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(2) agrees with the stance of the American
Academy of Pediatrics and other profes-
sional medical organizations in strongly rec-
ommending immunization as the safest and
most cost-effective way of preventing dis-
ease, disability, and death;

(3) condemns States taking steps to weak-
en school immunization requirements, put-
ting children and vulnerable individuals at
serious risk;

(4) strongly opposes the anti-vaccine poli-
cies proposed by the State of Florida in Sep-
tember 2025;

(5) condemns the misguided policies of Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services Robert
F. Kennedy, Jr. that are based on anti-vac-
cine conspiracy theories and have resulted in
confusion, fear, and lack of vaccine access
for American families;

(6) opposes the politicization of the Advi-
sory Committee on Immunization Practices
of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and calls for a return to relying on
unbiased and qualified medical professionals;

(7) affirms that vaccines, including for
COVID-19, should remain accessible, includ-
ing through insurance coverage, and that the
government should not mandate policies
that make COVID-19 vaccines unavailable
for those who want them; and

(8) expresses the sense of the Senate that
vaccines—

(A) are critical to protecting public health,
eliminating preventable illness and death,
and reducing hospitalization and severity of
illness;

(B) work best when adopted at a high rate
within each community; and

(C) should remain easily accessible and af-
fordable, without restriction.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 390—DESIG-

NATING SEPTEMBER 2025 AS
“NATIONAL VOTING RIGHTS
MONTH”

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.

FETTERMAN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KING,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. BENNET, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
CoONS, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. WELCH,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. ALSOBROOKS,
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, and
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:
S. RES. 390

Whereas voting is 1 of the single most im-
portant rights that can be exercised in a de-
mocracy;

Whereas, over the course of history, var-
ious voter suppression laws in the United
States have hindered, and even prohibited,
certain individuals and groups from exer-
cising the right to vote;

Whereas, during the 19th and early 20th
centuries, Native Americans and people who
were born to United States citizens abroad,
people who spoke a language other than
English, and people who were formerly sub-
jected to slavery were denied full citizenship
and prevented from voting by English lit-
eracy tests;

Whereas, since the 1870s, minority groups
such as Black Americans in the South have
suffered from the oppressive effects of Jim
Crow laws that were designed to prevent po-
litical, economic, and social mobility;

Whereas Black Americans, Latinos, Asian
Americans, Native Americans, and other
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underrepresented voters were subject to vio-
lence, poll taxes, literacy tests, all-White
primaries, property ownership tests, and
grandfather clauses that were designed to
suppress the right of those underrepresented
individuals to vote;

Whereas, as of 2024, 4,000,000 people in the
United States were disenfranchised from vot-
ing because of a felony conviction, including
1 in 16 Black adults, due to the shameful en-
tanglement of racial injustice in the crimi-
nal legal system and voting access in the
United States;

Whereas members of the aforementioned
groups and others are currently, in some
cases, subject to intimidation, voter roll
purges, and financial barriers that act effec-
tively as modern-day poll taxes;

Whereas, in 1965, Congress passed the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.)
to protect the right of Black Americans and
other traditionally disenfranchised groups to
vote, among other reasons;

Whereas, in 2013, in the landmark case of
Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013),
the Supreme Court of the United States in-
validated section 4 of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10303), dismantling the
preclearance formula provision in that Act
that protected voters in States and localities
that historically have suppressed the right of
minorities to vote;

Whereas, since the invalidation of the
preclearance formula provision of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.),
gerrymandered districts in many States have
gone unchallenged and have become less
likely to be invalidated by the courts;

Whereas gerrymandered districts in many
States have been found to have a discrimina-
tory impact on traditionally disenfranchised
minorities through tactics that include
‘‘cracking”’, diluting the voting power of mi-
norities across many districts, and ‘‘pack-
ing’’, concentrating the power of minority
voters into 1 district to reduce their voting
power in other districts;

Whereas the courts have found the con-
gressional and, in some cases, State legisla-
tive district maps in Texas, North Carolina,
Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Wisconsin, Ala-
bama, and Louisiana to be gerrymandered
districts that were created to favor some
groups over others;

Whereas, despite courts finding some State
legislative district maps to be gerry-
mandered, Republican-controlled State legis-
latures in 2025 are actively working to fur-
ther gerrymandering before future elections
are held;

Whereas these restrictive voting laws en-
compass cutbacks in early voting, voter roll
purges, placement of faulty equipment in mi-
nority communities, requirement of photo
identification, and the elimination of same-
day registration;

Whereas these policies could outright dis-
enfranchise or make voting much more dif-
ficult for more than 80,000,000 minority, el-
derly, poor, and disabled voters, among other
groups;

Whereas, in 2016, discriminatory laws in
North Carolina, Wisconsin, North Dakota,
and Texas were ruled to violate the rights of
voters and were overturned by the courts;

Whereas the decision of the Supreme Court
of the United States in Shelby County v.
Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013), calls on Congress
to update the formula in the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.);

Whereas addressing the challenges of ad-
ministering future elections requires in-
creasing the accessibility of vote-by-mail
and other limited-contact options to ensure
access to the ballot and the protection of the
health and safety of voters, and access to the
ballot amid a global pandemic like the
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Coronavirus Disease 2019 public health emer-
gency,

Whereas Congress must work to combat
any attempts to dismantle or underfund the
United States Postal Service or obstruct the
passage of the mail as blatant tactics of
voter suppression and election interference;

Whereas following the 2020 elections there
has been a relentless attack on the right to
vote with more than 400 bills having been in-
troduced to roll back the right to vote, in-
cluding such bills being introduced in almost
every State and at least 44 of such bills hav-
ing been signed into law in 18 States;

Whereas the Trump administration has re-
peatedly attempted to restrict voter reg-
istration and access to the ballot, including
vote-by-mail, for eligible citizens of the
United States;

Whereas there is much more work to be
done to ensure all citizens of the United
States have the right to vote through free,
fair, and accessible elections, and Congress
must exercise its constitutional authority to
protect the right to vote;

Whereas National Voter Registration Day
in 2025 is Tuesday, September 16; and

Whereas September 2025 would be an appro-
priate month—

(1) to designate as ‘‘National Voting Rights
Month’’; and

(2) to ensure that, through the registration
of voters and awareness of elections, the de-
mocracy of the United States includes all
citizens of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2025 as ‘‘National
Voting Rights Month’’;

(2) encourages all people in the United
States to uphold the right of every citizen to
exercise the sacred and fundamental right to
vote;

(3) encourages Congress to pass—

(A) the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act of 2025 (S. 25623, H. R. 14, 119th
Congress), to strengthen protections for vot-
ers by restoring and modernizing key protec-
tions in the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52
U.S.C. 10301 et seq.) to prevent discrimina-
tory gerrymandering and to ensure minority
voting rights are safeguarded; and

(B) other voting rights legislation that
seeks to advance voting rights and protect
elections in the United States;

(4) recommends that public schools and
universities in the United States develop an
academic curriculum that educates students
about—

(A) the importance of voting, how to reg-
ister to vote, where to vote, and the different
forms of voting;

(B) the history of voter suppression in the
United States before and after passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et
seq.); and

(C) current measures that have been taken
to restrict the vote;

(5) expresses appreciation for the United
States Postal Service having issued a special
Representative John R. Lewis stamp—

(A) to honor the life and legacy of Rep-
resentative John R. Lewis in supporting vot-
ing rights; and

(B) to remind people in the United States
that ordinary citizens risked their lives,
marched, and participated in the great de-
mocracy of the United States so that all citi-
zens would have the fundamental right to
vote; and

(6) invites Congress to allocate the req-
uisite funds for public service announce-
ments on television, radio, newspapers, mag-
azines, social media, billboards, buses, and
other forms of media—

(A) to remind people in the United States
when elections are being held;
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(B) to share important registration dead-
lines; and
(C) to urge people to get out and vote.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  391—CON-
DEMNING THE ASSASSINATION
OF CHARLIE KIRK AND HON-
ORING HIS LIFE AND LEGACY

Mr. MORENO (for Mr. LEE (for him-
self, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. BANKS, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. BuDD, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
CAsSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
CoTTON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CRrUZ, Mr. DAINES, Ms. ERNST, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. HUSTED, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr.
MARSHALL, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
MCCORMICK, Mrs. MooDY, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. MORENO, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. PAUL, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr.
RIscH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr.
ScorT of Florida, Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. KELLY, and Mr. GALLEGO)) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 391

Whereas Charlie Kirk was horrifically as-
sassinated on September 10, 2025, at Utah
Valley University while speaking to a large
group of college students;

Whereas Charlie Kirk was a devoted hus-
band, father, and Christian;

Whereas, in 2012, Charlie Kirk founded
Turning Point USA, a conservative campus
advocacy group that quickly became one of
the fastest growing college campus chapter
organizations in the country; and

Whereas Charlie Kirk frequently engaged
college students of all political backgrounds
in open debates and discussion, encouraging
civil discourse on college campuses and
among college students: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the assassination of Charlie
Kirk in the strongest possible terms;

(2) extends its deepest condolences and
sympathies to Charlie Kirk’s family, includ-
ing his wife, Erika, and their two young chil-
dren; and

(3) honors Charlie Kirk’s commitment to
the constitutional principles of civil discus-
sion and debate between all people of the
United States, regardless of political affili-
ation.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 392—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF NOVEMBER 16,
2025, AS ‘“NATIONAL WARRIOR
CALL DAY” AND RECOGNIZING
THE IMPORTANCE OF CON-
NECTING MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES AND VETERANS
IN THE UNITED STATES TO SUP-
PORT STRUCTURES NECESSARY
TO TRANSITION FROM THE BAT-
TLEFIELD, ESPECIALLY PEER-
TO-PEER CONNECTION

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KING, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Ms. WARREN, Mr. SUL-
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LIVAN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. RICKETTS, Ms. ROSEN,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. KELLY, Mr. GALLEGO,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. SCHMITT, and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 392

Whereas establishing an annual ‘‘National
Warrior Call Day’ will draw attention to the
members of the Armed Forces and veterans
in the United States whose connection to
one another is key to supporting those mem-
bers and veterans who may be dangerously
disconnected from family, friends, and sup-
port systems;

Whereas the number of suicides of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces was 523 in 2023, 363
of whom were on active duty;

Whereas in 2023, the overall rate of suicide
deaths per 100,000 members of the Armed
Forces reached 25.6;

Whereas in 2022, there were 6,407 suicide
deaths among veterans, a slight increase
from 6,404 suicide deaths in 2021;

Whereas the rate of suicide among vet-
erans, not adjusted for sex or age, in 2022 was
34.7 per 100,000;

Whereas, after adjusting for sex and age,
the rate of veteran suicide in 2022 was nearly
10.5 percent more than the rate of suicide in
non-veteran adults;

Whereas the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs found in its 2024 National Veteran Sui-
cide Prevention Annual Report that in 2022,
‘““‘Suicide was the 2nd-leading cause of death
for Veterans under age 45-years-old.”’;

Whereas many of the veterans who die by
suicide have had no known contact with the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

Whereas a myriad of factors leads to in-
creased isolation and disconnection, further
exacerbating mental and physical ailments
such as post-traumatic stress disorder, trau-
matic brain injury, anxiety, and depression;

Whereas invisible wounds linked to an un-
derlying and undiagnosed traumatic brain
injury can present as or exacerbate a mental
health condition, a problem that can be ad-
dressed through appropriate medical treat-
ment;

Whereas additional research is needed to
establish traumatic brain injury as a root
cause of invisible wounds and suicide by
members of the Armed Forces and veterans;
and

Whereas November 16, 2025, would be an ap-
propriate day to designate as ‘‘National War-
rior Call Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of November
16, 2025, as ‘‘National Warrior Call Day’’;

(2) encourages all individuals in the United
States, especially members of the Armed
Forces serving on active duty and veterans,
to call a warrior, have an honest conversa-
tion, and connect them with support, under-
standing that making a warrior call could
reduce isolation and potentially save a life;
and

(3) implores all individuals in the United
States to recommit themselves to engaging
with members of the Armed Forces and vet-
erans through ‘‘National Warrior Call Day”’
and other constructive efforts that result in
solutions and treatment for the invisible
scars that can afflict veterans and members
of the Armed Forces.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 393—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 25, 2025, AS
“NATIONAL LOBSTER DAY”

Mr. KING (for himself, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. REED, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
ScorT of Florida, and Mr. MARKEY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 393

Whereas lobstering has served as an eco-
nomic engine and family tradition in the
United States for centuries;

Whereas thousands of families in the
United States make their livelihoods from
catching, processing, or serving lobsters;

Whereas lobster is a prized and versatile
seafood delicacy, celebrated for its unique
flavor, tender texture, and ability to enhance
a diverse range of culinary creations, from
classic dishes to innovative new recipes;

Whereas the lobster industry employs peo-
ple of all ages year-round, and many har-
vesters begin fishing as children and stay in
the industry for their entire working lives;

Whereas the lobster industry has spear-
headed sustainability measures for more
than 150 years, ensuring the health of the
lobster stock and the marine environment;

Whereas consumers are looking to add
more sustainable seafood to their diets, and
more people are enjoying lobster at home;

Whereas historical lore notes that lobster
likely joined turkey on the table at the very
first Thanksgiving feast in 1621, and lobster
continues to be a mainstay during many
other holiday traditions;

Whereas lobster harvesters are evolving
and diversifying their businesses to help
maintain the health of the ocean, including
through kelp farming, which absorbs carbon
dioxide from seawater;

Whereas throughout history, Presidents of
the United States have served lobster at
their inaugural celebrations and state din-
ners with international leaders;

Whereas lobster is a versatile source of
lean protein that is low in saturated fat and
high in vitamin B12;

Whereas lobster is rich in omega-3 fatty
acids, which are essential for heart health
and preventing heart disease, lowering blood
pressure, and improving the overall function
of blood vessels;

Whereas the peak of the lobstering season
in the United States occurs in late summer;

Whereas the Unicode Consortium added a
lobster to its emoji set in 2018 in recognition
of the popularity of the species around the
world;

Whereas lobsters have inspired artists in
the United States and throughout the world
for hundreds of years;

Whereas lobsters have been, and continue
to be, used as mascots for sports teams;

Whereas lobster inspires innovation of all
kinds beyond the culinary realm, including
skincare, fertilizer, robotics, and biodegrad-
able golf balls;

Whereas countless people in the United
States enjoy lobster rolls, grilled lobster
tails, and lobster bakes to celebrate summer,
from beaches to backyards and from fine-
dining restaurants to lobster shacks;

Whereas lobster is a cornerstone of New
England’s cultural identity, serving as a
major tourist attraction and boost to the re-
gion’s economy; and

Whereas lobster is a staple on the menus of
beloved restaurants across the TUnited
States, and in kitchens across the United
States, bringing families and friends to-
gether: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 25, 2025, as ‘‘Na-
tional Lobster Day’’; and
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