September 17, 2025

Whereas the unemployment rate in the
United States is highest among those with-
out a high school diploma or an equivalent
credential, demonstrating that education is
essential for economic recovery;

Whereas the educational skills of the par-
ents of a child and the practice of reading to
a child have a direct impact on the edu-
cational success of the child;

Whereas parental involvement in the edu-
cation of a child is a key predictor of the
success of a child, and the level of parental
involvement in the education of a child in-
creases as the educational level of the parent
increases;

Whereas parents who participate in family
literacy programs become more involved in
the education of their children and gain the
tools necessary to obtain a job or find better
employment;

Whereas, as a result of family literacy pro-
grams, the lives of children become more
stable and the success of children in the
classroom and in future endeavors becomes
more likely;

Whereas adults need to be part of a long-
term solution to the educational challenges
faced by the people of the United States;

Whereas many older individuals in the
United States lack the reading, numeracy, or
English-language skills necessary to read a
prescription and follow medical instructions,
which endangers the lives of older individ-
uals and the lives of their loved ones;

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills necessary to
obtain and retain employment, to continue
their education, or to participate in job
training and career development programs;

Whereas many high school dropouts do not
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical
training, or obtain work that provides a liv-
ing wage;

Whereas a large portion of individuals in
prison have low educational skills, and indi-
viduals without educational skills are more
likely to return to prison once released;

Whereas many immigrants in the United
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and

Whereas National Adult Education and
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to
ensure that each individual in the United
States has the literacy, numeracy, and dig-
ital skills necessary to succeed at home, at
work, and in society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
September 14 through 20, 2025, as ‘‘National
Adult Education and Family Literacy
Week”, to raise public awareness about the
importance of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs that assist indi-
viduals in need of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy programs;

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy
programs; and

(4) calls on public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to
ensure a fully literate society.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3899. Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 3748
proposed by Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
REED) to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for military ac-
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tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3900. Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr.
CURTIS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3899. Mr. GRAHAM (for himself
and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of section 6211 of division E, in-
sert the following:

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
every 180 days thereafter for the following 4
years, the President or his designee shall
submit to Congress an unclassified report,
with a classified annex if necessary, that cer-
tifies whether the Government of Syria—

(1) has committed itself to the goal of
eliminating the threat posed by ISIS and
other terrorist groups and has worked in
partnership with the United States to join as
a member of the Global Coalition To Defeat
ISIS;

(2) is making progress in providing secu-
rity for religious and ethnic minorities in
Syria and includes representation from reli-
gious and ethnic minorities in the govern-
ment;

(3) is not taking unilateral, unprovoked
military action against its neighbors, includ-
ing the State of Israel, and continues to
make progress towards international secu-
rity agreements, as appropriate;

(4) is not knowingly financing, assisting
(monetarily or through weapons transfers),
or harboring individuals or groups (including
foreign terrorist organizations and specially
designated global terrorists) that are harm-
ful to the national security of the United
States or allies and partners of the United
States in the region;

(5) has removed, or has taken steps to re-
move, foreign fighters from senior roles in
the Government of Syria, including those in
the state and security institutions of Syria;
and

(6) is in the process of investigating and
has committed to prosecuting those that
have committed serious abuses of inter-
nationally recognized human rights since
December 8, 2024, including those responsible
for the massacre of religious minorities.

(c) NOTIFICATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF
SYRIA.—The President or his designee shall
inform the Government of Syria of the find-
ings of the report required under subsection
(b).

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON REIMPOSITION OF
SANCTIONS.—If the President or his designee
is unable to make an affirmative certifi-
cation under subsection (b) for two consecu-
tive reporting periods, it is the sense of Con-
gress that sanctions under the Caesar Syria
Civilian Protection Act of 2019 (title LXXIV
of division F of Public Law 116-92; 22 U.S.C.
8791 note) should be reimposed and remain in
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effect until the President or his designee
makes an affirmative certification under
subsection (b).

SA 3900. Mr. KELLY (for himself and
Mr. CURTIS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 330. DEPOT-LEVEL MAINTENANCE COORDI-
NATION IN MULTINATIONAL EXER-
CISES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each year, the Secretary
of the Air Force shall incorporate in at least
one multinational exercise conducted in the
area of operations of the United States Indo-
Pacific Command—

(1) depot-level maintenance, repair, and
sustainment considerations, including bina-
tional or multinational planning sessions
with covered nations on—

(A) identifying opportunities to cooperate
on depot-level maintenance and repair in
ways that minimize transportation require-
ments in such area of operations and deter-
mining the authorities necessary to deliver
necessary joint capabilities;

(B) facilitating real-time coordination be-
tween the United States and covered nations
to maintain munitions stock levels and re-
supply routes in such area of operations;

(C) mutual recognition of airworthiness
and maintenance certification between the
United States and covered nations; and

(D) emergency tabletop exercises, such as
when an aircraft of a covered nation breaks
down in United States territory, and vice
versa, in a contested logistics environment.

(2) coordination with the Air Force
Sustainment Center, including the participa-
tion of representatives of—

(A) the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand;

(B) the United States Pacific Air Forces;

(C) the United States Air Mobility Com-
mand; and

(D) the Air Force Sustainment Center.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit
to Congress a report summarizing the les-
sons learned from carrying out an exercise in
accordance with subsection (a) with respect
to the Republic of Korea and the Common-
wealth of Australia.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A list of candidate systems for co-
sustainment with the Republic of Korea and
the Commonwealth of Australia.

(B) A list of depot-level repair workload
opportunities to undertake with the Repub-
lic of Korea and the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, including testing equipment or line
replaceable units.

(C) Opportunities to incorporate Korean
and Australian industry partners in depot-
level maintenance repair activities, includ-
ing through public-private partnerships.

(D) An identification of any potential
logistical challenges that could arise with
the host country, including with respect to
workforce, housing, and location of work-
load.

(E) An identification of any potential im-
pediments involving intellectual property or
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data rights between original equipment man-
ufacturers and the Department of the Air
Force or between the Department of the Air
Force and the Republic of Korea or the Com-
monwealth of Australia.

(F') An identification of any potential im-
pediments related to International Traffic in
Arms Regulations and related statutes.

(G) Any additional recommendations to
Congress that would ease the facilitation of
depot-level maintenance repair partnerships
with the Republic of Korea and the Common-
wealth of Australia, including changes to ex-
isting status of forces agreements.

(H) An analysis of current maintenance
and repair capabilities and gaps in the or-
ganic industrial base of the Republic of
Korea and the Commonwealth of Australia.

(I) An assessment of the types of mainte-
nance and repair activities (including depot-
level, preventative, and corrective) that may
be most appropriate for a partnership with
the Republic of Korea or the Commonwealth
of Australia.

(J) An assessment of how any such partner-
ship may contribute to allied contingency
operations, interoperability, and regional
posture resilience in the Indo-Pacific region.

(K) A consideration of planning factors re-
lated to the evolving force generation mod-
els of the Air Force, future-generation air-
craft programs, deployment schedules, statu-
tory maintenance thresholds, and other rel-
evant operational requirements.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED NATION DEFINED.—The term
‘“‘covered nation” means any of the fol-
lowing:

(A) The Commonwealth of Australia.

(B) Canada.

(C) Japan.

(D) New Zealand.

(E) The Republic of Korea.

(F) The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

(G) Any other nation as designated as a
covered nation for the purposes of this sec-
tion by the Secretary of the Air Force.

(2) INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN ARMS REGU-
LATIONS.—The term ‘‘International Traffic in
Arms Regulations’” means subchapter M of
chapter I of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations).

———

NOTICES OF INTENT TO NOT
OBJECT

I, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, do not
object to the consideration of Brian
Morrissey, Jr., of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel for the Department of the
Treasury, dated September 17, 2025.

I, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, do not
object to the consideration of Francis
Brooke, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury, dated Sep-
tember 17, 2025.

I, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, do not
object to the consideration of Jonathan
McKernan, of Tennessee, to be an
Under Secretary of the Treasury, dated
September 17, 2025.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, I have
12 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
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ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at 10
a.m.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, September 17,
2025, at 10:10 a.m., to conduct a sub-
committee hearing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at 9:50
a.m., to conduct a business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, at 9:15 a.m., to conduct
a business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, September 17,
2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, at 10:15 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, at 4 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct
a hearing.
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 17, 2025, at 3 p.m., to
conduct a closed briefing.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 14 THROUGH 20, 2025, AS
NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK
Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate

proceed to the consideration of S. Res.

400, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 400) expressing sup-
port for designation of the week of Sep-
tember 14 through 20, 2025, as ‘‘National
Adult Education and Family Literacy
Week”.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MORENO. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in recess until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, September 18; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; further, fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the nominations en
bloc pursuant to S. Res. 377; finally,
that all time during recess and leader
remarks count postcloture on the
nominations en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

400) was

ORDER FOR RECESS
Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand in recess
under the previous order, following the
remarks of my Democratic colleagues.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The Senator from Wisconsin.

———

HEALTHCARE

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, folks
in this Chamber may know this, but
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