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We couldn’t have come this far with-

out the local leaders who have shoul-
dered the weight of the crisis and guid-
ed their communities toward recovery. 
I want to thank all of the county com-
missioners and mayors, county and 
town managers, and local emergency 
management directors in all of the im-
pacted counties who have stood on the 
frontlines of this disaster, never once 
faltering in their commitment to 
serve. 

To the firefighters, law enforcement 
officers, emergency medical personnel, 
churches, and volunteers who answered 
the call in our darkest hours, thank 
you. Your courage saved lives, and 
your sacrifice gave us strength. 

To the people of Western North Caro-
lina—those who have borne the brunt 
of this disaster—it is because of your 
resilience that homes are being rebuilt 
for families to continue making memo-
ries; that students are returning to 
classrooms and are determined to keep 
learning; and that small business own-
ers are reopening their doors against 
all odds. 

It is your unyielding spirit that has 
inspired all of us throughout North 
Carolina and across the Nation. I will 
continue to speak up for you in the 
U.S. Senate and know that your loss 
will never be forgotten. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HAGERTY). The Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR PATIENTS AND 
COMMUNITIES REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2025 
Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to pass into law a lifesaving bi-
partisan legislation that will enable us 
to keep fighting the opioid and 
fentanyl epidemic, an epidemic that 
has destroyed families and devastated 
communities all across our country. 

Our country faces many challenges, 
and I am sure we will continue to de-
bate in the coming weeks how to ad-
dress those, but today we will advance, 
on a bipartisan basis, lifesaving legisla-
tion that we know is working to com-
bat fentanyl. 

New data from earlier this summer 
found that drug overdose deaths 
dropped 27 percent last year, compared 
to the prior year. Since the advent of 
the opioid crisis, we now have a much 
better sense of what works to prevent 
and treat addiction, the resources we 
need to do so, and the light that exists 
on the other end of this terrible tunnel. 
But we can only get there if we keep up 
the fight. 

The SUPPORT Act of 2018, signed 
into law by President Trump during his 
first term, established vital addiction 
treatment infrastructure. Reauthor-
izing this bipartisan law is essential to 
our addiction prevention, treatment, 
and recovery efforts. For example, the 
act includes funding for addiction 
treatment for pregnant women and 
funds for training and equipment to 
help first responders in this fight. 

The original SUPPORT Act passed 
the Senate with 98 votes, and this bi-
partisan reauthorization passed the 
House with 366 votes. 

Now the Senate will send it to the 
President’s desk. 

While we have made progress in this 
fight, we cannot be complacent. While 
there are still too many families and 
communities ravaged by addiction, we 
cannot despair. Nothing less than peo-
ple’s lives depend on us acting. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 2483 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2483) to reauthorize certain 
programs that provide for opioid use disorder 
prevention, treatment, and recovery, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Ms. HASSAN. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2483) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate just passed a major bipartisan 
package to reauthorize the SUPPORT 
Act, and it is headed to President 
Trump’s desk. Today is proof that de-
spite our differences, bipartisan 
progress is possible. 

I am particularly pleased to be here 
with my colleague and chair of the 
HELP Committee Senator CASSIDY, 
who has been instrumental in this fight 
and who will speak in just a moment. 

To our first responders, know that 
training and equipment are coming to 
help make your job easier. 

To our healthcare providers, know 
that resources are coming to help peo-
ple get and stay in recovery. 

To those battling addiction, know 
that support is on the way. 

I am deeply grateful to a number of 
my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle, and I am looking forward to Sen-
ator CASSIDY’s comments just now. I 
am also grateful to Senator SANDERS 
for working with me on getting this 
done as well as the advocates who 
knew we could not give up in this fight. 

This package will save lives, and I 
look forward to continuing to make 
available every tool we have to stop 
fentanyl. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I want 

to start by thanking Senator HASSAN 

so much and Representative BRETT 
GUTHRIE and other colleagues for their 
work to pass the SUPPORT Act. It is 
part of, as a doctor, I would say, a pro- 
patient—we would say pro-family— 
agenda that we wish to deliver for the 
American people. 

About a month and a half ago, Presi-
dent Trump had a signing ceremony for 
the HALT Fentanyl Act at the White 
House. That was my bill, so I was privi-
leged to be there. Behind him were 
families holding the pictures of their 
children who had died from fentanyl 
overdose. Incredibly moving. 

I had a similar ceremony in Baton 
Rouge where, across Louisiana, people 
came and held a picture of their child 
who had died. In one case, the young 
man had a hard time sleeping, and 
somebody at his church gave him a pill 
to take. He took the pill. It was laced 
with fentanyl, and he died of an over-
dose. 

This is an incredibly powerful 
addictant, an incredibly powerful, abil-
ity-to-kill drug. 

The HALT Fentanyl Act is one part 
of it. It gives support to law enforce-
ment as they attempt to combat this 
scourge. 

The SUPPORT Act is supporting 
those who are delivering that primary 
care, that first responder care, that 
care of a family for a loved one who 
might be addicted, that care to the pa-
tient herself or himself. 

Just this morning, I was on a radio 
program with Ted Dumas out of Lou-
isiana. We were talking—as we talked 
about the HALT Fentanyl Act—that 
there is somebody listening to this pro-
gram who is addicted to fentanyl and is 
looking for a way out; there is some 
family member listening who knows 
they have a family member with a 
fentanyl addiction or some other addic-
tion who needs a way out. The SUP-
PORT Act is giving them the tools 
they need to either come out of addic-
tion or to help someone come out of ad-
diction. 

Let me just give a shout-out to Presi-
dent Trump. Since he has taken office, 
we have seen a control of the southern 
border, we have seen the Mexican 
Army going after cartels who have 
been manufacturing and bringing in 
the fentanyl, and we have seen the 
chemical companies in China—which 
Senator HASSAN and I, when we went to 
China last year, specifically asked the 
leadership of China to control. Presi-
dent Trump is going after those chem-
ical companies and after the Govern-
ment of China in order to control those 
chemical companies. 

This is a full-court press our govern-
ment is making. Giving credit to Presi-
dent Trump where credit is due but 
also to the Congress for passing the 
HALT Fentanyl Act and now the SUP-
PORT Act. We are working to control 
this scourge. 

I look forward to this being signed 
into law. I look forward to continuing 
to work with congressional colleagues 
and the President to enact a pro-fam-
ily, pro-patient agenda that addresses 
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this. I look forward to people coming 
out of addiction. One death from over-
dose is one death too many. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

TUBERVILLE). The Senator from Flor-
ida. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 14, 
2025, AS THE ‘‘NATIONAL DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE FOR CHARLIE 
KIRK’’ 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
as if in legislative session and notwith-
standing rule XXII, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of S. Res. 403, which was 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 403) expressing sup-
port for the designation of October 14, 2025, 
as the ‘‘National Day of Remembrance for 
Charlie Kirk’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I know of no 
further debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the question is on 
adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 403) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the preamble be 
agreed to and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
like most Americans, my wife Ann and 
I are completely heartbroken by the 
tragic loss of our friend and fellow pa-
triot Charlie Kirk in a despicable, tar-
geted assassination. 

This is a devastating loss for his wife 
Erika and their two precious kids and 
the millions, including myself, who felt 
the impact of Charlie’s work and were 
inspired by his devotion to God and his 
beliefs. 

Charlie was a good man, a devout 
husband, father, and friend. His life 
was shaped by his faith and idea that 
in America, debate and discussion are 
crucial to the betterment of our coun-
try. He believed in God, the American 
dream, the value of family, and the 
principles of our great Nation. 

I talked to Charlie pretty much every 
week. I did his shows often. I did his 
show 2 days before the assassination. 
We talked about that he was going to 
be going to another college to visit. I 

have gone to colleges to visit, and it is 
uplifting. But Charlie would go, and he 
would take anybody’s question and 
have a conversation with them. He just 
was the most wonderful person to talk 
to, and so many people in this country 
looked up to him. 

Charlie dedicated his life to the idea 
that the power of our ideas cannot only 
win the day but start a movement. And 
that is exactly what he did. As the 
founder and executive director of the 
nonprofit Turning Point USA, he and 
his team worked to build thousands of 
chapters across the Nation dedicated to 
educating students about the principles 
of freedom, free markets, and limited 
government. 

Charlie inspired millions of young 
Americans to be involved in the future 
of their country and make their voices 
heard. He traveled to college campuses 
around the Nation to share ideas and 
talk about them. 

Charlie was never afraid to have a 
conversation. He didn’t care if you 
agreed or disagreed with his ideas. He 
welcomed the opportunity to respect-
fully and peacefully debate ideas in the 
court of public opinion. 

Unfortunately, Charlie was taken 
from us in a disgusting act of political 
violence on September 10, 2025, but his 
legacy lives on. Charlie will long be re-
membered for his love of God, his fam-
ily and this great Nation and the im-
pact he had on each and every one of 
us. 

We have the opportunity to carry on 
his memory by believing in the power 
of ideas, discussion, and the value of 
our Nation. As we mourn this massive 
loss, let us gather together in our com-
munities and pray for his family and 
our Nation. And let us honor Charlie by 
believing in the power of our ideas to 
win the day and leave this Nation a 
better place. 

I am proud to have the support of 
more than 20 of my colleagues to honor 
Charlie by dedicating his birthday—Oc-
tober 14, 2025—as ‘‘National Day of Re-
membrance for Charlie Kirk.’’ 

I want to thank my Senate col-
leagues for uniting together to honor a 
great American patriot, a leader and 
friend. 

Charlie will be remembered for the 
profound impact he had on our lives 
and our Nation. On October 14, we will 
gather together as a nation and pay 
tribute to his great life. 

Now I will yield the floor to my col-
league from Tennessee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleague from Florida for 
bringing this resolution forward and 
for taking the time to honor a true 
American patriot Charlie Kirk. 

He was a champion for freedom, and 
he was a role model for millions of 
young people across our country. 

As my colleague had mentioned, he 
was a devoted husband to Erika and an 
amazing father to his two children. We 
offer our condolences to his family. 

By adopting my colleague’s resolu-
tion, this Chamber has an opportunity 
to honor the legacy that Charlie is 
leaving. He believed in robust, respect-
ful, bipartisan debate. He encouraged 
you to challenge your own thoughts 
and actions; he encouraged you to 
enter into that debate, to commit to 
leaving this country in better shape 
than you found it; and, of course, al-
ways giving back more than you took. 

We are going to miss him des-
perately. I join many across the coun-
try who are mourning with his family 
and praying that justice will be served. 

I am grateful to have known him per-
sonally, spending hours speaking with 
him at Turning Point USA events and 
watching how Turning Point has 
grown, not only into a nationwide but 
a global movement. He started it when 
he was 18 years old. 

One of the things that always im-
pressed me was how he managed to 
stay in contact, to offer to help to push 
issues forward, and to lend a hand no 
matter how big or small the cause. 

Recently, I appreciated hearing from 
him as I had put some information for-
ward, and he responded immediately on 
what a good idea this was. 

I do want to share just one example 
of his generosity. One of my grandsons 
was such a fan of Charlie, and he want-
ed to start a Turning Point chapter at 
his school. The school didn’t want to 
have that chapter, so my grandson had 
to find another way, which he did. I 
texted Charlie to read him in on the 
situation, to make him aware. He 
jumped in to support my grandson and 
to thank him for the effort. 

My grandson said he really felt like 
Charlie was rooting for him in this sit-
uation, and I think that is the way 
every young person felt when they met 
him. They felt Charlie was on their 
side. He wanted the best for them. He 
wanted to encourage them, to help 
them think critically through issues 
that matter to our country. 

To any young person mourning his 
loss, I encourage you to honor Charlie’s 
memory by continuing to support his 
movement to realize a conservative, 
prosperous United States of America. 

He believed in hard work and smart 
work, so honor him by working hard, 
by working smart, by looking for those 
opportunities to be a leader, to dream 
those big dreams like Charlie did, and 
then find a way to make those dreams 
come true. That is how you honor his 
life and legacy. 

We will not allow his life or legacy to 
be forgotten, and we will not stop 
fighting to eradicate the rot of polit-
ical violence in our Nation that 
claimed his life. 

I yield to my colleague from Ala-
bama. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HAGERTY). The Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to honor my 
friend and true American patriot Char-
lie Kirk. 

Charlie was one of the most influen-
tial people in America. He was an ex-
tremely effective teacher—I repeat, a 
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