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year—while he was begging Donald
Trump for a nomination to the bench
while he was meeting with Republican
Senators to angle for their rec-
ommendation—he was, at the same
time, part of a panel of Florida State
judges hearing Donald Trump’s defa-
mation case against the Pulitzer Prize
Board earlier this February.

Did Mr. Artau do the right thing and
recuse himself from the case? Of course
not. Did he inform anyone about this
potential conflict of interest? Of course
not. Instead, Artau stayed on the case
and—surprise, surprise—ruled in favor
of Donald Trump. That is no coinci-
dence; that is no accident. That is Don-
ald Trump rigging our courts with his
loyalists. Donald Trump gave Artau
the chance to prove his fealty to him.
Artau eagerly obliged, and Donald
Trump rewarded him with a nomina-
tion for a Federal judgeship.

This nomination is just another ex-
ample of Donald Trump making a total
mockery of our Federal judiciary. And
it proves the point that the only
thing—the only thing—Trump cares
about when it comes to judges is
unyielding fealty to him and why we
need to vote on these judges and be
able to speak about these judges—be-
cause there is so much—so much—bad
stuff and corruption going on.

I yield the floor.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 291, Edward
L. Artau, of Florida, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of Flor-
ida.

John Thune, Lindsey Graham, Mike Lee,
Eric Schmitt, Katie Boyd Britt, John
Barrasso, Marsha Blackburn, Chuck
Grassley, Pete Ricketts, Shelley Moore
Capito, Todd Young, John R. Curtis,
Steve Daines, John Cornyn, James
Lankford, Rick Scott of Florida, Jim
Banks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call under rule XXII has been
waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Edward L. Artau, of Florida, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Florida, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) is
necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 46, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 502 Ex.]

YEAS—b53

Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Mullin
Blackburn Hagerty Murkowski
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budfi Husted ) Risch
gapl_tg I}y}?e—Smlth Rounds

assidy ohnson :
Collins Justice EChmltt

cott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford
Cramer Lee sheghy
Crapo Lummis Sullivan
Cruz Marshall Thune
Curtis McConnell Tillis
Daines McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
NAYS—46

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Iélo_@uchar Slotkin

oons ujan X
Cortez Masto Markey \S;mtg 11
Duckworth Merkley an Holen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
Heinrich Reed

NOT VOTING—1
Welch

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 53, the nays are 46,
and the motion is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Edward L.
Artau, of Florida, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2026—Motion to Proceed—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to S. 2296, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 115, S.
2296, a bill to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2026 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION SHOOTING

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise today with my colleague Senator
SMITH because once again our State is
in mourning. After a painful summer
where we lost Leader Melissa Hortman
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and her husband Mark in a horrific act
of violence, we were once again shaken
to our core by a deadly mass shooting
at Annunciation Catholic Church in
Minneapolis.

It happened during the first mass of
the year, an exciting time for so many
students, back to school, meeting their
new teacher, seeing new students.
Right in the middle of that mass, two
children, Fletcher Merkel and Harper
Moyski were murdered.

We mourn for their lost lives, their
families, the 21 people injured, includ-
ing 18 children, ages 6 to 15. I think
about the teachers and clergy who
never imagined having to instruct chil-
dren to duck under church pews to save
their lives, and all the kids who were
forced to grow up way too quickly.
They will never forget that morning.

On the day of the shooting, literally
within an hour of the shooting, I found
out that one of my former employees
who worked in this building, whom I
am very close to, Kate Nilan, she had
three kids in that church that morn-
ing. She left Washington, got married,
had these three children, two of them
twins, and they were all three in that
church.

Her daughter Cora, who is in middle
school, saw two of her best friends get
shot—one in the stomach, one in the
neck—and she had to run out of that
church when they could get to safety
and told one of their dads that his
daughter had been shot.

We have since heard about a teacher
who got a kid out of a wheelchair, a
child with disabilities, put him under
the pew, and then shielded him with
her own body.

We have heard the words of a young,
young child who was saved because his
friend laid on top of him and got shot
in the back. We heard the stories of the
police officers who ran toward and not
away from danger and saved lives. And
we have heard the stories of the medics
and the first responders and the doc-
tors and the nurses in the operating
rooms that somehow were able to save
all those other lives at two fine hos-
pitals, Hennepin County Medical Cen-
ter, as well as a children’s hospital in
Minneapolis, and I am sure several oth-
ers.

You know, it is such a close-knit
neighborhood that surrounds this beau-
tiful church. Annunciation is a church
on a hill, but it is not a church alone
on a hill. It is a church that is attached
to a school, and it is a church and a
school that are right next to houses lit-
erally a few yards away. And then next
to the houses are more houses, and
then next to the houses are a shop. And
next to that is a restaurant, and then
next to that is another big high school.
And then next to that are more houses.

So many houses filled with families
who, on that day, Wednesday, August
27, had to tell their own Kkids the horror
of what happened in every single one of
those houses. You can’t hide from this,
as much as you want to shield your
kids from these Kkinds of stories, but
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when they are 6-year-olds that are in
the mass shooting, that are in the
church, who are the neighbors and
friends of the kids in the other houses,
every parent had to tell their Kkids
about it.

This church, this school, these people
of faith, these neighbors, they have all
been incredibly strong, and even on
this horrific day, I saw, hours after the
shooting, neighbors sitting out on their
lawn chairs with food for each other.
Neighbors hugging people they Kknew
and hugging perfect strangers whose
lives had been just turned upside down.

But most of all, I have been thinking
about that little 8-year-old Fletcher
Merkel, 10-year-old Harper Moyski, and
their families, whose lives were taken
that day, and I am going to start by
talking about them.

Fletcher was just starting third
grade. He loved his family, his friends.
He loved fishing and cooking, and in
his Dad’s words, ‘‘any sport that he was
allowed to play.” His dad also said that
Fletcher was on his way to becoming a
wonderful young man. In light of his
family’s tragedy, the family has urged
people to wear bright colors to his fu-
neral this Sunday to honor his mem-
ory, and he asked all parents to give
their kids an extra hug.

Harper Moyski, the other child we
lost, had just begun fifth grade. Her
parents described her as a bright, joy-
ful, and deeply loved 10-year-old whose
laughter, kindness, and spirit touched
everyone who knew her. She was
adored by her little sister. Like so
many girls her age, she would have
sleepovers with her friends. They would
stay up late watching movies and doing
each other’s makeup.

So I met that family just many hours
after they lost Harper. They joined
thousands of people at the Academy of
Holy Angels nearby because they didn’t
want to be alone. They wanted to be
with people from their community,
whether they knew them or not. They
were there to hear from the arch-
bishop.

They were there to hear words of
comfort. And I met Harper’s little sis-
ter, sitting quietly on her mom’s lap,
holding a Teddy bear, knowing her life
would never be the same.

Harper’s family was clear that they
want to see us take action. In her par-
ents’ words:

Change is possible, and it is necessary—so
that Harper’s story does not become yet an-
other in a long line of tragedies.

Change is possible, but it takes cour-
age, and that courage isn’t supposed to
come from parents in mourning or
from defenseless kids in mass in the
first week of school. Sixth graders
should not have to protect first grad-
ers.

You know, I will never forget meet-
ing several of the Sandy Hook parents
in 2013, and I shared this story with
some of the parents at Annunciation.
It was the day we had the vote on the
bipartisan background check bill. I re-
member JOE MANCHIN was trying to get
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that done. It was a strongly bipartisan
bill. It was one of my worst days in the
Senate because they were in my office,
and I had to call Joe to get the latest—
because he was trying to get the bill
done—and tell the families that we
weren’t going to be able to get it
passed. We were missing just a few
votes.

I remember that day because one of
the moms in my office described how
her son had severe disabilities, and he
had a school aide that would be with
him all the time. Every day before he
went to school, he would point at the
picture of the school aide that was on
their refrigerator because he loved her,
and he did that that day.

She told me that was the last time
she saw her son. He was autistic. He
loved that aide and loved his family.

Hours later, she sat with other par-
ents in that firehouse in Connecticut
waiting as, one by one, kids would
come in, and their families would cry
and grab them and hug them and whisk
them away. Pretty soon, the families
left in that firehouse knew they were
the ones left. They knew they would
never see their babies again.

That mom sat there in that firehouse
thinking—and the dad—and they
thought about the fact that whatever
happened to their child, whom they
now knew was dead, would have hap-
pened to the school aide too.

When they found them, she had her
arms around him in a closet. They were
both shot dead.

Those families asked me that day in
my office ‘“‘How come we have the cour-
age to come here to advocate for back-
ground checks, for something that
wouldn’t have even saved our babies’—
because in this case, if you recall, the
guns were in the household that the
parents had gotten. “But we advocated
for the background checks and closing
the loophole because we believed that
it would save the lives of other people’s
babies, and we believed it was the most
likely thing that could pass, and we be-
lieved that, despite some of us wanting
an assault weapons ban or other things,
this was the smartest thing we could
do. And the people in this place didn’t
have the courage to stand up like we
did for other people’s kids.”

We can never give up because it is
impossible to believe—when you look
at what happens in other countries
that still have legal guns and still
allow for hunting, you know that we
can be better; you know we can do bet-
ter; you know that guns should not get
into the hands of the people that have
been doing these shootings.

In 2018, after another horrific shoot-
ing, I worked across the aisle with Sen-
ator Hatch of Utah to pass a law which
has provided over $400 million to sup-
port prevention programs to Kkeep
schools safe. We tried our best, but it is
clearly not enough.

In 2022, after our Nation was rocked
by mass shootings in Buffalo and at
Robb Elementary in Uvalde, we passed
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act,
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led by Senators Murphy and Cornyn
and negotiated with a group of Sen-
ators. It was an important first step in
keeping our kids safe, providing more
than $2 billion for things like school-
based mental health services and vio-
lence prevention efforts. It kept hun-
dreds of firearms out of the hands of
some people that shouldn’t have them.
It also included my legislation to close
the boyfriend loophole and keep con-
victed—convicted—domestic abusers
from buying a gun.

But it was just a first step. As this
tragedy at Annunciation Catholic
Church makes clear, there is still so
much more that must be done. We can-
not rest when gun violence remains the
leading cause of the deaths of kids and
teenagers. We cannot rest when there
have been over 90 school shootings in
this country in 2025 alone. Congress
needs to act with the courage and ur-
gency this moment demands and pass
commonsense gun violence prevention
laws that will save lives.

I come from a State with a time-hon-
ored tradition of hunting and fishing,
like so many Senators in this Chamber.
When I considered gun violence preven-
tion measures in the past, I would al-
ways ask myself: Do these reforms in
any way hurt my uncle Dick in his deer
stand? My answer was always no.

The shooter in Minneapolis used an
AR-15-style weapon to fire nearly 120 of
his shots. You don’t have to have an as-
sault weapon in a deer stand, but that
is what he used that day in that
church. So that is why a majority of
Americans, including many Repub-
licans, support an assault weapons ban.

We also need to expand background
checks, which over 80 percent of Ameri-
cans support. And they are messy.
They take too long. I think there is a
lot more we could do with the informa-
tion we have available to us online
right now. Give me a break. We can’t
figure out that some of these people
that have bought these guns that have
been involved in mass shootings
shouldn’t have these guns? In today’s
world, with all the stuff online, we are
not able to put the resources into fig-
uring that out? How do you tell that to
the parents of that 8-year-old and 10-
year-old? How do you tell it to the par-
ents of the kids that are still in the
hospital right now, barely holding on
to their lives?

We should close dangerous loopholes
to keep guns away from the people we
all know shouldn’t have them.

We need to ban ghost guns and bump
stocks and high-capacity magazines.

It is never one-size-fits-all. Each
shooting is a little different. But if we
just took these commonsense meas-
ures, which wouldn’t set us back on
hunting or legal gun ownership, we
would make a difference.

We must restore full funding for the
ATF, the Agency that enforces many of
our Nation’s gun laws and plays a huge
role in tracing crime guns. The admin-
istration cut its budget by more than
$400 million and rolled back critical
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gun violence programs across the Jus-
tice Department.

I am not saying every one of these
things would have prevented what hap-
pened in one shooting or the other, but
I do know—especially when I look back
at Uvalde and the Buffalo shooting and
the dad that was just simply going to
get a birthday cake and never came
back from the grocery store—I do know
that some of these things on assault
weapons—age limits or doing some-
thing when it comes to closing loop-
holes of who should be able to get these
guns—it would have saved a whole
bunch of lives if we got that done.

This week, Senator SMITH and I and
our entire Minnesota delegation,
Democrats and Republicans, put for-
ward a resolution to honor the victims
and survivors of the mass shooting.
The resolution condemns the violence
and commends the bravery and service
of law enforcement, first responders,
medical caregivers, school and church
staff, and community members who
acted swiftly to protect and help oth-
ers.

No one should have to fear this
threat of gun violence. I am glad we
came together across party lines to put
that resolution forward, from our most
liberal Members over in the House to
our most conservative, but we have to
do more.

In the wake of this senseless tragedy,
the archbishop of Minneapolis and St.
Paul, Archbishop Hebda, shared some-
thing that stuck with me. He said:

We have to recognize that it’s through
prayer, [but also] through that prayer of the
feet, through that action, that we can indeed
make a difference. That has to be the source
of our hope.

He read a letter from Pope Leo, who
said:

We must stop the pandemic of arms . . .
which infects our world.

And the Pope prayed that we might
fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah:

They shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks.

There are things we can do here.
There are things that would make a
difference, and we all know that. It is
just going to take the courage of those
little sixth graders that laid on top of
first graders or the teacher that took
the kid with disabilities out of a wheel-
chair and laid on top of him. That is
real courage. We just have to have a
little political courage to get this
done.

So let’s honor the lives of these pre-
cious kids we lost by taking action to
stop senseless acts of gun violence—by
praying, yes, but also praying for ac-
tion.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). The Senator from Minnesota.

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I stand
before this body trying to make sense
of the terrible shooting at Annun-
ciation Catholic School, just a couple
of miles from where Archie and I live
in Minneapolis, and I can’t. I can’t
make it make sense.
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You know, I know this neighborhood
really well. I have lived in and around
it for many, many years. I also know
Annunciation School. Annunciation
School is one of those places where,
whether your kids go there or not, it is
2 degrees of separation from everybody
that you would know. If it is not your
child, it is someone that you know,
their niece, their nephew, their grand-
child, their child.

Here in Annunciation Catholic
School, on a fall morning, sweet chil-
dren were gunned down when they went
to mass to celebrate the beginning of
the school year, and their sense of
peace and safety was shattered like the
church windows that the bullets flew
through.

Fletcher Merkel was 8 years old. His
dad said that Fletcher had an infec-
tious smile, and he danced with every
touchdown he scored in flag football,
and he loved his family and his friends,
and he loved fishing and cooking.

Harper Moyski was 10. Her parents
say that she was a bright, joyful, and
deeply loved child whose laughter and
kindness and spirit touched everyone
who knew her.

There were 21 others shot that morn-
ing. There is a 12-year-old little girl in
critical condition. Her mother, who is a
pediatric nurse at the ICU in Hennepin
County Medical Center, rushed to the
hospital when she heard that there was
a shooting, only to find her own daugh-
ter in the emergency room.

Another supervising nurse there
rushed to the ER to help even though it
wasn’t her shift, and when she did, she
found a little girl who was so scared
and so terrified that she climbed into
the CT scan with that little girl to
stroke her hair and hold her hand so
that she would not have to be alone.

There is another little girl whose dad
is a gym teacher at Annunciation, and
she is still in the hospital recovering
from surgery yesterday, but she seems
to be moving in the right direction.
She was hurt while she was shielding
her little buddy, which is what she
called the therapy dog.

A fifth grader recounted how, after
the shooting, he was worried that he
had gotten some gunpowder on his
neck, and it turned out that he had
been hit by a bullet fragment that
lodged so close to an artery that he
needed to have surgery to remove it.
He had dived under a pew, and a friend
of his had crawled on top of him to pro-
tect him from the gunfire, and that
friend was shot in the back.

So here we are—incredible bravery
from these kiddos and their families,
heroic efforts of the teachers and first
responders and law enforcement and
also of the doctors and nurses in the
emergency rooms who saved their
lives. And we have all of these feelings
of grief, of rage, of frustration, I think
even confusion.

You know, these school shootings are
searingly personal to people, and also
they are often so public, and they are
not uncommon. Just in Minnesota, we
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remember the two students that were
killed at Rocori High School in Cold
Spring, MN, and we remember the nine
students killed and seven injured at
Red Lake Senior High School on the
Red Lake Nation. And we ask ourselves
all the time when this happens: How
can this happen? How do we let this
keep on happening?

We are, you know, thrust into this
tragic cycle of collective grief and frus-
tration and anger. Our hearts are bro-
ken for the families and the loved ones
whose lives and sense of security and
safety have been stolen, and our voices
call out for change to end this scourge
of gun violence. Our anger and frustra-
tion grow when people feel like their
voices are being ignored.

I am angry because we keep choosing
to protect the interest of this big gun
lobby rather than the lives of our little
babies. And we can do better than this.
Only in this country do we see this
toxic mix of hatred and guns cost so
many lives.

There are over 400 million guns in
this country—more guns than people.
The shooter in Minneapolis was able to
buy these guns that they had legally
and then fire all these rounds into a
church sanctuary from a rifle that was
designed not for hunting, not for self-
defense, but for killing people.

Mr. President, I have been in the
Senate now for nearly 8 years, and I am
a realist and I know how this goes: the
hopes and the prayers and then the
moving on.

I know how this goes.

But I am also an optimist. I believe
that if we don’t try, nothing will ever
change. So I ask this body to listen to
the words of people—not political peo-
ple—who are pleading for change, who
are asking us to pray by moving our
feet and to take action.

As my dear colleague Senator KLO-
BUCHAR said, Pope Leo asked this past
weekend for us to ‘‘plead to God to stop
the pandemic of arms, large and small,
which infects our world.”

Annunciation principal Matt DeBoer
said:

We can’t change the past, but we can do
something about the future. There is an Afri-
can proverb that [goes]: “When you pray,
move your feet.”” So I beg you, and I ask you
to please pray, but don’t stop with your
words. Let’s make a difference and support
this community, these children, [and] these
families and these teachers, [and] never
again can we let this happen.

A Minneapolis student wrote an opin-
ion piece for our newspaper, the Star
Tribune. They said:

Do not offer thoughts and prayers as you
systematically enable these tragedies. Do
not claim prayers are sufficient when chil-
dren die as they pray. Do not pretend you do
not understand.

Sam Hasler has a 4-year-old and a 5-
year-old, children who are at Annun-
ciation. This is what he said:

I'm heartbroken this happened. That the
third day of school was marred by something
my kids may carry forever, even though they
weren’t physically harmed. That the joy of a
new school year gave way to fear almost in-
stantly. I'm sad knowing this will happen
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again—in another school, in another town—
and we’ll do it all again. The GoFundMes.
The social posts. The trauma interviews.

Sam continued:

It always comes back to the guns. We are
not the only country with mental illness. Or
social media. Or divided politics. But we are
the only ones where this happens again and
again—and we shrug and stall because regu-
lating weapons of war is somehow off the
table. If the right to own these guns matters
more than children’s right to live, then say
that out loud.

That is what this father said.

[L]et the rest of us decide how to live in a
country like that. For me, though, that is
not OK. That is not normal.

Harper Moyski’s grieving parents
said:

While our immediate focus is on Harper
and our family’s healing, we also believe it is
important memory fuels action. No family
should ever have to endure this kind of pain.
We urge our leaders and communities to
take meaningful steps to address gun vio-
lence and the mental health crisis in this
country. Change is possible, and it is nec-
essary—so that Harper’s story does not yet
become another in a long line of tragedies.

These are the words of people who
have lived through this tragedy.

Colleagues, this body has shown that
we can take steps to keep our children
safer. After the tragedy in Uvalde, my
colleague CHRIS MURPHY and Repub-
licans joined together to write the
Safer Communities Act, which invested
billions of dollars to help Americans,
and especially young people, get the
mental health support they need. And
it took important, meaningful steps to
make it harder for dangerous people to
get guns. There is more work to do, but
we showed we can make progress.

Today, I plead with my Republican
colleagues to stand up to this adminis-
tration as it is refusing to fund those
local violence prevention initiatives—
those grants that we funded in a bipar-
tisan way through the Safer Commu-
nities Act.

We should undo the cuts to Medicaid
that just got pushed through with the
One Big Beautiful Bill. It is the No. 1
source of insurance for people who are
seeking mental health care in this
country. We should condemn the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
when he says, with no basis, that some-
how anti-depressants cause school
shootings. Then we should come to-
gether and negotiate in a meaningful
way to keep assault weapons, like the
ones that killed and injured the stu-
dents of Annunciation Catholic School,
out of the hands of dangerous people.

We know there is no one answer to
this terrible scourge of gun violence
that is killing our children; there is no
one thing that we can do to change the
shameful statistic that the No. 1 cause
of death for children in this country
are firearms. But because there is no
one answer doesn’t mean that we
shouldn’t try. We have to try.

So to any Minnesota children—espe-
cially those who go to Annunciation
School, who are listening right now—I
just want to say to you this: Your com-
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munity loves you. Your family loves
you. And we are going to do everything
we can to keep you safe. I am in awe of
your resilience, but you should never
have to go through what you have been
through this last week. I am so sorry
that the adults have not done enough
to keep you safe, and we need to do
better.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2447

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to request unanimous consent to
pass a bill I introduced with Senator
RON WYDEN, the ranking member of the
Senate Finance Committee.

Our bill, the Repealing the Trump
Sick Tax Act, would repeal provisions
of the so-called One Big Beautiful Bill
Act, including a provision that ex-
cludes certain pharmaceutical drugs
from the Medicare drug price negotia-
tion program. It is a provision that
hurts seniors particularly, people with
cancer particularly, and helps pharma-
ceutical companies evade the responsi-
bility to bring to heel their high-price
prescription drugs.

Our bill would also repeal the provi-
sions of the reconciliation bill that
would force Medicaid enrollees to pay
out-of-pocket fees every time they
need to see a provider. That is nothing
more than a tax on patients. And it
must be reversed.

Mr. President, just this morning,
with Senator CRAPO and the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, we had the oppor-
tunity to interview, demand answers,
and engage with Secretary Kennedy.
Over the course of that hearing and in
prior hearings, one of the points that
Secretary Kennedy tried to make was
that Members of the Senate, particu-
larly Democrats—and he accused BER-
NIE SANDERS, ELIZABETH WARREN, MI-
CHAEL BENNET of being pharma shills.
Yet Secretary Kennedy and President
Trump have championed the bill, the
One Big Beautiful Bill—so-called—that
literally is a $5 billion bailout for
pharma by allowing them to get out of
or delay indefinitely—and maybe for-
ever—the obligation to negotiate fair
prices.

Let me give an example. Keytruda is
a major cancer drug. It has been on the
market since 2014. It costs between
$150,000 and $170,000 per patient annu-
ally. Just think about that. You have
cancer, you need this drug—I am glad
it is there—but who can afford that
kind of money? By the way, if it is paid
for by Medicare or Medicaid, that
means the taxpayers are paying this. It
is not sustainable. It is not necessary.
And as President Trump has often said,
we pay the highest prices in the United
States, even when it is us, the United
States, that actually backs a lot of the
research that goes into creating these
drugs.

We were making progress on price ne-
gotiations to have us achieve a goal of
making our prescription drug prices
come down, make them more afford-
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able and not have the U.S. taxpayer,
U.S. employer, and the U.S. families
pay the most in the world. It just is not
right.

The One Big Beautiful Bill also in-
cluded provisions that would delay the
Trump administration from using
Medicare drug price negotiations to
lower the price of Keytruda. That is
wrong. That is wrong. There is nothing
beautiful about it, except that it main-
tains a big fat profit.

Our bill would also repeal this part of
the bill and allow the Trump adminis-
tration to negotiate a lower price for
cancer patients. I sincerely hope my
colleagues will join me in helping pass
this bill.

Secretary Kennedy and President
Trump said that their party wants to
lower the price of drugs. I want to do
that, and this bill would help us do
that. My goal is we should pass this
with unanimous consent.

Therefore, Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Finance be discharged; and that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. 2447, Repealing the
Trump Sick Tax Act; that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, the proposal that is
sought to be adopted by unanimous
consent on the floor today—which
means bypassing the committee of ju-
risdiction so that the committee of ju-
risdiction doesn’t have the opportunity
to work on the bill—is framed in the
discussion today as an effort to try to
reduce drug pricing. There is no dis-
agreement between Republicans and
Democrats on whether we need to re-
duce the cost of drugs in the United
States. Both parties are working to do
it in their own way.

The battle here is over government
price fixing. That is something that
most of those on our side have resisted
for a long time. That is something that
is being pursued in the request in this
legislation. The solution is not to have
the government take over yet another
part of our economy. The solution is to
work on market-based solutions, like
those we are working on.

But there is another part of this bill
that is being proposed on the floor
today that just makes it even doubly
objectionable, and that is, this bill has
a price tag. And to pay for it, there are
provisions in this bill that deal with
provisions that repeal provisions in the
One Big Beautiful Bill that helped to
start reforming our entitlement sys-
tem.

Over the past two decades, Medicaid
spending has ballooned by over 200 per-
cent, risking the program’s financial
sustainability for those who need it the
most. This last July, Congress passed
some commonsense Medicaid reforms—
the first time any Congress of the
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United States has ever sought to do
some serious, meaningful entitlement
reform, which is the real cause of the
debt and the deficit that we face.

What we did there was to reduce
wasteful and unnecessary spending and
to remove disincentives to work.

One of those specific reforms re-
quired some able-bodied adults—and I
mean able-bodied adults who are at
least over 100 percent over the poverty
level—to require able-bodied adults to
pay a small copay, $35, if they seek
medical care under Medicaid. Asking
certain Medicaid beneficiaries who
have the resources to be able to do it
and who are able-bodied adults who are
not disabled, who are not children, and
who do not even have to care for chil-
dren in their home—many of them—to
pay a very small, minimal amount, not
only reduces unnecessary healthcare
utilization, but it removes a benefit
clip that discourages them from earn-
ing higher wages and moving out of
poverty.

These are those kinds of solutions I
was talking about before that are based
on work and markets and free econo-
mies, rather than on government price-
fixing and government mandates. Un-
fortunately, the bill before us today
eliminates this important reform and
increases unnecessary spending by over
$7 billion.

More concerning, the bill also repeals
a bipartisan policy supported by over
30 patient-advocacy groups to spur in-
vestment in the lifesaving cures for pa-
tients with rare diseases.

This policy offers hope to the 95 per-
cent of Americans living with a rare
disease who lack an approved treat-
ment. The Finance Committee has a
deep history of bipartisan efforts to
bolster patient access to care and to
properly align market incentives to
strengthen our Federal healthcare sys-
tem. Today’s bill falls short of those
objectives, but I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on these types
of issues and other priorities to achieve
these goals. This bill should be re-
viewed by the Finance Committee, and
I commit that we will continue to work
on proper, meaningful entitlement re-
form and healthcare improvement
across the United States.

For those reasons, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all postcloture
time be expired.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON MOTION

The question is on agreeing to the
motion to proceed.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN),
the Senator from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO), the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. Scott).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY)
would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 83,
nays 13, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 503 Leg.]

YEAS—83
Alsobrooks Graham Mullin
Banks Grassley Murkowski
Barrasso Hassan Murphy
Bennet Hawley Murray
Blumenthal Heinrich Ossoff
Blunt Rochester  Hickenlooper Peters
Bopzman Hirono Reed
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Cantwell Hydo Smin SR

W yde-

Cassidy Johnson gosera
Collins Justice ounas

X Schiff
Coons Kaine X
Cornyn Kelly Schmitt
Cortez Masto Kennedy Schumer
Cotton Kim Scott (FL)
Cramer King Shaheen
Crapo Klobuchar Sheehy
Cruz Lankford Slotkin
Curtis Lee Sullivan
Daines Lujan Thune
Duckworth Lummis Tillis
Durbin Marshall Tuberville
Ernst McConnell Warner
Fetterman McCormick Warnock
Fischer Moody Whitehouse
Gallego Moran Wicker
Gillibrand Moreno Young

NAYS—13
Baldwin Paul Warren
Booker Sanders Welch
Markey Schatz Wyden
Merkley Smith
Padilla Van Hollen

NOT VOTING—4

Blackburn Hagerty Scott (SC)
Capito

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). On this vote, the yeas are 83,
the nays are 13, the motion is agreed
to.

The motion was agreed to.

—————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 2296) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

AMENDMENT NO. 3748, AS MODIFIED

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I call up
the Wicker-Reed substitute amend-
ment No. 3748, as modified, and ask
that it be reported by number.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

September 4, 2025

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WICKER]
proposes an amendment numbered 3748, as
modified.

The amendment, as modified, is as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2026”’.

SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS;
TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) DIVISIONS.—This Act is organized into
four divisions as follows:

(1) Division A—Department of Defense Au-
thorizations.

(2) Division B—Military Construction Au-
thorizations.

(3) Division C—Department of Energy Na-
tional Security Authorizations and Other
Authorizations.

(4) Division D—Funding Tables.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Organization of Act into divisions;
table of contents.

Sec. 3. Congressional defense committees.

Sec. 4. Budgetary effects of this Act.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Army Programs

Sec. 111. Strategy for Army tactical wheeled
vehicle program.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs
Procurement authority for Colum-
bia-class submarine program.
Procurement authorities for Me-

dium Landing Ships.
Recapitalization of Navy water-
borne security barriers; modi-
fication of prohibition on avail-
ability of funds for legacy wa-
terborne security barriers.
Modification to limitations on
Navy medium and large un-
manned surface vessels.
Limitation on availability of funds
for TAGOS ship program.
Limitation on availability of funds
relating to amphibious warfare
ship requirement.
Temporary unavailability of am-
phibious warfare ships.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs

131. B-21 bomber aircraft program ac-
countability matrices.

Bomber aircraft force structure and
transition roadmap.

Requirement for an intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnais-
sance roadmap for the Air
Force.

Annual report on Department of
Defense unified datalink strat-
egy.

Plan for open mission systems of
F-35 aircraft.

Modification of prohibition on re-
tirement of F-15E aircraft.

Prohibition on retirement of A-10
aircraft.

Extension of limitations and min-
imum inventory requirement
relating to RQ—4 aircraft.

Expansion of air refueler fleet.

Requirements relating to C-130 air-
craft.

Information on future large and
oversized air cargo transpor-
tation services.

Sec. 121.

Sec. 122.

Sec. 123.

Sec. 124.

Sec. 125.

Sec. 126.

Sec. 127.
Sec.
Sec. 132.

Sec. 133.

Sec. 134.

Sec. 135.

Sec. 136.
Sec. 137.

Sec. 138.

139.
140.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 141.
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On page S6054, September 4, 2025, third column, the following appears:  

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Wicker] proposes an amendment numbered 2748, as modified.  

The online Record has been corrected to read: 

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Wicker] proposes an amendment numbered 3748, as modified.
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