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BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KiM, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
SCHIFF, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 2822. A bill to improve voter access to
ballot box through automatic voter registra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. CooNs, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. GALLEGO,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HiroNO, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KiMm, Ms.

KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. REED, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. WELCH, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 2823. A bill to provide paid family and
medical leave benefits to certain individuals,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 2824. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the temporary
enhanced premium credits; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
BOOKER, and Mr. PADILLA):

S. 2825. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to award grants
to faith- or community-based organizations
to address persistent health inequities and
chronic disease challenges; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. PAUL,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
SCHUMER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KING, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WELCH, Mr. COONS,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. WYDEN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S.J. Res. 77. A joint resolution terminating
the national emergency declared to impose
duties on articles imported from Canada; to
the Committee on Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
ALSOBROOKS, and Mr. REED):

S. Res. 389. A resolution condemning the
extreme anti-vaccine policies of Secretary of
Health and Human Services Robert F. Ken-
nedy, Jr., strongly opposing the policies of
the State of Florida that roll back immuni-
zation requirements, and expressing the
sense of the Senate that vaccines are critical
to protecting public health, eliminating pre-
ventable illness and death, and reducing hos-
pitalizations and severity of illness, work
best when adopted at a high level within
each community, and must be made avail-
able to the public; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KING,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. BENNET, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
COONS, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. WELCH,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Ms.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ALSOBROOKS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms.

BLUNT ROCHESTER):

S. Res. 390. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2025 as ‘‘National Voting Rights
Month”’; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MORENO (for Mr. LEE (for
himself, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. BANKS, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
BOOZMAN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. BUDD, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. CrAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
DAINES, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. HUSTED, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. LuMMIS, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. McCONNELL, Mr. McCOR-
MICK, Mrs. MooDY, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
MORENO, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. PAUL, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr.
RiscH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. SCOTT of South
Carolina, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. KELLY, and Mr. GALLEGO)):

S. Res. 391. A resolution condemning the
assassination of Charlie Kirk and honoring
his life and legacy; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr.
COTTON, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KING, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Ms. WARREN, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. RICKETTS,
Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
BALDWIN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
SCHMITT, and Mr. ScoTT of Florida):

S. Res. 392. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of November 16, 2025, as
‘““National Warrior Call Day’’ and recognizing
the importance of connecting members of
the Armed Forces and veterans in the United
States to support structures necessary to
transition from the battlefield, especially
peer-to-peer connection; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. KING (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. REED, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. ScoTT of Florida,
and Mr. MARKEY):

S. Res. 393. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 25, 2025, as ‘‘National Lobster Day’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HIrRONO, Mr. JUSTICE, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. KING, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN

HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
HUSTED, Mr. WICKER, and Ms. COL-
LINS):

S. Res. 394. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2025 as ‘‘National Literacy Month’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself,
PADILLA, Mr. RISCH, and Mr.
NYN):

S. Res. 395. A resolution recognizing and

supporting the goals and ideals of National

Mr.
COR-

Forensic Science Week; considered and
agreed to.
By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER):

S. Res. 396. A resolution condemning the
tragic act of violence on September 10, 2025,
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in Evergreen, Colorado, recognizing the vic-
tims, survivors, and responders, and express-
ing condolences and support to their families
and their communities; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 142
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 142, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to wildland fire-
fighters in recognition of their
strength, resiliency, sacrifice, and
service to protect the forests, grass-
lands, and communities of the United
States, and for other purposes.
S. 186
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mrs.
MooDY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
186, a bill to prohibit taxpayer funded
abortions.
S. 275
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 275, a bill to improve the
provision of care and services under the
Veterans Community Care Program of
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
S. 599
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 599, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the mileage
rate offered by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs through their Beneficiary
Travel program for health related trav-
el, and for other purposes.
S. 602
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 602, a bill to amend the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and
Trade Act of 1990 to support research
and development of ungulate grazing
land management techniques for pur-
poses of wildfire mitigation, fuel reduc-
tion, and post-fire recovery.
S. 723
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 723, a bill to require the
Bureau of Indian Affairs to process and
complete all mortgage packages associ-
ated with residential and business
mortgages on Indian land by certain
deadlines, and for other purposes.
S. 75
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
775, a bill to amend the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 to prohibit the
slaughter of equines for human con-
sumption.
S. 1221
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mrs. MooDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1221, a bill to prohibit
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contracting with persons that have
business operations with the Maduro
regime, and for other purposes.
S. 1532
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
ScoTT) were added as cosponsors of S.
1532, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the rail-
road track maintenance credit.
S. 1547
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1547, a bill to amend
title 54, United States Code, to reau-
thorize the National Parks and Public
Land Legacy Restoration Fund, and for
other purposes.
S. 1696
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1696, a bill to prohibit the
Administrator of the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration from
issuing a rule or promulgating a regu-
lation requiring certain commercial
motor vehicles to be equipped with
speed limiting devices, and for other
purposes.
S. 1711
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
GALLEGO) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1711, a bill to address national secu-
rity risks and prohibit the use of Fed-
eral funds for the procurement of cer-
tain vehicles and vehicle technologies
produced or provided by entities based
in certain countries, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1726
At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE,
the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 1726, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to clarify
that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs definition of ‘‘medical services”
includes medically necessary auto-
mobile adaptations, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1808
At the request of Mr. MCCORMICK, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
MORENO) and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. KiMm) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1808, a bill to permit a reg-
istered investment company to omit
certain fees from the calculation of ac-
quired fund fees and expenses, and for
other purposes.
S. 1838
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1838, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to authorize the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to carry out a pro-
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gram of research, training, and inves-
tigation related to Down syndrome,
and for other purposes.
S. 2019
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSsSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2019, a bill to establish a Task Force
for Recognizing and Averting Payment
Scams, and for other purposes.
S. 2130
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2130, a bill to make improvements
to the AUKUS partnership, and for
other purposes.
S. 2155
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. SCHIFF) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 21565, a bill to ensure greater ac-
countability by licensed firearms deal-
ers.
S. 2438
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the names of the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2438, a bill to assist em-
ployers providing employment under
special certificates issued under sec-
tion 14(c) of the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938 in transforming their busi-
ness and program models to models
that support people with disabilities
through competitive integrated em-
ployment, to phase out the use of such
special certificates, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2452
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2452, a bill to amend
the Indian Law Enforcement Reform
Act to provide for advancements in
public safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes.
S. 2647
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2647, a bill to
reauthorize the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000, and for other
purposes.
S. 2667
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-

land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) and the
Senator from Colorado (Mr.

HICKENLOOPER) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2667, a bill to prevent vio-
lence in the West Bank and authorize
the imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to any foreign person endan-
gering United States national security
and undermining prospects for a two-
state solution by committing illegal
violent acts.
S. 2122

At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the

name of the Senator from North Caro-
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lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2722, a bill to promote the en-
ergy security of Taiwan, and for other
purposes.
S. 2755
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2755, a bill to provide that
no Federal funds may be obligated or
expended to award a grant or contract
to an institution of higher education
for the specific purposes of conducting
fundamental research in collaboration
with a covered entity.
S. 2763
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2763, a bill to amend title II of the
Social Security Act to permanently ap-
propriate funding for the administra-
tive expenses of the Social Security
Administration, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2764
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2764, a bill to require disclosure of
the total amount of interest that
would be paid over the life of a loan for
certain Federal student loans.
S. 2777
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 2777, a bill to
exempt small business concerns from
duties imposed pursuant to the na-
tional emergency declared on April 2,
2025, by the President and to refund
small business concerns the amount of
any such duties paid.
S.J. RES. 38
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 38, a joint resolution estab-
lishing the ratification of the Equal
Rights Amendment.
S.J. RES. 71
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) and the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
were added as cosponsors of S.J. Res.
71, a joint resolution terminating the
national emergency declared with re-
spect to energy.
S. RES. 351
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 351, a resolution requesting
information on the Kingdom of
Eswatini’s human rights practices pur-
suant to section 502B(c) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 352
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 352, a resolution requesting
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information on the Republic of South
Sudan’s human rights practices pursu-
ant to section 502B(c) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 353
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 353, a resolution requesting
information on the Republic of Costa
Rica’s human rights practices pursuant
to section 502B(c) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 354
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 354, a resolution requesting
information on the Republic of Pan-
ama’s human rights practices pursuant
to section 502B(c) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 355
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 355, a resolution requesting
information on the Republic of
Rwanda’s human rights practices pur-
suant to section 502B(c) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 356
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 356, a resolution requesting
information on the United Mexican
States’ human rights practices pursu-
ant to section 502B(c) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961.
S. RES. 386
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a
cosponsor of S. Res. 386, a resolution
designating the week of September 14
through September 20, 2025, as ‘“‘Com-
munity School Coordinators Apprecia-
tion Week”’.
AMENDMENT NO. 3288
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 3288 intended to be proposed
to S. 2296, an original bill to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3714
At the request of Mr. BANKS, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) Was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 3714 intended to be
proposed to S. 2296, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  389—CON-
DEMNING THE EXTREME ANTI-
VACCINE POLICIES OF SEC-
RETARY OF HEALTH AND

HUMAN SERVICES ROBERT F.
KENNEDY, JR., STRONGLY OP-
POSING THE POLICIES OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA THAT ROLL
BACK IMMUNIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS, AND EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE SENATE THAT
VACCINES ARE CRITICAL TO
PROTECTING PUBLIC HEALTH,
ELIMINATING PREVENTABLE
ILLNESS AND DEATH, AND RE-
DUCING HOSPITALIZATIONS AND
SEVERITY OF ILLNESS, WORK
BEST WHEN ADOPTED AT A
HIGH LEVEL WITHIN EACH COM-
MUNITY, AND MUST BE MADE
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC

Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
ALSOBROOKS, and Mr. REED) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. REs. 389

Whereas there is strong bipartisan support
for wide access to vaccines, ensuring vac-
cines are affordable, trusting science and re-
lying on peer-reviewed medical information,
and protecting all individuals, especially
children and wvulnerable populations, from
preventable illness;

Whereas it is dangerous and harmful to
children’s health to promote conspiracy
theories and restrict access to life-saving
preventive medicine, including vaccines;

Whereas having a high rate of community
adoption of vaccines is critical to protect in-
dividuals who medically cannot receive cer-
tain vaccinations, including infants and indi-
viduals with weakened immune systems,
such as cancer patients;

Whereas routine childhood immunizations
for children born between 1994 and 2023 have
prevented approximately 508,000,000 cases of
illness, approximately 32,000,000 hospitaliza-
tions, and over 1,100,000 deaths, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion;

Whereas measles is a highly contagious
and deadly disease with a range of serious
health complications, and the measles,
mumps, and rubella vaccine (MMR) is safe
and effective in preventing this disease and
has prevented over 60,000,000 deaths world-
wide between 2000 and 2023;

Whereas COVID-19 has caused over 1,200,000
deaths in the United States and over 7,100,000
deaths worldwide, with fatalities dropping
dramatically once the COVID-19 vaccine be-
came widely available;

Whereas after the hepatitis A vaccine was
introduced in 1995, between 1996 and 2011, the
rate of hepatitis A infection dropped by 95
percent;

Whereas after the hepatitis B vaccine was
introduced with implementation of the birth
dose recommendation, there has been a 95
percent reduction in infant hepatitis B infec-
tions, and an estimated 90,100 deaths have
been prevented;

Whereas polio was a major cause of signifi-
cant disability and paralysis of children
prior to the polio vaccine being released in
1955, with over 21,000 paralytic cases in 1952,
and the disease was eradicated in the United
States by 1979 due to effectiveness of the vac-
cine;
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Whereas diphtheria, described in history
dating back to the 5th century, is a con-
tagious disease that causes respiratory ill-
ness, has a 30 percent fatality rate (with
higher fatality rates for young children), and
caused up to 15,000 deaths in the United
States annually in the 1920s, but due to wide-
spread vaccination, there has been only 1 re-
ported death from diphtheria in the United
States between 1996 and 2018;

Whereas smallpox is a deadly disease that
has existed for over 3000 years, with a fatal-
ity rate around 30 percent, that was eradi-
cated in the United States by 1949 and world-
wide by 1977, due to the effectiveness of vac-
cines;

Whereas vaccines for seniors, including
vaccines for influenza, COVID-19, and shin-
gles, are a critical prevention tool to keep
older individuals healthy and out of the hos-
pital;

Whereas there are numerous additional
diseases, including some cancers, that are
preventable by vaccines;

Whereas vaccine research to discover new
ways to prevent additional disease or treat
disease should continue to receive Federal
research funding with no political inter-
ference;

Whereas availability and insurance cov-
erage of vaccines for the entire population
through a wide range of medical and commu-
nity settings, such as pharmacies, clinics,
hospitals, physician offices, health depart-
ments, health centers, mobile clinics, and
other locations, is essential to ensure access
to vaccines and protect public health;

Whereas recommendations of the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices and
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion on vaccines are tied to, and impact, a
wide array of health programs, including the
Medicaid program under title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.), the
program under section 1928 of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396s; commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Vaccines for Children pro-
gram’’), the TRICARE program under chap-
ter 55 of title 10, United States Code, hos-
pital care and medical services furnished by
the Department of Veterans Affairs under
chapters 17 and 18 of title 38, United States
Code, the Medicare program under title XIX
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et
deq.), and private health insurance;

Whereas a lack of private or public insur-
ance coverage for vaccines could make vac-
cines prohibitively expensive for millions of
patients to access, forcing patients to forego
vaccinations due to cost;

Whereas in June 2025, Secretary of Health
and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
took the unprecedented step of dismissing
all 17 members of the previously independent
Advisory Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and appointed a new set of mem-
bers;

Whereas such Advisory Committee has ad-
vised the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention on vaccine recommendations for
more than 60 years;

Whereas Secretary Kennedy’s actions di-
rectly threatened access to the COVID-19
vaccine in several States, including Nevada,
by making it more difficult for individuals
who want the vaccine to get it; and

Whereas in September 2025, the State of
Florida became the first State in modern
history to take steps to eliminate its immu-
nization requirements for schoolchildren,
putting Florida children at a higher risk of
contracting preventable diseases like mea-
sles, pertussis, and other life-threatening
diseases: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports public health decisions based
on science;
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