of this horror came something miracu-
lous. In the aftermath of 1 October, Ne-
vadans came together to support each 
other. People came out in droves to 
give blood. There were lines around the 
block. They donated money, food, 
clothing, and they lent a helping hand 
to those who had lost so much. 

I will tell you that businesses, com-
munity organizations, and law enforce-
ment did what they could to ease the 
burdens of the families who had been 
impacted, and I worked across the aisle 
with my colleague the Republican Sen-
ator, at the time, Dean Heller, to get 
financial relief for the victims. Our 
city united in the face of this tragedy, 
and we came out of it Vegas Strong. I 
am forever touched by those incredible 
efforts to shine a light in the darkness. 

But even all that good cannot erase 
the scars left behind by this massacre. 
Its victims were innocent people who 
went to a music festival to enjoy them-
selves. It didn’t matter what they did 
for work or what they believed or 
whom they loved. They were actually 
gunned down indiscriminately. In the 8 
years since that tragedy that shook my 
State to its core, we have, sadly, seen 
more violence erupting across the 
country. We have seen it in places of 
worship, in schools, and in grocery 
stores. 

As Americans, as Members of Con-
gress, we have to continue speaking 
out against it. Violence is never the 
answer. We cannot survive in a country 
where this is the norm. We have to do 
better in our rhetoric and our actions. 
For me, that means coming together to 
work on commonsense solutions, like 
finally banning bump stocks, passing 
comprehensive background checks to 
make sure that criminals can’t exploit 
loopholes to buy deadly weapons, and 
delivering more support for, yes, men-
tal health in this country. 

It also means always remembering 
the victims of the Route 91 Harvest 
Festival massacre. Grieving the lives 
that they never got to live and the 
families they never got to come home 
to or to create serves as a stark re-
minder of the horrors violence like this 
can cause. We owe it to them and to 
their loved ones to keep working to-
gether to end it. 

In the aftermath of this tragedy, Las 
Vegas has rebuilt. We have risen from 
the ashes stronger than ever. We will 
never forget the trauma inflicted on us 
that day. That pain must fuel us to 
work together toward a better future 
for our children, for our families, and 
for our country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

HONORING SERGEANT SCOTT HEIMANN 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, it has 

been a sad day—a set of sad days—in 
my hometown of Kansas. I rise today 
to mourn the loss and honor the sac-
rifice of Hays Police Officer Sergeant 
Scott Heimann, who was shot and 
killed in the line of duty while respond-
ing to a domestic violence call. He 
passed away in the early morning 
hours of Sunday, September 28. 

My hometown of Hays, with a popu-
lation of about 21,000, is a tight-knit 
community, where people look out for 
their neighbors; they care for those in 
need; and they protect the vulnerable. 
Sergeant Heimann embodied the best 
of smalltown Kansas values in living a 
life of integrity and devotion and cour-
age despite the dangers he faced each 
and every day. 

He, too, from a young age, called 
Hays his home. He grew up there, and 
he graduated from Thomas More Prep- 
Marian High School, which is our 
hometown Catholic school. He attended 
the University of Kansas before return-
ing home to the place he was raised. 
Sergeant Heimann first began his serv-
ice with the Hays Police Department in 
2016, and after 9 years with the depart-
ment, his watch ended way too soon. 
He was an Eagle Scout and a member 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church. He was a son, a fa-
ther, a husband. He was devoted to his 
wife, Beth, and was a loving dad to his 
children Patrick and Victoria. 

My prayers—our prayers—are with 
his family and his parents Bill and Te-
resa Heimann. 

It is such a difficult time. Every day, 
law enforcement officers risk their 
safety, putting their lives on the line 
to protect and serve both their neigh-
bors and strangers. Kansas is a home to 
so many brave men and women who 
have answered the call to serve, and 
too many have given their lives to ful-
fill this mission. 

In small towns across Kansas, law en-
forcement officers, as they are in Hays, 
are well-known in their communities, 
and they are well-loved by their com-
munities. We see them in the grocery 
stores, at the football games on Friday 
nights, and in church on Sundays. They 
are members of our communities, and 
they are familiar faces. 

This courageous young man died 
with honor while protecting his com-
munity and the people he had sworn to 
serve. In Hays and across Kansas, the 
sacrifice he made will not be forgotten, 
and we resolve to forever honor his 
service to the community he loved. 

I ask the U.S. Senate to join me and 
my family and my hometown in ex-
pressing our sympathy and gratitude— 
our respect—for this officer, for a life 
served in service to others, and to a 
community that mourns his loss. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, pre-
venting people from losing their 
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healthcare should not be a partisan 
issue because outside of the four cor-
ners of this Capitol, it should not mat-
ter if you are a Democrat or a Repub-
lican or an Independent—we should all 
not want people to have spikes in their 
health insurance costs. 

In a matter of days, tens of millions 
of people all across the country are 
going to get letters in the mail, saying: 
Your monthly premium, starting Janu-
ary 1, is going to be more than double 
what you pay now—more than double. 

That is not my speculating. That is 
not my allegation. That is not a polit-
ical talking point that was cooked up 
in some Democratic lab. That is what 
the Kaiser Family Foundation analysis 
shows, that premiums will increase on 
average by 114 percent per person—not 
14 percent; 114 percent. 

That is just the average. Some peo-
ple’s rates will be changed based on 
their income level. Say you make 
$35,000 a year. You are now going to be 
paying almost $1,600 more per year for 
coverage. And if you are a family of 
four making 75 grand, you are going to 
be paying more than 3,000 extra dollars. 

I just encourage everybody who is 
watching—all of my colleagues, all of 
the staff, all of the members of the 
media—to talk to anyone in your 
hometown. Most people just don’t have 
that kind of money lying around. If 
you are a family living paycheck to 
paycheck, if you are a young couple 
saving up to buy a home, if you are a 
small business owner already cutting 
back on costs because everything is 
more expensive now, what are you sup-
posed to do? 

This is not a crisis the Democrats 
have cooked up to score political 
points. The reason for the urgency is 
that October 1 is the day that people 
are going to get letters from their in-
surance carriers telling them that this 
is happening. Open enrollment begins 
in exactly a month. 

People are scared about how they are 
going to pay for their healthcare or if 
they are going to have it at all. There 
are a lot of people who just can’t ab-
sorb this extra cost. It is not like you 
can buy a little less of something. 
When you are at the grocery store—for 
instance, vegetables are now 39 percent 
more expensive. Well, you still have 
some money in your pocket. You are 
going to buy fewer vegetables and more 
of the cheap stuff, which is why, by the 
way, Hamburger Helper purchases have 
spiked. 

So people are making these adjust-
ments to the fact that everything has 
gotten more expensive, but with health 
insurance, you can’t turn the dial like 
that. You can’t buy a little less health 
insurance. You either can absorb the 
cost or you cannot, and if you cannot, 
you will go without health insurance. 

Here is the thing that people need to 
understand: This directly impacts 
about 24 million people, OK? That is 
enough for us to, like, pay enough at-
tention and try to come up with a bi-
partisan solution. But the truth is that 

we already know what happens when 
people lose their health insurance, 
right? They end up getting sicker and 
sicker, and at some point, they present 
themselves to emergency rooms. 

Everybody understands—kind of in-
tuitively, but there is plenty of data to 
back this up—that when you present 
yourself at an emergency room when 
you are already supersick, you require 
a bunch of very expensive interven-
tions, and that cost is distributed 
among the rest of us who still have in-
surance. 

So it is not just the 24 million Ameri-
cans who are going to pay more for 
health insurance and some number of 
millions of those Americans who are 
just not going to have insurance at all, 
it is also a mathematical certainty 
that the increased stupidity of the sys-
tem, the increased extent to which the 
system now makes even less sense than 
it does already—we are all going to eat 
the cost, whether you are on the so- 
called exchange or not. 

Look, Republicans are in charge of 
Washington. We lost the election. Elec-
tions—consequences. I get it. When we 
had the trifecta, we did a bunch of 
things to reduce the price of prescrip-
tion medicine, to build infrastructure, 
to fix the post office, to do the Respect 
for Marriage Act, to pass the Inflation 
Reduction Act. We did a bunch of stuff, 
and Republicans are doing a bunch of 
stuff, but we are trying to hand our Re-
publican colleagues a lifeline because 
prices are going to spike everywhere. 

I said this yesterday, and I mean 
this: If we were a little more cynical, 
we might just say ‘‘This is your prob-
lem; why don’t you guys just stew in 
it?’’ because this is, frankly, 
electorally, a very powerful issue. Peo-
ple are going to be really pissed when 
they get these letters in the mail. They 
really are. So the supercynical, elec-
tion-oriented thing for us to do would 
be simply to say ‘‘Good luck with all 
that.’’ 

But maybe it is the strength of the 
Democratic caucus, maybe it is the 
weakness of the Democratic caucus, 
but we just care too much about people 
to let that happen. So we are simply 
asking, in the context of this shut-
down, to jump-start a negotiation 
about how to prevent a 114-percent in-
crease in the cost of healthcare for 24 
million Americans. 

Look, the cost of electricity is not 
just up; it is double the inflation rate. 
The cost of groceries is spiking. The 
cost of raw materials to build a house— 
spiking. The cost of basically anything 
you want to buy at a Walmart or a 
Costco or a Target or a Safeway or a 
Food Lion or wherever you go is spik-
ing. All of that is a consequence of 
both inflation and tariffs. But this 
thing is a public policy. This is inten-
tional to spike these rates. 

We are saying: Are you guys sure you 
want to do this? 

We are about to find out whether 
they are sure that they want to impose 
a doubling of insurance costs on 24 mil-
lion Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1377 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, yester-
day, I came to the floor to warn that a 
critical cyber security protection that 
has been in place for a decade was set 
to run out and expire at the end of the 
fiscal year. I urged my colleagues to 
pass a bipartisan, clean, 10-year exten-
sion to keep these important national 
security protections in place. 

Unfortunately, one of my col-
leagues—just one of my colleagues—ob-
jected, and as of midnight, they have 
now expired. As a result, we are with-
out this critical line of defense. Our 
economy, our infrastructure, and our 
government are exposed. 

It is now going to be a more chal-
lenging effort to protect businesses and 
critical infrastructure against cyber 
attacks at a time, Mr. President, when 
you know that our adversaries’ attacks 
continue to grow more aggressive and 
more sophisticated. 

This law was passed with strong bi-
partisan support, and the support re-
mains strong in both Chambers. Even 
the Trump administration agrees. The 
White House and the Department of 
Homeland Security support a 10-year 
extension and want to see this bill 
passed. 

For months, my colleagues and I 
have heard from a broad coalition of 
industry leaders who need the long- 
term certainty that a 10-year reauthor-
ization provides so we can protect our 
systems and they can protect their sys-
tems and customers. That is why Sen-
ator ROUNDS and I introduced a clean, 
bipartisan, 10-year extension all the 
way back in April. 

Every hour—every hour—we delay is 
an open invitation to cyber criminals 
and hostile actors to attack our econ-
omy and our critical infrastructure. 

I would urge my colleagues to put 
our national and economic security 
first and pass this clean, long-term ex-
tension. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 1377 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration; that the bill be considered 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object, as you 
know, the CISA reauthorization is also 
included in the clean CR that we are 
also trying to be able to pass, this con-
tinuing resolution. 

On behalf of Chairman PAUL, he has 
asked me to be able to come and ob-
ject, so I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 
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