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wants to somehow remove the stain of
his impeachments, of the violent at-
tack in his name.

So what has happened to some of
these criminals since they have been
pardoned by Donald Trump? One of
those pardoned was killed in a shoot-
out with police in Indiana—a model
citizen, I am sure.

One of them was arrested four times
between storming the Capitol and
being pardoned by Donald Trump. An-
other was rearrested for unlawfully
possessing a gun as a felon. That was
for his 2017 conviction for a domestic
violence Dbattery by strangulation.
Seems like a worthy candidate for a
pardon by Donald Trump.

One rioter who attacked police with
bear spray and a metal whip on Janu-
ary 6 is now grappling with unresolved
charges of soliciting a minor—a third-
degree felony carrying up to 10 years in
prison. Maybe he will be pardoned for
that.

These are the people whom Donald
Trump pardoned, that he celebrated be-
cause they showed loyalty to him; and
in Trump’s world, nothing else mat-
ters.

In order to carry out this plunder of
the Treasury, to make the whole of
government the vehicle for his self-en-
richment and self-aggrandizement, he
must have a loyal cadre willing to do
even the most violent acts in his serv-
ice.

““Stand back and stand by.”

So let’s turn quickly to the funding
freeze. How does that fit into this ef-
fort?

There was a memo, as we know, to
freeze all Federal funding, Federal
loans, and assistance. We saw the re-
ports, the days of chaos. We saw hos-
pitals wondering whether they would
get funding to keep their clinic doors
open. We saw parents wondering
whether their childcare would be avail-
able, seniors wondering whether they
would have the services that they need-
ed. And for what?

Once again, this is an effort to pre-
pare to raid the Treasury, to take the
resources that belong to the American
people and use them to fund a massive
tax cut for those who don’t need it.

I represent a State that has been bat-
tered by natural disaster, so I take this
very personally, this freeze on Federal
funding, because my constituents need
the help of FEMA. They need the help
of the SBA. They need to know that as
the government has been there for
every other State in a natural disaster,
it will be there for us.

The idea of freezing that funding and
inhibiting that recovery so that there
can be just a bit more money for Don-
ald Trump and Elon Musk and his al-
lies is anathema to my constituents,
and it should be unacceptable for all
the rest of us.

I yield the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
WILLIAM D. COBETTO

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, there
are some Americans who go above and
beyond in service to our Nation. Major
General William D. Cobetto, chief of
staff for the Illinois Department of
Military Affairs, is one of those indi-
viduals, and he recently retired after a
decades-long career of dedicated serv-
ice to Illinois. Our State and our Na-
tion are better because of him.

General Cobetto is Illinois through
and through, and he represents the
very best of us. He was born in Hills-
boro, IL; grew up in Taylor Springs, IL;
attended Hillsboro High School; and
holds a bachelor of science in aero-
nautical administration from Saint
Louis University. In 1985, he received
his commission from the Academy of
Military Science in Knoxville, TN, but
it did not take him long to return to
serve the State he loves.

He spent the next 30 years with the
Illinois Air National Guard, including
serving as commander of the 183rd Mis-
sion Support Group from 2004 to 2007,
and eventually providing Ileadership
across the State as the Assistant Adju-
tant General-Air beginning in 2011.
General Cobetto also attended the Air
War College, and in 2003, he served at
the Pentagon in support of the Air
Force Crisis Action Team, as well as
the Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force for Financial Management and
Comptroller.

In 2015, General Cobetto retired from
military service with several awards
and decorations under his belt, includ-
ing the Meritorious Service Medal, the
Air Force Commendation Medal, the
National Defense Service Medal, the
Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, and several Illinois National
Guard awards.

Despite his military retirement, Gen-
eral Cobetto was not ready to stop
serving Illinois. Seemingly not satis-
fied with only 30 years of service, he re-
turned to the Illinois National Guard
in a civilian capacity, serving first as
legislative liaison and later as chief of
staff for the Illinois Department of
Military Affairs. In these roles, he con-
tinued to remain an incredible leader
and advocate for our National Guards-
men and their families. He was always
a reliable resource to my office and a
trusted partner.

I know General Cobetto is now look-
ing forward to spending more time
with his family, including his wife
Kelly, their children Ashley, Jacob,
Adam, and Emily, and their two grand-
children Adeline and Mason.

I am forever grateful for General
Cobetto’s invaluable contributions to
the great State of Illinois. My wife Lo-
retta and I wish him all the best in this
next, well-deserved chapter of his life.
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON IN-
DIAN AFFAIRS RULES OF PROCE-
DURE

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs Rules
for the 119th Congress be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SENATE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS—I119TH
CONGRESS COMMITTEE RULES

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS RULES OF
PROCEDURE

Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate,
Senate Resolution 4, and the provisions of
the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946,
as amended by the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1970, as supplemented by these
rules, are adopted as the rules of the Com-
mittee to the extent the provisions of such
Rules, Resolution, and Acts are applicable to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 2. The Committee shall meet on
Wednesday while the Congress is in session
for the purpose of conducting business, un-
less for the convenience of the Members, the
Chairman shall set some other day for a
meeting. Additional meetings may be called
by the Chairman as he or she may deem nec-
essary.

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Rule 3(a). Hearings and business meetings
of the Committee shall be open to the public
except when the Chairman by a majority
vote orders a closed hearing or meeting.

(b). Except as otherwise provided in the
Rules of the Senate, a transcript or elec-
tronic recording shall be kept of each hear-
ing and business meeting of the Committee.

HEARING PROCEDURE

Rule 4(a). Public notice, including notice
to Members of the Committee, shall be given
of the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing to be held by the Committee at least
one week in advance of such hearing unless
the Chairman of the Committee, with the
concurrence of the Vice Chairman, deter-
mines that holding the hearing would be
non-controversial or that special cir-
cumstances require expedited procedures and
a majority of the Committee Members at-
tending concur. In no case shall a hearing be
conducted within less than 24 hours’ notice.

(b). Bach witness who is to appear before
the Committee shall submit his or her testi-
mony by way of electronic mail, at least two
(2) business days prior to a hearing, in a for-
mat determined by the Committee and sent
to an electronic mail address specified by the
Committee. In the event a federal witness
fails to timely file the written statement in
accordance with this rule, the federal wit-
ness shall testify as to the reason the testi-
mony is late.

(c). Each Member shall be limited to five
(5) minutes of questioning of any witness
until such time as all Members attending
who so desire have had an opportunity to
question the witness unless the Committee
shall decide otherwise.

(d) The Chairman, in consultation with the
Vice Chairman, may authorize remote hear-
ings via video conference.

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA

Rule 5(a). A legislative measure or subject
shall be included in the agenda of the next
following business meeting of the Committee
if a written request by a Member for consid-
eration of such measure or subject has been
filed with the Chairman of the Committee at
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least one week prior to such meeting. Noth-
ing in this rule shall be construed to limit
the authority of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee to include legislative measures or
subjects on the Committee agenda in the ab-
sence of such request.

(b). Any bill, resolution, or other matter to
be considered by the Committee at a busi-
ness meeting shall be filed with the Clerk of
the Committee. Notice of, and the agenda
for, any business meeting of the Committee,
and a copy of any bill, resolution, or other
matter to be considered at the meeting, shall
be provided to each Member and made avail-
able to the public at least three (3) business
days prior to such meeting, and no new
items may be added after the agenda is pub-
lished, except by the approval of the Chair-
man with the concurrence of the Vice Chair-
man or by a majority of the Members of the
Committee. The notice and agenda of any
business meeting may be provided to the
Members by electronic mail, provided that a
paper copy will be provided to any Member
upon request. The Clerk shall promptly no-
tify absent Members of any action taken by
the Committee on matters not included in
the published agenda.

(c). Any amendment(s) to any bill or reso-
lution to be considered shall be filed by a
Member of the Committee with the Clerk not
less than 48 hours in advance of the sched-
uled business meeting. This rule may be
waived by the Chairman with the concur-
rence of the Vice Chairman.

QUORUM

Rule 6(a). Except as provided in subsection
(b), a majority of the Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness of the Committee. Except as provided in
Senate Rule XXVI 7(a), a quorum is pre-
sumed to be present unless a Committee
Member notes the absence of a quorum.

(b). One Member shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of conducting a hearing or
taking testimony on any measure or matter
before the Committee.

VOTING

Rule 7(a). A recorded vote of the Members
shall be taken upon the request of any Mem-
ber.

(b). A measure may be reported without a
recorded vote from the Committee unless an
objection is made by any Member, in which
case a recorded vote by the Members shall be
required. A Member shall have the right to
have his or her additional views included in
the Committee report on the measure in ac-
cordance with Senate Rule XXVT 10.

(c). A Committee vote to report a measure
to the Senate shall also authorize the staff of
the Committee to make necessary technical
and conforming changes to the measure.

(d). Proxy voting shall be permitted on all
matters, except that proxies may not be
counted for the purpose of determining the
presence of a quorum. Unless further limited,
a proxy shall be exercised only for the date
for which it is given and upon the terms pub-
lished in the agenda for that date.

SWORN TESTIMONY AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Rule 8(a). Witnesses in Committee hear-
ings who are required to give testimony shall
be deemed under oath.

(b). At any hearing to confirm a Presi-
dential nomination, the testimony of the
nominee and, at the request of any Member,
any other witnesses that come before the
Committee shall also be under oath. Every
nominee shall submit a questionnaire on
forms to be provided by the Committee, eth-
ics agreement, and public financial disclo-
sure report, (OGE Form 278 or a successor
form) which shall be sworn to by the nomi-
nee as to its completeness and accuracy and
be accompanied by a letter issued by the
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nominee within five (5) days immediately
preceding the hearing affirming that nothing
has changed in their financial status or doc-
uments since the documents were originally
filed with the Committee. The public finan-
cial disclosure report and ethics agreement
shall be made available to the public by the
Committee unless the Committee, in execu-
tive session, determines that special cir-
cumstances require a full or partial excep-
tion to this rule.
CONFIDENTIAL TESTIMONY

Rule 9. No confidential testimony taken
by, or confidential material presented to the
Committee, or any report of the proceedings
of a closed Committee hearing or business
meeting shall be made public in whole or in
part, or by way of summary, unless author-
ized by a majority of the Members of the
Committee at a business meeting called for
the purpose of making such a determination.

DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS

Rule 10. Any person whose name is men-
tioned or who is specifically identified in, or
who believes that testimony or other evi-
dence presented at, an open Committee hear-
ing tends to defame him or her or otherwise
adversely affects his or her reputation may
file with the Committee for its consideration
and action a sworn statement of facts rel-
evant to such testimony of evidence.

BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS OR MEETINGS

Rule 11. Any meeting or hearing by the
Committee which is open to the public may
be covered in whole or in part by television,
Internet, radio broadcast, or still photog-
raphy. Photographers and reporters using
mechanical recording, filming, or broad-
casting devices shall position their equip-
ment so as not to interfere with the sight,
vision, and hearing of Members and staff on
the dais or with the orderly process of the
meeting or hearing.

AUTHORIZING SUBPOENAS

Rule 12. The Chairman may, with the
agreement of the Vice Chairman, or the
Committee may, by majority vote, authorize
the issuance of subpoenas.

AMENDING THE RULES

Rule 13. These rules may be amended only
by a vote of a majority of all the Members of
the Committee in a business meeting of the
Committee: Provided, that no vote may be
taken on any proposed amendment unless
such amendment is reproduced in full in the
Committee agenda for such meeting at least
seven (7) days in advance of such meeting.

—————

U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRI-
CULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FOR-
ESTRY RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry has adopted rules gov-
erning its procedures for the 119th Con-
gress. Pursuant to rule XXVI, para-
graph 2, of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, on behalf of myself and Sen-
ator KLOBUCHAR, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a copy of the committee rules
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY—119TH CONGRESS
RULE I—MEETINGS

1.1 Regular Meetings.—Regular meetings
shall be held on the first and third Wednes-
day of each month when Congress is in ses-
sion.
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1.2 Additional Meetings.—The Chairman,
in consultation with the ranking minority
member, may call such additional meetings
as he deems necessary.

1.3 Notification.—In the case of any meet-
ing of the committee, other than a regularly
scheduled meeting, the clerk of the com-
mittee shall notify every member of the
committee of the time and place of the meet-
ing and shall give reasonable notice which,
except in extraordinary circumstances, shall
be at least 24 hours in advance of any meet-
ing held in Washington, DC, and at least 48
hours in the case of any meeting held outside
Washington, DC.

1.4 Called Meeting.—If three members of
the committee have made a request in writ-
ing to the Chairman to call a meeting of the
committee, and the Chairman fails to call
such a meeting within 7 calendar days there-
after, including the day on which the written
notice is submitted, a majority of the mem-
bers may call a meeting by filing a written
notice with the clerk of the committee who
shall promptly notify each member of the
committee in writing of the date and time of
the meeting.

1.5 Adjournment of Meetings.—The Chair-
man of the committee or a subcommittee
shall be empowered to adjourn any meeting
of the committee or a subcommittee if a
quorum is not present within 15 minutes of
the time scheduled for such meeting.

RULE 2—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS IN GENERAL

2.1 Open Sessions.—Business meetings and
hearings held by the committee or any sub-
committee shall be open to the public except
as otherwise provided for in Senate Rule
XXVI, paragraph 5.

2.2 Transcripts.—A transcript shall be kept
of each business meeting and hearing of the
committee or any subcommittee unless a
majority of the committee or the sub-
committee agrees that some other form of
permanent record is preferable.

2.3 Reports.—An appropriate opportunity
shall be given the Minority to examine the
proposed text of committee reports prior to
their filing or publication. In the event there
are supplemental, minority, or additional
views, an appropriate opportunity shall be
given the Majority to examine the proposed
text prior to filing or publication.

2.4 Attendance.—Official attendance of all
hearings and business meetings of the com-
mittee or any subcommittee shall be kept by
the committee clerk.

RULE 3—HEARING PROCEDURES

3.1 Notice.—Public notice shall be given of
the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing to be held by the committee or any
subcommittee at least 1 week in advance of
such hearing unless the Chairman of the full
committee or the subcommittee determines
that the hearing is noncontroversial or that
special circumstances require expedited pro-
cedures and a majority of the committee or
the subcommittee involved concurs. In no
case shall a hearing be conducted with less
than 24 hours notice.

3.2 Witness Statements.—Each witness who
is to appear before the committee or any
subcommittee shall file with the committee
or subcommittee, at least 24 hours in ad-
vance of the hearing, a written statement of
his or her testimony and as many copies as
the Chairman of the committee or sub-
committee prescribes.

3.3 Minority Witnesses.—In any hearing
conducted by the committee, or any sub-
committee thereof, the minority members of
the committee or subcommittee shall be en-
titled, upon request to the Chairman by the
ranking minority member of the committee
or subcommittee to call witnesses of their
selection during at least 1 day of such hear-
ing pertaining to the matter or matters
heard by the committee or subcommittee.
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