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obese. That is not winning; that is los-
ing. And you don’t fix a losing team by
running the same plays over and over.
You fix it by changing the culture. You
fix it by changing accountability.
Make people accountable for what they
do. You demand results. That is what
R.F.X., Jr., is doing.

He is also daring to ask questions,
which apparently isn’t allowed in the
deep state here—commonsense ques-
tions like: Why are American kids re-
quired to get dozens more vaccines
than we did when we were all growing
up? We have gone from a few to almost
100. Yet, by every metric, we are sicker
as a country, as 6 out of 10 Americans
have a chronic disease in this coun-
try—6 out of 10, which is most of us.
Our food is filled with chemicals and
things that other countries won’t even
allow. That is why we have these dis-
eases. Why are we protecting Big
Pharma’s bottom line while our fami-
lies are getting sicker?

These are fair questions and ques-
tions we should be asking if we actu-
ally care about the people we rep-
resent. But in this town, when you ask
fair questions, you get labeled ‘‘dan-
gerous,” ‘‘anti-science,”” and ‘‘con-
spiracy theorist.”

R.F.K., Jr., is not your typical politi-
cian. He is blunt. He is not very com-
fortable around people. He doesn’t toe
the line. And that is exactly what the
doctor ordered because if all you do is
follow the deep state’s demands—what
happens up here—you will never get
the change in this country we des-
perately need. Sometimes you have to
call out the mistakes, push harder for
answers, and not be afraid to shake
things up. That is how you build a win-
ning team. That is what R.F.K., Jr., is
doing. He is not playing it safe, and he
is getting real results.

Since R.F.K. took over at HHS, com-
panies like Hershey, Kraft, Pepsi,
Steak ‘n Shake, and In-N-Out Burger
have made meaningful changes to their
ingredients. He is delivering major
wins, and the swamp can’t stand it be-
cause they can’t control him. That is
what happens up here—they want to
have control.

But let’s not forget the American
people are watching. There are 77 mil-
lion Americans who voted for President
Trump and his agenda. That is the
most votes a Republican running for
President has ever received. President
Trump campaigned on making America
healthy again, along with R.F.K., Jr.

Now, if some of my colleagues want
to keep running defense for Big
Pharma, that is their choice. But I
didn’t come to Washington to protect
the swamp; I came here to fight for the
great State of Alabama and the people
across this country—for the parents
who are trying to raise healthy Kkids,
for families who have felt lied to by
their government, and for the hard-
working folks who lost their jobs sim-
ply because they chose not to take the
COVID vaccine.

I am proud to stand shoulder to
shoulder with R.F.K., Jr. He is not per-
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fect—none of us are—but he is in the
fight for the right reasons. He is fight-
ing for accountability, transparency,
and for the health and freedom of the
American people, and that is a team I
am proud to be on.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Senator from Arkansas.

CELLPHONE JAMMING REFORM ACT

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, when a
criminal is convicted of a crime and
locked away in prison, you would think
that would put a stop to their illicit
activity, but sadly, in too many tragic
cases, criminals just continue their
wicked ways behind bars. That is be-
cause tens of thousands of contraband
cell phones are smuggled into and
throughout prisons, enabling convicted
criminals to carry on with their crimi-
nal business as usual from behind bars.

Contraband cell phones in prisons
pose a severe threat to public safety.
After all, these convicted criminals
aren’t using cell phones to order take-
out, to check the weather, or to watch
NFL highlights—no. They use contra-
band cell phones to order hits on crimi-
nal rivals, to traffic drugs, and to run
extortion schemes.

Convicted criminals who are sitting
in a prison cell shouldn’t be able to en-
danger correctional officers, members
of law enforcement, and innocent
Americans outside of prisons by using
contraband cell phones. If we opt to
stand idly by, we might as well hand
these criminals the keys to their pris-
on cells.

That is why I have introduced again
the Cellphone Jamming Reform Act—
to allow State and Federal correctional
facilities to use targeted cell phone
jamming equipment in prison housing
facilities. The key word here is ‘‘tar-
geted.” The technology is so precise
that it does not interrupt with the reg-
ular communications of law enforce-
ment or emergency first responders in
the vicinity.

However, there is more than one way
to skin a cat, and at the end of the day,
I simply care about delivering results
for every Arkansan. That is why I am
proud to support President Trump in
his efforts to bring back law and order
to neighborhoods and communities
across our country. I applaud the
Trump administration’s efforts to
crack down on crime and specifically
Federal Communications Commission
Chairman Brendan Carr’s announce-
ment that the FCC will vote on a pro-
posal allowing prisons to jam contra-
band cell phones for the first time. As
I am sure many of my Republican col-
leagues and friends would agree, this
action is both a welcome step forward
and a long-overdue development.

For years, I have repeatedly urged
Democrats to take action, but they
didn’t—instead, prioritizing and cod-
dling criminals as usual. Consider that
in the final hours of the Biden Presi-
dency, Joe Biden commuted the sen-
tences of nearly 1,500 convicted crimi-
nals, robbing hundreds of thousands of
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victims of the closure and justice they
deserved. To be clear, these were not
sympathetic figures; these were crimi-
nals, such as a drug dealer responsible
for Kkilling a relapsing addict; a
fraudster who stole millions of dollars
intended for hungry Arkansas Kids and
low-income families; and the so-called
“‘kids-for-cash’ judge, who accepted
kickbacks in exchange for his role in
sending thousands of children to pri-
vate detention centers.

Sadly, that is not all. Last year, just
2 days before Christmas, Joe Biden an-
nounced he was commuting the death
sentences of 37 depraved rapists and
murderers. While we still don’t know
how many of these pardons were signed
by Joe Biden and how many were
signed by his radical aides using his
autopen, this is a reminder that, unfor-
tunately, the Democratic Party is the
party of soft-on-crime.

As further evidence of this, consider
the so-called George Floyd Justice in
Policing Act, which would have hand-
cuffed law enforcement instead of dan-
gerous criminals. Further, consider
that every single Soros prosecutor is a
Democrat. Finally, consider that the
jurisdictions with the worst crimes at
the local level are all controlled by
Democrats.

Now, you may have heard some
Democrats argue that cities with the
highest homicide rates are in Repub-
lican States, but look a little closer. In
almost every case, those cities—like
Jackson, MS; Birmingham, AL; and St.
Louis, MO, are run by Democrats.

Look at Democrat-led Charlotte, NC.
Just last month, an innocent, 23-year-
old Ukrainian refugee was heinously
murdered by a crazed career criminal
while riding a light-rail train. Thanks,
in part, to the soft-on-crime policies of
the liberal former Governor, Roy Coo-
per, this deranged murderer had been
arrested 14 times, had been convicted
of crimes, including robbery with a
dangerous weapon, and had assaulted
his own sister. Yet he was still allowed
to walk free and take the life of Iryna
Zarutska.

I want to extend my condolences to
her family and loved ones and assure
them that we will pursue justice in her
tragic case. President Trump and Re-
publicans are working on behalf of in-
nocent individuals like Iryna, who have
a right to be safe and secure in their
homes, neighborhoods, and commu-
nities.

Compare Charlotte to Washington,
DC, where more than 1,900 arrests have
been made and more than 200 illegal
guns have been seized since President
Trump deployed the National Guard
and Federal law enforcement last
month. While the Democratic DC
Mayor admitted that President
Trump’s strategy is working, other
Democratic leaders in places like Chi-
cago and Baltimore are resisting as-
sistance and putting up a big stink.

But let me remind everyone that Chi-
cago mayor Brandon Johnson and Bal-
timore mayor Brandon Scott aren’t the
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ones riding public transportation alone
after a long day at work like Iryna
Zarutska. They aren’t the ones clutch-
ing a bottle of pepper spray in their
pocket as they wait for a bus to arrive
at a stop on an empty street. They
don’t have to worry that their brief-
case or purse will be ripped away from
them as they walk to their car in a
parking garage.

I would bet that many of the 81 per-
cent of Americans who see crime as a
major problem in large cities worry
about some of these very real threats
in their day-to-day lives. So I would in-
vite the Democrats to wise up and join
us on the right side of this issue: fight-
ing crime and standing up for innocent
Americans. I am pleased to stand with
President Trump and my Republican
colleagues to crack down on crime and
ensure that every law-abiding Amer-
ican can live in safety, security, and
freedom.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to waive the mandatory quorum
call with respect to the Law nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF MARIA A. LANAHAN

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote on the nomination
of Maria Lanahan to the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Mis-
souri. I will oppose her nomination.

As the principal deputy solicitor gen-
eral in the Missouri Attorney General’s
Office, Ms. Lanahan has been at the
forefront of litigating cases on politi-
cally charged issues, including restrict-
ing access to reproductive rights.

For example, she served as counsel of
record for Missouri in an effort to re-
strict access to mifepristone, one of
two drugs used for medication abor-
tions, despite the fact that decades of
peer-reviewed research has found
mifepristone to be safe.

Ms. Lanahan argued in briefs that
abortion medication are ‘‘dangerous
drugs,” and she claimed in responses to
written questions that she was un-
aware of more than 60 studies sup-
porting the FDA’s approval expanding
the use of mifepristone.

It is notable that she argued that
Missouri has standing to bring this
case because access to abortion medi-
cation is ‘‘depressing expected birth
rates for teenaged mothers in Plaintiff
States.”” She also claimed that Mis-
souri would be injured because a loss of
potential population would lead to ‘‘di-
minishment of political representa-
tion’ and ‘‘loss of federal funds.”

Ms. Lanahan also served as counsel
of record to Missouri in its challenge to
the CHNV Parole Program, which
grants a pathway for parole in the
United States from Cuba, Haiti, Nica-
ragua, and Venezuela. In the Missouri
Attorney General’s Office, she has dem-
onstrated hostility to humanitarian
parole, a critical component of our
country’s commitment to aiding people
who are in the midst of a humanitarian
crisis.
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I urge my colleagues to oppose Ms.
Lanahan’s nomination.

VOTE ON LANAHAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Lanahan nomination?

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) and the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 505 Ex.]

YEAS—52

Banks Grassley Mullin
Barrasso Hagerty Murkowski
Blackburn Hawley Paul
Boozman Hoeven Ricketts
Britt Husted ) Risch
Budf‘l Hyde-Smith Rounds
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Justice
Collins Kennedy gcott (FL)

cott (SC)
Cornyn Lankford Sheehy
Cotton Lee .
Cramer Lummis Sullivan
Crapo Marshall Thulne
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Curtis McCormick Tl.lbervﬂle
Daines Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
Graham Moreno

NAYS—45
Alsobrooks Heinrich Peters
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Blunt Rochester Kelly Schatz
Booker Kim Schiff
Cantwell King Schumer
Coons Klobuchar Shaheen
Cortez Masto Lujan Slotkin
Duckworth Markey Smith
Durbin Merkley Warner
Fetterman Murphy Warnock
Gallego Murray Warren
Gillibrand Ossoff Welch
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
NOT VOTING—3

Ernst Van Hollen Wyden

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
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nation of Executive Calendar No. 269, Robert
Law, of the District of Columbia, to be Under
Secretary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans,
Department of Homeland Security.

John Thune, John Barrasso, John Booz-
man, Tim Sheehy, James Lankford,
Shelley Moore Capito, Pete Ricketts,
Markwayne Mullin, Tommy Tuberville,
Rick Scott of Florida, James E. Risch,
Tom Cotton, Ted Budd, David McCor-
mick, John R. Curtis, Mike Rounds,
Jon A. Husted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Robert Law, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be TUnder Secretary for
Strategy, Policy, and Plans, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN), and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) are necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 506 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Graham Moran
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Capito Husted Risch
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Rounds
Collins Johnson Schmitt
Cornyn Justice Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cramer Lankford Sheehy
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune
Curtis Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst McCormick Wicker
Fischer Moody Young
NAYS—46

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Reed
Baldwin Hirono Rosen
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester Kim Schiff
Booker King Schumer
Budd Klobuchar Shaheen
Cantwell Lujan B
Coons Markey Sifé{ﬁn
Cortez Masto Merkley

. . Warner
Durbin Murkowski
Fetterman Murphy Warnock
Gallego Murray Warren
Gillibrand Ossoff Welch
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters

NOT VOTING—3
Duckworth Van Hollen Wyden
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

WICKER). On this vote, the yeas are 51,
the nays are 46.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Robert Law, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Under Secretary for Strat-
egy, Policy, and Plans, Department of
Homeland Security.
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