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(iii) providers of communications services af-
fected by such event;

(iv) faculty of institutions of higher edu-
cation;

(v) representatives of other Federal agencies;

(vi) electric utility providers;

(vii) communications infrastructure compa-
nies; and

(viii) first responders, emergency managers,
and 911 directors in areas affected by such
event.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the
public hearing under paragraph (1) occurs, the
Commission shall issue a report that includes,
with respect to such event and to the extent
known without requiring the collection of addi-
tional information—

(A) the number and duration of any outages
of—

(i) broadband internet access service;

(ii) interconnected VolP service;

(iii) commercial mobile service; and

(iv) commercial mobile data service;

(B) the approximate number of users and the
amount of communications infrastructure poten-
tially affected by an outage described in sub-
paragraph (A);

(C) the number and duration of any outages
that prevent public safety answering points
from receiving caller location or mumber infor-
mation or receiving emergency calls and routing
such calls to emergency service personnel; and

(D) any recommendations of the Commission
on how to improve the resiliency of affected
communications or networks recovery efforts.

(3) DEVELOPMENT OF REPORTS.—In developing
a report required under paragraph (2), the Com-
mission shall consider information collected by
the Commission, including information collected
by the Commission through the System, and any
public hearing described in paragraph (1) with
respect to the applicable event.

(4) PUBLICATION.—The Commission shall pub-
lish each report, excluding information that is
otherwise exempt from public disclosure under
the rules of the Commission or was submitted to
the Commission with a proper request for con-
fidential treatment as described in section 0.459
of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, issued
under this subsection on the website of the Com-
mission upon the issuance of such report. The
Commission shall not publicly disclose company-
specific information.

(¢) IMPROVEMENTS TO NETWORK OUTAGE RE-
PORTING.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Commission shall
investigate and publish a report on—

(1) the value to public safety agencies of origi-
nating service providers including visual infor-
mation to improve situational awareness about
outages in the notifications provided to public
safety answering points, as required by rules
issued by the Commission;

(2) the volume and nature of 911 outages that
may go unreported under the outage notifica-
tion thresholds of the Commission;

(3) the balance between the value described in
paragraph (1) to public safety agencies and the
burden and practicality for originating service
providers of including visual information in out-
age notifications as described in that para-
graph; and

(4) recommended changes to rules issued by
the Commission to address paragraphs (1) and
2).

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
Act shall be construed to provide the Commis-
sion or any other person authority over any
provider of broadband internet access service be-
yond what is specifically authorized under this
Act.

SEC. 3. REPORTING OF PUBLIC SAFETY TELE-
COMMUNICATORS AS PROTECTIVE
SERVICE OCCUPATIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Public safety telecommunicators play a
critical role in emergency response, providing
medical instruction, gathering lifesaving infor-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

mation, and protecting civilians and first re-
sponders.

(2) The Standard Occupational Classification
system is designed and maintained solely for
statistical purposes, and is used by Federal sta-
tistical agencies to classify workers and jobs
into occupational categories for the purpose of
collecting, calculating, analyzing, or dissemi-
nating data.

(3) Occupations in the Standard Occupational
Classification are classified based on work per-
formed and, in some cases, on the skills, edu-
cation, or training needed to perform the work.

(4) Classifying public safety telecommunica-
tors as a protective service occupation would
correct an inaccurate representation in the
Standard Occupational Classification, recognize
these professionals for the lifesaving work they
perform, and better align the Standard Occupa-
tional Classification with related classification
systems.

(b) STANDARD OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
SYSTEM.—The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall, not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, cat-
egorize public safety telecommunicators as a
protective service occupation under the Stand-
ard Occupational Classification system.

SEC. 4. REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
KARI’S LAW ACT OF 2017.

Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Commission shall pub-
lish a report regarding the enforcement by the
Commission of section 721 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 623), which shall in-
clude—

(1) a summary of the extent to which multi-
line telephone system manufacturers and ven-
dors have complied with that section;

(2) potential difficulties and obstacles in com-
plying with that section;

(3) recommendations to the Commission, if
necessary, on ways to improve the policies of the
Commission to better enforce that section; and

(4) recommendations to Congress, if necessary,
on further legislation that could mitigate prob-
lems like those that are addressed by that sec-
tion.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 725), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

MODERNIZING ACCESS TO OUR
PUBLIC OCEANS ACT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 117, S. 759.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 759) to provide for standardiza-
tion, publication, and accessibility of data
relating to public outdoor recreational use of
Federal waterways, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
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on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment to strike all
after the enacting clause and insert the
part printed in italic, as follows:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Modernizing
Access to Our Public Oceans Act’’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—The term
“‘exclusive economic zone’’ has the meaning
given that term in section 107 of title 46, United
States Code.

(2) FISHING RESTRICTION.—The term ‘‘fishing
restriction’ means a restriction on fishing in a
federally managed fishery established under sec-
tion 303(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1853(b)(2)), including—

(4) a full or partial fishing closure, in terms
of both area and duration, or a seasonal clo-
sure;

(B) a no-catch zone in the fishery;

(C) a restriction on the method of catch for
the fishery; and

(D) another restriction on fishing, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) INDIAN TRIBE; TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The
terms ‘“‘Indian Tribe”’ and ‘‘Tribal organiza-
tion”’ have the meanings given those terms in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(4) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘Native Hawaiian organization’ has the
meaning given the term in section 6207 of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 7517), except that the term includes
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs of the State of
Hawaii.

(5) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term
“nonprofit organization’ means an organiza-
tion that is described in section 501(c) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from
taxation under section 501(a) of such Code.

(6) RECREATIONAL VESSEL.—The term ‘‘rec-
reational vessel’’ has the meaning given that
term in section 2101 of title 46, United States
Code.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Commerce.

SEC. 3. DATA STANDARDIZATION.

Not later than 31 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with relevant stakeholders, including
State and local governments, Indian Tribes, and
Native Hawaiian organizations, shall develop
and adopt standards with respect to the coordi-
nation and dissemination of geospatial data re-
lating to fishing restrictions, use of the exclusive
economic zone by recreational vessels, and ac-
cess to Federal waters by such vessels, including
such data made available under section 4.

SEC. 4. DATA PUBLICATION AND ACCESSIBILITY.

(a) DATA ON FISHING AND RECREATIONAL VES-
SELS IN EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—Not later
than 4 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, acting through the Di-
rector of the Office of Science and Technology
of the National Marine Fisheries Service, and to
the maximum extent practicable, shall make
available on a publicly accessible website geo-
graphic information system data that—

(1) includes, with respect to the exclusive eco-
nomic 2one—

(4) information with respect to the conditions
under which fishing restrictions are imposed
and the areas within the exclusive economic
zone that are open or closed to recreational
boating, diving, and related recreational activi-
ties (as determined by the Secretary), including
for safety reasons such as because of the pres-
ence of harmful algal blooms;

(B) the areas of the exclusive economic zone
with restrictions on the use of motoriced propul-
sion, horsepower, or fuel by or of recreational
vessels; and
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(C) the types of recreational vessels that are
restricted on each area of the exclusive economic
zone;

(2) describes the geographic boundaries of
areas where fishing restrictions occur; and

(3)(A) identifies Federal marine protected
areas, including National Marine Sanctuaries,
national marine monuments, and other federally
protected waters; and

(B) includes information on what fishing, rec-
reational boating, and other related recreational
activities are authorized in each such area.

(b) DATA ON NAVIGATION WITHIN EXCLUSIVE
ECONOMIC ZONE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall continue
to make available digitized geographic informa-
tion system data that includes, with respect to
access to the exclusive economic zone—

(4) navigation information;

(B) bathymetric information;

(C) depth charts; and

(D) other information, consistent with law
and policy.

(2) WEBSITE.—The Secretary shall, to the ex-
tent practicable, make the data described in
paragraph (1) available on the website on which
the Secretary makes the data described in sub-
section (a) available.

(c) DATA ACCESSIBILITY.—The Secretary shall
ensure that the website on which the Secretary
makes the data described in subsections (a) and
(b) available—

(1) organizes that data so that the data is
findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable;
and

(2) includes a mechanism by which users can
be easily updated when new data becomes avail-
able.

(d) PUBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretary shall
develop—

(1) a process to allow members of the public to
submit questions or comments regarding the
data described in subsections (a) and (b) and
the accessibility of that data under subsection
(c); and

(2) methods to improve the accessibility of
data.

(e) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall update—

(1) the data described in subsections (a)(1)
and (b) not less frequently than 2 times each
year; and

(2) the data described in paragraphs (2) and
(3) of subsection (a) in real time.

(f) NONDISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary may not, consistent with
applicable law and policy, disclose, in any geo-
graphic information system data made publicly
available under this section—

(1) information regarding the nature, location,
character, or ownership of historic, paleontolog-
ical, cultural, or archaeological resources; or

(2) commercial fishing information, including
proprietary information.

(9) TREATMENT OF TRIBAL WATERS AND FISH-
ING AREAS.—The authorities granted by this sec-
tion shall not apply with respect to any usual or
accustomed fishing areas or Tribal waters.

SEC. 5. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION.

(a) COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THIRD-PARTY
PROVIDERS.—For purposes of carrying out this
Act, the Secretary may—

(1) coordinate and partner with non-Federal
entities, including—

(A) States;

(B) Indian Tribes, Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions, and Tribal organizations;

(C) interstate commissions (as defined in sec-
tion 303 of the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act
0f 1986 (16 U.S.C. 4102));

(D) Regional Ocean Partnerships (as defined
in section 10202 of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(16 U.S.C. 1468));

(E) experts in data science, analytics, and op-
erations research;

(F) the private sector, including technology or
geospatial data industries;
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(G) nonprofit organizations; and

(H) institutions of higher education (as de-
fined in section 201 of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001)); and

(2) enter into agreements with experts within
entities described in any of subparagraphs (A4)
through (H) of paragraph (1) to carry out any
of the provisions of this Act.

(b) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary shall, to the maximum extent practicable,
work with the relevant offices of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Department of Agri-
culture, the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of Energy, the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Coast Guard, the Army Corps of
Engineers, and the Interagency Working Group
on Ocean and Coastal Mapping codified by sec-
tion 12203 of the Ocean and Coastal Mapping
Integration Act (33 U.S.C. 3502), to ensure com-
patibility and interoperability among applicable
Federal databases with respect to the collection
and dissemination of geospatial data relating to
public outdoor recreational use of the exclusive
economic zone.

(c) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND
TRIBAL LAW AND REGULATIONS.—The Secretary,
in developing and distributing geospatial data
under this Act, shall make clear that the data
are subject to applicable laws and regulations of
the Federal Government, States, and Indian
Tribes.

SEC. 6. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act may be construed—

(1) to modify or alter the definition of the term
“navigable waters’ under any provision of Fed-
eral law;

(2) to affect the jurisdiction or authority of
Federal or State agencies to regulate navigable
waters;

(3) to increase or diminish the responsibility or
authority of Federal or State agencies or Indian
Tribes to manage fisheries under existing law;

(4) to satisfy any requirement for government-
to-government consultation with Indian Tribes
or Native Hawaiian organizations; or

(5) to affect or modify any treaty or other
right of any Indian Tribe.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be agreed to; that the bill, as amended,
be considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 759), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 80TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CONCLUSION
OF WORLD WAR II WITH THE
SURRENDER OF IMPERIAL
JAPAN AND HONORING VET-
ERANS OF BOTH THE PACIFIC
AND EUROPEAN THEATERS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to consideration of S. Res. 383,
which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 383) commemorating
the 80th anniversary of the conclusion of
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World War IT with the surrender of Imperial
Japan and honoring veterans of both the Pa-
cific and European theaters.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

383) was

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2025

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, September 11; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume consideration of Calendar No. 115,
S. 2296, the National Defense Author-
ization Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask it stand adjourned under
the previous order, following the re-
marks of Senator MERKLEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oregon.

———

JEFFREY EPSTEIN

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, just
minutes ago, I was outside and was
running up the steps to the Senate
Chamber in order to cast a vote on the
issue before the Senate, and the issue
before the Senate was whether or not
we would pass a bill to release the Ep-
stein files.

As you run up those stairs, if you
look back over your shoulder, you see
there, carved into the facade of the
U.S. Supreme Court, the four words:
“Equal Justice Under Law.”

Equal justice under law, what does
that mean to us who grow up in Amer-
ica? It means that nobody is above the
law—not a politician, not a celebrity,
not a billionaire, no one.

Now, we certainly know that this vi-
sion to which we aspire—equal justice
under the law—has not been fully ac-
complished, but we wrestle to move
closer to that vision, to realize that vi-
sion. And today we had a chance as the
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