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during the 19th century, an integral part of 
Cabo Verde’s national heritage; 

Whereas the State Ship of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, the schooner 
Ernestina-Morrissey, originally launched in 
1894 as the Effie M. Morrissey, was the last 
sailing vessel to bring immigrants to the 
United States from the archipelago of Cabo 
Verde and was designated as a National His-
toric Landmark by the Department of the 
Interior in 1990; 

Whereas, between 1800 and 1921, more than 
70 percent of all Cabo Verdean immigrants to 
the United States arrived via the Port of 
New Bedford, Massachusetts; 

Whereas the labor of Cabo Verdeans be-
came integral to the commercial cultivation 
of cranberries in the United States in the 
19th century, as the whaling industry de-
clined, and remains so today; 

Whereas, with the decline of the whaling 
industry, Cabo Verdean-American mariners 
developed a strong packet trade between the 
archipelago of Cabo Verde and New England, 
bringing goods and thousands of immigrants 
with them; 

Whereas, on January 20, 1973, Amilcar 
Cabral, the founder and leader of the African 
Party for the Independence of Guinea and 
Cabo Verde, was assassinated; 

Whereas, on July 5, 1975, the archipelago of 
Cabo Verde gained independence from Por-
tugal and was officially recognized by the 
United States; 

Whereas, on July 19, 1975, the United 
States established diplomatic relations with 
the Republic of Cabo Verde; 

Whereas the first multiparty elections 
were held in 1991, ending the previous one- 
party rule in the Republic of Cabo Verde 
since independence; 

Whereas Kriolu Kabuverdianu can still be 
heard today in various towns and cities 
across New England and New York; 

Whereas the Republic of Cabo Verde has 
several sister city and town relationships 
with counterparts in the United States, such 
as pairings of Praia with Boston, Massachu-
setts, and with Providence, Rhode Island, 
Mosteiros with Brockton, Massachusetts, 
and Mindelo with New Bedford, Massachu-
setts; 

Whereas Cabo Verdean-Americans con-
tinue to contribute to the social fabric of the 
United States, particularly in New England, 
and are active in politics, entertainment, 
sports, academia, and other areas; 

Whereas many Cabo Verdean-Americans 
were involved in the civil rights movement 
in the United States and in Cabo Verde’s 
struggle for independence during the 20th 
century; 

Whereas more than 150 Peace Corps volun-
teers served in the Republic of Cabo Verde 
from 1988 to 2013, and in 2019, the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Cabo Verde formally 
invited the Peace Corps to return; 

Whereas José Maria Pereira Neves, the 
former Prime Minister and current President 
of the Republic of Cabo Verde, met with 
United States President Barack Obama at 
the White House in 2013 to discuss and 
strengthen bilateral relations, emphasizing 
mutual interests in economic development, 
democracy, and regional security; 

Whereas the Pedro Pires Institute for Cape 
Verdean Studies at Bridgewater State Uni-
versity, in Bridgewater, Massachusetts, is 
the only academic research institute in the 
world solely dedicated to the archipelago of 
Cabo Verde and Cabo Verdeans and serves as 
a bridge between Massachusetts, the archi-
pelago of Cabo Verde, and the Cabo Verdean 
diaspora; 

Whereas the Republic of Cabo Verde up-
holds the principles of freedom and democ-
racy; 

Whereas, in 2021, New Hampshire and the 
Republic of Cabo Verde established a rela-
tionship under the State Partnership Pro-
gram, administered by the National Guard 
Bureau, which deepens United States-Cabo 
Verde relations and supports joint learning 
and exercise exchanges between United 
States and Cabo Verdean military personnel; 

Whereas, in 2019, the traditional Cabo 
Verdean musical genre Morna, popularized 
by the world-renowned late singer and 
‘‘Barefoot Diva’’, Cesaria Evora, was in-
scribed on the Representative List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization; 

Whereas, in June 2022, according to the 
World Food Programme of the United Na-
tions, almost 10 percent of the Republic of 
Cabo Verde’s population faced acute food in-
security as a result of drought, the COVID– 
19 pandemic, and disruptions in global food 
and energy markets caused by the Russian 
Federation’s illegal full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine; 

Whereas, in December 2023, the Board of 
Directors of the Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration selected the Republic of Cabo Verde 
as eligible to develop a regional compact for 
the purpose of regional economic integra-
tion; 

Whereas the selection was made in rec-
ognition of the Republic of Cabo Verde’s 
clear commitment to democratic govern-
ance, high marks on the country’s Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation scorecard, suc-
cessful prior partnerships with the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, lingering devel-
opment and poverty reduction needs, and the 
potential opportunities to strengthen re-
gional economic integration; 

Whereas the Republic of Cabo Verde’s ini-
tial $110,000,000 compact with the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation, initiated in 2005, and 
closed in 2010, supported the construction of 
several new roads and bridges and helped ex-
pand and modernize the Port of Praia, which 
boosted its competitiveness by decreasing 
cargo processing times and shipping costs; 

Whereas the Republic of Cabo Verde’s sub-
sequent $66,000,000 compact with the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, initiated in 
2012, and closed in 2017, improved access to 
clean water and sanitation, strengthened 
land rights, and facilitated ambitious policy 
and institutional reforms to improve the 
country’s overall investment climate; 

Whereas, in December 2023, the Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Cabo Verde, Jose 
Ulisses Correia e Silva, met with the Presi-
dent of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, to 
emphasize Cabo Verde’s support for the terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine dating back to 
the illegal annexation of Crimea by the Rus-
sian Federation in 2014; 

Whereas, on January 12, 2024, the World 
Health Organization officially declared Cabo 
Verde malaria-free for the first time in 50 
years, a momentous public health achieve-
ment that sets a positive foundation for con-
tinued health initiatives supported by the 
United States; 

Whereas, on January 22, 2024, Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken traveled to the Repub-
lic of Cabo Verde to highlight how the 
United States has accelerated the United 
States-Africa partnership since the United 
States-Africa Leaders Summit held in De-
cember 2022; 

Whereas members of the Cabo Verdean- 
American community have served in United 
States conflicts, from the Revolutionary War 
to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; 

Whereas, in March 2024, the New Hamp-
shire National Guard and the Cabo Verdean 
Armed Forces held the GRANITE FALCO 
Combined Exercise, the first major United 

States-Cabo Verde combined exercise under 
the bilateral State Partnership Program; 

Whereas, in June 2024, Prime Minister Jose 
Ulisses Correia e Silva attended Ukraine’s 
Peace Summit in Switzerland and met with 
President Zelenskyy and the President of the 
Swiss Confederation, Viola Patricia Amherd; 

Whereas, in October 2024, the Office of 
Global Partnerships of the Department of 
States led a Blue-Green Futures delegation 
to Cabo Verde to explore opportunities in 
sustainable marine research and climate- 
smart entrepreneurship, deepening ties in 
environmental cooperation and economic de-
velopment; 

Whereas the Republic of Cabo Verde has a 
close relationship with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization to address common 
challenges, such as small arms proliferation, 
maritime security, and terrorism; 

Whereas the Republic of Cabo Verde re-
mains an integral member of the Economic 
Community of West African States, the Afri-
can Union, the Community of Portuguese 
Language Countries, and numerous other 
international organizations; and 

Whereas July 5, 2025, marks the 50th anni-
versary of the independence of the Republic 
of Cabo Verde, a moment to reflect on the 
country’s democratic achievements, cultural 
vibrancy, and enduring resilience of its peo-
ple: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends sincere congratulations and 

best wishes to the people of the Republic of 
Cabo Verde as they celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the independence of the archi-
pelago of Cabo Verde; 

(2) expresses support for the principles of 
freedom, democracy, and good governance, 
to which the people and Government of the 
Republic of Cabo Verde are committed; 

(3) commends the Cabo Verdean-American 
community for its contributions to the 
United States and service as a bridge be-
tween the 2 countries, both before and fol-
lowing independence, based on shared bilat-
eral history, diasporic ties, and common val-
ues; 

(4) notes the important role that the Re-
public of Cabo Verde has played in African 
and broader transatlantic affairs since gain-
ing independence on July 5, 1975; and 

(5) commends the Republic of Cabo Verde’s 
support for the sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity, and people of Ukraine, and its con-
demnation of the invasion of Ukraine by the 
Russian Federation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 374—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT SECRETARY OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ROBERT FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
JR. DOES NOT HAVE THE CON-
FIDENCE OF THE SENATE OR OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO 
FAITHFULLY CARRY OUT THE 
DUTIES OF HIS OFFICE AND 
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS 
POSITION 

Ms. ALSOBROOKS (for herself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KIM, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. WELCH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
and Mr. COONS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance: 
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S. RES. 374 

Whereas, while serving as the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘Secretary’’), Robert 
Fitzgerald Kennedy Jr., in violation of his 
constitutional oath, has engaged in a pattern 
of conduct that is incompatible with his con-
stitutional and statutory duties as the Sec-
retary, including by— 

(1) furthering his anti-science and anti- 
vaccine agenda by targeting, firing, and 
pushing out scientists and experts to install 
and empower unqualified anti-vaccine asso-
ciates throughout the Department of Health 
and Human Services (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘‘Department’’), specifically at 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and the Advisory Committee on Immu-
nization Practices in order to promote poli-
cies that undermine access and trust in vac-
cines; 

(2) failing to meet his obligations under 
section 1701 of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 300u), including the obligation to 
support ‘‘research and demonstrations re-
specting health information and health pro-
motion, preventive health services, and edu-
cation in the appropriate use of health care’’ 
and to increase ‘‘the application and use of 
health knowledge, skills, and practices by 
the general population in its patterns of 
daily living’’; 

(3) failing to meet his obligations under 
sections 402 and 464z–3 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 282; 285t), wherein it is 
clear that the congressional intent of Na-
tional Institutes of Health research is to sup-
port programs for research, research train-
ing, and recruitment that ‘‘provide for an in-
crease in the number of women and individ-
uals from disadvantaged backgrounds (in-
cluding racial and ethnic minorities) in the 
fields of biomedical and behavioral research’’ 
and to support research and training ‘‘with 
respect to minority health conditions and 
other populations with health disparities’’; 

(4) failing to meet his obligations under 
the many statutes that govern the programs 
of the Department and appropriate funding 
for the Department to administer such pro-
grams, in violation of Federal law and the 
Constitution of the United States, through 
his directed reduction in force and reorga-
nization of Department functions, which was 
initiated with little regard to the impact of 
the reductions on congressionally mandated 
activities, the efficacy of government pro-
grams and services, or the very legality of 
the reductions; and 

(5) failing to meet his obligations under 
the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3001 et seq.), the Developmental Disabilities 
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 
U.S.C. 15001 et seq.), and the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 701 et seq.), which to-
gether entrust the Secretary with ensuring 
both older Americans and individuals with 
disabilities are afforded the inherent dignity 
they are entitled to, including living where 
they choose with the ability to fully partici-
pate in their communities; 

Whereas, under the direction of political 
leadership, the National Institutes of Health 
has sent hundreds of letters to Federal grant 
recipients at public research institutions an-
nouncing that various grants have been ter-
minated because they ‘‘no longer effectuate 
agency priorities’’, resulting in delays and 
terminations that have caused direct, imme-
diate, significant, and irreparable harm to 
the States and to public research institu-
tions; 

Whereas, on March 24, 2025, the Depart-
ment abruptly and arbitrarily terminated 
$11,000,000,000 of critical public health fund-
ing from States across the country, jeopard-
izing disease surveillance programs, sub-

stance abuse services, emergency prepared-
ness initiatives, and funding to modernize 
State programs for childhood immunization 
and access to vaccinations, causing serious 
harm to public health and leaving States at 
risk for pandemics and the spread of disease; 

Whereas these terminations exceeded the 
Secretary’s statutory authority and are un-
lawful under subchapter II of chapter 5, and 
chapter 7, of title 5, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Administrative 
Procedure Act’’); 

Whereas in late February of 2025, the Sec-
retary and the Director of the National In-
stitutes of Health launched a ‘‘reckless and 
illegal purge’’ of hundreds of research 
projects because they allegedly had ‘‘some 
alleged connection to ‘gender identity’ or di-
versity, equity, and inclusion’’, when in re-
ality, this new mandate was used as a guise 
to cut research from diverse researchers, di-
verse populations, or research related to 
health disparities; 

Whereas, according to court filings, this 
research included grants for Alzheimer’s re-
search, research on disparities in pregnancy 
health, violence prevention among children, 
and the efficacy of preventative HIV medica-
tions, and as a result of these actions, ‘‘sci-
entific advancements will be delayed, treat-
ments will go undiscovered, human health 
with be compromised, and lives will be lost’’; 

Whereas 2 days after being sworn in as the 
Secretary, 5,200 probationary workers across 
multiple agencies of the Department re-
ceived termination notices, in which these 
workers were told that they were ‘‘not fit for 
continued employment because your ability, 
knowledge and skills do not fit the Agency’s 
current needs, and your performance has not 
been adequate to justify further employment 
at the Agency’’; 

Whereas, on March 27, 2025, the Secretary 
announced that the Department would begin 
to terminate an additional 10,000 employees 
as part of a broader effort to push 20,000 Fed-
eral civil servants out of Federal health 
agencies and consolidate divisions; 

Whereas, on April 1, 2025, the termination 
notices began, with consequences that were, 
according to litigation, ‘‘severe, com-
plicated, and potentially irreversible’’; 

Whereas, on April 1, 2025, most of the staff 
from the 8 Offices of Minority Health across 
the Department were eliminated at the Sec-
retary’s direction as part of a Department- 
wide reorganization, including the entire Of-
fice of Minority Health at the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services; 

Whereas sections 1707 and 1707A of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300u–6; 300u– 
6a) mandate the existence of these offices 
and section 10334(b)(3) of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 300u– 
6a note; Public Law 111–148) specifically pro-
hibits the termination or reorganization of 
these offices absent an Act of Congress; 

Whereas the Secretary has undertaken 
mass firings at the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families, reducing the agency’s 
staffing footprint by 35 to 40 percent, that 
endanger children and seniors and undermine 
the provision of essential services like child 
care, Head Start, adoption and foster care, 
and adult and child protective services; 

Whereas the Secretary has initiated steps 
to reorganize the Administration for Com-
munity Living, terminating half of the staff 
at the Department that work on Federal 
aging and disability programs and causing 
real harm to programs that support more 
than 11,000,000 seniors and 70,000,000 Ameri-
cans with disabilities; 

Whereas staff at numerous Freedom of In-
formation Act offices at the Department 
have been eliminated, eroding the American 
people’s ability to instrumentalize their 

right to government transparency and ac-
countability; 

Whereas 23 States have initiated numerous 
lawsuits against both Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
in his official capacity as the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, under-
scoring the illegality of the Secretary’s ac-
tions, and the ways in which both the Sec-
retary and the Department are undermining 
public health; 

Whereas leading health research organiza-
tions and individual researchers have filed a 
lawsuit against Robert F. Kennedy Jr. in his 
official capacity as the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services for breaching his statu-
tory authority under subchapter II of chap-
ter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Administra-
tive Procedure Act’’) by acting contrary to 
congressional mandates requiring the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to promote health 
equity and address health disparities; 

Whereas 20 States filed a lawsuit against 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. in his official capac-
ity as the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services for his arbitrary and capricious di-
rective to conduct an abrupt reduction in 
force and reorganization of the Department, 
which violates the Appropriations Clause of 
section 9 of article I of the Constitution of 
the United States and the constitutional 
doctrine of separation of powers; 

Whereas the Secretary’s illegal termi-
nation of National Institutes of Health re-
search grants and the subsequent termi-
nation of Federal employees working at Fed-
eral health agencies, as well as the elimi-
nation of a number of Centers of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and In-
stitutes of the National Institutes of Health 
will undermine efforts to combat chronic 
disease; 

Whereas the Secretary eliminated staff at 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke, the Na-
tional Center for Chronic Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion, the National Center 
for HIV, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and Tuber-
culosis Prevention, the National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health, the Na-
tional Center for Environmental Health, and 
the National Center on Birth Defects and De-
velopmental Disabilities, among others; 

Whereas these actions will stifle efforts to 
research, prevent, and treat Americans liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s disease, diabetes, epi-
lepsy, asthma, blood disorders, and many 
other chronic conditions; 

Whereas the Secretary himself admitted 
that these reductions in force were flawed 
and mismanaged, leading him to rehire some 
staff that were mistakenly fired, but still 
leaving many programs and agencies across 
the Department crippled by the cuts; 

Whereas under the direction of the Sec-
retary, the NIH Clinical Center has paused or 
delayed funding for months to hundreds of 
clinical trials, and outright terminated hun-
dreds more, and many of the terminated 
trials focused on testing vaccines, combat-
ting HIV and HPV, harm reduction strate-
gies to reduce SUDs, and violence and sexual 
assault prevention, and others focused on di-
abetes, kidney transplants, brain health, 
sickle cell treatments, and cochlear im-
plants, and will thus have wide ranging 
health implications for Americans; 

Whereas, in March 2025, the Department 
rescinded a memo, referred to as the ‘‘Rich-
ardson Waiver,’’ wherein the Department 
agreed to follow the notice-and-comment 
rulemaking procedures in the Administra-
tive Procedure Act, thereby breaking with 
more than 5 decades of precedent that al-
lowed members of the public and external ex-
perts to make their voices heard through 
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public comments on everything from pro-
posed rules, grants, loans, and contracts to 
the structure of the agency itself, and this 
action is in direct contradiction to the Sec-
retary’s stated commitment to lead the De-
partment through ‘‘radical transparency,’’ 
and enables the Department to take actions 
without public oversight, but the Govern-
ment Accountability Office found that this 
action is a rule that should have been sub-
mitted into the Congressional record, and is 
thus subject to a challenge under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Congressional Review Act’’); 

Whereas the Secretary has been a key in-
stigator and supporter of a health care agen-
da that will have devastating impacts for 
Americans, including under Public Law 119– 
21, and the Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated that this law alone will cut 
$1,000,000,000,000 from the United States 
health care system, and cause more than 
15,000,000 Americans to lose their health in-
surance coverage. Experts also predict this 
law will cause more than 51,000 preventable 
deaths, put more than 570 nursing homes at 
immediate risk of closure, and put more 
than 330 rural hospitals and 1,800 community 
health center sites across the country at im-
mediate risk of reducing services, converting 
to a different type of facility, or closing alto-
gether; 

Whereas it was reported that in order to 
secure support for his nomination from cer-
tain Republican Senators, Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. committed that, as Secretary, he 
would maintain the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices, the critical vaccine 
panel that advises the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention on how to use vac-
cines to control disease in the United States; 

Whereas immediately after making that 
promise, the Secretary went back on his 
word, abruptly cancelling the February 
meeting of the Advisory Committee on Im-
munization Practices (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘ACIP’’), and suggesting that he 
was preparing to remove experts from the 
committee; 

Whereas the Secretary continued to breed 
distrust in American scientific institutions 
by saying in his Senate testimony and maid-
en speech as Secretary, ‘‘we will remove con-
flicts of interest from the committees and 
research partners,’’ alleging without evi-
dence that Federal vaccine advisers are not 
acting in the best interest of public health 
and safety; 

Whereas, in his first speech as Secretary, 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. vowed to investigate 
the scientifically supported childhood vac-
cine schedule, saying, ‘‘nothing is going to 
be off limits’’; 

Whereas in June 2025, the Secretary took 
unprecedented steps to unceremoniously fire 
all 17 members of ACIP without cause, re-
placing them with 8 handpicked members, 
some of whom are vaccine skeptics and have 
conflicts of interest, including 1 who served 
as an expert witness against the human 
papillomavirus vaccine; 

Whereas just 2 weeks after the Secretary 
replaced all of the ACIP’s members, the 
newly comprised ACIP announced that it 
will revisit the childhood vaccine schedule, 
putting access to vaccines that children have 
received for decades, such as hepatitis B, per-
tussis, and polio, in danger; 

Whereas the Secretary’s new ACIP panel 
showcased an unscientific presentation from 
Lyn Redwood, a leader in the anti-vaccine 
movement and the President Emerita of 
Children’s Health Defense, an anti-vaccine 
organization the Secretary co-founded before 
his time in office, and following Redwood’s 
presentation, the new ACIP appointees voted 
5–1 recommending against use of multi-dose 
flu vaccine containing thimerosal; 

Whereas the Secretary subsequently 
pushed out esteemed career civil servants, 
including Dr. Peter Marks, the Director of 
the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Re-
search at the Food and Drug Administration, 
the regulator responsible for ensuring the 
safety and effectiveness of vaccinations; 

Whereas, in his resignation letter, Dr. 
Marks cast a light on the Secretary’s polit-
ical interference and misinformation that 
was undermining the work of the Food and 
Drug Administration, stating, ‘‘it has be-
come clear that truth and transparency are 
not desired by the Secretary, but rather he 
wishes subservient confirmation of his mis-
information and lies’’; 

Whereas, in his answers to questions for 
the record following his nomination hearing 
before the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. wrote, ‘‘I will do nothing as 
HHS Secretary that makes it difficult or dis-
courages people from taking vaccines but in-
stead seek transparency in these products’’; 

Whereas the Secretary has instead used his 
position to continue to discredit the science 
behind vaccines, stoke fear about the effi-
cacy and safety of vaccines, and dismantle 
vaccine approval and education programs; 

Whereas the National Institutes of Health 
halted funding for at least 40 research grants 
for projects studying vaccine hesitancy and 
paths to overcome it; 

Whereas the National Institutes of Health 
cancelled funding for studies seeking new 
vaccines and treatments for both COVID–19 
and other pathogens that may cause future 
pandemics, requested project lists regarding 
mRNA vaccines, the technology at the cen-
ter of COVID–19 vaccinations, and urged sci-
entists to remove references to such tech-
nology from their grant applications; 

Whereas, after the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration delayed granting a license to a 
COVID–19 vaccine in April 2025, the Sec-
retary falsely declared that ‘‘for respiratory 
illnesses, the single antigen vaccines have 
never worked’’; 

Whereas, in August 2025, the Department 
cancelled 22 mRNA vaccine development 
projects, as part of the Secretary’s broader 
anti-vaccine crusade and fixation on mRNA 
technology, with the Secretary falsely sug-
gesting that mRNA vaccines are unsafe and 
ineffective; 

Whereas, in May 2025, in a departure from 
the typical process and without input from 
ACIP, the Secretary announced that the De-
partment removed COVID-19 vaccines from 
the list of shots recommended for healthy 
pregnant women and children, making it 
harder for pregnant women and children to 
access the COVID-19 vaccine, and months 
later, the Food and Drug Administration ap-
proved the latest COVID vaccines with new 
restrictions for use, further erecting barriers 
to access to the vaccine for Americans across 
the Nation; 

Whereas, through the Secretary’s reduc-
tion in force and reorganization efforts, the 
Department has eliminated entirely or re-
duced the functionality of the Vaccines and 
Related Biological Products Advisory Com-
mittee, the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, and the Division of 
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases; 

Whereas, during the Secretary’s first week 
on the job, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention announced that it was stop-
ping a flu vaccination advertising campaign 
during the height of flu season; 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, a multi-State 
measles outbreak impacting communities 
with low measles vaccination coverage has 
been raging during the Secretary’s tenure, 
with the number of reported cases in 2025 
surpassing the number of cases when the dis-

ease was declared eliminated in the United 
States in 2000, largely due to the Measles, 
Mumps and Rubella vaccine (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘MMR vaccine’’) being 
97 percent effective in preventing measles, 
and the most cases in more than 3 decades, 
and 96 percent of patients during this out-
break have been unvaccinated or have un-
known vaccination status; 

Whereas instead of vocal support for the 
MMR vaccine, the Secretary has uplifted un-
tested treatments like cod liver supple-
ments, vitamin A treatments, the antibiotic 
clarithromycin, or the asthma steroid 
budensonide and directed Federal health 
agencies to explore potential new treatments 
for measles, including vitamin A treatments; 

Whereas vaccine safety experts at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics have 
found no conclusive link between autism and 
vaccines that contain thimerosal as a pre-
servative, yet the Secretary has used incon-
sistent and often contradictory messaging 
around the MMR vaccine, questioning the 
MMR vaccine’s safety by incorrectly declar-
ing, ‘‘we don’t know the risks of many of 
these products because they’re not safety 
tested,’’ ignoring the decades of scientific re-
search behind the vaccine proving that the 
vaccine is safe, and routinely misrepre-
senting the potential for adverse events from 
the vaccine, sowing fear in the public about 
vaccine use; 

Whereas the outbreak has resulted in hun-
dreds of hospitalizations and 3 deaths, in-
cluding 2 unvaccinated school-aged children 
with no known underlying medical condi-
tion. Yet the Secretary has downplayed the 
deaths associated with the measles outbreak, 
saying that more attention should be paid 
towards chronic diseases like diabetes and 
autism, while at the same time falsely 
claiming that there may be a relationship 
between the MMR vaccine and autism; 

Whereas, on April 30, 2025, the Secretary 
made the false claim that the MMR vaccine 
contains ‘‘aborted fetus debris’’, further per-
petuating fears and stigma about the vac-
cine; 

Whereas this is only the latest in a series 
of mistruths regarding the MMR vaccine 
that the Secretary has used his bully pulpit 
and position of leadership as the Secretary 
to promote; 

Whereas, in his answers to questions for 
the record following his nomination hearing 
before the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. wrote, ‘‘addressing maternal 
mortality, and its underlying causes, will be 
a priority in my leadership of HHS’’, yet as 
the Secretary, he has decimated Department 
divisions and offices responsible for pro-
tecting the health of women and their ba-
bies; 

Whereas the Secretary’s illegal reorganiza-
tion and unlawful mass firings at the Depart-
ment have devastated the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s Assisted Re-
productive Technologies office (which fo-
cuses on infertility and in vitro fertilization 
research), Division of Reproductive Health, 
Women’s Health and Fertility branch, and 
Office of Women’s Health, and the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration’s Ma-
ternal and Child Health Bureau; 

Whereas the Secretary has made a series of 
offensive and scientifically unfounded state-
ments about autism, perpetuating harmful 
stereotypes, disregarding decades of sci-
entific research and consensus, threatening 
public trust in lifesaving immunization pro-
grams, undermining the dignity of individ-
uals with autism, and denying individuals 
with disabilities the services they are enti-
tled to; 
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Whereas, in April 2025, the Secretary made 

crude, misleading, and ableist comments 
about individuals on the autism spectrum, 
offensively and incorrectly stating that 
they, ‘‘will never pay taxes, they’ll never 
hold a job, they’ll never play baseball, 
they’ll never write a poem, they’ll never go 
on a date’’; 

Whereas reports have surfaced that the 
Secretary has directed the National Insti-
tutes of Health to launch an ‘‘autism reg-
istry’’ to track Americans with the dis-
ability, likely in violation of Federal privacy 
laws; 

Whereas the Secretary hired Andrew 
Downing, who has made a career out of vac-
cine injury lawsuits, including receiving fi-
nancial compensation through litigation 
against the human papillomavirus vaccine, 
to begin ‘‘revolutionizing the Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program’’, and the Secretary 
also awarded Downing’s law firm a $250,000 
contract to support this effort, upending the 
Vaccine Injury Compensation Program could 
severely curb vaccine access across the Na-
tion; 

Whereas the Secretary has hired discred-
ited vaccine skeptic David Geier as a data 
analyst to examine the long-debunked and 
harmful theory that links vaccines to au-
tism, continuing to distort the public under-
standing of autism; 

Whereas during his confirmation hearing 
before the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, Senator 
Hassan summarized the danger of Robert F. 
Kennedy’s words and actions best: ‘‘The 
problem with this witness’ response on the 
autism cause, and the relationship to vac-
cines, is because he is re-litigating and 
churning settled science, so we cannot go 
forward and find out what the cause of au-
tism is, and treat these kids, and help these 
families’’; 

Whereas leading national autism organiza-
tions released a joint statement in April 
2025, on the importance of upholding sci-
entific integrity with evidence-based re-
search and investments in diverse supports 
for the autism community, rejecting Robert 
F. Kennedy’s rhetoric that ‘‘autism is pre-
ventable’’, his framing of autism as a 
‘‘chronic disease’’, ‘‘childhood disease’’, or 
‘‘epidemic’’, and his perpetuation of the 
myth that vaccines cause autism; 

Whereas, on August 27, 2025, the White 
House and Secretary Kennedy fired Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention Director 
Dr. Susan Monarez, just 30 days after her 
Senate confirmation, after the Director ‘‘re-
fused to rubber-stamp unscientific, reckless 
directives and fire dedicated health experts’’, 
and according to reporting, the Secretary 
was insisting that the Director approve all 
new recommendations from his hand-picked 
ACIP panel, regardless of the science behind 
the decisions; 

Whereas, in the same week the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention Director was 
fired, 4 high-level leaders and scientists at 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion submitted their resignations because of 
the chaos caused by the Secretary, including 
Director of the National Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Diseases, Dr. 
Demetre Daskalakis, Director of the Na-
tional Center for Emerging and Zoonotic In-
fectious Diseases, Dr. Daniel Jernigan, and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Debra Houry; 

Whereas Dr. Daskalakis wrote in his scath-
ing resignation letter that he is ‘‘unable to 
serve in an environment that treats CDC as 
a tool to generate policies and materials 
that do not reflect scientific reality and are 
designed to hurt rather than to improve the 
public’s health’’; 

Whereas these are just the latest in a se-
ries of high-profile leaders, scientists, and 
subject matter experts to be either directly 
pushed out by the Secretary or forced to 
leave due to the toxic, chaotic, and unten-
able environment created by the Secretary 
within the Department, and his 
politicization of science; 

Whereas, in August 2025, more than 750 
Federal health employees, including hun-
dreds of current Department staff wrote to 
Kennedy imploring him to ‘‘stop spreading 
inaccurate health information’’ and accusing 
him of ‘‘sowing public mistrust by ques-
tioning the integrity and morality of CDC’s 
workforce’’, they suggested that Kennedy’s 
actions have worsened Americans’ health 
and safety and are, at least in part, respon-
sible for the recent shooting at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention; 

Whereas, in less than a year in his role as 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has demonstrated a 
pattern of deception, perpetuating erroneous 
and even dangerous statements that have 
eroded public trust in the Department, Fed-
eral health agencies, and scientific research; 

Whereas a report by the Senate Finance 
Committee found that the Secretary has di-
rectly taken, directed, or enabled hundreds 
of actions over the course of every day of his 
tenure that put Americans’ health at risk, 
by decimating and threatening the critical 
staff and programs at the Department, desta-
bilizing gold-standard research, and 
weaponizing advisory panels and systems to 
undermine trust in and access to vaccines; 

Whereas, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has been 
negligent towards his statutory duty to pro-
vide for and enhance the health and well- 
being of all Americans, taking actions that 
have dismantled the public health system, 
defying the many statutes that govern the 
Department’s programs and appropriate 
funding for the Department to administer 
such programs, and intentionally undercut-
ting the will of Congress; 

Whereas Robert F. Kennedy Jr. regularly 
disregards the rule of law and co-opts the Of-
fice of the Secretary, using the Department 
and its resources as a means of personal gain 
for his agenda, and the financial gain of his 
family, his associates, and former organiza-
tion; and 

Whereas the role of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services is to be a trusted 
leader and an authority on science and evi-
dence-based health policies for the American 
public: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that Secretary Robert Francis Kennedy Jr. 
no longer holds the confidence of the Senate 
or of the American people to faithfully carry 
out his duties as Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, and thus should be removed 
from office. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3770. Mr. BENNET submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3771. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3772. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3773. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3774. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3775. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3776. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3777. Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself and Ms. WARREN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3778. Mr. MULLIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3779. Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3780. Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and 
Mr. KAINE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3781. Ms. SMITH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3782. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3783. Mr. KELLY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3784. Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. COT-
TON, and Mr. WARNER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3785. Ms. SMITH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3786. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3787. Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3788. Mr. RICKETTS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3789. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by her to the bill S. 2296, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3790. Mr. SANDERS (for himself and 
Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3791. Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3792. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 
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