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academic achievement, school connectedness
and engagement, and educational success,
which lead to outcomes such as improved at-
tendance, grades and test scores, and class-
room behavior;

Whereas research has found that young
people facing risk of not completing high
school but who had a mentor were, compared
with their peers, more likely to enroll in col-
lege, to participate regularly in sports or ex-
tracurricular activities, to hold a leadership
position in a club or sports team, and to vol-
unteer regularly, and less likely to start
using drugs;

Whereas mentoring has long been a staple
of juvenile justice and violence prevention
efforts and can offer comprehensive support
to youth at risk for committing violence or
victimization, as mentoring can address
many risk factors at once;

Whereas mentoring relationships for youth
facing risk, such as foster youth, can have a
positive impact on a wide range of factors,
including mental health, educational func-
tioning and attainment, peer relationships,
employment, and housing stability;

Whereas mentoring programs have been
found to have a meaningful positive impact
on mental health symptoms across a variety
of outcomes, including internalizing and
externalizing mental health symptoms,
interpersonal relationships, and reducing pa-
rental stress;

Whereas mentoring is an innovative, evi-
dence-based practice and, uniquely, is both a
prevention and intervention strategy that
can support young people of all demo-
graphics and backgrounds in all aspects of
their lives;

Whereas each of the benefits of mentors de-
scribed in this preamble serves to link youth
to economic and social opportunity while
also strengthening communities in the
United States;

Whereas, despite the benefits of mentoring,
1 out of every 3 young persons is growing up
without a mentor, which means a third of
the youth of the United States are growing
up without someone outside of the home to
offer real life guidance and support; and

Whereas this ‘‘mentoring gap’”’ dem-
onstrates the need for collaboration between
the private, public, and nonprofit sectors to
increase resources for relationship-centric
supports for youth in communities, schools,
and workplaces: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes January 2025 as ‘‘National
Mentoring Month’’;

(2) recognizes the caring adults who serve
as staff and volunteers at quality mentoring
programs and help the young people of the
United States find inner strength and reach
their full potential;

(3) acknowledges that mentoring is bene-
ficial because it supports educational
achievement, engagement, and self-con-
fidence, supports young people in setting ca-
reer goals and expanding social capital, re-
duces juvenile delinquency, and strengthens
communities;

(4) promotes the establishment and expan-
sion of quality mentoring programs across
the United States to equip young people with
the tools needed to lead healthy and produc-
tive lives; and

(5) supports initiatives to close the ‘“‘men-
toring gap’’ that exists for the many young
people in the United States who do not have
meaningful connections with adults outside
the home.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 56—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY
OF VERMONT MEN'S SOCCER
TEAM ON WINNING THE 2024 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I MEN’S
SOCCER NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 56

Whereas, on December 16th, 2024, the Uni-
versity of Vermont men’s soccer team (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Cat-
amounts’), after a golden goal with 5 min-
utes and 6 seconds left in overtime, pulled off
an historic comeback against Marshall Uni-
versity to win the 2024 National Collegiate
Athletic Association (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘“NCAA’) Division I men’s soccer
national championship, with a final score of
2 goals to 1;

Whereas the 2024 NCAA Division I men’s
soccer national championship victory for the
Catamounts is the first-ever NCAA Division
I national championship in the history of the
Catamounts;

Whereas the 2024 NCAA Division I men’s
soccer national championship game was a
game for the record books, with many nota-
ble moments including—

(1) a perfectly timed goal by Marcell Papp,
which gave the Catamounts a golden oppor-
tunity in overtime; and

(2) the game winning goal by Maximilian
Kissel, his 11th goal of the season, which will
be remembered by the Catamounts for all
time;

Whereas the coaching staff of the Cat-
amounts led the team with grit and deter-
mination;

Whereas the support staff of the Cat-
amounts played critical roles in supporting
the Catamounts throughout the 2024 season;

Whereas, to the casual observer, the Cat-
amounts may have been the underdogs or the
‘‘Cinderella story’ of the entire 2024 NCAA
Division I men’s soccer national champion-
ship tournament;

Whereas, during the 2024 season, the Cat-
amounts scored 22 goals in the 76th minute
or later, including the championship equal-
izing goal, earning the Catamounts the nick-
name ‘‘Cardiac Cats’’;

Whereas last-minute victories were a habit
for the Catamounts during the 2024 NCAA Di-
vision I men’s soccer national championship
tournament, including—

(1) beating San Diego University in over-
time in the third round match; and

(2) tying the University of Denver in the
final minutes of the semifinal match to push
the game into penalty kicks, where a save
from Catamounts goalkeeper Niklas Herceg
ended up securing the Catamounts a ticket
to the championship match;

Whereas Vermonters and fans of the Cat-
amounts congratulate the Catamounts for
their well-deserved 2024 NCAA Division I
men’s soccer national championship win;

Whereas the Catamounts are champions,
not underdogs; and

Whereas the Catamounts made the people
and State of Vermont very proud and showed
the United States that the State of Vermont
is, in fact, a soccer State: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the University of
Vermont men’s soccer team on winning the
2024 National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division I men’s soccer national champion-
ship; and
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(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the interim president of the University
of Vermont, Patricia A. Prelock;

(B) the director of athletics of the Univer-
sity of Vermont, Jeff Schulman; and

(C) the head coach of the University of
Vermont Catamounts men’s soccer team,
Rob Dow.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
have four requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 4, 2025, at
10 a.m., to consider a nomination.

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

The Committee on Judiciary is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, February 4,
2025, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February 4, 2025, at 2:20 p.m., to con-
duct a closed business meeting.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February 4, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Sam Ruhe and
Ivy Benjenk, two detailees in my of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the
remainder of the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNIZING JANUARY 2025 AS
NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
55, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 55) recognizing Janu-
ary 2025 as ‘‘National Mentoring Month™.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be



S600

considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 55) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF VERMONT MEN’'S SOC-
CER TEAM ON WINNING THE 2024
NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION DIVISION I
MEN’S SOCCER NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
56, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 56) congratulating the
University of Vermont men’s soccer team on
winning the 2024 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I men’s soccer na-
tional championship.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Here is to Vermont.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 56) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 5, 2025

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, February 5; that following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
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Executive Calendar No. 11; that at 11:30
a.m., all time be expired on the Turner
nomination; finally, that if any nomi-
nations are confirmed during Wednes-
day’s session, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 8:23 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, February 5, 2025, at 10:30 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATIONS
Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate February 04, 2025:
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

DOUGLAS COLLINS, OF GEORGIA, TO BE SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

PAMELA BONDI, OF FLORIDA, TO BE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.
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