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this. I look forward to people coming 
out of addiction. One death from over-
dose is one death too many. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

TUBERVILLE). The Senator from Flor-
ida. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 14, 
2025, AS THE ‘‘NATIONAL DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE FOR CHARLIE 
KIRK’’ 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
as if in legislative session and notwith-
standing rule XXII, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of S. Res. 403, which was 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 403) expressing sup-
port for the designation of October 14, 2025, 
as the ‘‘National Day of Remembrance for 
Charlie Kirk’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I know of no 
further debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the question is on 
adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 403) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the preamble be 
agreed to and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
like most Americans, my wife Ann and 
I are completely heartbroken by the 
tragic loss of our friend and fellow pa-
triot Charlie Kirk in a despicable, tar-
geted assassination. 

This is a devastating loss for his wife 
Erika and their two precious kids and 
the millions, including myself, who felt 
the impact of Charlie’s work and were 
inspired by his devotion to God and his 
beliefs. 

Charlie was a good man, a devout 
husband, father, and friend. His life 
was shaped by his faith and idea that 
in America, debate and discussion are 
crucial to the betterment of our coun-
try. He believed in God, the American 
dream, the value of family, and the 
principles of our great Nation. 

I talked to Charlie pretty much every 
week. I did his shows often. I did his 
show 2 days before the assassination. 
We talked about that he was going to 
be going to another college to visit. I 

have gone to colleges to visit, and it is 
uplifting. But Charlie would go, and he 
would take anybody’s question and 
have a conversation with them. He just 
was the most wonderful person to talk 
to, and so many people in this country 
looked up to him. 

Charlie dedicated his life to the idea 
that the power of our ideas cannot only 
win the day but start a movement. And 
that is exactly what he did. As the 
founder and executive director of the 
nonprofit Turning Point USA, he and 
his team worked to build thousands of 
chapters across the Nation dedicated to 
educating students about the principles 
of freedom, free markets, and limited 
government. 

Charlie inspired millions of young 
Americans to be involved in the future 
of their country and make their voices 
heard. He traveled to college campuses 
around the Nation to share ideas and 
talk about them. 

Charlie was never afraid to have a 
conversation. He didn’t care if you 
agreed or disagreed with his ideas. He 
welcomed the opportunity to respect-
fully and peacefully debate ideas in the 
court of public opinion. 

Unfortunately, Charlie was taken 
from us in a disgusting act of political 
violence on September 10, 2025, but his 
legacy lives on. Charlie will long be re-
membered for his love of God, his fam-
ily and this great Nation and the im-
pact he had on each and every one of 
us. 

We have the opportunity to carry on 
his memory by believing in the power 
of ideas, discussion, and the value of 
our Nation. As we mourn this massive 
loss, let us gather together in our com-
munities and pray for his family and 
our Nation. And let us honor Charlie by 
believing in the power of our ideas to 
win the day and leave this Nation a 
better place. 

I am proud to have the support of 
more than 20 of my colleagues to honor 
Charlie by dedicating his birthday—Oc-
tober 14, 2025—as ‘‘National Day of Re-
membrance for Charlie Kirk.’’ 

I want to thank my Senate col-
leagues for uniting together to honor a 
great American patriot, a leader and 
friend. 

Charlie will be remembered for the 
profound impact he had on our lives 
and our Nation. On October 14, we will 
gather together as a nation and pay 
tribute to his great life. 

Now I will yield the floor to my col-
league from Tennessee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleague from Florida for 
bringing this resolution forward and 
for taking the time to honor a true 
American patriot Charlie Kirk. 

He was a champion for freedom, and 
he was a role model for millions of 
young people across our country. 

As my colleague had mentioned, he 
was a devoted husband to Erika and an 
amazing father to his two children. We 
offer our condolences to his family. 

By adopting my colleague’s resolu-
tion, this Chamber has an opportunity 
to honor the legacy that Charlie is 
leaving. He believed in robust, respect-
ful, bipartisan debate. He encouraged 
you to challenge your own thoughts 
and actions; he encouraged you to 
enter into that debate, to commit to 
leaving this country in better shape 
than you found it; and, of course, al-
ways giving back more than you took. 

We are going to miss him des-
perately. I join many across the coun-
try who are mourning with his family 
and praying that justice will be served. 

I am grateful to have known him per-
sonally, spending hours speaking with 
him at Turning Point USA events and 
watching how Turning Point has 
grown, not only into a nationwide but 
a global movement. He started it when 
he was 18 years old. 

One of the things that always im-
pressed me was how he managed to 
stay in contact, to offer to help to push 
issues forward, and to lend a hand no 
matter how big or small the cause. 

Recently, I appreciated hearing from 
him as I had put some information for-
ward, and he responded immediately on 
what a good idea this was. 

I do want to share just one example 
of his generosity. One of my grandsons 
was such a fan of Charlie, and he want-
ed to start a Turning Point chapter at 
his school. The school didn’t want to 
have that chapter, so my grandson had 
to find another way, which he did. I 
texted Charlie to read him in on the 
situation, to make him aware. He 
jumped in to support my grandson and 
to thank him for the effort. 

My grandson said he really felt like 
Charlie was rooting for him in this sit-
uation, and I think that is the way 
every young person felt when they met 
him. They felt Charlie was on their 
side. He wanted the best for them. He 
wanted to encourage them, to help 
them think critically through issues 
that matter to our country. 

To any young person mourning his 
loss, I encourage you to honor Charlie’s 
memory by continuing to support his 
movement to realize a conservative, 
prosperous United States of America. 

He believed in hard work and smart 
work, so honor him by working hard, 
by working smart, by looking for those 
opportunities to be a leader, to dream 
those big dreams like Charlie did, and 
then find a way to make those dreams 
come true. That is how you honor his 
life and legacy. 

We will not allow his life or legacy to 
be forgotten, and we will not stop 
fighting to eradicate the rot of polit-
ical violence in our Nation that 
claimed his life. 

I yield to my colleague from Ala-
bama. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HAGERTY). The Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to honor my 
friend and true American patriot Char-
lie Kirk. 

Charlie was one of the most influen-
tial people in America. He was an ex-
tremely effective teacher—I repeat, a 
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teacher—of young people. He helped 
educate millions of young Americans 
about patriotism and conservative 
moral values. 

His organization, Turning Point 
USA, is largely credited with President 
Trump’s unprecedented success with 
young voters in this past election. 

But he didn’t just reach out to con-
servative students. He was a champion 
of free speech for everybody. 

Over the past week, I have enjoyed 
seeing many, many, many videos of 
Charlie’s debates with college students 
all over our great country. 

The first thing you notice when you 
watch these videos is how brilliant 
Charlie was. He could beat anyone in a 
debate and, clearly, had a great career 
in front of him. 

But the second thing you notice 
about these debates is how kind Char-
lie was. He never raised his voice. He 
never said anything hateful. If you 
looked up the words ‘‘positive atti-
tude’’ in the dictionary, Charlie Kirk’s 
name would come up. 

I don’t know if I could stay as calm 
as he did while he was talking with 
some of these confused young students, 
to be honest with you. But Charlie al-
ways rose above it and extended grace, 
even to the people he disagreed with 
the most. That was clearly because of 
his Christian faith, which influenced 
everything that Charlie did. He was ex-
tremely outspoken about Christianity, 
and I truly believe this is one of the 
main reasons that he lost his life. 

He was also an incredible, devoted fa-
ther and husband. He talked often 
about how the most meaningful thing 
you can do in life is to get married and 
have kids. What a powerful and much 
needed message for our young people to 
hear. 

There is so much more I could say 
about Charlie, but I think the out-
pouring of love and support after his 
death speaks for itself. If you notice, 
there haven’t been riots this past week. 
Businesses have not been forced to 
board up their windows. Instead, pray-
er vigils have been held for Charlie not 
only across the country but around the 
world. Pews and parking lots were 
overflowing in churches this past Sun-
day. I have seen countless social media 
posts of people saying they purchased 
their Bibles for the first time this week 
because of Charlie. 

When Charlie was asked how he 
wanted to be remembered in an inter-
view earlier this year, he said he want-
ed to be remembered for having cour-
age for his faith. And that is exactly 
how Charlie is being remembered. 

Charlie may have gone home to be 
with the Lord, but his work here on 
Earth won’t stop. 

I am glad to see that Turning Point 
has had more than 54,000 requests for 
new chapters at colleges and high 
schools across the country. 

I have a granddaughter Rosie Gracie, 
and I will absolutely encourage her to 
get involved in Turning Point when she 
is just a little bit older. 

To Charlie’s grieving wife Erika and 
his two beautiful children, we are pray-
ing for you. Just know how grateful we 
are for Charlie’s life and legacy. I will 
continue fighting every day for the val-
ues that Charlie believed in: faith, fam-
ily, and freedom. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORENO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE EN BLOC CON-
SIDERATION IN EXECUTIVE SES-
SION OF CERTAIN NOMINATIONS 
ON THE EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

(The remarks of Mr. LANKFORD per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2859 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. LANKFORD. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I don’t 

normally come to the floor to give 
somewhat lengthy remarks, but today 
I am doing so because of a deep and, 
frankly, rising concern for the future 
of our intelligence community and, in 
turn, the security of the United States. 

For months now, we have watched 
President Trump’s administration, led 
in this arena by his handpicked Direc-
tor of National Intelligence Ms. 
Gabbard, systemically undermine the 
men and women whose mission is to 
keep this country safe. These are pro-
fessionals who serve under Republican 
and Democratic administrations alike. 
They are career officials who put duty 
before politics, who swear an oath not 
to any President but to the Constitu-
tion of the United States. 

Yet as this administration fires and 
denigrates these very men and women, 
as expertise that takes literally dec-
ades to build is being thrown away as 
it conflicts with political talking 
points, as assessments grounded in fact 
are being shelved in favor of conspiracy 
theories, our adversaries are con-
spiring, sharing intelligence and mili-
tary capabilities and strategizing over 
how to weaken the United States while 
advancing a very different authori-
tarian vision for the world. 

At the same time, I fear the integrity 
of our intelligence is being sacrificed 
on the altar of partisan convenience. 

This is not some kind of inside-the- 
beltway turf battle, and it is not an-
other partisan disagreement. I believe 
at stake is something much more fun-
damental: whether America will con-
tinue to have an intelligence commu-
nity free to speak truth to power or 
whether political pressure will blind us 
to the very real threats our Nation 
faces. 

(Mr. BUDD assumed the Chair.) 
History shows us what happens when 

intelligence is ignored, manipulated, or 
kept from those who need it most. In 
1941, the U.S. Navy intercepted commu-
nications showing that Japan was plan-
ning to attack Pearl Harbor. That 
knowledge ended up being of little use 
because it was not communicated to 
the people who could have taken action 
to protect the fleet. The result was the 
devastating surprise that cost thou-
sands of American lives. 

In the aftermath, Congress resolved 
that we could never again afford to be 
blindsided. So in 1947, in a bipartisan 
way, Congress created the Central In-
telligence Agency, the modern Depart-
ment of Defense, and other institutions 
to ensure that unfiltered, unbiased in-
telligence is provided to the President, 
to Congress, and to our military. These 
institutions are meant to protect us 
from surprises and to give policy-
makers the truth, even when it is in-
convenient or uncomfortable. 

Now, for the most part, this system 
has worked, and all of us who work up 
here know it has never been perfect. 
The abuses revealed by the Church 
Committee in the 1970s made clear why 
strong congressional oversight is essen-
tial. That is why the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee was established in 
1976 and our House counterpart the fol-
lowing year. 

Today, while not flawless, these com-
mittees—of which I know the Presiding 
Officer is a member—remain the best 
check we have to ensure that intel-
ligence Agencies uphold American val-
ues and laws and avoid repeating past 
mistakes—and hopefully learning from 
them when they do occur. Even with 
our modern system of congressional 
oversight, we have seen tragic failures. 
Intelligence failed to predict the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. We failed to 
connect the dots before 9/11. And per-
haps most foreboding, in the runup to 
the Iraq war, intelligence was distorted 
to fit policy preferences. Intelligence 
about weapons of mass destruction and 
Saddam Hussein’s ties to al-Qaida were 
inflated and cherry-picked. Analysts 
who even at that time raised doubts 
were ignored. 

The result was a devastating war in 
Iraq, fought under false pretenses, that 
cost literally thousands of American 
servicemembers their lives and limbs. 
But we learned from those failures. 

After the September 11 attacks, Con-
gress placed additional safeguards and 
created a new position: the Director of 
National Intelligence. The objective 
was to better coordinate our intel-
ligence Agencies, to avoid the so-called 
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