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equivalent of removing power to supply
8.4 million homes in America. No won-
der prices are rising. It is simple supply
and demand. But at the same time,
Donald Trump is paying to extend the
life of older fossil fuel plants, which
will only raise costs. When they are
older, they tend to be dirtier. When
they are older, they are more expensive
to maintain. And all of this while
ceding our global leadership in renew-
able energy production and innovation
to China. Now, that is not just bad for
consumers; it is not just bad for reli-
ability; it is literally putting lives at
risk.

Every year that we burn more fossil
fuel than we need to, our climate crisis
worsens. That means more frequent
and more devastating extreme weath-
er—not just in California but across
the country. In California, it has led to
a worsening drought, relentless atmos-
pheric rivers, and—yes, all too often—
life-threatening wildfires, just as we
experienced in the Los Angeles region
this past January.

It is no surprise that Donald Trump
loves to attack California’s leaders on
wildfire policy and our climate leader-
ship. We also know he loves to play
politics with disaster funding. That
record is clear. He continues to dig us
deeper and deeper into an energy policy
that actually increases the risk of the
next great disaster, and Californians
will be left to clean up the mess.

So here in the Senate, I have worked
hard to try to address that. We passed
the FIRE Act a couple of years ago to
help FEMA better prepare for and re-
spond to wildfires. We secured the
transfer of seven C-130 Hercules air-
craft to strengthen our arsenal and to
fight against deadly wildfires, adding
to CAL FIRE’s largest aerial fire-
fighting fleet in the world. I continue
to work with colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to build support for the Fix
Our Forests Act to improve forest man-
agement practices, protect urban areas
from devastation, and harness our
technology and our expertise.

I am proud of that work we have been
doing, but the backdrop of all of that is
still an indisputable fact that reliance
on fossil fuels comes at a cost, and
Americans—not just Californians but
Americans—are paying for it in the
form of higher energy bills and in lives
destroyed after these major disasters.

So no matter how many times Don-
ald Trump says it, we can never and
will never ‘‘drill, baby, drill”’ our way
to cheaper energy costs. Our solution
has to be a more inclusive approach to
our energy portfolios, and we also need
to streamline projects and speed up the
timeline it takes to get them approved,
to get them completed, and to get
them online. We need to make our grid
more efficient by supporting the build-
up of our transmission system and the
regionalization of our grid. Regional
cooperation means improved efficiency
and improved reliability. That is how
we meet our growing demand—more
options, not less; more cooperation,
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not less; and more sources of energy,
not less.

Trump might continue to lie to the
American people about renewable en-
ergy, but Americans know that this en-
ergy crisis doesn’t have to continue
forever, and California is proud to show
the way forward.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to waive the
mandatory quorum call with respect to
the Miran nomination and, if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON S. RES. 377

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
is expired. The question occurs on
adoption of the resolution.

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. DAINES) and
the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER), and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily
absent.

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 517 Ex.]

The

YEAS—51
Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Mullin
Blackburn Hagerty Murkowski
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budd Husted Risch
Capito Hyde-Smith Rounds
Cassidy Johnson Schmitt
Collins Justice Scott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Sheehy
Cramer Lummis Sullivan
Crapo Marshall Thune
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Curtis McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
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NAYS—44
Alsobrooks Hirono Rosen
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester  King Shaheen
Booker Klqpuchar Slotkin
gantwell II\;IuJa]? Smith
oons arkey
Cortez Masto Merkley &an Hollen
arner

Duckworth Murphy

. Warnock
Durbin Murray War
Fetterman Ossoff arren
Gallego Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—5

Daines Hickenlooper Sanders
Heinrich Lee

The executive resolution (S. Res. 377)
was agreed to.

(The executive resolution is printed
in the RECORD of September 8, 2025,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). Pursuant to rule XXII, the
Chair lays before the Senate the pend-
ing cloture motion, which the clerk
will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 366, Ste-
phen Miran, of New York, to be a Member of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System for the unexpired term of four-
teen years from February 1, 2012.

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, John R. Cur-
tis, Kevin Cramer, Mike Rounds, Ber-
nie Moreno, Eric Schmitt, James E.
Risch, David McCormick, Chuck Grass-
ley, Joni Ernst, Cynthia M. Lummis,
Ted Budd, Jim Banks, John Boozman,
Tim Scott of South Carolina, John
Barrasso.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Stephen Miran, of New York, to be a
Member of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System for the un-
expired term of fourteen years from
February 1, 2012, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. DAINES) and
the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) are
necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 44, as follows:



S6592

[Rollcall Vote No. 518 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Mullin
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Britt Hoeven Risch
Budfl Husted ) Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Justice Scott (FL)
Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sheeh.
Cotton Lankford St
Cramer Lummis utlivan
Crapo Marshall Thu'ne
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Curtis McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
NAYS—44

Alsobrooks Hirono Reed
Baldwin Kaine Rosen
Bennet Kelly Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester King Schumer
Booker Klobuchar Shaheen
gantwell Il\;luja]? Slotkin

oons arkey Smith
Cortez Masto Merkley VZE Hollen
Duckworth Murkowski

. Warnock
Durbin Murphy War
Fetterman Murray arren
Gallego Ossoff WelAch
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—6

Daines Hickenlooper Sanders
Heinrich Lee Warner

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 44.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Stephen Miran,
of New York, to be a Member of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System for the unexpired term of
fourteen years from February 1, 2012.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

REMEMBERING CHARLIE KIRK

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, typi-
cally, when we come to this hallowed
floor, we are speaking on behalf of our-
selves as Senators, but tonight, I also
want to speak on behalf of my good
staff.

I would like to start with the Scrip-
ture from Psalms:

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit.

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Tonight, many of us indeed are bro-
kenhearted and crushed in spirit. It is
tonight that we gather with heavy
hearts to honor the extraordinary life
of Charlie Kirk—a visionary, conserv-
ative leader whose unyielding passion
for freedom and faith ignited millions.
Taken from us far too soon by a tragic
political assassination on September
10, 2025, Charlie’s light continues to
shine as a beacon for all of us who
cherish liberty.

Charlie was born in 1993 in a Chicago
suburb, and he revealed his political
fire early on. As a high schooler, he
volunteered tirelessly for campaigns,
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and he penned sharp insights for
Breitbart—already challenging the sta-
tus quo with the clarity of a born lead-
er.

At just 18, in 2012, he founded Turn-
ing Point USA, a movement that would
transform the landscape for young con-
servatives, millennials, and Gen Zers
alike. Through electrifying campus ac-
tivism, his influential podcasts, and
nationwide tours, Charlie mobilized a
generation to stand firm against the
shadows of Big Government and social-
ism.

Today, many of those inspired young
adults serve in our congressional of-
fices, carrying forward the fight to
safeguard our traditional values and
constitutional rights from an ever-en-
croaching State. Many of these people
will someday be speaking from this
same floor.

Now, Charlie wasn’t just a preacher;
he was a soul shaped by faith. He was
unafraid to declare himself a child of
God. He opened his heart and mind to
every voice, fostering a genuine dia-
logue amid division. As a champion of
free speech and individual liberty, he
urged the next generation to reclaim
traditional family values—the bedrock
of a thriving America.

Through Turning Point USA and his
commanding media presence, he didn’t
merely shape conservative thought; he
empowered a movement, defending our
ideas against progressive overreach
with grace, grit, and unwavering opti-
mism.

Though an evil act sought to silence
him, it only amplified his voice, trans-
forming Charlie into a hero, a martyr
whose sacrifice has kindled a fire in us
all. His spirit endures in the hearts of
those he empowered to fight for lib-
erty, reminding us that true leaders
don’t fade; they inspire.

So I ask you, everyone listening
today, including those of us who are
brokenhearted and crushed in spirit,
let us honor Charlie by living lives
worthy of his legacy. Let not your
anger turn into hate. Let me say that
again. Let not your anger turn into
hate. Please, don’t 1let Charlie’s
distractors win. Rather, channel your
emotions into fighting with renewed
vigor—renewed vigor for the heart and
soul of this great Republic, nurturing
the next generation of conservative
leaders.

Charlie’s flame burns  brighter
through each of us. May Charlie Kirk
rest in peace. And may God bless his
memory, his family, and our shared
mission.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

NOMINATION OF STEPHEN MIRAN

Mr. KIM. Mr. President, I rise today
to raise my concerns about a vote we
are about to take on the nomination of
Stephen Miran for the Board of the
Federal Reserve.

I rise because the scarcest resource
that we have in politics right now is
trust, and, unfortunately, trust is also
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the most important resource we need
to heal our broken Nation.

I took part in a hearing 2 weeks ago
for the nomination of Dr. Miran. I have
had a chance to be a part of a lot of dif-
ferent confirmations here during my
time in the Senate so far, and I have
heard a lot of different crazy things,
but, still, one part of this hearing real-
ly stood out to me.

Now, mind you, this is someone who
previously said:

To pretend that one can easily shift be-
tween highly political and allegedly non-
political roles without letting political bi-
ases inform policy is at best naive—and at
worst sinister.

Those are the words of Dr. Miran
himself talking about the concerns of
politicization of the Federal Reserve,
about the inability to be able to sepa-
rate some of our political biases from
the work that needs to happen at the
Fed if we have people who are too close
to the White House, too close to the
President.

He is someone who criticized pre-
vious Democratic nominees to the Fed
positions for their closeness to Demo-
cratic Presidents and for serving in
their administrations. He even called
for a cooling-off period that would ban
service in the executive branch fol-
lowing service on the Fed Board.

But in this hearing, we heard some-
thing altogether different, and it is
something that caught my attention,
which is that Dr. Miran, who currently
serves at the White House as the top
economic adviser to President Trump,
serving as the head of the Council of
Economic Advisers, has no problem
with himself being nominated for this
role on the Fed Board.

In fact, because this role is to serve
the remainder of a term on the Fed
Board, which is a few months, Dr.
Miran has stated and confirmed to us
in the hearing that he will not resign
his position at the White House, even if
he takes upon this role of serving on
the Federal Reserve Board. He will in-
stead take a leave of absence from the
White House, which means that he will
technically still be attached to the
White House, despite also serving on
the Federal Reserve Board. This has
never been done before.

I see this as a deep breach of trust.
And I urge my colleagues, especially
my Senate Republican colleagues, to
demand that Dr. Miran resign from the
White House if he is confirmed. This
should be a requirement.

I asked Dr. Miran how he can square
his past statements about concerns
about the revolving door between poli-
tics and, in particular, the White House
and nominees to Fed positions. He
downplayed it and said, oh, he was just
talking about a package of reforms
that hadn’t passed yet and that he
shouldn’t be held to the standard that
he himself put forward.

I will be honest with you. It is
straight-up painful to watch. He tried
to excuse his behavior, saying that his
attorneys had advised him to take this
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