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privacy and economic security of every 
American. 

It is no surprise that working fami-
lies are paying the price for Donald 
Trump and Russ Vought’s reckless ac-
tions. Just look at who is running the 
government: Donald Trump, billion-
aire; Elon Musk, billionaire; Scott 
Bessent, billionaire; Linda McMahon, 
billionaire; Howard Lutnick, billion-
aire; Charles Kushner, billionaire. And 
the list goes on. The total net worth of 
the billionaires in the Trump adminis-
tration is at least $382.2 billion. That is 
more than the GDP of 172 different 
countries. 

Elon Musk, first buddy and head of 
the Department of Government Effi-
ciency, himself is worth $410 billion. He 
is $150 billion richer than he was on 
election day. Linda McMahon, Sec-
retary of the Department of Education, 
is worth $3.2 billion. Howard Lutnick, 
nominated for the Secretary of the De-
partment of Commerce, is worth more 
than $1.5 billion but likely more. Kelly 
Loeffler, head of the Small Business 
Administration, is worth $1.1 billion. 
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., nominated for 
Secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, is estimated to be 
worth about $15 million. And he has re-
fused to give up a lucrative arrange-
ment with a law firm that will enable 
his family to make millions off vac-
cine-related lawsuits, even while he is 
heading up HHS. Steven Witkoff, 
Envoy to the Middle East, is worth a 
billion. Jared Isaacman, NASA Admin-
istrator, is worth $2 billion. 

Take this piece from CNN: 
Elon Musk plowed at least $260 million 

into efforts to send Donald Trump back to 
the White House, new filings show—a mas-
sive infusion that makes him one of the larg-
est single political underwriters of a presi-
dential campaign and underscores the out-
sized influence of the world’s wealthiest per-
son in this year’s election. 

Thursday’s filings with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission show that the Tesla and 
SpaceX executive gave a total of $238 million 
to a super PAC that he founded this year, 
America PAC, which worked to turn out vot-
ers on Trump’s behalf in key states. 

But he also was the financial backer of 
other groups that cropped up in the final 
days of the election to support Trump, in-
cluding one that spent millions on adver-
tising to defend [Trump’s] record on abor-
tion. It had sought to link Trump’s views on 
abortion to those of the late Supreme Court 
Justice and liberal icon Ruth Bader Gins-
burg. 

These people have no shame. 
Musk, through a trust that bears his name, 

donated $20.5 million to the group, named 
RBG PAC, on October 24, according to filings 
with the Federal Election Commission. He 
was the sole donor to the group, which was 
formed in mid-October. The donation’s tim-
ing meant that Musk’s involvement was not 
disclosed until— 

After the election, after the inau-
guration, not until last— 
Thursday’s post-election filings with the fed-
eral regulators. 

Ginsburg’s granddaughter, Clara Spera, 
publicly denounced the ads—which sought to 
neutralize abortion as a liability for Trump 
in the campaign—as misleading and an ‘‘af-

front’’ to Ginsburg’s legacy as a staunch de-
fender of abortion rights. 

So true. 
According to the new filings, Musk also do-

nated $3 million to the MAHA Alliance, a 
super PAC that ran stark ads in key swing 
states urging supporters of Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. to back Trump in the closing 
stretch of the campaign. Kennedy himself 
had ended his independent campaign over the 
summer and endorsed Trump. 

MAHA stands for ‘‘Make America Healthy 
Again,’’ Kennedy’s spin on Trump’s MAGA 
catchphrase. Trump has now tapped Ken-
nedy, one of the nation’s most prominent 
anti-vaccine conspiracy theorists, to oversee 
the Health and Human Services Department. 

Trump has selected other big donors for 
roles in his incoming administration. 

Howard Lutnick, the Cantor Fitzgerald in-
vestment bank chief whom Trump has 
tapped to head the Commerce Department, 
made a nearly $3 million ‘‘in-kind’’ donation 
of stock on October 21 to a pro-Trump super 
PAC, MAGA Inc., according to the organiza-
tion’s filings Thursday night. 

That’s on top of the $6 million that 
Lutnick previously donated to the super 
PAC over the course of the election cycle. 

Other Trump supporters who have landed 
spots in his administration also donated to 
MAGA Inc. They include Linda McMahon, 
the former wrestling company executive 
tapped to serve as Education secretary. She 
donated more than $20 million to the Trump- 
aligned super PAC this cycle. 

McMahon and Lutnick also served as co- 
chairs of Trump’s transition operation. 

Other Trump picks who have made seven- 
figure donations to MAGA Inc. include 
former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler, his 
choice to lead the Small Business Adminis-
tration; Scott Bessent, whom Trump has se-
lected as Treasury secretary; and two of his 
choices for plum diplomatic posts in Europe, 
Arkansas investor Warren Stephens and 
Charles Kushner, the father-in-law of 
Trump’s daughter, Ivanka. 

And look, don’t get me wrong, if you 
made a fortune because you had a great 
idea and you built a terrific business, 
good for you. But I guarantee that any 
great fortune in America was built, at 
least in part, using workers that all of 
us helped pay to educate; built, at least 
in part, by getting your goods to mar-
ket on roads and bridges that all of us 
helped to pay to build; built, at least in 
part, protected by police and fire-
fighters that all of us help pay the sal-
aries for. 

And now, instead of creating a sys-
tem that will help the next guy or gal 
that comes along build something, 
these guys want to pull up the ladder. 
They poured money into the 2024 elec-
tion, and now, they expect a return on 
their investment at the expense of ev-
eryone else. 

The Trump strategy is to flood the 
zone, partly so we don’t see each of the 
horrible orders and pay attention to 
them, but partly to demoralize us. 
Trump and his Republican friends hope 
that we will be demoralized. They hope 
that we will give up, curl in a little 
ball, and let them do whatever they 
want to do. I get it. It is tough right 
now, but it is important that we get 
back up and fight, and that is exactly 
what I am doing. 

I am challenging Elon Musk on his 
Department of Government Efficiency 

efforts to take away help for seniors 
who are living in nursing homes and 
little kids who are hoping for their 
daycare. I am asking questions of every 
nominee and pointing out to other Sen-
ators and to the public where they pose 
a real danger to the American people. 

Look at the fight over Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth. He is a credibly 
accused rapist who has been falling 
down drunk at work events, and he has 
run not one but two nonprofits directly 
into the ground. Nonetheless, Repub-
lican Senators stood beside him. He 
made it through his confirmation, but 
it wasn’t a freebie. Some Republicans 
broke ranks, and everyone in the coun-
try who was paying attention got to 
see up close and personal just how far 
the Republicans were willing to go to 
cower in front of Donald Trump. 

Those are the fights we must keep 
fighting. We will not roll over and play 
dead. This is not business as usual. The 
No. 1 thing people can do right now is 
speak out. Speak out on social media 
about every one of these things. Talk 
about the threats these people pose. 
Speak out about what Donald Trump is 
doing. 

In the middle of the night last Fri-
day, Donald Trump issued a batch of 
Executive orders turning back the 
clock decades on women’s reproductive 
rights. If people talk about that, then 
that is how we will begin to rebuild a 
movement to push out the Trump vi-
sion of America, in which billionaires 
are on top and everyone else is left in 
the dirt—and women don’t get to make 
their own health decisions. 

I have only got 24 hours a day, but I 
plan to spend as many of them as hu-
manly possible fighting back against 
Trump, Musk, and the billionaires who 
have taken over our country to pro-
mote themselves at the expense of ev-
eryone else. 

It is up to us. I am not lying down 
and playing dead, and I hope nobody 
else does either. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-

TICE). The Senator from Georgia. 
Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I yield 

30 minutes of my postcloture debate 
time on the Vought nomination to Sen-
ator MERKLEY and 30 minutes of my 
postcloture debate time on the Vought 
nomination to Senator SCHUMER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right. 

The Senator from Louisiana. 
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, with 

me today is one of my colleagues from 
my Senate office, Mr. James Shea. He 
is one of my right-hand people and does 
great work. And I am honored that he 
could join me today. 

Gosh, I don’t know where to begin. I 
have been in the Senate for 8 years. In 
dog years, that is 56 years, and it feels 
like 56 years. I have learned a lot, met 
a lot of interesting people. You know, 
before I got here, everybody told me 
about the Washington bubble, and I 
said, you know, how serious could they 
be. 
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Well, it is true; there is a Washington 

bubble. This place is different. It is in 
its own way sometimes disappointing, 
sometimes refreshing. It is deeply 
weird. For one thing, common sense is 
illegal in Washington. It is illegal. 

For another thing, I have discovered 
that this is a town of very frustrated 
ex-class presidents, and there is a 
Washington way of doing things. And 
when things aren’t done that way, 
when somebody challenges the status 
quo, many—not all—but many of these 
frustrated ex-class presidents in Wash-
ington, on the Hill and otherwise, they 
get excited, not in a good way. 

They can’t get their mind around 
doing anything other than the Wash-
ington way. Some of them, particularly 
in the media, they go almost catatonic, 
or the exact opposite, they foam at the 
mouth. And they really get upset. They 
can make a Valium nervous. It is like 
we are not doing things the way we 
have always done them, and the world 
is going to spin off its axis. 

I want to try to put in perspective 
what many of my Democratic friends 
have been talking about today. They 
are very, very, very upset at President 
Trump, and they are very, very, very 
upset at Elon Musk. 

President Trump ran for President on 
a number of issues. One of the issues he 
ran on—he said it almost every day. He 
said: If you make me President, I am 
going to go through the entire budget 
and review all the spending, line by 
line. If I heard him say that once, I 
heard him say that a thousand times. 
And that is what he has been doing. 

He went out and appointed, through 
an Executive order, Elon Musk—who 
some people like him, some don’t, but 
he is not a dummy. He is a very suc-
cessful business person. He has got a 
top secret security clearance. Presi-
dent Trump issued an Executive order, 
and he turned to Mr. Musk, and he 
said: Mr. Musk, I want you to do for me 
what I said I was going to do in the 
election. I want you to go through all 
the spending line by line. 

Now, let me ask you something: How 
are you going to review the spending 
without reviewing the spending? How 
are you going to audit the spending by 
an Agency without auditing the Agen-
cy? That is what I mean when I say 
common sense is illegal in Washington, 
DC. That is what Mr. Musk is doing. 

He has put together a crackerjack 
team, and they are going through 
everybody’s spending line by line, item 
by item. And my Democratic col-
leagues are very, very, very upset, and 
they have been very eloquent. They 
have talked about the process, and 
President Trump’s Executive orders 
supposedly violates the Constitution. 
And they have accused Mr. Musk of 
having conflicts of interest. And I have 
heard people say he is sitting over 
there with a notepad copying down 
everybody’s Social Security number, 
and he is going to go use it to make 
money. 

I mean, people in this town—not just 
my Democratic colleagues—they are 

really upset. They have never had any-
body question their spending. But that 
is what Mr. Musk is doing. But you 
know what, I have listened, this has 
been going on for a week. People have 
been screaming like they are part of a 
prison riot. Oh, my God, look at what 
Musk is doing. He is looking at the 
spending. 

And I have listened to the people talk 
about the process and debate whether 
it is constitutional and discuss how 
many lawyers can dance on the head of 
a pin, but you know what I haven’t 
heard one single person who is upset 
with President Trump or Mr. Musk 
talk about? What he has found. They 
don’t want to talk about the spending, 
the spending porn, the waste of tax-
payer money that he has found. I 
mean, that is the point of all of this. 

I tell you who is interested, the 
American people, the people in Amer-
ica who get up every day and go to 
work and obey the law and pay their 
taxes and try to educate their kids and 
try to do the right thing by their kids 
and try to save a little money for re-
tirement. And they have had to live 
through 20 percent inflation under 
President Biden. They understand what 
Musk is doing. They understand spend-
ing porn and wasting taxpayer money. 

Now, Mr. Musk started with USAID. 
It handles a lot of foreign aid for Amer-
ica. The American people are very gen-
erous. In our country, when you are 
homeless, we will house you. When you 
are hungry, we will feed you. In our 
country, when you are too poor to be 
sick, we will pay for your doctor. And 
we send a lot of money overseas to help 
our world’s neighbors. And USAID is a 
part of that. 

But I will tell you what Mr. Musk 
discovered—I will tell you it fascinated 
me. He discovered that the American 
taxpayers are giving money to Afghan-
istan. He found that we are giving 
money to Yemen. He found that we are 
giving money to Syria. I didn’t know 
that. Some of our foreign aid is going 
to Yemen, Afghanistan, Syria. 

He found that USAID has 10,000 peo-
ple—10,000 people—employees, and 
every year, they give away $40 billion. 
Mr. Musk also found—and I am not 
saying that all of this money is waste-
ful; I am not. Some of this money, I am 
sure, does some good. That is why Sec-
retary Rubio is going to revamp the 
Department and separate the good 
from the bad. 

But this is the kind of stuff Mr. Musk 
found: He found that USAID gave 
money to support electric vehicles in 
Vietnam—our money, taxpayer money. 
He found that USAID gave money to a 
transgender clinic in India—I didn’t 
know that. I bet you the American peo-
ple didn’t know that. 

He found that USAID gave $1.5 mil-
lion to a Serbian LGBTQ group called 
Grupa Izadji. I probably mispronounced 
that. My apologies. Anyway, they got 
1.5 million to ‘‘advance diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion in Serbia’s work-
places and business communities.’’ 

What else did Mr. Musk find that my 
colleagues don’t want to talk about? 
Well, he reviewed a study and then 
went and checked it. The study was 
done by the Middle East Forum. They 
found that USAID spent $164 million to 
support radical organizations around 
the world. We are not talking Cub 
Scout troops here. We are talking 
about radical organizations around the 
world. They gave $122 million of that to 
groups aligned with foreign terrorist 
organizations—our taxpayer money. 

According to this report and Mr. 
Musk, the USAID has given millions of 
dollars to ‘‘organizations . . . in Gaza 
controlled by Hamas.’’ Why aren’t my 
colleagues talking about that? 

Recipients of the money, they found, 
have ‘‘called for their lands to be 
‘cleansed’ from the ‘impurity of 
Jews.’ ’’ That is who we are giving our 
foreign aid to? What else? I am not 
going to spend my whole time talking 
about this, but nobody else is talking 
about it. They are just talking about 
the process and Mr. Musk and he is a 
mean guy and he shouldn’t be looking 
at our spending. Well, he is, and I kind 
of find what he found out interesting. 

He found that we gave $2 million— 
USAID did—for sex changes in Guate-
mala. He found that we gave $20 mil-
lion to produce a new ‘‘Sesame Street’’ 
show in Iraq. He found that we gave 
$4.5 million of taxpayer money to com-
bat disinformation in Kazakhstan. He 
found that we gave $10 million—USAID 
did—of meals to an al-Qaida-linked ter-
rorist group called the al-Nusrah 
Front. Mr. Musk found that we gave 
$7.9 million of taxpayer money to a 
project that would teach Sri Lankan 
journalists to avoid binary-gendered 
language. We took—the USAID took 8 
million bucks and gave it to a bunch of 
journalists in Sri Lanka to teach them 
how to avoid binary-gendered lan-
guage. I don’t know what the hell bi-
nary-gendered language is. I think I do. 
You think most taxpayers would sup-
port that? Why aren’t we talking about 
that? USAID gave $1.5 million to pro-
mote LGBT advocacy in Jamaica. They 
gave $1.5 million to rebuild the Cuban 
media ecosystem. They gave $1.5 mil-
lion for Art for Inclusion of People 
with Disabilities in Belarus, another 
$3.9 million for LGBT causes in Mac-
edonia, $8.3 million for equity and in-
clusion education in Nepal. I could go 
all night. 

And many of my colleagues are 
upset. They are really mad at Mr. 
Musk. Hell, I think we ought to give 
him a medal. All he is doing is what 
President Trump said he was going to 
do. President Trump said he was going 
to audit the spending. So Trump goes 
and hires Musk—again, with a top-se-
cret security clearance. Nobody can 
quibble with his intelligence, you 
know. The guy is as smart as Einstein’s 
cousin. He is a very successful busi-
nessman. Some say he is the richest 
guy in the world. And he is doing the 
auditing. And, man, he is finding a lot 
of stuff. I call it spending porn. 
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Now, I am not saying everything that 

USAID does is wasted, but I am saying 
a lot of it is—a hell of a lot of it is. And 
we ought to be on the floor of this U.S. 
Senate thanking Mr. Musk, and we 
ought to be asking him to go through 
every Agency and look at everybody’s 
budget—everybody’s budget. 

That is what the American people 
want. They don’t want to talk about 
process. They don’t want to continue 
with the Washington way. They want 
to save some money. 

Now, let me tell you what is really 
going on here too. For 4 years under 
President Biden and for, what, 8 years 
under President Obama—and I respect 
both of them. I don’t hate anybody. I 
don’t. When I say my prayers at night, 
one of the things I ask God: God, don’t 
let me hate, because it is hard in Wash-
ington. Don’t let me hate. I have all 
the respect in the world for President 
Biden and President Obama. Tough job. 
But between them, they spent 12 years 
in Washington. And Presidents set the 
tone; they control the questions that 
are asked. 

And here is the question that Presi-
dent Obama and President Biden asked 
for 8 years—for 12 years. I heard it 
every single day: Who needs to pay 
more in taxes? Is it you? Is it you? Who 
needs to pay more in taxes? We need 
more money. Who needs to pony up 
more? That was the issue. 

But that is not the issue today. We 
have a new President. You know what 
the issue is today? What the hell hap-
pened to all of the money? What the 
hell happened to all of the money? And 
that is what Mr. Musk is finding out. 
That is all this is about. 

I am just shocked that my colleagues 
have decided that this is the hill they 
are going to die on. How can you look 
the American people in the eye and 
support this kind of waste? Support 
this kind of spending porn? 

I mean, the election, to me, made at 
least one thing clear, that the Amer-
ican people are sick and tired of people 
in Washington denying reality. The 
last administration tried to convince 
us that we were living in a crime-free 
world where inflation was temporary 
and the border was secure, and the 
American people didn’t buy it. You 
know why? Because it wasn’t true. 

And the administration, our last ad-
ministration, tried to argue that 
Bidenomics was making our lives bet-
ter, but the American people knew dif-
ferently. They understood Bidenomics 
to mean: I get to spend more to live 
worse. And they voted. 

Now, I mean, the American people 
were poorer under the last administra-
tion, but they didn’t become stupid. 
They could see that the government 
was creating the problem, not trying to 
fix it. And they noticed the national 
debt too. 

Put up that first chart for me. 
You know what our national debt is? 

$36 trillion. Not million, not billion— 
$36 trillion. It takes my breath away. 
Highest it has ever been, over 100 per-

cent of our gross domestic product. Our 
debt is growing faster than our econ-
omy. And we toss around these num-
bers—a trillion, a billion, a million, a 
squillion—like it is nothing. I want to 
try to put this in context. 

If I started counting right now and I 
counted one numeral, if you will, per 
second—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7—and I kept 
counting all day and all night, I didn’t 
sleep, I counted between bites of oat-
meal at breakfast, I just counted con-
tinually one numeral per second, it 
would take me 32 years to count to 1 
billion—32 years to count to 1 billion. 
It would be 2057. I would be dead as 
Woodrow Wilson. I wouldn’t live that 
long, and that is just a billion. 

Our debt is $36 trillion. Do you know 
how long it would take me to count to 
a trillion? It would take 31,000 years if 
I counted one numeral per second. 
About as old as CHUCK GRASSLEY— 
31,000 years. 

It would take me 1 million years to 
count to 36 trillion. 

Those are the kind of numbers we are 
talking about, and the American peo-
ple understand it. 

Since 2019, America’s population has 
grown 2 percent. We are not having ba-
bies—2 percent. And that is after mas-
sive immigration. 

You know how much our budget has 
grown? It has grown 55 percent—55 per-
cent. Yeah, we have had inflation, but 
we haven’t had 55-percent worth of in-
flation. That is how we got to this $36 
trillion in debt. 

Put up the next chart for me. 
Now some of this money we had to 

spend during the pandemic, and it was 
a bipartisan effort during the pan-
demic. Republicans voted for it, and 
Democrats voted for it because we had 
no choice. I was there. I saw it from 
the inside. We came this close to losing 
the American economy. 

And you know who helped a lot, 
doesn’t get enough credit? Jay Powell 
with the Federal Reserve. I watched it. 
The whole world wanted to go into a 
cave and retreat. 

Back in the great recession, I remem-
ber all the other countries in the world 
looked to us. They may hate us, but 
they know we are the greatest country 
in all of human history. They look to 
America. 

And you know what? Back in the 
great recession, all the other countries 
wanted treasuries, treasury notes, 
treasury bonds. Not this time. They 
were so scared; they didn’t want treas-
uries. They wanted dollars, cash dol-
lars. So Jay Powell—thank the Lord— 
he goes over to the Federal Reserve. He 
opens what is called a currency swap 
line. And he told every country: You 
want dollars? I will trade you dollars 
for your currency. Everything calmed 
down. He doesn’t get any credit for 
that, but it was a gutsy thing to do. 

But on top of that, to save the Amer-
ican economy—that wasn’t helping the 
American economy. We had to keep the 
economy going. We spent a lot of 
money. 

But then COVID ended. And what we 
should have done was go back to pre- 
COVID spending, but we didn’t do that. 

President Biden, after the shutdowns 
and the coronavirus, the pandemic was 
over, passed the American Rescue 
Plan. COVID was over. He spent $1.9 
trillion. Never let a good crisis go to 
waste. I didn’t vote for it. 

Then he came back and passed what 
he called an infrastructure deal. It was 
really just the green new deal. I know 
what is in that bill. That was another 
$1.2 trillion. 

And then he passed the Inflation Re-
duction Act. I didn’t vote for it. But 
that was another $1.0 trillion. 

And then he passed the CHIPS Act. 
This is really special. He said: Big 
Tech, the semiconductor companies, 
need our money. They need taxpayer 
money. They are not making enough 
money. And he gave them money. 

He didn’t give hardware stores 
money. President Biden didn’t give the 
healthcare industry money. He said: I 
want to help Big Tech, and, boy, they 
sucked it up like a Hoover Deluxe. We 
spent $280 billion subsidizing Big Tech. 

And you add it all up, and that is 4.3, 
almost $4.5 trillion, and that is how we 
got $36 trillion in debt. And that is why 
Donald Trump said: I am going to look 
at every single line item we are spend-
ing. And that is why he gave the job to 
Elon Musk. And that is why Musk is al-
tering these accounts. But nobody 
wants to talk about what he is finding. 
Nobody wants to talk about the spend-
ing part, except the American people. 
They get it, Mr. President. They get it. 

I hope Mr. Musk continues. My col-
league and friend—we had a little dis-
cussion in Banking today. Senator 
WARNER makes a good point. He wants 
Mr. Musk to come over and talk to 
Congress about how he is doing this. I 
am all for that. I am all for that. I 
would love to have him come over and 
walk us through what he is doing and 
how he is discovering all this spending 
part. We need all the help we can get in 
reducing our spending because we can’t 
continue at this pace. 

I just want to spend a few minutes 
putting all this in perspective. The 
world is not going to spin off its axis, 
folks. Every business that I know of 
goes through an audit. Now we are 
being audited. But we are being audited 
by—not by the usual auditors—but we 
are being audited by a person ap-
pointed by the President of the United 
States. 

I am betting you, when he is 
through—and he is going to go through 
all these Agencies. He is starting on 
the Department of Education next. I 
think he will end up finding that some 
of our money is being well spent, but 
he is also going to find that some of 
our money is being stolen and it is 
being wasted, and that is an insult to 
every taxpayer in this country. 

I am going to end like I began. We 
ought to be giving Mr. Musk a medal. 
We ought to be thanking him. Maybe 
nobody else wants to hear about the 
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spending part, but I can’t wait to read 
the book. I hope he finds all of it and 
compiles it. I hope Marco Rubio, the 
new Secretary of State, takes USAID 
and shakes them by the shoulder and 
lifts up the good people there and fires 
the bad people—the people that wasted 
taxpayer money like this, giving 
money to terrorist organizations, giv-
ing money to organizations that sup-
port Hamas. I hope he gets rid of every 
single one of them. 

I think, if we listen to Mr. Musk, we 
can save a lot of money. And I hope he 
does come over and explain what he is 
doing. 

CHAGOS ISLANDS 
Mr. President, I want to talk about 

one other subject real quick. I talked 
about it before. I am not going to re-
peat it. 

This is India. This is China, which 
wants to run the whole world. China is 
already trying to take over the ship-
ping lanes in the South China Sea. This 
is the Chagos Islands, right down here. 

Years ago, the Chagos Islands were 
owned by France. France ceded the 
Chagos Islands to our friends in Great 
Britain. 

A number of years ago, the United 
Kingdom and America got together and 
we built—mostly with American dol-
lars, by the way—we built a military 
base in the Chagos Islands, on one par-
ticular island called Diego Garcia. 

This is a really important military 
base. For one thing, it is very close to 
the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean 
and China, so we can watch it. For an-
other thing, it is one of the only bases 
where our nuclear submarines can 
dock—hugely important. 

Well, the United Nations got mad at 
the United Kingdom. They said: Great 
Britain, you are bad people. You used 
to be colonialists. You acquired other 
countries, sometimes freely, some-
times by force. 

Every country I know of in the world 
of any strength has done that. It 
doesn’t mean we ought to be proud of 
it, but it is part of our history. 

But the United Nations said: Shame 
on you, UK. Shame on you—bad, bad, 
bad, bad. You have to give back the 
Chagos Islands and the military base 
there. 

The U.N. doesn’t have any jurisdic-
tion over the United Kingdom. But the 
U.N. said: Not only do you have to give 
it back, but you don’t give it back to 
the people of the Chagos Islands; you 
give it back to another group of islands 
way down here called Mauritius. Mau-
ritius used to own the Chagos Islands 
when France ceded them to Great Brit-
ain. They were run by Mauritius. But 
the people of the two island groups— 
archipelagos—the people don’t have 
any affinity. 

What does Mauritius say? Of course, 
we will take it. 

But they want to start charging the 
United States and the UK 9 billion for 
a 99-year lease. So we can lease our 
own military base all because the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 

feels guilty because somebody, some 
tofu-eating ‘‘wokerati’’ at the United 
Nations, says they are bad people—bad, 
bad, bad colonialists. 

And the Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, he is going along with it, but 
he says: I am negotiating with Mauri-
tius. And the leader of Mauritius just 
issued a press release saying: Yes, he is 
negotiating. He increased the price and 
shortened the leash. 

Do you know who is loving all of 
this? China, because China has a close 
relationship with Mauritius. And do 
you know what? It is going to get a lot 
closer. 

This is insane. This is cell-deep stu-
pid. This is bone-deep, down-to-the- 
marrow stupid, because the United Na-
tions wants the United Kingdom to feel 
guilty, they want to give our military 
base and their military base to Mauri-
tius. 

Now, the Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom can stop this, and 
Marco Rubio, our new Secretary of 
State, is against it. I haven’t talked to 
him directly, but I think President 
Trump is against it. The United King-
dom is our friend. I went to school 
there for a while. I love it. 

I want to see the Prime Minister do 
well, but he needs to put down the 
bong. He needs to put down the bong. 

This makes absolutely no sense, and 
it is going to be a big part of his legacy 
if he gives away this island and our 
military base to, in effect, what will 
eventually be China. 

I would say to the Prime Minister to-
night—I don’t mean any disrespect. I 
want to say this respectfully. I 
shouldn’t have said the ‘‘bong’’ part. I 
take it back. 

Please, Mr. Prime Minister, don’t do 
this. Don’t do this. We will stand with 
you in telling the United Nations, who 
is upset with you, to go fill out a hurt 
feelings report because we are not 
doing it. We will stand with you. 
Please say no. Don’t give our military 
base away. It is going to really hurt 
the relationship between the United 
States of America and the United King-
dom. 

I know Donald Trump pretty well. I 
know Marco Rubio pretty well. They 
will forgive, but they will never, ever 
forget. Don’t do it, Mr. Prime Minister. 

I have taken too much time. I am 
sorry. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I know 

my time has been squeezed a little bit. 
I have other colleagues. I want to men-
tion one thing to my friend from Lou-
isiana. I love to listen to him talk. 
There are a lot of things he says that I 
tend to agree with, a lot of things I 
tend to disagree with. 

I do want to make sure folks know 
what I have some concern about. You 
want a debate about any of these pro-
grams; that is fair cooking. If there are 
ways to save spending, count me in. In 
fact, you are a former Governor; I am 

a former Governor. Virginia got named 
best managed State in the country 
when I was Governor. And you know 
how we got that information about line 
item programs? Because about a decade 
ago—maybe 12 years ago—Rob 
Portman and I did something called 
the DATA Act, which gives you that 
line-by-line information. 

We can debate about the validity of 
these programs. What you don’t need 
to do is to put two—I have the name of 
one person, maybe not the name of the 
other—into the Treasury with, to my 
knowledge, at least for one of them, we 
are not sure if they have any security 
clearances at all—to look at $1.3 billion 
of checks being written out by the U.S. 
Treasury. 

You want to debate about USAID; 
have at it, if the programs can’t be de-
fended. 

But why would you give someone—a 
coder—the potential keys to the king-
dom of the U.S. Treasury? Why does 
this coder—or Mr. Musk’s DOGE bros— 
need to know how much the U.S. Gov-
ernment paid the Senator from Lou-
isiana on a tax refund or the Senator 
from Virginia or anyone? I will make it 
a simple question to ask. Come in and 
explain yourself. 

I would love to go through more, but 
I know I have colleagues waiting too. 

NOMINATION OF RUSSELL VOUGHT 
Mr. President, I want to get back to 

what we are talking about here, which 
is how strongly I oppose the Presi-
dent’s nomination of Russ Vought to be 
Director of the Management and Budg-
et, OMB. 

I have gotten a lot of grief. I sup-
ported a number of President Trump’s 
earlier nominees. I believe the Presi-
dent and a Governor ought to mostly 
get their choices. But the remarkable 
thing about Mr. Vought is—and why I 
so strongly oppose him—this man is 
the author of Project 2025. Remember 
that? 

Again, let’s go back, as my friend 
said, to the campaign. I remember Don-
ald Trump saying: I am going to lower 
inflation. I am going to bring down 
grocery prices. And he also said: As a 
matter of fact, this Project 2025, I don’t 
know what you are talking about. 

He claims to have never read it. In-
stead, he is putting the lead author in 
charge of OMB. And this manifesto, 
this doctrine, this author, Mr. 
Vought—and I quote—said he wants 
our Federal workforce to be ‘‘trauma-
tized.’’ He wants them to be seen as vil-
lains. 

Well, I have run a business or two. I 
am proud of that. I know the Presiding 
Officer has, as well. If you want to get 
more out of your workforce, you don’t 
go in with a plan: Let’s traumatize the 
workforce or let’s arbitrarily cut here, 
cut there, fire the good people, let the 
folks maybe not so good stay on. 

But that is what I believe is going on. 
Mr. Vought’s vision of a traumatized 

workforce—a group of folks that no-
body elected and may not even have 
appropriate security clearances go into 
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