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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of new beginnings, the author 
and sustainer of our faith, thank You 
for this fresh start as we strive again 
to do the work of freedom. 

Bless our lawmakers to seek to do 
Your will, empowering them with 
greater knowledge and discernment so 
that they may approve the things that 
are excellent. Lord, give them a pro-
ductivity that comes from the power of 
Your Spirit, using them to do Your 
work on Earth. Show them Your great-
ness and Your mighty hand during this 
season of wars, violence, and polariza-
tion. 

You are our rock, our fortress, and 
our deliverer. We will trust in Your 
strength and preserve this land we live 
in so that we will be instruments of 
Your peace. We pray in Your invincible 
name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BANKS). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2026—Motion to Proceed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 2296, which the clerk will 
report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 115, S. 

2296, a bill to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2026 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

TRIBUTE TO JONI ERNST 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, one 

minute to honor my colleague JONI 
ERNST. She announced today that she 
will not seek another term in the U.S. 
Senate. It has been a wonderful oppor-
tunity serving with her and serving 
Iowans since 2015. 

As the Senate’s first female combat 
veteran and Iowa’s first woman elected 
to Congress, she broke barriers at 
every turn and accomplished what she 
set out to do by coming to the U.S. 
Senate, in her words: 

Make ’em squeal. 

After a long career in the Iowa Na-
tional Guard as well as elected office, 
JONI has served our country and State 
with pride and with distinction. 

Barbara and I wish her well and know 
that whatever she chooses to do in her 
next chapter, they will be lucky to 
have this outstanding leader on the 
team. I will miss serving with JONI but 
know she will enjoy having more time 
to cherish her favorite role as a mother 
and grandmother. 

TRIBUTE TO EDUCATORS 
Mr. President, now on another sub-

ject, across Iowa and America, stu-

dents and teachers are back in the 
classroom. As we look ahead to a new 
academic year, I would like to com-
mend the dedicated educators, admin-
istrators, and support staff who make a 
difference in the lives of students each 
and every day. Teachers make a lasting 
impact on their students from one 
school year to the next and even dec-
ades after their students leave the 
classroom. 

Like so many families across my 
home State, I am proud to have teach-
ers in my own family tree. I am the son 
of a schoolteacher. My mother taught 
in one-room rural schools for nearly a 
half century, 49 years to be exact. My 
sister Lois was lauded for her work 
ethic and being a respected mentor to 
her peers. She taught business and 
computer classes to three generations 
of students. 

Today, I would like to sing the 
praises of my daughter-in-law Diane 
Grassley. She is married to my son 
Robin who operates our fourth-genera-
tion family farm in New Hartford, IA, 
with their son Patrick Grassley. At the 
start of this school year, Diane marks 
25 years of service in the Dike-New 
Hartford Community School District 
where she works as a teacher associate. 
Barbara and I congratulate Diane on 
this remarkable milestone, and we are 
proud to say that the apple doesn’t fall 
far from the tree because both of 
Diane’s daughters followed in their 
mother’s footsteps. Dana teaches math 
at Union Middle School in Dysart, IA, 
and Carrie is a school counselor at the 
Dike Elementary School. 

Congratulations, Diane, on your dec-
ades of service and unwavering com-
mitment to educating the next genera-
tion in the Dike-New Hartford Commu-
nity School District. 

As a proud father-in-law and a grad-
uate of New Hartford High School, I 
say: #rollblue to the Wolverines. Have 
a great year. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

NOMINATIONS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, it has 

been a very busy year here in the U.S. 
Senate. From confirming President 
Trump’s nominees to repealing burden-
some Biden administration regula-
tions, to passing the One Big Beautiful 
Bill, to preventing a massive tax hike 
on hard-working Americans, Repub-
licans have been hard at work deliv-
ering on the mandate we received from 
the American people. 

The Senate has taken, so far, 499 
votes this year, more than in any Con-
gress at this point in the last 35-plus 
years. In fact, we have taken more 
votes in 2025 already in 8 months than 
the Senate has taken in a full 12 
months for most—all but 2—of the past 
36 years. 

But we have a lot more work to do, 
and we are going to get it done. That 
starts this week with consideration of 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act, one of the most important pieces 
of legislation that we consider every 
year. 

That will be followed by continued 
appropriations work so we can get the 
government funded by the September 
30 deadline. We have already done some 
good work on appropriations. In fact, 
for the first time in years, we went 
into August having passed 3 of the 12 
appropriations bills. The last time that 
happened—a single appropriations bill 
passed before the August break—was 
2018. 

But needless to say, there is a lot 
more to do. And I hope that our Demo-
crat colleagues will resist the calls 
from within for a shutdown and work 
with us to fund the government. 

Along with the National Defense Au-
thorization Act and funding the gov-
ernment, we have another important 
task to accomplish in the coming 
weeks and that is making major head-
way on confirming more of President 
Trump’s nominees. Thanks to a lot of 
hours here in the Senate to overcome 
Democrat obstruction, we went into 
August having confirmed 135 of the 
President’s civilian nominees, more 
than had been confirmed by this point 
in his first term. But there are a lot 
more nominees to go. 

I am here to tell my Democrat col-
leagues that their historic obstruction 
cannot continue. When voters elect a 
President, that comes with certain ex-
pectations, one of which is that a 
President will be able to fill up his or 
her administration with his or her 
nominees. And, historically, the Senate 
has reflected that by confirming most 
of a President’s civilian nominees by 

unanimous consent or voice vote, 
which means without obstruction and 
blocking. President George H. W. Bush 
had 98 percent of his civilian nominees 
confirmed by unanimous consent or 
voice vote here in the Senate, and so 
did President Clinton. President 
George W. Bush and President Obama 
both had 90 percent of their civilian 
nominees confirmed by unanimous con-
sent or voice vote. But things changed 
during the first Trump administration. 
Democrats started obstructing nomi-
nees who had previously been con-
firmed without a drawn-out process. 

But even so, both President Trump 
and his first administration and Presi-
dent Biden had more than half of their 
civilian nominees confirmed by unani-
mous consent or voice vote without a 
long, drawn-out process. 

Well, fast forward to 2025. As of 
today, September 2, President Trump 
has not had a single one—single one— 
of his civilian nominees confirmed by 
unanimous consent or voice vote, not a 
single one. By this point in his admin-
istration, President Biden had 76—76— 
confirmed without dragging it out and 
delaying and blocking and obstructing. 
When I say that President Trump’s 
nominees have faced a historic level of 
obstruction, I am not being political or 
hyperbolic. I am doing nothing more 
than stating the bare facts. Between 
the calendar and committees, we cur-
rently have nominees pending for a 
total of 302 civilian positions. And 95 
percent of those positions—95 percent— 
were confirmed by voice vote at least 
once during the previous three incom-
ing administrations. Yet Democrats 
seem unwilling to expedite consider-
ation for a single one. 

This cannot continue. The American 
people elected President Trump. And 
like any President, he deserves to be 
able to fill up his administration. In 
fact, we owe the voters nothing less. 
That doesn’t mean rubberstamping 
every nominee, but it does mean an end 
to the ridiculous—and I mean ridicu-
lous—delays on every nomination, in-
cluding on nominations the Democrats 
ended up supporting in significant 
numbers. I say that, ‘‘supporting in sig-
nificant numbers,’’ because let’s be 
clear here, the Democrat leader might 
like people to think Democrats are 
holding up all these nominees because 
they are, in his words, ‘‘historically 
bad,’’ but, in fact, at least some Demo-
crats have ultimately voted in favor of 
many of these nominations. Mr. Presi-
dent, 61 out of the 135 civilian nomi-
nees confirmed received at least one 
Democrat vote on the final confirma-
tion, and fully half of the civilian 
nominees currently on the calendar 
were reported out of committee with 
bipartisan support. Democrats aren’t 
holding up nominations to minor ad-
ministration positions out of principled 
opposition; they are holding them up 
because they don’t like President 
Trump. That is not a good reason. 

Democrats’ obstruction is not only 
preventing voters from getting the ad-

ministration they elected, it is also 
slowing down the essential business of 
the U.S. Senate. Over August, my col-
leagues and I discussed various ways of 
addressing this problem and expediting 
confirmations. There are a lot of op-
tions on the table, none of which, I 
might add, would be necessary if the 
Senate Democrats treated this Presi-
dent the way that Republican and 
Democrat Senates have treated Repub-
lican and Democrat Presidents for all 
of American history. In fact, you have 
to go back a long way in the annals of 
history to find a time—in fact, moving 
back as far as the Hoover administra-
tion—as far back as I think we can find 
records and data, to find a President 
who didn’t have at least one of his 
nominees confirmed here in the Senate 
by voice vote or unanimous consent at 
this point in their administration. 

In fact, the majority of Presidential 
confirmations were conducted on a bi-
partisan basis for a long time here in 
the Senate, and there is no reason we 
couldn’t go back to that right now. All 
it takes is a little behavioral change 
and a willingness to acknowledge 
President Trump won an election. The 
American people voted for him, and 
they expect him to be able to populate 
his administration with the people that 
he wants to serve in many of these po-
sitions. 

But if Democrats continue to ob-
struct, if they continue to drag out the 
confirmation of every single one of the 
nominations of the duly elected Presi-
dent, if they continue to slow the Sen-
ate’s business to such a drastic degree, 
then we are going to have to take steps 
to get this process back on a reason-
able footing. 

This is not sustainable. You can’t run 
a government this way. It has never 
been done before ever—ever—in his-
tory. This is not a sustainable business 
model. In one way or the other, it is 
going to have to get fixed. 

The Democrats can play ball the way 
every Democrat and Republican Senate 
has, going back as far as we can find in 
the annals of history, or things are 
going to have to change around here. It 
is as simple as that. The ball, I would 
say, Mr. President, is in the Demo-
crat’s court. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The Democratic leader is recognized. 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Well, Mr. President, 
today, we are starting an important 
work period in the Senate. Every work 
period is important but this one espe-
cially so because this month, Congress 
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needs to step up and fix all of the disas-
ters that Donald Trump has created 
since he became President. 

Donald Trump has been President for 
225 days, and each one has been worse 
than the last. Every time Trump cre-
ates a new crisis, each new con-
troversy, each new lie, every time he 
sends armed troops to U.S. cities, each 
new attack on the courts, on the rule 
of law, on the Constitution is a dis-
grace—a disgrace—to the Presidency. 
That is what Donald Trump’s Presi-
dency has been—a disgrace, a failure, 
an exercise in pathetic leadership. 

I just spent a month traveling from 
one corner of New York to the other, 
talking to families, businesspeople— 
Democrats, Republicans, Independ-
ents—and the trend is clear: American 
families are poorer because of Presi-
dent Trump, American businesses are 
less optimistic because of President 
Trump, and American communities are 
less safe because of President Trump. 
America is more isolated, less re-
spected, and wields less influence over 
world affairs because of President 
Trump. The picture of Modi and Putin 
and Xi standing there together as al-
lies—it was Donald Trump who ended 
up making that happen. 

A recent survey showed that the 
United States is now the only coun-
try—we are the only country—among 
184 that shows a drop in international 
visitors. People don’t want to come to 
America anymore because Donald 
Trump has so tarnished what our coun-
try is all about and what has made our 
country so great. And it is not just 
about reputation; it is going to cost 
our economy billions that come from 
tourism and kill jobs. 

It will freeze entire communities. I 
was just in Niagara Falls, in the Finger 
Lakes. Twenty to twenty-five percent 
of our tourists each summer are usu-
ally Canadian but not this year. Cana-
dians don’t want to come here. And 
they are angry. The people—not just 
the government but the people are 
angry about what Trump is saying 
about their country and saying about 
them. When folks as friendly as the Ca-
nadian people suddenly don’t want to 
have anything to do with America, 
that is when you know that Donald 
Trump is like a disease to America’s 
greatness. 

It is incumbent upon Republicans in 
Congress to join us to fix these disas-
ters through the appropriations proc-
ess, through commonsense legislation. 

The question still is, Will Senate Re-
publicans keep bowing to Donald 
Trump and enabling his lies every step 
of the way? When will they have the 
guts to stand up to him? Because they 
know he is lying because that is what 
Donald Trump is. Donald Trump is a 
liar through and through. It has been 
his MO his whole life. I have seen that 
in New York. He has lied to the Amer-
ican people, lied about the economy, 
about fixing inflation, about peace in 
Europe and the Middle East. He lied 
about Epstein and the Epstein files. He 

lied about elections. He lied about So-
cial Security and Medicaid. One lie— 
one lie—after another and another. 

Let’s start with the economy and 
Donald Trump’s tariffs. Donald Trump 
said his tariffs would bring liberation 
to America. This has turned out to be 
one big, fat lie. Companies are losing 
revenue, shedding jobs, and raising 
costs. 

Just look at companies—great Amer-
ican companies—like John Deere and 
Caterpillar. They are strong; they are 
solid; they have always been a rock of 
America. But last month, they re-
ported losses in the hundreds of mil-
lions and layoffs in the hundreds. Why? 
Donald Trump did it—nothing to do 
with farm conditions; the tariffs did it. 
Look at retailers like Target and 
Walmart, not to mention every grocery 
store chain in America. They are all 
raising prices. Hormel? They are rais-
ing the price of pork and beef. J.M. 
Smucker, which owns Folgers and 
Dunkin’ Donuts and other coffee 
brands, said prices for its products will 
keep going up. Why? Trump’s tariffs, 
plain and simple—no ands, ifs, or buts. 

But, of course, Donald Trump will lie 
to the American people about his fail-
ures. As we have said, that has been his 
MO all along. Here is what he said on 
Monday. He said on Monday—he 
tweeted—that prices are way down in 
the United States, with virtually no in-
flation. Every single person in America 
knows that is a lie. Anyone who buys 
anything knows it is a lie. Every one of 
the 77 million Americans who voted for 
Trump knows he is lying. They know it 
when they go to the supermarket or 
try to buy something. They see higher 
prices at the grocery store, when pay-
ing their electric bills, and higher 
prices when buying school supplies. Yet 
the MAGA bots and FOX News propa-
gandists, who always seem to want to 
cover up for Donald Trump, will pre-
tend he is right just so they can keep 
on sucking up to him. It is patholog-
ical. It is delusional. It is more lies. 

Nowhere is the Trump psychosis 
more evident than in gas prices. Listen 
to this: President Trump claims that 
gas prices are under $2 when every sin-
gle American driver knows that is a 
lie. Maybe for the MAGA extremists, 
this is the point, unfortunately. Maybe 
this is their idea of success. Maybe 
MAGA radicals are perfectly fine hav-
ing Americans pay more for produce, 
for meat, for gas so long as masked 
agents can arrest Uber drivers right off 
our streets, so long as billionaires get 
their tax cuts, so long as Medicaid re-
cipients lose their coverage and Social 
Security gets privatized. Maybe that is 
MAGA’s idea of a golden age, but for 
the rest of America, this is chaos. 

When Donald Trump is not running 
America’s economy into the ground, he 
has been busy incinerating America’s 
reputation on the world stage. He is 
rolling out the red carpet for Vladimir 
Putin. He brags about stopping wars 
that still rage on. He has failed to stop 
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, failed 

to end the war, and failed to bring the 
hostages held by Hamas home. 

He creates problems so he can pre-
tend to solve them. That is what he 
does. He creates a problem, he creates 
a real mess, and then he says ‘‘Oh, I 
have solved it,’’ when nothing like that 
has ever happened in so many areas. 

The only foreign policy accomplish-
ment Donald Trump has under his belt 
is bringing India, China, and Russia 
closer together thanks to his unbeliev-
able, stupid tariffs and his lack of un-
derstanding of how diplomacy works 
and how to get along with people in 
countries. 

Listen to this: He is even obsessed, 
for some strange reason, with winning 
the Nobel prize, and he has even 
phoned foreign leaders, asking them to 
recommend him for the award. Have we 
ever had a President so pathetic? so pa-
thetic? 

Frankly, does this sound like some-
one who is firing on all cylinders? I 
think we know the answer to that. Ev-
eryone listening today knows the an-
swer to that deep down in their hearts, 
including my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle even if they won’t dare 
say it aloud. They are afraid of him. 
They know he threatens them and 
brandishes everything over them. 

Egos are often part of the territory 
in politics, but I have never seen a 
bully in the Oval Office with such a na-
kedly fragile ego. Earlier today, I got 
to see that ego in all its ugly glory 
while I was driving to the Capitol. In 
driving past the Department of Labor, 
I got to see, as many others have, the 
massive banners that have Donald 
Trump’s face airbrushed on them. A 
number of these banners are going up 
all across Washington. For genera-
tions, Americans have looked at these 
kinds of images and laughed at them, 
snickered at them, because they are 
such obvious signs of deep insecurity. 

Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Putin, Kim Jong 
Un, and other bullies throughout his-
tory have depended on these images be-
cause they were desperate to seem pow-
erful and important and untouchable. 
Yet here we are in 2025 America, and 
we have an insecure bully in the Oval 
Office who orders his sycophantic Cabi-
net Secretaries to grovel to him at 
Cabinet meetings. Have you ever 
watched one of these meetings? It is 
embarrassing. Who can suck up more 
to Donald Trump, as he beams, even 
though what they are saying has very 
little truth? 

How about adorning the faces of 
buildings in our city with his picture? 
It is laughable that Donald Trump says 
he wants to make Washington more 
beautiful; yet, at the same time, he 
plasters his face all over our buildings, 
these beautiful buildings that have 
been built for so long and have stood 
for so much to so many. 

Do you know what else is even more 
pathetic about this President? Pulling 
a power grab in red States and trying 
to redraw maps. And why is he doing 
it? Because he knows the American 
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people reject his agenda. He knows 
that the American people are ready to 
punish his party at the ballot box be-
cause his proposals are so harmful to 
people. No President—no President— 
who thinks he can win by virtue of his 
ideas alone would feel like he must rig 
the rules and pick his own voters in-
stead of the other way around—the 
voters picking him. Yet that is what 
Donald Trump is doing right now— 
pushing Republicans in Texas and in 
other red States across the country to 
gerrymander their way into power, to 
rig the game because they can’t win 
the game fair and square. 

I ask again: Have we ever had a 
President so pathetic, so pathological 
as Donald Trump? 

Finally, no discussion of Donald 
Trump’s incompetence and lies would 
be complete without talking about 
healthcare. 

Now, what is Donald Trump’s signa-
ture domestic accomplishment? Tell 
me. What is it? He would say it is, un-
doubtedly, the so-called Big Beautiful 
Bill, but Americans are learning— 
every day, more and more Americans 
learn that it is nothing more than a big 
betrayal—a big betrayal—the biggest 
cuts to healthcare and food assistance 
and good-paying jobs in American his-
tory. 

Donald Trump’s signature feat in of-
fice is throwing people off Medicaid— 
can you imagine?—to make life better 
for those at the very, very top. He is 
destroying the ACA marketplace and 
sending costs skyrocketing for millions 
of Americans. They are going to learn 
about this as early as next month. And 
who are we kidding? We know that 
Medicare is next. We all know his 
Treasury Secretary gloated that they 
found a way to hurt Medicare in the so- 
called Big Beautiful Bill. 

I was in New York last month, and I 
spoke with countless New York doctors 
and hospital managers and nurses and 
parents and patients who are frus-
trated and worried that hospitals will 
close, that costs will go up, that people 
who need coverage won’t be able to get 
it—the mom who has a daughter with 
cancer and can no longer get help and 
watches that child suffer, and the mom 
suffers too. 

Thanks to Donald Trump and Senate 
Republicans, healthcare costs are going 
to increase for every American in the 
country, and it is not just—you know, 
you say: Well, I am not on Medicaid. I 
am not on Medicare and the ACA. 

Even people with private insurance 
will see their costs go up and go up sig-
nificantly. Rural Americans will see 
their hospitals close. It is happening 
already in States like Nebraska and 
Maine. And this isn’t theoretical; it is 
real. 

Meanwhile, while all this devastation 
is going on, we have an HHS Sec-
retary—instead of looking out for the 
healthcare of the American people, he 
is firing thousands of Federal workers, 
he is canceling medical research, and 
he is promoting cod liver oil supple-

ments to treat diseases like measles. 
This is crackpot nonsense. 

My Senate colleagues know that 
what R.F.K., Jr., is doing is dangerous. 
The damage R.F.K., Jr., is causing 
right now will be felt for generations, 
and so many of our kids and grandkids 
will suffer. More of our kids will die 
from preventable diseases. The damage 
will be long-lasting. Donald Trump 
should fire R.F.K., Jr., immediately. 
Republicans should come out of hiding 
and demand Trump fire R.F.K. too. 
They see the damage. They read the in-
sane things he says day after day after 
day after day. They know the immense 
harm R.F.K. poses to our kids the 
longer he stays in place. 

Every second that R.F.K. is running 
our healthcare system is a healthcare 
crisis of its own, and he cannot be al-
lowed to continue to lead this Agency. 

So, in conclusion, the challenges I 
have mentioned today are just a few 
that plague America. They are a result 
of Donald Trump’s pathetic leadership 
and his incessant lies. 

I lay all of this at the feet of my Re-
publican colleagues. They could stop it. 
I ask my Republican colleagues: Will 
you join us in making things right, in 
putting a stop to Donald Trump’s mad-
ness, in protecting our kids, in low-
ering costs, in setting America back on 
the right track, and making our neigh-
borhoods safe, or will you keep bowing 
down before the throne of Donald 
Trump? 

We ask you not to turn your back on 
the vision of our Founders, not to let 
America slide down the road to autoc-
racy—and that is an expensive autoc-
racy for that matter—where Americans 
pay more and more for rent, elec-
tricity, groceries, and things like that. 
Senate Republicans can’t pretend they 
are helpless against Donald Trump. 
The majority in this Chamber—the ma-
jority—could very easily undo what he 
does. They have the power to rein in 
his worst impulses. Republicans just 
need to make the decision for them-
selves to act, to stand up, to put the 
needs of people back home ahead of 
Donald Trump’s narcissistic wishes. 

We have an opportunity this month— 
this month—to start setting things 
right by advancing commonsense legis-
lation to protect our healthcare, to 
hold the line against Trump’s abuses, 
and to reverse the immense, harmful 
Medicaid cuts that Trump and Repub-
licans pushed in the summer. 

Will Senate Republicans continue to 
kowtow to a leader they know is drag-
ging the country down, they know is a 
pathological liar, or will they—as the 
Founding Fathers intended—stand up 
to him? Will they help us fight Amer-
ica’s slide into authoritarianism? Will 
they help us give the American people 
some hope in the future and prevent 
their costs from continuing to rise? 
This month—this month—will tell us 
in which direction they choose. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic whip. 

NOMINATIONS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I lis-

tened carefully to my friend JOHN 
THUNE, the Republican leader. We have 
known one another and served together 
for many years. We have worked on 
issues together, and I think we will 
continue to, but we disagree on many 
political things. I respect him, and I 
hope he respects me. 

He made a plea to the Senate that we 
have more voice votes, more unani-
mous consent requests for nomina-
tions. He went through the history of 
this Chamber. And, certainly, it bears 
repeating, and it is certainly true, that 
in the past there were many more voice 
votes than there are today. 

What is the difference between a 
record vote and a voice vote? Time. 
Time is so precious here. We only meet 
for a few days each week and a few 
hours each day. We need more time if 
there are more rollcall votes. It takes 
up anywhere from 20 minutes to 2 
hours to complete a vote. A voice vote, 
of course, is instantaneous. 

So the Republican leader, Mr. THUNE, 
is asking for more and more voice 
votes. And he recounts the history in 
this Chamber to make his case. There 
is one chapter that he failed to admit 
and failed to concede; that is, what 
happened in the last year of the Biden 
administration. 

I was then chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, and I am a mem-
ber of that committee to this day. One 
of the most important responsibilities 
of a President is to fill the 90-plus U.S. 
attorney spots all across the United 
States that represent the Department 
of Justice. These are men and women 
who are on the firing line in the en-
forcement of law, and it is critical that 
these appointments be confirmed as 
quickly as possible. 

Under the administration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump in his first term, 
all 90-plus U.S. attorneys were ap-
proved by voice vote, all of them. 
There was one that became controver-
sial and was later reconsidered and re-
moved. But all of the 90-plus U.S. at-
torneys in Trump’s first term, voice 
vote. 

What happened when Joe Biden de-
feated Donald Trump—and he did de-
feat him—and became President of the 
United States and tried to do the same 
thing to fill up the spots of U.S. attor-
neys? We were doing quite well fol-
lowing the precedent that had been 
around for years under leaders of both 
parties, following the precedent of 
President Trump’s first term. We were 
doing quite well until one Senator ob-
jected. In the Senate, that can stop the 
train. 

That Senator was JD VANCE of Ohio. 
He came to the floor and made it clear 
that he would no longer allow us to 
have unanimous consent to move to a 
voice vote on U.S. attorneys. The va-
cancies and positions for a U.S. attor-
ney had to be filled by a record vote— 
just what Senator THUNE is objecting 
to these days. He insisted—JD VANCE 
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of Ohio, U.S. Senator, insisted that no 
voice votes for U.S. attorneys from 
that point forward would take place. 

I went to the floor on six or seven dif-
ferent occasions begging him to recon-
sider that position, saying to him: A 
day may come when your party, the 
Republican Party, has a President who 
wants to fill U.S. attorney slots by a 
voice vote and we will have the JD 
VANCE precedent that says you can’t do 
it. 

He didn’t care. He wouldn’t budge. He 
stuck to that position. As a con-
sequence, almost 30 U.S. attorneys 
under President Joe Biden were not ap-
proved. 

So I say to Leader THUNE, be honest 
about the analysis of this situation. If 
we are going to do something by way of 
reform, I would like to be at the 
table—particularly when it applies to 
U.S. attorneys and judges—but we 
should do this in a fashion that is fair 
to both political parties. 

I might also say that though the U.S. 
attorneys are virtually subject to a 
blue slip, it means that some of them 
will receive the approval of Democrats. 
We have that case right now. I can 
point to States, specific States, where 
Democratic attorneys have given blue 
slip approval of U.S. attorney nomi-
nees. That, to me, is an important fac-
tor that should be brought into this 
conversation. 

I might also say that from the Re-
publican side, if they will sit down and 
be fair with us in terms of Democratic 
appointments, we need to be fair back 
to them. That, I think, would mean 
turning our back on the JD VANCE 
precedent that we have been living 
under ever since. So I hope we can do 
something positive for the good of the 
Senate. 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. President, back home in Illinois, 

there is one item of news when it 
comes to Washington, DC: When or if 
Donald Trump is going to send in the 
troops. 

In June, President Trump deployed 
the military against American citizens 
when he sent National Guard troops 
and 700 Active-Duty marines to Los 
Angeles in an attempt to crush pro-
tests against his administration’s cruel 
immigration raids. 

Last month, the President took the 
unwarranted step of federalizing Wash-
ington, DC’s police force and sending 
thousands of National Guardsmen to 
patrol our Nation’s Capital. 

For months now, President Trump 
has been looking for any excuse to send 
National Guard troops and Active-Duty 
Forces into American communities. 
And over the past few weeks, he has 
boasted ‘‘Chicago will be’’ next. 

Let me be clear: This would be yet 
another dangerous, illegal, and uncon-
stitutional abuse of power by President 
Donald Trump. The President claims 
his actions are meant to drive down 
crime and restore order, but all they 
have done is created a political spec-
tacle, a political theater. 

He ignores the reality that violent 
crime is down in the District of Colum-
bia and in Chicago. And he ignores the 
fact that under our Constitution, the 
part to maintain law and order belongs 
to the States. That doesn’t matter to 
Donald Trump. The only thing that 
matters to him are the optics, con-
tinuing to push the limits of our Con-
stitution and the rule of law as he 
abuses his office. 

Using the military to ‘‘occupy’’ an 
American city in the absence of an 
emergency politicizes the institution, 
erodes civilian control of the Armed 
Forces, and places unnecessary burdens 
on the servicemembers, families, and 
employers. 

There are also troubling reports that 
Federal law enforcement officers could 
operate out of Naval Station Great 
Lakes, where the Navy trains thou-
sands of new recruits a year. 

We are so proud of the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station. Every single 
member of the U.S. Navy on the en-
listed side goes through basic training 
in our State in the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station. My brother who was 
a volunteer serving in the Navy in the 
Korean war went through that training 
in his day. It is a magnificent facility, 
and over the time I have served in Con-
gress in the House and the Senate, it 
has been my honor to make sure that it 
is the very best training center in the 
world. 

Supporting law enforcement is not 
the core mission of the U.S. Navy or 
the National Guard, and it distracts 
our troops from preparing to respond 
to real threats from our adversaries 
around the world. 

We were just notified recently that 
there have been secret plans underway 
for a long period of time. The Pentagon 
has been developing plans for military 
deployment for weeks. The plans re-
portedly include several options, in-
cluding mobilizing thousands of Na-
tional Guard troops this month to re-
store law and order, so to speak, in 
areas where they are cracking down on 
crime, homelessness, and undocu-
mented immigration. But in most in-
stances—legal and constitutional in-
stances—the use of federalized troops 
or the use of Federal troops requires 
the approval and consent of the Gov-
ernor of the State. That is not the 
case, certainly, in Illinois. It also takes 
a financial toll on our readiness. 

We are going to start to consider the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
this evening here in the U.S. Senate. It 
is an important bill—one of the most 
important—and it has the history of al-
ways being passed every single year. 
And I hope we can maintain that kind 
of commitment. 

But that bill is passed in a popular 
and bipartisan basis because it does 
something that is critical. It author-
izes the funding for the troops that de-
fend our Nation. We worked long and 
hard on it. 

I am not a member of the committee, 
but I know they spend hours of debate 

on each and every provision of the bill, 
and then it comes to the floor and is 
subject, many times, to amendments 
on the floor. It takes a week or some-
times 2 or more to get it done, but it is 
that important. 

Why do we spend so much time? To 
make sure that our military has the 
money that they need to keep America 
safe—our first responsibility. And now 
we have this prospect that even if we 
pass this bill, that some other Agencies 
in this government, for some other po-
litical reason—in this case, massive de-
portation—are going to be using the 
Department of Defense funds. 

I offered an amendment in the Appro-
priations Committee where I serve that 
said if any other Agency of government 
takes money away from the Depart-
ment of Defense for another purpose, it 
has to be reimbursed. If we are going to 
stand by our men and women in uni-
form and make sure that they are ade-
quately financed, we cannot allow 
these raids that are being considered 
by the Trump administration. 

For example, the cost of Donald 
Trump’s deployment of troops to Los 
Angeles was estimated at $134 million, 
and some experts calculate the mission 
in the District of Columbia costs the 
Department of Defense and taxpayers 
$1 million a day—$1 million a day. 

While the National Guard is meant to 
serve American communities in true 
emergencies, like pandemics and nat-
ural disasters, what is it doing in DC at 
the President’s request? Patrolling 
neighborhoods for political theater: 
picking up trash and spreading mulch. 
Give me a break. These men and 
women who are being trained to defend 
our country are being used by this 
President for political purposes in the 
District of Columbia. 

In Chicago, crime rates may be unac-
ceptably high—and I don’t doubt that 
in some categories—but they have been 
on a steady decline for years, and we 
are already pursuing successful com-
munity-based strategies to deter crime. 
We are reaching out to the most vul-
nerable members of our communities 
directly and personally, working with 
trusted and trained leaders who under-
stand the impact that trauma can have 
on communities. 

We can work together, but it doesn’t 
mean that Donald Trump shoves it 
down our throats. We want to cooper-
ate with him. We have programs that 
he failed to fund in this budget cycle 
that we believe are critical for the 
maintenance of the diminishment of 
criminal experiences. This is being ac-
complished through the Community 
Based Violence Intervention and Pre-
vention Initiative, which represents a 
historic Federal investment in pro-
grams designed to help prevent and re-
duce violent crime. 

But these programs have been cut by 
the Trump administration. The initia-
tive supports evidence-based violence 
intervention and prevention programs 
based on partnerships. It combats 
crime by collecting data, identifying 
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trends, developing strategies, and shar-
ing these practices. 

Ask professional law enforcement 
and they will tell you in virtually 
every conversation on the subject that 
you can’t arrest your way out of a 
crime wave; you have got to analyze 
the basic causes of crime and what to 
do about it. Of course, dangerous peo-
ple should be arrested and should pay 
the price for their wrongdoing, but a 
strategy that reduces violent crime 
over any long period of time takes 
more than that. 

Replacing these efforts with troops 
not trained for urban policing risks 
alienating residents, destabilizing 
neighborhoods, and harming the Na-
tional Guard’s reputation. And I can 
tell you, over the years, I have come to 
be a big fan of the National Guard. 
They are there when we need them. We 
shouldn’t overuse them. We shouldn’t 
abuse them. We shouldn’t put them in 
jobs they are not trained for. That is 
exactly what the Trump administra-
tion is doing in the District of Colum-
bia and threatening to do in Illinois. 

Incidentally, there is one common 
fact that belies any objectivity in this 
effort. You would think if the Presi-
dent were setting out to eliminate 
crime across America, he could find 
many examples in red States and blue 
States, States that supported him and 
States that didn’t. All he has found are 
in the areas that were voting for Jo-
seph Biden in the election of 2020, and 
those States are the State of Cali-
fornia, the State of Illinois, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and now he is 
threatening to move into Maryland. 

So if he is going after crime, why is 
he ignoring the States of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee, or 
Texas? Why? Because they voted for 
him for President. He doesn’t see crime 
in those States. And there is just as 
much, if not more, as there is in the 
State of Illinois. Yet he focuses his at-
tention only on blue States. All of 
these States that I have mentioned 
have high violent crime rates. Presi-
dent Trump doesn’t target them be-
cause they are led by Republican offi-
cials. That is it. It is a political deci-
sion. 

Trump’s power grab sets a precedent 
that any President could invoke to de-
ploy troops anywhere without an ac-
tual emergency. He was called to task 
by a judge in California on that just 
this week, and I am sure that will be 
contested. He is reinforcing a pattern 
of targeting large cities with signifi-
cant Black and Latino populations, un-
dermining trust between law enforce-
ment and the community. 

The Founders of this Nation under-
stood that an unchecked power to turn 
the military on the American people 
themselves poses a grave threat to de-
mocracy and individual liberty. 
Trump’s decision to deploy the mili-
tary in American cities is more fitting 
for an authoritarian regime than the 
democracy that our Nation’s Founding 
Fathers fought for. 

These tactics are all smoke and mir-
rors to distract from the real issues 
facing us. Trump is hoping the Amer-
ican people will forget about his so- 
called ‘‘Big Beautiful’’ budget that rips 
away healthcare and food aid for mil-
lions across America—all to give tax 
breaks to the wealthiest—or forget how 
his reckless tariff policies are increas-
ing the costs on everyday goods and es-
sentials that working people rely on, or 
forget about the Epstein coverup being 
orchestrated by this White House. 

Well, America won’t forget, and we 
will continue to hold Donald Trump’s 
feet to the fire where it counts. As the 
ranking member of the Senate Judici-
ary and a Senator from the State of Il-
linois, I will not sit idly by while this 
President tramples over the Constitu-
tion. I will use every tool at my dis-
posal to protect our constitutional sys-
tem of checks and balances and indi-
vidual liberties that define us as Amer-
icans—from Los Angeles, to Chicago, 
to the District of Columbia, and every-
where in between. We will continue to 
put pressure on this administration to 
explain to the American people why we 
would waste millions of dollars appro-
priated for the defense of this country 
on a political stunt by this President 
that applies only to blue States that 
went for Joe Biden in the 2020 election. 

The bottom line is the American peo-
ple want to be safe in their homes and 
in their neighborhoods and safe as a 
Nation. This strategy by Donald 
Trump is not going to achieve that 
goal. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 262. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Maria A. 
Lanahan, of Missouri, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Missouri. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The cloture motion having been 
presented under rule XXII, the Chair 
directs the clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 262, Maria 
A. Lanahan, of Missouri, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Missouri. 

John Thune, David McCormick, Tom 
Cotton, Thom Tillis, Tim Scott of 
South Carolina, Mike Rounds, Steve 
Daines, Eric Schmitt, Roger Marshall, 
Ron Johnson, Kevin Cramer, Jim 
Banks, Pete Ricketts, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Ted Budd, Josh Hawley, Jim 
Justice. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 291. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Edward L. 
Artau, of Florida, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 291, Edward 
L. Artau, of Florida, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of Flor-
ida. 

John Thune, Lindsey Graham, Mike Lee, 
Eric Schmitt, Katie Boyd Britt, John 
Barrasso, Marsha Blackburn, Chuck 
Grassley, Pete Ricketts, Shelley Moore 
Capito, Todd Young, John R. Curtis, 
Steve Daines, John Cornyn, James 
Lankford, Rick Scott of Florida, Jim 
Banks. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. THUNE. I ask consent that the 

Senate resume legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
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