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because it will deter other FBI agents
from doing their job when it comes to
drug cases or terrorism cases.

We have heard also that assistant
U.S. attorneys are being reassigned
from drug cases and terrorism cases so
that they can do immigration. We are
hearing that career civil servants must
be loyal to Donald Trump in this De-
partment of Justice—well, to Donald
Trump and to them.

We all know something fundamental
in this body—that we swear an oath.
The lowliest private in the U.S. Army
or the Navy or the Marine Corps or the
Air Force takes an oath. They raise
their right hand, just as we do. Any-
body in the Cabinet takes that oath,
and they swear allegiance, but it isn’t
to the President, and it isn’t to the
government; it is to the Constitution.
That is what is at risk here. That is
what Pam Bondi cannot do in good
conscience if she is confirmed because
her allegiance will be to Donald
Trump.

The purge of agents and the reassign-
ment and retribution of others not
only damages morale, the effectiveness
of the Department of Justice, it under-
mines the rule of law.

The Attorney General—perhaps chief
among Presidential appointees—is re-
sponsible for making good on the con-
stitutional promise that no man or no
woman is above the law, that we have
no king in the United States. We are no
longer a monarchy. We can no longer
ask a billionaire to rummage through
the files of the Department of Treasury
that have information about the Pre-
siding Officer and every one of us who
serves in this body and almost every
American because we all pay taxes; we
all have Social Security; we get tax re-
funds. Veterans get disability benefits.
Almost anything the U.S. Government
does creates a record in the Treasury
Department, and all that information
is being read and scanned and now col-
lected. That is the news of the day.

More bad news about Elon Musk.
Who is going to stop Elon Musk when
he is doing something illegal and im-
moral? It won’t be Pam Bondi because
she is Donald Trump’s lawyer. That is
a real and present danger for every one
of us in this country.

After T was U.S. attorney in Con-
necticut—I was the attorney general of
my State for 20 years. In that job, also,
I took an oath to the Constitution of
the United States as a State official, as
well as to the constitution of the State
of Connecticut. It isn’t an abstract no-
tion; it is what we all do. If she is con-
firmed, maybe Pam Bondi will be able
to raise her right hand and recite after
whoever is administering the oath, but
it will not be an oath she is capable of
keeping.

And so on this critically important
vote for our country, I don’t think
there is a Cabinet officer more impor-
tant at this moment in our history. I
urge my colleagues to say no to this
nomination.

I yield the floor.
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Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON BONDI NOMINATION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I know of
no further debate on the Bondi nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is, Will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the Bondi
nomination?

Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 33 Ex.]

YEAS—bH4
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Mullin
Boozman Hagerty Murkowski
Britt Hawley Paul
Budd Hoeven Ricketts
Capito Husted Risch
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Rounds
Collins Johnson Schmitt
Cornyn Justice Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cramer Lankford Sheehy
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune
Curtis Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst McCormick Wicker
Fetterman Moody Young
NAYS—46
Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester King Shaheen
Booker Klo_@uchar Slotkin
gantwell Il\;IuJaLL? Smith
oons arkey
Cortez Masto Merkley &an Hollen
arner
Duckworth Murphy
N Warnock
Durbin Murray
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
Hickenlooper Rosen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The majority leader.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call
with respect to the Turner nomination
be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 11, Eric
Turner, of Texas, to be Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development.

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, Jim
Justice, Tom Cotton, John Barrasso,
David McCormick, Steve Daines, Joni
Ernst, Roger Marshall, Deb Fischer,
Chuck Grassley, Bernie Moreno, Ted
Budd, John Kennedy, John Boozman,
Tommy Tuberville, Cindy Hyde-Smith.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Eric Turner, of Texas, to be Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 34 Ex.]

YEAS—55

Banks Graham Mullin
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Britt Hoeven Risch
Budfl Husted ) Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Justice Scott (FL)

cott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sheehy
Cotton Lankford :
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis T?“{ne
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McConnell Tuberville
Daines McCormick Welch
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fetterman Moran Young
Fischer Moreno

NAYS—45

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Reed
Baldwin Hirono Rosen
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schiff
Booker King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Coons Lujan Slotkin
Cortez Masto Markey Smith
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Gallego Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. LLUM-
MIS). On this vote, the yeas are 55, the
nays are 45.

The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Eric Turner, of
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Texas, to be Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
24-50, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Egypt for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $625 million. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-50

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Egypt.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $200 million.

Other $425 million.

Total $625 million.

Funding Source: Foreign Military Financ-
ing.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: The Government of
Egypt has requested to buy equipment and
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services including the following to mod-
ernize its four fast missile craft (FMC):

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Four (4) Component Based Total Ship Sys-
tem, 21st Century (COMBATSS-21) combat
management systems.

Non-MDE: Also included are air and sur-
face surveillance radars; chaff decoy sys-
tems; electro-optical/infrared sensor sys-
tems; electronic warfare systems; navigation
data distribution systems; communications
intelligence systems; fire control radar sys-
tems; 76 mm gun upgrades; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (EG-P-
LGY).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: EG-P-SBU.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
February 4, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Egypt—Fast Missile Craft Modernization

The Government of Egypt has requested to
buy equipment and services including four
(4) Component Based Total Ship System, 21st
Century (COMBATSS-21) combat manage-
ment systems to modernize its four fast mis-
sile craft (FMC). Also included are air and
surface surveillance radars; chaff decoy sys-
tems; electro-optical/infrared sensor sys-
tems; electronic warfare systems; navigation
data distribution systems; communications
intelligence systems; fire control radar sys-
tems; 76 mm gun upgrades; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated total cost is $625 million.

This proposed sale will support U.S. for-
eign policy and national security objectives
by helping to improve the security of a
friendly country that continues to be an im-
portant force for political stability and eco-
nomic growth in the Middle East.

The proposed sale will improve Egypt’s ca-
pability to meet current and future threats
by increasing the tactical and operational
capabilities of the Egyptian Navy to support
strategic maritime security objectives.
Egypt will have no difficulty absorbing this
equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be Lockheed
Martin, located in Manassas, VA, and
L3Harris, located in Northampton, MA. At
this time, the U.S. Government is not aware
of any offset agreement proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. Any offset
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Egypt.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-50

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Component Based Total Ship Sys-
tem, 21st Century (COMBATSS-21) is an
Aegis-derived combat management system.
It is the backbone of the ship’s mission sys-
tem and integrates the radar, electro-optical
infrared cameras, gun fire control system,
countermeasures, and short-range anti-air
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missiles to provide the decision support
functions to designate in real time the opti-
mum weapon system for the detected threat.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

4. A determination has been made that
Egypt can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of
Egypt.

——
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
24-100, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Egypt for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $304 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-100
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended
(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of

Egypt.
(ii) Total Estimated Value:
Major Defense Equipment * $0 million.
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