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to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3642. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3643. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3644. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3645. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3646. Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Ms. BALDWIN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2296, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3647. Mr. HAGERTY (for himself and
Mr. KAINE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3648. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3649. Mr. HAGERTY (for himself and
Ms. ALSOBROOKS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3650. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3651. Mr. HAGERTY (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mrs. BRITT, Mr.
BUDD, and Ms. ALSOBROOKS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3652. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3653. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 36564. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3655. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3656. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3657. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3658. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3659. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3660. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3661. Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. RISCH, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.
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SA 3662. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and
Mr. PAUL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3663. Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
KiM) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3664. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3665. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. PETERS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3666. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3667. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3668. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3669. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3670. Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3671. Mrs. BRITT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3672. Mrs. BRITT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3673. Mrs. BRITT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3674. Mrs. BRITT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3675. Mrs. BRITT (for herself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3676. Mr. MARKEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3677. Mr. VAN HOLLEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3678. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2296, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3679. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3680. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. COONS) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1659, to
amend titles 11 and 28, United States Code,
to modify the compensation payable to
trustees serving in cases under chapter 7 of
title 11, United States Code, to extend the
term of certain temporary offices of bank-
ruptcy judges, and for other purposes.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3413. Mr. TUBERVILLE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
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proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,

making appropriations for military

construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for

the fiscal year ending September 30,

2026, and for other purposes; which was

ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPORT ON REVIEW AND IMPLEMEN-
TATION OF STAFFING MODELS AT
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMIT-
TEES OF CONGRESS.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(1) the Committee on Appropriations and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Appropriations and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on the efforts of the Sec-
retary to review and implement staffing
models at the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs that will ensure timely, high quality
delivery of health care, benefits, and other
services furnished by the Department. Such
report shall describe the methodology and
review process the Secretary is using to cre-
ate the staffing models for the Department.

SA 3414. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intented to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 219, after line 25, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 783. Each discretionary appropriation
made under this division is reduced, on a pro
rata basis, by the amount necessary to re-
duce the amount of discretionary appropria-
tions made available under this division, but
for this section, by 2 percent.

SA 3415. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 219, after line 25, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 783. The discretionary appropriations
made available under this division are re-
duced, on a pro rata basis, by the amount
necessary to reduce the amount of discre-
tionary appropriations made available under
this division to be 2 percent less than the
amount of discretionary appropriations
made available under section 1101(a)(1) of the
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act,
2025 (division A of Public Law 119-4; 139 Stat.
9).

SA 3416. Mr. BUDD (for himself and
Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In section 250 of title II of division A,
strike ‘‘programs.” and insert ‘‘programs;
and, $709,573,000 shall be made available for
opioid prevention and treatment programs.’’.

SA 3417. Mr. BUDD (for himself and
Mr. KELLY) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 126 . DISPOSITION OF WEAPONS AND MA-
TERIEL IN TRANSIT FROM IRAN TO
HOUTHIS IN YEMEN.

(a) DISPOSITION OF WEAPONS AND MATE-
RIEL.—The President may treat as stocks of
the United States any weapon or materiel
seized by the United States while in transit
from the Islamic Republic of Iran to the
Houthis in the Republic of Yemen.

(b) DRAWDOWN AUTHORITY.—Section 506(a)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2318(a)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘‘(4) In addition to amounts otherwise spec-
ified in this section, the President may di-
rect the drawdown of weapons and materiel
treated as stocks of the United States, seized
pursuant to section 126 (a) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2026, to be provided to foreign partners.”’.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report that includes the following:

(1) The number of times the President ex-
ercised the authority under subsection (a).

(2) An inventory of the weapons and mate-
riel treated as United States stocks pursuant
to such authority.

(3) An inventory of the weapons and mate-
riel provided to foreign partners pursuant to
the authority provided in paragraph (4) of
section 506(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2318(a)).

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

SA 3418. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted
an amendment intended to be propsed
by her to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division B, in-
sert the following:
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SEC. . (a) For an additional amount
for ‘‘Agricultural Programs—Agricultural
Research Service—Salaries and Expenses’’,
there is appropriated $500,000, to remain
available until expended, to expedite fiber
research on industrial hemp between the Ce-
real Disease Laboratory and the Cotton
Fiber Bioscience and Utilization Research
Unit, including cooperative agreements with
qualified nonprofit organizations.

(b) For an additional amount for ‘“‘Agricul-
tural Programs—Agricultural Research
Service—Salaries and Expenses’’, there is ap-
propriated $500,000, to remain available until
expended, to expand existing cereal research
into methods to mitigate mycotoxin risks.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the amount appropriated by this
Act under the heading ‘‘Agricultural Pro-
grams—Processing, Research, and Mar-
keting—Office of the Secretary’’ in title I for
the Office of Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations and Intergovernmental
Affairs shall be reduced by $1,000,000.

SA 3419. Mr. HUSTED submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle F of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10_ . EXCLUSION FROM DEFINITION OF
PRODUCTION FACILITY.

Section 11 v. of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2014(v)) is amended, in the sec-
ond sentence, by striking ‘‘separating the
isotopes of uranium or enriching uranium in
the isotope 235 and inserting ‘‘(A) sepa-
rating isotopes of uranium or enriching ura-
nium in the isotope 235; or (B) reprocessing
spent nuclear fuel in a manner that does not
separate plutonium from other transuranic
elements”.

SA 3420. Mr. MORAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following new
subtitle:

Subtitle H—ADS-B In and ADS-B Out Equip-
ment Required for Aircraft Operating in
Class B Airspace in the National Airspace
System

SEC. 1091. ADS-B IN AND ADS-B OUT EQUIPMENT

REQUIRED FOR AIRCRAFT OPER-

ATING IN CLASS B AIRSPACE IN THE
NATIONAL AIRSPACE SYSTEM.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, no aircraft, including
military aircraft, shall be operated in Class
B airspace in the national airspace system
unless the aircraft has ADS-B In and ADS-B
Out equipment that meets such performance
requirements as the Administrator shall
specify, and is installed, activated, and re-
ceiving whenever the aircraft is taxiing or in
flight.

(2) LIMITATION ON REGULATIONS.—Neither
the Secretary of Transportation nor the Ad-
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ministrator shall implement, administer, en-
force, or otherwise give effect to any regula-
tion that exempts aircraft, including mili-
tary aircraft, from the requirements of para-
graph (1).

(b) REPEAL OF EXEMPTION TO REQUIREMENT
To INSTALL AUTOMATIC DEPENDENT SURVEIL-
LANCE-BROADCAST EQUIPMENT ON CERTAIN
AIRCRAFT OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—Sec-
tion 1046 of the John S. McCain National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019
(49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is repealed.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

(2) ADS-B IN.—The term ‘“ADS-B In”
means onboard avionics technology that pe-
riodically receives ADS-B Out broadcasts of
an aircraft’s state vector (3-dimensional po-
sition and 3-dimensional velocity) and other
required information as described in part
91.277 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations
(or a successor regulation).

(3) ADS-B ouT.—The term ‘“ADS-B Out”
has the meaning given such term in section
91.227 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations
(or a successor regulation).

(4) AIRCRAFT.—The term ‘‘aircraft’” means
fixed wing aircraft, rotorcraft, powered-lift
aircraft, and any other form of manned air-
craft.

SA 3421. Mr. CORNYN (for himself,
Mr. PETERS, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. LUJAN, and Mr. HICKENLOOPER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle H—SAFE Orbit Act
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Situa-
tional Awareness of Flying Elements in
Orbit Act” or the “SAFE Orbit Act”.

SEC. 1092. SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS AND
SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall facilitate safe operations in
space and encourage the development of
commercial space capabilities by acquiring
and disseminating unclassified data, ana-
lytics, information, and services on space ac-
tivities.

(b) IMMUNITY.—The TUnited States, any
agencies and instrumentalities thereof, and
any individuals, firms, corporations, and
other persons acting for the United States
Government, including nongovernmental en-
tities, shall be immune from any suit in any
court for any cause of action arising from
the provision or receipt of space situational
awareness services or information, whether
or not provided in accordance with this sec-
tion, or any related action or omission.

(c) AcCQUISITION OF DATA.—The Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Space Commerce
(established under section 50702(b) of title 51,
United States Code, as amended by section
1093) is authorized to acquire—

(1) data, analytics, information, and serv-
ices, including with respect to—

(A) location tracking data;

(B) positional and orbit determination in-
formation; and

(C) conjunction data messages; and

(2) such other data, analytics, information,
and services as the Secretary of Commerce
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determines necessary to avoid collisions of
space objects.

(d) DATABASE ON SATELLITE LOCATION AND
BEHAVIOR.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce shall provide ac-
cess for the public, at no charge, to a fully
updated, unclassified database of informa-
tion concerning space objects and behavior
that includes—

(1) the data and information acquired
under subsection (c), except to the extent
that such data or information is classified or
a trade secret (as defined in section 1839 of
title 18, United States Code); and

(2) the provision of basic space situational
awareness services and space traffic coordi-
nation based on the data referred to in para-
graph (1), including basic analytics, tracking
calculations, and conjunction data messages.

(e) BASIC SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
SERVICES.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce—

(1) shall provide to satellite operators, at
no charge, basic space situational awareness
services, including the data, analytics, infor-
mation, and services described in subsection
(©);

(2) in carrying out paragraph (1), may not
compete with private sector space situa-
tional awareness products, to the maximum
extent practicable; and

(3) not less frequently than every 3 years,
shall review the basic space situational
awareness services described in paragraph (1)
to ensure that such services provided by the
Federal Government do not compete with
space situational awareness services offered
by the private sector.

(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR DATA ACQUISITION
AND DISSEMINATION.—In acquiring data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
section (c¢) and disseminating data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
sections (d) and (e), the Assistant Secretary
of Commerce for Space Commerce shall—

(1) leverage commercial capabilities to the
maximum extent practicable;

(2) prioritize the acquisition of data, ana-
lytics, information, and services from com-
mercial industry located or licensed in the
United States to supplement data collected
by United States Government agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Defense and the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion;

(3) appropriately protect proprietary data,
information, and systems of firms located in
the United States, including by using appro-
priate infrastructure and cybersecurity
measures, including measures set forth in
the most recent version of the Cybersecurity
Framework, or successor document, main-
tained by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology; and

(4) facilitate the development of standard-
ization and consistency in data reporting, in
collaboration with satellite owners and oper-
ators, commercial space situational aware-
ness data and service providers, the aca-
demic community, nonprofit organizations,
and the Director of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

(g) OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY.—In
carrying out the activities required by this
section, the Secretary of Commerce shall
enter into such contracts, leases, cooperative
agreements, or other transactions as may be
necessary.

(h) SPACE OBJECT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘space object’’ means any ob-
ject launched into space, or created in space,
robotically or by humans, including an ob-
ject’s component parts.

SEC. 1093. OFFICE OF SPACE COMMERCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 50701 of title 51,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:
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“§50701. Definitions

““In this chapter:

‘(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘As-
sistant Secretary’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Space Commerce.

‘(2) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’ means
the Bureau of Space Commerce established
under section 50702.

‘“(3) ORBITAL DEBRIS.—The term ‘orbital de-
bris’—

‘““(A) means—

‘(i) any human-made space object orbiting
Earth that—

‘“(I) no longer serves an intended purpose;

‘“(IT) has reached the end of its mission; or

‘“(IIT) is incapable of safe maneuver or op-
eration; and

‘‘(i1) a rocket body and other hardware left
in orbit as a result of normal launch and
operational activities; and

‘(B) includes fragmentation debris pro-
duced by failure or collision of human-made
space objects.

‘“(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

‘“(6) SPACE OBJECT.—The term ‘space ob-
ject’ means any object launched into space
or created in space, robotically or by hu-
mans, including the component parts of such
an object.

‘(6) SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The
term ‘space situational awareness’ means—

‘“(A) the identification, characterization,
tracking, and the predicted movement and
behavior of space objects and orbital debris;
and

‘(B) the understanding of the space oper-
ational environment.

“(7) SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION.—The
term ‘space traffic coordination’ means the
planning, assessment, and coordination of
activities to enhance the safety, stability,
and sustainability of operations in the space
environment.”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 507 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by striking the item
relating to section 50701 and inserting the
following:
¢50701. Definitions.”.

(b) TRANSITION OF OFFICE TO BUREAU.—Sub-
section (a) of section 50702 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by inserting before
the period at the end the following: ‘‘, which,
not later than 5 years after the date of the
enactment of the SAFE Orbit Act, shall be
elevated by the Secretary of Commerce from
an office within the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to a bureau re-
porting directly to the Office of the Sec-
retary of Commerce’’.

(c) ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS OF BUREAU.—
Subsection (c) of such section is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘; and’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(6) to perform space situational awareness
and space traffic management duties pursu-
ant to the SAFE Orbit Act.”.

(d) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
FOR SPACE COMMERCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion is amended to read as follows:

“(b) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The Bureau
shall be headed by the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Space Commerce, who shall—

‘(1) be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;

“(2) report directly to the Secretary of
Commerce; and

‘“(3) have a rate of pay that is equal to the
rate payable for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5.”".

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 50702(d) of title 51, United
States Code, is amended—
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(i) in the subsection heading, by striking
“DIRECTOR’ and inserting ‘‘ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY’’; and

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘Director’” and inserting ‘As-
sistant Secretary’’.

(B) Section 5315 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retaries of Commerce (11)” and inserting
‘“Assistant Secretaries of Commerce (12)”".

(3) REFERENCES.—On and after the date of
the enactment of this Act, any reference in
any law or regulation to the Director of the
Office of Space Commerce shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Space Commerce.

(e) OFFICE OF SPACE COMMERCE STAFFING.—

(1) REQUIRED STAFF LEVELS DURING OFFICE
TO BUREAU TRANSITION.—Not later than 30
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter until the date
that is 1 year after the date on which the
transition from office to bureau is complete,
the Secretary of Commerce (referred to in
this subsection as the ‘‘Secretary’’) and the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Space
Commerce (referred to in this subsection as
the ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’) shall—

(A) complete a staffing plan for the Office
of Space Commerce, consistent with the
functions described in section 50702 of title
51, United States Code, as amended by this
subtitle, and the transition from an office to
a bureau; and

(B) submit such plan to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(2) NOTIFICATION OF TERMINATIONS NOT
BASED ON PERFORMANCE.—Subject to the
availability of appropriations, the Secretary
or the Assistant Secretary shall not reduce
the number of full-time equivalent positions
in the Office of Space Commerce or the Bu-
reau of Space Commerce for any reason
other than performance without prior notifi-
cation to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives.

(f) TRANSITION REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
that sets forth transition and continuity of
operations plans for the functional and ad-
ministrative transfer of the Office of Space
Commerce from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to a bureau re-
porting to the Office of the Secretary of
Commerce.

(2) GOAL.—The goal of transition and con-
tinuity of operations planning shall be to
minimize the cost and administrative burden
of establishing the Bureau of Space Com-
merce while maximizing the efficiency and
effectiveness of the functions and respon-
sibilities of the Bureau of Space Commerce,
in accordance with this section and the
amendments made by this section.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

SA 3422. Mr. MULLIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
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of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 550. MEDICAL ACCESSION STANDARDS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

Chapter 37 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§ 658. Medical accession standards for mem-
bers of the armed forces

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS.—(1)
The Secretaries concerned shall establish
uniform medical accession standards for
each armed force. Such standards shall—

‘“(A) apply uniformly for all commissioned
officers of an armed force; and

“(B) apply uniformly for all enlisted mem-
bers of an armed force across each occupa-
tional specialty.

‘“(2) The Secretary concerned shall make
readily available and understandable to po-
tential members of the armed forces the
standards established under paragraph (1),
including an explanation of the process es-
tablished under subsection (c)(1) and the
process for seeking approval under sub-
section (c)(2).

‘“(b) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN MEDICAL DIs-
QUALIFICATIONS.—No person may be disquali-
fied from serving as a member of the armed
forces on the sole basis of a past diagnosis of
a medical condition if—

‘(1) the diagnosis occurred before such per-
son reached the age of 13 years old;

‘(2) the condition did not require treat-
ment during the five-year period that ends
on the date on which such person seeks to
become a member of the armed forces;

‘“(3) a licensed medical professional pro-
vides a current evaluation affirming that
such person does not meet diagnostic cri-
teria for the condition and is medically fit
for service as a member of the armed forces;
and

‘‘(4) the Secretary concerned determines
such diagnosis is unlikely to impact the
health and readiness of the armed force of
which such person seeks to become a mem-
ber.

‘(c) PROCESS FOR REVIEW OR WAIVER OF
MEDICAL DISQUALIFICATIONS.—(1) The Sec-
retary concerned shall establish a process for
the review of medical disqualifications of
persons seeking to become a member of the
armed forces.

‘(2) The Secretary concerned may approve
the accession of a person into the armed
forces without regard to a disqualifying med-
ical diagnosis if the Secretary concerned de-
termines that the accession of such person is
in the interests of national security.

“(d) REPORTS.—(1) The Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees an annual report identi-
fying—

‘““(A) the number of persons disqualified
from service as a member of the armed
forces during the preceding calendar year
due to medical history;

‘(B) the number and type of approvals
granted under subsection (c)(2) during the
preceding calendar year; and

‘(C) any updates to the medical standards
for accession established under subsection
(a) or the process established under sub-
section (c)(1) since the submission of the pre-
ceding report.

‘(2) For any fiscal year in which the Sec-
retary concerned approves the accession of a
person into the Coast Guard under sub-
section (¢)(2), the Secretary of the depart-
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ment in which the Coast Guard is operating
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report identifying the in-
formation required under paragraph (1)(B)
with regards to such member.”’.

SA 3423. Mr. MULLIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 840. ENHANCING EFFICIENCY AND FAIR-
NESS IN DEFENSE PROCUREMENT
PROTESTS.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to streamline Department of Defense pro-
curement by reducing frivolous bid protests
while ensuring fair access to protest mecha-
nisms for contractors.

(b) PROTEST FILING FEE.—

(1) FEE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
paragraph (2), contractors filing a protest
with the Government Accountability Office
or the Court of Federal Claims for a Depart-
ment of Defense contract that is determined
to be ‘“frivolous” in accordance with sub-
section (e) shall pay a non-refundable fee
valued at 1 percent of the minimum guar-
antee value or fixed cost value as applicable,
unless waived under paragraph (2).

(B) CREDITING OF FEES.—An amount re-
ceived under this subsection—

(i) shall be retained by the Department of
Defense or the element of the Department of
Defense receiving the amount; and

(ii) shall be merged with and available for
the same purpose and the same time period
as the appropriation from which the contract
oversight originated.

(C) DUE DATE.—Fees incurred under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be due within 30 days of
protest completion and the frivolous protest
determination in accordance with subsection
(e).

(2) EXEMPTIONS.—

(A) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS AND FIRST-
TIME PROTESTERS.—Small business concerns
(as that term is defined in section 3 of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)) and con-
tractors with no prior protests in the pre-
ceding 3 years are exempt from the filing fee
requirement under paragraph (1).

(B) LOW-VALUE CONTRACTS.—Contracts val-
ued at less than $5,000,000 are exempt from
the filing fee requirement under paragraph
Q).

(¢) ENHANCED OVERSIGHT FOR REPEAT
PROTESTORS.—

(1) OVERSIGHT.—Contractors with three or
more protests deemed frivolous by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office or the Court
of Federal Claims within a 5-year period may
be subject to enhanced oversight, including
mandatory pre-filing reviews by the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(2) SUSPENSION.—Repeat frivolous pro-
testers may face temporary suspension from
bidding on Department of Defense contracts
for up to 1 year.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall post on a publicly available
website of the Department an annual report
detailing protest filings, outcomes, and fees
collected.
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(e) GUIDANCE REGARDING FRIVOLOUS PRO-
TESTS.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
issue guidance defining frivolous protests.

(f) ENHANCED OVERSIGHT DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘enhanced oversight”
means a review process by the Department of
Defense to assess a contractor’s protest his-
tory.

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements
under this section (other than subsection (e))
shall take effect one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SA 3424. Mr. FETTERMAN (for him-
self, Mr. CoTTON, and Mr. KELLY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 330. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM CAPITAL

INVESTMENT FOR CERTAIN DEPOTS
OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.
Section 2476(a)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘the preceding
three fiscal years’ and inserting ‘‘the pre-
ceding fiscal year, the current fiscal year,
and the estimated amount for the following
fiscal year’’.

SA 3425. Ms. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1265. MIDDLE EAST DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY
INNOVATION COOPERATION INITIA-
TIVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Defense Inno-
vation Community of Entities, shall estab-
lish an initiative to cooperate with defense
innovation partners in the Middle East for
the purpose of developing a strong inter-
national community of defense innovation
entities among such partners—

(1) to create opportunities to procure the
best of commercial technology from inter-
national companies, including such compa-
nies located in countries that are defense in-
novation partners in the Middle East, so as
to meet the needs of warfighters that are
such partners;

(2) to develop interoperable solutions com-
patible with capabilities of the United States
and such partners;

(3) to build defense technology and defense
innovation capacity in the United States and
in countries that are such partners;

(4) to mature and expand the reach and im-
pact of the innovation ecosystems within
and among such partners;

(5) to strengthen the collective defense in-
novation bases and security posture of the
United States and such partners through co-
development, co-production, and co-
sustainment opportunities; and
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(6) to implement other partnerships, as the
Secretary of Defense considers necessary.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the initiative
established under subsection (a) is to ad-
dress—

(1) shared challenges facing the United
States and defense innovation partners in
the Middle East from—

(A) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(B) Iran-backed terrorist threats, including
Hamas, the Houthis, and Hezbollah; and

(C) any other violent extremist organiza-
tion within the area of responsibility of the
United States Central Command; and

(2) any other such shared challenge, as de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the commander of the
United States Central Command and the De-
fense Innovation Community of Entities.

(c) Focus.—The initiative established
under subsection (a) shall focus on the fol-
lowing capabilities:

(1) Unmanned systems, including un-
manned aerial vehicles, unmanned under-
water vehicles, and unmanned surface vehi-
cles.

(2) Capabilities to counter unmanned sys-
tems, including kinetic, high-power micro-
wave, and directed energy capabilities.

(3) Advanced intelligence and its defense
applications.

(4) Any other capability necessary to re-
solve the shared challenges described in sub-
section (b), as determined by the Secretary
of Defense, in coordination with the com-
mander of the United States Central Com-
mand and the Defense Innovation Commu-
nity of Entities.

(d) EXPLORATORY DEFENSE INNOVATION
PARTNERSHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To implement the initia-
tive established under subsection (a), the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with
the Defense Innovation Community of Enti-
ties, shall seek to enter into exploratory de-
fense innovation partnerships with defense
innovation partners in the Middle East.

(2) EXPLORATORY DEFENSE INNOVATION
PARTNERSHIPS DEFINED.—In this subsection,
the term ‘‘exploratory defense innovation
partnership” means a partnership that in-
volves the following collaborative activities
between the United States and defense inno-
vation partners in the Middle East:

(A) Convening events focused on defense
innovation, with participation of representa-
tives of government, industry, and investors
of the United States and defense innovation
partners in the Middle East.

(B) Information exchanges between the
United States and defense innovation part-
ners in the Middle East to share best prac-
tices with respect to the acquisition of com-
mercial technology that meets the needs of
warfighters.

(C) Meetings to share lessons learned on
rapidly prototyping, experimenting, and
scaling innovative defense solutions during
an ongoing military conflict.

(D) Any other collaborative activity to im-
prove and integrate the defense innovation
base of the United States and defense inno-
vation partners in the Middle East.

(e) DETERMINATION ON ENTERING IN MATURE
DEFENSE INNOVATION PARTNERSHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with
the Defense Innovation Community of Enti-
ties, shall issue a determination as to wheth-
er it is feasible for the United States to enter
into a mature defense innovation partner-
ship described in paragraph (2).

(2) MATURE DEFENSE INNOVATION PARTNER-
SHIPS DESCRIBED.—A mature defense innova-
tion partnership described in this paragraph
may include—
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(A) the signing of a memorandum of under-
standing or defense innovation cooperation
agreement between or among the United
States and 1 or more defense innovation
partners in the Middle East to facilitate
joint defense innovation;

(B) the implementation of liaison officer
exchange programs to deepen the integration
of defense innovation efforts of the United
States and 1 or more defense innovation
partners in the Middle East;

(C) the implementation of commercial op-
portunities programming, including—

(i) prize challenges;

(ii) dual-use accelerators; and

(iii) educational series; and

(D) the solicitation, through commercial
solutions openings, of innovative defense so-
lutions from companies located within the
country of 1 or more defense innovation
partners in the Middle East.

(3) CONSIDERATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Defense Inno-
vation Community of Entities, shall make
the determination required by paragraph (1)
based on the following considerations:

(A) An evaluation as to the whether the
implementation of exploratory defense inno-
vation partnership described in subsection
(d) has served the interests of United States
national security.

(B) An assessment of potential benefits and
risks to United States national security in-
terests from pursuing mature defense inno-
vation partnerships described in paragraph
(2).

(C) An evaluation as to whether the pur-
suit of such a mature defense innovation
partnership will unacceptably reduce the
ability of the Defense Innovation Commu-
nity of Entities to pursue defense innovation
partnerships with allies and partners in the
areas of responsibility of the United States
Europe Command and the United States
Indo-Pacific Command.

(D) Any other matter the Secretary of De-
fense considers relevant.

(4) REVISION.—In the case of a determina-
tion under paragraph (1) that it is not fea-
sible to enter into a mature defense innova-
tion partnership described in paragraph (2),
the Secretary of Defense may, at any time if
circumstances have changed to make such a
partnership feasible, revise such determina-
tion and enter into such a partnership.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the
Defense Innovation Community of Entities,
shall submit to Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that includes—

(1) a description of the implementation of
the exploratory defense innovation partner-
ships described in subsection (d); and

(2) the determination required by sub-
section (e) and a justification for such deter-
mination.

(2) DEFENSE INNOVATION PARTNERS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST DEFINED.—The term ‘‘defense
innovation partners in the Middle East”
means the following:

(1) Israel.

(2) The United Arab Emirates.

(3) The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

(4) Each country within the area of respon-
sibility of the United States Central Com-
mand that is selected by the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the commander
of the United States Central Command and
the Defense Innovation Community of Enti-
ties, as an ideal partner for collaboration in
the area of defense innovation.

(h) PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROP-
ERTY.—The Secretary of Defense, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of Commerce,
shall take all necessary steps to ensure the
protection of the intellectual properties of
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United States companies that participate in
the initiative described in subsection (a)
from foreign actors.

SA 3426. Ms. ERNST (for herself and
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

Subtitle F—Pacific Partnership Act
SEC. 1271. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Pacific
Partnership Act”’.

SEC. 1272. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress as follows:

(1) The United States has longstanding and
enduring cultural, historic, economic, stra-
tegic, and people-to-people connections with
the Pacific Islands, based on shared values,
cultural histories, common interests, and a
commitment to fostering mutual under-
standing and cooperation.

(2) Successive United States administra-
tions have recognized the critical impor-
tance of the Pacific Islands, to the world in
high-level strategic documents, including
the—

(A) 2015 National Security Strategy, which
first declared the rebalance to Asia and the
Pacific, affirmed the United States as a Pa-
cific nation, and paved the way for subse-
quent United States engagement with the
Pacific Islands;

(B) 2017 National Security Strategy, which
includes a commitment to ‘‘shore up fragile
partner states in the Pacific Islands region
to reduce their wvulnerability to economic
fluctuations and natural disasters’’;

(C) 2019 Indo-Pacific Strategy Report,
which identified the Pacific Islands as ‘‘crit-
ical to United States strategy because of our
shared values, interests, and commitments’’;

(D) 2022 Indo-Pacific Strategy Report,
which recognized the need to engage further
with the Pacific Islands on shared security
goals; and

(E) 2022 Strategy for Pacific Partnership,
which outlined goals and methods for deep-
ening the United States partnerships with
Pacific Island nations.

(3) The United States Government should
further develop, expand, and support a com-
prehensive and multifaceted United States
policy for the Pacific Islands that—

(A) promotes peace, security, and pros-
perity for all countries that respects the sov-
ereignty and political independence of all na-
tions;

(B) preserves the Pacific Ocean as a cor-
ridor for international maritime economic
opportunities and growth and promotes sus-
tainable development;

(C) supports regional efforts to address
shared challenges, including by strength-
ening resilience to natural disasters and
stewardship of natural resources; and

(D) strengthens democratic governance and
the rule of law, and promotes internationally
recognized human rights and the preserva-
tion of the region’s cultural heritages.

(4) The United States should collaborate
closely with existing regional multilateral
institutions and frameworks, such as the Pa-
cific Islands Forum and the Pacific Commu-
nity.

(5) The United States should work closely
with United States allies and partners with
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existing relationships and interests in the

Pacific Islands, such as Australia, Japan,

South Korea, New Zealand, and Taiwan, and

regional institutions like the Pacific Islands

Forum.

SEC. 1273. STRATEGY FOR PACIFIC PARTNER-
SHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2026, and again not later than January 1,
2030, the President, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, shall develop and submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
a strategy entitled the ‘‘Strategy for Pacific
Partnership’” (in this section referred to as
the ‘““‘Strategy’’).

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The Strat-
egy shall include each of the following:

(1) A description of overarching goals for
United States engagement in the Pacific Is-
lands region, including United States diplo-
matic posts, defense posture, and economic
engagement.

(2) An assessment of threats and pressures
to the Pacific Islands region including those
caused by factors such as—

(A) natural disasters;

(B) illegal, unreported, and unregulated
fishing;

(C) non-United States military presence
and activity;

(D) developmental challenges;

(E) economic coercion and corruption; and

(F) other factors assessed to be causing a
direct risk to the United States national in-
terests in the Pacific Islands.

(3) A plan to address the threats assessed
pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) A plan for the resources necessary for
the United States to meet its goals in the
Pacific Islands region.

(56) Mechanisms, including existing forums,
for coordinating and cooperating on shared
goals among the following, as appropriate:

(A) the governments of Pacific Island
countries;

(B) regional partners in the Pacific Islands
region, including multilateral forums and or-
ganizations, such as the Pacific Islands
Forum;

(C) civil society in the Pacific Islands; and

(D) United States subnational governments
in the Pacific.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In developing the
Strategy, the President should consult, as
appropriate, with—

(1) relevant United States governmental
agencies;

(2) regional organizations, such as the Pa-
cific Islands Forum, the Pacific Islands De-
velopment Program, the Pacific Community,
the Forum Fisheries Agency, and the Secre-
tariat of the Pacific Regional Environment
Programme;

(3) the governments of the countries in the
Pacific Islands;

(4) civil society stakeholders;

(5) United States allies and partners; and

(6) United States Pacific territories and
States.

SEC. 1274. EXTENSION OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNI-
TIES TO THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
FORUM.

The provisions of the International Organi-
zations Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.)
may be extended to the Pacific Islands
Forum in the same manner, to the same ex-
tent, and subject to the same conditions as
such provisions may be extended to a public
international organization in which the
United States participates pursuant to any
treaty or under the authority of any Act of
Congress authorizing such participation or
making an appropriation for such participa-
tion.

SEC. 1275. ALLIES AND PARTNERS IN THE PA-
CIFIC ISLANDS REGION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, in con-

sultation with the Secretary of State, and
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the relevant heads of other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, should consult and co-
ordinate with allies and partners in the Pa-
cific Islands region, including Australia,
Japan, New Zealand, Taiwan, and regional
institutions, such as the Pacific Islands
Forum, the Pacific Islands Development Pro-
gram, the Pacific Community and Secre-
tariat for the Pacific Regional Environment
Programme, with respect to programs to
provide assistance to the Pacific Islands, in-
cluding for purposes of—

(1) deconflicting programming;

(2) ensuring that any programming does
not adversely affect the absorptive capacity
of the Pacific Islands;

(3) ensuring complementary programs ben-
efit the Pacific Islands to the maximum ex-
tent practicable; and

(4) ensuring that programming aligns with
regional development goals to promote a
shared vision for the future of the Pacific Is-
lands.

(b) FORMAL CONSULTATIVE PROCESS.—The
President should establish a formal consult-
ative process with such regional allies and
partners to coordinate with respect to such
programs and future-years programming.
SEC. 1276. REPORTING.

(a) UPDATES OF CERTAIN REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, in
coordination with the heads of other Federal
departments and agencies as appropriate,
shall annually update the reports listed in
paragraph (2) to include within the scope of
such reports a regional discussion of
transnational crime affecting the Pacific Is-
lands.

(2) REPORTS LISTED.—The reports listed in
this paragraph are the following:

(A) The International Narcotics Control
Strategy report required by section 489 of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2291h).

(B) The Improving International Fisheries
Management report required by section 607
of title VI of the Fisheries Act of 1995 (16
U.S.C. 1826h).

(C) The Trafficking in Persons report sub-
mitted under section 110 of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7107).

(b) MODIFICATION TO REPORT ON INDO-PA-
CIFIC REGION.—Section 5595(c) of the James
M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263;
136 Stat. 3393) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and redesig-
nating paragraph (2) as paragraph (1);

(2) in paragraph (1), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘the 2022 Indo-Pacific Strategy, or
successor documents,”” and inserting ‘‘any
relevant guidance documents’’; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1), as so
redesignated, the following:

‘“(2) Implementing any relevant guidance
documents that set forth the United States
Government strategy toward the Pacific Is-
lands region.”.

SEC. 1277. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate.

(2) PACIFIC ISLANDS; PACIFIC ISLANDS RE-
GION.—The term ‘‘Pacific Islands’ and ‘‘Pa-
cific Islands region’ mean the nations, terri-
tories, and other jurisdictions in the Pacific
Ocean within the broad groupings of Mela-
nesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia.

SA 3427. Ms. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VI, add the
following:

SEC. 629. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-
FICE STUDY ON CASUALTY ASSIST-
ANCE AND LONG-TERM CARE PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2027, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall conduct a study on the structure
and execution of the casualty assistance and
long-term care programs of the Armed
Forces.

(b) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study re-
quired by subsection (a), the Comptroller
General shall assess options—

(1) to improve the standardization of the
selection and management of casualty as-
sistance officers across the Armed Forces,
including standardized tour lengths similar
to military recruiters;

(2) to improve the standardization, quality,
and proficiency of training for casualty as-
sistance officers across the Armed Forces in
requisite policies, procedures, and knowledge
of entitlements, benefits, and financial obli-
gations surviving families may encounter;

(3) to develop a Defense-wide survivor con-
tact registry allowing surviving families to
voluntarily provide contact information to
ensure periodic check-ins with surviving
families during significant milestones fol-
lowing the death of a member of the Armed
Forces; and

(4) to develop an integrated Defense-wide
long-term care program for surviving fami-
lies, modeled on the Army’s Survivor Out-
reach Services, that provides information
about survivor entitlements and access to
expert case managers and counselors.

(¢) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after completing the study required by
subsection (a), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that includes—

(1) the results of the study;

(2) recommendations relating to the op-
tions assessed under subsection (b); and

(3) a plan for implementing those rec-
ommendations.

SA 3428. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; as follows:

On page 2, after line 13, add the following:
SEC. 4. LIMITATION ON DISCLOSURE OF EAR-

MARKS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section—

(1) the term ‘‘congressional earmark’ has
the meaning given that term in clause 9 of
rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(2) the term ‘‘disclosure’ means a mention
or reference in any communications sent
from the official office of a Member of Con-
gress, any debate of a bill other than this
Act in a congressional committee or on the
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floor of the Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives, any media interview or appear-
ance, any public speaking engagement, or
any public communications pursuant to a
political campaign.

(b) LIMITATION.—Funds provided under any
division of this Act for a congressional ear-
mark shall be rescinded if a Member of Con-
gress who requested and received the con-
gressional earmark makes a disclosure of the
congressional earmark outside of official de-
bate of this Act in the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate or the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives or on the floor of the Senate or the
House of Representatives.

(c) NOTICE.—Not later than 15 days after
the date on which funds provided for any
congressional earmark are rescinded under
subsection (b), the head of the Federal agen-
cy to which the funds were made available
shall notify the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives about the rescission.

SA 3429. Ms. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1241. STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ON DE-
FENSE INDUSTRIAL PRIORITIES BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
TAIWAN.

The Secretary of Defense shall seek to es-
tablish a partnership between the Defense
Innovation Unit of the Department of De-
fense and appropriate counterparts of Tai-
wan—

(1) to enhance market opportunities for
United States-based and Taiwan-based de-
fense technology companies;

(2) to bolster Taiwan’s defense industrial
base;

(3) to harmonize global security posture
through emerging technology;

(4) to counter the development, by the Chi-
nese Communist Party and adversarial proxy
groups aligned with the Chinese Communist
Party, of dual-use defense technologies; and

(5) in coordination with appropriate coun-
terpart offices of the Ministry of National
Defense of Taiwan—

(A) to enable coordination on defense in-
dustrial priorities;

(B) to streamline emerging defense tech-
nology research and development;

(C) to establish, for defense technology
startups, more pathways to market; and

(D) to collaborate on the coordinated de-
velopment of dual-use defense capabilities,
such as the following:

(i) Drones.

(ii) Microchips.

(iii) Directed energy weapons.

(iv) Artificial intelligence.

(v) Missile technology.

(vi) Intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance technology.

SA 3430. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
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partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2 . REPORT ON THE USE OF THIRD-PARTY
CONTRACTORS TO CONDUCT MED-
ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS OF
VETERANS FOR PURPOSES OF OB-
TAINING DISABILITY COMPENSA-
TION.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committee on Appropriations
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the use of third-party contractors to
conduct medical disability examinations of
veterans for purposes of obtaining disability
compensation.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The number of contractors used in each
State to conduct disability compensation ex-
aminations.

(2) Contract performance
measures.

(3) The average miles a veteran is required
to travel to attend a contract medical dis-
ability examination, disaggregated by State.

(4) The average wait time for an individual
to receive an examination.

(5) A description of the process at the De-
partment for handling complaints of vet-
erans about their experience with a con-
tracted medical disability examiner.

SA 3431. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mr. CRAPO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS to the bill H.R. 3944, making
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

In section 250 of title II of division A,
strike ‘‘programs.’” and insert ‘‘programs;
and, $36,879,000 shall be made available for
the Intimate Partner Violence Assistance
Program.”.

SA 3432. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself and Mr. PADILLA) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoOLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . No funds appropriated by this
title shall be used to reduce staffing, limit
hours of operation, decrease training oppor-
tunities, curb access to relevant information
technology systems, or otherwise reduce the
capacity of the Veterans Crisis Line estab-
lished under section 1720F(h) of title 38,
United States Code, to respond to and pro-
vide resources to veterans in crisis.

SA 3433. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself and Mr. KING) submitted an

and quality
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amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division A, add the
following:
SEC. 2 . LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR CANCELING LARGE CON-
TRACTS.

None of the amounts appropriated by this
title may be obligated or expended to cancel
a contract with a value that exceeds
$10,000,000 until the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs has submitted to the Committee on
Appropriations and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives an advance notification and
written explanation of contingency plans to
replace the relevant service being cancelled,
including any necessary change in the De-
partment’s staffing levels.

SA 3434. Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, insert the following:

Subtitle H—FISH Act of 2025
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Fight-
ing Foreign Illegal Seafood Harvests Act of
2025 or the “FISH Act of 2025".

SEC. 1092. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—Unless otherwise pro-
vided, the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration or the designee
of the Administrator.

(2) BENEFICIAL OWNER.—The term ‘‘bene-
ficial owner’’ means, with respect to a vessel,
a person that, directly or indirectly, through
any contract, arrangement, understanding,
relationship, or otherwise—

(A) exercises substantial control over the
vessel; or

(B) owns not less than 50 percent of the
ownership interests in the vessel.

(3) FisH.—The term ‘‘fish’> means finfish,
crustaceans, and mollusks.

(4) FORCED LABOR.—The term ‘‘forced
labor” has the meaning given that term in
section 307 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C.
1307).

(6) TUU FISHING.—The term “IUU fishing”
means activities described as illegal fishing,
unreported fishing, and unregulated fishing
in paragraph 3 of the International Plan of
Action to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Ille-
gal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing,
adopted at the 24th Session of the Com-
mittee on Fisheries in Rome on March 2,
2001.

(6) REGIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ORGA-
NIZATION.—The terms ‘‘regional fisheries
management organization” and ‘“RFMO”
have the meaning given the terms in section
303 of the Port State Measures Agreement
Act of 2015 (16 U.S.C. 7402).




August 1, 2025

(7) SEAFOOD.—The term ‘‘seafood’” means
fish, shellfish, processed fish, fish meal,
shellfish products, and all other forms of ma-
rine animal and plant life other than marine
mammals and birds.

(8) SECRETARY.—Unless otherwise provided,
the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Commerce acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration or the designee of the
Administrator.

SEC. 1093. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to
partner, consult, and coordinate with foreign
governments (at the national and sub-
national levels), civil society, international
organizations, international financial insti-
tutions, subnational coastal communities,
commercial and recreational fishing indus-
try leaders, communities that engage in
artisanal or subsistence fishing, fishers, and
the private sector, in a concerted effort—

(1) to continue the broad effort across the
Federal Government to counter IUU fishing,
including any potential links to forced labor,
human trafficking, and other threats to mar-
itime security, as outlined in sections 3533
and 3534 of the Maritime SAFE Act (16 U.S.C.
8002 and 8003); and

(2) to, additionally—

(A) prioritize efforts to prevent IUU fishing
at its sources; and

(B) support continued implementation of
the Central Arctic Ocean Fisheries agree-
ment, as well as joint research and follow-on
actions that ensure sustainability of fish
stocks in Arctic international waters.

SEC. 1094. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN IUU VESSEL
LIST.

Section 608 of the High Seas Driftnet Fish-
ing Moratorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C.
18261) is amended by striking subsections (c)
and (d) and inserting the following:

““(c) IUU VESSEL LIST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of State, the Com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, and the Secretary of Labor, shall de-
velop, maintain, and make public a list of
foreign vessels, foreign fleets, and beneficial
owners of foreign vessels or foreign fleets en-
gaged in IUU fishing or fishing-related ac-
tivities in support of IUU fishing (referred to
in this section as the ‘TUU vessel list’).

‘“(2) INCLUSION ON LIST.—The IUU vessel
list shall include any foreign vessel, foreign
fleet, or beneficial owner of a foreign vessel
or foreign fleet for which the Secretary de-
termines there is clear and convincing evi-
dence to believe that a foreign vessel is any
of the following (even if the Secretary has
only partial information regarding the ves-
sel):

““(A) A vessel listed on an IUU vessel list of
an international fishery management orga-
nization.

‘“(B) A vessel knowingly taking part in
fishing that undermines the effectiveness of
an international fishery management organi-
zation’s conservation and management
measures, including a vessel—

‘(i) exceeding applicable international
fishery management organization catch lim-
its; or

‘‘(ii) that is operating inconsistent with
relevant catch allocation arrangements of
the international fishery management orga-
nization, even if operating under the author-
ity of a foreign country that is not a member
of the international fishery management or-
ganization.

“(C) A vessel, either on the high seas or in
the exclusive economic zone of another coun-
try, identified and reported by United States
authorities to an international fishery man-
agement organization to be conducting IUU
fishing when the United States has reason to
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believe the foreign country to which the ves-
sel is registered or documented is not ad-
dressing the allegation.

‘(D) A vessel, fleet, or beneficial owner of
a vessel or fleet on the high seas identified
by United States authorities to be con-
ducting IUU fishing or fishing that involves
the use of forced labor, including individuals
and entities subject to a withhold release
order or a finding issued by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection pursuant to section
307 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307) or
any other U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion enforcement action.

‘“‘(BE) A vessel that knowingly provides
services (excluding emergency or enforce-
ment services) to a vessel that is on the IUU
vessel list, including transshipment, resup-
ply, refueling, or pilotage.

‘“(F) A vessel that is a fishing vessel en-
gaged in commercial fishing within the ex-
clusive economic zone of the United States
without a permit issued under title II of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1821 et seq.).

‘(G) A vessel that has the same beneficial
owner as another vessel on the IUU vessel
list at the time of the infraction.

¢‘(3) NOMINATIONS TO BE PUT ON THE IUU VES-
SEL LIST.—The Secretary may receive nomi-
nations for putting a vessel on the IUU ves-
sel list from—

““(A) the head of an executive branch agen-
cy that is a member of the Interagency
Working Group on IUU Fishing established
under section 3551 of the Maritime SAFE Act
(16 U.S.C. 8031);

‘(B) a country that is a member of the
Combined Maritime Forces; or

‘“(C) civil organizations that have data-
sharing agreements with a member of the
Interagency Working Group on IUU Fishing.

‘‘(4) PROCEDURES FOR ADDITION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may put
a vessel on the IUU vessel list only after no-
tification to the vessel’s beneficial owner
and a review of any information that the
owner provides within 90 days of the notifi-
cation.

‘(B) HEARING.—A beneficial owner may re-
quest a hearing on the evidence if the own-
er’s vessel is placed on the IUU vessel list
under subparagraph (A) and may present new
evidence to the Interagency Working Group
on IUU Fishing described in paragraph (3)(A).
Such Working Group shall review the new
evidence and vote on whether the vessel
shall remain on the IUU vessel list or not.

‘“(5) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall publish its procedures for adding ves-
sels on, and removing vessels from, the IUU
vessel list. The Secretary shall publish the
IUU vessel list itself in the Federal Register
annually and on a website, which shall be up-
dated any time a vessel is added to the IUU
vessel list, and include the following infor-
mation (as much as is available and con-
firmed) for each vessel on the IUU vessel list:

‘“(A) The name of the vessel and previous
names of the vessel.

‘(B) The International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) number of the vessel, or other
Unique Vessel Identifier (such as the flag
state permit number or authorized vessel
number issued by an international fishery
management organization).

‘“(C) The maritime mobile service identity
number and call sign of the vessel.

‘(D) The business or corporate address of
each beneficial owner of the vessel.

“(E) The country where the vessel is reg-
istered or documented, and where it was pre-
viously registered if known.

‘“(F) The date of inclusion on the IUU ves-
sel list of the vessel.

‘(@) Any other Unique Vessel Identifier
(UVI), if applicable.
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“(H) Any other identifying information on
the vessel, as determined appropriate by the
Secretary.

‘() The basis for the Secretary’s inclusion
of the vessel on the IUU vessel list under
paragraph (2).

¢“(d) CONSEQUENCES OF BEING ON IUU VES-
SEL LIST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except for the purposes
of inspection and enforcement or in case of
force majeure, a vessel on the IUU vessel list
may be prohibited from—

““(A) traveling through the United States
territorial sea unless it is conducting inno-
cent passage; and

‘“(B) delivering or receiving supplies or
services, or transshipment, within waters
subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States.

‘“(2) SERVICING PROHIBITED.—No vessel of
the United States may service a vessel that
is on the IUU vessel list, except in an emer-
gency involving life and safety or to facili-
tate enforcement.

¢“(3) FISHING TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS.—It
should be a priority for United States delega-
tions to—

““(A) advocate for the incorporation of arti-
cles in international fishery management or-
ganizations providing identical or similar
safeguards described in this section in new
and updated bilateral or multilateral fishing
treaties; and

‘“(B) encourage parties to international
and regional fisheries organizations that the
United States is party to, or holds observer
status, to take similar measures described in
this section.

‘‘(e) PERMANENCY OF IUU VESSEL LIST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) through (4), a vessel, fleet, or
beneficial owner of a vessel or fleet that is
put on the IUU vessel list shall remain on
the IUU vessel list.

‘“(2) REVOCATION OF WRO.—The Secretary
shall remove a vessel or fleet from the IUU
vessel list if the vessel was added to the IUU
vessel list because it was found by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection to have had a
withhold release order or a finding issued
pursuant to section 307 of the Tariff Act of
1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307) and the withhold release
order was subsequently revoked.

¢(3) APPLICATION BY OWNER FOR POTENTIAL
REMOVAL.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In consultation with the
Secretary of State and U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, the Secretary may re-
move a vessel, fleet, or beneficial owner of a
vessel or fleet from the IUU vessel list if the
beneficial owner of the vessel submits an ap-
plication for removal to the Secretary that
meets the standards that the Secretary has
set out for removal.

‘“(B) STANDARDS.—The Secretary shall in-
clude in the standards set out for removal a
determination that the vessel or vessel
owner has not engaged in IUU fishing or fish-
ing that involves the use of forced labor dur-
ing the 5-year period preceding the date of
the application for removal. The Secretary,
in consultation with the Secretary of State
and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
shall determine whether each application for
removal demonstrates that sufficient correc-
tive action has been taken to remediate the
violations and infractions that led to the in-
clusion on the IUU vessel list.

‘(C) CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT INFORMA-
TION.—In considering an application for re-
moval, the Secretary shall consider relevant
information from all sources.

‘(4) REMOVAL DUE TO INTERNATIONAL FISH-
ERY MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION ACTION.—The
Secretary may remove a vessel from the IUU
vessel list if the vessel was put on the list be-
cause it was a vessel listed on an IUU vessel
list of an international fishery management
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organization, pursuant to subsection
(¢)(2)(A), and the international fishery man-
agement organization removed the vessel
from its IUU vessel list.

“(f) REGULATIONS AND PROCESS.—Not later
than 12 months after the date of enactment
of the Fighting Foreign Illegal Seafood Har-
vests Act of 2025, the Secretary shall issue
regulations to set a process for establishing,
maintaining, implementing, and publishing
the IUU vessel list. The Administrator may
add or remove a vessel, fleet, or beneficial
owner of a vessel or fleet from the IUU vessel
list on the date the vessel becomes eligible
for such addition or removal.

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—Unless otherwise
provided, the term ‘Administrator’ means
the Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration or the des-
ignee of the Administrator.

‘“(2) BENEFICIAL OWNER.—The term ‘bene-
ficial owner’ means, with respect to a vessel,
a person that, directly or indirectly, through
any contract, arrangement, understanding,
relationship, or otherwise—

‘“(A) exercises substantial control over the
vessel; or

‘“(B) owns not less than 50 percent of the
ownership interests in the vessel.

‘“(3) FORCED LABOR.—The term ‘forced
labor’ has the meaning given that term in
section 307 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C.
1307).

‘“(4) FOREIGN VESSEL.—The term ‘foreign
vessel’ has the meaning given the term in
section 110 of title 46, United States Code).

‘“(5) INTERNATIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT
ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘international fish-
ery management organization’ means an
international organization established by
any bilateral or multilateral treaty, conven-
tion, or agreement for the conservation and
management of fish.

‘(6) TUU FISHING.—The term ‘IUU fishing’
has the meaning given the term ‘illegal, un-
reported, or unregulated fishing’ in the im-
plementing regulations or any subsequent
regulations issued pursuant to section 609(e).

“(7T) SEAFOOD.—The term ‘seafood’ means
fish, shellfish, processed fish, fish meal,
shellfish products, and all other forms of ma-
rine animal and plant life other than marine
mammals and birds.

“(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Department of Commerce to carry out
this section $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2025 through 2030.”".

SEC. 1095. VISA SANCTIONS FOR FOREIGN PER-
SONS.

(a) FOREIGN PERSONS DESCRIBED.—A for-
eign person is described in this subsection if
the foreign person is the owner or beneficial
owner of a vessel on the IUU vessel list de-
veloped under section 608(c) of the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act
(16 U.S.C. 1826i(c)).

(b) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR
PAROLE.—

(1) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—A foreign
person described in subsection (a) is—

(A) inadmissible to the United States;

(B) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(C) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(2) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry
documentation of a foreign person described
in subsection (a) shall be revoked, regardless
of when such visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued.

(B) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation
under subparagraph (A) shall, in accordance
with section 221(i) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i))—
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(i) take effect; and

(ii) cancel any other valid visa or entry
documentation that is in the person’s posses-
sion.

(¢) NATIONAL INTEREST WAIVER.—The
President may waive the imposition of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a
foreign person.

(d) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTIONS FOR AUTHORIZED INTEL-
LIGENCE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—
This section shall not apply with respect to
activities subject to the reporting require-
ments under title V of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any au-
thorized intelligence, law enforcement, or
national security activities of the United
States.

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL AGREEMENTS.—Sanctions under
subsection (b) shall not apply with respect to
the admission of an alien to the United
States if such admission is necessary to com-
ply with the obligations of the United States
under the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into
force November 21, 1947, between the United
Nations and the United States, or the Con-
vention on Consular Relations, done at Vi-
enna April 24, 1963, and entered into force
March 19, 1967, or other international obliga-
tions.

(3) EXCEPTION FOR SAFETY OF VESSELS AND
CREW.—Sanctions under this section shall
not apply with respect to a person providing
provisions to a vessel identified under sec-
tion 608(c) of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing
Moratorium Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1826i)
if such provisions are intended for the safety
and care of the crew aboard the vessel, or the
maintenance of the vessel to avoid any envi-
ronmental or other significant damage.

(4) EXCEPTION FOR FORCED LABOR.—Sanc-
tions under this section shall not apply with
respect to a person described in subsection
(a), if such person was listed as the owner of
a vessel described in that subsection through
the use of force, threats of force, fraud, or
coercion.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN; LAWFULLY
ADMITTED FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE.—The
terms ‘‘admission’, ‘‘admitted’, ‘‘alien’’,
and ‘‘lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence’ have the meanings given those terms
in section 101 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’”’ means an individual or entity that
is not a United States person.

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
““United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity; or

(C) any person in the United States.

SEC. 1096. AGREEMENTS.

(a) PRESIDENTIAL NEGOTIATION.—In negoti-
ating any relevant agreement with a foreign
nation or nations after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the President is encour-
aged to consider the impacts on or to IUU
fishing and fishing that involves the use of
forced labor and strive to ensure that the
agreement strengthens efforts to combat
IUU fishing and fishing that involves the use
of forced labor as long as such considerations
do not come at the expense of higher priority
national interests of the United States.

(b) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGE-
MENT.—The Federal Government should en-
courage other nations to ratify treaties and
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agreements that address IUU fishing to
which the United States is a party, including
the UN Fish Stocks Agreement, the High
Seas Fishing Compliance Agreement, the
Port State Measures Agreement, and other
applicable agreements, as long as such agree-
ments have been ratified by the Senate, and
pursue bilateral and multilateral initiatives
to raise international ambition to combat
IUU fishing, including in the G7 and G20, the
United Nations, the International Labor Or-
ganization (ILO), and the International Mar-
itime Organization (IMO), and through vol-
untary multilateral efforts, as long as clear
burden sharing arrangements with partner
nations are determined. The bilateral and
multilateral initiatives should address un-
derlying drivers of IUU fishing and fishing
that involves the use of forced labor, such as
the practice of transshipment, flags of con-
venience vessels, and government subsidies
of the distant water fishing industry.

SEC. 1097. ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS.

(a) INCREASE BOARDING OF VESSELS SUS-
PECTED OF IUU FISHING.—The Commandant
of the Coast Guard shall strive, in accord-
ance with the UN Fish Stocks Agreement, to
increase, from year to year, its observation
of vessels on the high seas that are suspected
of IUU fishing and related harmful practices,
and is encouraged to consider boarding these
vessels to the greatest extent practicable.

(b) FoLLOW UP.—The Administrator shall,
in consultation with the Commandant of the
Coast Guard and the Secretary of State, co-
ordinate regularly with regional fisheries
management organizations to determine
what corrective measures each country has
taken after vessels that are registered or
documented by the country have been
boarded for suspected IUU fishing.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act and in ac-
cordance with information management
rules of the relevant regional fisheries man-
agement organizations, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard shall submit a report to
Congress on—

(1) the total number of bilateral agree-
ments utilized or enacted during Coast
Guard counter-IUU patrols and future patrol
plans for operations with partner nations
where bilateral agreements are required to
effectively execute the counter-IUU mission
and any changes to IUU provisions in bilat-
eral agreements;

(2) incidents of IUU fishing observed while
conducting High Seas Boarding and Inspec-
tions (HSBI), how the conduct is tracked
after referral to the respective country
where the vessel is registered or documented,
and what actions are taken to document or
otherwise act on the enforcement, or lack
thereof, taken by the country;

(3) the country where the vessel is reg-
istered or documented, the country where
the vessel was previously registered and doc-
umented if known, and status of a vessel
interdicted or observed to be engaged in IUU
fishing on the high seas by the Coast Guard;

(4) incident details on vessels observed to
be engaged in IUU fishing on the high seas,
boarding refusals, and what action was
taken; and

(56) any other potential enforcement ac-
tions that could decrease IUU fishing on the
high seas.

SEC. 1098. IMPROVED MANAGEMENT AT THE RE-
GIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON IUU
FISHING.—Section 3551(c) of the Maritime
SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8031(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(15) developing a strategy for leveraging
enforcement capacity against IUU fishing,
particularly focusing on nations identified
under section 609(a) of the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act
(16 U.S.C. 1826j(a)); and

‘(16) developing a strategy for leveraging
enforcement capacity against associated
abuses, such as fishing that involves the use
of forced labor and other illegal labor prac-
tices, and increasing enforcement and other
actions across relevant import control and
assessment programs, using as resources—

‘“(A) the List of Goods Produced by Child
Labor or Forced Labor produced pursuant to
section 105 of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (22
U.S.C. 7112);

‘(B) the Trafficking in Persons Report re-
quired under section 110 of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7107);

“(C) United States Customs and Border
Protection’s Forced Labor Division and en-
forcement activities and regulations author-
ized under section 307 of the Tariff Act of
1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307); and

‘(D) reports submitted under the Uyghur
Human Rights Policy Act of 2020 (Public Law
116-145).”.

(b) SECRETARY OF STATE IDENTIFICATION.—
The Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Commandant of the Coast Guard and the
Administrator, shall—

(1) identify regional fisheries management
organizations that the United States is party
to that do not have a high seas boarding and
inspection program; and

(2) identify obstacles, needed authorities,
or existing efforts to increase implementa-
tion of these programs, and take action as
appropriate.

SEC. 1099. STRATEGIES TO OPTIMIZE DATA COL-
LECTION, SHARING, AND ANALYSIS.

Section 3552 of the Maritime SAFE Act (16
U.S.C. 8032) is amended by adding at the end:

‘‘(c) STRATEGIES TO OPTIMIZE DATA COLLEC-
TION, SHARING, AND ANALYSIS.—Not later
than 3 years after the date of enactment of
the Fighting Foreign Illegal Seafood Har-
vests Act of 2025, the Working Group shall
identify information and resources to pre-
vent fish and fish products from IUU fishing
and fishing that involves the use of forced
labor from entering United States commerce
without increasing burden or trade barriers
on seafood not produced from IUU fishing.
The report shall include the following:

‘(1) Identification of relevant data streams
collected by Working Group members.

‘“(2) Identification of legal, jurisdictional,
or other barriers to the sharing of such data.

‘(3) In consultation with the Secretary of
Defense, recommendations for joint enforce-
ment protocols, collaboration, and informa-
tion sharing between Federal agencies and
States.

‘“(4) Recommendations for sharing and de-
veloping forensic resources between Federal
agencies and States.

‘‘(5) Recommendations for enhancing ca-
pacity for United States Customs and Border
Protection and National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to conduct more ef-
fective field investigations and enforcement
efforts with U.S. state enforcement officials.

‘(6) Recommendations for improving data
collection and automated risk-targeting of
seafood imports within the United States’
International Trade Data System and Auto-
mated Commercial Environment.

“(7) Recommendations for the dissemina-
tion of IUU fishing and fishing that involves
the use of forced labor analysis and informa-
tion to those governmental and non-govern-
mental entities that could use it for action
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and awareness, with the aim to establish an
IUU fishing information sharing center.

‘(8) Recommendations for an implementa-
tion strategy, including measures for ensur-
ing that trade in seafood not linked to IUU
fishing and fishing that involves the use of
forced labor is not impeded.

‘“(9) An analysis of the IUU fishing policies
and regulatory regimes of other countries in
order to develop policy and regulatory alter-
natives for United States consideration.”.
SEC. 1099A. INVESTMENT AND TECHNICAL AS-

SISTANCE IN THE FISHERIES SEC-
TOR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, and
the Secretary of Commerce, in consultation
with the heads of relevant agencies, are en-
couraged to increase support to programs
that provide technical assistance, institu-
tional capacity, and investment to nations’
fisheries sectors for sustainable fisheries
management and combating IUU fishing and
fishing involving the use of forced labor. The
focus of such support is encouraged to be on
priority regions and priority flag states iden-
tified under section 3552(b) of the Maritime
SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8032(b)).

(b) ANALYSIS OF US CAPACITY-BUILDING EX-
PERTISE AND RESOURCES.—In order to maxi-
mize efforts on preventing IUU fishing at its
sources, the Interagency Working Group on
IUU Fishing established under section 3551 of
the Maritime SAFE Act (16 U.S.C. 8031) shall
analyze United States capacity-building ex-
pertise and resources to provide support to
nations’ fisheries sectors. This analysis may
include an assessment of potential avenues
for in-country public-private collaboration
and multilateral collaboration on developing
local fisheries science, fisheries manage-
ment, maritime enforcement, and maritime
judicial capabilities.

SEC. 1099B. STRATEGY TO IDENTIFY SEAFOOD
AND SEAFOOD PRODUCTS FROM
FOREIGN VESSELS USING FORCED
LABOR.

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, in coordination with the
Secretary shall—

(1) develop a strategy for utilizing relevant
United States Government data to identify
imports of seafood harvested on foreign ves-
sels using forced labor; and

(2) publish information regarding the strat-
egy developed under paragraph (1) on the
website of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion.

SEC. 1099C. REPORTS.

(a) IMPACT OF NEW TECHNOLOGY.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, with support from the Administrator
and the Working Group established under
section 3551 of the Maritime SAFE Act (16
U.S.C. 8031), shall conduct a study to assess
the impact of new technology (such as re-
mote observing, the use of drones, develop-
ment of risk assessment tools and data-shar-
ing software, immediate containerization of
fish on fishing vessels, satellite Wi-Fi tech-
nology on fishing vessels, and other tech-
nology-enhanced new fishing practices) on
IUU fishing and associated crimes (such as
trafficking and fishing involving the use of
forced labor) and propose ways to integrate
these technologies into global fisheries en-
forcement and management.

(b) RUSSIAN AND CHINESE FISHING INDUS-
TRIES’ INFLUENCE ON EACH OTHER AND ON THE
UNITED STATES SEAFOOD AND FISHING INDUS-
TRY.—Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State, with support from the Secretary of
Commerce and the Office of the United
States Trade Representative, shall—

(1) conduct a study on the collaboration
between the Russian and Chinese fishing in-
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dustries and on the role of seafood reprocess-
ing in China (including that of raw materials
originating in Russia) in global seafood mar-
kets and its impact on United States seafood
importers, processors, and consumers; and

(2) complete a report on the study that in-
cludes classified and unclassified portions, as
the Secretary of State determines necessary.

(¢) FISHERMEN CONDUCTING UNLAWFUL FISH-
ING IN THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE.—Sec-
tion 3561 of the Maritime SAFE Act (16
U.S.C. 8031) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

¢“(d) THE IMPACTS OF IUU FISHING AND FISH-
ING INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCED LABOR.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with relevant members of the
Working Group, shall seek to enter into an
arrangement with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine under
which the National Academies will under-
take a multifaceted study that includes the
following:

““(A) An analysis that quantifies the occur-
rence and extent of IUU fishing and fishing
involving the use of forced labor among all
flag states.

‘“(B) An evaluation of the costs to the
United States economy of IUU fishing and
fishing involving the use of forced labor.

“(C) An assessment of the costs to the
global economy of IUU fishing and fishing in-
volving the use of forced labor.

‘(D) An assessment of the effectiveness of
response strategies to counter IUU fishing,
including both domestic programs and for-
eign capacity-building and partnering pro-
grams.

‘“(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subsection $2,000,000.".

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 24 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the study conducted under sub-
section (d) of section 3551 of the Maritime
SAFE Act that includes—

(1) the findings of the National Academies;
and

(2) recommendations on knowledge gaps
that warrant further scientific inquiry.

SEC. 1099D. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS FOR NATIONAL SEA GRANT
COLLEGE PROGRAM.

Section 212(a) of the National Sea Grant
College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1131(a)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for fiscal
year 2025’ and inserting ‘‘for each of fiscal
years 2025 through 2031”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“FOR FISCAL YEARS 2021 THROUGH 2025’’; and

(B) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2021 through
2025’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2026 through
2031.

SA 3435. Mrs. CAPITO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. SECOND CHANCE ACT REAUTHORIZA-
TION.

(a) STATE AND LOCAL REENTRY DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECTS.—Section 2976 of title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10631) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(9) treating substance use disorders, in-
cluding by providing peer recovery services,
case management, and access to overdose
education and overdose reversal medica-
tions; and

‘“(10) providing reentry housing services.”’;
and

(2) in subsection (0)(1), by striking ‘2019
through 2023 and inserting ‘2026 through
2030”°.

(b) GRANTS FOR FAMILY-BASED SUBSTANCE
ABUSE TREATMENT.—Section 2926(a) of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10595a(a)) is amended by
striking ‘2019 through 2023 and inserting
¢¢2026 through 2030”’.

(¢) GRANT PROGRAM TO EVALUATE AND IM-
PROVE EDUCATIONAL METHODS AT PRISONS,
JAILS, AND JUVENILE FACILITIES.—Section
1001(a)(28) of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C.
10261(a)(28)) is amended by striking ‘2019,
2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023’ and inserting ‘2026
through 2030°°.

(d) CAREERS TRAINING DEMONSTRATION
GRANTS.—Section 115(f) of the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 60511(f)) is
amended by striking ‘2019, 2020, 2021, 2022,
and 2023 and inserting ‘2026 through 2030.

(e) OFFENDER REENTRY SUBSTANCE ABUSE
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE COLLABORATION PRO-
GRAM.—Section 201(f)(1) of the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 60521(f)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘2019 through 2023’ and
inserting ‘2026 through 2030°°.

(f) COMMUNITY-BASED MENTORING AND
TRANSITIONAL SERVICE GRANTS TO NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS.—Section 211(f) of the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 60531(f)) is
amended by striking ‘2019 through 2023’ and
inserting ‘2026 through 2030°’.

SA 3436. Mrs. CAPITO (for herself,
Mr. BuDD, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. TILLIS, and
Mrs. BLACKBURN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle E of
title XII, insert the following:
SEC. 12 . RESTRICTION ON

UNITED NATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States may
not make any voluntary or assessed con-
tributions to the United Nations for assist-
ance in Afghanistan until the Secretary of
State certifies to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that—

(1) no United States funds are used in cash
shipments by the United Nations into Af-
ghanistan;

(2) no specially designated global terrorist
organization receives funds as a result of
such cash shipments; and

(3) no foreign terrorist organization re-
ceives funds as a result of such cash ship-
ments.

(b) REVOCATION.—If, after making a certifi-
cation pursuant to subsection (a), the Sec-
retary determines that such certification is
inaccurate, the Secretary shall—

(1) revoke such certification; and

(2) provide to the appropriate congres-
sional committees—

FUNDING FOR
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(A) a notification of such revocation; and

(B) a detailed justification for such revoca-
tion.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and

(B) Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives.

(2) FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘foreign terrorist organization’ means
an organization that has been designated as
a foreign terrorist organization by the Sec-
retary of State, pursuant to section 219 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1189).

(3) SPECIALLY DESIGNATED GLOBAL TER-
RORIST ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘specially
designated global terrorist organization”
means an organization that has been des-
ignated as a specially designated global ter-
rorist pursuant to Executive Order 13224 (50
U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to blocking prop-
erty and prohibiting transactions with per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism).

SA 3437. Mr. SHEEHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . JUSTICE FOR UNITED STATES VIC-
TIMS OF STATE SPONSORED TER-
RORISM.

Section 404(d)(4)(D)(iv)(IV) of the Justice
for United States Victims of State Sponsored
Terrorism Act (34 U.S.C.
20144(d)(4)(D)(Iv)(IV)) is amended by striking
item (bb) and inserting the following:

“(bb) REMAINING AMOUNTS.—

‘“(AA) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2026, the Special Master shall authorize pay-
ment to any victim described in clause (i)
equal to the amount that the authorized
lump sum catch-up payment was offset by
amounts received in Peterson v. Islamic Re-
public of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 (S.D.N.Y.).

‘(BB) REMAINING AMOUNTS.—AIll amounts
remaining in the lump sum catch-up pay-
ment reserve fund, including any accrued in-
terest, in excess of the amounts described in
subitem (AA) and subclauses (I) and (II) of
clause (iii), shall be deposited into the Fund
under this section. If the Special Master
transferred the balance of the lump sum
catch-up payment reserve fund before the
date of enactment of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026, the
payments required under subitem (AA) shall
be made from the Fund.”.

SA 3438. Mr. RISCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
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year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. EXCHANGE OR ACQUISITION OF LAND
UNDER THE FEDERAL LAND POLICY
AND MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1976.

Section 701 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 note;
Public Law 94-579) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘““(k) No other provision of law limits or
qualifies any provision of this Act author-
izing an exchange or acquisition of public
lands, including any exchange or acquisition
that occurred before, on, or after the date of
enactment of this Act.”.

SA 3439. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 142. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN REDUC-
TIONS TO INVENTORY OF E-3 AIR-

BORNE WARNING AND CONTROL
SYSTEM AIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2026 for
the Air Force may be obligated or expended
to retire, prepare to retire, or place in stor-
age or in backup aircraft inventory any E-3
aircraft if such actions would reduce the
total aircraft inventory for such aircraft
below 16.

(b) EXCEPTION FOR PLAN.—If the Secretary
of the Air Force submits to the congres-
sional defense committees a plan for main-
taining readiness and ensuring there is no
lapse in mission capabilities, the prohibition
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E-3 aircraft to below 16, begin-
ning 30 days after the date on which the plan
is so submitted.

(c) EXCEPTION FOR E-T7 AIRCRAFT PROCURE-
MENT.—If the Secretary of the Air Force pro-
cures enough E-7 Wedgetail aircraft to ac-
complish the required mission load, the pro-
hibition under subsection (a) shall not apply
to actions taken to reduce the total aircraft
inventory for E-3 aircraft to below 16 after
the date on which such E-7 Wedgetail air-
craft are delivered.

SA 3440. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 142. AIRBORNE WARNING
SYSTEM AIRCRAFT.
(a) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN REDUCTIONS TO
INVENTORY OF E-3 AIRBORNE WARNING AND
CONTROL SYSTEM AIRCRAFT.—
(1) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2026 for
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the Air Force may be obligated or expended
to retire, prepare to retire, or place in stor-
age or in backup aircraft inventory any E-3
aircraft if such actions would reduce the
total aircraft inventory for such aircraft
below 16.

(2) EXCEPTION FOR PLAN.—If the Secretary
of the Air Force submits to the congres-
sional defense committees a plan for main-
taining readiness and ensuring there is no
lapse in mission capabilities, the prohibition
under paragraph (1) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E-3 aircraft to below 16, begin-
ning 30 days after the date on which the plan
is so submitted.

(3) EXCEPTION FOR E-7 AIRCRAFT PROCURE-
MENT.—If the Secretary of the Air Force pro-
cures enough E-7 Wedgetail aircraft to ac-
complish the required mission load, the pro-
hibition under paragraph (1) shall not apply
to actions taken to reduce the total aircraft
inventory for E-3 aircraft to below 16 after
the date on which such E-7 Wedgetail air-
craft are delivered.

(b) E-7 AIRCRAFT PROGRAM.—

(1) LIMITATION.—Funds authorized to be ap-
propriated for the E-7 Wedgetail aircraft pro-
gram by this Act and prior Acts under the
headings ‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Air Force”’
and ‘‘Research, Development, Test and Eval-
uation, Air Force’” shall be obligated and ex-
pended only for the purposes for which such
funds were authorized and appropriated.
Such funds may not be reprogrammed or
transferred for other purposes.

(2) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made
available by this Act or prior Acts may be
obligated or expended to pause, cancel, or
terminate the E-7 Wedgetail aircraft pro-
gram or prepare to pause, cancel, or termi-
nate such program.

SA 3441. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XI, insert
the following:

SEC. . LIMITATION ON APPOINTMENT OF RE-
TIRED MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES TO CERTAIN POSITIONS IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3326 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting
‘“‘certain’’ before ‘‘positions’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘“‘appointed’ and all that follows
through ‘‘Defense’ and inserting ‘‘appointed
to a position in the excepted or competitive
service classified at or above GS-14 of the
General Schedule (or equivalent) in or under
the Department of Defense’’; and

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for the
purpose’ and all that follows through ‘‘Man-
agement’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 33 of
such title is amended by striking the item
relating to section 3326 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item:

¢“3326. Appointments of retired members of
the armed forces to certain po-
sitions in the Department of
Defense.”.
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SA 3442, Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON INCREAS-
ING PORT AND AIRFIELD CAPACITY
OF COUNTRIES IN INDO-PACIFIC RE-
GION.

It is the sense of Congress that, as the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China continues to grow in
influence through infrastructure (specifi-
cally infrastructure that can easily be shift-
ed from economic to military uses), the
United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation should prioritize pro-
viding alternative financing opportunities
that increase port and air field capacity of
countries throughout the Indo-Pacific region
that—

(1) are targets of the predatory infrastruc-
ture development scheme of the People’s Re-
public of China; and

(2) are eligible for support provided by the
Corporation under title II of the Better Utili-
zation of Investments Leading to Develop-
ment Act of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 9621 et seq.).

SA 3443. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1248. CHINESE DEBT STUDY.

(a) REPORTS.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of State,
working through the Under Secretary of
State for Economic Affairs, shall direct each
United States embassy to prepare a report
outlining Chinese equity and assets within
their respective countries of operation.

(b) CONTENTS.—Each report prepared pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include, with re-
spect to the indebted country—

(1) an assessment of the country’s overall
debt obligations to the People’s Republic of
China;

(2) a list of known infrastructure projects
that are financed from capital provided by—

(A) the banking system of the People’s Re-
public of China, including—

(i) policy banks, including—

(I) the China Development Bank;

(IT) the Export-Import Bank of China; and

(ITI) the Agricultural Development Bank of
China;

(ii) commercial banks owned by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China,
including—

(I) the Bank of China;

(IT) the Industrial and Commercial Bank of
China;

(III) the Agricultural Bank of China;

(IV) the China Construction Bank; and

(V) the Bank of Communications Limited;

(iii) sovereign wealth funds, including—

(I) China Investment Corporation;
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(IT) China Life Insurance Company;

(IIT) China National Social Security Fund;
and

(IV) the Silk Road Fund;

(iv) urban commercial banks; and

(v) rural financial institutions;

(B) international financing institutions,
including—

(i) the World Bank Group;

(ii) the Asian Development Bank;

(iii) the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank; and

(iv) the New Development Bank; and

(C) any other financial institution or enti-
ty the Secretary of State considers appro-
priate;

(3) an assessment of which known infra-
structure projects included in the list de-
scribed in paragraph (2) are projects under
the Belt and Road Initiative;

(4) any domestic vulnerabilities that the
debts referred to in paragraph (1) could exac-
erbate in such country;

(5) a list of collateral for debts incurred by
Belt and Road Initiative projects described
in paragraph (3); and

(6) a list of known assets in the country
that are owned by entities controlled by the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China, including telecommunications and
critical infrastructure.

(¢) SUBMISSION; COMPILATION.—

(1) STAFFING.—Each diplomatic post shall
designate at least 1 employee—

(A) to monitor the investments of the enti-
ties referred to in subsection (b)(2); and

(B) to compile the reports required under
subsection (a).

(2) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 120 days
after receiving each directive described in
subsection (a), the ambassador or chargé
d’affaires of each embassy shall submit a re-
port containing the information described in
subsection (b) to the Under Secretary of
State for Economic Growth.

(3) COMPILATION.—The Under Secretary of
State for Economic Growth shall annually
compile the information contained in the re-
ports submitted pursuant to paragraph (2) to
create a centralized database of information
about Chinese capital investments in the de-
veloping world.

(d) NOTIFICATIONS; ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) NOTIFICATIONS.—After the submission of
the initial reports pursuant to subsection
(c)(2), the Under Secretary of State for Eco-
nomic Growth require that the employees
designated under subsection (c)(1), under the
supervision of the ambassador or chargé d’af-
faires of the diplomatic post to which they
are assigned, to notify the Under Secretary
not later than 30 days after the date on
which the employee discovers that an entity
referred to in subsection (b)(2) has made a
new investment in an infrastructure project
in the country in which such diplomatic post
is located.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—The ambassador or
chargé d’affaires of each embassy shall sub-
mit a holistic annual report to the Under
Secretary of State for Economic Growth
that contains information about all invest-
ments in infrastructure projects made in the
country in which such embassy is located by
any entity referred to in subsection (b)(2)
during the 1l-year period immediately pre-
ceding such submission.

(e) USE OF INFORMATION.—The Under Sec-
retary of State for Economic Growth, in con-
sultation with the Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs, shall utilize the infor-
mation in the database compiled pursuant to
subsection (¢)(3) to provide guidance to the
leadership and staff of relevant embassies to
counter the influence of the People’s Repub-
lic of China in the indebted countries.
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SA 3444. Mr. TUBERVILLE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . REVEAL DOD ACT OF 2025.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Reporting Exemptions and Vet-
ting Excessive Access Limitations Act in the
Department of Defense of 2025° or the “RE-
VEAL DOD Act of 2025,

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) United States Senate Committee on
Armed Services; and

(B) House Armed Services Committee.

(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’
means the Department of Defense as that
term is defined in section 308(b) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3075).

(3) NEED-TO-KNOW  WAIVER.—The term
“need-to-know waiver’” means the waiver of
the requirement described in section 4.1(a)(3)
of Executive Order 13526 (75 Fed. Reg. 707; re-
lating to classified national security infor-
mation) pursuant to section 4.4(a) of that Ex-
ecutive Order.

(4) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL STAFF.—The
term ‘‘relevant congressional staff’”” means
any appropriately cleared permanent con-
gressional staff as defined by the Clerk of the
House of Representatives and the Secretary
of the Senate.

(¢) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Inspector General of the Department of
Defense shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on need-to-
know waivers active at elements of the intel-
ligence community as of January 19, 2025.

(B) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall include—

(i) an identification of each need-to-know
waiver active as of January 19, 2025; and

(ii) for each need-to-know waiver identified
under clause (i)—

(I) the date of the need-to-know waiver;

(IT) the name of the recipient of such need-
to-know waiver;

(IIT) the name of the individual who issued
such need-to-know waiver; and

(IV) the reason for the need-to-know waiv-
er.
(C) ForM.—The report required by subpara-
graph (A) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September
30, 2026, and each fiscal year thereafter for
five years, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Defense shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
on need-to-know waivers active at elements
of the intelligence community as of the date
of the report and issued during the relevant
fiscal year.

(B) CONTENTS.—Each report required by
subparagraph (A) shall include—

(i) an identification of each need-to-know
waiver issued during the relevant fiscal year
for such report; and

(ii) for each need-to-know waiver identified
under clause (i)—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(D) the date of the need-to-know waiver;

(IT) the name of the recipient of the need-
to-know waiver;

(ITI) the name of the individual who issued
such need-to-know waiver; and

(IV) the reason for the need-to-know waiv-
er.

(C) ForM.—Each report required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form but may include a classified annex.

(D) TRANSMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days after submitting a report to the
appropriate congressional committees under
subparagraph (A), the Director of National
Intelligence shall transmit such report to
Congress and all relevant congressional staff.

SA 3445. Mr. TUBERVILLE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . REVEAL ACT OF 2025.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Reporting Exemptions and Vet-
ting Excessive Access Limitations Act of
2025’ or the “REVEAL Act of 2025.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate; and

(B) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives.

(2) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
‘“‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning
given the term in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(3) NEED-TO-KNOW  WAIVER.—The term
‘“‘need-to-know waiver”” means the waiver of
the requirement described in section 4.1(a)(3)
of Executive Order 13526 (75 Fed. Reg. 707; re-
lating to classified national security infor-
mation) pursuant to section 4.4(a) of that Ex-
ecutive Order.

(4) ) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL STAFF.—The
term ‘‘relevant congressional staff’’ means
any appropriately cleared permanent con-
gressional staff as defined by the Clerk of the
House of Representatives and the Secretary
of the Senate.

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on need-to-know waiv-
ers active at elements of the intelligence
community as of January 19, 2025.

(B) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall include—

(i) an identification of each need-to-know
waiver active as of January 19, 2025; and

(ii) for each need-to-know waiver identified
under clause (i)—

(D) the date of the need-to-know waiver;

(IT) the name of the recipient of such need-
to-know waiver;

(ITI) the name of the individual who issued
such need-to-know waiver; and

(IV) the reason for the need-to-know waiv-
er.
(C) ForM.—The report required by subpara-
graph (A) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may include a classified annex.
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(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September
30, 2026, and each fiscal year thereafter for
five years, the Director of National Intel-
ligence shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on need-to-
know waivers active at elements of the intel-
ligence community as of the date of the re-
port and issued during the relevant fiscal
year.

(B) CONTENTS.—Each report required by
subparagraph (A) shall include—

(i) an identification of each need-to-know
waiver issued during the relevant fiscal year
for such report; and

(ii) for each need-to-know waiver identified
under clause (i)—

(I) the date of the need-to-know waiver;

(IT) the name of the recipient of the need-
to-know waiver;

(IIT) the name of the individual who issued
such need-to-know waiver; and

(IV) the reason for the need-to-know waiv-
er.

(C) ForM.—Each report required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form but may include a classified annex.

(D) TRANSMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days after submitting a report to the
appropriate congressional committees under
subparagraph (A), the Director of National
Intelligence shall transmit such report to
Congress and all relevant congressional staff.

SA 3446. Mr. SHEEHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title VI, add the
following:

SEC. 605. STANDARDIZATION OF RETIRED OR RE-
TAINER PAY INCREASE FOR EN-
LISTED MEMBERS CREDITED WITH
EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM.

(a) ARMY PERSONNEL.—Section 7361(a)(2) of
title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or 7317’ after ‘‘section
7314”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘(but to’” and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘this title))”.

(b) AIR FORCE PERSONNEL.—Section
9361(a)(2) of such title is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or 9317 after ‘‘section
9314”’; and

(2) by striking ‘““(but to” and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘this title))”.

(¢) NAVY AND MARINE CORPS PERSONNEL.—
Section 8326 of such title is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

“(d)(1) If the member has been credited by
the Secretary of the Navy with extraor-
dinary heroism in the line duty, the mem-
ber’s retired pay shall be increased by 10 per-
cent.

‘“(2) The Secretary’s determination as to
extraordinary heroism is conclusive for all
purposes.”’.

(d) RESERVE COMPONENT PERSONNEL.—Sec-
tion 12739 of such title is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘of the
amount determined under subsection (a)’;
and

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘in the
case of a person who retires before January
1, 2021,” after ‘“‘Except as provided in para-
graph (2),”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘but be-
fore December 27, 2021,” after ‘‘December 31,
2006,’.
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(e) COMPUTATION OF RETIRED PAY.—

(1) MEMBERS WHO JOINED BEFORE SEP-
TEMBER 8, 1980.—Section 1402(f) of such title is
amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or 9314
and inserting ‘¢, 7317, 9314, or 9317"’;

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2).

(2) MEMBERS WHO JOINED AFTER SEPTEMBER
7, 1980.—Section 1402a(f) of such title is
amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or 9314
and inserting ‘¢, 7317, 9314, or 9317"’;

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2).

(f) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to
any member who retires on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SA 3447. Mr. MURPHY (for himself
and Mr. KELLY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3411 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In section 412 of division A, before the pe-
riod at the end, insert the following: ‘‘Pro-
vided, That, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall publish quarterly on a publicly
available website of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs a report on the number of vet-
erans who would have been reported to the
national instant criminal background check
system established under section 103 of the
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act (34
U.S.C. 40901) if such reporting by the Sec-
retary was permitted but for this section,
and of those veterans, the number of suicides
by firearm that occurred in the previous
quarter’’.

SA 3448. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
MARKEY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
SLOTKIN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. WELCH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KiMm, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
KeLLY, Mr. REED, and Mr. GALLEGO)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2026 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 586. LIMITED AUTHORITY TO USE THE
ARMED FORCES TO SUPPRESS IN-
SURRECTION OR REBELLION AND
QUELL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

(a) STATEMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHOR-
ITY.—This section represents an exercise of
Congress’s authorities under—

(1) clauses 14, 15, 16, and 18 of section 8 of
article I of the Constitution of the United
States;

(2) section 4 of article IV of the Constitu-
tion of the United States; and
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(3) section 5 of the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO INSURRECTION PROVI-
SIONS IN TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE.—
Chapter 13 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking sections 251 through 255
and inserting the following new sections:
“§251. Statement of policy

“It is the policy of the United States that
domestic deployment of the armed forces for
the purposes set forth in this chapter should
be a last resort and should be ordered only if
State and local authorities in the State con-
cerned are unable or otherwise fail to sup-
press the insurrection or rebellion, quell the
domestic violence, or enforce the laws that
are being obstructed, and Federal civilian
law enforcement authorities are unable to do
S0.

“§252. Triggering circumstances

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The authorities granted
to the President by section 253 may be exer-
cised only if—

‘(1) there is an insurrection or rebellion in
a State—

‘“(A) against the State or local govern-
ment, in such numbers, or with such force or
capacity, as to overwhelm State or local au-
thorities, and the chief executive of the
State requests assistance under this chapter;
or

‘“(B) against the Government of the United
States, in such numbers, or with such force
or capacity, as to overwhelm State or local
authorities;

‘“(2) there is domestic violence in a State
that is sufficiently widespread or severe as
to overwhelm State or local authorities, and
the chief executive of the State, or super ma-
jority of the State legislature, requests as-
sistance under this chapter; or

““(3) there is, within a State—

““(A) obstruction of the execution of State
or Federal law that has the effect of depriv-
ing any party or class of the people of that
State of a right, privilege, immunity, or pro-
tection named in the Constitution and se-
cured by law, and State or local authorities
or Federal civilian law enforcement per-
sonnel are unable, fail, or refuse to protect
that right, privilege, or immunity, or to give
that protection;

‘“(B) obstruction of the execution of Fed-
eral law by private actors where such ob-
struction creates an immediate threat to
public safety and the use of State or local
authorities and Federal civilian law enforce-
ment personnel is insufficient to ensure exe-
cution of the law and—

‘(1) the private actors are in such numbers,
or with such force or capacity, as to over-
whelm State or local authorities and Federal
civilian law enforcement personnel; or

“‘(ii) State or local authorities and Federal
civilian law enforcement personnel other-
wise fail to address the obstruction; or

“(C) obstruction of the execution of Fed-
eral law by the State or its agents, where the
use of Federal civilian law enforcement per-
sonnel is insufficient to ensure execution of
the law.

“(b) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—(1) Sub-
section (a)(3)(A) shall be construed to encom-
pass the obstruction of any provision of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et
seq.) or section 2004 of the Revised Statutes
(62 U.S.C. 10101) regarding protection of the
right to vote. Any deployment of the armed
forces in such circumstances shall be subject
to section 2003 of the Revised Statutes (52
U.S.C. 10102), sections 592 and 593 of title 18,
and any other applicable statutory limita-
tions designed to protect the right to vote.

“(2) In any situation covered by subsection
(a)(3)(A), the State shall be considered to
have denied the equal protection of the laws
secured by the Constitution.

S5231

“§ 253. Authority of the President

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b)
and sections 254 through 257, the President
may, if the conditions specified in section 252
are met, order to active duty any reserve
component forces and use the armed forces
to suppress the insurrection or rebellion,
quell the domestic violence, or enforce the
laws that are being obstructed.

“‘(b) LIMITATIONS.—(1) During any deploy-
ment of the armed forces under subsection
(a), the armed forces shall remain subordi-
nate to the chain of command prescribed in
section 162(b) of this title.

‘(2) Any part of the armed forces employed
to suppress an insurrection or rebellion,
quell domestic violence, or enforce the law
under the authorities granted by subsection
(a) must operate under the Standing Rules
for the Use of Force.

‘“(3) Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued to authorize—

“‘(A) suspension of the writ of habeas cor-
pus; or

‘(B) any action that violates Federal law
or, where consistent with Federal law, State
law.

‘(c) STANDING RULES FOR THE USE OF
FORCE.—In this section, the term ‘Standing
Rules for the Use of Force’ means Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Instruction
(CJCSI) 3121.01B, dated June 13, 2005, and en-
titled, ‘Standing Rules of Engagement/
Standing Rules for the Use of Force for U.S.
Forces’, or any successor instruction.

“§254. Consultation with Congress; proclama-
tion to disperse; reporting requirement; ef-
fective periods of authorities
‘‘(a) CONSULTATION.—The President shall,

to the maximum extent practicable, consult

with Congress before exercising the authori-

ties granted under section 253.

‘“(b) PROCLAMATION.—Before exercising the
authorities granted by section 253, the Presi-
dent shall, by proclamation immediately
transmitted to Congress and the Federal
Register—

‘(1) specify which paragraph and, where
applicable, subparagraph and clause, of sec-
tion 252(a) provides the basis for such exer-
cise of authority; and

‘“(2) order the lawbreakers to disperse
peaceably within a reasonable, limited time
period.

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Contemporaneously with the
proclamation required under subsection (b),
the President shall submit to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives a written re-
port setting forth the following:

‘(1) The circumstances necessitating the
exercise of the authorities granted to the
President by section 253.

‘“(2) Where applicable, a certification by
the Attorney General of the United States
that the chief executive of the State in ques-
tion has requested assistance under this
chapter or that State authorities are unable
or have otherwise failed to address the cir-
cumstances necessitating exercise of the
President’s authorities under section 253.

‘“(8) Certification by the Attorney General
of the United States that options other than
the use of the armed forces have been ex-
hausted, or that those options would likely
be insufficient to resolve the situation and
that delay would likely cause significant
harm.

‘“(4) A description of the size, mission,
scope, and expected duration of the use of
the armed forces, with a certification by the
relevant Service Secretary or Secretaries
that, in their best military advice and opin-
ion, the armed forces to be called for duty
are trained, equipped, and able to complete
the assigned mission.
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“§255. Congressional approval

‘“(a) TEMPORARY EFFECTIVE PERIODS.—(1)
Any authority made available under section
2563 shall terminate 7 days after the President
makes the proclamation required under sec-
tion 254(b) unless—

‘“(A) there is enacted into law a joint reso-
lution of approval under subsection (b) with
respect to the proclamation; or

‘(B) there is a material and significant
change in factual circumstances that are set
forth in a new proclamation and report to
Congress as provided in subsections (b) and
(c) of section 254.

‘“(2) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A)
and (B) of paragraph (1), no authority may be
exercised after the 7-day period described in
such paragraph if the exercise of authority
has been enjoined by a court of competent
jurisdiction.

‘“(3) If Congress is physically unable to
convene as a result of an insurrection, rebel-
lion, domestic violence, or obstruction of law
described in a proclamation issued pursuant
to section 254(b), the 7-day period described
in paragraph (1) shall begin on the first day
Congress convenes for the first time after
the insurrection, rebellion, domestic vio-
lence, or obstruction of law.

“(b) EFFECT OF A JOINT RESOLUTION OF AP-
PROVAL.—If there is enacted into law a joint
resolution of approval as defined in sub-
section (d), then any authority made avail-
able under this chapter may be exercised
with respect to the insurrection, rebellion,
or domestic violence described in the procla-
mation that is the subject of such resolution
for 14 days from the date of the enactment of
such resolution, except that such exercise of
authority must terminate if enjoined by a
court of competent jurisdiction on the
ground that it violates the terms of this
chapter, the Constitution of the United
States, or other applicable Federal law.

‘‘(c) RENEWAL OF JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF AP-
PROVAL.—AnN exercise of authority subject to
a joint resolution of approval may not be ex-
ercised for longer than 14 days, unless—

‘(1) there is enacted into law another joint
resolution of approval renewing the Presi-
dent’s authority pursuant to section 253; or

‘(2) there has been a material and signifi-
cant change in factual circumstances that
are set forth in a new proclamation and re-
port to Congress as provided in subsections
(b) and (c) of section 254.

‘‘(d) JOINT RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘joint reso-
lution of approval’ means a joint resolution
that contains only the following provisions
after its resolving clause:

‘(1) A provision approving the exercise of
authority specified by the President in a
proclamation made under subsection (b) of
section 254.

“(2) A statement that the exercise of au-
thority may continue for a period of 14 days
unless enjoined by a court of competent ju-
risdiction on the ground that it violates the
terms of this chapter, the Constitution of
the United States, or other applicable Fed-
eral or State law.

‘“(e) PROCEDURES FOR CONSIDERATION OF
JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF APPROVAL.—

‘(1) INTRODUCTION.—A joint resolution of
approval may be introduced in either House
of Congress by any member of that House at
any time that authority under section 253 is
in effect pursuant to a proclamation made
under section 254(b) or a joint resolution of
approval enacted into law pursuant to sub-
section (b).

‘(2) REQUESTS TO CONVENE CONGRESS DUR-
ING RECESSES.—If, when the President trans-
mits to Congress a proclamation under sec-
tion 254(b) or at any time that authority
under section 253 is in effect as described in
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paragraph (1), Congress has adjourned sine
die or has adjourned for any period in excess
of 3 calendar days, the majority leader of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, or their respective designees,
acting jointly after consultation with and
with the concurrence of the minority leader
of the Senate and the minority leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble at
such place and time as they may designate
if, in their opinion, the public interest shall
warrant it.

‘“(3) COMMITTEE REFERRAL.—A joint resolu-
tion of approval shall be referred in each
House of Congress to the committee or com-
mittees having jurisdiction over the emer-
gency authorities invoked by the proclama-
tion under section 254(b) that are the subject
of the joint resolution.

¢‘(4) CONSIDERATION IN SENATE.—In the Sen-
ate, the following shall apply:

““(A) REPORTING AND DISCHARGE.—If the
committee to which a joint resolution of ap-
proval has been referred has not reported it
at the end of 3 calendar days after its intro-
duction, that committee shall be automati-
cally discharged from further consideration
of the resolution and it shall be placed on
the calendar.

“(B) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.—Not-
withstanding Rule XXII of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, when the committee to
which a joint resolution of approval is re-
ferred has reported the resolution, or when
that committee is discharged under subpara-
graph (A) from further consideration of the
resolution, it is at any time thereafter in
order (even though a previous motion to the
same effect has been disagreed to) for a mo-
tion to proceed to the consideration of the
joint resolution, and all points of order
against the joint resolution (and against
consideration of the joint resolution) are
waived. The motion to proceed is subject to
4 hours of debate divided evenly between
those favoring and those opposing the joint
resolution of approval. The motion is not
subject to amendment, or to a motion to
postpone, or to a motion to proceed to the
consideration of other business.

““(C) FLOOR CONSIDERATION.—A joint resolu-
tion of approval shall be subject to 10 hours
of consideration, to be divided evenly be-
tween those favoring and those opposing the
joint resolution of approval.

‘(D) AMENDMENTS.—No amendments shall
be in order with respect to a joint resolution
of approval.

‘‘(E) MOTION TO RECONSIDER FINAL VOTE.—A
motion to reconsider a vote on passage of a
joint resolution of approval shall not be in
order.

‘(F) APPEALS.—Points of order, including
questions of relevancy, and appeals from the
decision of the Presiding Officer, shall be de-
cided without debate.

¢‘(5) CONSIDERATION IN HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES.—In the House of Representatives,
the following shall apply:

“(A) REPORTING AND DISCHARGE.—If any
committee to which a joint resolution of ap-
proval has been referred has not reported it
to the House within 3 calendar days after the
date of referral, such committee shall be dis-
charged from further consideration of the
joint resolution.

¢‘(B) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the third
legislative day after each committee to
which a joint resolution of approval has been
referred reports it to the House or has been
discharged from further consideration of the
joint resolution, and except as provided in
clause (ii), it shall be in order to move to
proceed to consider the joint resolution in
the House. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the motion to its
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adoption without intervening motion. The
motion shall not be debatable. A motion to
reconsider the vote by which the motion is
disposed of shall not be in order.

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENT MOTIONS TO PROCEED TO
JOINT RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL.—A motion
to proceed to consider a joint resolution of
approval shall not be in order after the
House has disposed of another motion to pro-
ceed on that resolution.

‘(C) FLOOR CONSIDERATION.—Upon adoption
of the motion to proceed in accordance with
subparagraph (B)(i), the joint resolution of
approval shall be considered as read. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the joint resolution to final passage
without intervening motion except 2 hours of
debate, equally divided and controlled by the
sponsor of the joint resolution (or a des-
ignee) and an opponent. A motion to recon-
sider the vote on passage of the joint resolu-
tion shall not be in order.

‘(D) AMENDMENTS.—No amendments shall
be in order with respect to a joint resolution
of approval.

‘(6) RECEIPT OF RESOLUTION FROM OTHER
HOUSE.—If, before passing a joint resolution
of approval, one House receives a joint reso-
lution of approval from the other House,
then—

‘““(A) the joint resolution of the other
House shall not be referred to a committee
and shall be deemed to have been discharged
from committee on the day it is received;
and

‘‘(B) the procedures set forth in paragraphs
(4) and (5), as applicable, shall apply in the
receiving House to the joint resolution re-
ceived from the other House to the same ex-
tent as such procedures apply to a joint reso-
lution of the receiving House.

“(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The enact-
ment of a joint resolution of approval under
this section shall not be interpreted to serve
as a grant or modification by Congress of
statutory authority of the President.

‘(g) RULES OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE.—
This section is enacted by Congress—

‘(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, respectively, and as such is deemed a
part of the rules of each House, respectively,
but applicable only with respect to the pro-
cedure to be followed in the House in the
case of joint resolutions described in this
section, and supersedes other rules only to
the extent that it is inconsistent with such
other rules; and

‘(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the
rules (so far as relating to the procedure of
that House) at any time, in the same man-
ner, and to the same extent as in the case of
any other rule of that House.

“§256. Termination of authority

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Any exercise of author-
ity specified by the President in a proclama-
tion made under subsection (b) of section 254
shall terminate on the earliest of—

‘(1) the date provided for in section 255(a);

“(2) the date provided for in section 255(b);

““(3) the date specified in an Act of Con-
gress terminating the authority;

‘“(4) the date specified in a proclamation of
the President terminating the emergency; or

¢“(5) the date of a revocation of a request
for assistance under this chapter by the chief
executive of the State in question.

*“(b) EFFECT OF TERMINATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of
the termination of authority under sub-
section (a)—

““(A) except as provided by paragraph (2),
any powers or authorities exercised by rea-
son of the authority shall cease to be exer-
cised;
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‘(B) any amounts reprogrammed or trans-
ferred under any provision of law with re-
spect to the exercise of authority that re-
main unobligated on that date shall be re-
turned and made available for the purpose
for which such amounts were appropriated;
and

‘(C) any contracts entered into under any
provision of law relating to the execution of
authority shall be terminated.

‘(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—The termination
of an exercise of authority under this chap-
ter shall not affect—

““(A) any legal action taken or pending
legal proceeding not finally concluded or de-
termined on the date of the termination
under subsection (a);

‘“(B) any legal action or legal proceeding
based on any act committed prior to that
date; or

‘(C) any rights or duties that matured or
penalties that were incurred prior to that
date.

“§ 257. Judicial review
‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding, and

without prejudice to, any other provision of
law, any individual or entity (including a
State or local government) that is injured
by, or has a credible fear of injury from, the
use of members of the armed forces under
this chapter may bring a civil action for de-
claratory or injunctive relief. In any action
under this section, the district court shall
have jurisdiction to decide any question of
law or fact arising under this chapter, in-
cluding challenges to the legal basis for
members of the armed forces to be acting
under this chapter.

‘“(b) STANDARD OF REVIEW.—A determina-
tion that the conditions specified in section
252 are met shall be upheld if supported by
substantial evidence.

‘‘(c) EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION.—It shall be
the duty of the applicable district court of
the United States and the Supreme Court of
the United States to advance on the docket
and to expedite to the greatest possible ex-
tent the disposition of any matter brought
under this section.

“(d) APPEALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Supreme Court of
the United States shall have jurisdiction of
an appeal from a final decision of a district
court of the United States in a civil action
brought under this section.

‘(2) FILING DEADLINE.—A party shall file an
appeal under paragraph (1) not later than 30
days after the court issues a final decision
under subsection (a).

“§258. State defined
“For purposes of this chapter, the term

‘State’ includes the Commonwealth of Puer-

to Rico, the District of Columbia, Guam, and

the Virgin Islands.

“§259. Limitation on use of National Guard
members performing training or other duty
for certain purposes
“A member of the National Guard per-

forming training or other duty under section

502(a) or (f) of title 32 may not be used to

suppress a domestic insurrection or rebel-

lion, quell domestic violence, or enforce the
law.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) USE OF STATE DEFENSE FORCES.—Section
109(c) of title 32, United States Code, is
amended by inserting ‘¢, except as provided
by section 2563 of title 10 after ‘‘armed
forces”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 13 of title
10, United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“Sec.

¢251. Statement of policy.

¢‘252. Triggering circumstances.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

¢2563. Authority of the President.

¢“254. Consultation with Congress; proclama-
tion to disperse; reporting re-
quirement; effective periods of
authorities.

¢‘2565. Congressional approval.

€‘256. Termination.

¢257. Judicial review.

¢‘258. State defined.

¢259. Limitation on use of National Guard
members performing training
or other duty for certain pur-
poses.”.

SA 3449. Mr. McCORMICK submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1248. ADVOCACY FOR INCREASED EX-
CHANGE RATE TRANSPARENCY
FROM THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Under Article IV of the Articles of
Agreement of the International Monetary
Fund, the People’s Republic of China has
committed to orderly exchange rate arrange-
ments, the avoidance of exchange rate ma-
nipulation, and cooperation with the Fund to
ensure ‘‘firm surveillance” of the exchange
rate policies of the People’s Republic of
China. Pursuant to Article VIII of the Arti-
cles of Agreement of the Fund, the Fund
may require the People’s Republic of China
to furnish data on gold and foreign exchange
holdings, including assets held by non-offi-
cial agencies of the People’s Republic of
China.

(2) In its November 2022 report, entitled
‘“‘Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Poli-
cies of Major Trading Partners of the United
States’, the Department of the Treasury
concluded, ‘‘China provides very Ilimited
transparency regarding key features of its
exchange rate mechanism, including the pol-
icy objectives of its exchange rate manage-
ment regime and its activities in the off-
shore [renminbi] market.””. The Department
continued: ‘‘China’s lack of transparency and
use of a wide array of tools complicate
Treasury’s ability to assess the degree to
which official actions are designed to impact
the exchange rate.”.

(3) In that report, the Department further
noted, ‘“‘China’s failure to publish foreign ex-
change intervention and broader lack of
transparency around key features of its ex-
change rate mechanism make it an outlier
among major economies and warrants Treas-
ury’s close monitoring.”’.

(b) ADVOCACY FOR INCREASED EXCHANGE
RATE TRANSPARENCY FROM THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall instruct the United States
Executive Director at the International
Monetary Fund to use the voice and vote of
the United States to advocate for—

(1) increased transparency from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and enhanced multi-
lateral and bilateral surveillance by the
Fund, with respect to the exchange rate ar-
rangements of the People’s Republic of
China, including any indirect foreign ex-
change market intervention through Chinese
financial institutions or state-owned enter-
prises;
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(2) in connection with consultations with
the People’s Republic of China under Article
IV of the Articles of Agreement of the Fund,
the inclusion of any significant divergences
by the People’s Republic of China from the
exchange rate policies of other issuers of cur-
rencies used in determining the value of Spe-
cial Drawing Rights; and

(3) during governance reviews of the Fund,
stronger consideration by members and man-
agement of the Fund of the performance of
the People’s Republic of China as a respon-
sible stakeholder in the international mone-
tary system when evaluating quota and vot-
ing shares at the Fund.

(c) SUNSET.—The requirement under sub-
section (b) shall terminate on the date that
is 30 days after the earlier of—

(1) the date on which the United States
Governor of the International Monetary
Fund reports to Congress that the People’s
Republic of China—

(A) is in substantial compliance with obli-
gations of the People’s Republic of China
under the Articles of Agreement of the Fund
regarding orderly exchange rate arrange-
ments; and

(B) has undertaken exchange rate policies
and practices consistent with those of other
issuers of currencies used in determining the
value of Special Drawing Rights; or

(2) the date that is 7 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SA 3450. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. 724. MILITARY-CIVILIAN MEDICAL SURGE
PROGRAM.

Section 1096 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by adding at the
end the following ‘‘; medical surge program’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(e) MEDICAL SURGE PROGRAM.—(1) The
Secretary of Defense shall carry out a pro-
gram of record known as the Military-Civil-
ian Medical Surge Program to—

“‘(A) support locations that the Secretary
selects under paragraph (3)(B); and

‘‘(B) enhance the interoperability and med-
ical surge capability and capacity of the Na-
tional Disaster Medical System in response
to a declaration or other action described in
subparagraphs (A) through (E) of paragraph

4.

‘“(2)(A) The Secretary, acting through the
National Center for Disaster Medicine and
Public Health at the Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences (or such
successor center), shall oversee the oper-
ation, staffing, and deployment of the Pro-
gram.

“(B) In carrying out the Program, the Sec-
retary shall maintain requirements for staff-
ing, specialized training, research, and edu-
cation regarding patient regulation, move-
ment, definitive care, and other matters the
Secretary determines critical to sustaining
the health of members of the armed forces.

“(3)(A) In carrying out the Program, the
Secretary shall establish partnerships at lo-
cations selected under subparagraph (B) with
public, private, and nonprofit health care or-
ganizations, health care institutions, health
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care entities, academic medical centers of
institutions of higher education, and hos-
pitals that the Secretary determines—

‘(i) are critical in mobilizing a civilian
medical response in support of a wartime
contingency or other catastrophic event in
the United States; and

‘“(ii) have demonstrated technical pro-
ficiency in critical national security do-
mains, including high-consequence infec-
tious disease and special pathogen prepared-
ness, and matters relating to defense, con-
tainment, management, care, and transpor-
tation.

“(B)(1) The Secretary shall select not fewer
than eight locations that are operationally
relevant to the missions of the Department
of Defense under the National Disaster Med-
ical System and are aeromedical or other
transport hubs or logistics centers in the
United States for partnerships under sub-
paragraph (A).

‘(i) The Secretary may select more than
eight locations under clause (i), including lo-
cations outside of the continental United
States, if the Secretary determines such ad-
ditional locations cover areas of strategic
and operational relevance to the Department
of Defense.

‘“(4) The Secretary shall ensure that the
partnerships under paragraph (3)(A) allow for
civilian medical personnel to quickly and ef-
fectively mobilize direct support to military
medical treatment facilities and provide sup-
port to other requirements of the military
health system pursuant to the following:

‘“(A) A declaration of a national emergency
under the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1621 et seq.).

‘“(B) A public health emergency declared
under section 319 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 247d).

‘(C) A declaration of war by Congress.

‘(D) The exercise for the President of exec-
utive powers under the War Powers Resolu-
tion (60 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.).

“(E) Any other emergency or major dis-
aster as declared by the President.

““(5)(A) Not later than July 1, 2026, and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the status, readiness, and oper-
ational capabilities of the Program.

‘“(B) Each report required under subpara-
graph (A) shall include an assessment of per-
sonnel readiness, resource availability,
interagency coordination efforts, and rec-
ommendations for continued improvements
to the Program.

‘(6) In this subsection:

‘““(A) The term ‘institution of higher edu-
cation’ means a four-year institution of
higher education (as defined in section 101(a)
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a))).

‘“(B) The term ‘National Disaster Medical
System’ means the system established under
section 2812 of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 300hh-11).

‘(C) The term ‘Program’ means the Mili-
tary-Civilian Medical Surge Program estab-
lished under paragraph (1).”.

SA 3451. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:
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At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . ARBITRATION OF DISPUTES INVOLV-
ING THE RIGHTS OF
SERVICEMEMBERS AND VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 9, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“CHAPTER 5—ARBITRATION OF SERVICE-

MEMBER AND VETERAN DISPUTES

“Sec.

©501. Definitions.

©“502. No validity or enforceability.

“§501. Definitions

“In this chapter:

‘(1 PREDISPUTE ARBITRATION AGREE-
MENT.—The term ‘predispute arbitration
agreement’ means an agreement to arbitrate
a dispute that has not yet arisen at the time
of the making of the agreement.

‘(2) PREDISPUTE JOINT-ACTION WAIVER.—
The term ‘predispute joint-action waiver’
means an agreement, whether or not part of
a predispute arbitration agreement, that
would prohibit, or waive the right of, one of
the parties to the agreement to participate
in a joint, class, or collective action in a ju-
dicial, arbitral, administrative, or other
forum, concerning a dispute that has not yet
arisen at the time of the making of the
agreement.

“§502. No validity or enforceability

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this title, no predispute
arbitration agreement or predispute joint-
action waiver shall be valid or enforceable
with respect to a dispute relating to disputes
arising under chapter 43 of title 38.

“(b) APPLICABILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An issue as to whether
this chapter applies with respect to a dispute
shall be determined under Federal law. The
applicability of this chapter to an agreement
to arbitrate and the validity and enforce-
ability of an agreement to which this chap-
ter applies shall be determined by a court,
rather than an arbitrator, irrespective of
whether the party resisting arbitration chal-
lenges the arbitration agreement specifically
or in conjunction with other terms of the
contract containing such agreement, and ir-
respective of whether the agreement pur-
ports to delegate such determinations to an
arbitrator.

¢“(2) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS.—
Nothing in this chapter shall apply to any
arbitration provision in a contract between
an employer and a labor organization or be-
tween labor organizations, except that no
such arbitration provision shall have the ef-
fect of waiving the right of a worker to seek
judicial enforcement of a right arising under
a provision of the Constitution of the United
States, a State constitution, or a Federal or
State statute, or public policy arising there-
from.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Title 9, United States
Code, is amended—

(A) in section 1 by striking ‘‘of seamen,”’
and all that follows through ‘‘interstate
commerce’” and inserting ‘‘persons and
causes of action under chapter 43 of title 38”’;

(B) in section 2, by inserting ‘‘or 5 before
the period at the end;

(C) in section 208, in the second sentence,
by inserting ‘‘or 5’ before the period at the
end; and

(D) in section 307, in the second sentence,
by inserting ‘‘or 5’ before the period at the
end.

(2) TABLE OF CHAPTERS.—The table of chap-
ters of title 9, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“5. Arbitration of servicemember and

veteran disputes
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(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section, and the
amendments made by this section, shall
apply with respect to any dispute or claim
that arises or accrues on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SA 3452. Mr. CORNYN (for himself,
Mr. CoONS, Mr. CASsSIDY, and Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1248. CONDITIONAL TERMINATION OF THE
UNITED STATES-PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA INCOME TAX CONVEN-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall provide written notice to the
People’s Republic of China through diplo-
matic channels of the United States’ intent
to terminate the United States-The People’s
Republic of China Income Tax Convention,
done at Beijing April 30, 1984, and entered
into force January 1, 1987, as provided by Ar-
ticle 28 of the Convention, not later than 30
days after the President notifies the Sec-
retary of the Treasury that the People’s Lib-
eration Army has initiated an armed attack
against the Republic of China (commonly
known as ‘“‘Taiwan’’).

(b) CONGRESSIONAL  NOTIFICATION.—The
President shall submit written notification
of a termination described in subsection (a)
to—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate.

SA 3453. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle C of
title XXXI, insert the following:

SEC. 31 . SURPLUS DEFENSE PLUTONIUM FOR
COMMERCIAL REACTORS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of En-
ergy shall establish within the Office of Nu-
clear Energy a milestone-based program to
be known as the ‘“‘Surplus Defense Pluto-
nium for Commercial Reactors Program’’
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Pro-
gram’’), which shall be headed by the Assist-
ant Secretary for Nuclear Energy (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retary’’).

(b) DUTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Pro-
gram, the Assistant Secretary, in collabora-
tion with the Administrator for Nuclear Se-
curity and the Assistant Secretary for Envi-
ronmental Management, shall—

(A) work with industry to determine inter-
est in obtaining access to surplus defense
plutonium or defense plutonium materials,
currently located within the Department of
Energy complex, so that such plutonium can
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be utilized by commercial nuclear fuel fab-
ricators that have been deemed qualified by
the Assistant Secretary, including having
contracted fuel offtake (referred to in this
section as ‘‘participants’), for fabrication
into fuel for advanced nuclear reactors;

(B) enter into agreements with partici-
pants utilizing the Other Transaction Agree-
ment authority; and

(C) distribute such plutonium to partici-
pants for processing and fabrication through
a milestone-based program that requires par-
ticipants to meet particular technical mile-
stones, as determined by the Assistant Sec-
retary, before a participant is awarded por-
tions of material by the Department.

(2) TIMELINE.—The Assistant Secretary
shall—

(A) not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, commence car-
rying out subparagraphs (A) and (B) of para-
graph (1);

(B) not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, complete carrying
out paragraph (1)(B);

(C) not later than January 1, 2028, com-
mence carrying out paragraph (1)(C); and

(D) not later than January 1, 2035, com-
plete carrying out paragraph (1)(C).

(¢c) TERMINATION OF SURPLUS PLUTONIUM
DILUTE AND DISPOSE PROGRAM.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Energy shall
terminate the surplus plutonium dilute and
dispose program except with respect to the
legal obligations of the Department of En-
ergy to the State of South Carolina.

(d) TRANSFER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon termination of the
surplus plutonium dilute and dispose pro-
gram pursuant to subsection (c), the unobli-
gated balance of any amounts previously ap-
propriated or otherwise made available to
the Department of Energy for the surplus
plutonium dilute and dispose program shall
be transferred to the Office of Nuclear En-
ergy.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—The Assistant Secretary
shall use the funds transferred pursuant to
paragraph (1) carry out this section.

(e) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
and every year thereafter until such time
the Program is completed, the Assistant Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Adminis-
trator for Nuclear Security and the Assist-
ant Secretary for Environmental Manage-
ment, shall provide to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate,
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate, the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives, and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a briefing on the
progress of the Program.

(f) APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA.—The establishment of the Pro-
gram under this section shall not affect the
legal obligations of the Department of En-
ergy to the State of South Carolina.

SA 3454. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
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SEC. 1067. INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS UNDER
THE FOREIGN AGENTS REGISTRA-
TION ACT.

(a) DEFINITION OF INFORMATIONAL MATE-
RIAL.—Section 1 of the Foreign Agents Reg-
istration Act of 1938, as amended (22 U.S.C.
611) is amended by inserting after subsection
(p) the following:

“(q) INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL.—The term
‘informational material’ means any material
that a person disseminating the material be-
lieves or has reason to believe will, or that
the person intends to in any way, influence
any agency or official of the Government of
the United States or any section of the pub-
lic within the United States with reference
to—

‘(1) formulating, adopting, or changing the
domestic or foreign policies of the United
States; or

‘“(2) the political or public interests, poli-
cies, or relations of a government of a for-
eign country or a foreign political party.”’.

(b) FILING AND LABELING OF INFORMATIONAL
MATERIALS AND REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION
OR ADVICE.—Section 4 of the Foreign Agents
Registration Act of 1938, as amended (22
U.S.C. 614) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘Po-
LITICAL PROPAGANDA” and inserting ‘‘INFOR-
MATIONAL MATERIALS”;

(2) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘that
states the name of the foreign country in
which the foreign principal is located,” after
“‘on behalf of the foreign principal,”; and

(3) by striking subsection (e) and inserting
the following:

‘“(e) INFORMATION FURNISHED TO AGENCIES
OR OFFICIALS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT.—It shall be unlawful for any person
within the United States who is an agent of
a foreign principal required to register under
the provisions of this Act to transmit, con-
vey, or otherwise furnish to any agency or
official of the Government (including a Mem-
ber or committee of either House of Con-
gress) for or in the interests of such foreign
principal any informational material or to
request from any such agency or official for
or in the interests of such foreign principal
any information or advice unless the infor-
mational material or the request is prefaced
or accompanied by a true and accurate state-
ment to the effect that such person is reg-
istered as an agent of such foreign principal
under this Act.”.

SA 3455. Mr. HUSTED submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 508. DESIGNATION OF COMMANDER OF AIR
FORCE MATERIEL COMMAND AS
HOLDING THE RANK OF GENERAL.

The Commander of Air Force Materiel
Command, while so serving, shall hold the
grade of general.

SA 3456. Mr. HUSTED (for himself
and Mr. MORENO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
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personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. 2 . SILICON HEARTLAND NATIONAL CAM-
PUS.

The amount authorized to be appropriated
for fiscal year 2026 by section 201 for re-
search, development, test, and evaluation is
hereby increased by $30,000,000, with the
amount of the increase to be available for
Aerospace Sensors (PE 0602204F) for Silicon
Heartland National Campus.

SA 3457. Mr. HUSTED (for himself
and Mr. MORENO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 105, strike line 12 and insert the
following:
retary considers appropriate; and

(3) potential enhancements to existing Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion facilities needed to enable use of these
facilities by the Department of Defense for
testing and research of hypersonic systems.

At the appropriate place in subtitle B of
title II, insert the following:

SEC. 2 AVOIDING  DUPLICATION

HYPERSONIC TESTING EFFORTS.

To the maximum extent practicable, the
Secretary of Defense shall use existing
hypersonic testing facilities or hypersonic
testing facilities currently undergoing refur-
bishment, including those owned by other
departments and agencies, for testing related
to the development of hypersonic systems.

SA 3458. Mr. HUSTED (for himself
and Mr. MORENO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

In section 1531, at the end, add the fol-
lowing:

(e) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Golden Dome Direct
Reporting Program Manager may coordinate
with the Administrator of the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration for the
purpose of accelerating the development and
fielding of the technologies and capabilities
necessary for the successful deployment of
the Golden Dome missle defense system, in-
cluding in the areas of advanced communica-
tions, in-space propulsion, hypersonic re-
search, and spacecraft power.

(2) SECONDMENT OF GOLDEN DOME OFFI-
CIALS.—To further the coordination author-
ized under paragraph (1), the Golden Dome
Direct Reporting Program Manager may sec-
ond or temporarily station Golden Dome of-
ficials at field centers of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.

SA 3459. Ms. ROSEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1265. REPORT ON BUREAU OF DIPLOMATIC
SECURITY’S “RETURN TO STAND-
ARDS” INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives a report that
includes the impacts of the Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security’s initiative known as ‘‘Re-
turn to Standards’ on the security needs of
United States embassies, consulates, and
other diplomatic installations outside the
United States.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall describe the impacts of
the Return to Standards initiative and other
reductions in staffing and resources from the
beginning of the initiative to the date of en-
actment of this Act for all embassies, con-
sulates, and other overseas diplomatic in-
stallations, including detailed descriptions
and explanations of all reductions of per-
sonnel or other resources, including their ef-
fects on—

(1) securing facilities and perimeters;

(2) transporting United States personnel
into the foreign country;

(3) gathering actionable intelligence; and

(4) executing any other relevant operations
for which they are responsible.

SA 3460. Ms. ROSEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. REPORT ON VISA OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives a report on
visa backlogs and the feasibility of providing
priority visas to nationals of countries that
are of strategic importance to the tourism
industry of the United States.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall address the following:

(1) The status of visa backlogs and wait
times, including internal and external rec-
ommendations to streamline and improve
consular processes, as required by the joint
exploratory statement for the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act (division F of Pub-
lic Law 118-47; 138 Stat. 729), including the
rationale and justification for the implemen-
tation of each such recommendation.

(2) The impact of reductions in force on im-
provement of the overall efficiency of con-
sular operations, processing time, and cus-
tomer experience for applicants.

(3) The extent to which Department of
State personnel, other than consular per-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

sonnel, have been used to improve the over-
all efficiency of consular operations, proc-
essing time, and customer experience for
visa applicants during periods of high de-
mand.

(4) The viability of temporarily assigning
Department of State personnel, other than
consular personnel, to consular operations
during periods of high demand for visa proc-
essing.

(5) The extent to which the use of tech-
nology, including artificial intelligence, may
alleviate visa backlogs.

SA 3461. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and
Mr. CURTIS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

Subtitle F—Taiwan Undersea Cable
Resilience Initiative Act
SEC. 1271. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Taiwan
Undersea Cable Resilience Initiative Act”.
SEC. 1272. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Undersea communication cables (in this
subtitle referred to as ‘‘undersea cables’’) are
critical infrastructure essential for global
communication, commerce, and national se-
curity, particularly for Taiwan, whose eco-
nomic and security stability relies heavily
on undersea cable connectivity.

(2) The Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China has increasingly used gray zone
tactics to undermine the security and sov-
ereignty of Taiwan, including suspected sab-
otage of undersea cables in and around Tai-
wan, such as the incidents involving the sev-
ering of cables around the Matsu Islands of
Taiwan and other key regions in 2023 and
2025.

(3) Undersea cables are a primary target in
the strategy of the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to cripple the com-
munication capabilities of Taiwan in the
event of a military conflict, as part of broad-
er hybrid warfare tactics. Disruption of un-
dersea cables would significantly impact the
ability of Taiwan to communicate both do-
mestically and internationally, leading to a
breakdown in military, economic, and social
functions.

(4) The vulnerability of Taiwan to attacks
on undersea cables has been compounded by
an increasing number of foreign vessels sus-
pected of involvement in sabotage, including
Chinese-linked vessels, which are perceived
as direct threats to Taiwan’s critical infra-
structure.

(5) The ability of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China to disrupt or
sever undersea cables is a critical element of
its military strategy aimed at softening Tai-
wan’s defenses and isolating Taiwan from
international support in the event of an in-
vasion or military confrontation.

(6) Recent activities by foreign adver-
saries, particularly the People’s Republic of
China, have increased the risk of sabotage
and disruption to undersea cables serving
Taiwan and other nations. Notably, in Feb-
ruary 2023, the Matsu Islands of Taiwan ex-
perienced major internet disruptions due to
two undersea cables being severed, with sus-
picions pointing toward deliberate external
interference. Furthermore, in January 2025,
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Chunghwa Telecom reported damage to an
international undersea cable and identified a
‘“‘suspicious vessel”’—the Chinese-linked
cargo ship Shunxin39—near the affected
area. The Coast Guard of Taiwan has indi-
cated concerns that that vessel may have
been involved in deliberately cutting the
cable. In a subsequent incident, Taiwan
seized the Togo-flagged Hong Tai 58, sus-
pected of deliberately severing an undersea
cable. The Coast Guard of Taiwan acknowl-
edged the possibility of China’s involvement
as part of a ‘‘grey area intrusion’.

(7) Since 2023, there have been at least 11
cases of damage to undersea cables around
Taiwan and a similar number in the Baltic
Sea, with authorities in Taiwan and Europe
suspecting Chinese and Russian involvement
in several incidents, although some damages
have been attributed to natural causes.
Those incidents highlight the vulnerability
of those critical systems to gray zone tactics
and the difficulty of proving sabotage or
holding perpetrators accountable.

(8) The sabotage of undersea cables con-
stitutes gray zone tactics designed to desta-
bilize and undermine international security
without direct military confrontation.

(9) Several regional mechanisms have been
established to bolster the security of under-
sea cables, including the Nordic Warden ini-
tiative for maritime domain awareness and
the Quad Partnership for Cable Connectivity
and Resilience, aimed at enhancing the secu-
rity and resilience of undersea cables in the
Indo-Pacific.

(10) To counter the threats described in
this section and safeguard the resilience of
Taiwan, it is imperative for the United
States and its allies to take decisive action
to bolster Taiwan’s defenses for undersea ca-
bles and foster international cooperation to
protect those critical assets.

SEC. 1273. TAIWAN UNDERSEA CABLE RESIL-
IENCE INITIATIVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 360
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary
of Homeland Security, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard, and such other heads of
agencies as the Secretary of State considers
relevant, shall establish an initiative to be
known as the ““Taiwan Undersea Cable Resil-
ience Initiative’ (in this section referred to
as the “‘Initiative”).

(b) PRIORITY.—The Initiative shall
prioritize the protection and resilience of un-
dersea cables near Taiwan, with a focus on
countering threats from the People’s Repub-
lic of China to the critical infrastructure of
Taiwan.

(c) KEY FOCUS AREAS.—

(1) ADVANCED MONITORING AND DETECTION
CAPABILITIES.—In carrying out the Initiative,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Secretary of Homeland Security and the
Secretary of Defense, shall develop and de-
ploy advanced undersea cable monitoring
systems for Taiwan capable of detecting dis-
ruptions or potential sabotage in real-time,
including by informing Taiwan, as appro-
priate, of early warnings from global intel-
ligence networks.

(2) RAPID RESPONSE PROTOCOLS.—In car-
rying out the Initiative, the Secretary of
State shall—

(A) establish rapid response protocols for
repairing severed undersea cables or miti-
gating disruptions; and

(B) work with allies of the United States to
help Taiwan develop the logistical capacity
to respond quickly to attacks on undersea
cables and minimize downtime.

(3) ENHANCING MARITIME DOMAIN AWARE-
NESS.—In carrying out the Initiative—



August 1, 2025

(A) the Secretary of the Navy and the
Commandant of the Coast Guard, in collabo-
ration with the Coast Guard of Taiwan and
regional allies, shall enhance maritime do-
main awareness around Taiwan, focusing on
the detection of suspicious vessels or activi-
ties near critical undersea cable routes; and

(B) the Commandant of the Coast Guard
shall assist in joint patrols and surveillance,
particularly in the Taiwan Strait and sur-
rounding maritime zones, to monitor poten-
tial threats and prevent sabotage.

(4) INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS FOR PRO-
TECTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Ini-
tiative, the Secretary of State shall seek to
establish cooperative frameworks with re-
gional allies and global partners to protect
the undersea cable networks near Taiwan.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The frameworks estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall provide
for participation by the United States in
joint drills, intelligence-sharing platforms,
and collaborative surveillance operations to
enhance collective security against sabo-
tage.

(5) TAIWAN-SPECIFIC CABLE HARDENING.—In
carrying out the Initiative, the Secretary of
State shall encourage and support the hard-
ening of critical undersea cables near Tai-
wan, including reinforcing cables, improving
burial depths, and using more resilient mate-
rials to reduce vulnerability to natural dis-
asters and deliberate interference.

SEC. 1274. COUNTERING CHINA’S GRAY ZONE
TACTICS.

(a) WORKING WITH PARTNERS TO COUNTER
CHINESE SABOTAGE.—The President shall
work with Taiwan and like-minded inter-
national partners to implement strategies
that directly counter the use by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China of un-
dersea cable sabotage as part of its gray zone
warfare, including by increasing diplomatic
pressure on that Government to adhere to
international norms regarding the protec-
tion of undersea infrastructure.

(b) RAISING AWARENESS.—The President
shall work with Taiwan to raise global
awareness of the risks posed by interference
by the Government of the People’s Republic
of China in wundersea cables, including
through public diplomacy efforts, informa-
tion sharing, and international forums that
address gray zone tactics and the protection
of critical infrastructure.

SEC. 1275. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO SABOTAGE OF UNDERSEA
CABLES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to any person of the People’s
Republic of China that the President deter-
mines is responsible for or complicit in dam-
aging undersea cables critical to the na-
tional security of Taiwan.

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President
shall exercise all of the powers granted by
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent
necessary to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of a person described in subsection (a),
if such property and interests in property are
in the United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR
PAROLE.—

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien
described in subsection (a) shall be—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
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any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry
documentation of an alien described in sub-
section (a) shall be revoked, regardless of
when such visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued.

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A
under clause (i) shall—

(I) take effect immediately; and

(IT) automatically cancel any other valid
visa or entry documentation that is in the
possession of the alien.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702
and 1704) to carry out this section.

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of this section or any reg-
ulation, license, or order issued to carry out
this section shall be subject to the penalties
set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of section
206 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1705) to the
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that
section.

(d) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—This section shall not apply with re-
spect to activities subject to the reporting
requirements under title V of the National
Security Act of 1947 (60 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or
any authorized intelligence activities of the
United States.

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL AGREEMENTS.—Sanctions under
subsection (b)(2) shall not apply with respect
to the admission of an alien to the United
States if such admission is necessary to com-
ply with the obligations of the United States
under the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
Lake Success on June 26, 1947, and entered
into force on November 21, 1947, between the
United Nations and the United States, or the
Convention on Consular Relations, done at
Vienna on April 24, 1963, and entered into
force on March 19, 1967, or other inter-
national obligations of the United States.

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions under this
section shall not include the authority or re-
quirement to impose sanctions on the impor-
tation of goods.

(B) GOoOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The
terms ‘‘admission’’, ‘“‘admitted’’, and ‘‘alien”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 101 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

(2) PERSON OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA.—The term ‘‘person of the People’s Re-
public of China’® means—

(A) an individual who is a citizen or na-
tional of the People’s Republic of China; and

(B) an entity owned or controlled by the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China, organized under the laws of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, or otherwise subject
to the jurisdiction of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China.

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The
‘“United States person’ means—

revocation
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(A) any United States citizen or an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence
to the United States;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including any for-
eign branch of such an entity; or

(C) any person in the United States.

SEC. 1276. SEMIANNUAL REPORT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and every 180 days
thereafter, the President shall submit to
Congress a report detailing—

(1) any incidents of interference in under-
sea cables near Taiwan; and

(2) any actions taken in response to such
incidents.

SA 3462. Mr. FETTERMAN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . RECORDS AND REPORTS ON MON-
ETARY INSTRUMENTS TRANS-
ACTIONS.

(a) RECORDS AND REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 5312 of title 31,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(2)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (Y) and
(Z) as subparagraphs (Z) and (AA), respec-
tively; and

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (X) the
following:

‘“(Y) a person engaged in the trade in
works of art, including a dealer, advisor,
consultant, custodian, gallery, auction
house, museum, collector, or any other per-
son who engages as a business as an inter-
mediary in the sale of works of art, unless
the person—

‘(i) during the prior year, participated in
no single transaction valued over $10,000 that
involved a work of art;

‘“(ii) has not, during the prior year, partici-
pated in total transactions valued at $50,000
that involved a work of art; or

‘“(iii) is a person engaged in the art market
for the sole purpose of selling works of art
created by the person.”’; and

(B) in subsection (c¢), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(2) WORK OF ART.—The term ‘work of art’
means any original painting, sculpture, wa-
tercolor, print, drawing, photograph, instal-
lation art, or video art, not including—

‘“(A) applied art such as product design,
fashion design, architectural design, or inte-
rior design; or

‘(B) mass-produced decorative art, includ-
ing ceramics, textiles, or carpets.”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
the earlier of—

(A) the effective date of the rules issued
under subsection (c¢); and

(B) the date that is 360 days after the date
of enactment of this Act.

(b) MANDATORY UPDATE TO TREASURY GUID-
ANCE ON ART TRANSACTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall issue up-
dated guidance to the advisory issued by the
Office of Foreign Asset Control on October
30, 2020, regarding the risks of high-value
artwork transactions involving sanctioned
persons or entities.
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(2) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary of Treasury shall consult and coordi-
nate with appropriate Federal agencies to
update the guidance described in paragraph
D.

(c) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Treasury (acting through
the Director of the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network), in consultation and co-
ordination with appropriate Federal agen-
cies, shall issue proposed rules to carry out
the amendments made by subsection (a), in-
cluding—

(1) determining which persons should be
subject to the rulemaking based on domestic
or international geographical location;

(2) the degree to which the regulations
should apply based on status as an agent or
intermediary acting on behalf of a purchaser;
and

(3) whether certain exemptions should
apply to the regulations.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 6110(a) of the Anti-Money
Laundering Act of 2020 (title LXI of division
F of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134 Stat. 4561)
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘subparagraphs (Z) and
(AA)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (AA)
and (BB)”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subparagraphs (Y) and
(Z)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (Z) and
(AA)”; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (X)’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (Y)”’; and

(ii) by striking “(Y) a” and inserting
“YX)a’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Section
5312(a)(2)(Y)”’ and inserting ‘“‘Section
5312(a)(2)(X)".

SA 3463. Mr. FETTERMAN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
Subtitle H—Honoring Civil Servants Killed in

the Line of Duty
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Hon-
oring Civil Servants Killed in the Line of
Duty Act”.

SEC. 1092. INCREASING DEATH GRATUITY FOR
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES KILLED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VII of chapter
55 of title 5, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§5571. Employee death gratuity payments

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
55661(2), in this section, the term ‘employee’
means an individual who has been deter-
mined by the Secretary of Labor to be an
employee within the meaning of section
8101(1), but not including any individual de-
scribed in subparagraph (D) of section 8101(1).

‘(2) EXCLUSIVE AUTHORITY.—A determina-
tion described in paragraph (1) may be made
only by the Secretary of Labor.
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“(b) GRATUITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the
death of an employee occurring on or after
the date of enactment of this section, not-
withstanding section 8116, and in addition to
any payment made under subchapter I of
chapter 81, the head of the agency employing
the employee shall pay from appropriations
made available for salaries and expenses of
that agency a death gratuity to the person
identified under subsection (c)(2), if the
death of the employee—

‘“(A) results from injury sustained while in
the line of duty of the employee; and

“(B) is not—

‘(i) caused by willful misconduct of the
employee;

‘“(ii) caused by the intention of the em-
ployee to bring about the injury or death of
the employee or another; or

‘(iii) proximately caused by the intoxica-
tion of the injured employee.

“(2) AMOUNT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the amount of a death gra-
tuity paid under paragraph (1) with respect
to an employee shall be $100,000, as adjusted
each March 1 by the amount determined by
the Secretary of Labor to represent the per-
centage change in the Personal Consumption
Expenditures Price Index published for De-
cember of the preceding year over that Index
published for the December of the year prior
to the preceding year, adjusted to the near-
est Yio of 1 percent.

‘“(B) LOCAL COMPENSATION PLANS.—For an
employee compensated under a local com-
pensation plan established under section 408
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C.
3968), the amount of a death gratuity paid
under paragraph (1) with respect to the em-
ployee shall be in an amount determined in
rules issued by the Secretary of State.

““(c) RECIPIENT OF PAYMENT.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘child’—

‘“(A) includes—

‘(i) a natural child; and

‘“(ii) an adopted child; and

‘“(B) does not include a stepchild.

‘(2) ORDER OF PRECEDENCE.—A death gra-
tuity paid under subsection (b) with respect
to an employee shall be paid in the following
order of precedence:

‘““(A)() To the beneficiary designated to re-
ceive the gratuity by the employee in a
signed and witnessed writing that is received
by the agency employing the employee be-
fore the date of the death of the employee.

‘“(ii) A designation, change, or cancellation
of beneficiary in a will, or another document
not described in clause (i), shall have no
force or effect for the purposes of that
clause.

‘(B) If there is no beneficiary described in
subparagraph (A), to the surviving spouse of
the employee.

‘“(C) If neither subparagraph (A) nor (B) ap-
plies, to the children of the employee (in-
cluding the descendant of any deceased child
by representation) such that each such child
receives an equal amount of the gratuity.

‘(D) If none of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C)
applies, to the surviving parents of the em-
ployee such that each such surviving parent
receives an equal amount of the gratuity.

‘“(E) If none of subparagraphs (A) through
(D) applies, to the duly appointed executor
or administrator of the estate of the em-
ployee.

‘“(F) If none of subparagraphs (A) through
(E) applies, to the person entitled, under the
laws of the State in which the employee is
domiciled, as of the date on which the em-
ployee dies, to receive the payment.”.

(2) REPEAL OF DEATH GRATUITY PAYMENT
AUTHORITY.—Section 651 of the Treasury,
Postal Service, and General Government Ap-
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propriations Act, 1997 (5 U.S.C. 8133 note) is
repealed.

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The table of sections for chapter 55
of title 5, United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking the item relating to sub-
chapter VII and inserting the following:
‘‘SUBCHAPTER VII—PAYMENTS TO MISSING PER-

SONS AND PAYMENTS FOR DISABILITY OR

DEATH’’; AND

(B) by inserting after the item relating to
section 5570 the following:

“5571. Employee death gratuity payments.”.

(4) ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING
AMENDMENT.—The heading for subchapter VII
of chapter 55 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by striking “EMPLOYEES” and
inserting “PERSONS AND PAYMENTS FOR
DISABILITY OR DEATH”.

(b) AMENDMENT TO TITLE 49.—Section
40122(g)(2) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (I)(iii),
“and” after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the
following:

“(K) section 5571, relating to death gratu-
ities resulting from an injury sustained in
the line of duty.”.

SEC. 1093. FUNERAL EXPENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8134(a) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)”’ after ‘“(a)’’;

(2) by striking $800° and
¢‘$8,800”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) The amount described in paragraph (1)
shall be adjusted on March 1 of each year by
the percentage amount determined by the
Secretary of Labor under section 8146a for
that year.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a)(2) shall apply with respect
to any death occurring on or after the date
of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 1094. DEATH GRATUITY FOR INJURIES IN-
CURRED IN CONNECTION WITH EM-
PLOYEE’S SERVICE WITH AN ARMED
FORCE.

Section 8102a of title 5, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘“The United States’ and
inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), as so designated, by
striking ‘‘up to”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) ADJUSTMENT.—The amount described
in paragraph (1) shall be adjusted each March
1 by the amount determined by the Sec-
retary of Labor to represent the percentage
change in the Personal Consumption Expend-
itures Price Index published for December of
the preceding year over that Index published
for the December of the year prior to the
preceding year, adjusted to the nearest Yo of
1 percent.”’;

(2) by striking subsection (c) and inserting
the following:

“(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BENEFITS.—
With respect to a death occurring on or after
the date of enactment of the Honoring Civil
Servants Killed in the Line of Duty Act, the
death gratuity payable under this section
may not be reduced by the amount of any
other death gratuity provided under any
other provision of Federal law based on the
same death.”’; and

(3) in subsection (d), by adding at the end
the following:

(7 If a person covered by this section does
not have any eligible survivors, as described
in this subsection, and that person has not
designated an alternate person to receive a

by striking

inserting
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payment under this section, the payment

shall be paid to the personal representative

of the person’s estate.”.

SEC. 1095. AGENCY GRATUITY FOR DEATHS SUS-
TAINED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
ABROAD.

Section 413 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 3973) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘de-
pendents’ and inserting ‘‘beneficiaries’’; and

(B) in the second sentence, by inserting ‘¢,
except as provided in subsection (e)” after
“‘payable from any source’’;

(2) by amending subsection (b) to read as
follows:

“(b) EXECUTIVE AGENCIES.—The head of an
executive agency shall, pursuant to guidance
issued under subsection (c), make a death
gratuity payment authorized by this section
to the surviving beneficiaries of—

‘(1) any employee of that agency who dies
as a result of injuries sustained in the per-
formance of duty abroad while subject to the
authority of the chief of mission pursuant to
section 207; or

‘(2) an individual in a special category
serving in an uncompensated capacity for
that agency abroad in support of a diplo-
matic mission, as identified in guidance
issued under subsection (c), who dies as a re-
sult of injuries sustained in the performance
of duty abroad.”’;

(3) by striking subsection (d);

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

‘(d) ELIGIBILITY UNDER CHAPTER 81 OF
TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE.—A death gra-
tuity payment shall be made under this sec-
tion only if the death is determined by the
Secretary of Labor to have resulted from an
injury (excluding a disease proximately
caused by the employment) sustained in the
performance of duty under section 8102 of
title 5, United States Code.”’;

(5) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f);

(6) by inserting after subsection (d), as
added by paragraph (4), the following:

‘‘(e) OFFSET.—For deaths occurring on or
after the date of enactment of the Honoring
Civil Servants Killed in the Line of Duty
Act, the death gratuity payable under this
section shall be reduced by the amount of
any death gratuity provided under section
5571 of title 5, United States Code, based on
the same death.”’; and

(7) in subsection (f), as so redesignated by
paragraph (5), by amending paragraph (2) to
read as follows:

“(2) the term ‘surviving beneficiaries’
means the person or persons identified pur-
suant to the order of precedence established
under section 5571(c)(2) of title 5, United
States Code.”.

SEC. 1096. EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
THORIZATION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘agency’” means an agency
that is authorized or required to make a pay-
ment under a covered provision; and

(2) the term ‘‘covered provision’ means—

(A) section 5571 of title 5, United States
Code, as added by section 1092 of this Act;

(B) section 8102a of title 5, United States
Code, as amended by section 1094 of this Act;
or

(C) section 413 of the Foreign Service Act
of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3973), as amended by section
1095 of this Act.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—If the head of an agen-
cy determines, with the concurrence of the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, that a natural disaster, act of ter-
rorism, or other incident results in the in-
ability of the agency to make additional
payments under a covered provision—

AU-
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(1) there are authorized to be appropriated
to the agency such sums as may be necessary
to make those additional payments; and

(2) the head of the agency may make those
additional payments only to the extent addi-
tional amounts are made available for those
purposes.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that, not later than 30 days after
the date on which the head of an agency sub-
mits to Congress a request for supplemental
appropriations for the purposes described in
subsection (b), Congress should take action
with respect to that request.

SEC. 1097. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘agency’” has the meaning given the
term in section 5561 of title 5, United States
Code.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—If the head of an agency
makes a death gratuity payment under sec-
tion 5571 of title 5, United States Code, as
added by section 1092 of this Act, the agency
head shall, not later than 15 business days
after the date on which the agency head
makes that payment, submit to the Comp-
troller General of the United States a notifi-
cation regarding that payment.

(b) GAO REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform of the House of Representatives a re-
port regarding the aggregate amount of
death gratuities paid under section 5571 of
title 5, United States Code, as added by sec-
tion 1092 of this Act, during the year covered
by the report.

(c) AuDIT.—Not later than 3 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall—

(1) perform an audit regarding death gratu-
ities paid under section 5571 of title 5, United
States Code, as added by section 1092 of this
Act;

(2) as part of the audit performed under
paragraph (1), determine the frequency with
which future audits of the payments de-
scribed in that paragraph shall occur; and

(3) submit to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Oversight and
Accountability of the House of Representa-
tives the results of the audit performed
under paragraph (1).

SA 3464. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 334. REPORT ON USE OF 6PPD IN DESIGN
AND PRODUCTION OF TIRES PRO-

CURED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
the use of 6PPD in the design and production
of tires procured by the Department of De-
fense.

(b) INITIATIVES.—The report required by
subsection (a) shall include a list of initia-
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tives of the Department of Defense, if any,
researching potential alternatives to 6PPD
in tire production.

(c) 6PPD DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘“‘6PPD” means the chemical N-(1,3-
dimethylbutyl)-N’-phenyl-p-
phenylenediamine.

SA 3465. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1038. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FOOD PUR-
CHASES.

(a) PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall ensure that—

(1) by not later than October 1, 2028, the
Department of Defense and its food service
contractors purchase, by dollar volume—

(A) a minimum 5 percent of organic food;

(B) 5 percent of food from producers within
the State of final destination; and

(C) 5 percent of food from small and mid-
sized producers; and

(2) by October 1, 2030, the Department of
Defense purchases by dollar volume—

(A) a minimum 10 percent of organic food;

(B) 10 percent of food from producers with-
in the State of final destination; and

(C) 10 percent of food from small and mid-
sized producers.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December
31, 2030, the Secretary of Defense shall sub-
mit to the congressional defense committees
a report on Department of Defense food pro-
curement for fiscal years 2028 through 2030.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following in-
formation, by fiscal year:

(A) The total amount spent by all Depart-
ment of Defense food service operations
worldwide.

(B) The amount, by dollar volume, spent
on different food categories such as meat,
fruits and vegetables, dairy, other relevant
categories.

(C) The amount, by dollar volume, spent on
food sourced from local farmers.

(D) The amount, by dollar volume, spent
on food sourced from small and mid-sized
farmers.

(E) The amount, by dollar volume, spent
on organic food.

SA 3466. Ms. DUCKWORTH proposed
an amendment to amendment SA 3411
proposed by Ms. COLLINS to the bill
H.R. 3944, making appropriations for
military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2. REPORT ON PLAN OF SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO REDUCE

WORKFORCE OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to Congress a report on the current
plan of the Secretary to reduce the work-
force of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in fiscal year 2026.
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(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The analysis used by the Secretary to
determine what, if any, workforce reductions
are necessary to provide timely care and
benefits for Veterans and why.

(2) How that analysis ensures that wait
times will not be adversely affected by such
reductions, but rather, assisted.

(c) LESSONS LEARNED.—The Secretary shall
ensure that analyses submitted pursuant to
subsection (b) incorporate lessons learned
from terminations and reinstatements oc-
curring in fiscal year 2025.

SA 3467. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. NONDISCRIMINATION IN DISASTER

ASSISTANCE.

Section 308(a) of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 5151(a)) is amended by striking
“or economic status’” and inserting ‘‘eco-
nomic status, or political affiliation”.

SA 3468. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle I—Border Enforcement, Security,

and Trade Facilitation
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLES.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Border
Enforcement, Security, and Trade Facilita-
tion Act of 2025 or the “BEST Facilitation
Act”.

SEC. 1092. OFFICE OF FIELD OPERATIONS IMAGE
TECHNICIAN PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 411(g) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
211(g)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

¢“(6) IMAGE TECHNICIAN PILOT PROGRAM.—

“(A) IMAGE TECHNICIAN 1.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—There shall be in the Of-
fice of Field Operations, Image Technician 1
positions, which shall be filled in accordance
with the provisions under chapter 33 (relat-
ing to appointments in the competitive serv-
ice) and chapters 51 and 53 (relating to classi-
fication and rates of pay) of title 5, United
States Code.

‘‘(ii) ConNDITIONS.—Image Technician 1 posi-
tions—

“(I) may be filled by existing U.S. Customs
and Border Protection employees;

““(IT) are not law enforcement officer posi-
tions;

“(IIT) may not be filled by independent
contractors; and

“(IV) shall be assigned to a regional com-
mand center established under subparagraph
(F).

‘(iii) DUTIES.—The duties of an Image
Technician 1 shall include—
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‘“(I) reviewing non-intrusive inspection im-
ages of conveyances and containers entering
or exiting the United States through a land,
sea, or air port of entry or international rail
crossing;

““(IT) assessing whether images of convey-
ances and containers appear to contain
anomalies indicating the potential presence
of contraband, persons unlawfully seeking to
enter or exit the United States, or illicitly
concealed merchandise, including illicit
drugs and terrorist weapons;

‘“(IIT) recommending entry release or exit
release for any conveyances and containers
whenever the images of such items do not in-
clude noticeable anomalies indicating the
potential presence of contraband, persons
seeking to unlawfully enter or exit the
United States, or illicitly concealed mer-
chandise, including illicit drugs or terrorist
weapons, to the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Officer responsible for inspecting
such conveyance or container; and

‘“(IV) recommending further inspection of
any conveyances and containers whenever
the Image Technician reasonably believes
that an image of any such item contains
anomalies indicating the potential presence
of contraband, persons seeking to unlawfully
enter or exit the United States, or illicitly
concealed merchandise, such as illicit drugs
or terrorist weapons, to the U.S. Customs
and Border Protection officer who is respon-
sible for inspecting such conveyance or con-
tainer.

“(B) IMAGE TECHNICIAN 2.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—There shall be in the Of-
fice of Field Operations, Image Technician 2
positions, which shall be filled in accordance
with the provisions under chapter 33 (relat-
ing to appointments in the competitive serv-
ice) and chapters 51 and 53 (relating to classi-
fication and rates of pay) of title 5, United
States Code.

‘“(ii) ConNDITIONS.—Image Technician 2 posi-
tions—

‘“(I) may be filled by existing U.S. Customs
and Border Protection employees;

‘“(IT) are not law enforcement officer posi-
tions;

‘(IIT) may not be filled by independent
contractors; and

‘“(IV) shall be assigned to a regional com-
mand center established under subparagraph
(F).

‘“(iii) DUTIES.—The duties of an Image
Technician 2 shall include—

‘“(I) carrying out all of the duties described
in subclauses (I) through (IV) of subpara-
graph (A)(i);

‘“(IT) receiving intelligence from the Na-
tional Targeting Center regarding tactics,
techniques, and procedures being used at
ports of entry and in the border environment
by malign actors to facilitate the unlawful
entry or exit of contraband, persons, or illic-
itly concealed merchandise, such as illicit
drugs or terrorist weapons; and

““(III) reporting new information to the Na-
tional Targeting Center regarding tactics,
techniques, and procedures being used at
ports of entry and in the border environment
by malign actors to facilitate the unlawful
entry or exit of contraband, persons, or con-
cealed merchandise, such as illicit drugs or
terrorist weapons.

““(C) SUPERVISORY U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER
PROTECTION OFFICERS.—

‘“(i) SUPERVISION.—AIll image technicians
shall be supervised by a Supervisory U.S.
Customs and Border Protection Officer.

‘‘(ii) DISCRETION AND DECISION-MAKING AU-
THORITY.—The appropriate Supervisory U.S.
Customs and Border Protection Officer,
while working with image technicians, shall
retain the discretion and final decision-mak-
ing authority—
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“(I) to release conveyances or cargo for
entry; or

“(II) to refer such conveyance or cargo for
further inspection.

‘‘(iii) TRAINING.—A Supervisory U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection Officer who su-
pervises image technicians shall receive ad-
ditional training in accordance with sub-
paragraph (D).

‘(D) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.—AIll image
technicians shall receive annual training and
additional ad hoc training, to the extent nec-
essary based on current trends, regarding—

‘(i) respecting privacy, civil rights, and
civil liberties, including the protections
against unreasonable searches and seizures
afforded by the First and Fourth Amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United
States, as applicable and as interpreted by
the Federal courts;

‘(ii) analyzing images generated by non-
intrusive inspection technologies or any suc-
cessor technologies deployed by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection;

‘‘(iii) identifying commodities and mer-
chandise in images generated by non-intru-
sive inspection technologies or any successor
technologies deployed by U.S. Customs and
Border Protection;

‘(iv) identifying contraband, persons who
are seeking to unlawfully enter or exit the
United States, or illicitly concealed mer-
chandise, such as illicit drugs or terrorist
weapons, in images generated by non-intru-
sive technologies or any successor tech-
nologies deployed by U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection;

‘(v) tactics, techniques, and procedures
being used at ports of entry and in the border
environment by malign actors to facilitate
the unlawful entry or exit of contraband,
persons, or illicitly concealed merchandise,
such as illicit drugs or terrorist weapons;
and

‘(vi) any other training that the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion determines to be relevant to the duties
described in subparagraphs (A)(iii) or (B)(iii).

‘“‘(E) ANNUAL ASSESSMENT.—AIll image tech-
nicians shall receive annual testing with re-
spect to their—

‘(i) accuracy in image analysis;

¢“(ii) timeliness in image analysis; and

‘‘(iii) ability to ascertain tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures being used at ports of
entry and in the border environment by ma-
lign actors to facilitate the unlawful entry
or exit of contraband, persons, or illicitly
concealed merchandise, such as illicit drugs
or terrorist weapons.

‘“(F) COMMAND CENTERS.—As part of the
pilot program established under this para-
graph, the Executive Assistant Commis-
sioner of the Office of Field Operations shall
establish 5 regional command centers at
land, rail, air, and sea ports in which image
technicians shall review non-intrusive in-
spection images.

“(G) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to affect
the discretion and final decision-making au-
thority given to U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Officers to release conveyances or
cargo for entry or exit or to refer such con-
veyances or cargo for further inspection.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) SUNSET.—The amendment made by sub-
section (a) shall cease to have effect on the
date that is 5 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(2) TRANSFERS AUTHORIZED.—Upon the ter-
mination of the pilot program established by
section 411(g)(6) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002, as added by subsection (a), indi-
viduals occupying Image Technician 1 or
Image Technician 2 positions in the Office of
Field Operations may transfer to comparable
positions within U.S. Customs and Border
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Protection or the Department of Homeland
Security.
SEC. 1093. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than
180 days after the hiring of the first positions
described in section 411(g)(6) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section
2092(a), and every 180 days thereafter, the
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, in consultation with the Execu-
tive Assistant Commissioner of the Office of
Field Operations, shall submit a report to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives that identifies—

(1) the number of Image Technician 1 and
Image Technician 2 positions filled during
the reporting period;

(2) the number of Image Technician 1 and
Image Technician 2 positions currently em-
ployed by the Office of Field Operations,
disaggregated by—

(A) port of entry or field office;

(B) image technician position; and

(C) command center, as applicable;

(3) the daily average number of images
scanned by each Image Technician 1 and
each Image Technician 2;

(4) training methodologies utilized to train
image technicians;

(5) assessment passage rates of image tech-
nicians;

(6) the impact of image technicians on
interdiction rates at ports of entry and
international rail crossings at which image
technicians are stationed or from which
image technicians review images, includ-
ing—

(A) throughput increases or decreases at
such ports of entry and international rail
crossings;

(B) increases or decreases in waiting times
at such ports of entry and international rail
crossings;

(C) average wait times at such ports of
entry and international rail crossings; and

(D) increases or decreases of seizures of
contraband, persons seeking to unlawfully
enter or exit the United States, or illicitly
concealed merchandise, such as illicit drugs
or terrorist weapons, broken down by type of
seizure and port of entry or international
rail crossing;

(7) the impact of image technicians on U.S.
Customs and Border Protection’s capability
to review non-intrusive inspection images of
conveyances and containers entering or
exiting the United States through a land,
sea, or air port of entry or international rail
crossing;

(8) an assessment of the effectiveness with
which image technicians carry out the duties
described in subparagraphs (A)@ii) and
(B)(iii) of section 411(g)(6) of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002, as added by section
2092(a), compared to any U.S. Customs and
Border Protection officers who are assigned
such duties.

(9) the progress made in establishing com-
mand centers under the pilot program estab-
lished by such section;

(10) any infrastructure or resource needs
required to establish such command centers;
and

(11) the ports of entry and international
rail crossing, as applicable, that are sup-
ported by such a command center.

(b) BIANNUAL BRIEFINGS.—The Executive
Assistant Commissioner of the Office of
Field Operations shall provide biannual
briefings to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives regard-
ing the information described in the latest
report submitted pursuant to subsection (a).
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SA 3469. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
Subtitle I—E-Verify for Federal Contractors
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLES.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Secure
And Fair Employment in Federal Con-
tracting Act” or the ‘“SAFE Contracting
Act”.
SEC. 1092. E-VERIFY COMPLIANCE REQUIRE-

MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 47 of title 41,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§4715. E-Verify compliance requirement

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—

‘(1) ENTITY.—The term ‘entity’ means any
organization seeking to provide goods or
services to the United States Government,
including any parent company, subsidiary,
or affiliate of such organization.

‘(2) E-VERIFY PROGRAM.—The term ‘E-
Verify Program’ means the program de-
scribed in section 403(a) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note).

“(3) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘execu-
tive agency’ means—

‘“(A) an Executive department, a military
department, or an independent establish-
ment (as such terms are defined in sections
101, 102, and 104(1) of title 5, United States
Code); and

‘“(B) any wholly owned Government cor-
poration (as defined in section 9101(3) of title
31, United States Code).

““(b) CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION.—Each en-
tity submitting a bid or proposal for a con-
tract with an executive agency shall include,
in such bid or proposal, a certification that
such entity, and each subcontractor such en-
tity will use to carry out its duties under
such contract—

‘(1) is currently enrolled in the E-Verify
Program; and

‘“(2) is fully complying with all statutes,
regulations, and policies governing the E-
Verify Program.

‘‘(c) PROHIBITION.—An executive agency
may not award a contract to an entity that
has not made the certification required
under subsection (b).

“(d) EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OF CON-
TRACTS.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of the SAFE Contracting
Act, each executive agency shall incorporate
the procedures described in subsections (b)
and (c) into their contract extension and re-
newal procedures.

‘““(e) AGENCY DETERMINATION OF CON-
TRACTOR COMPLIANCE.—Each executive agen-
cy shall—

‘(1) evaluate each certification submitted
pursuant to subsection (b) by any entity
with which such executive agency seeks to
enter into a contract and any other informa-
tion relevant to the entity’s enrollment in
the E-Verify Program and its compliance
with all statutes, regulations, and policies
governing the E-Verify Program;

‘“(2) before awarding such contract, con-
firm that such entity—

‘“(A) is enrolled in the E-Verify Program;
and

‘“(B) is fully complying with all statutes,
regulations, and policies governing the E-
Verify Program; and
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“(3) after awarding such contract—

““(A) monitor such entity’s continued com-
pliance with all statutes, regulations, and
policies governing the E-Verify Program;
and

“(B) annually post, on a publicly available
website, such executive agency’s findings re-
garding such compliance.

¢“(f) PROCEDURES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—

‘(1) NOTICE.—Not later than 14 days after
an executive agency determines that an enti-
ty currently contracting with such executive
agency is not in full compliance with all
statutes, regulations, and policies governing
the E-Verify Program, such executive agency
shall submit written notice to such entity
describing such noncompliance and any ac-
tions such entity must complete to return to
full compliance.

‘(2) CONSEQUENCE FOR CONTINUED NON-
COMPLIANCE.—If an entity fails to return to
full compliance during the 30-day period be-
ginning on the date on which such entity re-
ceives notice pursuant to paragraph (1), such
entity shall be referred to the Administrator
of General Services for suspension and debar-
ment proceedings in accordance with subpart
9.4 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

*‘(g) SUBCONTRACTOR COMPLIANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before any subcontract
is awarded under any contract awarded by an
executive agency, such executive agency
shall ensure that the entity selected for such
subcontract—

‘“(A) is enrolled in the E-Verify Program;
and

‘(B) maintains continuous compliance
with all statutes, regulations, and policies
governing the E-Verify Program.

‘(2) PROCEDURES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—

‘“(A) NOTICE.—Not later than 14 days after
an executive agency determines that an sub-
contractor of an entity currently con-
tracting with such executive agency is not in
full compliance with all statutes, regula-
tions, and policies governing the E-Verify
Program, such executive agency shall submit
written notice to such subcontractor describ-
ing such noncompliance and any actions
such subcontractor must complete to return
to full compliance.

‘“(B) CONSEQUENCE FOR CONTINUED NON-
COMPLIANCE.—If a subcontractor fails to re-
turn to full compliance during the 30-day pe-
riod beginning on the date on which such
subcontractor receives notice pursuant to
subparagraph (A), such subcontractor shall
be referred to the Administrator of General
Services for suspension and debarment pro-
ceedings in accordance with subpart 9.4 of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 47 of title 41, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢“4715. E-Verify compliance requirement.”’.
SEC. 1093. IMPLEMENTATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act—

(1) the Federal Acquisition Regulatory
Council shall amend the Federal Acquisition
Regulation to implement and the amend-
ments made by section 1092; and

(2) the Administrator of the Office of Fed-
eral Procurement Policy shall develop and
implement all policies and procedures nec-
essary to implement such amendments,
which, after consultation with the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget,
shall include clarification of the responsibil-
ities and expectations of Executive agencies
in monitoring contractor enrollment in, and
compliance with, the E-Verify Program.

(b) DATA COLLECTION.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, to help ensure the accuracy of Federal
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procurement data and to better monitor con-
tractor compliance with the E-Verify Pro-
gram, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services shall—

(1) develop and implement information col-
lection measures detailing Federal contrac-
tors enrolled in the E-Verify program; and

(2) notify Executive agencies of such infor-
mation collection measures once such meas-
ures have been developed and implemented.

(¢) LIMITATIONS ON REGULATIONS, POLICIES,
AND PROCEDURES.—Regulations, policies, and
procedures issued pursuant to subsection (a)
may not reduce or limit, or authorize waiv-
ers for, any of the requirements described in
of the amendments made by section 1092.
SEC. 1094. ANNUAL REPORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1131 of title 41,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘re-
port’ and inserting ‘‘reports’’;

(2) by striking ‘“The Administrator’” and
inserting the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator’’;
and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) E-VERIFY COMPLIANCE REPORT.—The
Administrator, in consultation with the Di-
rector of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, shall annually submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees
that—

‘(1) summarizes the information posted on
each executive agency’s public website pur-
suant to section 4715(e)(3)(B); and

‘“(2) identifies the number of entities that
have been referred to the Administrator of
General Services during the reporting period
pursuant to section 4715(f)(2) due to contin-
ued noncompliance with the E-Verify Pro-
gram.’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 11 of title 41, United
States Code, is amended by striking the item
relating to section 1131 and inserting the fol-
lowing:

1131. Annual reports.

SA 3470. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . OMB GUIDANCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘covered
agency’” means an agency described in sec-
tion 901(b) of title 31, United States Code.

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

(3) INTERNAL CONTROL.—The term ‘‘internal
control” means a process that is—

(A) effected by the management and other
personnel of an entity; and

(B) designed to provide reasonable assur-
ance with respect to the achievement of ob-
jectives relating to—

(i) effectiveness and efficiency of oper-
ations;

(ii) reliability of financial reporting; and

(iii) compliance with applicable law.

(b) GUIDANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director shall issue guidance to covered
agencies for the development of plans for in-
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ternal control that are ready or adaptable
for immediate use in future emergencies or
crises.

(2) CONTENTS.—The guidance issued under
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) be in alignment with the documents of
the Government Accountability Office enti-
tled ““A Framework for Managing Improper
Payments in Emergency Assistance Pro-
grams’ and ‘‘A Framework for Managing
Fraud Risks in Federal Programs’’; and

(B) require plans for internal control of
covered agencies to include—

(i) the identification of a senior official of
the covered agency to be responsible and ac-
countable for the implementation of the
plan; and

(ii) policies and procedures to timely—

(I) assess the risks of improper payments
and fraud relating to the implementation of
any supplemental appropriation, or other in-
crease in budget authority, that may be
made available to the covered agency for a
purpose relating to disaster relief or re-
sponse to a public health or other emer-
gency; and

(IT) develop and implement appropriate re-
sponses to the risks described in subclause
(D), including any changes to internal con-
trols, to ensure that, to the greatest extent
possible, appropriate controls are in place
prior to the expenditure of funds.

(3) REVIEW.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which guidance is issued under
paragraph (1), and not less frequently than
once every 3 years thereafter, the Director
shall review and, as necessary, revise the
guidance.

(¢) PLAN SUBMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the head
of each covered agency head shall submit to
the Director the plan of the covered agency
required under the guidance issued under
subsection (b)(1).

(2) REVISIONS.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which the head of a covered
agency submits a plan under paragraph (1),
and not less frequently than once every 3
years thereafter, the head of each covered
agency shall—

(A) review and, if necessary,
plan of the covered agency; and

(B) submit to the Director any revised plan
of the covered agency.

(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, and not less frequently than an-
nually thereafter, the Director shall submit
to Congress, the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Sen-
ate, and the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform of the House of Rep-
resentatives the plans submitted by covered
agencies under this subsection.

(d) UNAVAILABILITY OF JUDICIAL REVIEW.—
A determination, finding, action, or omission
under this section by the Director or the
head of a covered agency shall not be subject
to judicial review.

(e) No ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional
funds are authorized to be appropriated for
the purpose of carrying out this section.

SA 3471. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

revise the
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SEC. . SAFEGUARDING THE TRANSPARENCY
AND EFFICIENCY OF PAYMENTS.
(a) IMPROPER PAYMENTS.—
(1) DEFINITIONS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 3351 of title 31,
United States Code, is amended—
(i) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through

(8) as paragraphs (3) through (9), respec-
tively; and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—The term
‘chief financial officer’ means—

““(A) with respect to an executive agency
described in section 901(b), the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the executive agency ap-
pointed under such section; and

‘“(B) with respect to an executive agency
that is not described in section 901(b), the of-
ficial serving as the senior executive respon-
sible for managing the financial activities of
the executive agency.”.

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
3353(a)(4)(B) of title 31, United States Code, is
amended—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘section
3351(2)(B)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 3351(3)(B)’’;

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘section
3351(2)(C)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 3351(3)(C)’’;

(iii) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘section
3351(2)(D)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 3351(3)(D)’’;
and

(iv) in clause (vi), by striking ‘‘section
3351(2)(A)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 3351(3)(A)”’.

(2) ESTIMATES OF IMPROPER PAYMENTS AND
REPORTS ON ACTIONS TO REDUCE IMPROPER
PAYMENTS.—Section 3352 of title 31, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (3)—

(I) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)’
and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1)(B)’’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1) each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘paragraphs (1) and (4)”’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(4) NEW PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES.—In ad-
dition to the programs and activities identi-
fied under paragraph (1)(B) and subject to
paragraph (5), the head of an executive agen-
cy shall annually identify as susceptible to
significant improper payments any program
or activity that—

““(A) has or is expected to have outlays ex-
ceeding $100,000,000 in any one of the first 3
fiscal years of operation; and

‘(B) is in the first 4 years of operation.

‘(6) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (4) shall not
apply with respect to any program or activ-
ity that the head of the relevant executive
agency concludes, based on the results of a
review conducted under paragraph (1), is not
susceptible to significant improper pay-
ments.”’;

(B) in subsection (¢)(1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(1)” and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph (1) or (4) of subsection
(a)”’; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B)
and inserting the following:

““(A) produce a statistically valid estimate
of the improper payments made under the
program or activity, or an estimate of such
improper payments that is otherwise appro-
priate using a methodology approved by—

‘(i) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget; and

‘“(ii) the chief financial officer of the exec-
utive agency; and

“(B) report the estimates described in sub-
paragraph (A) in accordance with subsection
(3).”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(j) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Any annual report
required to be made by the head of an execu-
tive agency under this section shall—
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‘(1) be included in the materials accom-
panying the annual financial statement of
the executive agency and, as required, in ap-
plicable guidance of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget; and

‘(2) include a statement by the chief finan-
cial officer of the executive agency—

““(A) certifying the reliability of the execu-
tive agency’s identification of programs and
activities that may be susceptible to signifi-
cant improper payments under subsection
(a); and

‘(B) describing the actions of the chief fi-
nancial officer of the executive agency to
monitor the development and implementa-
tion of any corrective action plans reported
under subsection (d).”.

(3) FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE CON-
TROLS RELATING TO FRAUD AND IMPROPER PAY-
MENTS.—Section 3357 of title 31, United
States Code, is amended by striking sub-
section (d) and inserting the following:

“(d) REPORTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year be-
ginning in the first fiscal year after the date
of enactment of the Safeguarding the Trans-
parency and Efficiency of Payments Act, and
in each of the following 9 fiscal years, the
head of each agency shall submit to Con-
gress, in the report containing the annual fi-
nancial statement of the agency, a report—

‘“(A) on the progress of the agency in—

‘(i) implementing—

“(I) the financial and administrative con-
trols required to be established under sub-
section (¢)(1);

“‘(II) the fraud risk principles in the Stand-
ards for Internal Control in the Federal Gov-
ernment of the Government Accountability
Office; and

‘“(ITII) Circular A-123 of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget with respect to the
leading practices for managing fraud risk;

C(ii) identifying fraud risks and
vulnerabilities, including with respect to
payroll, beneficiary payments, grants, large
contracts, and purchase and travel cards;
and

‘“(iii) establishing strategies, procedures,
and other steps to curb fraud; and

‘(B) that includes information on the sta-
tus of implementing each of the 11 leading
practices identified in the report published
by the Government Accountability Office on
July 28, 2015, entitled ‘Framework for Man-
aging Fraud Risks in Federal Programs’.

¢“(2) INFORMATION IN REPORT.—If the annual
financial statement of an agency, or an al-
ternative report of the agency included in
the annual financial statement, includes in-
formation that fulfills the requirements of
this subsection, the head of the agency may
include a brief statement to that effect in
the financial statement or alternative report
without duplicating the information re-
quired under this subsection in a separate or
standalone report.”.

(b) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional
funds are authorized to be appropriated for
the purpose of carrying out this section or
the amendments made by this section.

SA 3472. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. . CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS; GOV-
ERNMENTWIDE FINANCIAL MANAGE-
MENT PLAN.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Improving Federal Financial
Management Act”

(b) CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND DEPUTY
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—Chapter 9 of title
31, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 902(a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘“An”’ and inserting ‘It shall be
the duty and responsibility of each agency
Chief Financial Officer to oversee and pro-
vide leadership in the areas of budget formu-
lation and execution, planning and perform-
ance, risk management, internal controls, fi-
nancial systems, accounting, and other areas
as the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget may designate. In carrying out
the preceding sentence, each’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘areas
and’’ before ‘‘systems’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) in clause (iii), by striking “‘and’ at the
end;

(IT) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘perform-
ance;”’ and inserting ‘‘performance and inte-
gration of performance and cost information;
and’’; and

(ITI) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(v) annual agency financial statements
prepared in accordance with United States
generally accepted accounting principles;’’;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (8) as para-

graph (10);

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (b)
through (7) as paragraphs (6) through (8), re-
spectively;

(E) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(5) prepare, in consultation with financial
management and other appropriate experts,
an agency plan to implement the 4-year fi-
nancial management plan prepared by the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget under section 3512(a)(2) of this title
and to achieve and sustain effective financial
management in the agency, which shall—

“(A) be completed within 90 days of the
issuance of a governmentwide plan under
section 3512(a)(2) of this title;

‘“(B) be revised as determined necessary by
the Chief Financial Officer;

‘(C) include performance-based financial
management metrics against which the fi-
nancial management performance of the
agency shall be assessed; and

‘(D) be submitted upon completion or revi-
sion to the head of the agency, the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget, the
Comptroller General, and appropriate com-
mittees of Congress, and be made publicly
available;’’;

(F) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking subparagraph (A);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (E) as subparagraphs (A) through
(D), respectively; and

(iii) in subparagraph (C), as so redesig-
nated, by adding ‘‘and” at the end;

(G) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“‘and the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget,”’” and insert-
ing ‘‘, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the Comptroller General,
and appropriate committees of Congress,
which shall be made publicly available and’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘agen-
cy;”’ and inserting ‘‘agency, including—

‘“(i) the progress of the agency in imple-
menting the agency plan described in para-
graph (5);

‘(i) the progress of the agency in imple-
menting the governmentwide 4-year finan-
cial management plan prepared by the Direc-
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tor of the Office of Management and Budget
under section 3512(a)(2) of this title; and

¢(iii) the performance of the agency
against financial management metrics estab-
lished by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget;”’; and

(iii) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) by striking ‘‘of the reports’ and insert-
ing ‘‘of—

‘(i) the reports’’;

(IT) in clause (i), as so designated, by strik-
ing ‘‘the amendments made by the Federal
Managers’ Financial Integrity Act of 1982
(Public law 97-255); and” and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 3512(d) of this title;”’; and

(IIT) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) agency spending data published under
the Federal Funding Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101
note); and

¢‘(iii) the reporting of the agency under the
Federal Financial Management Improve-
ment Act of 1996 (31 U.S.C. 3512 note); and’’;

(H) in paragraph (8), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking ‘‘monitor the’” and insert
“manage the formulation and’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘, and prepare and submit
to the head of the agency timely perform-
ance reports; and” and inserting a semi-
colon;

(I) by inserting after paragraph (8), as so
redesignated, the following:

‘“(9) be responsible for linking performance
and cost information, including the prepara-
tion and submission to the head of the agen-
cy of timely performance reports that incor-
porate cost information;’’;

(J) in paragraph (10), as so redesignated—

(i) by inserting ‘‘inflation and’” before
‘“‘costs’’; and

(ii) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(K) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(11) coordinate with senior agency per-
sonnel, including the Chief Data Officer,
Chief Information Officer, Chief Performance
Officer, Chief Acquisition Officer, Chief Risk
Officer, and Chief Evaluation Officer of the
agency on—

‘“(A) the exercise of authorities under this
subsection; and

‘“(B) the strategic planning, performance
measurement and reporting, and risk man-
agement functions of the agency.”’; and

(2) in section 903—

(A) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and
who shall assist the agency Chief Financial
Officer in the performance of each of the du-
ties of the agency Chief Financial Officer
under this chapter’ after ‘“‘matters’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(c) Notwithstanding subchapter III of
chapter 33 of title 5, in the event of a va-
cancy in the position of Chief Financial Offi-
cer of an agency, the Deputy Chief Financial
Officer of the agency shall serve as the act-
ing Chief Financial Officer.”.

(¢) GOVERNMENTWIDE FINANCIAL MANAGE-
MENT PLAN.—Section 3512 of title 31, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘a finan-
cial management status report and a govern-
mentwide b5-year financial management
plan’ and inserting ‘‘a governmentwide 4-
year financial management plan and a finan-
cial management status report’’;

(B) by striking paragraph (2);

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2);

(D) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘5-year’ and inserting ‘‘4-
year’’;

(IT) by striking ‘‘shall describe’’ and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘shall—

‘(1) describe’’;
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(IIT) in clause (i), as so designated, by
striking ‘5 fiscal years to improve the finan-
cial management of the Federal Govern-
ment.” and inserting ‘‘4 fiscal years to im-
prove the financial management of the Fed-
eral Government in a manner that is stra-
tegic, comprehensive, and cost-effective;
and’’; and

(IV) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(ii) be developed in consultation with the
Chief Financial Officers Council, the Chief
Information Officers Council, the Chief Data
Officer Council, the Chief Acquisition Offi-
cers Council, the Council of the Inspectors
General on Integrity and Efficiency, the
Government Accountability Office, and, as
appropriate, other councils and financial
management experts.”’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘5-year’ and inserting ‘‘4-year’’;

(IT) in clause (iii)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘for developing’ and in-
serting ‘‘for improving financial manage-
ment systems, including—

‘(D) developing’’; and

(bb) by adding at the end the following:

““(IT) linking performance and cost infor-
mation to facilitate effective and efficient
decision making;

‘“(III) eliminating duplicative and unneces-
sary systems and activities; and

“(IV) identifying opportunities for agen-
cies to share systems and services and en-
couraging agencies to do so where prac-
ticable;”’;

(IIT) by striking clause (iv);

(IV) by redesignating clause (v) as clause
iv);

(V) by inserting after clause (iv), as so re-
designated, the following:

‘“(v) provide a strategy for reporting per-
formance and cost information;”’;

(VD) in clause (vi), by striking ‘‘5-year’ and
inserting ‘‘4-year’’;

(VIID) in clause (vii), by striking ‘‘identify”’
and inserting ‘‘provide a strategy for
strengthening the Federal financial manage-
ment workforce, including identification of”’;

(VIII) in clause (viii), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(IX) by redesignating clause (ix) as clause
(x);

(X) by inserting after clause (viii) the fol-
lowing:

‘(ix) include comprehensive financial man-
agement performance-based metrics against
which the financial management perform-
ance of executive agencies can be assessed;
and’’; and

(XI) in clause (x), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘5-year’’ and inserting ‘‘4-year’’;

(E) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

““(3) A financial management status report
under this subsection shall include—

‘““(A) a description and analysis of the sta-
tus of financial management in the execu-
tive branch, including the progress made to-
wards implementing the governmentwide 4-
year financial management plan, the status
of remaining challenges, and, as necessary
based on obligations or expenditures, any up-
dates or revisions to the cost estimates in-
cluded in the most recent governmentwide 4-
year financial management plan;

“(B) a summary of the performance of
agencies against the metrics developed and
identified by the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget in the government-
wide 4-year financial management plan;

“(C) a summary of the most recently com-
pleted financial statements—

‘(i) of Federal agencies under section 3515
of this title; and

‘‘(ii) of Government corporations;
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(D) a summary of the most recently com-
pleted financial statement audits and re-
ports—

‘(i) of Federal agencies under subsections
(e) and (f) of section 3521 of this title; and

‘“(ii) of Government corporations;

‘“(E) a summary of reports on internal ac-
counting and administrative control systems
submitted to the President and Congress
under subsection (d);

‘(F) a listing of agencies whose financial
management systems do not comply sub-
stantially with the requirements of section
803(a) of the Federal Financial Management
Improvement Act of 1996 (31 U.S.C. 3512
note), and a summary statement of the ef-
forts underway to remedy the noncompli-
ance; and

‘(G) any other information the Director
considers appropriate to fully inform Con-
gress regarding the financial management of
the Federal Government.’’;

(F) in paragraph (4)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking ‘15 months after the date of
the enactment of this subsection” and in-
serting ‘‘6 months after the date of enact-
ment of the Improving Federal Financial
Management Act’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘5-year’ and inserting ‘‘4-
year’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (i)—

(aa) by striking ‘“‘Not later than January 31
of each year thereafter’” and inserting ‘At a
minimum, concurrently with the submission
of the budget of the United States Govern-
ment under section 1105(a) of this title made
in the first full fiscal year following any year
in which the term of the President com-
mences under section 101 of title 3"’;

(bb) by striking ‘‘financial management
status report and a revised governmentwide
b-year’” and inserting ‘‘governmentwide 4-
year’’; and

(cc) by striking ‘5 fiscal years’” and all
that follows through the period at the end
and inserting ‘‘4 fiscal years.”’; and

(IT) in clause (ii)—

(aa) by striking ‘“‘revised governmentwide
5-year’” and inserting ‘‘governmentwide 4-
year’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘paragraph (3)(B)(viii)”’
and inserting ‘‘paragraph (2)(B)(viii)”’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(C) Each year, concurrently with the sub-
mission of the budget of the United States
Government under section 1105(a) of this
title, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress and the
Comptroller General a financial manage-
ment status report.”’; and

(G) by striking paragraph (5);

(2) in subsection (d)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘and”’
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(C) a separate report on the results of the
assessment and conclusion required under
subsection (e)(2).”’;

(3) by redesignating subsections (e), (f), and
(g) as subsections (f), (g), and (h), respec-
tively; and

(4) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(e) The head of each executive agency
shall—

‘(1) in establishing the internal accounting
and administrative controls under sub-
section (c), identify the key financial man-
agement information needed for effective fi-
nancial management and decision making;
and

‘(2) annually assess and make a conclusion
on the effectiveness of the internal controls
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of the executive agency over financial re-
porting and key financial management infor-
mation identified under paragraph (1).”.

(d) AUDITS BY AGENCIES.—Section 3521 of
title 31, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and adjusting the margins accordingly;

(B) by striking ‘‘(e) Each financial’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(e)(1) Each financial’’;

(C) in paragraph (1), as so designated, by
striking ‘‘standards—"’ and inserting ‘‘stand-
ards.”’; and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (1), as so
designated, the following:

‘“(2) As part of each audit under this sub-
section, the auditor shall—

‘““(A) evaluate the design of the internal
control of the agency over financial report-
ing and key financial information, as as-
sessed and reported on by the head of the
agency under section 3512(d)(2)(C) of this
title;

‘(B) determine whether
have been implemented;

‘“(C) for controls that are properly designed
and implemented, perform sufficient tests of
those controls to conclude whether the con-
trols are operating effectively, including suf-
ficient tests to support a low level of as-
sessed control risk; and

‘(D) communicate controls that the audi-
tor concludes are not suitably designed and
implemented or are not operating effec-
tively, as appropriate under applicable gen-
erally accepted government auditing stand-
ards.

‘(3) Audits under this subsection shall be
conducted—"’; and

(2) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘section
35612(a)(3)(B)(viii)” and inserting ‘‘section
3512(a)(2)(B)(viii)”.

(e) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 3348(e) of title 5, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by adding ‘‘or’” at the
end;

(2) by striking paragraph (4); and

(3) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (4).

those controls

SA 3473. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. PILOT PROGRAM FOR PROPERTY AC-
QUISITIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

(3) COVERED COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered community’’ means a local government
determined by the Administrator to be able
to meet relevant Federal and State statu-
tory and regulatory requirements for hazard
mitigation assistance—
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(A) with limited assistance from the State
in which the local government is located;
and

(B) for which the Administrator received
positive feedback from the State in which
the local government is located relating to
eligibility for the pilot program.

(4) LOCAL GOVERNMENT; STATE.—The terms
“local government’” and ‘‘State’” have the
meanings given those terms in section 102 of
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122).

(5) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
under subsection (b).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator
shall carry out a pilot program under which
covered communities may directly apply to
the Administrator for hazard mitigation as-
sistance for the purposes of property acquisi-
tion and structure demolition or relocation
assistance under section 404(b) of the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c(b)).

(¢) SELECTION.—

1) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining
whether a local government is a covered
community for purposes of the pilot pro-
gram, the Administrator shall—

(A) consult with the State in which the
local government is located before deter-
mining the suitability of the local govern-
ment for the pilot program; and

(B) provide a written justification to the
local government and the State in which the
local government is located for selecting or
not selecting the local government for the
pilot program, which shall be based on—

(i) the prior performance and current proc-
esses of the local government relating to
property acquisitions and other hazard miti-
gation projects;

(ii) the level of need in the local govern-
ment in conducting or completing future or
ongoing property acquisition and structure
demolition or relocation assistance projects;

(iii) the risks posed to the local govern-
ment by inclement weather; and

(iv) such other matters as the Adminis-
trator determines relevant.

(2) CRITERIA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
select not more than 2 local governments
from each Federal Emergency Management
Agency region to participate in the pilot pro-
gram.

(B) LIMITATION.—Not more than 1 local
government shall be selected from a State
within a Federal Emergency Management
Agency region.

(C) FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Administrator shall publish in
the Federal Register a notice detailing the
requirements for local governments seeking
to participate in the pilot program.

(3) LENGTH OF PARTICIPATION.—A covered
community may not participate in the pilot
program for a period of more than 48 months.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Administrator
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an annual report on the
effectiveness of the pilot program, which
shall include—

(1) a summary of the relevant characteris-
tics of covered communities selected for the
pilot program, including relevant demo-
graphic information, the number of prop-
erties in the covered community partici-
pating in the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram, and whether each covered community
was frequently impacted by other, non-flood-
ing-related major disasters;

(2) a determination of whether the pilot
program significantly expedited the property
acquisition process of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency in covered com-
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munities that participated in the pilot pro-
gram;

(3) an evaluation of the problems, or poten-
tial problems, caused or likely to be caused
by permanently allowing covered commu-
nities to directly apply for hazard mitigation
assistance for the purposes of property ac-
quisition and structure demolition or reloca-
tion assistance under section 404(b) of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c(b)),
which shall be informed by—

(A) feedback from covered communities
participating in the pilot program;

(B) the States in which the covered com-
munities participating in the pilot program
are located; and

(C) such other factors as the Administrator
determines relevant; and

(4) an evaluation of whether the pilot pro-
gram should be made permanent, ended, or
extended for a certain period of time.

(e) TERMINATION.—The pilot program shall
terminate not later than 8 years after the
date on which the Administrator selects the
covered communities for participation in the
pilot program under subsection (c)(2).

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the
pilot program.

SA 3474. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

PROMOTING OPPORTUNITIES TO
WIDEN ELECTRICAL RESILIENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 403 of the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170b) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

““(e) ELECTRIC UTILITIES.—

‘(1) HAZARD MITIGATION ACTIVITIES.—An
electric utility may carry out cost-effective
hazard mitigation activities jointly or other-
wise in combination with activities for the
restoration of power carried out with assist-
ance provided under this section.

“(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADDITIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—In any case in which an electric util-
ity facility receives assistance under this
section for the emergency restoration of
power, the receipt of such assistance shall
not render such facility ineligible for any
hazard mitigation assistance under section
406 for which such facility is otherwise eligi-
ble.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall only apply to
amounts appropriated on or after the date of
enactment of this Act.

SA 3475. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
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SEC. 1067. GUIDANCE CLARITY STATEMENT RE-
QUIRED.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Each agency, as defined
in section 5561 of title 5, United States Code,
shall include a guidance clarity statement as
described in subsection (b) on any guidance
issued by that agency under section
553(b)(4)(A) of title 5, United States Code, on
and after the date that is 30 days after the
date on which the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget issues the guidance
required under subsection (c).

(b) GUIDANCE CLARITY STATEMENT.—A guid-
ance clarity statement required under sub-
section (a) shall—

(1) be displayed prominently on the first
page of the document; and

(2) include the following: ‘“The contents of
this document do not have the force and ef-
fect of law and do not, of themselves, bind
the public or the agency. This document is
intended only to provide clarity to the public
regarding existing requirements under the
law or agency policies.”.

(¢c) OMB GUIDANCE.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall issue guidance to implement
this Act.

SA 3476. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle I—Joint Cargo Scanning
SECTION 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the
“Strengthening Security Through Joint
Cargo Scanning Act’’.

SEC. 1092. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(E) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives;

(F) the Committee on Ways and Means of
the House of Representatives;

(G) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(H) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Homeland Security.
SEC. 1093. COLLABORATION INVOLVING

SCANNED IMAGES FROM CERTAIN
PORTS OF ENTRY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, may
establish, pursuant to a bilateral agreement
with a foreign government, a b5-year pilot
program to improve border security in the
United States through the analysis of mani-
fest data and images of cargo and convey-
ances captured by non-intrusive scanning
technologies deployed at designated foreign
ports of entry.

(b) PILOT PARTICIPANTS.—The pilot pro-
gram may be staffed by approved law en-
forcement officers from—
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(1) U.S. Customs and Border Protection;

(2) U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment;

(3) any other Federal law enforcement
agency, as appropriate, that has been des-
ignated as a pilot program participant by the
Secretary; and

(4) appropriate law enforcement agencies
of foreign government that are members of a
vetted unit established by the United States
Government.

(c) PiLOoT LOCATION.—The United States
Government, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, shall carry out the analysis function
of the pilot program authorized under sub-
section (a) at the National Targeting Center
operated by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion.

(d) MANIFEST DATA.—To the greatest ex-
tent practicable, the pilot shall allow for the
sharing of manifest data from the designated
foreign ports of entry with U.S. Customs and
Border Protection for the purpose of car-
rying out the pilot program authorized under
subsection (a).

(e) PROHIBITION ON FOREIGN PARTICIPA-
TION.—The pilot program authorized under
subsection (a) shall require participating for-
eign governments to prohibit—

(1) the handling of, access to, and analysis
of any manifest data or images generated
from non-intrusive inspection technologies
by any law enforcement officer of the foreign
government;

(2) the processing of data to carry out the
pilot program through any hardware or soft-
ware that does not meet the requirements
established by the Secretary.

(3) the acquisition of hardware, software,
or commercial off-the-shelf solutions by the
United States Government or a participating
foreign government that is produced by any
entity designated on the entity list adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Industry and Security
at the Department of Commerce.

(f) PARTICIPATING PORTS OF ENTRY.—The
pilot program authorized under subsection
(a) shall designate 5 ports of entry in the
participating foreign country through which
cargo and conveyances are transported from
a participating foreign country to the United
States, including at least 1 international rail
crossing and 2 land ports of entry.

(g) PrIVACY, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND CIVIL LIB-
ERTIES.—The Secretary, or the designee of
the Secretary, shall specify training require-
ments for all United States Government per-
sonnel who participate in the pilot program
authorized under subsection (a) to guarantee
the protection of civil rights, civil liberties,
and privacy of all individuals within the ju-
risdiction of the United States, in accord-
ance with Federal law.

(h) QUARTERLY CONGRESSIONAL BRIEF-
INGS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, and every 90
days thereafter, the Secretary, or the Sec-
retary’s designee, shall brief the appropriate
congressional committees regarding the im-
plementation of this Act.

(i) BILATERAL AGREEMENT.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 30 days
after the execution of any bilateral agree-
ment to carry out the pilot program estab-
lished pursuant to subsection (a), the Sec-
retary, or the Secretary’s designee, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees—

(A) an unredacted copy of such agreement;
and

(B) a written description of the elements
and scope of the pilot program.

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 7 days after
submitting the report required under para-
graph (1), the Secretary, or the Secretary’s
designee, shall brief the appropriate congres-
sional committees regarding the implemen-
tation of the agreement referred to in para-
graph (1).
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(3) FOrRM.—The agreement and written de-
scription contained in the report submitted
pursuant to paragraph (1) and the briefing
provided pursuant to paragraph (2) may be in
classified form to protect national security
or to comply with any applicable Federal
law.

(j) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter while the pilot
program established pursuant to subsection
(a) is operational, the Secretary shall submit
a report to the appropriate congressional
committees that includes, with respect to
the reporting period—

(A) the number of United States Govern-
ment law enforcement personnel who are au-
thorized to participate in the pilot program,
disaggregated by Federal department or
agency;

(B) the name and type of ports of entry
that are authorized participate in the pilot
program;

(C) the total amount of cargo and convey-
ances flowing through the ports of entry that
are authorized to participate in the pilot
program, disaggregated by—

(i) the direction of travel (whether into the
United States from a participating foreign
country or away from the United States to a
participating foreign country); and

(ii) by port of entry;

(D) the total number and percentage of
total cargo and conveyances that were
scanned by non-intrusive inspection tech-
nology at ports of entry authorized to par-
ticipate in the pilot program, disaggregated
by port of entry;

(E) the total number and percentage of
manifests and underlying manifest data ana-
lyzed by law enforcement personnel under
the pilot program;

(F) the number of identified anomalies in
the images generated by non-intrusive in-
spection technologies at ports of entry au-
thorized to participate in the pilot program,
disaggregated by port of entry;

(G) the number of anomalies in the mani-
fests and underlying manifest data analyzed
by law enforcement personnel under the
pilot program, disaggregated by originating
port of entry of such cargo and conveyance;

(H) the total number of seizures of contra-
band, persons seeking to unlawfully enter
the United States, or illicitly concealed mer-
chandise, including illicit drugs or terrorist
weapons, resulting from the analysis of im-
ages captured by non-intrusive inspection
technologies at a participating port of entry
under the pilot program, disaggregated by
originating port of entry; and

(I) the total number of seizures of contra-
band, persons seeking to unlawfully enter
the United States, or illicitly concealed mer-
chandise, including illicit drugs or terrorist
weapons, resulting from the analysis of
manifest data by law enforcement personnel
of a participating foreign country,
disaggregated by originating port of entry.

(2) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in an unclassi-
fied format, but may include a classified
annex.

(k) ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the termination of the pilot program
established pursuant to subsection (a), the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees containing an assess-
ment of the pilot program, including—

(A) the methodology used by the Secretary
and the participating foreign government to
identify participating ports of entry;

(B) whether the pilot program strength-
ened the border security of the United
States;
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(C) whether the pilot program increased
the interdiction of contraband, persons seek-
ing to unlawfully enter the United States, or
illicitly concealed merchandise, including il-
licit drugs or terrorist weapons at partici-
pating ports of entry;

(D) any security concerns regarding the de-
ployment of any United States Government-
owned hardware or software assets in the
participating foreign country;

(E) any security concerns regarding the ac-
cess to data under the pilot program by par-
ticipating foreign government law enforce-
ment personnel;

(F') whether the pilot program meaning-
fully increased throughput at participating
ports of entry;

(G) the impact of the pilot program on
United States businesses and foreign busi-
nesses that carry out international trade at
participating ports of entry;

(H) whether additional measures could en-
sure that the pilot program facilitates the
seizure of contraband, persons seeking to un-
lawfully enter the United States, or illicitly
concealed merchandise, including illicit
drugs or terrorist weapons, at participating
ports of entry; and

(I) whether additional measures could en-
sure that the pilot program mitigates any
impacts referred to in subparagraph (G).

(2) ACCESS TO DATA.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral shall have ongoing access to any data
necessary to complete the assessment re-
quired under paragraph (1) on time.

(3) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS BY COMPTROLLER
GENERAL.—Not less frequently than once
every 90 days while the pilot program is
operational, the Comptroller General, or the
Comptroller General’s designee, shall brief
the appropriate congressional committees
regarding the progress towards completing
the assessment required under paragraph (1).

SA 3477. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. EARLY MIGRATION ALERT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title IV of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
251 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 448. EARLY MIGRATION ALERT PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Department a program to be known as
the ‘Early Migration Alert Program’ (re-
ferred to in this section as ‘EMAP’).

‘““(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of EMAP
are—

‘(1) to lead the Department’s dissemina-
tion of information relating to the move-
ment and release of aliens into the United
States; and

‘“(2) to formalize partnerships with re-
gional stakeholders to integrate, analyze,
and disseminate information relating to the
movement and release of aliens into the
United States.

“‘(c) INFORMATION SHARING.—

‘(1) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 24 hours
before releasing an alien into the United
States, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
acting through the Commissioner of U.S.
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Customs and Border Protection and the Di-
rector of U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, shall provide to State, local,
Tribal, and territorial government personnel
in the relevant jurisdiction information re-
lating to the number of such aliens to be re-
leased, the number of such aliens with
known criminal histories, the initial des-
tinations of such aliens, and the final des-
tinations where such aliens intend to settle.

‘(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subparagraph (A) may be construed to re-
quire U.S. Customs and Border Protection or
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
to detain an alien any longer than required
by law.

‘“(2) ELECTRONIC MAIL NOTIFICATION SERV-
ICE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Commissioner of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection and the Director of
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
shall take such actions as are necessary to
develop an electronic mail notification sys-
tem and a list of State, local, Tribal, and ter-
ritorial government personnel who may re-
ceive information under paragraph (1).

‘“(B) DELIVERY.—Information under para-
graph (1) may be provided via the electronic
mail notification system under subparagraph
(A) only if a verified official government
email address of the receiving jurisdiction is
on file with EMAP.

‘(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect and apply with respect to any
alien who is apprehended or released on or
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion.

‘“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated
$400,000 for each of fiscal years 2026 and 2027
to carry out this section.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 447 the fol-
lowing new item:

‘“‘Sec. 448. Early Migration Alert Program.”.

SA 3478. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ASSESSMENT OF AND REPORT ON
COAST GUARD CAPABILITIES FOR
SECURING MARITIME BORDER.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant of the
Coast Guard (referred to this section as the
“Commandant’’), in consultation with the
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall conduct an assess-
ment of the current and future capabilities
of the Coast Guard for executing the Coast
Guard’s homeland security, defense, and in-
telligence missions relating to securing the
maritime border of the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An identification of the resources nec-
essary to carry out the homeland security,
defense, and intelligence missions of the
Coast Guard relating to securing the mari-
time border of the United States, including
personnel, equipment, technology, supplies,
storage, and maintenance needs.
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(B) A review of the capabilities of the
Coast Guard with respect to such missions,
including—

(i) in the air, land, sea, and cyber domains;
and

(ii) with respect to the intelligence, sur-
veillance, and reconnaissance abilities of the
Coast Guard.

(C) A description of any capability gap or
shortfall that affects, or will affect, the abil-
ity of the Coast Guard to secure the mari-
time border of the United States.

(D) A discussion of any acquisition chal-
lenge that contributes to such a gap or
shortfall.

(E) A review of the interoperability of
Coast Guard capabilities with systems, plat-
forms, and programs of the Navy, including
an assessment as to whether increased such
interoperability would improve the ability of
the Coast Guard to secure the maritime bor-
der.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commandant shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on
the findings of the assessment conducted
under subsection (a) that includes—

(A) an identification of any capability gap
with respect to executing the mission of the
Coast Guard to secure the maritime border
of the United States; and

(B) any concern or other matter the Com-
mandant considers appropriate.

(2) ForRM.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but, to the extent required to ensure
accuracy and completeness, may include a
classified annex.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which the report required by sub-
section (b) is submitted, and annually there-
after, the Commandant shall provide the ap-
propriate committees of Congress with a
briefing on the steps the Commandant is
taking to address any capability gap or con-
cern identified in the report.

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’ means—

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, the Committee on
Appropriations, the Committee on Armed
Services, and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security,
the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services; and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives.

SA 3479. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
Subtitle I—Border Drone Threat Assessment
SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Border
Drone Threat Assessment Act”

SEC. 1092. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’”” means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—
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(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence
of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(D) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate;

(E) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(F) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(G) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives;

(H) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives;

(I) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives;

(J) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives;

(K) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives;

(L) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(M) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives.

(3) AT OR NEAR THE INTERNATIONAL BORDERS
OF THE UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘at or near
the international borders of the United
States’” means at or within 100 air miles of
an international land border or coastal bor-
der of the United States.

(4) COMMANDER.—The term ‘‘Commander’’
means the Commander of the United States
Northern Command (USNORTHCOM).

(5) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of National Intelligence.

(6) FOREIGN MALIGN INFLUENCE.—The term
“foreign malign influence’ has the meaning
given such term in section 119B(f) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3059(f)).

(7) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
“intelligence community’’ has the meaning
given such term in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(8) MALIGN ACTOR.—The term ‘‘malign
actor’” means any individual, group, or orga-
nization that is engaged in foreign malign
influence, illicit drug trafficking, or other
forms of transnational organized crime.

(9) TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME.—The
term ‘‘transnational organized crime’ has
the meaning given such term in section 284(i)
of title 10, United States Code.

(10) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under
Secretary’”’ means the Under Secretary for
Intelligence and Analysis of the Department
of Homeland Security.

(11) UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—The
term ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense’” means
the Under Secretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence and Security.

(12) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT; UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEM.—The terms ‘“‘unmanned air-
craft’” and ‘“‘unmanned aircraft system’ have
the meanings given such terms in section
44801 of title 49, United States Code.

SEC. 1093. THREAT ASSESSMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary of Defense, in consulta-
tion with the Commander, the Director, the
Under Secretary, the Administrator, and the
heads of the other elements of the intel-
ligence community, shall complete an as-
sessment of the threat regarding unmanned
aircraft systems at or near the international
borders of the United States.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The threat assessment re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a description of the malign actors oper-
ating unmanned aircraft systems at or near
the international borders of the United
States, including malign actors who cross
such borders;

(2) a description of how a threat is identi-
fied and assessed at or near the international
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borders of the United States, including a de-
scription of the capabilities of the United
States Government to detect and identify
unmanned aircraft systems operated by, or
on behalf of, malign actors;

(3) a description of the data and informa-
tion collected by operators of unmanned air-
craft systems at or near the international
borders of the United States, including how
such data is used by malign actors;

(4) a description of the tactics, techniques,
and procedures used at or near the inter-
national borders of the United States by ma-
lign actors with regards to unmanned air-
craft systems, including how unmanned air-
craft systems are acquired, modified, and
utilized to conduct malicious activities, in-
cluding attacks, surveillance, conveyance of
contraband, and other forms of threats;

(5) a description of the guidance, policies,
and procedures that address the privacy,
civil rights, and civil liberties of persons who
lawfully operate unmanned aircraft systems
at or near the international borders of the
United States;

(6) a description of the capabilities of the
United States Government to counter, con-
tain, trace, defeat, or otherwise mitigate
threats from unmanned aircraft systems op-
erated by malign actors at or near the inter-
national borders of the United States;

(7) an assessment of whether the capabili-
ties of the United States Government are
sufficient for achieving complete air domain
awareness at or near the international bor-
ders of the United States; and

(8) an assessment of the adequacy of cur-
rent authorities of the United States Gov-
ernment to counter the use of unmanned air-
craft systems by malign actors at or near
the international borders of the United
States, including an accounting of the delin-
eated responsibilities of Federal agencies to
counter, contain, trace, or defeat unmanned
aircraft systems at or near the international
borders of the United States.

SEC. 1094. REPORT AND BRIEFING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after completing the threat assessment re-
quired under section 2092, the Under Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the
Commander, the Director, the Under Sec-
retary, and the Administrator, shall submit
a report to the appropriate congressional
committees containing findings with respect
to such assessment.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a detailed description of the threats
posed to the national security of the United
States by unmanned aircraft systems oper-
ated by malign actors at or near the inter-
national borders of the United States;

(2) a summary of the current responsibil-
ities, authorities, regulations, policies, and
procedures of the United States Government
for achieving air domain awareness at and
near the international borders of the United
States and countering and defeating un-
manned aircraft systems used by malign ac-
tors along such borders; and

(3) an assessment of whether a change in
authorities or additional authorities or re-
sources are necessary to achieve complete
air domain awareness at or near inter-
national borders of the United States and to
counter and defeat unmanned aircraft sys-
tems used by malign actors along such bor-
ders.

(c) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex, as
appropriate.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the submission of the report required under
subsection (a), the Under Secretary of De-
fense shall provide a briefing regarding the
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report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees.

SA 3480. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
SEC. 1067. ELECTRONIC VISA UPDATE SYSTEM
AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall oper-
ate and maintain the electronic visa update
system established under the final rule of
the Department of Homeland Security enti-
tled ‘‘Establishment of the Electronic Visa
Update System (EVUS)” (81 Fed. Reg. 203
(October 20, 2016)) (referred to in this section
as the ‘“‘System’) for the purpose of col-
lecting from each designated alien such bio-
graphical, travel, and other information as
the Secretary considers necessary.

(b) DESIGNATION OF NONIMMIGRANT CAT-
EGORIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate 1 or more nonimmigrant categories
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) for purposes of participa-
tion in the System by designated aliens.

(2) CRITERIA.—In determining whether to
designate a nonimmigrant category under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall take into
consideration the following:

(A) The rate by which nonimmigrants in
such category overstay their visas.

(B) The rate by which nonimmigrants in
such category comply with the requirements
of their visas.

(C) The national security interests and
public safety of the United States.

(3) NOTICE.—On designation of a non-
immigrant category under this subsection,
the Secretary shall publish notice of the des-
ignation in the Federal Register.

(¢) DESIGNATION OF COUNTRIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, shall
designate 1 or more countries for purposes of
participation in the System by designated
aliens if such country—

(A) has a visa overstay rate that exceeds
the rate established pursuant to subpara-
graph (C) of section 217(c)(8) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)(8))
or a visa refusal rate that exceeds the cri-
teria described in subparagraph (A) of that
section; and

(B) is not a member of the visa waiver pro-
gram under section 217 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187).

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining
whether to designate a country under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall take into con-
sideration the following:

(A) The number and validity period of
United States visas issued to nationals of
such country.

(B) Any public safety or national security
threat posed by nationals of such country to
the United States.

(C) With respect to citizens of the United
States who are present in such country pur-
suant to nonimmigrant visas, or the equiva-
lent, issued by such country, any require-
ment that such citizens share biographical,
travel, or other information with the govern-
ment of such country.

(D) With respect to nationals of such coun-
try who have been ordered removed from the
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United States, the number of such nationals
such country has refused to accept or with
respect to whom has unreasonably delayed
the return.

(3) PUBLICATION.—On designation of a coun-
try under this subsection, the Secretary
shall publish notice of the designation in the
Federal Register.

(d) REQUIRED USE OF SYSTEM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (6), a
designated alien shall—

(A) not later than 5 days after the date on
which a nonimmigrant visa is issued to the
designated alien, enroll in the System; and

(B) not more frequently than every 180
days, as required by the Secretary, submit to
the System—

(i) such biographical, travel, and other in-
formation as the Secretary may require; and

(ii) a copy of the designated alien’s pass-
port or other government-issued document
establishing the citizenship or nationality of
the designated alien.

(2) OTHER SUBMISSIONS.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary may, at any
time, require a designated alien to submit
the items described in clauses (i) and (ii) of
that paragraph if the Secretary determines
that such submission is required due to the
discovery of new derogatory information re-
garding such designated alien or if the sub-
mission of such items is in the national secu-
rity interests of the United States.

(3) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall pub-
lish in the Federal Register notice of—

(A) the requirements for the submission of
information under paragraph (1), including—

(i) associated timelines; and

(ii) a list of circumstances in which a des-
ignated alien shall be required to update in-
formation in the System; and

(B) any updates to such requirements.

(4) NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a des-
ignated alien who has complied with para-
graph (1)(A), the Secretary shall ensure that,
not less than 72 hours after the time at
which the designated alien so complied, the
designated alien receives a confirmation of
compliance.

(B) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish, by regulation, procedures requiring
a designated alien to timely submit to a car-
rier traveling to the United States a notice
of compliance before the designated alien
may board the carrier.

(5) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days
after making a finding of noncompliance, the
Secretary shall issue a notice of noncompli-
ance to, and revoke the visa of, a designated
alien who—

(i) fails to comply with paragraph (1), ex-
cept to the extent provided in subparagraph
B)1);

(ii) submits fraudulent information under
that paragraph; or

(iii) remains in the United States after the
date on which the designated alien’s period
of authorized stay or visa validity period has
expired.

(B) SUBMISSION OF INACCURATE INFORMA-
TION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a designated
alien who is issued a notice of noncompli-
ance under subparagraph (A)(i) due to sub-
mission of inaccurate information—

(I) the Secretary shall—

(aa) issue to the designated alien a notice
of noncompliance;

(bb) revoke the visa of the designated
alien; and

(cc) provide the designated alien with an
opportunity to correct the inaccurate infor-
mation; and

(IT) not later than 14 days after the date of
issuance of the notice of noncompliance, the
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designated alien may correct the inaccurate
information concerned.

(ii) RESCISSION OF REVOCATION.—The Sec-
retary may rescind a revocation under clause
(i) if the designated alien corrects, to the
satisfaction of the Secretary, the inaccurate
information submitted to the System.

(C) DATE OF ISSUANCE OF NOTICE OF NON-
COMPLIANCE.—For purposes of this para-
graph, a notice of noncompliance shall be
considered to be issued to a designated alien
on the date on which such notice is sent to
the last known address of the designated
alien.

(6) TRANSITION PERIOD.—In the case of an
alien admitted to the United States in a non-
immigrant category that is subsequently
designated under subsection (b) after the
alien’s date of admission or in the case of an
alien admitted to the United States in a non-
immigrant category designated under sub-
section (b) who holds a passport from a coun-
try that is subsequently designated under
subsection (c) after the alien’s date of admis-
sion, such alien shall enroll in the System
not later than the earlier of—

(A) the date that is 60 days after the date
of the applicable designation; or

(B) 5 days after the date on which half of
the alien’s period of authorized stay remains.

(e) FEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

(A) charge designated aliens a fee for the
use of the System; and

(B) not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, commence assess-
ment and collection of such fee.

(2) AMOUNT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The fee charged under
paragraph (1) shall be not less than $10.00 for
each use of the System.

(B) ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary—

(i) may adjust such fee to ensure recovery
of the full direct costs to the Department of
Homeland Security of operating and main-
taining the System; and

(ii) not less than 30 days before the effec-
tive date of any such adjustment, shall pub-
lish in the Federal Register notice of the ad-
justment.

(3) ACCOUNT FOR COLLECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, there is
established in the Treasury of the United
States a separate account, to be known as
the ‘‘Electronic Visa Update System Ac-
count’’, into which amounts collected under
this subsection shall be deposited and made
exclusively available for expenses incurred
by the Department of Homeland Security in
carrying out this section. Amounts so cred-
ited shall remain available until expended,
without fiscal year limitation, and shall be
available in addition to any other appro-
priated funds.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that
contains the following:

(A) The number of aliens who have re-
ceived a notification of compliance under the
final rule of the Department of Homeland
Security entitled ‘‘Establishment of the
Electronic Visa Update System (EVUS)” (81
Fed. Reg. 203 (October 20, 2016)) since the
date on which such final rule was issued.

(B) The number of aliens who have received
a notification of noncompliance under such
final rule.

(C) The number of aliens who received such
a notification of noncompliance but whose
visa was not revoked.

(D) The number of aliens who—

(i) received such a notification of non-
compliance; but
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(ii) were permitted to board a carrier trav-
eling to the United States or were admitted
to the United States.

(E) The number of aliens subject to such
final rule who did not timely depart the
United States on or before the date on which
their period of authorized stay or visa valid-
ity period expires.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report that contains, for each of
the most recent 5 fiscal years, the following:

(A) An identification of the countries and
nonimmigrant visa categories that have been
designated under this section.

(B) The number of designated aliens who
have received a notification of compliance
under this section.

(C) The number of designated aliens who
have received a notification of noncompli-
ance under this section.

(D) The number of designated aliens who
have received such a notification of non-
compliance but whose visa was not revoked.

(E) The number of designated aliens who—

(i) have received such a notification of
noncompliance; but

(ii) were permitted to board a carrier trav-
eling to the United States or were admitted
to the United States.

(F) The number of designated aliens who
did not timely depart the United States on
or before the date on which their period of
authorized stay or visa validity period ex-
pires.

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed as affecting
Department of Homeland Security or De-
partment of State regulations relating to the
System that is in effect as of the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, any term used in this sec-
tion that is used in the immigration laws
shall have the meaning given such term in
the immigration laws.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, the Committee on
the Judiciary, the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security,
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, the Committee on the Judiciary, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

(3) DESIGNATED ALIEN.—The term
ignated alien’” means an alien who—

(A) has been issued a visa for admission to
the United States as a nonimmigrant in a
nonimmigrant category designated by the
Secretary under subsection (b); or

(B) holds a passport, issued by a country
designated under subsection (c), that con-
tains such a visa.

(4) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immi-
gration laws’ has the meaning given such
term in section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)).

() SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Homeland Security.

SA 3481. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-

‘“des-
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tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. 7 . CONSCIENCE PROTECTIONS FOR
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES WHO
PROVIDE OR ASSIST WITH PROVI-
SION OF HEALTH CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall not take any adverse action against a
member of the Armed Forces who provides or
assists in the provision of health care for the
Department of Defense (including as a be-
havioral, mental, or physical health profes-
sional) on the basis that such member de-
clines to perform, assist, refer for, or other-
wise participate in a particular medical pro-
cedure, counseling activity, or course of
treatment because of a sincere religious be-
lief or moral conviction of such member or
because the particular medical procedure,
counseling activity, or course of treatment
would, in the professional medical judgment
of such member, be harmful to the patient.

(b) NoO IMPACT ON CARE.—The Secretary
shall ensure that no patient is unduly de-
layed in receiving any medically indicated
care they are otherwise eligible to receive,
including preventative, emergency, and rou-
tine care, because of compliance by the Sec-
retary with subsection (a).

(c) ADVERSE ACTION DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘adverse action’ includes any
adverse personnel action, discrimination, or
denial of promotion, schooling, training, or
assignment.

SA 3482. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XI, insert
the following:

SEC. . DEFINITION OF DEFENSE INDUS-

TRIAL BASE FACILITY FOR PUR-

POSES OF DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY.

Section 1125(c) of the National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (10

U.S.C. 1580 note prec.; Public Law 114-328) is

amended by inserting ‘“‘and includes sup-

porting units of a facility at an installation
or base’ after ‘“United States”.

SA 3483. Mr. McCORMICK submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 1012 and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 1012. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS IN THE
NATIONAL DEFENSE SEALIFT FUND

TO PURCHASE CERTAIN USED FOR-
EIGN CONSTRUCTED VESSELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2218 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting
‘“‘(other than an excluded vessel)’’ after ‘“‘any
used vessel’’;
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(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting
‘“‘(other than an excluded vessel)” after ‘‘a
used vessel’’;

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C) and in-
serting the following new subparagraph (C):

‘(C) The Secretary may only use the au-
thority under this paragraph to purchase
more than 10 foreign-constructed vessels if,
for each such vessel so purchased after the
tenth vessel, the Secretary purchases two
vessels under paragraph (4).”’;

(iv) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A)” and inserting ‘‘this para-
graph’’; and

(v) by striking subparagraph (E) and redes-
ignating subparagraphs (F) and (G) as sub-
paragraphs (E) and (F), respectively; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (4):

‘“(4) A vessel purchased under this para-
graph is a vessel—

““(A) purchased using funds in the National
Defense Sealift Fund;

‘(B) constructed in a ship yard located in
the United States; and

‘(C) the construction of which is managed
by a commercial vessel construction man-
ager.”’; and

(2) in subsection (k), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(6) The term ‘excluded vessel’ means a
vessel that was—

“‘(A) constructed or substantially modified
by an entity located in the People’s Republic
of China; or

‘“(B) constructed by a Chinese military
company, as such term is defined in section
1260H(d)(1) of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10
U.S.C. 113 note).”.

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 2218
of title 10, United States Code, as amended
by subsection (a), is further amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)(1)(D), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of
1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405)” and inserting ‘‘section
57100 of title 46”’;

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘section
1424(b) of Public Law 101-510 (104 Stat. 1683)”
and inserting ‘‘section 1424(b) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1991 (Public Law 101-510; 10 U.S.C. 8661
note)’’; and

(3) in subsection (k)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 1424 of Public Law 101-510 (104 Stat.
1683)" and inserting ‘‘section 1424 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 1991 (Public Law 101-510; 10 U.S.C. 8661
note)’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of
1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405)” and inserting ‘‘section
57100 of title 46”.

SA 3484. Mr. KELLY (for himself and
Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title IX, add the
following:

SEC. 923. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ADVISORY
SUBCOMMITTEE TO REVIEW TECH-
NOLOGIES, PROCESSES, AND IN-
VESTMENT RELATED TO COMBINED

JOINT ALL-DOMAIN COMMAND AND
CONTROL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense may establish a subcommittee (re-
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ferred to in this section as the ‘Sub-
committee’’) under the board of advisors es-
tablished pursuant to section 233 of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note) to review
technologies to achieve combined joint all-
domain command and control.

(b) MEMBERS.—The Subcommittee shall
consist of a subset of the members of the
board of advisors described in subsection (a).

(c) AREAS OF REVIEW.—The Subcommittee
may review the following:

(1) Processes for integrating joint effects
chains to support priority operational chal-
lenges.

(2) Data architectures, including potential
roles for artificial intelligence and machine
learning technologies.

(3) Methods for achieving a platform-ag-
nostic joint common operating picture
through data accessibility, interoperability,
and integration into combatant command
workflows, to assist the incorporation of
commercial communications technologies.

(4) Networking technologies, including po-
tential roles for artificial intelligence and
machine learning.

(5) Enterprise and edge cloud technologies.

(6) Interoperability technologies, including
software programs like the System-of-Sys-
tems Technology Integration Tool Chain for
Heterogeneous Electronic Systems (com-
monly referred to as “STITCHES”).

(7) Interoperability technologies to inte-
grate vehicles out of the Replicator project
with relevant battle networks.

(8) Any other matters determined relevant
by the Secretary of Defense.

(d) TERMINATION.—The Subcommittee shall
terminate on December 31, 2029.

SA 3485. Mr. REED submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act or any other Act may be
used to enter into a settlement agreement,
consent decree, or other agreement in a civil
action that would affect the classification or
regulation of, or otherwise preclude enforce-
ment of the law with regard to, any device
that meets the definition of the term ‘‘fire-
arm’’ under section 5845 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.

SA 3486. Mr. REED submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . EMPLOYEES FOR NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA-
TION ACTIVITIES.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, funds provided to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration by this Act
or any other Act for any fiscal year shall be
used to maintain not fewer than the number
of full-time permanent Federal employees
employed on September 30, 2024, for carrying
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out activities of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

SA 3487. Mr. MORAN (for himself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 350. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE FOR INTERGOV-
ERNMENTAL SUPPORT AGREE-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2679 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘provided
in subsection (a)”’ and inserting ‘‘under para-
graph (1)”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(5) In entering into or carrying out an
intergovernmental support agreement under
paragraph (1), the Secretary concerned or
the State, local, or tribal government, as the
case may be, may agree to partner or col-
laborate with another Federal agency or
agencies to provide, receive, or share instal-
lation-support services.”’;

(2) in subsection (c), by striking the first
sentence and inserting the following: ‘“To
pay the costs of installation-support services
under an intergovernmental support agree-
ment under this section, the Secretary con-
cerned may use funds available to the Sec-
retary concerned for operation and mainte-
nance, research, development, test, and eval-
uation, procurement of ammunition, or mili-
tary construction and may use non-appro-
priated funds available to the Secretary con-
cerned.’’;

(3) in subsection (e)(4), by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2025 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2030”’; and

(4) in subsection (f)(1), by inserting ‘, in-
cluding those for repair, construction, main-
tenance, or operation of a facility,” after
‘“for its own needs”’.

(b) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall carry out a pilot program under
which the Secretary may enter into not
more than one intergovernmental support
agreement under section 2679 of title 10,
United States Code, for each of the Army,
the Navy, and the Air Force for a term not
to exceed 20 years, notwithstanding the limi-
tation under subsection (a)(2)(A) of such sec-
tion.

SA 3488. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and
Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
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SEC. 1067. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO THE
CAMP LEJEUNE JUSTICE ACT OF
2022.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 804 of the Camp
Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671
note prec.) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘in the
United States District Court for the Eastern
District of North Carolina’’;

(2) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) BURDENS AND STANDARD OF PROOF.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The party filing an ac-
tion under this section shall be entitled to
appropriate relief upon showing—

“‘(A) the existence of 1 or more relation-
ships between the type of contaminant in
any water at Camp Lejeune and the type of
harm suffered by the individual harm; and

‘(B) that the individual was present at
Camp Lejeune for a period of not less than 30
days, whether or not consecutive.

‘“(2) EVIDENTIARY STANDARDS.—To dem-
onstrate the causal relationship described in
paragraph (1), a party shall produce evidence
showing that the relationship between expo-
sure to any level of contaminants of a type
in any water at Camp Lejeune and the type
of harm is—

““(A) sufficient to conclude that a causal
relationship exists; or

‘(B) sufficient to conclude that a causal
relationship is at least as likely as not.”’;

(3) by amending subsection (d) to read as
follows:

‘“(d) EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION AND VENUE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of North
Carolina shall have exclusive jurisdiction
and venue for coordinated or consolidated
pretrial administrative and procedural mat-
ters and resolution over any action filed
under subsection (b).

‘‘(2) TRANSFER.—A party filing an action
under subsection (b) may transfer such ac-
tion to the United States District Court for
the Middle District of North Carolina, the
United States District Court for the Western
District of North Carolina, or the United
States District Court for the District of
South Carolina for pretrial and trial of such
action, including the adjudication of all evi-
dentiary motions.

‘(3) JURY TRIAL.—Any action against the
United States under subsection (b) shall, at
the request of either party to such action, be
tried by the court with a jury.

‘“(4) EXPEDITED DISPOSITION.—The court
shall advance an action filed under sub-
section (b) on the docket, and expedite the
disposition of such action to the greatest ex-
tent possible.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

(k) ATTORNEY FEES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The total amount of at-
torneys fees under this section shall be in an
amount that is not more than—

““(A) 20 percent of any settlement entered
into before a civil action under subsection
(b) is commenced; or

‘“(B) 25 percent of any judgement rendered
or settlement entered into after a civil ac-
tion under subsection (b) is commenced.

‘(2) DIVISION OF FEES.—A division of a fee
under paragraph (1) between attorneys who
are not in the same firm may be made only
if the division is in proportion to the services
performed by each attorney.

‘“(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall prohibit an individual
or the legal representative of an individual
and such individual’s or representative’s at-
torney from agreeing to a fee award that is
less than the maximum percentage specified
in paragraph (1).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall take
effect as if enacted on August 10, 2022, and
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shall apply to any claim or action under sec-
tion 804 of the Camp Lejeune Justice Act of
2022 that is pending on, or filed on or after,
the date of enactment of this Act.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or an amendment made by this
section shall be construed to modify the ap-
plicability or statute of limitations provi-
sions under section 804(j) of the Camp
Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671
note prec.).

SA 3489. Mrs. BLACKBURN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. STUDY OF NATIONAL SECURITY RISKS

POSED BY CERTAIN ROUTERS AND
MODEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a study of the national security risks
and cybersecurity vulnerabilities posed by
consumer routers, modems, and devices that
combine a modem and router that are de-
signed, developed, manufactured, or supplied
by persons owned by, controlled by, or sub-
ject to the influence of a covered country.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a report on the results of the
study conducted under subsection (a).

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘covered
country’” means a country specified in sec-
tion 4872(f)(2) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce, in con-
sultation with the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Informa-
tion.

SA 3490. Mrs. BLACKBURN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. 2 . JOINT QUANTUM INFORMATION
SCIENCE DEFENSE TRANSITION AC-
TIVITIES.

Chapter 301 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after section 4001
the following new section:

“§4002. Joint quantum information science
defense transition activities

“‘(a) ACTIVITIES REQUIRED.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish a set of activities to accel-
erate the adoption and implementation
quantum information science technology
within the Department of Defense.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—Pursuant to the activities
established under paragraph (1), the Sec-
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retary, acting through the Principal Quan-
tum Advisor designated under subsection (b),
shall—

““(A) explore and identify quantum infor-
mation science technologies and use cases
that—

‘(i) have demonstrated value in advancing
the priorities and missions of the Depart-
ment; and

‘(ii) may be applied to address operational
problems;

‘‘(B) develop plans to transition such quan-
tum information science technologies from
the research and development phase to oper-
ational use within the Department, includ-
ing within each of the Armed Forces; and

‘(C) carry out such transition plans.

‘“(b) DESIGNATION OF PRINCIPAL QUANTUM
ADVISOR.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2026, the Secretary of Defense shall des-
ignate a senior official of the Department of
Defense to serve as the Principal Quantum
Advisor for the Department.

“4(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Principal
Quantum Advisor shall serve as the official
within the Department of Defense with prin-
cipal responsibility for—

‘“(A) coordinating activities relating to the
accelerated demonstration and transition of
quantum information science technologies
for applications specific to operational chal-
lenges faced by the Department;

‘“(B) coordinating, overseeing, and man-
aging the set of activities established under
subsection (a);

“(C) carrying out the activities described
in paragraphs (3) through (6); and

‘(D) carrying out such other duties relat-
ing to the development and implementation
of quantum information science technologies
as the Secretary may direct.

‘(3) DEFINING AND CODIFYING DEFENSE
QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE USE CASES.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Principal Quantum
Advisor shall—

‘(i) identify operational challenges faced
by the Department of Defense that have the
potential to be addressed through the use of
quantum information science-technology
based solutions, including solutions based on
the quantum information science technology
areas described subparagraph (C);

‘“(ii) for each such challenge, determine if
the implementation of a quantum informa-
tion science technology-based solution has
the potential to be significantly more effec-
tive at addressing such challenge compared
to a non-quantum information science tech-
nology-based solution, taking into account
the technology and manufacturing readiness
level of the quantum information science
technology-based solution;

‘‘(iii) for each potential quantum informa-
tion science technology-based solution iden-
tified under clause (ii), evaluate and deter-
mine the technology and manufacturing
readiness level of the solution taking into
account the current readiness level of such
solution—

‘(I) within the Department;

‘“(IT1) among other departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government;

‘(IT1I) among Five Eyes countries; and

“(IV) within academia and industry.

‘‘(iv) for each quantum information science
technology-based solution determined under
clause (iii) to have a technology and manu-
facturing readiness level of 5 or higher, begin
prototyping and evaluation activities of such
solution at scale in operationally relevant
environments by not later than the end of
fiscal year 2025; and

‘“(v) for each quantum information science
technology-based solution determined under
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clause (iii) to have a technology and manu-
facturing readiness level of 4 or lower, sub-
mit to Congress a plan for funding such solu-
tion over the period of five fiscal years fol-
lowing the date of the report using research,
development, test, and evaluation funds des-
ignated as budget activity 1 (basic research),
budget activity 2 (applied research), budget
activity 3 (advanced technology develop-
ment), or budget activity 4 (advanced compo-
nent development and prototypes) as those
budget activity classifications are set forth
in volume 2B, chapter 5 of the Department of
Defense Financial Management Regulation
(DOD 17000.14-R), or successor regulation.

‘‘(B) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this
paragraph, the Principal Quantum Advisor
shall coordinate with and seek input from
the Armed Forces and unified combatant
commands—

‘(i) to identify and better understand the
operational requirements of such Armed
Forces and commands; and

‘(ii) to ensure that the timeline for
transitioning any quantum information
science technology-based capability to oper-
ational use within the Armed Forces and
combatant commands aligns with—

‘(D) the plans of such Forces and com-
mands across the period covered by the fu-
ture-years defense program; and

‘“(ITI) the program objective memorandum
processes for such Forces and commands.

¢(C) QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE TECH-
NOLOGY AREAS DESCRIBED.—The quantum in-
formation science technology areas de-
scribed in this subparagraph are the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) Quantum sensing, including—

‘() alternative precision navigation and
timing;

‘(IT) undersea or underground detection;

‘(ITII) advanced intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance quantum imaging tech-
niques; and

‘“(IV) biomedical and health care.

‘(i) Quantum computing, including—

“(I) annealing;

“(IT) quantum-enabled machine learning;

“(I1I) simulation and optimization; and

“(IV) integrating quantum computing with
high-performance supercomputing.

‘‘(iii) Quantum annealing.

“(iv)  Quantum communications, net-
working, and mnetworked quantum com-
puters.

“(v) Quantum-enabled modeling and sim-
ulation.

‘“(vi) Hybrid quantum computing and the
integration of quantum and classical com-
puting components.

‘(vii) Such other quantum-enabled tech-
nologies as the Principal Quantum Advisor
considers appropriate.

‘“(4) ACCELERATION OF DEVELOPMENT AND
FIELDING OF QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE
TECHNOLOGIES.—The Principal Quantum Ad-
visor shall—

““(A) use the flexibility of regulations, per-
sonnel, acquisition, partnerships with indus-
try and academia, or other relevant policies
of the Department to accelerate the transi-
tion and fielding of quantum information
science technologies;

‘“(B) ensure engagement with combatant
commands, defense and private industries,
research universities, and unaffiliated, non-
profit research institutions on matters relat-
ing such quantum information science tech-
nologies; and

‘“(C) provide technical advice and support
organizations and elements of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including the Armed
Forces, to optimize the use of quantum in-
formation science technologies to meet mis-
sion requirements.

‘“(5) INDUSTRY AND ACADEMIA ENGAGE-
MENT.—
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‘“(A) INCLUSION IN CONSORTIUM.—The Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, shall ensure that the Principal
Quantum Advisor is included in the activi-
ties of the consortium established pursuant
to section 201(b) of the National Quantum
Initiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8831(b)).

“(B) OUTREACH ACTIVITIES.—Not less fre-
quently than once each quarter, the Prin-
cipal Quantum Advisor shall conduct out-
reach and engagement with industry and
academic leaders—

‘“(i) to educate organizations in the quan-
tum information science industrial base on
national security quantum information
science use cases and operational challenges
faced by the Department that have the po-
tential to be addressed through the use of
quantum information science technology-
based solutions as described in paragraph (3);

‘“(ii) to the extent determined appropriate
by the Principal Quantum Advisor, provide
industry with the opportunity to identify
quantum information science technology-
based solutions to operational challenges
faced by the Department;

‘‘(iii) to educate organizations in the De-
fense industrial base on near-term and com-
mercially available quantum information
science technology-based solutions that pro-
vide operationally relevant warfighting ca-
pabilities;

‘“(iv) to advance relevant quantum infor-
mation science supply chains and manufac-
turing capabilities within the United States
and among allies and partners of the United
States; and

“(v) to facilitate the commercialization of
quantum information science technology-
based solutions developed by the research
and engineering organizations of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

““(6) ALLIED QUANTUM ENHANCEMENT.—

“(A) ALIGNMENT WITH AUKUS EFFORTS.—
Based on the quantum information science

use cases identified under paragraph
(3)(A)(ii), the Principal Quantum Advisor
shall—

‘(i) identify areas in which the United
Kingdom and Australia, pursuant to Pillar IT
the partnership among Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States (commonly
known as ‘AUKUS’ ) are pursuing technology
aligned with such use cases; and

‘‘(i1) align Department research and devel-
opment and procurement funding in relation
to quantum information science tech-
nologies on accelerating opportunities where
Australia and the United Kingdom are pur-
suing such technologies.

“(B) MULTILATERAL AUKUS AND NATO MEET-
INGS.—The Principal Quantum Advisor shall
organize—

‘(i) a recurring multilateral meeting of
quantum technology experts from the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Australia
to facilitate information-sharing and plan-
ning relevant to quantum information
science technology and defense-specific use
cases for such technology; and

‘“(ii) a recurring multilateral meeting of
quantum technology experts from member
nations of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation to facilitate such information-sharing
and planning.

““(c) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

‘(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary shall
develop strategic plan to guide the develop-
ment, assessment, procurement, and imple-
mentation of quantum information science
technologies within the Department over the
period of five years following the date of the
plan.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

‘“(A) Plans for the continuous evaluation,
development, and implementation of quan-
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tum information science technology solu-
tions within the Department.

‘(B) Plans for the development, review,
performance evaluation, and adoption of a
fault-tolerant, utility-scale quantum com-
puter and the transition of that capability to
appropriate organizations and elements of
the Department, including the Armed
Forces, and such other departments and
agencies of the Federal Government as the
Secretary determines appropriate.

‘(C) Plans for allocating the resources of
the Department to ensure such resources are
focused on quantum information science
technologies with the potential to solve
operational challenges.

‘(D) Identification of quantum informa-
tion science technologies that—

‘(i) have critical defense-specific applica-
tions;

‘‘(ii) cannot be adapted from commercially
available quantum information science tech-
nology; and

‘“(iii) are unlikely to be pursued or acceler-
ated by industry because of limited commer-
cial value.

‘“(E) Plans for supporting the development
of capabilities identified under subparagraph
(D).
“(F) Plans to help strengthen the quantum
information science supply chain domesti-
cally and among trusted allies and against
untrusted adversaries, including through an
assessment of—

‘(i) any associated strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats; and
‘(i) critical components,

single points of failure.

¢(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2026, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report that includes the plan
developed under paragraph (1).

‘“(d) COMMERCIAL SECURITY STRATEGY.—
The Secretary shall adopt a comprehensive
security strategy for commercially devel-
oped capabilities based on the guide utilized
in the Underexplored Systems for Utility-
Scale Quantum Computing program of the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency.

‘“(e) NATIONAL SECURITY QUANTUM INFOR-
MATION SCIENCE ADOPTION ACCELERATION
TESTBED.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce and the Secretary of Energy,
shall establish a national defense quantum
information science joint center of excel-
lence (referred to in this subsection as the
‘Center’).

‘(2) ORGANIZATION.—The Center shall be
operated by the Secretary and shall include
participation from at least the following or-
ganizations:

‘“(A) One or more research laboratories of
the Armed Forces.

‘“(B) A National Laboratory (as defined in
section 2 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42
U.S.C. 15801)).

‘(C) A federally funded research and devel-
opment center or a university-affiliated re-
search center.

(D) Quantum information science compa-
nies.

““(3) LOCATION.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish the Center at a location in
the United States that is reasonably acces-
sible to each organization described in para-
graph (2).

‘“(4) AcTIVITIES.—The Center shall carry
out the following activities:

‘““(A) Facilitate quantum information
science technology transition and workforce
development activities.

suppliers, and
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‘(B) Conduct outreach to enhance industry
and academia’s understanding of and con-
tribution to national security quantum in-
formation science technology use cases and
current operational challenges faced by the
Department.

‘“(C) Prototype quantum information
science technologies, with priority given to
the prototyping and transition of quantum
information science-enabled position, navi-
gation, and timing efforts and quantum sen-
sors at technology readiness level six or
higher.

‘(D) Integrate the prototyping activities
under subparagraph (C) with the needs of the
unified combatant commands.

‘““(E) Accelerate the transition of advanced
quantum information science technology
from the research and development phase
into operational use.

‘“(F) Expand the quantum information
science workforce of the United States and
the quantum information science workforces
of nations that are allies and partners of the
United States.

‘‘(5) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
may award grants and enter into contracts
and other agreements, on a competitive
basis, to support the activities of the Center.

‘(6) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subsection $20,000,000 for each
of fiscal years 2025 through 2029.

“(f) RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES AND WORK-
FORCE PLANNING.—

(1) ENHANCEMENT OF RESEARCH OPPORTUNI-
TIES.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026, the Sec-
retary shall seek to increase opportunities
for the study of quantum information
science within—

‘‘(A) the military service academies.

‘“(B) the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps;
and

‘(C) other institutions and programs of the
Department and the Armed Forces that pro-
vide postsecondary and graduate level edu-
cation.

¢(2) STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES.—
The Secretary shall direct the chief of each
Armed Force, in consultation with the heads
of the research laboratories under the juris-
diction of such Armed Force—

““(A) to adopt internal standard operating
procedures for quantum information science
workforce development to monitor and
evaluate progress toward human capital
goals and human capital programmatic re-
sults; and

‘“(B) to involve top management, employ-
ees, and other stakeholders in quantum in-
formation science workforce planning by—

‘(i) developing and implementing an enter-
prise-wide strategic quantum workforce
plan; and

‘(ii) communicating quantum workforce
goals, initiatives, and metrics for evaluating
success throughout each laboratory.

‘() BUDGET REVIEW.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, act-
ing through the Under Secretary of Defense
(Comptroller), require the Secretaries of the
military departments and the heads of the
Defense Agencies with responsibilities asso-
ciated with any quantum information
science activity to transmit the proposed
budget for such activities for a fiscal year
and for the period covered by the future-
years defense program submitted to Congress
under section 221 of this title for that fiscal
year to the Principal Quantum Advisor for
review before submitting the proposed budg-
et to the Under Secretary of Defense (Comp-
troller).

‘(2) REPORT TO SECRETARY.—The Principal
Quantum Advisor shall review each proposed
budget transmitted, and, not later than Jan-
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uary 31 of the year preceding the fiscal year
for which the budget is proposed, shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a report containing the
comments of the Principal Quantum Advisor
with respect to all such proposed budgets, to-
gether with the certification of the Principal
Quantum Advisor regarding whether each
proposed budget is adequate.

‘“(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
March 31 of each year, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to Congress a report speci-
fying each proposed budget that the Prin-
cipal Quantum Advisor did not certify to be
adequate. The report of the Secretary shall
include the following matters:

““(A) A discussion of the actions that the
Secretary proposes to take, together with
any recommended legislation that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate, to address the
inadequacy of the proposed budgets specified
in the report.

“(B) Any additional comments that the
Secretary considers appropriate regarding
the inadequacy of the proposed budgets.

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section;

‘(1) The term ‘Five Eyes countries’ means
the following:

““(A) Australia.

‘“(B) Canada.

“(C) New Zealand.

‘(D) The United Kingdom.

‘“(E) The United States.

‘“(2) The term ‘quantum information
science’ means the use of the laws of quan-
tum physics for the storage, transmission,
manipulation, computing, or measurement
of information.”.

SA 3491. Mrs. BLACKBURN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle D of
title I, insert the following:

SEC. . REPORT ON RECAPITALIZATION PLAN
FOR KC-135 AIR REFUELING WINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Air Force, in consulta-
tion with the Director of the Air National
Guard, shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report on the Depart-
ment of the Air Force’s plan to recapitalize
KC-135 air refueling wings that will not re-
ceive the KC-46A Pegasus aircraft.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A comprehensive list of all active duty,
Air National Guard, and Air Force Reserve
KC-135 units, including the current mission,
aircraft inventory, and assigned personnel
levels for each unit.

(2) A timeline and criteria for the recapi-
talization of existing KC-135 aircraft, includ-
ing the prioritization process for KC-46A de-
liveries and the rationale for unit selection.

(3) An assessment of the long-term plan for
units not scheduled to receive KC-46A air-
craft, including any planned deactivations,
mission conversions, or sustainment of leg-
acy KC-135 fleets.

(4) An evaluation of the impact of recapi-
talization decisions on total force air refuel-
ing capability, including operational risk
and geographic coverage for the United
States Indo-Pacific Command, the United
States European Command, and other com-
batant commands.
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(5) A plan to ensure equitable transition
for Air National Guard units, including miti-
gation measures for wings that will continue
operating legacy KC-135 aircraft.

(6) Recommendations for any additional
resources, authorities, or legislative actions
needed to support the recapitalization plan
and ensure continuity of air refueling oper-
ations.

SA 3492. Mrs. BLACKBURN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 16 . STRATEGY ON QUANTUM READINESS.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in
coordination with the Chief Information Of-
ficer of the Department of Defense, submit
to the congressional defense committees a
strategy on quantum readiness. Such strat-
egy shall include each of the following:

(1) An assessment of the risks that quan-
tum computing pose to Department of De-
fense systems and data.

(2) A determination of which Department
systems and data are most vulnerable to
quantum threats and critical to protect, and
timelines for the transition of such systems
and data.

(3) An identification of the progress made
by organizations and elements of the Depart-
ment of Defense in inventorying and migrat-
ing all cryptographic systems to post-quan-
tum cryptography by 2035 or earlier.

(4) A plan to adopt and deploy automated
quantum readiness platform tools, including
capabilities that—

(A) provide continuous visibility into an
organization’s cryptographic landscape;

(B) automate the prioritization of cryp-
tographic risks; and

(C) facilitate the remediation of insecure
cryptography.

(5) An identification of the methodology
used for evaluating and validating Depart-
ment cryptographic modules as quantum
ready.

(6) An estimate of resources needed to
achieve quantum readiness by the target
deadline of 2035, as well as an additional esti-
mate of resources needed to achieve quan-
tum readiness earlier than 2035.

(7) A detailed breakdown of how the funds
provided in section 20005(a)(29) of the Act en-
titled ““An Act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title IT of H. Con. Res. 14", ap-
proved July 4, 2025 (Public Law 119-21) will
be allocated and obligated across specific
programs, projects, and activities.

(8) Any other matter the Secretary of De-
fense considers relevant.

(b) FORM OF STRATEGY.—The strategy re-
quired by subsection (a) shall be submitted
in unclassified form but may contain a clas-
sified annex.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 240 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall, in coordination with the
Chief Information Officer, submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a briefing on
the strategy required under subsection (a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘post-quantum cryptog-
raphy’’ has the meaning given that term in
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section 3 of the Quantum Computing Cyber-
security Preparedness Act (Public Law 117-
260; 6 U.S.C. 1526 note).

(2) The term ‘“‘quantum readiness’ means
the state in which an agency’s cryptographic
systems have been inventoried, continuously
assessed for quantum vulnerabilities, and re-
mediated through the adoption of quantum-
resistant cryptographic algorithms and
other practices.

SA 3493. Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BUDD,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr.
SCHMITT, Mr. SHEEHY, and Mr. YOUNG)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2026 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following new
subtitle:

Subtitle H—Rotorcraft Operations
Transparency and Oversight Reform
SECTION 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Rotor-
craft Operations Transparency and Oversight
Reform Act” or the “ROTOR Act”.

SEC. 1092. REVISION TO EXCEPTION FOR ADS-B
OUT TRANSMISSION.

(a) RULEMAKING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (in this subtitle referred to as
the ‘‘Administrator’”) shall issue or revise
regulations to clarify that, with respect to
the exception described in section 91.225(f)(1)
of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, the
term ‘‘sensitive government mission’” shall
not include any proficiency evaluation or
training mission operated within the lateral
boundaries of the surface area of Class B or
Class C airspace, unless such operation is for
a national security event.

(2) REPORT.—If the Administrator fails to
issue or revise regulations pursuant to para-
graph (1), the Administrator shall, within 30
days, submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the status of
such regulations, including the reasons that
the Administrator has failed to issue or re-
vise such regulations.

(b) GUIDANCE ON USE OF TECHNOLOGY OTHER
THAN ADS-B.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Administrator shall issue guidance to clarify
that, to the extent practicable, all aircraft
operating for purposes of national defense,
homeland security intelligence, or law en-
forcement should utilize Traffic Information
Services-Broadcast (‘“‘“TIS-B’’) and the Traf-
fic Alert and Collision Avoidance System
(““TCAS”).

(¢) REPORTS.—

(1) TO THE ADMINISTRATOR.—Not later than
90 days after the date of enactment of this
section, each agency required to operate
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broad-
cast Out (in this subtitle referred to as
“ADS-B Out”) in transmit mode in accord-
ance with section 91.225 of such title 14 shall
submit to the Administrator, on a quarterly
basis until the date described in paragraph
(3), a report that includes—

(A) an attestation that such operations are
regularly transmitting ADS-B Out and are

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

conducted with proper consideration to avia-
tion safety; and

(B) a summary of operations in which the
ADS-B Out equipment is not in transmit
mode, including the date, time, duration,
and mission type of such operations.

(2) TO CONGRESS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
and biannually thereafter until the date de-
scribed in paragraph (3), the Administrator
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report on the frequency
and nature of the ADS-B Out exceptions
granted to Federal, State, local, and tribal
agencies under section 91.225(f)(1) of title 14,
Code of Federal Regulations. Such report
shall include—

(i) aggregated data on the operations in
which ADS-B Out equipment is not in trans-
mit mode by each agency described in para-
graph (1); and

(ii) a determination from the Adminis-
trator whether such operations jeopardize
aviation safety.

(B) SPECIAL NOTIFICATION.—If the Adminis-
trator determines that an agency described
in paragraph (1) is too frequently, at the dis-
cretion of the Administrator, using excep-
tions granted under section 91.225(f)(1) of
such title 14, the Administrator shall notify
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives of such de-
termination within 14 days of such deter-
mination.

(3) SUNSET.—The reporting requirements
described in this subsection shall terminate
on the date that is 10 years after the date of
enactment of this section.

SEC. 1093. ADS-B IN REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR NEWLY MANUFAC-
TURED MANNED AIRCRAFT.—Subject to sub-
section (c), not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall issue a final rule that has
an effective date which is not later than 3
years of the date on which such final rule is
issued to require that any newly manufac-
tured aircraft (other than an unmanned air-
craft as defined in section 44801 of title 49,
United States Code) registered in the United
States shall be equipped with Automatic De-
pendent Surveillance-Broadcast In (referred
to in this section as “ADS-B In”’ ).

(b) ADS-B IN REQUIRED IN DESIGNATED AIR-
SPACE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (c),
not later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this section, the Administrator shall
issue a final rule that has an effective date
which is not later than 3 years of the date on
which such final rule is issued to require
that any aircraft (other than an unmanned
aircraft as defined in section 44801 of title 49,
United States Code) manufactured as of the
date of enactment of this section that is re-
quired to be equipped with ADS-B Out when
operating in an airspace described in section
91.225(d) of title 14, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, shall also be required to install and
operate ADS-B In.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—

(A) ADDITIONAL TIME.—In conducting the
rulemaking under paragraph (1), the Admin-
istrator may consider whether any aircraft
described in paragraph (1) would require ad-
ditional time, not to exceed an additional 2
years after the effective date described in
paragraph (1), to implement such require-
ment.

(B) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—If the Ad-
ministrator determines there is a need to
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provide additional time as described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Administrator shall—

(i) notify Congress not later than 14 days
after making such determination; and

(ii) include a justification for such deter-
mination, as well as the date on which full
compliance is expected.

(3) SPECIAL DETERMINATION.—For purposes
of meeting the requirements of paragraph
(1), the Administrator shall determine
whether the use of a non-Technical Standard
Order receiver is permissible for aircraft
with a maximum certificated takeoff weight
of fewer than 12,500 pounds.

(c) EXCEPTION.—The requirements of sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall not apply to any
aircraft described in section 91.225(e) of title
14, Code of Federal Regulations, including
balloons and gliders not certified with an
electrical system.
SEC. 1094. STUDY ON DYNAMIC RESTRICTED

AREA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Administrator shall initiate a study on
the feasibility, costs, and benefits of estab-
lishing a dynamic restricted area for rotor-
craft and powered-lift (as such terms are de-
fined in section 1.1 of title 14, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on the date of
enactment of this section) over the Potomac
River to the north, south, and east of DCA.
Such study’s final report shall be—

(1) completed not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this section; and

(2) submitted to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the
study required under subsection (a), the Ad-
ministrator shall review, but is not limited
to—

(1) terrestrial and aircraft-based tech-
nology or equipment improvements required
to operationalize a dynamic restricted area
inside the FRZ and in proximity to DCA;

(2) the training requirements to enable the
use of an automated visual warning system
in a way that functions as a traffic signal
that is similar to the system deployed in the
FRZ, as of the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, to warn aircraft that they are entering
a dynamic restricted airspace that is active
or inactive;

(3) the ways in which the dynamic re-
stricted area can be depicted on various
paper and electronic aeronautical charts and
other navigational materials;

(4) the feasibility of using automated audio
sounds to indicate active or inactive re-
stricted area, including a continuous tone
being generated on a certain aviation VHF
and UHF radio communication and VOR and
TACAN frequencies that are modulated in
tone frequency and tone length (such as In-
strument Landing System marker sounds)
such that they are received by existing avia-
tion VHF or UHF radio communications
transceivers and an automated visual warn-
ing system deployed in the FRZ;

(5) the potential and mitigation steps for
pilot and air traffic controller distraction;

(6) procedures to allow air traffic control-
lers to override any automatic function of
the system for manual control;

(7) the creation of an indication or other
signal in the air traffic control tower at DCA
and the Potomac Terminal Radar Approach
Control Facility (“TRACON”) to commu-
nicate the status of whether the dynamic re-
stricted area is active or inactive;

(8) the creation of methods to anticipate
fixed wing aircraft taking off from DCA so to
provide sufficient warning to rotorcraft and
powered-lift aircraft of the imminent activa-
tion of the dynamic restricted area; and



August 1, 2025

(9) any other matters determined appro-
priate by the Administrator.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
completing the study required by subsection
(a), the Administrator shall brief the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives on the results of
the study.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DCA.—The term ‘“DCA” means Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport.

(2) DYNAMIC RESTRICTED AREA.—The term
“‘dynamic restricted area’ means an area of
restriction placed on specific areas of air-
space, which is contemplated to be an area
over the Potomac River that is 4 miles
north, south, and east of DCA, to prevent the
transit of rotorcraft and powered lift aircraft
that activates independently from air traffic
controller action and automatically by com-
puter action based on criteria that uses posi-
tion, altitude, and velocity data from fixed
wing aircraft.

(3) FRZ.—The term ‘“FRZ” means the
Washington, DC Metropolitan Area Flight
Restricted Zone, as defined by section 93.335
of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (as in
effect on the date of enactment of this sub-
title).

(4) TACAN.—The term “TACAN” means
tactical air navigation pursuant to Appendix
3 Abbreviation/Acronyms of the Aero-
nautical Information Manual.

(56) UHF.—The term ‘“UHF” means ultra
high frequency pursuant to Appendix 3 Ab-
breviation/Acronyms of the Aeronautical In-
formation Manual.

(6) VHF.—The term ‘VHF” means very
high frequency pursuant to Appendix 3 Ab-
breviation/Acronyms of the Aeronautical In-
formation Manual.

() VOR.—The term “VOR” means VHF
Omnidirectional Range pursuant to Appen-
dix 3 Abbreviation/Acronyms of the Aero-
nautical Information Manual.

SEC. 1095. INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE ARMY
AUDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Inspector General of the Army shall ini-
tiate an audit to evaluate the Army’s coordi-
nation with the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, pilot training, and qualification
standards, and the Army’s use of ADS-B Out
and whether it adheres to Army policy, regu-
lation, and law.

(b) ASSESSMENT.—In conducting the audit
required by subsection (a), the Inspector
General of the Army shall assess practices
and recommendations for the Army, includ-
ing—

(1) whether Army policy and United States
law was adhered to, and the Army’s coordi-
nation with the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, during National Capitol Region (in
this subsection referred to as the ‘“NCR’’) op-
erations of pilot training and qualifications
standards in the NCR;

(2) the Army’s policy on ADS-B Out equi-
page, usage, and activation;

(3) maintenance protocols for UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopters operated by the 12th Army
Aviation Brigade including, but not limited
to, the calibration of any system that trans-
mits altitude and position information out-
side the aircraft and the calibration of sys-
tems that sends altitude and position infor-
mation to the pilots inside the aircraft;

(4) compliance with the September 29, 2021,
Letter of Agreement executed between the
Pentagon Heliport Air Traffic Control Tower
and the Ronald Reagan Washington National
Airport Air Traffic Control Tower regarding
flight operations in the NCR; and

(5) the Army’s review of loss of separation
incidents involving its rotorcraft in the NCR
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along with possible mitigations to prevent
future mishaps.

(c) PuBLIC DISCLOSURE.—Not later than 14
days after the audit required by subsection
(a) is concluded, the Secretary of the Army
shall—

(1) transmit a report on the results of the
audit, without redactions, to the Committee
on the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) publicly release the report without
redactions, except to the extent required for
national security reasons.

SEC. 1096. REVIEW OF ROTORCRAFT TRAFFIC
SURROUNDING COMMERCIAL SERV-
ICE AIRPORTS.

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Administrator shall initiate a review of all
currently charted helicopter routes where
flight paths of fixed-wing aircraft and rotor-
craft (as defined in section 1.1 of such title
14) may not provide sufficient separation, as
determined by the Administrator.

(b) MODIFICATION OF FLIGHT ROUTES.—
Based on the results of the review conducted
under subsection (a), the Administrator shall
evaluate and modify flight routes, as nec-
essary, to improve separation between fixed-
wing aircraft and rotorcraft (as so defined).

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Administrator shall brief the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives on the results of the review
conducted under subsection (a) and any
modifications to flight routes made under
subsection (b).

SEC. 1097. REPEAL OF PROVISION REGARDING
ADS-B EQUIPMENT ON CERTAIN AIR-
CRAFT OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

Section 1046 of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is repealed.

SA 3494. Mr. CRUZ (for himself and
Mr. SCHATZ) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, insert the following:
Subtitle H—Kids Off Social Media Act
CHAPTER 1—KIDS OFF SOCIAL MEDIA ACT

SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE.

This chapter may be referred to as the
“Kids Off Social Media Act’.

SEC. 1092. DEFINITIONS.

In this chapter:

(1) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘‘personalized recommenda-
tion system’ means a fully or partially auto-
mated system used to suggest, promote, or
rank content, including other users or posts,
based on the personal data of users.

(2) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child” means an in-
dividual under the age of 13.

(3) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’
means the Federal Trade Commission.

(4) KNOW OR KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or
‘“knows” means to have actual knowledge or
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances.
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(5) PERSONAL DATA.—The term ‘‘personal
data’” has the same meaning as the term
“personal information’ as defined in section
1302 of the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act (156 U.S.C. 6501) .

(6) SOCIAL MEDIAL PLATFORM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘social media
platform’ means a public-facing website, on-
line service, online application, or mobile ap-
plication that—

(i) is directed to consumers;

(ii) collects personal data;

(iii) primarily derives revenue from adver-
tising or the sale of personal data; and

(iv) as its primary function provides a com-
munity forum for user-generated content, in-
cluding messages, videos, and audio files
among users where such content is primarily
intended for viewing, resharing, or platform-
enabled distributed social endorsement or
comment.

(B) LIMITATION.—The term ‘‘social medial
platform’ does not include a platform that,
as its primary function for consumers, pro-
vides or facilitates any of the following:

(i) The purchase and sale of commercial
goods.

(ii) Teleconferencing or videoconferencing
services that allow reception and trans-
mission of audio or video signals for real-
time communication, provided that the real-
time communication is initiated by using a
unique link or identifier to facilitate access.

(iii) Crowd-sourced reference guides such
as encyclopedias and dictionaries.

(iv) Cloud storage, file sharing, or file col-
laboration services, including such services
that allow collaborative editing by invited
users.

(v) The playing or creation of video games.

(vi) Content that consists primarily of
news, sports, sports coverage, entertain-
ment, or other information or content that
is not user-generated but is preselected by
the platform and for which any chat, com-
ment, or interactive functionality is inci-
dental, directly related to, or dependent on
the provision of the content provided by the
platform.

(vii) Business, product, or travel informa-
tion including user reviews or rankings of
such businesses, products, or other travel in-
formation.

(viii) Educational information, experi-
ences, training, or instruction provided to
build knowledge, skills, or a craft, district-
sanctioned or school-sanctioned learning
management systems and school information
systems for the purposes of schools con-
veying content related to the education of
students, or services or services on behalf of
or in support of an elementary school or sec-
ondary school, as such terms are defined in
section 8101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

(ix) An email service.

(x) A wireless messaging service, including
such a service provided through short mes-
sage service or multimedia messaging proto-
cols, that is not a component of, or linked
to, a social media platform and where the
predominant or exclusive function of the
messaging service is direct messaging con-
sisting of the transmission of text, photos, or
videos that are sent by electronic means,
where messages are transmitted from the
sender to the recipient and are not posted
publicly or within a social media platform.

(xi) A broadband internet access service (as
such term is defined for purposes of section
8.1(b) of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations,
or any successor regulation).

(xii) A virtual private network or similar
service that exists solely to route internet
traffic between locations.

(7) TEEN.—The term ‘‘teen’ means an indi-
vidual over the age of 12 and under the age of
17.
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(8) USER.—The term ‘‘user’ means, with re-
spect to a social media platform, an indi-
vidual who registers an account or creates a
profile on the social media platform.

SEC. 1093. NO CHILDREN UNDER 13.

(a) NO ACCOUNTS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 13.—
A social media platform shall not permit an
individual to create or maintain an account
or profile if it knows that the individual is a
child.

(b) TERMINATION OF EXISTING ACCOUNTS BE-
LONGING TO CHILDREN.—A social media plat-
form shall terminate any existing account or
profile of a user who the social media plat-
form knows is a child.

(c) DELETION OF CHILDREN'S PERSONAL
DATA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
upon termination of an existing account or
profile of a user pursuant to subsection (b), a
social media platform shall immediately de-
lete all personal data collected from the user
or submitted by the user to the social media
platform.

(2) CHILDREN’S ACCESS TO PERSONAL DATA.—
To the extent technically feasible and not in
violation of any licensing agreement, a so-
cial media platform shall allow the user of
an existing account or profile that the social
media platform has terminated under sub-
section (b), from the date such termination
occurs to the date that is 90 days after such
date, to request, and shall provide to such
user upon such request, a copy of the per-
sonal data collected from the user or sub-
mitted by the user to the social media plat-
form both—

(A) in a manner that is readable and which
a reasonable person can understand; and

(B) in a portable, structured, and machine-
readable format.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (c) shall be construed to prohibit
a social media platform from retaining a
record of the termination of an account or
profile and the minimum information nec-
essary for the purposes of ensuring compli-
ance with this section.

SEC. 1094. PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF PERSON-
ALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEMS ON CHILDREN OR TEENS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) PROHIBITION ON USE OF PERSONALIZED
RECOMMENDATION SYSTEMS ON CHILDREN OR
TEENS.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
a social media platform shall not use the
personal data of a user or visitor in a person-
alized recommendation system to display
content if the platform knows that the user
or visitor is a child or teen.

(2) EXCEPTION.—A social media platform
may use a personalized recommendation sys-
tem to display content to a child or teen if
the system only uses the following personal
data of the child or teen:

(A) The type of device used by the child or
teen.

(B) The languages used by the child or teen
to communicate.

(C) The city or town in which the child or
teen is located.

(D) The fact that the individual is a child
or teen.

(E) The age of the child or teen.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The prohibi-
tion in subsection (a) shall not be construed
to—

(1) prevent a social media platform from
providing search results to a child or teen
deliberately or independently searching for
(such as by typing a phrase into a search bar
or providing spoken input), or specifically
requesting, content, so long as such results
are not based on the personal data of the
child or teen (except to the extent permitted
under subsection (a)(2));

(2) prevent a social media platform from
taking reasonable measures to—
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(A) block, detect, or prevent the distribu-
tion of unlawful or obscene material;

(B) block or filter spam, or protect the se-
curity of a platform or service; or

(C) prevent criminal activity; or

(3) prohibit a social media platform from
displaying user-generated content that has
been selected, followed, or subscribed to by a
teen account holder as long as the display of
the content is based on a chronological for-
mat.

SEC. 1095. DETERMINATION OF WHETHER AN OP-
ERATOR HAS KNOWLEDGE FAIRLY
IMPLIED ON THE BASIS OF OBJEC-
TIVE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT AN IN-
DIVIDUAL IS A CHILD OR TEEN.

(a) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes
of enforcing this chapter, in making a deter-
mination as to whether a social media plat-
form has knowledge fairly implied on the
basis of objective circumstances that a user
is a child or teen, the Commission or the at-
torney general of a State, as applicable, shall
rely on competent and reliable evidence,
taking into account the totality of cir-
cumstances, including whether a reasonable
and prudent person under the circumstances
would have known that the user is a child or
teen.

(b) PROTECTIONS FOR PRIVACY.—Nothing in
this chapter, including a determination de-
scribed in subsection (a), shall be construed
to require a social media platform to—

(1) implement an age gating or age
verification functionality; or

(2) affirmatively collect any personal data
with respect to the age of users that the so-
cial media platform is not already collecting
in the normal course of business.

(c) RESTRICTION ON USE AND RETENTION OF
PERSONAL DATA.—If a social media platform
or a third party acting on behalf of a social
media platform voluntarily collects personal
data for the purpose of complying with this
chapter, the social media platform or a third
party shall not—

(1) use any personal data collected specifi-
cally for a purpose other than for sole com-
pliance with the obligations under this chap-
ter; or

(2) retain any personal data collected from
a user for longer than is necessary to comply
with the obligations under this chapter or
than is minimally necessary to demonstrate
compliance with this chapter.

SEC. 1096. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) ENFORCEMENT BY COMMISSION.—

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this chapter shall be
treated as a violation of a rule defining an
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)).

(2) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-
force this chapter in the same manner, by
the same means, and with the same jurisdic-
tion, powers, and duties as though all appli-
cable terms and provisions of the Federal
Trade Commission Act (156 U.S.C. 41 et seq.)
were incorporated into and made a part of
this chapter.

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—ANy per-
son who violates this chapter shall be sub-
ject to the penalties and entitled to the
privileges and immunities provided in the
Federal Trade Commission Act (156 U.S.C. 41
et seq.).

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this
chapter shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Commission under any other
provision of law.

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY STATES.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—Subject to paragraph
(3), in any case in which the attorney general
of a State has reason to believe that an in-
terest of the residents of the State has been
or is threatened or adversely affected by the
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engagement of a social media platform in a
practice that violates this chapter, the at-
torney general of the State may, as parens
patriae, bring a civil action against the so-
cial media platform on behalf of the resi-
dents of the State in an appropriate district
court of the United States to—

(A) enjoin that practice;

(B) enforce compliance with this chapter;

(C) on behalf of residents of the States, ob-
tain damages, restitution, or other com-
pensation, each of which shall be distributed
in accordance with State law; or

(D) obtain such other relief as the court
may consider to be appropriate.

(2) RIGHTS OF FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION.—

(A) NOTICE TO FEDERAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The attorney general of a
State shall notify the Commission in writing
that the attorney general intends to bring a
civil action under paragraph (1) before the
filing of the civil action.

(ii) CONTENTS.—The notification required
under clause (i) with respect to a civil action
shall include a copy of the complaint to be
filed to initiate the civil action.

(iii) Clause (i) shall not apply with respect
to the filing of an action by an attorney gen-
eral of a State under this paragraph if the
attorney general of the State determines
that it not feasible to provide the notice re-
quired in that clause before filing the action.

(B) INTERVENTION BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION.—Upon receiving notice under sub-
paragraph (A)(i), the Commission shall have
the right to intervene in the action that is
the subject of the notice.

(3) EFFECT OF INTERVENTION.—If the Com-
mission intervenes in an action under para-
graph (1), it shall have the right—

(A) to be heard with respect to any matter
that arises in that action; and

(B) file a petition for appeal.

(4) INVESTIGATORY POWERS.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed to prevent
the attorney general of a State from exer-
cising the powers conferred on the attorney
general by the laws of the State to—

(A) conduct investigations;

(B) administer oaths or affirmations; or

(C) compel the attendance of witnesses or
the production of documentary or other evi-
dence.

(6) PREEMPTIVE ACTION BY FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION.—In any case in which an action
is instituted by or on behalf of the Commis-
sion for a violation of this chapter, no State
may, during the pendency of that action, in-
stitute a separate civil action under para-
graph (1) against any defendant named in the
complaint in the action instituted by or on
behalf of the Commission for that violation.

(6) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.—

(A) VENUE.—Any action brought under
paragraph (1) may be brought in—

(i) the district court of the United States
that meets applicable requirements relating
to venue under section 1391 of title 28, United
States Code; or

(ii) another court of competent jurisdic-
tion.

(B) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action
brought under paragraph (1), process may be
served in any district in which the defend-
ant—

(i) is an inhabitant; or

(ii) may be found.

SEC. 1097. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.

The provisions of this chapter shall pre-
empt any State law, rule, or regulation only
to the extent that such State law, rule, or
regulation conflicts with a provision of this
chapter. Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to prohibit a State from enacting
a law, rule, or regulation that provides
greater protection to children or teens than
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the protection provided by the provisions of
this chapter. Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to—

(1) affect the application of—

(A) section 444 of the General Education
Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g, commonly
known as the ‘“‘Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974”’) or other Federal or
State laws governing student privacy; or

(B) the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) or any
rule or regulation promulgated under such
Act; or

(2) authorize any action that would con-
flict with section 18(h) of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(h)).

SEC. 1098. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This chapter shall take effect 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act.

CHAPTER 2—EYES ON THE BOARD ACT OF
2025
SEC. 1099. SHORT TITLE.

This chapter may be cited as the ‘“‘Eyes on
the Board Act of 2025°".

SEC. 1099A. UPDATING THE CHILDREN’S INTER-
NET PROTECTION ACT TO INCLUDE
SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1721 of the Chil-
dren’s Internet Protection Act (title XVII of
Public Law 106-554) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) through
(h) as subsections (g) through (i), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

“(f) LIMITATION ON USE OF SCHOOL
BROADBAND SUBSIDIES FOR ACCESS TO SOCIAL
MEDIA PLATFORMS.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

‘“‘(B) SECTION 254(H).—The term ‘section
254(h)’ means section 254(h) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 254(h)).

¢“(C) SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORM.—The term
‘social media platform’—

‘(i) means any website, online service, on-
line application, or mobile application that—

‘(1) serves the public; and

““(IT) primarily provides a forum for users
to communicate user-generated content, in-
cluding messages, videos, images, and audio
files, to other online users; and

‘‘(ii) does not include—

“(I) an internet service provider;

“(II) electronic mail;

“(III) an online service,
website—

‘‘(aa) that consists primarily of content
that is not user-generated, but is preselected
by the provider; and

‘““(bb) for which any chat, comment, or
interactive functionality is incidental to, di-
rectly related to, or dependent on the provi-
sion of content described in item (aa);

“(IV) an online service, application, or
website—

‘“‘(aa) that is non-commercial and pri-
marily designed for educational purposes;
and

‘‘(bb) the revenue of which is not primarily
derived from advertising or the sale of per-
sonal data;

(V) a wireless messaging service, includ-
ing such a service provided through a short
messaging service or multimedia service pro-
tocols—

‘‘(aa) that is not a component of, or linked
to, a website, online service, online applica-
tion, or mobile application described in
clause (i); and

‘““(bb) the predominant or exclusive func-
tion of which is direct messaging consisting
of the transmission of text, photos, or videos
that—

““(AA) are sent by electronic means from
the sender to a recipient; and
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‘(BB) are not posted publicly or on a
website, online service, online application,
or mobile application described in clause (i);

“(VI) a teleconferencing or video confer-
encing service that allows for the reception
and transmission of audio or video signals
for real-time communication that is initi-
ated by using a unique link or identifier to
facilitate access;

‘“(VII) a product or service that primarily
functions as business-to-business software or
a cloud storage, file sharing, or file collabo-
ration service; or

‘(VIII) an organization that is not orga-
nized to carry on business for the profit of
the organization or of the members of the or-
ganization.

‘(D) TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION MEASURE.—
The term ‘technology protection measure’
means a specific technology that blocks or
filters access to a social media platform.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO SOCIAL
MEDIA PLATFORMS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—

‘(i) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—AnN elemen-
tary or secondary school that is subject to
paragraph (5) of section 254(h) may not re-
ceive services at discount rates under section
254(h) unless the school, school board, local
educational agency, or other authority with
responsibility for administration of the
school—

‘“(I) submits to the Commission the certifi-
cation described in subparagraph (B); and

‘“(IT) ensures that the use of the school’s
supported services, devices, and networks is
in accordance with the certification de-
scribed in subclause (I).

“(ii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
clause (i) may be construed to prohibit—

‘“(I) district-sanctioned or school-sanc-
tioned learning management systems and
school information systems used for pur-
poses of schools conveying content related to
the education of students; or

‘“(IT) a teacher from using a social media
platform for educational instruction.

“(B) CERTIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO STU-
DENTS AND SOCIAL MEDIA.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A certification under
this subparagraph is a certification that the
applicable school, school board, local edu-
cational agency, or other authority with re-
sponsibility for administration of the
school—

‘“(I) is enforcing a policy of preventing stu-
dents of the school from accessing social
media platforms on any supported service,
device, or network that includes—

‘‘(aa) monitoring the online activities of
any such service, device, or network to de-
termine if those students are accessing so-
cial media platforms; and

‘“(bb) the operation of a technology protec-
tion measure with respect to those services,
devices, and networks that protects against
access by those students to a social media
platform; and

‘“(II) is enforcing the operation of the tech-
nology protection measure described in sub-
clause (I) during any use of supported serv-
ices, devices, or networks by students of the
school.

‘(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subparagraph may be construed to re-
quire the applicable school, school board,
local educational agency, or other authority
to track an individual website, online appli-
cation, or mobile application that a student
is attempting to access (or any search terms
used by, or the browsing history of a stu-
dent) beyond the identity of the website or
application and whether access to the
website or application is blocked by a tech-
nology protection measure because the
website or application is a social media plat-
form.

¢(C) TIMING OF IMPLEMENTATION.—
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‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a school to
which this paragraph applies, the certifi-
cation under this paragraph shall be made—

¢“(I) with respect to the first program fund-
ing year under section 254(h) after the date
of enactment of the Eyes on the Board Act of
2025, not later than 120 days after the begin-
ning of that program funding year; and

‘“(IT) with respect to any subsequent fund-
ing year, as part of the application process
for that program funding year.

‘“(ii) PROCESS.—

“(I) SCHOOLS WITH MEASURES IN PLACE.—A
school covered by clause (i) that has in place
measures meeting the requirements nec-
essary for certification under this paragraph
shall certify its compliance with this para-
graph during each annual program applica-
tion cycle under section 254(h), except that,
with respect to the first program funding
year after the date of enactment of the Eyes
on the Board Act of 2025, the certification
shall be made not later than 120 days after
the beginning of that first program funding
year.

(1D
PLACE.—

‘‘(aa) FIRST 2 PROGRAM YEARS.—A school
covered by clause (i) that does not have in
place measures meeting the requirements for
certification under this paragraph—

‘““(AA) for the first program year after the
date of enactment of the Eyes on the Board
Act of 2025 in which the school is applying
for funds under section 254(h), shall certify
that the school is undertaking such actions,
including any necessary procurement proce-
dures, to put in place measures meeting the
requirements for certification under this
paragraph; and

‘“(BB) for the second program year after
the date of enactment of the Eyes on the
Board Act of 2025 in which the school is ap-
plying for funds under section 254(h), shall
certify that the school is in compliance with
this paragraph.

‘“(bb) SUBSEQUENT PROGRAM YEARS.—ANy
school that is unable to certify compliance
with such requirements in such second pro-
gram year shall be ineligible for services at
discount rates or funding in lieu of services
at such rates under section 254(h) for such
second year and all subsequent program
years under section 254(h), until such time as
such school comes into compliance with this
paragraph.

‘(III) WAIVERS.—Any school subject to sub-
clause (II) that cannot come into compliance
with subparagraph (B) in such second pro-
gram year may seek a waiver of subclause
(II)(aa)(BB) if State or local procurement
rules or regulations or competitive bidding
requirements prevent the making of the cer-
tification otherwise required by such sub-
clause. A school, school board, local edu-
cational agency, or other authority with re-
sponsibility for administration of the school
shall notify the Commission of the applica-
bility of such subclause to the school. Such
notice shall certify that the school in ques-
tion will be brought into compliance before
the start of the third program year after the
date of enactment of the Eyes on the Board
Act of 2025 in which the school is applying
for funds under section 254(h).

‘(D) NONCOMPLIANCE.—

‘(1) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—
Any school that knowingly fails to comply
with the application guidelines regarding the
annual submission of a certification required
by this paragraph shall not be eligible for
services at discount rates or funding in lieu
of services at such rates under section 254(h).

“(ii) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CERTIFI-
CATION.—Any school that knowingly fails to
ensure the use of its supported services, de-
vices, and networks is in accordance with a
certification under subparagraph (B) shall

SCHOOLS WITHOUT MEASURES IN
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reimburse any funds and discounts received
under section 254(h) for the period covered by
such certification.

¢(iii) REMEDY OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—

‘(I) FAILURE TO SUBMIT.—A school that has
failed to submit a certification under clause
(i) may remedy the failure by submitting the
certification to which the failure relates.
Upon submittal of such certification, the
school shall be eligible for services at dis-
count rates under section 254(h).

‘“(I1) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—A school that
has failed to comply with a certification as
described in clause (ii) may remedy the fail-
ure by ensuring that the use of its supported
services, devices, and networks is in accord-
ance with such certification. Upon submittal
to the Commission of a certification or other
appropriate evidence of such remedy, the
school shall be eligible for services at dis-
count rates under section 254(h).

‘“(E) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to consider
a school, school board, local educational
agency, or other authority with responsi-
bility for the administration of a school in
violation of this paragraph, or subject to a
delay in the processing of funding applica-
tions or requests for reimbursement, if that
school, school board, local educational agen-
cy, or other authority makes a good faith ef-
fort to comply with this paragraph and to
correct a known violation of this paragraph
within a reasonable period of time.

*“(3) ENFORCEMENT.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall—

‘(i) not later than 120 days after the date
of enactment of the Eyes on the Board Act of
2025, amend the rules of the Commission to
carry out this subsection; and

‘‘(ii) subject to subparagraph (B), enforce
this subsection, and any rules issued under
this subsection, as if this subsection and
those rules were part of the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) or the rules
issued under that Act.

*(B) LIMITATIONS.—

‘(i) NONCOMPLIANCE DESPITE GOOD FAITH
EFFORTS.—The Commission may not seek re-
covery of funding provided under section
254(h), or delay the processing of a funding
application, because of the violation by a
school, school board, local educational agen-
cy, or other authority with responsibility for
administration of the school of any require-
ment of this subsection, or any rule issued
under this subsection, if the school, school
board, local educational agency, or other au-
thority with responsibility for administra-
tion of the school made a good faith effort to
comply with that requirement and correct
any known violations of that requirement
within a reasonable period of time.

‘(i) NONCOMPLIANCE WITHOUT GOOD FAITH
EFFORTS.—With respect to any violation of a
requirement of this subsection, or any rule
issued under this subsection, in which a
school, school board, local educational agen-
cy, or other authority with responsibility for
administration of the school does not make
a good faith effort to comply with that re-
quirement, or does not correct any known
violation of that requirement within a rea-
sonable period of time, the Commission shall
seek recovery of the funding provided to the
school under section 254(h) for such period
consistent with the remedy established
under paragraph (2)(D)(iii).

‘(4) EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN LIBRARIES.—
Nothing in this subsection may be construed
to require a library (as defined in section 213
of the Museum and Library Services Act (20
U.S.C. 9122)), except a library of an elemen-
tary or secondary school, to comply with the
requirements of this subsection or any rule
issued under this subsection.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 254(h) of the Communica-
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tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 254(h)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (5)(E)—

(A) in clause (i), in the matter preceding
subclause (I), by striking ¢1721(h)”’ and in-
serting “1721(i)"’; and

(B) in clause (ii)(I), by striking “1721(h)”’
and inserting “1721(i)”’; and

(2) in paragraph (6)(E)—

(A) in clause (i), in the matter preceding
subclause (I), by striking ¢1721(h)”’ and in-
serting “1721(i)"’; and

(B) in clause (ii)(I), by striking “1721(h)”’
and inserting “1721(i)”.

SEC. 1099B. INTERNET SAFETY POLICIES.

Section 254 of the Communications Act of
1934 (47 U.S.C. 254) is amended—

(1) in subsection (h)(5)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(i)—

(i) in subclause (I), by inserting ‘‘and cop-
ies of the Internet safety policy to which
each such certification pertains’ before the
semicolon at the end; and

(ii) in subclause (II)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘Commission’’ and all that
follows through the end of the subclause and
inserting the following: ‘‘Commission—

‘‘(aa) a certification that an Internet safe-
ty policy described in subclause (I) have been
adopted and implemented for the school;
and’’; and

(II) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(bb) copies of the Internet safety policy
described in item (aa); and’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(G) DATABASE OF INTERNET SAFETY POLI-
CIES.—The Commission shall establish an
easily accessible, public database that con-
tains each Internet safety policy submitted
to the Commission under subclauses (I) and
(IT) of subparagraph (A)({).”’; and

(2) in subsection (1), by striking paragraph
(3) and inserting the following:

“(3) AVAILABILITY FOR REVIEW.—A copy of
each Internet safety policy adopted by a li-
brary under this subsection shall be made
available to the Commission, upon request of
the Commission, by the library for purposes
of the review of the Internet safety policy by
the Commission.”.

CHAPTER 3—SEVERABILITY
SEC. 1099C. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this subtitle is deter-
mined to be unenforceable or invalid, the re-
maining provisions of this subtitle shall not
be affected.

SA 3495. Mr. KAINE (for himself and
Mr. WARNER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XXVIII,
add the following:

SEC. 2811. COASTAL RISK
PROJECTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall carry out projects for mitigation of
hurricane and storm damage risk that will
contribute to maintaining or improving
military installation resilience (as defined in
section 101(f)(8) of title 10, United States
Code) or will prevent or mitigate encroach-
ment that could affect operations of the De-
partment of Defense.

(b) CoST SHARE.—Not less than 10 percent
of the amount of costs associated with the
coastal storm risk management features of a
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project carried out under subsection (a) shall
be paid by a non-Federal interest.

SA 3496. Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mrs. BLACKBURN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SPYWARE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a national security need for the
legitimate and responsible procurement and
application of cyber intrusion capabilities,
including for efforts relating to counterter-
rorism, counternarcotics, and countertraf-
ficking;

(2) the growing commercial market for so-
phisticated cyber intrusion capabilities has
enhanced state and non-state actors’ ability
to target and track journalists, human
rights defenders, and civil society groups for
nefarious purposes;

(3) the proliferation of commercial spyware
presents significant and growing risks to
United States national security, including to
the safety and security of United States Gov-
ernment personnel; and

(4) ease of access into and lack of trans-
parency in the commercial spyware market
raises the probability of spreading poten-
tially destructive or disruptive cyber capa-
bilities to a wider range of malicious actors

(b) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States—

(1) to oppose the misuse of foreign com-
mercial spyware to target journalists,
human rights defenders, and civil society
groups;

(2) to coordinate with allies and partners of
the United States to prevent the export of
commercial spyware tools to end-users like-
ly to use them for malicious activities;

(3) to maintain robust information-sharing
with trusted allies and partners of the
United States on commercial spyware pro-
liferation and misuse, including to better
identify and track these tools;

(4) to work with private industry to iden-
tify and counter the abuse and misuse of
commercial spyware technology; and

(5) to work with allies and partners of the
United States to establish robust guardrails
to ensure that the use of commercial
spyware tools is consistent with respect for
internationally recognized human rights and
the rule of law.

SEC. 10 . VISA RESTRICTIONS FOR MISUSE OF
FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SPYWARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
may, pursuant to section 212(a)(3)(C) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1182(a)(3)(C)), implement visa restrictions for
aliens (as defined in section 101(a) of that
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a))) that the Secretary has
reason to believe—

(1) have been knowingly involved in the
misuse of foreign commercial spyware to
target, arbitrarily or unlawfully surveil, har-
ass, suppress, or intimidate individuals, in-
cluding—

(A) journalists;

(B) defenders of internationally recognized
human rights;

(C) members of ethnic or religious minor-
ity groups; or

(D) family members of individuals de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C); or
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(2) facilitate or derive financial benefit
from the misuse of foreign commercial
spyware, including by—

(A) developing, directing, or controlling
the operations of foreign entities that fur-
nish technologies such as commercial
spyware to governments that engage in the
misuse of foreign commercial spyware de-
scribed in paragraph (1); or

(B) acting on behalf of such governments.

(b) NATIONAL SECURITY WAIVER.—The Sec-
retary of State may waive the application of
subsection (a) with respect to an individual
if the Secretary—

(1) determines that the waiver is in the na-
tional security interests of the United
States; and

(2) submits to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives a report on that determination.

SEC. 10 . ANNUAL REPORT ON COUNTRIES
ABUSING COMMERCIAL SPYWARE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SPYWARE; FOREIGN
COMPANY; SPYWARE.—The terms ‘‘foreign
commercial spyware’’, ‘‘foreign company’’,
and ‘‘spyware’’ have the meanings given such
terms in section 1102A of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3232a(a)).

(2) HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER.—The term
“human rights defender’” means an indi-
vidual, including a journalist, activist, law-
yer, community leader, land or environ-
mental defender, labor leader, whistleblower,
political prisoner, or member of a civil soci-
ety organization or opposition political
party, working alone or in a group, who uses
nonviolent means to promote or protect
human rights and fundamental freedoms in a
manner consistent with the principles de-
scribed in the United Nations Declaration on
Human Rights Defenders.

(3) UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS.—The term ‘‘United Na-
tions Declaration on Human Rights Defend-
ers”” means the Declaration on the Right and
Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Or-
gans of Society to Promote and Protect Uni-
versally Recognized Human Rights and Fun-
damental Freedoms, adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly on December 9,
1998.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of
State, in coordination with the Director of
National Intelligence and the heads of rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies,
shall submit a classified report to the appro-
priate congressional committees describing
incidents occurring during the 1-year period
preceding the date on which such report is
submitted that involve the use of foreign
commercial spyware by the governments or
government officials of foreign countries to
monitor or harass officials of the United
States or human rights defenders.

(c) ELEMENTS.—Each report required under
subsection (b) shall include, with respect to
each incident included in the report—

(1) the identification of the foreign govern-
ment or government officials responsible for
ordering the use of and deploying the foreign
commercial spyware;

(2) the identification of the United States
officials or human rights defenders who were
targeted;

(3) a description of the foreign commercial
spyware used, including technical character-
istics, capabilities, and brand names;

(4) a list of foreign persons who derive fi-
nancial benefit from such foreign commer-
cial spyware;

(5) the identification of the supplier and
procurer of such foreign commercial
spyware;

(6) an assessment of —
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(A) whether the vendor of the foreign com-
mercial spyware has targeted United States
persons; and

(B) the threat that the foreign commercial
spyware poses to current and future United
States foreign policy objectives and national
security;

(7) a description of—

(A) how the foreign commercial spyware
was or is used to suppress freedom of speech,
dissent, and other political freedoms; and

(B) any connections between the foreign
commercial spyware and gross violations of
human rights, including extrajudicial
killings, disappearances, torture, and mass
arbitrary detentions;

(8) a description of the suspected impetus
or motivation for the targeting of the United
States officials or human rights defenders
concerned; and

(9) any statements the foreign government
that used, or the foreign company that pro-
vided, the foreign commercial spyware has
made regarding the use of the foreign com-
mercial spyware, including denials of its use.

SA 3497. Mr. VAN HOLLEN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title IX, add the
following:

SEC. 923. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CIVILIAN PRO-
TECTION CENTER OF EXCELLENCE.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Department of Defense is required
by section 184 of title 10, United States Code,
to operate the Civilian Protection Center of
Excellence and maintain sufficient resources
and staff for the Center to pursue its purpose
as set forth in that section;

(2) the Department of Defense is not per-
mitted to disestablish, dismantle, or cease
functional operation of the Civilian Protec-
tion Center of Excellence without an Act of
Congress authorizing such actions; and

(3) actions to disestablish, dismantle, or
cease functional operation of the Civilian
Protection Center of Excellence would be in-
consistent with the intent of Congress and
the rule of law.

SA 3498. Mr. VAN HOLLEN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title IX, add the
following:

SEC. 923. PERSONNEL TO IMPLEMENT DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE POLICY ON CI-
VILIAN HARM.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to facilitate fulfillment of the require-
ments of section 936 of the John S. McCain
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C.
134 note).

(b) PERSONNEL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary of Defense shall do the fol-
lowing:

(1) Add to, and assign within, each of the
United States Central Command, the United
States Africa Command, the United States
Special Operations Command, the United

States European Command, the United
States Southern Command, the TUnited
States Indo-Pacific Command, and the

United States Northern Command not fewer
than four personnel who shall have primary
responsibility for the following in connec-
tion with military operations undertaken by
such command:

(A) Providing guidance and oversight relat-
ing to mitigation of and response to civilian
harm and the protection of civilians and ci-
vilian infrastructure.

(B) Identifying and integrating approaches
to mitigating and responding to civilian
harm across all levels of command into com-
mand policy and procedure, plans, oper-
ations, exercises, training, and capability re-
quirements.

(C) Ensuring information and analysis of
the civilian environment and estimated risk
to civilians to support battlespace awareness
and mission effectiveness.

(D) Receiving reports of civilian harm and
conducting or overseeing civilian harm as-
sessments.

(E) Analyzing civilian harm incidents and
trends and identifying and disseminating les-
sons learned related to civilian harm mitiga-
tion and response.

(F') Overseeing civilian harm response
functions on behalf of the commander of
such command, including offering condo-
lences for civilian casualties, including ex
gratia payments.

(G) Ensuring the integration of activities
relating to civilian harm mitigation and re-
sponse, protection of civilians, and pro-
motion of observance of human rights in se-
curity cooperation activities and enhancing
shared good practice and capabilities devel-
opment for civilian harm mitigation and re-
sponse with allies and partners of the United
States.

(H) Maintaining dialogue and conducting
consultations with nongovernmental organi-
zations on civilian harm, human rights, and
humanitarian matters.

(2) Add to, and assign within, the Office of
the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
not fewer than four personnel who shall have
primary responsibility for implementing and
overseeing the implementation of Depart-
ment of Defense policy on the protection of
civilians and civilian harm mitigation and
response, consistent with the laws of war.

(3) Add to, and assign within, the Joint
Staff not fewer than two personnel who shall
have primary responsibility for the fol-
lowing:

(A) Overseeing implementation by the
components of the Department of Defense of
Department policy on civilian harm mitiga-
tion and response.

(B) Developing and sharing in the imple-
mentation of such policy.

(C) Communicating operational guidance
on such policy.

SA 3499. Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mr. CURTIS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle F—Taiwan Allies Fund
SEC. 1271. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“Taiwan
Allies Fund Act”.

SEC. 1272. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Taiwan is a free and prosperous democ-
racy of more than 23,000,000 people and an
important contributor to peace and stability
around the world.

(2) The People’s Republic of China has en-
gaged in a years-long campaign to diplomati-
cally isolate Taiwan on the world stage.

(3) Since 2013, the Gambia, S0 Tomé and
Principe, Panama, the Dominican Republic,
Burkina Faso, El Salvador, the Solomon Is-
lands, Kiribati, Nicaragua, Honduras, and,
most recently in 2024, Nauru have severed
diplomatic relations with Taiwan in favor of
diplomatic relations with the People’s Re-
public of China.

(4) The People’s Republic of China has used
economic and diplomatic intimidation
against countries pursuing unofficial rela-
tions with Taiwan, including Lithuania,
Czechia, and the United States.

(56) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (Pub-
lic Law 96-8) states that it is the policy of
the United States ‘‘to maintain the capacity
of the United States to resist any resort to
force or other forms of coercion that would
jeopardize the security, or the social or eco-
nomic system, of the people on Taiwan’’.

(6) The Taiwan Allies International Protec-
tion and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI)
Act of 2019 (Public Law 116-135) states that
the United States Government should—

(A) ‘“support Taiwan in strengthening its
official diplomatic relationships as well as
other partnerships with countries in the
Indo-Pacific region and around the world”’;
and

(B) ‘“‘consider, in certain cases as appro-
priate and in alignment with United States
interests, increasing its economic, security,
and diplomatic engagement with nations
that have demonstrably strengthened, en-
hanced, or upgraded relations with Taiwan’’.
SEC. 1273. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States Government should—

(1) advocate, as appropriate, for Taiwan’s
presence on the global stage, including at
international organizations;

(2) promote the preservation and expansion
of Taiwan’s official diplomatic relations
with countries around the world;

(3) expand Taiwan’s unofficial relations
with countries around the world;

(4) encourage countries with unofficial re-
lations with Taiwan to deepen their engage-
ment; and

(5) advance the economic development of
countries that support democratic partners
like Taiwan.

SEC. 1274. TAIWAN ALLIES FUND.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Of
the amounts made available under the Coun-
tering PRC Influence Fund for each of the
fiscal years 2026, 2027, and 2028, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated $40,000,000 for
each such fiscal year to support Taiwan’s
international space.

(b) ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES.—Amounts avail-
able pursuant to the authorization of appro-
priations under subsection (a) may be used in
countries that—

(1) maintain official relations with Taiwan
or have meaningfully strengthened unofficial
relations with Taiwan;

(2) have been subject to coercion or pres-
sure by the People’s Republic of China due to
their relations with Taiwan; and

(3) lack the economic or political capa-
bility to effectively respond to such coercion
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or pressure by the People’s Republic of China
without the support of the United States.

(c) USE oF FUNDS.—Amounts available pur-
suant to the authorization of appropriations
under subsection (a) may be used to support
any of the following activities in the coun-
tries described in subsection (b):

(1) To support health initiatives that pro-
vide alternatives to the Health Silk Road.

(2) To build the capacity and resilience of
civil society, media, and other nongovern-
mental organizations in countering the in-
fluence and propaganda of the People’s Re-
public of China.

(3) To diversify supply chains away from
the People’s Republic of China.

(4) To provide alternatives to People’s Re-
public of China development assistance and
project financing.

(5) To advance Taiwan’s meaningful par-
ticipation in international fora and multilat-
eral organizations.

(6) To work with the private sector to pro-
vide United States or allied alternatives to
People’s Republic of China information and
communications technology infrastructure
and components.

(d) LIMITATION ON FUNDS.—A country de-
scribed in subsection (b) may not receive
more than $5,000,000 of funds made available
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions under subsection (a) during any fiscal
year.

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Administrator for the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, the Director of the American In-
stitute in Taiwan, and the heads other rel-
evant Federal agencies, shall coordinate and
carry out activities described in subsection
(c).

(2) AUTHORITIES.—Amounts available pur-
suant to the authorization of appropriations
under subsection (a) may be considered for-
eign assistance under the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) for pur-
poses of making available the administrative
authorities in that Act and may be trans-
ferred to, and merged with, funds made
available for any provision of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 to carry out the pur-
poses of this section, except that such funds
shall remain available until expended.

(3) COORDINATION WITH TAIWAN.—In order to
maximize cost efficiency and eliminate du-
plication, the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Administrator for the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, should work with the Director of
the American Institute in Taiwan to ensure
coordination with relevant parties of Tai-
wan, as appropriate.

(4) COST-SHARING WITH TAIWAN.—The Sec-
retary of State should convey to relevant
parties of Taiwan, as appropriate, that Tai-
wan should contribute commensurate assist-
ance to countries described in subsection (b).

() REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, and annually thereafter for two years,
the Secretary of State shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on activities described in this section
that were carried out during the preceding
fiscal year.

(B) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
subparagraph (A) shall include—

(i) with respect to each activity described
in subsection (¢c)—

(I) the amount of funding for the activity;

(IT) the goal to which the activity relates;
and

(ITI) an assessment of the success of the ac-
tivity to meet the goal to which the activity
relates; and

(ii) with respect to this subsection—
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(I) the amount of funding for the activity
provided by Taiwan during the preceding
year, if any; and

(IT) an assessment of whether the funding
described in subclause (I) is commensurate
with funding provided by the United States.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to apply to or
limit United States foreign assistance not
provided using amounts available pursuant
to the authorization of appropriations under
subsection (a).

(g) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

SA 3500. Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mr. CURTIS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1248. TATWAN INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Taiwan International Soli-
darity Act”.

(b) CLARIFICATION REGARDING UNITED NA-
TIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2758
(XXVI).—Section 2(a) of the Taiwan Allies
International Protection and Enhancement
Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019 (Public Law
116-135) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(10) United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 2758 (XXVI) established the rep-
resentatives of the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China as the only lawful
representatives of China to the United Na-
tions. The resolution did not address the
issue of representation of Taiwan and its
people in the United Nations or any related
organizations, nor did the resolution take a
position on the relationship between the
People’s Republic of China and Taiwan or in-
clude any statement pertaining to Taiwan’s
sovereignty.

‘(11) The United States opposes any initia-
tive that seeks to change Taiwan’s status
without the consent of the people of Tai-
wan.”.

(c) UNITED STATES ADVOCACY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO RESIST THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA’S EFFORTS TO DISs-
TORT THE ‘‘ONE CHINA” POSITION.—Section 4
of the Taiwan Allies International Protec-
tion and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI)
Act of 2019 is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) to instruct, as appropriate, representa-
tives of the United States Government in all
organizations described in paragraph (1) to
use the voice, vote, and influence of the
United States to advocate that such organi-
zations resist the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s efforts to distort the decisions, lan-
guage, policies, or procedures of such organi-
zations regarding Taiwan.”’.
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(d) OPPOSING THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA’S EFFORTS TO UNDERMINE TAIWAN’S
TIES AND PARTNERSHIPS INTERNATIONALLY.—
Section 5(a) of the Taiwan Allies Inter-
national Protection and Enhancement Ini-
tiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019 is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(4) encourage, as appropriate, United
States allies and partners to oppose the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s efforts to under-
mine Taiwan’s official diplomatic relation-
ships and its partnerships with countries
with which it does not maintain diplomatic
relations.”.

(e) REPORT ON THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA’S ATTEMPTS TO PROMOTE ITS ‘‘ONE
CHINA" POSITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 5(b) of the Taiwan
Allies International Protection and En-
hancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019 is
amended by inserting before the period at
the end the following: ‘‘and information re-
lating to any prior or ongoing attempts by
the People’s Republic of China to undermine
Taiwan’s membership or observer status in
all organizations described in section 4(1)
and Taiwan’s ties and relationships with
other countries in accordance with sub-
section (a)”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The
made by paragraph (1) shall—

(A) take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; and

(B) apply beginning with the first report
required after such date under section 5(b) of
the Taiwan Allies International Protection
and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of
2019, as amended by paragraph (1).

amendment

SA 3501. Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mr. HUSTED) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XXVIII,
add the following:

SEC. 2811. MODIFICATIONS TO LIMITATIONS ON
UNSPECIFIED MINOR CONSTRUC-
TION.

Section 2805 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking °$9,000,000 each place it
appears and inserting ‘$12,000,000’;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (4):

‘“(4) Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of De-
fense shall review the dollar limitations
under this subsection and, based on a review
of the Unified Facilities Criteria 3-701-01
(DoD Facilities Pricing Guide, published
March 17, 2022), or successor criteria, deter-
mine if such dollar limitations should be in-
creased.”; and

(2) in subsection (f)—

(A) by striking ‘(1) ADJUSTMENT OF LIMITA-
TIONS.—”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘$14,000,000’ and inserting
¢‘$18,000,000"".
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SA 3502. Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1210. YOUNG AFRICAN LEADERS INITIATIVE.

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Young African Leaders Initia-
tive Act of 2025’ or the ‘““YALI Act of 2025.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Young African Leaders Initiative,
launched in 2010, is a signature effort to in-
vest in the next generation of African lead-
ers;

(2) Africa is a continent of strategic impor-
tance and it is vital for the United States to
support strong and enduring partnerships
with the next generation of African leaders;

(3) the United States Government should
prioritize investments to build the capacity
of emerging young African leaders in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, including through efforts
that—

(A) enhance leadership skills;

(B) encourage entrepreneurship;

(C) strengthen public administration and
the role of civil society;

(D) enhance peace and security in their re-
spective countries of origin and across Afri-
ca; and

(E) connect young African leaders con-
tinentally and globally across the private,
civic, and public sectors;

(4) youth in Africa have a positive impact
on efforts to foster economic growth, im-
prove public sector transparency and govern-
ance, and counter extremism, and should be
an area of focus for United States outreach
on the African continent; and

(5) the Secretary of State should—

(A) increase the number of fellows from Af-
rica participating in the Mandela Wash-
ington Fellowship above the estimated 700
fellows who participated during fiscal year
2024; and

(B) identify additional ways to connect
YALI alumni to United States public and
private resources and institutions.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) YALI.—The term “YALI” means the
Young African Leaders Initiative established
under this section.

(d) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Young African Leaders Initiative (re-
ferred to in this section as ‘“YALI’), which
shall be carried out by the Secretary of
State.

(e) PURPOSE.—YALI shall seek to build the
capacity of young African leaders in sub-Sa-
haran Africa in the areas of business, civic
engagement, or public administration, in-
cluding through efforts that—

(1) support young African leaders by offer-
ing professional development, training, and
networking opportunities, particularly in
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the areas of leadership, innovation, civic en-
gagement, elections, human rights, entrepre-
neurship, good governance, peace and secu-
rity, and public administration; and

(2) provide increased economic and tech-
nical assistance to young African leaders to
promote economic growth, strengthen ties
between United States and African busi-
nesses, build resilience to predatory lending
practices, and improve capacity in key eco-
nomic areas such as tendering, bidding, and
contract negotiations, budget management
and oversight, anti-corruption, and estab-
lishment of clear policy and regulatory prac-
tices.

(f) FELLOWSHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—YALI shall support the
participation in the United States in the
Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young
African Leaders of fellows from Africa who—

(A) are between 25 and 35 years of age;

(B) have demonstrated strong capabilities
in entrepreneurship, innovation, public serv-
ice, and leadership; and

(C) have had a positive impact in their
communities, organizations, or institutions.

(2) OVERSIGHT.—The fellowships described
in paragraph (1) shall be overseen by the Sec-
retary of State through the Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs.

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—The Secretary of State
shall establish and publish—

(A) eligibility criteria for participation as
a fellow under paragraph (1); and

(B) criteria for determining which eligible
applicants will be selected.

(g) RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES.—Subject to
the approval of the Secretary of State,
United States citizens may—

(1) engage in reciprocal exchanges in con-
nection with alumni of the fellowship de-
scribed in subsection (f); and

(2) collaborate on projects with such fel-
lowship alumni.

(h) REGIONAL LEADERSHIP CENTERS AND
NETWORKS.—The  Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment shall establish—

(1) not fewer than 4 regional leadership
centers in sub-Saharan Africa to offer in-per-
son and online training throughout the year
on business and entrepreneurship, civic lead-
ership, and public management to young Af-
rican leaders who—

(A) are between 18 and 35 years of age;

(B) have demonstrated strong capabilities
in entrepreneurship, innovation, public serv-
ice and leadership, and peace-building and
conflict resolution; and

(C) have had a positive impact in their
communities, organizations, or institutions;
and

(2) an online network that provides infor-
mation and courses on, and connections with
leaders in, the private and public sectors of
Africa.

(1) ACTIVITIES.—

(1) UNITED STATES-BASED ACTIVITIES.—The
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
heads of relevant Federal departments and
agencies, shall oversee all United States-
based activities carried out under YALI, in-
cluding—

(A) the participation of Mandela Wash-
ington Fellows in a 6-week Leadership Insti-
tute at a United States educational institu-
tion in business, civic engagement, or public
management, including academic sessions,
site visits, professional networking opportu-
nities, leadership training, community serv-
ice, and organized cultural activities; and

(B) the participation by Mandela Wash-
ington fellows in an annual Mandela Wash-
ington Fellowship Summit, to provide such
Fellows the opportunity to meet with United
States leaders from the private, public, and
nonprofit sectors.
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(2) AFRICA-BASED ACTIVITIES.—The Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator for the United States Agency for
International Development and the heads of
other relevant Federal departments and
agencies, should continue to support YALI
activities in sub-Saharan Africa, including—

(A) continued leadership training and
other professional development opportuni-
ties for Mandela Washington Fellowship for
Young African Leaders alumni upon their re-
turn to their home countries, including on-
line courses, technical assistance, and access
to funding;

(B) training for young African leaders at
regional leadership centers established pur-
suant to subsection (h), and through online
and in-person courses offered by such cen-
ters; and

(C) opportunities for networking and en-
gagement with—

(i) alumni of the Mandela Washington Fel-
lowship for Young African Leaders;

(ii) alumni of programs at regional leader-
ship centers established pursuant to sub-
section (h);

(iii) United States and like-minded diplo-
matic missions, business leaders, and others
as appropriate; and

(iv) where practicable and appropriate,
other United States-funded regional leader-
ship programs, including the Young South-
east Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI), the
Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative
(YLAI), the Young Pacific Leaders (YPL),
and the Young Transatlantic Innovation
Leaders Initiative (YTILI), and through De-
partment of State programs such as the
Community Engagement Exchange Program
and other initiatives.

(3) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of
State, in coordination with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development and the heads of other
relevant Federal departments and agencies,
shall carry out this subsection by seeking to
partner with the private sector—

(A) to pursue public-private partnerships;

(B) to leverage private sector expertise;

(C) to expand networking opportunities;
and

(D) to identify funding opportunities and
fellowship and employment opportunities for
YALIL

(j) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of State, in coordina-
tion with the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the heads of other relevant Federal
departments and agencies, shall submit a
plan to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees for implementing YALI, including—

(1) a description of clearly defined program
goals, targets, and planned outcomes for
each year and for the duration of implemen-
tation of the program;

(2) a strategy to monitor and evaluate the
program and progress made toward achieving
such goals, targets, and planned outcomes;
and

(3) a strategy to ensure the program is pro-
moting United States foreign policy goals in
Africa, including ensuring that the program
is clearly branded, paired with robust public
diplomacy efforts, and incorporates diversity
among participants as practicable, including
countries and communities in Africa facing
economic distress, civil conflict,
marginalization, and other challenges.

(k) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for the following 4 years,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees, and publish in a publicly acces-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

sible, internet-based form, a report that in-
cludes—

(1) a description of the progress made to-
ward achieving the goals, targets, and
planned outcomes described in subsection
(i))(1), including an overview of the program
implemented in the previous year and an es-
timated number of beneficiaries;

(2) an assessment of how YALI is contrib-
uting to and promoting United States-Africa
relations, particularly in areas of increased
private sector investment, trade promotion,
support to civil society, improved public ad-
ministration, promoting peace and security,
and fostering entrepreneurship and youth
empowerment;

(3) recommendations for improvements or
changes to YALI and the implementation
plan, if any, that would improve their effec-
tiveness during subsequent years of YALI’s
implementation; and

(4) for the first report submitted under this
subsection, an assessment of the feasibility
of expanding YALI to Morocco, Algeria, Tu-
nisia, Libya, and Egypt.

(1) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have effect on the date that is 5 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 3503. Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2026 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION E—ROAD TO HOUSING ACT
SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘“Renew-
ing Opportunity in the American Dream to
Housing Act of 2025 or the “ROAD to Hous-
ing Act of 2025,

SEC. 5002. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this division is as
follows:

DIVISION E—ROAD TO HOUSING ACT
Sec. 5001. Short title.

Sec. 5002. Table of contents.
TITLE I—-IMPROVING FINANCIAL
LITERACY

Sec. 5101. Reforms to housing counseling
and financial literacy pro-
grams.

TITLE ITI—BUILDING MORE IN AMERICA

Sec. 5201. Rental assistance demonstration
program.

Increasing housing in opportunity
zZones.

Housing Supply Frameworks Act.

Whole-Home Repairs Act.

Community Investment and Pros-
perity Act.

Build Now Act.

Better Use of Intergovernmental
and Local Development
(BUILD) Housing Act.

Unlocking Housing Supply
Through Streamlined and Mod-
ernized Reviews Act.

Innovation Fund.

Accelerating Home Building Act.

Build More Housing Near Transit
Act.

Revitalizing Empty Structures
Into Desirable Environments
(RESIDE) Act.

Housing Affordability Act.

Sec. 5202.
5203.
5204.
5205.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

5206.
5207.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5208.

5209.
5210.
5211.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5212.

Sec. 5213.

August 1, 2025

TITLE III—-MANUFACTURED HOUSING
FOR AMERICA
Sec. 5301. Housing Supply Expansion Act.
Sec. 5302. Modular Housing Production Act.
Sec. 5303. Property Improvement and Manu-
factured Housing Loan Mod-
ernization Act.
Sec. 5304. Price Act.
TITLE IV—ACCESSING THE AMERICAN
DREAM
Creating incentives for small dol-
lar loan originators.
Small dollar mortgage points and
fees.
Appraisal Industry Improvement

Act.

5404. Helping More Families Save Act.

5405. Choice in Affordable Housing Act.
TITLE V—PROGRAM REFORM

5601. Reforming Disaster Recovery Act.

55602. HOME Investment Partnerships

Reauthorization and Improve-

ment Act.

Rural Housing Service Reform

Act.

55604. New Moving to Work cohort.
55056. Reducing Homelessness Through

Program Reform Act.
Incentivizing local solutions to

homelessness.

TITLE VI—VETERANS AND HOUSING
Sec. 5601. VA Home Loan Awareness Act.
Sec. 5602. Veterans Affairs Loan Informed

Disclosure (VALID) Act.
5603. Housing Unhoused Disabled Vet-
erans Act.

TITLE VII-OVERSIGHT AND

ACCOUNTABILITY

5701. Requiring annual testimony and
oversight from housing regu-
lators.

5702. FHA reporting requirements on
safety and soundness.

5703. United States Interagency Council
on Homelessness oversight.

5704. NeighborWorks Accountability
Act.

Sec. 5705. Appraisal Modernization Act.

TITLE VIII—COORDINATION, STUDIES,

AND REPORTING

5801. HUD-USDA-VA Interagency Co-
ordination Act.

5802. Streamlining Rural Housing Act.

5803. Improving self-sufficiency of fami-
lies in HUD-subsidized housing.

TITLE I—-IMPROVING FINANCIAL

LITERACY
5101. REFORMS TO HOUSING COUNSELING
AND FINANCIAL LITERACY PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106 of the Hous-
ing and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12
U.S.C. 1701x) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4)(C), by striking ‘‘ade-
quate distribution” and all that follows
through ‘‘foreclosure rates’” and inserting
‘“‘that the recipients are geographically di-
verse and include organizations that serve
urban or rural areas’’;

(2) in subsection (e), by adding at the end
the following:

‘() PERFORMANCE
retary—

“(A) may conduct periodic on-site reviews;
and

‘(B) shall conduct performance reviews of
all participating agencies that—

‘(i) consists of a review of the partici-
pating agency’s compliance with all program
requirements; and

‘(ii) may take into account the agency’s
aggregate counselor performance under para-
graph (7)(B).

¢(7) CONSIDERATIONS.—

““(A) COVERED MORTGAGE LOAN DEFINED.—In
this paragraph, the term ‘covered mortgage

Sec. 5401.

Sec. 5402.
Sec. 5403.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5503.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5506.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

SEC.

REVIEW.—The Sec-
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loan’ means any loan which is secured by a
first or subordinate lien on residential real
property (including individual units of con-
dominiums and cooperatives) designed prin-
cipally for the occupancy of between 1 and 4
families that is—

‘(i) insured by the Federal Housing Admin-
istration under title II of the National Hous-
ing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.); or

‘“(ii) guaranteed under section 184 or 184A
of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 1715z-13a, 1715z-13b).

‘‘(B) COMPARISON.—For each counselor em-
ployed by an organization receiving assist-
ance under this section for pre-purchase
housing counseling, the Secretary may con-
sider the performance of the counselor com-
pared to the default rate of all counseled bor-
rowers of a covered mortgage loan in com-
parable markets and such other factors as
the Secretary determines appropriate to fur-
ther the purposes of this section.

‘“(8) CERTIFICATION.—If, based on the com-
parison required under paragraph (7)(B), the
Secretary determines that a counselor lacks
competence to provide counseling in the
areas described in subsection (e)(2) and such
action will not create a significant loss of ca-
pacity for housing counseling services in the
service area, the Secretary may—

““(A) require continued education coupled
with successful completion of a probationary
period;

‘(B) require retesting if the counselor con-
tinues to demonstrate a lack of competence
under paragraph (7)(B); and

‘(C) permanently suspend an individual
certification if a counselor fails to dem-
onstrate competence after not fewer than 2
retesting opportunities under subparagraph
(B).”;

(3) in subsection (i)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

¢“(3) TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may deny
renewal of covered assistance to an organiza-
tion or entity receiving covered assistance if
the Secretary determines that the organiza-
tion or entity, or the individual through
which the organization or entity provides
counseling, is not in compliance with pro-
gram requirements—

‘(i) based on the performance review de-
scribed in subsection (e)(6); and

‘“(ii) in accordance with regulations issued
by the Secretary.

‘(B) NOTICE.—The Secretary shall give an
organization or entity receiving covered as-
sistance not less than 60 days prior written
notice of any denial of renewal under this
paragraph, and the determination of renewal
shall not be finalized until the end of that
notice period.

‘(C) INFORMAL CONFERENCE.—If requested
in writing by the organization or entity
within the notice period described in sub-
paragraph (B), the organization or entity
shall be entitled to an informal conference
with the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Housing Counseling on behalf of the Sec-
retary at which the organization or entity
may present for consideration of specific fac-
tors that the organization or entity believes
were beyond the control of the organization
or entity and that caused the failure to com-
ply with program requirements, such as a
lack of lender or servicer coordination or
communication with housing counseling
agencies and individual counselors.”; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(j) OFFERING FORECLOSURE MITIGATION
COUNSELING.—

(1) COVERED MORTGAGE LOAN DEFINED.—In
this subsection, the term ‘covered mortgage
loan’ means any loan which is secured by a
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first or subordinate lien on residential real
property (including individual units of con-
dominiums) or stock or membership in a co-
operative ownership housing corporation de-
signed principally for the occupancy of be-
tween 1 and 4 families that is—

‘“(A) insured by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration under title II of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.);

‘(B) guaranteed under section 184 or 184A
of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 1715z-13a, 1715z-13b);

‘(C) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Veterans Affairs; or

‘(D) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Agriculture.

‘“(2) OPPORTUNITY FOR BORROWERS.—A bor-
rower with respect to a covered mortgage
loan who is 30 days or more delinquent on
payments for the covered mortgage loan
shall be given an opportunity to participate
in available housing counseling.

‘“(8) CosT.—If the requirements of sections
202(a)(3) and 205(f) of the National Housing
Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(a)(3), 1711(f)) are met, the
fair market rate cost of counseling for delin-
quent borrowers described in paragraph (2)
with respect to a covered mortgage loan de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A) shall be paid for
by the Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund, as
authorized under section 203(r)(4) of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1709(r)(4)).”".

TITLE II—BUILDING MORE IN AMERICA
SEC. 5201. RENTAL ASSISTANCE DEMONSTRA-

TION PROGRAM.

The language under the heading ‘“‘RENTAL
ASSISTANCE DEMONSTRATION"’ in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development Ap-
propriations Act, 2012 (Public Law 112-55; 125
Stat. 673) is amended—

(1) in the second proviso, by striking ‘‘until
September 30, 2029’ and inserting ‘‘for fiscal
year 2012 and each fiscal year thereafter’’;

(2) by striking the fourth proviso;

(3) in the twentieth proviso, as so des-
ignated before the date of enactment of this
Act, by striking ‘‘or other means:” and in-
serting ‘‘or other means, including the adop-
tion of a mandatory tenant lease and man-
agement plan addendum for a property with
assistance converted, if not otherwise cov-
ered by another program, under this dem-
onstration:”

(4) by striking the twenty-second proviso,
as so designated before the date of enact-
ment of this Act;

() in the twenty-seventh, thirtieth, thirty-
first, thirty-second, thirty-third, and thirty-
forth provisos, as so designated before the
date of enactment of this Act, by striking
‘““Second Component’ each place the term
appears and inserting ‘‘First Component’’;
and

(6) by striking ‘‘vouchers to project-based
vouchers.” and inserting ‘‘vouchers to
project-based vouchers: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall annually assess and
publish findings regarding the impact of the
conversion of assistance under the First
Component of the demonstration with re-
spect to the preservation and improvement
of public housing, the amount of private sec-
tor leveraging resulting from such conver-
sion transactions, the prevalence of pre-con-
version residents remaining in or returning
to the property following conversion, and the
effect of such conversion on tenants, includ-
ing the impact of such conversion on the
rights maintained by tenants as enumerated
in regulations and other documents confer-
ring rights upon tenants as developed by the
Secretary, and other matters the Secretary
may determine appropriate: Provided further,
That the Secretary may take remediative
action or impose civil money penalties or
other administrative sanctions for material
violations of a requirement under the dem-
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onstration: Provided further, That nothing in
the matter under this heading shall be con-
strued to diminish, impair, or otherwise af-
fect the rights of property owners or tenants
as enumerated in current law and regula-
tions: Provided further, That all property
owner rights, including those related to own-
ership, management, and contractual obliga-
tions, shall continue to apply and be re-
spected following a Rental Assistance Dem-
onstration Program conversion: Provided fur-
ther, That all tenant protections and rights
established in current law and regulations
shall remain fully in effect for properties
converted under the Rental Assistance Dem-
onstration Program.”.

SEC. 5202. INCREASING HOUSING IN

TUNITY ZONES.

(a) COVERED GRANT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered grant’’ means any
competitive grant relating to the construc-
tion, modification, rehabilitation, or preser-
vation of housing, as determined by the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development.

(b) PRIORITY.—When awarding a covered
grant, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development may give additional weight to
applicants located in, or that primarily
serve, a community that has been designated
as a qualified opportunity zone under section
1400Z-1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

SEC. 5203. HOUSING SUPPLY FRAMEWORKS ACT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The United States is facing a housing
supply shortage. This housing supply short-
age has resulted in a record number of cost-
burdened households across regions and
spanning the large and small cities, towns,
and coastal and rural communities of the
United States.

(2) Several factors contribute to the under-
supply of housing in the United States, par-
ticularly workforce housing, including rising
costs of construction, a shortage of labor,
supply chain disruptions, and a lack of reli-
able funding sources.

(3) Regulatory barriers at the State and
local levels, such as zoning and land use reg-
ulations, also inhibit the creation of new
housing to meet local and regional housing
needs.

(4) State and local governments are
proactively exploring solutions for reforming
regulatory barriers, but additional resources,
data, and models can help adequately ad-
dress these challenges.

(5) While land use regulation is the respon-
sibility of State and local governments,
there is Federal support for necessary re-
forms, and there is an opportunity for the
Federal Government to provide support and
assistance to State and local governments
that wish to undertake necessary reforms in
a manner that fits their communities’ needs.

(6) Therefore, zoning ordinances or systems
of land use regulation that have the intent
or effect of restricting housing opportunities
based on economic status or income without
interests that are substantial, legitimate,
nondiscriminatory and that outweigh the re-
gional need for housing are contrary to the
regional and national interest.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—The term ‘‘af-
fordable housing’ means housing for which
the monthly payment is not more than 30
percent of the monthly income of the house-
hold.

(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary for Policy Development and Research
of the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

(3) LOCAL ZONING FRAMEWORK.—The term
“local zoning framework’” means the local

OPPOR-
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zoning codes and other ordinances, proce-
dures, and policies governing zoning and
land-use at the local level.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

() STATE ZONING FRAMEWORK.—The term
“State zoning framework’ means the State
legislation or State agency and department
procedures, or such legislation or procedures
in an insular area of the United States, ena-
bling local planning and zoning authorities
and establishing and guiding related policies
and programs.

(¢) GUIDELINES ON STATE AND LOCAL ZONING
FRAMEWORKS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Assistant Secretary shall publish documents
outlining guidelines and best practices to
support production of adequate housing to
meet the needs of communities and provide
housing opportunities for individuals at
every income level across communities with
respect to—

(A) State zoning frameworks; and

(B) local zoning frameworks.

(2) CONSULTATION; PUBLIC COMMENT.—Dur-
ing the 2-year period beginning on the date
of enactment of this Act, in developing the
guidelines and best practices required under
paragraph (1), the Assistant Secretary
shall—

(A) publish draft guidelines in the Federal
Register for public comment; and

(B) establish a task force for the purpose of
providing consultation to draft guidelines
published under subparagraph (A), the mem-
bers of which shall include—

(i) planners and architects;

(ii) housing developers, including afford-
able and market-rate housing developers,
manufactured housing developers, and other
business interests;

(iii) community engagement experts and
community members impacted by zoning de-
cisions;

(iv) public housing authorities and transit
authorities;

(v) members of local zoning and planning
boards and local and regional transportation
planning organizations;

(vi) State officials responsible for housing
or land use, including members of State zon-
ing boards of appeals;

(vii) academic researchers; and

(viii) home builders.

(3) CONTENTS.—The guidelines and best
practices required under paragraph (1)
shall—

(A) with respect to State zoning frame-
works, outline potential models for updated
State enabling legislation or State agency
and department procedures;

(B) include recommendations regarding—

(i) the reduction or elimination of parking
minimums;

(ii) the increase in maximum floor area
ratio requirements and maximum building
heights and the reduction in minimum lot
sizes and set-back requirements;

(iii) the elimination of restrictions against
accessory dwelling units;

(iv) increasing by-right uses, including du-
plex, triplex, or quadplex buildings, across
cities or metropolitan areas;

(v) mechanisms, including proximity to
transit, to determine the appropriate scope
for rezoning and ensure development that
does not disproportionately burden residents
of economically distressed areas;

(vi) provisions regarding review of by-right
development proposals to streamline review
and reduce uncertainty, including—

(I) nondiscretionary, ministerial review;
and

(IT) entitlement and design review proc-
esses;
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(vii) the reduction of obstacles, regulatory
or otherwise, to a range of housing types at
all levels of affordability, including manu-
factured and modular housing;

(viii) State model zoning regulations for
directing local reforms, including mecha-
nisms to encourage adoption;

(ix) provisions to encourage transit-ori-
ented development, including increased per-
missible units per structure and reduced
minimum lot sizes near existing or planned
public transit stations;

(x) potential reforms to strengthen the
public engagement process;

(xi) reforms to protest petition statutes;

(xii) the standardization, reduction, or
elimination of impact fees;

(xiii) cost effective and appropriate build-
ing codes;

(xiv) models for community benefit agree-
ments;

(xv) mechanisms to preserve affordability,
limit disruption of low-income communities,
and prevent displacement of existing resi-
dents;

(xvi) with respect to State zoning frame-
works—

(I) State model codes for directing local re-
forms, including mechanisms to encourage
adoption;

(II) a model for a State zoning appeals
process, which would—

(aa) create a process for developers or
builders requesting a variance, conditional
use, special permit, zoning district change,
similar discretionary permit, or otherwise
petitioning a local zoning or planning board
for a project including a State-defined
amount of affordable housing to appeal a re-
jection to a State body or regional body em-
powered by the State; and

(bb) establish qualifications for commu-
nities to be exempted from the appeals proc-
ess based on their available stock of afford-
able housing; and

(ITII) streamlining of State environmental
review policies;

(xvii) with respect to local zoning frame-
works—

(I) the simplification and standardization
of existing zoning codes;

(IT) maximum review timelines;

(ITII) best practices for the disposition of
land owned by local governments for afford-
able housing development;

(IV) differentiations between best practices
for rural, suburban, and urban communities,
and communities with different levels of
density or population distribution; and

(V) streamlining of local environmental re-
view policies; and

(xviii) other land use measures that pro-
mote access to new housing opportunities
identified by the Secretary; and

(C) consider—

(i) the effects of adopting any rec-
ommendation on eligibility for Federal dis-
cretionary grants and tax credits for the pur-
pose of housing or community development;

(ii) coordination between infrastructure in-
vestments and housing planning;

(iii) local housing needs, including ways to
set and measure housing goals and targets;

(iv) a range of affordability for rental
units, with a prioritization of units attain-
able to extremely low-, low-, and moderate-
income residents;

(v) a range of affordability for homeowner-
ship;

(vi) accountability measures;

(vii) the long-term cost to residents and
businesses if more housing is not con-
structed;

(viii) barriers to individuals seeking to ac-
cess affordable housing in growing commu-
nities and communities with economic op-
portunity;
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(ix) with respect to State zoning frame-
works—

(I) distinctions between States providing
constitutional or statutory home rule au-
thority to municipalities and States oper-
ating under the Dillon Rule, as articulated
in Hunter v. Pittsburgh, 207 U.S. 161 (1907);
and

(IT) Statewide mechanisms to preserve ex-
isting affordability over the long term, in-
cluding support for land banks and commu-
nity land trusts;

(x) public comments elicited under para-
graph (2)(A); and

(xi) other considerations, as identified by
the Secretary.

(d) ABOLISHMENT OF THE REGULATORY BAR-
RIERS CLEARINGHOUSE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Regulatory Barriers
Clearinghouse established pursuant to sec-
tion 1205 of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 12705d) is
abolished.

(2) REPEAL.—Section 1205 of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1992 (42
U.S.C. 12705d) is repealed.

(e) REPORTING.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 5 years
after the date on which the Assistant Sec-
retary publishes the guidelines and best
practices for State and local zoning frame-
works, the Assistant Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report describing—

(A) the States that have adopted rec-
ommendations from the guidelines and best
practices, pursuant to subsection (c);

(B) a summary of the localities that have
adopted recommendations from the guide-
lines and best practices, pursuant to sub-
section (c);

(C) a list of States that adopted a State
zoning framework;

(D) a summary of the modifications that
each State has made in their State zoning
framework;

(E) a general summary of the types of up-
dates localities have made to their local zon-
ing framework;

(F') of the States that have adopted a State
zoning framework or recommendations from
the guidelines and best practices, the effect
of such adoptions; and

(G) a summary of recommendations that
were routinely not adopted by States or by
localities.

(2) MONITORING.—T'wo years after the date
which the Assistant Secretary submits to
Congress the initial report required under
paragraph (1), and biennially thereafter, the
Secretary shall—

(A) publish a report that—

(i) provides the latest information regard-
ing the information described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (G) of that paragraph;

(ii) identifies, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, the adoption rates by States and lo-
calities of each guideline and best practice
established under subsection (c);

(iii) requests and establishes a public com-
ment period on the guidelines and best prac-
tices established under subsection (c¢) that
are routinely not adopted or adopted at sig-
nificantly lower rates by States and local-
ities; and

(iv) includes other relevant information
and criteria, as determined by the Secretary;
and

(B) review and consider all public feedback
to the report required under subparagraph
(A) for the purpose of improving the guide-
lines or best practices under subsection (¢) to
further achieve the zoning goals stated in
subsection (a).

(f) GAO REPORT ON HOUSING SUPPLY.—Not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submit to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
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the Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives a
report that investigates barriers to housing
supply, which shall include an assessment
of—

(1) the current state of—

(A) the rental and homeowner housing sup-
ply shortage;

(B) geographic patterns of that shortage;

(C) shortages in housing at various levels
of affordability; and

(D) shortages in housing appropriate for
seniors, families with children, and people
with disabilities;

(2) the key drivers of the shortages de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(3) regulatory, administrative, or proce-
dural barriers that exist in Federal housing
programs that inhibit housing development,
and policy actions that can be taken to ad-
dress those barriers;

(4) the extent to which jurisdictions have
successfully implemented zoning or other
policy reforms to increase housing produc-
tion and supply; and

(5) opportunities for increasing coordina-
tion between the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency, the Department of Agri-
culture, the Department of the Treasury,
and other agencies to address housing sup-
ply.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section such
sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2030.

(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to permit the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to take an adverse action against or
fail to provide otherwise offered actions or
services for any State or locality if the State
or locality declines to adopt a guideline or
best practice under subsection (c).

SEC. 5204. WHOLE-HOME REPAIRS ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFORDABLE UNIT.—The term ‘‘afford-
able unit” means a unit for which the
monthly rental payment is not more than 30
percent of the gross income of an individual
earning at or below 80 percent of the area
median income, as defined by the Secretary.

(2) ASSISTED UNIT.—The term ‘‘assisted
unit’’ means a unit that undergoes repair or
rehabilitation work through a whole-home
repairs program administered by an imple-
menting organization under this section.

(3) ELIGIBLE HOMEOWNER.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble homeowner’ means a homeowner—

(A) with a household income that—

(i) is not more than 80 percent of the area
median income; or

(ii) meets the income eligibility require-
ments for receiving assistance or benefits
under a specified program, as defined in
paragraph (11); and

(B) who is—

(i) an owner of record as evidenced by a
publicly recorded deed and occupies the
home on which repairs are to be conducted
as their principal residence;

(ii) an owner-occupant of the manufactured
home on which repairs are to be conducted;
or

(iii) an owner who can demonstrate an
ownership interest in the property on which
repairs are to be conducted, including a per-
son who has inherited an interest in that
property.

(4) ELIGIBLE LANDLORD.—The term ‘‘eligible
landlord” means an individual—

(A) who owns, as determined by the rel-
evant implementing organization, fewer
than 10 eligible rental properties, with a ma-
jority of affordable units and not more than
50 total units, operated as primary resi-
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dences in which a majority ownership inter-
est is held by the individual, the spouse of
the individual, or the dependent children of
the individual, or any closely held legal enti-
ty controlled by the individual, the spouse of
the individual, or the dependent children of
the individual, either individually or collec-
tively; and

(B) who agrees to the provisions described
in subsection (b)(3).

(5) ELIGIBLE RENTAL PROPERTY.—The term
‘‘eligible rental property’ means a residen-
tial property that—

(A) is leased, or offered exclusively for
lease, as a primary residence by an eligible
landlord; and

(B) includes affordable units.

(6) FORGIVABLE LOAN.—The term ‘‘forgiv-
able loan’ means a loan—

(A) made to an eligible landlord;

(B) that is secured by a lien recorded
against a residential property; and

(C) that may be forgiven by the imple-
menting organization not later than the date
that is 3 years after the completion of the re-
pairs if the eligible landlord has maintained
compliance with the loan agreement de-
scribed in subsection (b)(3).

(7) IMPLEMENTING ORGANIZATION.—The term
“‘implementing organization’—

(A) means a unit of general local govern-
ment or a State that—

(i) will administer a whole-home repairs
program through an agency, department, or
other entity; or

(ii) enter into agreements with 1 or more
local governments, municipal authorities,
other governmental authorities, including a
tribally designated housing entity, or quali-
fied nonprofit organizations, to administer a
whole-home repairs program as a sub-
recipient; and

(B) does not include a redundant entity in
a jurisdiction already served by a grantee
under subsection (b).

(8) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Native American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C.
4103).

(99 QUALIFIED NONPROFIT.—The term
‘‘qualified nonprofit” means a nonprofit or-
ganization that—

(A) has received funding, as a recipient or
subrecipient, through—

(i) the Community Development Block
Grant program under title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

(ii) the HOME Investment Partnerships
program under subtitle A of title II of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.);

(iii) the Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduc-
tion grant program under section 1011 of the
Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduc-
tion Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 4852) or a grant
under the Healthy Homes Initiative adminis-
tered by the Secretary pursuant to sections
501 and 502 of the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 1701z-1, 1701z-2);

(iv) the Self-Help and Assisted Homeowner-
ship Opportunity program authorized under
section 11 of the Housing Opportunity Pro-
gram Extension Act of 1996 (42 U.S.C. 12805
note);

(v) a rural housing program under title V
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1471 et
seq.); or

(vi) the Neighborhood Reinvestment Cor-
poration established under the Neighborhood
Reinvestment Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 8101
et seq.);

(B) has coordinated, performed, or other-
wise been engaged in weatherization, lead re-
mediation, or home-repair work for not less
than 2 years;
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(C) has been certified by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, or by a State au-
thorized by the Environmental Protection
Agency to administer a certification pro-
gram, as—

(i) eligible to carry out activities under the
lead renovation, repair and painting pro-
gram; or

(ii) a Home Certification Organization
under the Energy Star program established
by section 324A of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6294a) or the
WaterSense program under section 324B of
that Act (42 U.S.C. 6294b), or recognized or
otherwise approved by the Environmental
Protection Agency as a Home Certification
Organization under either of those programs;
or

(D) is a community development financial
institution, as defined in section 103 of the
Community Development Banking and Fi-
nancial Institutions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C.
4702).

(10) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(11) SPECIFIED PROGRAM.—For purposes of
paragraph (3)(A)(ii), the term ‘‘specified pro-
gram’’ means any of the following:

(A) The Medicaid program established
under title XIX of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.).

(B) The State Children’s Health Insurance
Program established under title XXI of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.).

(C) The supplemental security income ben-
efits program established under title XVI of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et
seq.).

(D) The supplemental nutrition assistance
program established under the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).

(E) The temporary assistance for needy
families program established under part A of
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
601 et seq.).

(12) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means—

(A) each State of the United States;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

(D) any territory or possession of the
United States; and

(E) an Indian tribe.

(13) TRIBALLY DESIGNATED HOUSING ENTI-
TY.—The term ‘‘tribally designated housing
entity” has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

(14) WHOLE-HOME REPAIRS.—The term
‘““‘whole-home repairs’’ means modifications,
repairs, or updates to homeowner or renter-
occupied units to address—

(A) physical and sensory accessibility for
individuals with disabilities and older
adults, such as bathroom and kitchen modi-
fications, installation of grab bars and hand-
rails, guards and guardrails, lifting devices,
ramp additions or repairs, sidewalk addition
or repair, or doorway or hallway widening;

(B) habitability and safety concerns, such
as repairs needed to ensure residential units
are fit for human habitation and free from
defective conditions or health and safety
hazards; or

(C) energy and water efficiency, resilience,
and weatherization.

(b) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish a pilot program to
provide grants to implementing organiza-
tions to administer a whole-home repairs
program for eligible homeowners and eligible
landlords.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—An implementing orga-
nization that receives a grant under this sub-
section—
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(A) shall provide grants to eligible home-
owners to implement whole-home repairs not
covered by other Federal home repair pro-
grams and up to a maximum amount per
unit, which maximum amount should—

(i) reflect local construction costs and the
level of repairs needed in each unit; and

(ii) be calculated and approved by the Sec-
retary;

(B) shall provide loans, which may be for-
givable, to eligible landlords to implement
whole-home repairs not covered by other
Federal home repair programs for individual
affordable units, public and common use
areas within the property, and common
structural elements up to a maximum
amount per unit, area, or element, as appli-
cable, which maximum amount should—

(i) reflect local construction costs; and

(ii) be calculated and approved by the Sec-
retary;

(C) shall evaluate, or provide assistance to
eligible homeowners and eligible landlords to
evaluate, whole-home repair program funds
provided under this subsection with Federal,
State, and local home repair programs to
provide the greatest benefit to the greatest
number of eligible landlords and eligible
homeowners and avoid duplication of bene-
fits and redundancies;

(D) shall ensure that—

(i) all repairs funded or facilitated through
an award under this subsection have been
completed;

(ii) if repairs are not completed and the
plan for whole-home repairs is not updated
to reflect the new scope of work, that the
loan or grant is repaid on a prorated basis
based on completed work; and

(iii) any unused grant or loan balance is re-
turned to the implementing organization,
and is reused by the implementing organiza-
tion for a new whole-home repair grant or
loan under this subsection;

(E) may use not more than 5 percent of the
awarded funds to carry out related functions,
including workforce training for home repair
professions, which shall be related to efforts
to increase the number of home repairs per-
formed and approved by the Secretary;

(F) may use not more than 10 percent of
the awarded funds for administrative ex-
penses; and

(G) shall comply with Federal accessibility
requirements and standards under applicable
Federal fair housing and civil rights laws
and regulations, including section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794).

(3) LOAN AGREEMENT.—In a loan agreement
with an eligible landlord under this sub-
section, an implementing organization shall
include provisions establishing that the eli-
gible landlord shall, for each eligible rental
property for which a loan is used to fund re-
pairs under this subsection—

(A) comply with Federal accessibility re-
quirements and standards under applicable
Federal fair housing and civil rights laws
and regulations, including section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794); and

(B)(i) if the landlord is renting the assisted
units available in the eligible rental prop-
erty to tenants receiving tenant-based rental
assistance under section 8(o) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 TU.S.C.
1437f(0)), under another tenant-based rental
assistance program administered by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary of Agriculture, or
under a tenant-based rental subsidy provided
by a State or local government, comply with
the program requirements under the rel-
evant tenant-based rental assistance pro-
gram; or

(ii) if the eligible landlord is not renting to
tenants receiving rental-based assistance as
described in clause (i)—

(ID(aa) offer to extend the lease of current
tenants on current terms, other than the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

terms described in subclause (iv) for not less
than 3 years beginning after the completion
of the repairs, unless the lease is terminated
due to failure to pay rent, performance of an
illegal act within the rental unit, or a viola-
tion of an obligation of tenancy that the ten-
ants failed to correct after notice; and

(bb) if the tenant of an assisted unit moves
out of the assisted unit at any point in the
3-year period following the loan agreement,
maintain the unit as an affordable unit for
the remainder of the 3-year period;

(IT) provide documentation verifying that
the property, upon completion of approved
renovations, has met all applicable State
and local housing and building codes;

(ITI) attest that the landlord has no known
serious violations of renter protections that
have resulted in fines, penalties, or judg-
ments during the preceding 10 years; and

(IV) cap annual rent increases for each as-
sisted unit at 5 percent of base rent or infla-
tion, whichever is lower, for not less than 3
yvears beginning after the completion of the
repairs.

(4) APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An implementing organi-
zation desiring an award under this sub-
section shall submit to the Secretary an ap-
plication that includes—

(i) the geographic scope of the whole-home
repairs program to be administered by the
implementing organization, including the
plan to address need in any rural, suburban,
or urban area within a jurisdiction;

(ii) a plan for selecting subrecipients, if ap-
plicable;

(iii) how the implementing organization
plans to execute the coordination of Federal,
State, and local home repair programs, in-
cluding programs administered by the De-
partment of Energy or the Department of
Agriculture, to increase efficiency and re-
duce redundancy;

(iv) available data on the need for afford-
able and quality housing within the geo-
graphic scope of the whole-home repairs pro-
gram, and any plans to preserve affordability
through the term of the award;

(v) how the implementing organization
plans to process and verify applications for
grants from eligible homeowners and appli-
cations for loans from eligible landlords; and

(vi) such other information as the Sec-
retary requires to determine the ability of
an applicant to carry out a program under
this subsection.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making awards
under this subsection, the Secretary shall—

(i) with respect to applications submitted
by States other than the District of Colum-
bia and the territories of the United States,
prioritize those applications with a dem-
onstrated plan to—

(I) make a good faith effort to implement
the pilot program in every jurisdiction; and

(IT) provide non-metropolitan areas, or sub-
recipients serving non-metropolitan areas if
applicable, with a share of total funds com-
mensurate to their population;

(ii) aim to select applicants so that the
awardees collectively span diverse geog-
raphies, with an intent to understand the
impact of the pilot program under this sub-
section in urban, suburban, rural, and Tribal
settings; and

(iii) not disqualify implementing organiza-
tions that were awarded grants under the
pilot program in prior application cycles.

(5) PROGRAM INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall make available to grant recipients
under this subsection information regarding
existing Federal programs for which grant
recipients may coordinate or provide assist-
ance in coordinating applications for those
programs in accordance with paragraph
(2)(C).
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(6) GRANT NUMBER.—In each year in which
an award is made under this subsection, the
Secretary shall award assistance to—

(A) not less than 2, and not more than 10,
implementing organizations, as application
numbers and funding permit; and

(B) not more than 1 implementing organi-
zation in any State.

(7) LOANS THAT ARE NOT FORGIVEN.—If a
loan made by an implementing organization
under paragraph (2)(B) is not forgiven, the
loan repayment funds shall be reused by the
implementing organization for a new whole-
home repair grant or loan under this sub-
section.

(8) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—Amounts
awarded under this subsection to imple-
menting organizations shall supplement, not
supplant, other Federal, State, and local
funds made available to those entities.

(9) STREAMLINING PROGRAM DELIVERY AND
ENSURING EFFICIENCY.—To the extent pos-
sible, in carrying out the pilot program
under this subsection, the Secretary shall—

(A) endeavor to improve efficiency of serv-
ice delivery, as well as the experience of and
impact on the taxpayer, by encouraging pro-
grammatic collaboration and information
sharing across Federal, State, and local pro-
grams for home repair or improvement, in-
cluding programs administered by the De-
partment of the Agriculture; and

(B) enhance collaboration and cross-agency
streamlining efforts that reduce the burdens
of multiple income verification processes
and applications on the eligible homeowner,
the eligible landlord, the implementing orga-
nization, and the Federal Government, in-
cluding by establishing assistance applica-
tion procedures for income eligibility under
this subsection that recognize income eligi-
bility determinations for assistance using
any of the criteria under subsection (a)(3)(A)
that have been used for assistance applica-
tions during the 1-year period preceding the
date on which an eligible homeowner or eli-
gible landlord applies for assistance under
this subsection.

(10) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.—An implementing or-
ganization that receives a grant under this
subsection shall submit to the Secretary an
annual report on initial funding that in-
cludes—

(i) the number of units served, including
reporting on both homeownership and rental
units, as well as accessible units;

(ii) the average cost per unit for modifica-
tions or repairs and the nature of those
modifications or repairs, including reporting
on accessibility and both homeownership and
rental units;

(iii) the number of applications received,
served, denied, or not completed,
disaggregated by geographic area;

(iv) the aggregated demographic data of
grant recipients, which may include data on
income range, urban, suburban, and rural
residency, age, and racial and ethnic iden-
tity;

(v) the aggregated demographic data of
loan recipients, which may include data on
income range, urban, suburban, and rural
residency, age, and racial and ethnic iden-
tity;

(vi) an affirmation that the implementa-
tion organization has complied with the ap-
plicable regulations, including compliance
with Federal accessibility requirements;

(vii) in the first year of receiving a grant,
and as certified in subsequent reports, a
comprehensive plan to prevent waste, fraud,
and abuse in the administration of the pilot
program, which shall include, at a min-
imum—

(I) a policy enacted and enforced by the
implementing organization to monitor ongo-
ing expenditures under this subsection and
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ensure compliance with applicable regula-
tions;

(IT) a policy enacted and enforced by the
implementing organization to detect and
deter fraudulent activity, including fraud oc-
curring in individual projects and patterns of
fraud by parties involved in the expenditure
of funds under this subsection;

(IIT) a statement setting forth any viola-
tions detected by the implementing organi-
zation during the previous calendar year, in-
cluding details about steps taken to achieve
compliance and any remedial measures; and

(IV) a certification by the chief executive
or most senior compliance officer of the or-
ganization that the organization maintains
sufficient staff and resources to effectively
carry out the above-mentioned policies; and

(viii) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(B) REPORTING REQUIREMENT ALIGNMENT.—
To limit the costs of implementing the pilot
program under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall endeavor, to the extent possible,
to structure reporting requirements such
that they align with the data reporting re-
quirements in place for funding streams that
implementing organizations are likely to use
in partnership with funding from this sub-
section, including the reporting require-
ments under—

(i) the Community Development Block
Grant program under title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

(ii) the HOME Investment Partnerships
program under subtitle A of title II of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.);

(iii) the Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram for low-income persons established
under part A of title IV of the Energy Con-
servation and Production Act (42 U.S.C. 6861
et seq.); and

(iv) the Native American Housing Assist-
ance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25
U.S.C. 4101 et seq.).

(C) PILOT PROGRAM PERIOD REPORTS.—Not
less frequently than twice during the period
in which the pilot program established under
this subsection operates, the Office of In-
spector General of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development shall complete
an assessment of the implementation of
measures to ensure the fair and legitimate
use of the pilot program.

(D) SUMMARY TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives an annual report
providing a summary of the data provided
under subparagraphs (A) and (C) during the
1-year period preceding the report and all
data previously provided under those sub-
paragraphs.

(11) FUNDING.—The Secretary—

(A) is authorized to use up to $30,000,000 of
funds made available as provided in appro-
priations Acts for programs administered by
the Office of Lead Hazard Control and
Healthy Homes to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under this subsection; and

(B) shall submit to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations and the
Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives a report on the ap-
propriations accounts from which the Sec-
retary will derive the funding under subpara-
graph (A).

(12) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—A grant
under this subsection shall be—

(A) treated as assistance for a special
project for purposes of section 305(c) of the
Multifamily Housing Property Disposition
Reform Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 3547); and
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(B) subject to the regulations promulgated

by the Secretary to implement such section.

(13) TERMINATION.—The pilot program es-

tablished under this subsection shall termi-
nate on October 1, 2031.

SEC. 5205. COMMUNITY INVESTMENT AND PROS-
PERITY ACT.

(a) REVISED STATUTES.—The paragraph des-
ignated as the ‘‘Eleventh” of section 5136 of
the Revised Statutes of the United States (12
U.S.C. 24) is amended, in the fifth sentence,
by striking ‘15"’ each place the term appears
and inserting ‘20”°.

(b) FEDERAL RESERVE ACT.—Section 9(23)
of the Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 338a) is
amended, in the fifth sentence, by striking
‘15" each place the term appears and insert-
ing “20”".

SEC. 5206. BUILD NOW ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘covered
recipient’”> means a metropolitan city or
urban county, as those terms are defined in
section 102 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302), that
receives funds under section 106.

(2) CURRENT ANNUAL GROWTH RATE.—The
term ‘‘current annual growth rate’, with re-
spect to an eligible recipient and a fiscal
year, means the average annual percentage
increase in the number of housing units in
the jurisdiction of the eligible recipient, as
calculated by the Secretary, during the pe-
riod—

(A) beginning with the third quarter of the
sixth preceding fiscal year; and

(B) ending with the third quarter of the
preceding fiscal year.

(3) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘eligible
recipient’” means any covered recipient un-
less—

(A)(i) the median Small Area Fair Market
Rent in the jurisdiction of the covered re-
cipient is at or below the 60th percentile of
median Small Area Fair Market Rents in the
jurisdictions of all covered recipients; and

(ii) the median home value in the jurisdic-
tion of the covered recipient is below the me-
dian home value for the United States;

(B) the annual natural rental vacancy rate
in the jurisdiction of the covered recipient is
greater than the national annual natural
rental vacancy rate for the most recent year
available, as published by the Bureau of the
Census;

(C) during the 1-year period preceding the
date on which the Secretary allocates funds
under section 106, the jurisdiction of the cov-
ered recipient has been the subject of a
major disaster or emergency declaration
under section 401 or 501, respectively, of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170, 5191); or

(D) the covered recipient lacks the legal
authority to enact or update zoning and per-
mitting ordinances.

(4) EXTREMELY HIGH-GROWTH RECIPIENT.—
The term ‘‘extremely high-growth recipient’’
means an eligible recipient for which the
current annual growth rate is at or above 4
percent.

() HOUSING GROWTH IMPROVEMENT RATE.—
The term ‘‘housing growth improvement
rate’”, with respect to an eligible recipient
and a fiscal year, means the quotient of—

(A) the current annual growth rate of the
eligible recipient; and

(B) the prior annual growth rate of the eli-
gible recipient.

(6) PRIOR ANNUAL GROWTH RATE.—The term
“prior annual growth rate’, with respect to
an eligible recipient and a fiscal year, means
the average annual percentage increase in
the number of housing units in the jurisdic-
tion of the eligible recipient, as calculated
by the Secretary, during the period—

(A) beginning with the third quarter of the
11th preceding fiscal year; and
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(B) ending with the third quarter of the
sixth preceding fiscal year.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(8) SECTION 106.—The term ‘‘section 106’
means section 106 of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5306).

(b) ADJUSTMENTS TO COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT BLOCK GRANT ALLOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In allocating amounts to
an eligible recipient under section 106 for a
fiscal year, the Secretary shall adjust the al-
location based on the housing growth im-
provement rate of the eligible recipient, in
accordance with paragraph (2) of this sub-
section.

(2) ADJUSTMENTS.—

(A) HOUSING GROWTH IMPROVEMENT RATE AT
OR ABOVE MEDIAN; EXTREMELY HIGH-GROWTH
RECIPIENTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to a fiscal
year for which the allocation under section
106 is being determined, the housing growth
improvement rate for an eligible recipient is
at or above the median housing growth im-
provement rate for all eligible recipients
other than extremely high-growth recipi-
ents, or if an eligible recipient is an ex-
tremely high-growth recipient, the Sec-
retary shall allocate to the eligible recipient
for that fiscal year, in addition to the
amount that would otherwise be allocated to
the eligible recipient under section 106, a
bonus amount, as determined under clause
(ii) of this subparagraph.

(ii) BONUS AMOUNT.—For purposes of clause
(i), the bonus amount for an eligible recipi-
ent for a fiscal year shall be equal to the
product of—

(I) the aggregate amount by which alloca-
tions to eligible recipients are decreased
under subparagraph (B) for that fiscal year;
and

(IT) the quotient of—

(aa) the number of housing units, as of the
third quarter of the preceding fiscal year, in
the jurisdiction of the eligible recipient, as
calculated by the Secretary; and

(bb) the number of housing units, as of the
third quarter of the preceding fiscal year, in
the jurisdictions of all eligible recipients
that receive a bonus amount under this para-
graph, as calculated by the Secretary.

(B) HOUSING GROWTH IMPROVEMENT RATE
BELOW MEDIAN.—If, with respect to a fiscal
year for which the allocation under section
106 is being determined, the housing growth
improvement rate for an eligible recipient is
below the median housing growth improve-
ment rate for all eligible recipients other
than high-growth outliers, the Secretary
shall decrease the amount that would other-
wise be allocated to the eligible recipient
under section 106 for that fiscal year by 10
percent.

(¢) CALCULATION OF HOUSING UNITS.—

(1) HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS.—In calculating the number of
housing units in the jurisdiction of an eligi-
ble recipient under any provision of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall—

(A) use the Current Address Count Listing
Files and other data products, as needed, of
the Bureau of the Census tabulated from the
Master Address File; and

(B) make calculations at the block level,
using boundaries that reflect the most cur-
rent boundaries.

(2) CENSUS BUREAU AND POSTAL SERVICE RE-
QUIREMENTS.—The Bureau of the Census and
the United States Postal Service shall pro-
vide any relevant data to the Secretary upon
request to assist the Secretary in making a
calculation described in paragraph (1).

(3) ADJUSTMENT OF CALCULATION PERIODS.—
The Secretary may adjust the calculation
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periods under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of
subsection (a)(2), subparagraphs (A) and (B)
of subsection (a)(6), and items (aa) and (bb)
of subsection (b)(2)(A)@Ai)(II) by not more
than 2 months to achieve alignment with the
data provided by the Bureau of the Census.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT ON HOUSING GROWTH
IMPROVEMENT RATE.—Before allocating funds
under section 106 for a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall publish a report that—

(1) includes the housing growth improve-
ment rate for each eligible recipient; and

(2) lists, for the most recent fiscal year for
which allocations were made under section
106—

(A) the eligible recipients that received a
bonus amount under subsection (b)(2)(A); and

(B) the eligible recipients for which the al-
location under section 106 was decreased
under subsection (b)(2)(B) of this section.

(e) NOTIFICATION; IMPLEMENTATION
DATES.—

(1) NOTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall notify each eligible recipient
of the recipient’s housing growth improve-
ment rate and whether that housing growth
improvement rate is above, at, or below the
median housing growth improvement rate
for all eligible recipients other than ex-
tremely high-growth recipients.

(B) GUIDANCE.—As part of the notification
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
share guidance, including resources devel-
oped by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, on best practices and
recommendations on policies to reduce regu-
latory barriers to housing and increase hous-
ing supply.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION DATES.—Subsection (b)
shall take effect beginning with the second
full fiscal year after the date of enactment of
this Act and remain in effect through fiscal
year 2042.
SEC. 5207. BETTER USE OF INTERGOVERN-
MENTAL AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
(BUILD) HOUSING ACT.

(a) DESIGNATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
PROCEDURE.—The Department of Housing
and Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3531
et seq.) is amended by inserting after section
12 (42 U.S.C. 3537a) the following:

“SEC. 13. DESIGNATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
VIEW PROCEDURE.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), the Secretary may, for pur-
poses of environmental review, decision
making, and action pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.), and other provisions of law that
further the purposes of such Act, designate
the treatment of assistance administered by
the Secretary as funds for a special project
for purposes of section 305(c) of the Multi-
family Housing Property Disposition Reform
Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 3547).

‘“(b) EXCEPTION.—The designation de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall not apply to
assistance for which a procedure for carrying
out the responsibilities of the Secretary
under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and other
provisions of law that further the purposes of
such Act, is otherwise specified in law.”.

(b) TRIBAL ASSUMPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW OBLIGATIONS.—Section 305(c) of the
Multifamily Housing Property Disposition
Reform Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 35647) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘State or unit of general
local government’’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘State, Indian tribe, or unit of gen-
eral local government’’;

(2) in paragraph (1)(C), in the heading, by
striking ‘““STATE OR UNIT OF GENERAL LOCAL
GOVERNMENT”’ and inserting ‘‘STATE, INDIAN
TRIBE, OR UNIT OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT”’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(5) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘Indian
tribe’ means a federally recognized tribe, as
defined in section 4(13)(B) of the Native
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-

termination Act of 1996 (26 U.S.C.
4103(13)(B)).”".
SEC. 5208. UNLOCKING HOUSING SUPPLY

THROUGH STREAMLINED AND MOD-
ERNIZED REVIEWS ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INFILL PROJECT.—The term
project’” means a project that—

(A) occurs within the geographic limits of
a municipality;

(B) is adequately served by existing utili-
ties and public services as required under ap-
plicable law;

(C) is located on a site of previously dis-
turbed land of not more than 5 acres and sub-
stantially surrounded by residential or com-
mercial development;

(D) will repurpose a vacant or underuti-
lized parcel of land, or a dilapidated or aban-
doned structure; and

(E) will serve a residential or commercial
purpose.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) NEPA STREAMLINING FOR HUD HOUSING-
RELATED ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, in ac-
cordance with section 553 of title 5, United
States Code, and section 103 of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4333), expand and reclassify housing-related
activities under the necessary administra-
tive regulations as follows:

(A) The following housing-related activi-
ties shall be subject to regulations equiva-
lent or substantially similar to the regula-
tions entitled ‘‘exempt activities” as set
forth in section 58.34 of title 24, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, as in effect on January 1,
2025:

(i) Tenant-based rental assistance.

(ii) Supportive services, including health
care, housing services, permanent housing
placement, day care, nutritional services,
short-term payments for rent, mortgage, or
utility costs, and assistance in gaining ac-
cess to Federal Government and State and
local government benefits and services.

(iii) Operating costs, including mainte-
nance, security, operation, utilities, fur-
nishings, equipment, supplies, staff training,
and recruitment and other incidental costs.

(iv) Economic development activities, in-
cluding equipment purchases, inventory fi-
nancing, interest subsidies, operating ex-
penses, and similar costs not associated with
construction or expansion of existing oper-
ations.

(v) Activities to assist homebuyers to pur-
chase existing dwelling units or dwelling
units under construction, including closing
costs and down payment assistance, interest
rate buydowns, and similar activities that
result in the transfer of title.

(vi) Affordable housing pre-development
costs related to obtaining site options,
project financing, administrative costs and
fees for loan commitment, zoning approvals,
and other related activities that do not have
a physical impact.

(vii) Approval of supplemental assistance,
including insurance or guarantee, to a
project previously approved by the Sec-
retary.

(viii) Emergency homeowner or renter as-
sistance for HVAC, hot water heaters, and
other necessary uses of existing utilities re-
quired under applicable law.

(B) The following housing-related activi-
ties shall be subject to regulations equiva-
lent or substantially similar to the regula-
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tions entitled, (i) ‘‘categorical exclusions not
subject to section 58.5"” and (ii) ‘‘categorical
exclusions not subject to the Federal laws
and authorities cited in sections 50.4”’ in sec-
tion 58.35(b) and section 50.19, respectively of
title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, as in
effect on January 1, 2025, if such activities do
not materially alter environmental condi-
tions and do not materially exceed the origi-
nal scope of the project:

(i) Acquisition, repair, improvement, re-
construction, or rehabilitation of public fa-
cilities and improvements (other than build-
ings) if the facilities and improvements are
in place and will be retained in the same use
without change in size or capacity of more
than 20 percent, including replacement of
water or sewer lines, reconstruction of curbs
and sidewalks, and repaving of streets.

(ii) Rehabilitation of 1-to-4 unit residential
buildings, and existing housing-related infra-
structure, such as repairs or rehabilitation
of existing wells, septics, or utility lines that
connect to that housing.

(iii) New construction, development, demo-
lition, acquisition, or disposition on up to 4
scattered site existing dwelling units where
there is a maximum of 4 units on any 1 site.

(iv) Acquisitions (including leasing) or dis-
position of, or equity loans on an existing
structure, or acquisition (including leasing)
of vacant land if the structure or land ac-
quired, financed, or disposed of will be re-
tained for the same use.

(C) The following housing-related activi-
ties shall be subject to regulations equiva-
lent or substantially similar to the regula-
tions entitled, (i) ‘‘categorical exclusions
subject to section 58.5”° and (ii) ‘‘categorical
exclusions subject to the Federal laws and
authorities cited in sections 50.4’’ in section
58.35(a) and section 50.20, respectively, of
title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, as in
effect on January 1, 2025, if such activities do
not materially alter environmental condi-
tions and do not materially exceed the origi-
nal scope of the project:

(i) Acquisitions of open space or residential
property, where such property will be re-
tained for the same use or will be converted
to open space to help residents relocate out
of an area designated as a high-risk area by
the Secretary.

(ii) Conversion of existing office buildings
into residential development, subject to—

(I) a maximum number of units to be deter-
mined by the Secretary; and

(IT) a limitation on the change in building
size of not more than 20 percent.

(iii) New construction, development, demo-
lition, acquisition, or disposition on 5 to 15
dwelling units where there is a maximum of
fifteen units on any 1 site. The units can be
15 1-unit buildings or 1 15-unit building, or
any combination in between.

(iv) New construction, development, demo-
lition, acquisition, or disposition on 15 or
more housing units developed on scattered
sites when there are not more than 15 hous-
ing units on any 1 site, and the sites are
more than a set number of feet apart as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(v) Rehabilitation of buildings and im-
provements in the case of a building for resi-
dential use with 5 to 15 units, if the density
is not increased beyond 15 units and the land
use is not changed.

(vi) Infill projects consisting of new con-
struction, rehabilitation, or development of
residential housing units.

(vii) The voluntary acquisition of prop-
erties—

(I) located in a—

(aa) floodway;

(bb) floodplain; or

(cc) other area, clearly delineated by the
grantee; and
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(IT) that have been impacted by a predict-
able environmental threat to the safety and
well-being of program beneficiaries caused or
exacerbated by a federally declared disaster.

(c) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives an annual report during the
5-year period beginning on the date that is 2
years after the date of enactment of this Act
that provides a summary of findings of re-
ductions in review times and administrative
cost reduction, with a particular focus on
the affordable housing sector, as a result of
the actions set forth in this section, and any
recommendations of the Secretary for future
congressional action with respect to revising
categorical exclusions or exemptions under
title 24, Code of Federal Regulations.
SEC. 5209. INNOVATION FUND.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ATTAINABLE HOUSING.—The term
tainable housing’’ means housing that—

(A) serves—

(i) a majority of households with income
not greater than 80 percent of area median
income; and

(ii) households with income not greater
than 100 percent of area median income; or

(B) serves—

(i) a majority of households with income
not greater than 60 percent of area median
income; and

(ii) households with income not greater
than 120 percent of area median income.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’”’ means—

(A) a metropolitan city or urban county, as
those terms are defined in section 102 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302), that has demonstrated
an objective improvement in housing supply
growth, as determined by the Secretary,
whose methodology for determining such
growth is published in the Federal Register
to allow for public comment not less than 90
days before date on which the notice of fund-
ing opportunity is made available; or

(B) a unit of general local government or
Indian tribe, as those terms are defined in
section 102 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302), that
has demonstrated an objective improvement
in housing supply growth, as determined by
the Secretary, whose methodology for deter-
mining such improvement is published in the
Federal Register to allow for public com-
ment not less than 90 days before the date on
which the notice of funding opportunity is
made available.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF A GRANT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish a program to award
grants on a competitive basis to eligible en-
tities that have increased their local housing
supply.

(2) LIST OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Sec-
retary shall make a list of eligible entities
publicly available on the website of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

(3) ELIGIBLE PURPOSES.—An eligible entity
receiving a grant under this section may use
funds to—

(A) carry out any of the activities de-
scribed in section 105 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5305);

(B) carry out any of the activities per-
mitted under the Local and Regional Project
Assistance Program established under sec-
tion 6702 of title 49, United States Code;
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(C) serve as matching funds under a State
revolving fund program related to a clean
water or drinking water program adminis-
tered by the Environmental Protection
Agency in which the eligible entity is the
grantee under that program, unless other-
wise determined by the Secretary; and

(D) carry out initiatives of the eligible en-
tity that facilitate the expansion of the sup-
ply of attainable housing and that supple-
ment initiatives the eligible entity has car-
ried out, or is in the process of carrying out,
as specified in the application submitted
under paragraph (4).

(4) APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible entity seek-
ing a grant under this section shall submit
to the Secretary an application that pro-
vides—

(i) a description of each purpose for which
the eligible entity will use the grant, and an
attestation that the grant will be used only
for 1 or more eligible purposes described in
paragraph (3);

(ii) data on characteristics of increased
housing supply during the 3-year period end-
ing on the date on which the application is
submitted, which may include whether such
housing—

(I) serves households at a range of income
levels; and

(IT) has improved the quality and afford-
ability of housing in the jurisdiction of the
eligible entity;

(iii) a description of how each eligible pur-
pose described in clause (i) may address a
community need or advance an objective, or
an aspect of an objective, included in the
comprehensive housing affordability strat-
egy and community development plan of the
eligible entity under part 91 of title 24, Code
of Federal Regulations, or any successor reg-
ulation (commonly referred to as a ‘‘consoli-
dated plan’’); and

(iv) a description of how the eligible entity
has carried out, or is in the process of car-
rying out, initiatives that facilitate the ex-
pansion of the supply of housing.

(B) INITIATIVES.—Initiatives that meet the
criteria described in paragraph (3)(D) in-
clude—

(i) increasing by-right uses, including du-
plex, triplex, quadplex, and multifamily
buildings, in areas of opportunity;

(ii) revising or eliminating off-street park-
ing requirements to reduce the cost of hous-
ing production;

(iil) revising minimum lot size require-
ments, floor area ratio requirements, set-
back requirements, building heights, and
bans or limits on construction to allow for
denser and more affordable development;

(iv) instituting incentives to promote
dense development;

(v) passing zoning overlays or other ordi-
nances that enable the development of
mixed-income housing;

(vi) streamlining regulatory requirements
and shortening processes, increasing code en-
forcement and permitting capacity, reform-
ing zoning codes, or other initiatives that re-
duce barriers to increasing housing supply
and affordability;

(vii) eliminating restrictions against ac-
cessory dwelling units and expanding their
by-right use;

(viii) using local tax incentives or public
financing to promote development of attain-
able housing;

(ix) streamlining environmental regula-
tions;

(x) eliminating unnecessary manufactured-
housing regulations and restrictions;

(xi) minimizing the impact of overburden-
some energy and water efficiency standards
on housing costs; and
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(xii) other activities that reduce cost of
construction, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(5) GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make
not fewer than 25 grants on an annual basis
(unless amounts appropriated to provide
grant amounts consistent with subsection (b)
are insufficient, in which case fewer grants
may be awarded), with strong consideration
of different geographical areas and a rel-
atively even spread of rural, suburban, and
urban communities.

(B) LIMITATIONS ON AWARDS.—No grant
awarded under this paragraph may be—

(i) more than $10,000,000; or

(ii) less than $250,000.

(C) PRIORITY.—When awarding grants
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall
give priority to an eligible entity that has—

(i) demonstrated the use of innovative poli-
cies, interventions, or programs for increas-
ing housing supply, including adoption of
any of the frameworks developed under sec-
tion 203; and

(ii) demonstrated a marked improvement
in housing supply growth.

(c) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed—

(1) to authorize the Secretary to mandate,
supersede, or preempt any local zoning or
land use policy; or

(2) to affect the requirements of section
105(c)(1) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National
Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705(c)(1)).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this section
$200,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2031.

(2) ADJUSTMENT.—The amount authorized
to be appropriated under paragraph (1) shall
be adjusted for inflation based on the Con-
sumer Price Index.

SEC. 5210. ACCELERATING HOME BUILDING ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—The term ‘‘af-
fordable housing’ means housing for which
the total monthly housing cost payment is
not more than 30 percent of the monthly
household income for a household earning
not more than 80 percent of the area median
income.

(2) COVERED STRUCTURE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered structure” means—

(A) a low-rise or mid-rise structure with
not more than 25 dwelling units; and

(B) includes—

(i) an accessory dwelling unit;

(ii) infill development;

(iii) a duplex;

(iv) a triplex;

(v) a fourplex;

(vi) a cottage court;

(vii) a courtyard building;

(viii) a townhouse;

(ix) a multiplex; and

(x) any other structure with not less than
2 dwelling units that the Secretary considers
appropriate.

(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’” means—

(A) a unit of general local government, as
defined in section 102(a) of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5302(a));

(B) a municipal membership organization;
and

(C) an Indian tribe, as defined in section
102(a) of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302(a)).

(4) HIGH OPPORTUNITY AREA.—The term
‘“‘high opportunity area’ has the meaning
given the term in section 1282.1 of title 12,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation.
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(5) INFILL DEVELOPMENT.—The term ‘‘infill
development’” means residential develop-
ment on small parcels in previously estab-
lished areas for replacement by new or refur-
bished housing that utilizes existing utilities
and infrastructure.

(6) MIXED-INCOME HOUSING.—The term
“mixed-income housing’”’ means a housing
development that is comprised of housing
units that promote differing levels of afford-
ability in the community.

(7) PRE-REVIEWED DESIGNS.—The term ‘‘pre-
reviewed designs’, also known as pattern
books, means sets of construction plans that
are assessed and approved by localities for
compliance with local building and permit-
ting standards to streamline and expedite
approval pathways for housing construction.

(8) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘‘rural area’
means any area other than a city or town
that has a population of less than 50,000 in-
habitants.

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may award
grants to eligible entities to select pre-re-
viewed designs of covered structures of
mixed-income housing for use in the jurisdic-
tion of the eligible entity.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In reviewing applica-
tions submitted by eligible entities for a
grant under this section, the Secretary shall
consider—

(1) the need for affordable housing by the
eligible entity;

(2) the presence of high opportunity areas
in the jurisdiction of the eligible entity;

(3) coordination between the eligible entity
and a State agency; and

(4) coordination between the eligible entity
and State, local, and regional transportation
planning authorities.

(d) SET-ASIDE FOR RURAL AREAS.—Of the
amount made available in each fiscal year
for grants under this section, the Secretary
shall ensure that not less than 10 percent
shall be used for grants to eligible entities
that are located in rural areas.

(e) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall require
eligible entities receiving grants under this
section to report on—

(1) the impacts of the activities carried out
using the grant amounts in improving the
production and supply of affordable housing;

(2) the pre-reviewed designs selected using
the grant amounts in their communities;

(3) the number of permits issued for hous-
ing development utilizing pre-reviewed de-
signs; and

(4) the number of housing units produced
in developments utilizing the pre-reviewed
designs.

(f) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary shall—

(1) to the extent possible, encourage local-
ities to make publicly available through a
website information on the pre-reviewed de-
signs selected and submitted to the Sec-
retary by eligible entities receiving grants
under this section, including information on
the benefits of use of those designs; and

(2) collect, identify, and disseminate best
practices regarding such designs and make
such information publicly available on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

(g) DESIGN ADOPTION AND REPAYMENT.—The
Secretary may require an eligible entity to
return to the Secretary any grant funds re-
ceived under this section if the selected pre-
reviewed designs submitted under this sec-
tion have not been adopted during the 5-year
period following receipt of the grant, unless
that period is extended by the Secretary.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to the Secretary such sums as
are necessary to carry out this section.
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(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
may set aside not more than 5 percent of
amounts appropriated under paragraph (1) in
a fiscal year to provide technical assistance
to grant recipients under this section and
pre-grant technical assistance for prospec-
tive applicants.

SEC. 5211. BUILD MORE HOUSING NEAR TRANSIT
ACT.

Section 5309 of title 49, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (7); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(6) PRO-HOUSING POLICY.—The term ‘pro-
housing policy’—

‘“(A) means any adopted State or local pol-
icy that will remove regulatory barriers to
the construction or preservation of housing
units, including affordable housing units;
and

‘(B) shall include any adopted State or
local policy that—

‘(i) reduces or eliminates parking mini-
mums;

‘‘(i1) establishes a by-right approval proc-
ess for housing under which land use devel-
opment approval is limited to determining
that the development meets objective zoning
and design standards that—

‘“(I) involve no subjective judgment by a
public official;

‘“(IT) are uniformly verifiable by reference
to an external and uniform benchmark or
criterion available to both the land use de-
veloper and the public official prior to sub-
mission; and

‘“(ITII) include only such standards as are
published and adopted by ordinance or reso-
lution by a jurisdiction before submission of
a development application;

‘“(iii) reduces or eliminates minimum lot
sizes;

‘“(iv) eliminates or raises residential prop-
erty height limits or increases the number of
dwelling units permitted to be constructed
under a by-right approval process; or

‘“(v) carries out other policies as deter-
mined by the Secretary, in consultation with
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’;

(2) in subsection (g)(2), by adding at the
end the following:

‘(D) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF RAT-
ING FOR PROJECT JUSTIFICATION CRITERIA FOR
PRO-HOUSING POLICIES; CONSIDERATIONS.—In
evaluating and rating a project as a whole
for project justification under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary—

‘(i) may increase 1 point on the 5-point
scale (high, medium-high, medium, medium-
low, or low) the rating of a project if the ap-
plicant submits documented evidence of pro-
housing policies for areas accessible to tran-
sit facilities along the project route; and

‘“(ii) should consider whether the pro-hous-
ing policies documented by the applicant
will result, through new production and pres-
ervation, in an amount of housing units, in-
cluding housing units affordable below the
area median income, that is appropriate to
expected housing demand in the project area.

‘“(E) CONSULTATION.—In developing the
evaluation process that could lead to the in-
creased rating described in subparagraph
(D)), the Secretary shall consult with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’;

(3) in subsection (h)(6), by adding at the
end the following:

¢(C) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF RAT-
ING FOR PROJECT JUSTIFICATION CRITERIA FOR
PRO-HOUSING POLICIES; CONSIDERATIONS.—In
evaluating and rating the benefits of a
project under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary—
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‘(i) may increase the rating of a project if
the applicant submits documented evidence
of pro-housing policies for areas accessible to
transit facilities along the project route; and

‘‘(ii) should consider whether the pro-hous-
ing policies documented by the applicant
will result, through new production and pres-
ervation, in an amount of housing units, in-
cluding housing units affordable below the
area median income, that is appropriate to
expected housing demand in the project area.

‘(D) CONSULTATION.—In developing the
evaluation process that could lead to the in-
creased rating described in subparagraph
(C)(1), the Secretary shall consult with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’; and

(4) in subsection (0)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) information concerning projects for
which the applicant submitted pro-housing
policies under subsection (g)(2)(D) or sub-
section (h)(6) and received an adjustment of
rating for project justification.”.

SEC. 5212. REVITALIZING EMPTY STRUCTURES
INTO DESIRABLE ENVIRONMENTS
(RESIDE) ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ATTAINABLE HOUSING.—The term ‘‘at-
tainable housing’’ means housing that—

(A) serves households earning not more
than 100 percent of the area median income,
if a majority of the housing units are afford-
able to households earning not more than 80
percent of the area median income; or

(B) serves households earning not more
than 120 percent of the area median income,
if the majority of the housing units are af-
fordable to households earning not more
than 60 percent of the area median income.

(2) CONVERTED HOUSING UNIT.—The term
‘“‘converted housing unit’’ means a housing
unit that is created using a covered grant.

(3) COVERED GRANT.—The term ‘‘covered
grant’”” means a grant awarded under the
Pilot Program.

(4) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity” means a participating jurisdiction,
as defined in section 104 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act
(42 U.S.C. 12704).

(6) HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PRO-
GRAM.—The term “HOME Investment Part-
nerships Program’ means the program under
subtitle A of title II of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 12741 et seq.).

(6) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Pilot Pro-
gram’ means the Blighted Building to Hous-
ing Conversion Program carried out under
subsection (b).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(8) VACANT AND ABANDONED BUILDING.—The
term ‘‘vacant and abandoned building”’
means a property—

(A) that was constructed for use as a ware-
house, factory, mall, strip mall, or hotel, or
for another industrial or commercial use;
and

(B)(i) with respect to which—

(I) a code enforcement inspection has de-
termined that the property is not safe; and

(IT) not less than 90 days have elapsed since
the owner was notified of the deficiencies in
the property and the owner has taken no cor-
rective action; or

(ii) that is subject to a court-ordered re-
ceivership or nuisance abatement related to
abandonment pursuant to State or local law
or otherwise meets the definition of an aban-
doned property under State law.
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(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—For each of fiscal
years 2027 through 2031, if the amounts made
available to carry out the HOME Investment
Partnerships Program exceed $1,350,000,000,
the Secretary may use not more than
$100,000,000 of the excess amounts to carry
out a pilot program, to be known as the
“Blighted Building to Housing Conversion
Program’, under which the Secretary
awards grants on a competitive basis to eli-
gible entities to convert vacant and aban-
doned buildings into attainable housing.

(c) AMOUNT OF GRANT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For any fiscal year for
which $100,000,000 is available to carry out
the Pilot Program pursuant to subsection
(b), the amount of a covered grant shall be
not less than $1,000,000 and not more than
$10,000,000.

(2) FISCAL YEARS WITH LOWER FUNDING.—
For any fiscal year for which less than
$100,000,000 is available to carry out the Pilot
Program pursuant to subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall seek to maximize the number of
covered grants awarded.

(d) RELATION TO HOME INVESTMENT PART-
NERSHIPS PROGRAM FORMULA ALLOCATION.—A
covered grant awarded to an eligible entity
shall be in addition to, and shall not affect,
the formula allocation for the eligible entity
under the HOME Investment Partnerships
Program.

(e) PRIORITY.—In awarding covered grants,
the Secretary shall give priority to an eligi-
ble entity that—

(1) will use the covered grant in a commu-
nity that is experiencing economic distress;

(2) will use the covered grant in a qualified
opportunity zone (as defined in section
1400Z-1(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986);

(3) will use the covered grant to construct
housing that will serve a need identified in
the comprehensive housing affordability
strategy and community development plan
of the eligible entity under part 91 of title 24,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation (commonly referred to as a
‘“‘consolidated plan’’); or

(4) has enacted ordinances to reduce regu-
latory barriers to conversion of vacant and
abandoned buildings to housing, which shall
not include any alteration of an ordinance
that governs safety and habitability.

(f) USE oF FUNDS.—An eligible entity may
use a covered grant for—

(1) property acquisition;

(2) demolition;

(3) health hazard remediation;

(4) site preparation;

(5) construction, renovation, or rehabilita-
tion; or

(6) the establishment, maintenance, or ex-
pansion of community land trusts.

(g) APPLICABILITY OF HOME REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The requirements for rental, sale,
and resale of housing under the HOME In-
vestment Partnerships Program shall apply
to rental, sale, and resale of converted hous-
ing units under the Pilot Program.

(h) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—In administering
covered grants, the Secretary may waive, or
specify alternative requirements for, any
statute or regulation that the Secretary ad-
ministers in connection with the obligation
by the Secretary or the use by eligible enti-
ties of covered grant funds (except for re-
quirements related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, or the envi-
ronment) if the Secretary makes a public
finding that good cause exists for the waiver
or alternative requirement.

(i) STUDY; REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the termination of the Pilot Pro-
gram, the Secretary shall study and submit
a report to Congress on the impact of the
Pilot Program on—

(1) improving the tax base of local commu-
nities;
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(2) increasing access to affordable housing,
especially for elderly individuals, disabled
individuals, and veterans;

(3) increasing homeownership; and

(4) removing blight.

SEC. 5213. HOUSING AFFORDABILITY ACT.

(a) MULTIFAMILY LOAN LIMIT STUDY.—The
Commissioner of the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, shall conduct a study to
assess—

(1) whether current multifamily loan lim-
its for each multifamily mortgage insurance
program are set at appropriate amounts, in-
cluding to cover the cost of land and con-
struction;

(2) whether the Commissioner has suffi-
cient authority to set loan limits for each
multifamily mortgage insurance program at
appropriate amounts, including to cover the
cost of land and construction;

(3) the potential impacts of altering the
calculation of annual adjustments under sec-
tion 206A of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1712a) using the percentage change in
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers to instead use the percentage change
in the Price Deflator Index of Multifamily
Residential Units Under Construction re-
leased by the Bureau of the Census from
March of the previous year to March of the
year in which the adjustment is made, or a
combination thereof, including—

(A) the impact on the General Insurance
and Special Risk Insurance Fund;

(B) the availability of multifamily pur-
chase and construction lending;

(C) the impact on prices, including rental
prices, within the multifamily housing mar-
ket; and

(D) the impact on housing supply.

(b) REPORT.—The Commissioner of the Fed-
eral Housing Administration shall submit a
report to Congress within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act summarizing its findings
under the study in subsection (a).

(c) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development may, in con-
sultation with the Commissioner of the Fed-
eral Housing Administration, conduct notice
and comment rulemaking to increase multi-
family loan limits in a manner that would
not exceed the following:

(1) With respect to insurance under section
207 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1713)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,665 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $92,664 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $110,682 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $136,422 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $154,440 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $96,525 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $108,108 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $132,561 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $166,023 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $187,721.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(2) With respect to insurance under section
213 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715e)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $90,665.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

S5271

(ii) $104,524 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $126,060 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $161,354.50 per family unit with three
bedrooms; and

(v) $179,757.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $96,525 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $109,362 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $132,981 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $172,033.50 per family unit with three
bedrooms; and

(v) $188,839 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(3) With respect to insurance under section
220 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715k)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,655 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $92,664 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $110,682 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $136,422 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $1564,440 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $96,525 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $108,108 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $132,561 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $161,023 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $187,721.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(4) With respect to insurance under section
221 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
17151)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,254.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $94,498.50 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $114,224 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $143,372 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $162,461 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $89,927 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $103,090 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $125,354 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $162,162 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $178,008.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(6) With respect to insurance under section
231 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715v)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,254.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $94,498.50 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $114,224 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $143,372 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and
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(v) $162,461 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $89,927 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $103,090 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $125,354 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $162,162 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $178,008.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(6) With respect to insurance under section
234 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715y )—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $92,505.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $106,658 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $128,631.50 per family unit with two
bedrooms;

(iv) $164,648 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $183,425 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $97,350 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $111,593 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $135,696 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $175,544.50 per family unit with three
bedrooms; and

(v) $192,693.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or the amendment made by this
section shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development to revise the statutory
exceptions for high-cost percentage and
high-cost areas annual indexing.

TITLE III—-MANUFACTURED HOUSING FOR
AMERICA
SEC. 5301. HOUSING SUPPLY EXPANSION ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 603(6) of the Na-
tional Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5402(6)) is amended by striking ‘‘on a perma-
nent chassis’ and inserting ‘“with or without
a permanent chassis’.

(b) MANUFACTURED HOME CERTIFICATIONS.—
Section 604 of the National Manufactured
Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5403) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

(1) MANUFACTURED HoOME
CATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

“(A) INITIAL CERTIFICATION.—Subject to
subparagraph (B), not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Renewing Op-
portunity in the American Dream to Housing
Act of 2025, a State shall submit to the Sec-
retary an initial certification that the laws
and regulations of the State—

‘(i) treat any manufactured home in par-
ity with a manufactured home (as defined
and regulated by the State); and

‘‘(ii) subject a manufactured home without
a permanent chassis to the same laws and
regulations of the State as a manufactured
home built on a permanent chassis, includ-
ing with respect to financing, title, insur-
ance, manufacture, sale, taxes, transpor-
tation, installation, and other areas as the
Secretary determines, after consultation
with and approval by the consensus com-
mittee, are necessary to give effect to the
purpose of this section.

“(B) STATE PLAN SUBMISSION.—Any State
plan submitted under subparagraph (C) shall

CERTIFI-
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contain the required State certification
under subparagraph (A) and, if contained
therein, no additional or State certification
under subparagraph (A) or paragraph (3).

‘(C) EXTENDED DEADLINE.—With respect to
a State with a legislature that meets bienni-
ally, the deadline for the submission of the
initial certification required under subpara-
graph (A) shall be 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Renewing Opportunity in
the American Dream to Housing Act of 2025.

‘(D) LATE CERTIFICATION.—

‘(i) No WAIVER.—The Secretary may not
waive the prohibition described in paragraph
(5)(B) with respect to a certification sub-
mitted after the deadline under subpara-
graph (A) or paragraph (3) unless the Sec-
retary approves the late certification.

“(i1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to prevent
a State from submitting the initial certifi-
cation required under subparagraph (A) after
the required deadline under that subpara-
graph.

‘“(2) FORM OF STATE CERTIFICATION NOT PRE-
SENTED IN A STATE PLAN.—The initial certifi-
cation required under paragraph (1)(A), if not
submitted with a State plan under paragraph
(1)(B), shall contain, in a form prescribed by
the Secretary, an attestation by an official
that the State has taken the steps necessary
to ensure the veracity of the certification re-
quired under paragraph (1)(A), including, as
necessary, by—

‘“(A) amending the definition of ‘manufac-
tured home’ in the laws and regulations of
the State; and

“(B) directing State agencies to amend the
definition of ‘manufactured home’ in regula-
tions.

“(3) ANNUAL RECERTIFICATION.—Not later
than a date to be determined by the Sec-
retary each year, a State shall submit to the
Secretary an additional certification that—

‘“(A) confirms the accuracy of the initial
certification submitted under subparagraph
(A) or (B) of paragraph (1); and

‘“(B) certifies that any new laws or regula-
tions enacted or adopted by the State since
the date of the previous certification does
not change the veracity of the initial certifi-
cation submitted under paragraph (1)(A).

‘“(4) L1sT.—The Secretary shall publish and
maintain in the Federal Register and on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development a list of States that are
up-to-date with the submission of initial and
subsequent certifications required under this
subsection.

‘“(5) PROHIBITION.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘covered manufactured home’ means a
home that is—

‘(1) not considered a manufactured home
under the laws and regulations of a State be-
cause the home is constructed without a per-
manent chassis;

‘“(ii) considered a manufactured home
under the definition of the term in section
603; and

‘“(iii) constructed after the date of enact-
ment of the Renewing Opportunity in the
American Dream to Housing Act of 2025.

¢(B) BUILDING, INSTALLATION, AND SALE.—If
a State does not submit a certification under
paragraph (1)(A) or (3) by the date on which
those certifications are required to be sub-
mitted—

‘(i) with respect to a State in which the
State administers the installation of manu-
factured homes, the State shall prohibit the
manufacture, installation, or sale of a cov-
ered manufactured home within the State;
and

‘‘(i1) with respect to a State in which the
Secretary administers the installation of
manufactured homes, the State and the Sec-
retary shall prohibit the manufacture, in-
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stallation, or sale of a covered manufactured
home within the State.”.

(c) OTHER FEDERAL LLAWS REGULATING MAN-
UFACTURED HOMES.—The Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development may coordinate
with the heads of other Federal agencies to
ensure that Federal agencies treat a manu-
factured home (as defined in Federal laws
and regulations other than section 603 of the
National Manufactured Housing Construc-
tion and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5402)) in the same manner as a manu-
factured home (as defined in section 603 of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5402), as amended by this Act).

(d) ASSISTANCE TO STATES.—Section 609 of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5408) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) model guidance to support the submis-
sion of the certification required under sec-
tion 604(i).”.

(e) PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this section
or the amendments made by this section
shall be construed as limiting the scope of
Federal preemption under section 604(d) of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5403(d)).

SEC. 5302. MODULAR HOUSING PRODUCTION
ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MANUFACTURED HOME.—The term ‘‘man-
ufactured home” has the meaning given the
term in section 603 of the National Manufac-
tured Housing Construction and Safety
Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5402).

(2) MODULAR HOME.—The term ‘‘modular
home” means a home that is constructed in
a factory in 1 or more modules, each of
which meet applicable State and local build-
ing codes of the area in which the home will
be located, and that are transported to the
home building site, installed on foundations,
and completed.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) FHA CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PRO-
GRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a review of Federal Housing Adminis-
tration construction financing programs to
identify barriers to the use of modular home
methods.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the re-
view under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—

(A) identify and evaluate regulatory and
programmatic features that restrict partici-
pation in construction financing programs
by modular home developers, including con-
struction draw schedules; and

(B) identify administrative measures au-
thorized under section 525 of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1735f-3) to facilitate
program utilization by modular home devel-
opers.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall publish a report that describes
the results of the review conducted under
paragraph (1), which shall include a descrip-
tion of programmatic and policy changes
that the Secretary recommends to reduce or
eliminate identified barriers to the use of
modular home methods in Federal Housing
Administration construction financing pro-
grams.

(4) RULEMAKING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date on which the Secretary pub-
lishes the report under paragraph (3), the
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Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking to ex-
amine an alternative draw schedule for con-
struction financing loans provided to mod-
ular and manufactured home developers,
which shall include the ability for interested
stakeholders to provide robust public com-
ment.

(B) DETERMINATION.—Following the period
for public comment under subparagraph (A),
the Secretary shall—

(i) issue a final rule regarding an alter-
native draw schedule described in subpara-
graph (A); or

(ii) provide an explanation as to why the
rule shall not become final.

(c) STANDARDIZED UNIFORM COMMERCIAL
CODE FOR MODULAR HOMES.—

(1) AWARD.—The Secretary may award a
grant to study the design and feasibility of a
standardized uniform commercial code for
modular homes, which shall evaluate—

(A) the utility of a standardized coding
system for serializing and securing modules,
streamlining design and construction, and
improving modular home innovation; and

(B) a means to coordinate a standardized
code with financing incentives.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated such
funds as may be necessary to carry out para-
graph (1).

SEC. 5303. PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT AND MANU-
FACTURED HOUSING LOAN MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT.

(a) NATIONAL HOUSING ACT AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1703) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘con-
struction of additional or accessory dwelling
units, as defined by the Secretary,” after
‘“‘energy conserving improvements,’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following:

““(A) $75,000 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing alterations, repairs and improve-
ments upon or in connection with an exist-
ing single-family structure, including a man-
ufactured home;”’;

(IT) in subparagraph (B)—

(aa) by striking °$60,000”’ and inserting
¢$150,000°";

(bb) by striking °‘$12,000° and inserting
<$37,5600; and

(cc) by striking ‘‘an apartment house or’’;

(IIT) by striking subparagraphs (C) and (D)
and inserting the following:

“(C)() $106,405 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing the purchase of a single-section
manufactured home; and

‘‘(ii) $195,322 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing the purchase of a multi-section
manufactured home;

“(D)() $149,782 if made for the purpose of
financing the purchase of a single-section
manufactured home and a suitably developed
lot on which to place the home; and

“4(ii) $238,699 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing the purchase of a multi-section
manufactured home and a suitably developed
lot on which to place the home;”’;

(IV) in subparagraph (E)—

(aa) by striking ‘$23,226"
<$43,377; and

(bb) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon;

(V) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(VI) in subparagraph (G), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(VII) by inserting after subparagraph (G)
the following:

‘““(H) such principal amount as the Sec-
retary may prescribe if made for the purpose
of financing the construction of an accessory
dwelling unit.”’;

and inserting
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(ii) in the matter immediately preceding
paragraph (2)—

(I) by striking ‘‘regulation” and inserting
“notice”’;

(II) by striking ‘‘increase’” and inserting
“‘set’’;

(III) by striking “(A){i), (C), (D), and (E)”
and inserting ‘“(A) through (H)"’;

(IV) by inserting ‘‘, or as necessary to
achieve the goals of the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, periodically reset the dollar
amount limitations in subparagraphs (A)
through (H) based on justification and meth-
odology set forth in advance by regulation”
before the period at the end; and

(V) by adjusting the margins
priately;

(iii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘ex-
ceeds—"’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘exceeds such
period of time as determined by the Sec-
retary, not to exceed 30 years.’’;

(iv) by striking paragraph (9) and inserting
the following:

‘(9) ANNUAL INDEXING OF CERTAIN DOLLAR
AMOUNT LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary shall
develop or choose 1 or more methods of in-
dexing in order to annually set the loan lim-
its established in paragraph (1), based on
data the Secretary determines is appropriate
for purposes of this section.”’; and

(v) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘‘lease—"’
and all that follows through the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘lease meets the terms
and conditions established by the Sec-
retary’’.

(2) DEADLINE FOR DEVELOPMENT OR CHOICE
OF NEW INDEX; INTERIM INDEX.—

(A) DEADLINE FOR DEVELOPMENT OR CHOICE
OF NEW INDEX.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
shall develop or choose 1 or more methods of
indexing as required under section 2(b)(9) of
the National Housing Act (12 TU.S.C.
1703(b)(9)), as amended by paragraph (1) of
this subsection.

(B) INTERIM INDEX.—During the period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of this Act
and ending on the date on which the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
develops or chooses 1 or more methods of in-
dexing as required under section 2(b)(9) of
the National Housing Act (12 TU.S.C.
1703(b)(9)), as amended by paragraph (1) of
this subsection, the method of indexing es-
tablished by the Secretary under that sub-
section before the date of enactment of this
Act shall apply.

(b) HUD STUDY OF OFF-SITE CONSTRUC-
TION.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) OFF-SITE CONSTRUCTION HOUSING.—The
term ‘‘off-site construction housing’ in-
cludes manufactured homes and modular
homes.

(B) MANUFACTURED HOME.—The term ‘‘man-
ufactured home” means any home con-
structed in accordance with the construction
and safety standards established under the
National Manufactured Housing Construc-
tion and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5401 et seq.).

(C) MODULAR HOME.—The term ‘‘modular
home’ means a home that is constructed in
a factory in 1 or more modules, each of
which meet applicable State and local build-
ing codes of the area in which the home will
be located, and that are transported to the
home building site, installed on foundations,
and completed.

(2) STUDY.—The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall conduct a study
and submit to Congress a report on the cost
effectiveness of off-site construction hous-
ing, that includes—

(A) an analysis of the advantages of the
impact of centralization in a factory and
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transportation to a construction site on cost,
precision, and materials waste;

(B) the extent to which off-site construc-
tion housing meets housing quality stand-
ards under the National Standards for the
Physical Inspection of Real Estate, or other
standards as the Secretary may bprescribe,
compared to the extent for site-built homes,
for such standards;

(C) the expected replacement and mainte-
nance costs over the first 40 years of life of
off-site construction homes compared to
those costs for site-built homes; and

(D) opportunities for use beyond single-
family housing, such as applications in ac-
cessory dwelling units, two- to four-unit
housing, and large multifamily housing.

SEC. 5304. PRICE ACT.

Title I of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.)
is amended—

(1) in section 105(a) (42 U.S.C. 5305(a)), in
the matter preceding paragraph (1), by strik-
ing ‘““‘Activities’ and inserting ‘‘Unless other-
wise authorized under section 123, activi-
ties’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 123. PRESERVATION AND REINVESTMENT
FOR COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION.—The term ‘community develop-
ment financial institution’ means an institu-
tion that has been certified as a community
development financial institution (as defined
in section 103 of the Riegle Community De-
velopment and Regulatory Improvement Act
of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4702)) by the Secretary of
the Treasury.

*“(2) ELIGIBLE MANUFACTURED HOUSING COM-
MUNITY.—The term ‘eligible manufactured
housing community’ means a manufactured
housing community that—

‘“(A) is affordable to low- and moderate-in-
come persons, as determined by the Sec-
retary, but not more than 120 percent of the
area median income; and

“(B)(i) is owned by the residents of the
manufactured housing community through a
resident-controlled entity such as a resident-
owned cooperative; or

‘“(ii) will be maintained as such a commu-
nity, and remain affordable for low- and
moderate-income persons, to the maximum
extent practicable and for the longest period
feasible.

‘“(3) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘eligi-
ble recipient’ means—

““(A) an eligible manufactured housing
community;

‘“(B) a unit of general local government;

‘(C) a housing authority;

‘(D) a resident-owned community;

‘“(E) a resident-owned cooperative;

‘“(F) a nonprofit entity with housing exper-
tise or a consortia of such entities;

‘“(G) a community development financial
institution;

‘“‘(H) an Indian tribe;

“(I) a tribally designated housing entity;

“(J) a State; or

‘““(K) any other entity that is—

‘(i) an owner-operator of an eligible manu-
factured housing community; and

‘(i) working with an eligible manufac-
tured housing community.

‘“(4) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian tribe’
has the meaning given the term ‘Indian
tribe’ in section 4 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

*“(6) MANUFACTURED HOUSING COMMUNITY.—
The term ‘manufactured housing commu-
nity’ means—

““(A) any community, court, park, or other
land under unified ownership developed and
accommodating or equipped to accommodate
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the placement of manufactured homes,
where—

‘(i) spaces within such community are or
will be primarily used for residential occu-
pancy;

‘“(ii) all homes within the community are
used for permanent occupancy; and

‘“(iii) a majority of such occupied spaces
within the community are occupied by man-
ufactured homes, which may include homes
constructed prior to enactment of the Manu-
factured Home Construction and Safety
Standards; or

“(B) any community that meets the defini-
tion of manufactured housing community
used for programs similar to the program
under this section.

‘“(6) RESIDENT HEALTH, SAFETY, AND ACCES-
SIBILITY ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘resident
health, safety, and accessibility activities’
means the reconstruction, repair, or replace-
ment of manufactured housing and manufac-
tured housing communities to—

“‘(A) protect the health and safety of resi-
dents;

“(B) address weatherization and reduce
utility costs; or

‘“(C) address accessibility needs for resi-
dents with disabilities.

“(7) TRIBALLY DESIGNATED HOUSING ENTI-
TY.—The term ‘tribally designated housing
entity’ has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

‘“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall,
by notice, carry out a competitive grant pro-
gram to award funds to eligible recipients to
carry out eligible projects for development
of or improvements in eligible manufactured
housing communities.

“‘(¢) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Amounts from grants
under this section may be used for—

“(A) community infrastructure, facilities,
utilities, and other land improvements in or
serving an eligible manufactured housing
community;

‘““(B) reconstruction or repair existing
housing within an eligible manufactured
housing community;

“(C) replacement of homes within an eligi-
ble manufactured housing community;

(D) planning;

“(E) resident health, safety, and accessi-
bility activities in homes in an eligible man-
ufactured housing community;

“(F) land and site acquisition and infra-
structure for expansion or construction of an
eligible manufactured housing community;

“(G) resident and community services, in-
cluding relocation assistance, eviction pre-
vention, and down payment assistance; and

“(H) any other activity that—

‘(i) is approved by the Secretary con-
sistent with the requirements under this sec-
tion;

‘“(ii) improves the overall living conditions
of an eligible manufactured housing commu-
nity, which may include the addition or en-
hancement of shared spaces such as commu-
nity centers, recreational areas, or other fa-
cilities that support resident well-being and
community engagement; and

‘‘(iii) is necessary to protect the health and
safety of the residents of the eligible manu-
factured housing community and the long-
term affordability and sustainability of the
community.

‘“(2) REPLACEMENT.—For purposes of sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (1),
grants under this section—

““(A) may not be used for rehabilitation or
modernization of units that were built before
June 15, 1976; and

‘“(B) may only be used for disposition and
replacement of units described in subpara-
graph (A), provided that any replacement
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housing complies with the Manufactured
Home Construction and Safety Standards or
is another allowed home, as determined by
the Secretary.

‘‘(d) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this section, the Secretary shall prioritize
applicants that will carry out activities that
primarily benefit low- and moderate-income
residents and preserve long-term housing af-
fordability for residents of eligible manufac-
tured housing communities.

‘“(e) WAIVERS.—The Secretary may waive
or specify alternative requirements for any
provision of law or regulation that the Sec-
retary administers in connection with use of
amounts made available under this section
other than requirements related to fair hous-
ing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, and
the environment, upon a finding that the
waiver or alternative requirement is not in-
consistent with the overall purposes of this
section and that the waiver or alternative
requirement is necessary to facilitate the
use of amounts made available under this
section.

““(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any grant made under
this section shall be made pursuant to cri-
teria for selection of recipients of such
grants that the Secretary shall by regulation
establish and publish together with any noti-
fication of availability of amounts under this
section.

“(2) SET ASIDE OF GRANT AMOUNTS.—The
Secretary may set aside amounts provided
under this section for grants to Indian tribes
and tribally designated housing entities.

“(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary such sums as may be necessary to
carry out this section.”.

TITLE IV—ACCESSING THE AMERICAN

DREAM
SEC. 5401. CREATING INCENTIVES FOR SMALL
DOLLAR LOAN ORIGINATORS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means
the Director of the Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection.

(2) SMALL DOLLAR MORTGAGE.—The term
‘“‘small dollar mortgage’” means a mortgage
loan having an original principal obligation
of not more than $100,000 that is—

(A) secured by real property designed for
the occupancy of between 1 and 4 families;
and

(B)(i) insured by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration under title II of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.);

(ii) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

(iii) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Agriculture; or

(iv) eligible to be purchased or securitized
by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Cor-
poration or the Federal National Mortgage
Association.

(b) REQUIREMENT REGARDING LOAN ORIGI-
NATOR COMPENSATION PRACTICES.—Not later
than 270 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Director shall submit to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on loan originator com-
pensation practices throughout the residen-
tial mortgage market, including the relative
frequency of loan originators being com-
pensated—

(1) with a salary;

(2) with a commission reflecting a fixed
percentage of the amount of credit extended;

(3) with a commission based on a factor
other than a fixed percentage of the amount
of credit extended;

(4) with a combination of salary and com-
mission;
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(5) on a loan volume basis;

(6) with a commission reflecting a percent-
age of the amount of credit extended, for
which a minimum or maximum compensa-
tion amount is set; and

(7) by any other mechanism that the Direc-
tor may find to be a practice for compen-
sating mortgage loan originators, including
any mechanism that provides a loan origi-
nator with compensation in such a way that
the loan originator does not necessarily re-
ceive a lower level of compensation for origi-
nating a small dollar mortgage than the loan
originator would receive for originating a
mortgage loan that is not a small dollar
mortgage.

(c) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subsection (b) shall include—

(1) data and other analysis regarding the
effect of the approaches to loan originator
compensation described in subsection (b) on
the availability of small dollar mortgage
loans; and

(2) analysis and discussion regarding other
potential barriers to small dollar mortgage
lending.

(d) RULEMAKING.—Following the issuance
of the report required under subsection (b),
the Director may issue regulations to clarify
the forms of compensation a lender may use
to compensate a loan originator that—

(1) are permissible pursuant to section
129B(c) of the Truth in Lending Act (15
U.S.C. 1639b(c)); and

(2) would result in the loan originator re-
ceiving compensation for originating a small
dollar mortgage that is not less than the
compensation the loan originator would re-
ceive for originating a mortgage loan that is
not a small dollar mortgage.

SEC. 5402. SMALL DOLLAR MORTGAGE POINTS
AND FEES.

(a) SMALL DOLLAR MORTGAGE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘small dollar mort-
gage’” means a mortgage with an original
principal obligation of less than $100,000.

(b) AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, in consultation with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Director of the Federal Hous-
ing Finance Agency, shall evaluate the im-
pact of the existing thresholds under section
1026.43 of title 12, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, on small dollar mortgage originations.

(2) RULEMAKING.—Following the evaluation
required under paragraph (1), the Director of
the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion may initiate rulemaking to amend the
limitations with respect to points and fees
under section 1026.43 of title 12, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, or any successor regula-
tion, to encourage additional lending for
small dollar mortgages.

SEC. 5403. APPRAISAL INDUSTRY IMPROVEMENT
ACT.

(a) APPRAISAL STANDARDS.—

(1) CERTIFICATION OR LICENSING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(g)(b) of the
National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(g)(5)) is
amended—

(i) by moving the paragraph two ems to the
left; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B)
and inserting the following:

““(A) be certified or licensed by the State in
which the property to be appraised is lo-
cated, except that a Federal employee who
has as their primary duty conducting ap-
praisal-related activities and who chooses to
become a State-licensed or certified real es-
tate appraiser need only to be licensed or
certified in 1 State or territory to perform
appraisals on mortgages insured by the Fed-
eral Housing Administration in all States
and territories;
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“(B) meet the requirements under the com-
petency rule set forth in the Uniform Stand-
ards of Professional Appraisal Practice be-
fore accepting an assignment; and

‘“(C) have demonstrated verifiable edu-
cation in the appraisal requirements estab-
lished by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion under this subsection, which shall in-
clude the completion of a course or seminar
that educates appraisers on those appraisal
requirements, which shall be provided by—

‘(i) the Federal Housing Administration;
or

¢“(ii) a third party, so long as the course is
approved by the Secretary or a State ap-
praiser certifying or licensing agency.”’.

(B) APPLICATION.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 202(g)(5) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1708(g2)(5)), as added by subparagraph
(A), shall not apply with respect to any cer-
tified appraiser approved by the Federal
Housing Administration to conduct apprais-
als on property securing a mortgage to be in-
sured by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion on or before the effective date under
paragraph (3)(C).

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH VERIFIABLE EDUCATION
AND COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS.—On and
after the effective date under paragraph
(3)(C), no appraiser may conduct an appraisal
on a property securing a mortgage to be in-
sured by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion unless—

(A) the appraiser is in compliance with the
requirements under subparagraphs (A) and
(B) of section 202(g)(5) of such Act (12 U.S.C.
1708(g)(b)), as amended by paragraph (1); and

(B) if the appraiser was not approved by
the Federal Housing Administration to con-
duct appraisals on mortgages insured by the
Federal Housing Administration before the
date on which the mortgagee letter or guid-
ance take effect under paragraph (3)(C), the
appraiser is in compliance with subpara-
graph (C) of such section 202(g)(5).

(3) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than the
240 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment shall issue a mortgagee letter or
guidance that shall—

(A) implement the amendments made by
paragraph (1);

(B) clearly set forth all of the specific re-
quirements under section 202(g)(5) of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(g)(b)), as
amended by paragraph (1), for approval to
conduct appraisals on property secured by a
mortgage to be insured by the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, which shall include—

(i) providing that, before the effective date
of the mortgagee letter or guidance, compli-
ance with the requirements under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (C) of such section
202(g)(5), as amended by paragraph (1), shall
be considered to fulfill the requirements
under such subparagraphs; and

(ii) providing a method for appraisers to
demonstrate such prior compliance; and

(C) take effect not later than the date that
is 180 days after the date on which the Sec-
retary issues the mortgagee letter or guid-
ance.

(b) ANNUAL REGISTRY FEES FOR APPRAISAL
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES.—Section 1109(a) of
the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C.
3338(a)) is amended, in the matter following
clause (ii) of paragraph (4)(B), by adding at
the end the following: ‘‘Subject to the ap-
proval of the Council, the Appraisal Sub-
committee may adjust fees established under
clause (i) or (ii) to carry out its functions
under this Act.”.

(¢) STATE CREDENTIALED TRAINEES.—

(1) MAINTENANCE ON NATIONAL REGISTRY.—
Section 1103(a) of the Financial Institutions
Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act of
1989 (12 U.S.C. 3332(a)) is amended—
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(A) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and State credentialed
trainee appraisers’ after ‘‘licensed apprais-
ers’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end;

(B) by striking paragraph (4);

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6)
as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; and

(D) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking ‘‘year. The report shall also
detail’”’ and inserting ‘‘year, details’’;

(ii) by striking ‘“‘provide” and inserting
‘“‘provides’’; and

(iii) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; and’’.

(2) ANNUAL REGISTRY FEES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1109 of the Finan-
cial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3338) is
amended—

(i) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘OrR
LICENSED”’ and inserting ‘‘, LICENSED, AND
CREDENTIALED TRAINEE’’; and

(ii) in subsection (a)—

(I) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘, and in
the case of a State with a supervisory or
trainee program, a roster listing individuals
who have received a State trainee creden-
tial”’ after ‘‘this title’’; and

(IT) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘“(2) transmit reports on the issuance and
renewal of licenses, certifications, creden-
tials, sanctions, and disciplinary actions, in-
cluding license, credential, and certification
revocations, on a timely basis to the na-
tional registry of the Appraisal Sub-
committee;”’.

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
amendments made by subparagraph (A) shall
require a State to establish or operate a pro-
gram for State credentialed trainee apprais-
ers, as defined in paragraph (12) of section
1121 of the Financial Institutions Reform,
Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1989, as
added by paragraph (4) of this subsection.

(3) TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING THE SERVICES
OF A STATE CERTIFIED APPRAISER.—Section
1113 of the Financial Institutions Reform,
Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1989 (12
U.S.C. 3342) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“In determining”’ and in-
serting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In determining’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) USE OF STATE CREDENTIALED TRAINEE
APPRAISERS.—In performing an appraisal
under this section, a State certified ap-
praiser may use the assistance of a State
credentialed trainee appraiser or an unli-
censed trainee appraiser, except that a State
certified appraiser assisted by a trainee shall
be liable for final work.”.

(4) DEFINITION.—Section 1121 of the Finan-
cial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3350) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(12) STATE CREDENTIALED TRAINEE AP-
PRAISER.—The term ‘State credentialed
trainee appraiser’ means an individual who—

‘“(A) meets the minimum criteria estab-
lished by the Appraiser Qualification Board
for a trainee appraiser credential; and

‘“(B) is credentialed by a State appraiser
certifying and licensing agency.”’.

(d) GRANTS FOR WORKFORCE AND TRAIN-
ING.—Section 1109(b) of the Financial Insti-
tutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement
Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3338(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(T) to make grants to State appraiser cer-
tifying and licensing agencies, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and institutions of higher edu-
cation to support the carrying out of edu-
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cation and training activities or other ac-
tivities related to addressing appraiser in-
dustry workforce needs, including recruiting
and retaining workforce talent, such as
through scholarship assistance and career
pipeline development.”.

(e) APPRAISAL SUBCOMMITTEE.—Section
1011 of the Federal Financial Institutions Ex-
amination Council Act of 1978 (12 U.S.C. 3310)
is amended, in the first sentence, by insert-
ing ‘‘the Department of Veterans Affairs, the
Rural Housing Service of the Department of
Agriculture, the Department of Housing and
Urban Development,” after ‘‘Financial Pro-
tection,”.

SEC. 5404. HELPING MORE FAMILIES SAVE ACT.

Section 23 of the United States Housing
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437u) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(p) ESCROW EXPANSION PILOT PROGRAM.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) COVERED FAMILY.—The term ‘covered
family’ means a family that receives assist-
ance under section 8 or 9 of this Act and is
enrolled in the pilot program.

‘(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means an entity described in sub-
section (c)(2).

‘(C) PiLoT PROGRAM.—The term ‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
under paragraph (2).

‘(D) WELFARE ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘wel-
fare assistance’ has the meaning given the
term in section 984.103 of title 24, Code of
Federal Regulations, or any successor regu-
lation.

‘“(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a pilot program under which the
Secretary shall select not more than 25 eligi-
ble entities to establish and manage escrow
accounts for not more than 5,000 covered
families, in accordance with this subsection.

*“(3) ESCROW ACCOUNTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity se-
lected to participate in the pilot program—

‘(i) shall establish an interest-bearing es-
crow account and place into the account an
amount equal to any increase in the amount
of rent paid by each covered family in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 3,
8(0), or 8(y), as applicable, that is attrib-
utable to increases in earned income by the
covered families during the participation of
each covered family in the pilot program;
and

‘‘(ii) notwithstanding any other provision
of law, may use funds it controls under sec-
tion 8 or 9 for purposes of making the escrow
deposit for covered families assisted under,
or residing in units assisted under, section 8
or 9, respectively, provided such funds are
offset by the increase in the amount of rent
paid by the covered family.

‘(B) INCOME LIMITATION.—An eligible enti-
ty may not escrow any amounts for any cov-
ered family whose adjusted income exceeds
80 percent of the area median income at the
time of enrollment.

‘“(C) WITHDRAWALS.—A covered family
shall be able to withdraw funds, including in-
terest earned, from an escrow account estab-
lished by an eligible entity under the pilot
program—

‘(i) after the covered family ceases to re-
ceive welfare assistance; and

“(ii)(I) not earlier than the date that is 5
years after the date on which the eligible en-
tity establishes the escrow account under
this subsection;

“(IT) not later than the date that is 7 years
after the date on which the eligible entity
establishes the escrow account under this
subsection, if the covered family chooses to
continue to participate in the pilot program
after the date that is 5 years after the date
on which the eligible entity establishes the
escrow account;
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‘‘(IIT) on the date the covered family ceases
to receive housing assistance under section 8
or 9, if such date is earlier than 5 years after
the date on which the eligible entity estab-
lishes the escrow account;

“(IV) earlier than 5 years after the date on
which the eligible entity establishes the es-
crow account, if the covered family is using
the funds to advance a self-sufficiency goal
as approved by the eligible entity; or

(V) under other circumstances in which
the Secretary determines an exemption for
good cause is warranted.

‘(D) INTERIM RECERTIFICATION.—For pur-
poses of the pilot program, a covered family
may recertify the income of the covered fam-
ily multiple times per year, as determined
by the Secretary, and not fewer than once
per year.

“(E) CONTRACT OR PLAN.—A covered family
is not required to complete a standard con-
tract of participation or an individual train-
ing and services plan in order to participate
in the pilot program.

‘(4) EFFECT OF INCREASES IN FAMILY IN-
COME.—Any increase in the earned income of
a covered family during the enrollment of
the family in the pilot program may not be
considered as income or a resource for pur-
poses of eligibility of the family for other
benefits, or amount of benefits payable to
the family, under any program administered
by the Secretary.

““(5) APPLICATION.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity seek-
ing to participate in the pilot program shall
submit to the Secretary an application—

‘(i) at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may require by notice; and

‘“(ii) that includes the number of proposed
covered families to be served by the eligible
entity under this subsection.

‘(B) GEOGRAPHIC AND ENTITY VARIETY.—
The Secretary shall ensure that eligible enti-
ties selected to participate in the pilot pro-
gram—

‘(i) are located across various States and
in both urban and rural areas; and

‘‘(ii) vary by size and type, including both
public housing agencies and private owners
of projects receiving project-based rental as-
sistance under section 8.

‘(6) NOTIFICATION AND OPT-OUT.—An eligi-
ble entity participating in the pilot program
shall—

““(A) notify covered families of their enroll-
ment in the pilot program;

‘“(B) provide covered families with a de-
tailed description of the pilot program, in-
cluding how the pilot program will impact
their rent and finances;

“(C) inform covered families that the fami-
lies cannot simultaneously participate in the
pilot program and the Family Self-Suffi-
ciency program under this section; and

‘(D) provide covered families with the
ability to elect not to participate in the pilot
program—

‘(i) not less than 2 weeks before the date
on which the escrow account is established
under paragraph (3); and

‘(ii) at any point during the duration of
the pilot program.

“(T) MAXIMUM RENTS.—During the term of
participation by a covered family in the
pilot program, the amount of rent paid by
the covered family shall be calculated under
the rental provisions of section 3 or 8(0), as
applicable.

¢“(8) PILOT PROGRAM TIMELINE.—

““(A) AWARDS.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall select the eligi-
ble entities to participate in the pilot pro-
gram.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘“(B) ESTABLISHMENT AND TERM OF AC-
COUNTS.—An eligible entity selected to par-
ticipate in the pilot program shall—

‘(i) not later than 6 months after selec-
tion, establish escrow accounts under para-
graph (3) for covered families; and

‘“(ii) maintain those escrow accounts for
not less than 5 years, or until the date the
family ceases to receive assistance under
section 8 or 9, and, at the discretion of the
covered family, not more than 7 years after
the date on which the escrow account is es-
tablished.

““(9) NONPARTICIPATION AND HOUSING ASSIST-
ANCE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Assistance under sec-
tion 8 or 9 for a family that elects not to par-
ticipate in the pilot program shall not be de-
layed or denied by reason of such election.

‘(B) NO TERMINATION.—Housing assistance
may not be terminated as a consequence of
participating, or not participating, in the
pilot program under this subsection for any
period of time.

‘(10) STuDY.—Not later than 8 years after
the date the Secretary selects eligible enti-
ties to participate in the pilot program
under this subsection, the Secretary shall
conduct a study and submit to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives a report on outcomes for covered fami-
lies under the pilot program, which shall
evaluate the effectiveness of the pilot pro-
gram in assisting families to achieve eco-
nomic independence and self-sufficiency, and
the impact coaching and supportive services,
or the lack thereof, had on individual in-
comes.

‘“(11) WAIVERS.—To allow selected eligible
entities to effectively administer the pilot
program and make the required escrow ac-
count deposits under this subsection, the
Secretary may waive requirements under
this section.

‘“(12) TERMINATION.—The pilot program
under this subsection shall terminate on the
date that is 10 years after the date of enact-
ment of this subsection.

““(13) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the Secretary for fiscal
year 2026 such sums as may be necessary—

‘(i) for technical assistance related to im-
plementation of the pilot program; and

‘‘(i1) to carry out an evaluation of the pilot
program under paragraph (10).

‘(B) AVAILABILITY.—Any amounts appro-
priated under this subsection shall remain
available until expended.”’.

SEC. 5405. CHOICE IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING
ACT.

(a) SATISFACTION OF INSPECTION REQUIRE-
MENTS THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN OTHER
HOUSING PROGRAMS.—Section 8(0)(8) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)(8)), as amended by section 101(a) of
the Housing Opportunity Through Mod-
ernization Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-201; 130
Stat. 783), is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(I) SATISFACTION OF INSPECTION REQUIRE-
MENTS THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN OTHER
HOUSING PROGRAMS.—

‘(i) LOW-INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT-FI-
NANCED BUILDINGS.—A dwelling unit shall be
deemed to meet the inspection requirements
under this paragraph if—

‘“(I) the dwelling unit is in a building, the
acquisition, rehabilitation, or construction
of which was financed by a person who re-
ceived a low-income housing tax credit under
section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 in exchange for that financing;

‘“(IT) the dwelling unit was physically in-
spected and passed inspection as part of the
low-income housing tax credit program de-
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scribed in subclause (I) during the preceding
12-month period; and

‘“(IIT) the applicable public housing agency
is able to obtain the results of the inspection
described in subclause (II).

‘(i) HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PRO-
GRAM.—A dwelling shall be deemed to meet
the inspection requirements under this para-
graph if—

“(I) the dwelling unit is assisted under the
HOME Investment Partnerships Program
under title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12721 et seq.);

‘“(II) the dwelling unit was physically in-
spected and passed inspection as part of the
program described in subclause (I) during the
preceding 12-month period; and

“‘(IIT) the applicable public housing agency
is able to obtain the results of the inspection
described in subclause (II).

¢‘(iii) RURAL HOUSING SERVICE.—A dwelling
unit shall be deemed to meet the inspection
requirements under this paragraph if—

“(I) the dwelling unit is assisted by the
Rural Housing Service of the Department of
Agriculture;

“(IT) the dwelling unit was physically in-
spected and passed inspection in connection
with the assistance described in subclause (I)
during the preceding 12-month period; and

‘“(III) the applicable public housing agency
is able to obtain the results of the inspection
described in subclause (II).

“(iv) REMOTE OR VIDEO INSPECTIONS.—When
complying with inspection requirements for
a housing unit located in a rural or small
area using assistance under this subtitle, the
Secretary may allow a grantee to conduct a
remote or video inspection of a unit.

‘“(v) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) shall be construed
to affect the operation of a housing program
described in, or authorized under a provision
of law described in, that clause.”.

(b) PRE-APPROVAL OF UNITS.—Section
8(0)(8)(A) of the United States Housing Act
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)(8)(A)) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(iv) INITIAL INSPECTION PRIOR TO LEASE
AGREEMENT.—

‘() DEFINITION.—In this clause, the term
‘new landlord’ means an owner of a dwelling
unit who has not previously entered into a
housing assistance payment contract with a
public housing agency under this subsection
for any dwelling unit.

‘(IT1) EARLY INSPECTION.—Upon the request
of a new landlord, a public housing agency
may inspect the dwelling unit owned by the
new landlord to determine whether the unit
meets the housing quality standards under
subparagraph (B) before the unit is selected
by a tenant assisted under this subsection.

‘“(III) EFFECT.—An inspection conducted
under subclause (II) that determines that the
dwelling unit meets the housing quality
standards under subparagraph (B) shall sat-
isfy this subparagraph and subparagraph (C)
if the new landlord enters into a lease agree-
ment with a tenant assisted under this sub-
section not later than 60 days after the date
of the inspection.

“(IV) INFORMATION WHEN FAMILY IS SE-
LECTED.—When a public housing agency se-
lects a family to participate in the tenant-
based assistance program under this sub-
section, the public housing agency shall in-
clude in the information provided to the
family a list of dwelling units that have been
inspected under subclause (II) and deter-
mined to meet the housing quality standards
under subparagraph (B).”.

TITLE V—PROGRAM REFORM
SEC. 5501. REFORMING DISASTER RECOVERY
ACT.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘“‘Department’
means the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

(2) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund” means the
Long-Term Disaster Recovery Fund estab-
lished under subsection (c).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The offices and officers of
the Department shall be responsible for—

(A) leading and coordinating the disaster-
related responsibilities of the Department
under the National Response Framework,
the National Disaster Recovery Framework,
and the National Mitigation Framework;

(B) coordinating and administering pro-
grams, policies, and activities of the Depart-
ment related to disaster relief, long-term re-
covery, resiliency, and mitigation, including
disaster recovery assistance under title I of
the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

(C) supporting disaster-impacted commu-
nities as those communities specifically as-
sess, plan for, and address the housing stock
and housing needs in the transition from
emergency shelters and interim housing to
permanent housing of those displaced, espe-
cially among vulnerable populations and ex-
tremely low-, low-, and moderate-income
households;

(D) collaborating with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and the Small
Business Administration and across the De-
partment to align disaster-related regula-
tions and policies, including incorporation of
consensus-based codes and standards and in-
surance purchase requirements, and ensuring
coordination and reducing duplication
among other Federal disaster recovery pro-
grams;

(E) promoting best practices in mitigation
and resilient land use planning;

(F) coordinating technical assistance, in-
cluding mitigation, resiliency, and recovery
training and information on all relevant
legal and regulatory requirements, to enti-
ties that receive disaster recovery assistance
under title I of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et
seq.) that demonstrate capacity constraints;
and

(G) supporting State, Tribal, and local gov-
ernments in developing, coordinating, and
maintaining their capacity for disaster resil-
ience and recovery and developing pre-dis-
aster recovery and hazard mitigation plans,
in coordination with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and other Federal agen-
cies.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF DIS-
ASTER MANAGEMENT AND RESILIENCY.—Sec-
tion 4 of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3533) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(1) OFFICE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND
RESILIENCY.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established,
in the Office of the Secretary, the Office of
Disaster Management and Resiliency.

‘(2) DuTIES.—The Office of Disaster Man-
agement and Resiliency shall—

““(A) be responsible for oversight and co-
ordination of all departmental disaster pre-
paredness and response responsibilities; and

‘“(B) coordinate with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and the Office of Com-
munity Planning and Development and other
offices of the Department in supporting re-
covery and resilience activities to provide a
comprehensive approach in working with
communities.”.

(¢) LONG-TERM
FUND.—

DISASTER RECOVERY
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(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States an ac-
count to be known as the Long-Term Dis-
aster Recovery Fund.

(2) DEPOSITS, TRANSFERS, AND CREDIT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fund shall consist of
amounts appropriated, transferred, and cred-
ited to the Fund.

(B) TRANSFERS.—The following may be
transferred to the Fund:

(i) Amounts made available through sec-
tion 106(c)(4) of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5306(c)(4))
as a result of actions taken under section
104(e), 111, or 124(j) of such Act.

(ii) Any unobligated balances available
until expended remaining or subsequently
recaptured from amounts appropriated for
any disaster and related purposes under the
heading ‘“‘Community Development Fund’ in
any Act prior to the establishment of the
Fund.

(C) USE OF TRANSFERRED AMOUNTS.—
Amounts transferred to the Fund shall be
used for the eligible uses described in para-
graph (3).

(3) ELIGIBLE USES OF FUND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Fund
shall be available—

(i) to provide assistance in the form of
grants under section 124 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d); and

(ii) for activities of the Department that
support the provision of such assistance, in-
cluding necessary salaries and expenses, in-
formation technology, and capacity building,
technical assistance, and pre-disaster readi-
ness.

(B) SET ASIDE.—Of each amount appro-
priated for or transferred to the Fund, 3 per-
cent shall be made available for activities
described in subparagraph (A)(ii), which
shall be in addition to other amounts made
available for those activities.

(C) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—With respect to
amounts made available for use in accord-
ance with subparagraph (B)—

(i) amounts may be transferred to the ac-
count under the heading for ‘‘Program Of-
fices—Salaries and Expenses—Community
Planning and Development’, or any suc-
cessor account, for the Department to carry
out activities described in paragraph (1)(B);
and

(ii) amounts may be used for the activities
described in subparagraph (A)(ii) and for the
administrative costs of administering any
funds appropriated to the Department under
the heading ‘“‘Community Planning and De-
velopment—Community Development Fund”’
for any major disaster declared under section
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5170) in any Act before the establishment of
the Fund.

(D) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not less than one-tenth of
1 percent of each series of awards the Sec-
retary makes from the Fund shall be trans-
ferred to the account under the heading ‘‘Of-
fice of Inspector General” for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development to
support audit activities and to investigate
grantee noncompliance with program re-
quirements and waste, fraud, and abuse as a
result of appropriations made available
through the Fund.

(ii) AVAILABILITY.—Funding under clause
(i) shall not be made available to the Office
of Inspector General until 90 days after the
date on which the grantee plan or supple-
mental plan for the grantee is approved by
the Secretary under subsection (¢) or (f)(3)(C)
of section 124 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as added by sub-
section (d), is approved by the Secretary.
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(4) INTERCHANGEABILITY OF PRIOR ADMINIS-
TRATIVE AMOUNTS.—Any amounts appro-
priated in any Act prior to the establishment
of the Fund and transferred to the account
under the heading ‘‘Program Offices—Sala-
ries and Expenses—Community Planning and
Development’’, or any predecessor account,
for the Department for the costs of admin-
istering funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment under the heading ‘“‘Community Plan-
ning and Development—Community Devel-
opment Fund” for any major disaster de-
clared under section 401 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) shall be avail-
able for the costs of administering any such
funds provided by any prior or future Act,
notwithstanding the purposes for which
those amounts were appropriated and in ad-
dition to any amount provided for the same
purposes in other appropriations Acts.

(5) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts
appropriated, transferred, and credited to
the Fund shall remain available until ex-
pended.

(6) FORMULA ALLOCATION.—Use of amounts
in the Fund for grants shall be made by for-
mula allocation in accordance with the re-
quirements of section 124(a) of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d).

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Fund such sums as may be necessary to
respond to current or future major disasters
declared under section 401 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5179) for grants under
section 124 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as added by sub-
section (d).

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF CDBG DISASTER RE-
COVERY PROGRAM.—Title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), as amended by this Act,
is amended—

(1) in section 102(a) (42 U.S.C. 5302(a))—

(A) in paragraph (20)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C);

(ii) in subparagraph (C), as so redesignated,
by inserting ‘‘or (B)’ after ‘‘subparagraph
(A)”; and

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
the following:

‘““(B) The term ‘persons of extremely low
income’ means families and individuals
whose income levels do not exceed household
income levels determined by the Secretary
under section 3(b)(2) of the United States
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a(b)(2)(C)),
except that the Secretary may provide alter-
native definitions for the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, the United
States Virgin Islands, and American
Samoa.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(25) The term ‘major disaster’ has the
meaning given the term in section 102 of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122).”’;

(2) in section 106(c)(4) (42 U.S.C. 5306(c)(4))—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘declared by the President
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act’’;

(ii) inserting ‘‘States for use in nonentitle-
ment areas and to’’ before ‘“‘metropolitan cit-
ies”’; and

(iii) inserting ‘‘major” after ‘‘affected by
the’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by striking ‘‘metropolitan city or’’ and
inserting ‘‘State, metropolitan city, or’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘city or county’ and in-
serting ‘‘State, city, or county’’; and
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(iii) by
aster”’;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘met-
ropolitan cities and” and inserting ‘‘States,
metropolitan cities, and’’;

(D) in subparagraph (F)—

(i) by striking ‘‘metropolitan city or’” and
inserting ‘‘State, metropolitan city, or’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘“‘major’’ before ‘‘disaster’’;
and

(E) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘met-
ropolitan city or’ and inserting ‘‘State, met-
ropolitan city, or’’;

(3) in section 122 (42 U.S.C. 5321), by strik-
ing ‘‘disaster under title IV of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act’” and inserting ‘‘major dis-
aster’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 124. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY PRO-
GRAM.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION, FORMULA, AND ALLO-
CATION.—

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary is au-
thorized to make community development
block grant disaster recovery grants from
the Long-Term Disaster Recovery Fund es-
tablished under section 501(c) of the Renew-
ing Opportunity in the American Dream to
Housing Act of 2025 (hereinafter referred to
as the ‘Fund’) for necessary expenses for ac-
tivities authorized under subsection (f)(1) re-
lated to disaster relief, long-term recovery,
restoration of housing and infrastructure,
economic revitalization, and mitigation in
the most impacted and distressed areas re-
sulting from a catastrophic major disaster.

‘“(2) GRANT AWARDS.—Grants shall be
awarded under this section to States, units
of general local government, and Indian
tribes based on capacity and the concentra-
tion of damage, as determined by the Sec-
retary, to support the efficient and effective
administration of funds.

“(3) SECTION 106 ALLOCATIONS.—Grants
under this section shall not be considered
relevant to the formula allocations made
pursuant to section 106.

‘‘(4) FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary shall issue a notice in the Fed-
eral Register containing the latest formula
allocation methodologies used to determine
the total estimate of unmet needs related to
housing, economic revitalization, and infra-
structure in the most impacted and dis-
tressed areas resulting from a catastrophic
major disaster.

‘“(B) PUBLIC COMMENT.—If the Secretary
has not already requested public comment
on the formula described in the notice re-
quired by subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall solicit public comments on—

‘(i) the methodologies described in sub-
paragraph (A) and seek alternative methods
for formula allocation within a similar total
amount of funding;

‘‘(ii) the impact of formula methodologies
on rural areas and Tribal areas;

‘‘(iii) adjustments to improve targeting to
the most serious needs;

‘“(iv) objective criteria for grantee capac-
ity and concentration of damage to inform
grantee determinations and minimum allo-
cation thresholds; and

“(v) research and data to inform an addi-
tional amount to be provided for mitigation
depending on type of disaster, which shall be
up to 18 percent of the total estimate of
unmet needs.

*“(6) REGULATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, by
regulation, establish a formula to allocate
assistance from the Fund to the most im-
pacted and distressed areas resulting from a
catastrophic major disaster.

inserting ‘‘major” before ‘‘dis-
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‘“(B) FORMULA REQUIREMENTS.—The for-
mula established under subparagraph (A)
shall—

‘(i) set forth criteria to determine that a
major disaster is catastrophic, which criteria
shall consider the presence of a high con-
centration of damaged housing or businesses
that individual, State, Tribal, and local re-
sources could not reasonably be expected to
address without additional Federal assist-
ance or other nationally encompassing data
that the Secretary determines are adequate
to assess relative impact and distress across
geographic areas;

“(ii) include a methodology for identifying
most impacted and distressed areas, which
shall consider unmet serious needs related to
housing, economic revitalization, and infra-
structure;

‘“(iii) include an allocation calculation
that considers the unmet serious needs re-
sulting from the catastrophic major disaster
and an additional amount up to 18 percent
for activities to reduce risks of loss resulting
from other natural disasters in the most im-
pacted and distressed area, primarily for the
benefit of low- and moderate-income persons,
with particular focus on activities that re-
duce repetitive loss of property and critical
infrastructure; and

‘“(iv) establish objective criteria for peri-
odic review and updates to the formula to re-
flect changes in available data.

¢(C) MINIMUM ALLOCATION THRESHOLD.—The
Secretary shall, by regulation, establish a
minimum allocation threshold.

‘(D) INTERIM ALLOCATION.—Until such time
that the Secretary issues final regulations
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall—

‘(i) allocate assistance from the Fund
using the formula allocation methodology
published in accordance with paragraph (4);
and

‘“(ii) include an additional amount for
mitigation of up to 18 percent of the total es-
timate of unmet need.

¢“(6) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

‘(i) except as provided in clause (ii), not
later than 90 days after the President de-
clares a major disaster, use best available
data to determine whether the major dis-
aster is catastrophic and qualifies for assist-
ance under the formula described in para-
graph (4) or (5), unless data is insufficient to
make this determination; and

‘“(ii) if the best available data is insuffi-
cient to make the determination required
under clause (i) within the 90-day period de-
scribed in that clause, the Secretary shall
determine whether the major disaster quali-
fies when sufficient data becomes available,
but in no case shall the Secretary make the
determination later than 120 days after the
declaration of the major disaster.

‘“(B) ANNOUNCEMENT OF ALLOCATION.—If
amounts are available in the Fund at the
time the Secretary determines that the
major disaster is catastrophic and qualifies
for assistance under the formula described in
paragraph (4) or (5), the Secretary shall im-
mediately announce an allocation for a grant
under this section.

“(C) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—If additional
amounts are appropriated to the Fund after
amounts are allocated under subparagraph
(B), the Secretary shall announce an alloca-
tion or additional allocation (if a prior allo-
cation under subparagraph (B) was less than
the formula calculation) within 15 days of
any such appropriation.

“(T) PRELIMINARY FUNDING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—To speed recovery, the
Secretary is authorized to allocate and
award preliminary grants from the Fund be-
fore making a determination under para-
graph (6)(A) if the Secretary projects, based
on a preliminary assessment of impact and
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distress, that a major disaster is cata-
strophic and would likely qualify for funding
under the formula described in paragraph (4)
or (5).

“(B) AMOUNT.—

‘(1) MAXIMUM.—The Secretary may award
preliminary funding under subparagraph (A)
in an amount that is not more than
$5,000,000.

‘“(ii) SLIDING SCALE.—The Secretary shall,
by regulation, establish a sliding scale for
preliminary funding awarded under subpara-
graph (A) based on the size of the prelimi-
nary assessment of impact and distress.

¢“(C) USE OF FUNDS.—The uses of prelimi-
nary funding awarded under subparagraph
(A) shall be limited to eligible activities
that—

‘(i) in the determination of the Secretary,
will support faster recovery, improve the
ability of the grantee to assess unmet recov-
ery needs, plan for the prevention of im-
proper payments, and reduce fraud, waste,
and abuse; and

‘(i) may include evaluating the interim
housing, permanent housing, and supportive
service needs of the disaster impacted com-
munity, with special attention to vulnerable
populations, such as homeless and low- to
moderate-income households, to inform the
grantee action plan required under sub-
section (c).

‘(D) CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING.—Prelimi-
nary funding awarded under subparagraph
(A)—

‘(i) is not subject to the certification re-
quirements of subsection (h)(1); and

‘“(ii) shall not be considered when calcu-
lating the amount of the grant used for ad-
ministrative costs, technical assistance, and
planning activities that are subject to the
requirements under subsection (f)(2).

‘““(E) WAIVER.—To expedite the use of pre-
liminary funding for activities described in
this paragraph, the Secretary may waive or
specify alternative requirements to the re-
quirements of this section in accordance
with subsection (i).

“(F) AMENDED AWARD.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An award for preliminary
funding under subparagraph (A) may be
amended to add any subsequent amount
awarded because of a determination by the
Secretary that a major disaster is cata-
strophic and qualifies for assistance under
the formula.

‘‘(ii) APPLICABILITY.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (D), amounts provided by an
amendment under clause (i) are subject to
the requirements under subsections (f)(1) and
(h)(1) and other requirements on grant funds
under this section.

“(G) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Concurrent
with the allocation of any preliminary fund-
ing awarded under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall assign or provide technical as-
sistance to the recipient of the grant.

*“(b) INTERCHANGEABILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to approve the use of grants under this
section to be used interchangeably and with-
out limitation for the same activities in the
most impacted and distressed areas resulting
from a declaration of another catastrophic
major disaster that qualifies for assistance
under the formula established under para-
graph (4) or (5) of subsection (a) or a major
disaster for which the Secretary allocated
funds made available under the heading
‘Community Development Fund’ in any Act
prior to the establishment of the Fund.

‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
establish requirements to expedite the use of
grants under this section for the purpose de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

“(3) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION.—Amounts
repurposed pursuant to this subsection that
were previously designated by Congress as an
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emergency requirement pursuant to the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 or a concurrent resolution on the
budget are designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14
(117th Congress), the concurrent resolution
on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and to leg-
islation establishing fiscal year 2026 budget
enforcement in the House of Representa-
tives.

‘‘(c) GRANTEE PLANS.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the Secretary an-
nounces a grant allocation under this sec-
tion, unless an extension is granted by the
Secretary, the grantee shall submit to the
Secretary a plan for approval describing—

‘“(A) the activities the grantee will carry
out with the grant under this section;

‘“(B) the criteria of the grantee for award-
ing assistance and selecting activities;

‘(C) how the use of the grant under this
section will address disaster relief, long-term
recovery, restoration of housing and infra-
structure, economic revitalization, and miti-
gation in the most impacted and distressed
areas;

‘(D) how the use of the grant funds for
mitigation is consistent with hazard mitiga-
tion plans submitted to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency under section 322
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5165);

‘““(E) the estimated amount proposed to be
used for activities that will benefit persons
of low and moderate income;

“(F) how the use of grant funds will repair
and replace existing housing stock for wvul-
nerable populations, including low- to mod-
erate-income households;

‘“(G) how the grantee will address the pri-
orities described in paragraph (5);

‘“(H) how uses of funds are proportional to
unmet needs, as required under paragraph
(6);

“(I) for State grantees that plan to dis-
tribute grant amounts to units of general
local government, a description of the meth-
od of distribution; and

“(J) such other information as may be de-
termined by the Secretary in regulation.

‘“(2) PUBLIC CONSULTATION.—To permit pub-
lic examination and appraisal of the plan de-
scribed in paragraph (1), to enhance the pub-
lic accountability of grantee, and to facili-
tate coordination of activities with different
levels of government, when developing the
plan or substantial amendments proposed to
the plan required under paragraph (1), a
grantee shall—

‘“(A) publish the plan before adoption;

‘(B) provide citizens, affected units of gen-
eral local government, and other interested
parties with reasonable notice of, and oppor-
tunity to comment on, the plan, with a pub-
lic comment period of not less than 14 days;

‘(C) comnsider comments received before
submission to the Secretary;

‘(D) follow a citizen participation plan for
disaster assistance adopted by the grantee
that, at a minimum, provides for participa-
tion of residents of the most impacted and
distressed area affected by the major dis-
aster that resulted in the grant under this
section and other considerations established
by the Secretary; and

‘“(E) undertake any consultation with in-
terested parties as may be determined by the
Secretary in regulation.

‘“(3) APPROVAL.—The Secretary shall—

““(A) by regulation, specify criteria for the
approval, partial approval, or disapproval of
a plan submitted under paragraph (1), includ-
ing approval of substantial amendments to
the plan;

‘“(B) review a plan submitted under para-
graph (1) upon receipt of the plan;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

“(C) allow a grantee to revise and resubmit
a plan or substantial amendment to a plan
under paragraph (1) that the Secretary dis-
approves;

“(D) by regulation, specify criteria for
when the grantee shall be required to provide
the required revisions to a disapproved plan
or substantial amendment under paragraph
(1) for public comment prior to resubmission
of the plan or substantial amendment to the
Secretary; and

‘‘(E) approve, partially approve, or dis-
approve a plan or substantial amendment
under paragraph (1) not later than 60 days
after the date on which the plan or substan-
tial amendment is received by the Secretary.

‘(4) LOW- AND MODERATE-INCOME OVERALL
BENEFIT.—

‘“(A) USE OF FUNDS.—Not less than 70 per-
cent of a grant made under this section shall
be used for activities that benefit persons of
low and moderate income unless the Sec-
retary—

‘(1) specifically finds that—

‘“(I) there is compelling need to reduce the
percentage for the grant; and

‘(II) the housing needs of low- and mod-
erate-income persons have been addressed;
and

‘“(ii) issues a waiver and alternative re-
quirement specific to the grant pursuant to
subsection (i) to lower the percentage.

‘(B) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall,
by regulation, establish protocols that re-
flect the required use of funds under subpara-
graph (A), including persons with extremely
and very low incomes.

“(5) PRIORITIZATION.—The grantee shall
prioritize activities that—

““(A) assist persons with extremely low-,
low-, and moderate-incomes and other vul-
nerable populations to better recover from
and withstand future disasters;

‘“(B) address housing needs arising from a
disaster, or those needs present prior to a
disaster, including the needs of both renters
and homeowners;

‘“(C) prolong the life of housing and infra-
structure;

‘(D) use cost-effective means of preventing
harm to people and property and incorporate
protective features and redundancies; and

‘‘(E) other measures that will assure the
continuation of critical services during fu-
ture disasters.

““(6) PROPORTIONAL ALLOCATION.—For each
specific disaster, a grantee under this section
shall allocate grant funds proportional to
unmet needs between housing activities for
renters and homeowners, economic revital-
ization, and infrastructure unless the Sec-
retary specifically finds that—

““(A) there is a compelling need for a dis-
proportional allocation among those unmet
needs; and

‘“(B) the disproportional allocation de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) is not incon-
sistent with the requirements under para-
graph (4).

““(T) DISASTER RISK MITIGATION.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘hazard-prone areas’—

‘(1) means areas identified by the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, at risk from natural hazards
that threaten property damage or health,
safety, and welfare, such as floods, wildfires
(including Wildland-Urban Interface areas),
earthquakes, lava inundation, tornados, and
high winds; and

‘“(ii) includes areas having special flood
hazards as identified under the Flood Dis-
aster Protection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4002 et
seq.) or the National Flood Insurance Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.).

‘“(B) HAZARD-PRONE AREAS.—The Secretary,
in consultation with the Administrator of
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the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, shall establish minimum construction
standards, insurance purchase requirements,
and other requirements for the use of grant
funds in hazard-prone areas.

¢(C) SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARDS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For the areas described
in subparagraph (A)(ii), the insurance pur-
chase requirements established under sub-
paragraph (B) shall meet or exceed the re-
quirements under section 102(a) of the Flood
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C.
4012a(a)).

“(ii) TREATMENT AS FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—AIll grants under this section shall be
treated as financial assistance for purposes
of section 3(a)(3) of the Flood Disaster Pro-
tection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4003(2)(3)).

(D) CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE RISKS.—The
Secretary may consider future risks to pro-
tecting property and health, safety, and gen-
eral welfare, and the likelihood of those
risks, when making the determination of or
modification to hazard-prone areas under
this paragraph.

‘“(8) RELOCATION.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 4601 et seq.)
shall apply to activities assisted under this
section to the extent determined by the Sec-
retary in regulation, or as provided in waiv-
ers or alternative requirements authorized in
accordance with subsection (i).

‘(B) PoLicy.—Each grantee under this sec-
tion shall establish a relocation assistance
policy that—

‘(i) minimizes displacement and describes
the benefits available to persons displaced as
a direct result of acquisition, rehabilitation,
or demolition in connection with an activity
that is assisted by a grant under this section;
and

‘“(ii) includes any appeal rights or other re-
quirements that the Secretary establishes by
regulation.

‘‘(d) CERTIFICATIONS.—Any grant under this
section shall be made only if the grantee cer-
tifies to the satisfaction of the Secretary
that—

‘(1) the grantee is in full compliance with
the requirements under subsection (¢)(2);

““(2) for grants other than grants to Indian
tribes, the grant will be conducted and ad-
ministered in conformity with the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000a et seq.)
and the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et
seq.);

““(3) the projected use of funds has been de-
veloped so as to give maximum feasible pri-
ority to activities that will benefit recipi-
ents described in subsection (¢)(4)(A) and ac-
tivities described in subsection (c)(5), and
may also include activities that are designed
to aid in the prevention or elimination of
slum and blight to support disaster recovery,
meet other community development needs
having a particular urgency because existing
conditions pose a serious and immediate
threat to the health or welfare of the com-
munity where other financial resources are
not available to meet such needs, and allevi-
ate future threats to human populations,
critical natural resources, and property that
an analysis of hazards shows are likely to re-
sult from natural disasters in the future;

‘“(4) the grant funds shall principally ben-
efit persons of low- and moderate-income as
described in subsection (c)(4)(A);

¢“(6) for grants other than grants to Indian
tribes, within 24 months of receiving a grant
or at the time of its 3- or 5-year update,
whichever is sooner, the grantee will review
and make modifications to its non-disaster
housing and community development plans
and strategies required by subsections (c)
and (m) of section 104 to reflect the disaster
recovery needs identified by the grantee and
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consistency with the plan under subsection
(e)(D);

‘(6) the grantee will not attempt to re-
cover any capital costs of public improve-
ments assisted in whole or part under this
section by assessing any amount against
properties owned and occupied by persons of
low and moderate income, including any fee
charged or assessment made as a condition
of obtaining access to such public improve-
ments, unless—

“‘(A) funds received under this section are
used to pay the proportion of such fee or as-
sessment that relates to the capital costs of
such public improvements that are financed
from revenue sources other than under this
chapter; or

‘(B) for purposes of assessing any amount
against properties owned and occupied by
persons of moderate income, the grantee cer-
tifies to the Secretary that the grantee lacks
sufficient funds received under this section
to comply with the requirements of subpara-
graph (A);

“(7) the grantee will comply with the other
provisions of this title that apply to assist-
ance under this section and with other appli-
cable laws;

‘“(8) the grantee will follow a relocation as-
sistance policy that includes any minimum
requirements identified by the Secretary;
and

‘“(9) the grantee will adhere to construc-
tion standards, insurance purchase require-
ments, and other requirements for develop-
ment in hazard-prone areas described in sub-
section (c)(7).

‘‘(e) PERFORMANCE REVIEWS AND REPORT-
ING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, on
not less frequently than an annual basis
until the closeout of a particular grant allo-
cation, make such reviews and audits as may
be necessary or appropriate to determine
whether a grantee under this section has—

““(A) carried out activities using grant
funds in a timely manner;

‘“(B) met the performance targets estab-
lished by paragraph (2);

‘“(C) carried out activities using grant
funds in accordance with the requirements of
this section, the other provisions of this title
that apply to assistance under this section,
and other applicable laws; and

‘(D) a continuing capacity to carry out ac-
tivities in a timely manner.

‘(2) PERFORMANCE TARGETS.—The Sec-
retary shall develop and make publicly
available critical performance targets for re-
view, which shall include spending thresh-
olds for each year from the date on which
funds are obligated by the Secretary to the
grantee until such time all funds have been
expended.

¢“(3) FAILURE TO MEET TARGETS.—

‘“(A) SUSPENSION.—If a grantee under this
section fails to meet 1 or more critical per-
formance targets under paragraph (2), the
Secretary may temporarily suspend the
grant.

‘(B) PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—If
the Secretary suspends a grant under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall provide to
the grantee a performance improvement plan
with the specific requirements needed to lift
the suspension within a defined time period.

‘(C) REPORT.—If a grantee fails to meet
the spending thresholds established under
paragraph (2), the grantee shall submit to
the Secretary, the appropriate committees
of Congress, and each member of Congress
who represents a district or State of the
grantee a written report identifying tech-
nical capacity, funding, or other Federal or
State impediments affecting the ability of
the grantee to meet the spending thresholds.

“(4) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION AND RE-
PORTING.—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT TO REPORT.—A grantee
under this section shall provide to the Sec-
retary such information as the Secretary
may determine necessary for adequate over-
sight of the grant program under this sec-
tion.

“(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Subject to sub-
paragraph (D), the Secretary shall make in-
formation submitted under subparagraph (A)
available to the public and to the Inspector
General for the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

“(C) SUMMARY STATUS REPORTS.—To in-
crease transparency and accountability of
the grant program under this section the
Secretary shall, on not less frequently than
an annual basis, post on a public facing dash-
board summary status reports for all active
grants under this section that includes—

‘(i) the status of funds by activity;

‘‘(ii) the percentages of funds allocated and
expended to benefit low- and moderate-in-
come communities;

f4(iii) performance targets, spending
thresholds, and accomplishments; and

‘(iv) other information the Secretary de-
termines to be relevant for transparency.

‘(D) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out this
paragraph, the Secretary shall take such ac-
tions as may be necessary to ensure that per-
sonally identifiable information regarding
applicants for assistance provided from funds
made available under this section is not
made publicly available.

“(E) RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, upon
a formal request from researchers, make
disaggregated information available to the
requestor that is specific and relevant to the
research being conducted, and for the pur-
poses of researching program impact and ef-
ficacy.

¢(i1) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—In making in-
formation available under clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall protect personally identifiable
information as required under section 552a of
title 5, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘Privacy Act of 1974’).

“(f) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Activities assisted under
this section—

‘“(A) may include activities permitted
under section 105 or other activities per-
mitted by the Secretary by waiver or alter-
native requirement pursuant to subsection
(i); and

‘(B) shall be related to disaster relief,
long-term recovery, restoration of housing
and infrastructure, economic revitalization,
and mitigation in the most impacted and dis-
tressed areas resulting from the major dis-
aster for which the grant was awarded.

‘“(2) PROHIBITION.—Grant funds under this
section may not be used for costs reimburs-
able by, or for which funds have been made
available by, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, or the United States Army
Corps of Engineers.

¢“(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS, TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE AND PLANNING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish in regulation the maximum grant
amounts a grantee may use for administra-
tive costs, technical assistance and planning
activities, taking into consideration size of
grant, complexity of recovery, and other fac-
tors as determined by the Secretary, but not
to exceed 8 percent for administration and 20
percent in total.

‘(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts available for
administrative costs for a grant under this
section shall be available for eligible admin-
istrative costs of the grantee for any grant
made under this section, without regard to a
particular disaster.

¢“(C) SUPPLEMENTAL PLAN.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Grantees may submit to
the Secretary an optional supplemental plan
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to the grantee plan required under this title
specifically for administrative costs, which
shall include a description of the use of all
grant funds for administrative costs, includ-
ing for any eligible pre-award program ad-
ministrative costs, and how such uses will
prepare the grantee to more effectively and
expeditiously administer funds provided
under the full plan.

‘“(ii) USE oF FUNDS.—If a supplemental plan
is approved under clause (i), a grantee may
draw down the aforementioned administra-
tive funds before the full grantee plan is ap-
proved.

‘“(iii) WAIVERS.—In carrying out this sub-
paragraph, the Secretary may include any
waivers or alternative requirements in ac-
cordance with subsection (i).

‘“(4) PROGRAM INCOME.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, any grantee
under this section may retain program in-
come that is realized from grants made by
the Secretary under this section if the grant-
ee agrees that the grantee will utilize the
program income in accordance with the re-
quirements for grants under this section, ex-
cept that the Secretary may—

“‘(A) by regulation, exclude from consider-
ation as program income any amounts deter-
mined to be so small that compliance with
this paragraph creates an unreasonable ad-
ministrative burden on the grantee; or

‘“(B) permit the grantee to transfer re-
maining program income to the other grants
of the grantee under this title upon closeout
of the grant.

*“(5) PROHIBITION ON USE OF ASSISTANCE FOR
EMPLOYMENT RELOCATION ACTIVITIES.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants under this sec-
tion may not be used to assist directly in the
relocation of any industrial or commercial
plant, facility, or operation, from one area to
another area, if the relocation is likely to re-
sult in a significant loss of employment in
the labor market area from which the reloca-
tion occurs.

“(B) APPLICABILITY.—The prohibition
under subparagraph (A) shall not apply to a
business that was operating in the disaster-
declared labor market area before the inci-
dent date of the applicable disaster and has
since moved, in whole or in part, from the af-
fected area to another State or to a labor
market area within the same State to con-
tinue business.

‘(6) REQUIREMENTS.—Grants under this
section are subject to the requirements of
this section, the other provisions of this title
that apply to assistance under this section,
and other applicable laws, unless modified by
waivers or alternative requirements in ac-
cordance with subsection (i).

“(g) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—

‘(1) ADOPTION.—A recipient of funds pro-
vided under this section that uses the funds
to supplement Federal assistance provided
under section 203, 402, 403, 404, 406, 407,
408(c)(4), 428, or 502 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 5170a, 5170b, 5170c, 5172, 5173,
5174(c)(4), 5189f, 5192) may adopt, without re-
view or public comment, any environmental
review, approval, or permit performed by a
Federal agency, and such adoption shall sat-
isfy the responsibilities of the recipient with
respect to such environmental review, ap-
proval, or permit under section 104(g)(1), so
long as the actions covered by the existing
environmental review, approval, or permit
and the actions proposed for these supple-
mental funds are substantially the same.

‘“(2) APPROVAL OF RELEASE OF FUNDS.—Not-
withstanding section 104(g)(2), the Secretary
or a State may, upon receipt of a request for
release of funds and certification, imme-
diately approve the release of funds for an
activity or project to be assisted under this
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section if the recipient has adopted an envi-
ronmental review, approval, or permit under
paragraph (1) or the activity or project is
categorically excluded from review under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

“(3) UNITS OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT.—The provisions of section 104(g)(4)
shall apply to assistance under this section
that a State distributes to a unit of general
local government.

“(h) FINANCIAL CONTROLS AND PROCE-
DURES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop requirements and procedures to dem-
onstrate that a grantee under this section—

‘““(A) has adequate financial controls and
procurement processes;

‘(B) has adequate procedures to detect and
prevent fraud, waste, abuse, and duplication
of benefit; and

“(C) maintains a comprehensive and pub-
licly accessible website.

‘“(2) CERTIFICATION.—Before making a
grant under this section, the Secretary shall
certify that the grantee has in place pro-
ficient processes and procedures to comply
with the requirements developed under para-
graph (1), as determined by the Secretary.

¢“(3) COMPLIANCE BEFORE ALLOCATION.—The
Secretary may permit a State, unit of gen-
eral local government, or Indian tribe to
demonstrate compliance with the require-
ments for adequate financial controls devel-
oped under paragraph (1) before a disaster oc-
curs and before receiving an allocation for a
grant under this section.

*“(4) DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Funds made available
under this section shall be used in accord-
ance with section 312 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5155), as amended by sec-
tion 1210 of the Disaster Recovery Reform
Act of 2018 (division D of Public Law 115-254),
and such rules as may be prescribed under
such section 312.

‘(B) PENALTIES.—In any case in which the
use of grant funds under this section results
in a prohibited duplication of benefits, the
grantee shall—

‘(i) apply an amount equal to the identi-
fied duplication to any allowable costs of the
award consistent with actual, immediate
cash requirement;

‘“(ii) remit any excess amounts to the Sec-
retary to be credited to the obligated,
undisbursed balance of the grant consistent
with requirements on Federal payments ap-
plicable to such grantee; and

‘“(iii) if excess amounts under clause (ii)
are identified after the period of performance
or after the closeout of the award, remit
such amounts to the Secretary to be credited
to the Fund.

“(C) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—Any grantee
provided funds under this section or from
prior Appropriations Acts under the heading
‘Community Development Fund’ for purposes
related to major disasters that fails to com-
ply with section 312 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 5155) or fails to satisfy pen-
alties to resolve a duplication of benefits
shall be subject to remedies for noncompli-
ance under section 111, unless the Secretary
publishes a determination in the Federal
Register that it is not in the best interest of
the Federal Government to pursue remedial
actions.

‘(1) WAIVERS AND ALTERNATIVE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In administering grants
under this section, the Secretary may waive,
or specify alternative requirements for, any
provision of any statute or regulation that
the Secretary administers in connection
with the obligation by the Secretary or the
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use by the grantee of those funds (except for
requirements related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, the environ-
ment, and the requirements of this section
that do not expressly authorize modifica-
tions by waiver or alternative requirement),
if the Secretary makes a public finding that
good cause exists for the waiver or alter-
native requirement.

‘“(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—A waiver or alter-
native requirement described in paragraph
(1) shall not take effect before the date that
is 5 days after the date of publication of the
waiver or alternative requirement on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development or the effective date for
any regulation published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

““(3) PUBLIC NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary
shall notify the public of all waivers or alter-
native requirements described in paragraph
(1) in accordance with the requirements of
section 7(q)(3) of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C.
3535(q)(3)).

““(j) UNUSED AMOUNTS.—

‘(1) DEADLINE TO USE AMOUNTS.—A grantee
under this section shall use an amount equal
to the grant within 6 years beginning on the
date on which the Secretary obligates the
amounts to the grantee, as such period may
be extended under paragraph (4).

‘“(2) RECAPTURE.—The Secretary shall re-
capture and credit to the Fund any amount
that is unused by a grantee under this sec-
tion upon the earlier of—

‘“(A) the date on which the grantee notifies
the Secretary that the grantee has com-
pleted all activities identified in the disaster
grantee’s plan under subsection (c); or

‘“(B) the expiration of the 6-year period de-
scribed in paragraph (1), as such period may
be extended under paragraph (4).

“(3) RETENTION OF FUNDS.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), the Secretary—

‘“(A) shall allow a grantee under this sec-
tion to retain amounts needed to close out
grants; and

“(B) may allow a grantee under this sec-
tion to retain up to 10 percent of the remain-
ing funds to support maintenance of the
minimal capacity to launch a new program
in the event of a future disaster and to sup-
port pre-disaster long-term recovery and
mitigation planning.

‘(4) EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR USE OF
FUNDS.—The Secretary may extend the 6-
year period described in paragraph (1) by not
more than 4 years, or not more than 6 years
for mitigation activities, if—

““(A) the grantee submits to the Sec-
retary—

‘(i) written documentation of the exigent
circumstances impacting the ability of the
grantee to expend funds that could not be
anticipated; or

‘“(ii) a justification that such request is
necessary due to the nature and complexity
of the program and projects; and

‘(B) the Secretary submits a written jus-
tification for the extension to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives that
specifies the period of that extension.

“(k) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘Indian tribe’ has the meaning given the
term in section 4 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).”.

(e) REGULATIONS.—

(1) PROPOSED RULES.—Following consulta-
tion with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and other Federal agencies, not
later than 6 months after the date of enact-
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ment of this Act, the Secretary shall issue
proposed rules to carry out this Act and the
amendments made by this Act and shall pro-
vide a 90-day period for submission of public
comments on those proposed rules.

(2) FINAL RULES.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall issue final regulations to
carry out section 124 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d).

(f) COORDINATION OF DISASTER RECOVERY
ASSISTANCE, BENEFITS, AND DATA WITH
OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) COORDINATION OF DISASTER RECOVERY AS-
SISTANCE.—In order to ensure a comprehen-
sive approach to Federal disaster relief,
long-term recovery, restoration of housing
and infrastructure, economic revitalization,
and mitigation in the most impacted and dis-
tressed areas resulting from a catastrophic
major disaster, the Secretary shall coordi-
nate with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, in the implementation of assistance
authorized under section 124 of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d).

(2) DATA SHARING AGREEMENTS.—T0 support
the coordination of data to prevent duplica-
tion of benefits with other Federal disaster
recovery programs while also expediting re-
covery and reducing burden on disaster sur-
vivors, the Department shall establish data
sharing agreements that safeguard privacy
with relevant Federal agencies to ensure dis-
aster benefits effectively and efficiently
reach intended beneficiaries, while using ef-
fective means of preventing harm to people
and property.

(3) DATA TRANSFER FROM FEMA AND SBA TO
HUD.—As permitted and deemed necessary
for efficient program execution, and con-
sistent with a computer matching agreement
entered into under paragraph (6)(A), the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration shall pro-
vide data on disaster applicants to the De-
partment, including, when necessary, person-
ally identifiable information, disaster recov-
ery needs, and resources determined eligible
for, and amounts expended, to the Secretary
for all major disasters declared by the Presi-
dent pursuant to section 401 of Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) for the purpose
of providing additional assistance to disaster
survivors and prevent duplication of bene-
fits.

(4) DATA TRANSFERS FROM HUD TO HUD
GRANTEES.—The Secretary is authorized to
provide to grantees under section 124 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of
1974, as added by subsection (d), offices of the
Department, technical assistance providers,
and lenders information that in the deter-
mination of the Secretary is reasonably
available and appropriate to inform the pro-
vision of assistance after a major disaster,
including information provided to the Sec-
retary by the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Admin-
istrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion, or other Federal agencies.

(5) DATA TRANSFERS FROM HUD GRANTEES TO
HUD, FEMA, AND SBA.—

(A) REPORTING.—Grantees under section
124 of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1974, as added by subsection (d),
shall report information requested by the
Secretary on households, businesses, and
other entities assisted and the type of assist-
ance provided.

(B) SHARING INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall share information collected under sub-
paragraph (A) with the Federal Emergency
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Management Agency, the Small Business Ad-
ministration, and other Federal agencies to
support the planning and delivery of disaster
recovery and mitigation assistance and other
related purposes.

(6) PRIVACY PROTECTION.—The Secretary
may make and receive data transfers author-
ized under this subsection, including the use
and retention of that data for computer
matching programs, to inform the provision
of assistance, assess disaster recovery needs,
and prevent the duplication of benefits and
other waste, fraud, and abuse, provided
that—

(A) the Secretary enters an information
sharing agreement or a computer matching
agreement, when required by section 522a of
title 5, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘‘Privacy Act of 1974”°), with
the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration, or other
Federal agencies covering the transfer of
data;

(B) the Secretary publishes intent to dis-
close data in the Federal Register;

(C) notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and
(B), section 552a of title 5, United States
Code, or any other law, the Secretary is au-
thorized to share data with an entity identi-
fied in paragraph (4), and the entity is au-
thorized to use the data as described in this
section, if the Secretary enters a data shar-
ing agreement with the entity before sharing
or receiving any information under transfers
authorized by this section, which data shar-
ing agreement shall—

(i) in the determination of the Secretary,
include measures adequate to safeguard the
privacy and personally identifiable informa-
tion of individuals; and

(ii) include provisions that describe how
the personally identifiable information of an
individual will be adequately safeguarded
and protected, which requires consultation
with the Secretary and the head of each Fed-
eral agency the data of which is being shared
subject to the agreement.

SEC. 5502. HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS
REAUTHORIZATION AND IMPROVE-
MENT ACT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 205 of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12724) is amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 205. AUTHORIZATION OF PROGRAM.

“The HOME Investment Partnerships Pro-
gram under subtitle A is hereby authorized.
There is authorized such sums as may be
necessary to carry out subtitle A.”.

(b) INCREASE IN PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION
RESOURCES.—Subtitle A of title II of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.) is
amended—

(1) in section 212(c) (42 U.S.C. 12742(c)), by
striking ‘‘10 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘15 per-
cent’’; and

(2) in section 220(b) (42 U.S.C. 12750(b))—

(A) by striking ‘“‘RECOGNITION.—”’ and all
that follows through ‘““A contribution’ and
inserting the following: ‘‘RECOGNITION.—A
contribution’’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2).

(c) MODIFICATION OF JURISDICTIONS ELIGI-
BLE FOR REALLOCATIONS.—Section 217(d)(3) of
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12747(d)(3)) is amended
by striking “LIMITATION.—Unless otherwise
specified”” and inserting the following:
“LIMITATIONS.— ¢

‘“(A) REMOVAL OF PARTICIPATING JURISDIC-
TIONS FROM REALLOCATION.—The Secretary
may, upon a finding that such jurisdiction
has failed to meet or comply with the re-
quirements of this title, remove a partici-
pating jurisdiction from participation in re-
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allocations of funds made available under
this title.

“(B) REALLOCATION TO SAME TYPE OF ENTI-
TY.—Unless otherwise specified”’.

(d) AMENDMENTS TO QUALIFICATION AS AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING.—Section 215 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12745) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(E), by striking all that
follows ‘‘purposes of this Act,” and inserting
the following: ‘‘except upon a foreclosure by
a lender (or upon other transfer in lieu of
foreclosure) if such action—

‘“(i) recognizes any contractual or legal
rights of public agencies, nonprofit sponsors,
or others to take actions that would avoid
termination of low-income affordability in
the case of foreclosure or transfer in lieu of
foreclosure; and

‘“(ii) is not for the purpose of avoiding low-
income affordability restrictions, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(T) SMALL-SCALE HOUSING.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘small-scale housing’ means housing
with not more than 4 rental units.

“(B) ALTERNATIVE REQUIREMENTS.—Small-
scale housing shall qualify as affordable
housing under this title if—

‘“(i) the housing bears rents that comply
with paragraph (1)(A);

‘“(i1) each unit is occupied by a household
that qualifies as a low-income family;

‘“(iii) the housing complies with paragraph
O(D);

‘“(iv) the housing meets the requirements
under paragraph (1)(E); and

‘“(v) the participating jurisdiction mon-
itors ongoing compliance of the housing with
requirements of this title in a manner con-
sistent with the purposes of section 226(b), as
determined by the Secretary.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘(de-
fined as the amount borrowed by the home-
buyer to purchase the home, or estimated
value after rehabilitation, which may be ad-
justed to account for the limits on future
value imposed by the resale restriction)”
after ‘‘purchase price’.

(e) ELIMINATION OF COMMITMENT DEAD-
LINE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 218 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12748) is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (g); and

(B) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (g).

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
218(c) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12748(c)) is
amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by adding ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(B) by striking paragraph (2);

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2); and

(D) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘section 224 and inserting ‘‘section
223,

(f) REFORM OF HOMEOWNERSHIP RESALE RE-
STRICTIONS.—Section 215 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act
(42 U.S.C. 12745), as amended by this section,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A), (B), and (C) as clauses (i),
(ii), and (iii), respectively, and adjusting the
margins accordingly;

(B) by striking paragraph (3);

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), and
(4) as subparagraphs (A), (B), and (D), respec-
tively, and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly;

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (B), as
so redesignated, the following:
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“(C) is subject to restrictions that are es-
tablished by the participating jurisdiction
and determined by the Secretary to be ap-
propriate, including with respect to the use-
ful life of the property, to—

‘(i) require that any subsequent purchase
of the property be—

‘“(I) only by a person who meets the quali-
fications specified under subparagraph (B);
and

““(IT) at a price that is determined by a for-
mula or method established by the partici-
pating jurisdiction that provides the owner
with a reasonable return on investment,
which may include a percentage of the cost
of any improvements; or

‘‘(ii) recapture the investment provided
under this title in order to assist other per-
sons in accordance with the requirements of
this title, except where there are no net pro-
ceeds or where the net proceeds are insuffi-
cient to repay the full amount of the assist-
ance; and’’;

(E) by striking ‘‘Housing that is for home-
ownership’’ and inserting the following:

‘(1) QUALIFICATION.—Housing that is for
homeownership’’; and

(F) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) PURCHASE BY COMMUNITY LAND
TRUST.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (C)(i)
of paragraph (1) and under terms determined
by the Secretary, the Secretary may permit
a participating jurisdiction to allow a com-
munity land trust that used assistance pro-
vided under this subtitle for the development
of housing that meets the criteria under
paragraph (1), to acquire the housing—

““(A) in accordance with the terms of the
preemptive purchase option, lease, covenant
on the land, or other similar legal instru-
ment of the community land trust when the
terms and rights in the preemptive purchase
option, lease, covenant, or legal instrument
are and remain subject to the requirements
of this title;

‘(B) when the purchase is for—

‘(i) the purpose of—

“(I) entering into the chain of title;

‘(IT) enabling a purchase by a person who
meets the qualifications specified under
paragraph (1)(B) and is on a waitlist main-
tained by the community land trust, subject
to enforcement by the participating jurisdic-
tion of all applicable requirements of this
subtitle, as determined by the Secretary;

‘“(ITII) performing necessary rehabilitation
and improvements; or

“(IV) adding a subsidy to preserve afford-
ability, which may be from Federal or non-
Federal sources; or

‘‘(ii) another purpose determined appro-
priate by the Secretary; and

“(C) if, within a reasonable period of time
after the applicable purpose under subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph is fulfilled, as de-
termined by the Secretary, the housing is
then sold to a person who meets the quali-
fications specified under paragraph (1)(B).

‘“(3) SUSPENSION OR WAIVER OF REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR MILITARY MEMBERS.—A Dpartici-
pating jurisdiction, in accordance with terms
established by the Secretary, may suspend or
waive a requirement under paragraph (1)(B)
with respect to housing that otherwise meets
the criteria under paragraph (1) if the owner
of the housing—

‘“(A) is a member of a regular component of
the armed forces or a member of the Na-
tional Guard on full-time National Guard
duty, active Guard and Reserve duty, or in-
active-duty training (as those terms are de-
fined in section 101(d) of title 10, United
States Code); and

‘“(B) has received—

‘(i) temporary duty orders to deploy with
a military unit or military orders to deploy
as an individual acting in support of a mili-
tary operation, to a location that is not
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within a reasonable distance from the hous-
ing, as determined by the Secretary, for a pe-
riod of not less than 90 days; or

‘‘(ii) orders for a permanent change of sta-
tion.

‘“(4) SUSPENSION OR WAIVER OF REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR HEIR OR BENEFICIARY OF DECEASED
OWNER.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (C)
of paragraph (1), housing that meets the cri-
teria under that paragraph prior to the death
of an owner may continue to qualify as af-
fordable housing if—

‘‘(A) the housing is the principal residence
of an heir or beneficiary of the deceased
owner, as defined by the Secretary; and

‘“(B) the heir or beneficiary, in accordance
with terms established by the Secretary, as-
sumes the duties and obligations of the de-
ceased owner with respect to funds provided
under this title.”.

(g) HOME PROPERTY INSPECTIONS.—Section
226(b) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12756(b)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Each participating juris-
diction” and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each participating juris-
diction”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘Such review shall include”’
and all that follows and inserting the fol-
lowing:

¢“(2) ON-SITE INSPECTIONS.—

““(A) INSPECTIONS BY UNITS OF GENERAL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—A review conducted
under paragraph (1) by a participating juris-
diction that is a unit of general local govern-
ment shall include an on-site inspection to
determine compliance with housing codes
and other applicable regulations.

‘“(B) INSPECTIONS BY STATES.—A review
conducted under paragraph (1) by a partici-
pating jurisdiction that is a State shall in-
clude an on-site inspection to determine
compliance with a national standard as de-
termined by the Secretary.

¢“(3) INCLUSION IN PERFORMANCE REPORT AND
PUBLICATION.—A participating jurisdiction
shall include in the performance report of
the participating jurisdiction submitted to
the Secretary under section 108(a), and make
available to the public, the results of each
review conducted under paragraph (1).”.

(h) REVISIONS TO STRENGTHEN ENFORCE-
MENT AND PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—
Section 223 of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12753) is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘PENALTIES
FOR MISUSE OF FUNDS’ and inserting ‘‘PRO-
GRAM ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES FOR NON-
COMPLIANCE’’;

(2) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting after ‘‘any provision of this sub-
title” the following: ‘‘, including any provi-
sion applicable throughout the period re-
quired by section 215(a)(1)(E) and applicable
regulations,’’;

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the
end;

(4) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) reduce payments to the participating
jurisdiction under this subtitle by an
amount equal to the amount of such pay-
ments which were not expended in accord-
ance with this title.”.

(i) TENANT AND PARTICIPANT PROTECTIONS
FOR SMALL-SCALE AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—
Section 225 of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12755) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘“(e) TENANT SELECTION FOR SMALL-SCALE
HousING.—Paragraphs (2) through (4) of sub-
section (d) shall not apply to the owner of
small-scale housing (as defined in section
215(a)(7)).”.
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(j) MODIFICATION OF RULES RELATED TO
COMMUNITY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS OF COMMUNITY HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT ORGANIZATION AND COMMUNITY
LAND TRUST.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 104 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12704) is amended—

(i) in paragraph (6)(B)—

(I) by striking ‘‘significant’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘and otherwise’” and in-
serting ‘‘or as otherwise determined accept-
able by the Secretary’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(26) The term ‘community land trust’
means a nonprofit entity or a State or local
government or instrumentality thereof
that—

‘“(A) is not managed by, or an affiliate of,
a for-profit organization;

‘(B) has as a primary purpose acquiring,
developing, or holding land to provide hous-
ing that is permanently affordable to low-
and moderate-income persons, and monitors
properties to ensure affordability is pre-
served;

‘“(C) provides housing described in subpara-
graph (B) using a ground lease, deed cov-
enant, or other similar legally enforceable
measure, as determined by the Secretary,
that—

‘(i) keeps the housing affordable to low-
and moderate-income persons for not less
than 30 years; and

‘“(ii) enables low- and moderate-income
persons to rent or purchase the housing for
homeownership; and

‘(D) maintains preemptive purchase op-
tions to purchase the property so the hous-
ing remains affordable to low-and moderate-
income persons.’’.

(B) ELIMINATION OF EXISTING DEFINITION OF
COMMUNITY LAND TRUST.—Section 233 of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12773) is amended by
striking subsection (f).

(2) SET-ASIDE FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS.—Section 231 of
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12771) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘to be de-
veloped, sponsored, or owned by community
housing development organizations’ and in-
serting ‘‘when a community housing develop-
ment organization materially participates in
the ownership or development of such hous-
ing, as determined by the Secretary’’;

(B) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) RECAPTURE AND REUSE.—If any funds
reserved under subsection (a) remain
uninvested for a period of 24 months, then
the Secretary shall make such funds avail-
able to the participating jurisdiction for any
eligible activities under this title without
regard to whether a community housing de-
velopment organization materially partici-
pates in the use of the funds.”’; and

(C) by striking subsection (c).

(k) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—The Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12701 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 104 (42 U.S.C. 12704)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (23) (relat-
ing to the definition of the term ‘‘to dem-
onstrate to the Secretary’) as paragraph
(22); and

(B) by redesignating paragraph (24) (relat-
ing to the definition of the term ‘‘insular
area’’, as added by section 2(2) of Public Law
102-230) as paragraph (23);

(2) in section 105(b) (42 U.S.C. 12705(b))—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘“‘Stewart
B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act” and
inserting ‘“McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act’’; and
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(B) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘subpara-
graphs’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs’’;

(3) in section 106 (42 U.S.C. 12706), by strik-
ing ‘“‘Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assist-
ance Act” and inserting ‘“‘McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act”;

(4) in section 108(a)(1) (42 U.S.C. 12708(a)(1)),
by striking ‘‘section 105(b)(15)”’ and inserting
“‘section 105(b)(18)’’;

() in section 212 (42 U.S.C. 12742)—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (3)(A)(ii), by inserting
“United States’ before ‘“‘Housing Act’’; and

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (4);

(B) in subsection (d)(56), by inserting
“United States’ before ‘‘Housing Act’’; and

(C) in subsection (e)(1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 221(d)(3)(ii)”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 221(d)(4)”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘not to exceed 140 percent’’
and inserting ‘‘as determined by the Sec-
retary’’;

(6) in section 215(a)(6)(B) (42 U.S.C. 20
12745(a)(6)(B)), by striking ‘‘grand children’
and inserting ‘‘grandchildren’’;

(7) in section 217 (42 U.S.C. 12747)—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“(3)”’ and
inserting ““(2)"’;

(i1) by striking paragraph (3), as added by
section 211(a)(2)(D) of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1992 (Public Law
102-550; 106 Stat. 3756); and

(iii) by redesignating the remaining para-
graph (3), as added by the matter under the
heading ‘‘HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS
PROGRAM”’ under the heading ‘‘HOUSING PRO-
GRAMS” in title II of the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1993 (Public Law 102-389; 106
Stat. 1581), as paragraph (2); and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) in the first sentence of subparagraph
(A)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘in regulation’ and insert-
ing ¢, by regulation,”’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘eligible jurisdiction’ and
inserting ‘‘eligible jurisdictions’’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (F)—

(aa) in the first sentence—

(AA) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘Sub-
committee on Housing and Urban Affairs”
and inserting ‘‘Subcommittee on Housing,
Transportation, and Community Develop-
ment”’; and

(BB) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘Sub-
committee on Housing and Community De-
velopment of the Committee on Banking, Fi-
nance and Urban Affairs’ and inserting
“Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance of
the Committee on Financial Services’’; and

(bb) in the second sentence, by striking
“the Committee on Banking, Finance and
Urban Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives” and inserting ‘‘the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives’’;

(ii) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking
£“$500,000”” each place that term appears and
inserting ‘“$750,000"’;

(iii) in paragraph (3)—

(I) by striking ¢‘$500,000”" each place that
term appears and inserting ‘‘$750,000°’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘, except as provided in
paragraph (4)’; and

(iv) by striking paragraph (4);

(8) in section 220(c) (42 U.S.C. 12750(c))—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary’ and all that follows and inserting
‘“Secretary;’’;

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘under
this title’” and all that follows and inserting
“‘under this title;”’; and



S5284

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (6), (7), and
(8) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), respec-

tively;
(9) in section 225(d)(4)(B) (42 TU.S.C.
12755(d)(4)(B)), by striking ‘‘for’’ the first

place that term appears; and

(10) in section 283 (42 U.S.C. 12833)—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Bank-
ing, Finance and Urban Affairs’ and insert-
ing ‘“Financial Services’’; and

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘General
Accounting Office” each place that term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Government Account-
ability Office”’.

SEC. 5503. RURAL HOUSING SERVICE REFORM
ACT.

(a) APPLICATION OF MULTIFAMILY MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE PROCEDURES TO MULTI-
FAMILY MORTGAGES HELD BY THE SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE AND PRESERVATION OF THE
RENTAL ASSISTANCE CONTRACT UPON FORE-
CLOSURE.—

(1) MULTIFAMILY MORTGAGE PROCEDURES.—
Section 363(2) of the Multifamily Mortgage
Foreclosure Act of 1981 (12 U.S.C. 3702(2)) is
amended—

(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(F) section 514, 515, or 538 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484, 1485, 1490p).”".

(2) PRESERVATION OF CONTRACT.—Section
521(d) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1490a(d)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘(3) Notwithstanding any other provision
of law in managing and disposing of any mul-
tifamily property that is owned or has a
mortgage held by the Secretary, and during
the process of foreclosure on any property
with a contract for rental assistance under
this section—

‘““(A) the Secretary shall maintain any
rental assistance payments that are at-
tached to any dwelling units in the property;
and

“(B) the rental assistance contract may be
used to provide further assistance to existing
projects under 514, 515, or 516.”".

(b) STUDY ON RURAL HOUSING LOANS FOR
HOUSING FOR LOW- AND MODERATE-INCOME
FAMILIES.—Not later than 6 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall conduct a study and sub-
mit to Congress a publicly available report
on the loan program under section 521 of the
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490a), includ-
ing—

(1) the total amount provided by the Sec-
retary in subsidies under such section 521 to
borrowers with loans made pursuant to sec-
tion 502 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1472);

(2) how much of the subsidies described in
paragraph (1) are being recaptured; and

(3) the amount of time and costs associated
with recapturing those subsidies.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
STAFFING AND IT UPGRADES.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
of Agriculture for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030 such sums as may be necessary
for increased staffing needs and information
technology upgrades to support all Rural
Housing Service programs.

(d) FUNDING FOR TECHNICAL IMPROVE-
MENTS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Agriculture such sums as may
be necessary for fiscal year 2026 for improve-
ments to the technology of the Rural Hous-
ing Service of the Department of Agriculture
used to process and manage housing loans.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall remain avail-
able until the date that is 5 years after the
date of the appropriation.
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(3) TIMELINE.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall make the improvements de-
scribed in paragraph (1) during the 5-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which amounts
are appropriated under paragraph (1).

(e) PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT OF HOUSING
PRESERVATION AND REVITALIZATION PRO-
GRAM.—Title V of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1471 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 545. HOUSING PRESERVATION AND REVI-
TALIZATION PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
carry out a program under this section for
the preservation and revitalization of multi-
family rental housing projects financed
under section 514, 515, or 516.

“(b) NOTICE OF MATURING LOANS.—

‘(1) To OWNERS.—On an annual basis, the
Secretary shall provide written notice to
each owner of a property financed under sec-
tion 514, 515, or 516 that will mature within
the 4-year period beginning upon the provi-
sion of the notice, setting forth the options
and financial incentives that are available to
facilitate the extension of the loan term or
the option to decouple a rental assistance
contract pursuant to subsection (f).

¢“(2) TO TENANTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—On an annual basis, for
each property financed under section 514, 515,
or 516, not later than the date that is 2 years
before the date that the loan will mature,
the Secretary shall provide written notice to
each household residing in the property that
informs them of—

‘(i) the date of the loan maturity;

‘“(ii) the possible actions that may happen
with respect to the property upon that matu-
rity; and

‘“(iii) how to protect their right to reside in
federally assisted housing, or how to secure
housing voucher, after that maturity.

‘(B) LANGUAGE.—Notice under this para-
graph shall be provided in plain English and
shall be translated to other languages in the
case of any property located in an area in
which a significant number of residents
speak such other languages.

‘‘(c) LOAN RESTRUCTURING.—Under the pro-
gram under this section, in any cir-
cumstance in which the Secretary proposes a
restructuring to an owner or an owner pro-
poses a restructuring to the Secretary, the
Secretary may restructure such existing
housing loans, as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate, for the purpose of ensuring that
those projects have sufficient resources to
preserve the projects to provide safe and af-
fordable housing for low-income residents
and farm laborers, by—

‘(1) reducing or eliminating interest;

‘(2) deferring loan payments;

‘“(3) subordinating, reducing,
tizing loan debt;

‘“(4) providing other financial assistance,
including advances, payments, and incen-
tives (including the ability of owners to ob-
tain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary; and

‘() permanently removing a portion of the
housing units from income restrictions when
sustained vacancies have occurred.

¢“(d) RENEWAL OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—When the Secretary pro-
poses to restructure a loan or agrees to the
proposal of an owner to restructure a loan
pursuant to subsection (c), the Secretary
shall offer to renew the rental assistance
contract under section 521(a)(2) for a term
that is the shorter of 20 years and the term
of the restructured loan, subject to annual
appropriations, provided that the owner
agrees to bring the property up to such
standards that will ensure maintenance of
the property as decent, safe, and sanitary
housing for the full term of the rental assist-
ance contract.
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‘“(2) ADDITIONAL RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—With
respect to a project described in paragraph
(1), if rental assistance is not available for
all households in the project for which the
loan is being restructured pursuant to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may extend such
additional rental assistance to unassisted
households at that project as is necessary to
make the project safe and affordable to low-
income households.

‘‘(e) RESTRICTIVE USE AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—As part of the preser-
vation and revitalization agreement for a
project, the Secretary shall obtain a restric-
tive use agreement that is recorded and obli-
gates the owner to operate the project in ac-
cordance with this title.

“(2) TERM.—

“(A) NO EXTENSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE
CONTRACT.—Except when the Secretary en-
ters into a 20-year extension of the rental as-
sistance contract for a project, the term of
the restrictive use agreement for the project
shall be consistent with the term of the re-
structured loan for the project.

“(B) EXTENSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE CON-
TRACT.—If the Secretary enters into a 20-
year extension of the rental assistance con-
tract for a project, the term of the restric-
tive use agreement for the project shall be
for the longer of—

‘(i) 20 years; or

‘“(ii) the remaining term of the loan for
that project.

‘(C) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may
terminate the 20-year use restrictive use
agreement for a project before the end of the
term of the agreement if the 20-year rental
assistance contract for the project with the
owner is terminated at any time for reasons
outside the control of the owner.

*(f) DECOUPLING OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) RENEWAL OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE CON-
TRACT.—If the Secretary determines that a
loan maturing during the 4-year period be-
ginning upon the provision of the notice re-
quired under subsection (b)(1) for a project
cannot reasonably be restructured in accord-
ance with subsection (c) because it is not fi-
nancially feasible or the owner does not
agree with the proposed restructuring, and
the project was operating with rental assist-
ance under section 521 and the recipient is a
borrower under section 514 or 515, the Sec-
retary may renew the rental assistance con-
tract, notwithstanding any requirement
under section 521 that the recipient be a cur-
rent borrower under section 514 or 515, for a
term of 20 years, subject to annual appro-
priations.

‘“(2) ADDITIONAL RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—With
respect to a project described in paragraph
(1), if rental assistance is not available for
all households in the project for which the
loan is being restructured pursuant to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may extend such
additional rental assistance to unassisted
households at that project as is necessary to
make the project safe and affordable to low-
income households.

“(3) RENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—ANny agreement to ex-
tend the term of the rental assistance con-
tract under section 521 for a project shall ob-
ligate the owner to continue to maintain the
project as decent, safe, and sanitary housing
and to operate the development as affordable
housing in a manner that meets the goals of
this title.

‘“(B) RENT AMOUNTS.—Subject to subpara-
graph (C), in setting rents, the Secretary—

‘(i) shall determine the maximum initial
rent based on current fair market rents es-
tablished under section 8 of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f);
and

‘(i) may annually adjust the rent deter-
mined under clause (i) by the operating cost
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adjustment factor as provided under section
524 of the Multifamily Assisted Housing Re-
form and Affordability Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C.
1437f note).

*“(C) HIGHER RENT.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) shall
not apply if the Secretary determines that
the budget-based needs of a project require a
higher rent than the rent described in sub-
paragraph (B).

‘“(ii) RENT.—If the Secretary makes a posi-
tive determination under clause (i), the Sec-
retary may approve a budget-based rent level
for the project.

¢“(4) CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL.—Before the
approval of a rental assistance contract au-
thorized under this section, the Secretary
shall require, through an annual notice in
the Federal Register, the owner to submit to
the Secretary a plan that identifies financ-
ing sources and a timetable for renovations
and improvements determined to be nec-
essary by the Secretary to maintain and pre-
serve the project.

‘(g) MULTIFAMILY HOUSING TRANSFER
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Under the program
under this section, the Secretary may pro-
vide grants to qualified nonprofit organiza-
tions and public housing agencies to provide
technical assistance, including financial and
legal services, to borrowers under loans
under this title for multifamily housing to
facilitate the acquisition or preservation of
such multifamily housing properties in areas
where the Secretary determines there is a
risk of loss of affordable housing.

“‘(h) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Of any
amounts made available for the program
under this section for any fiscal year, the
Secretary may use not more than $1,000,000
for administrative expenses for carrying out
such program.

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated for
the program under this section such sums as
may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030.

“(j) RULEMAKING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of the Renewing
Opportunity in the American Dream to
Housing Act of 2025, the Secretary shall—

‘‘(A) publish an advance notice of proposed
rulemaking; and

‘(B) consult with appropriate
holders.

‘“(2) INTERIM FINAL RULE.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of the Re-
newing Opportunity in the American Dream
to Housing Act of 2025, the Secretary shall
publish an interim final rule to carry out
this section.”.

(f) RENTAL ASSISTANCE CONTRACT AUTHOR-
ITY.—Section 521(d) of the Housing Act of
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490a(d)), as amended by this
section, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and
(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively:;

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following:

“(B) upon request of an owner of a project
financed under section 514 or 515, the Sec-
retary is authorized to enter into renewal of
such agreements for a period of 20 years or
the term of the loan, whichever is shorter,
subject to amounts made available in appro-
priations Acts;’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)” and insert-
ing ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and (B)”’; and

(D) in subparagraph (D), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and
(B)”’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (A), (B),
and (C)”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘shall”
and inserting ‘“may’’; and

stake-
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) In the case of any rental assistance
contract authority that becomes available
because of the termination of assistance on
behalf of an assisted family—

‘“(A) at the option of the owner of the rent-
al project, the Secretary shall provide the
owner a period of not more than 6 months
before unused assistance is made available
pursuant to subparagraph (B) during which
the owner may use such assistance authority
to provide assistance on behalf of an eligible
unassisted family that—

‘(i) is residing in the same rental project
in which the assisted family resided before
the termination; or

‘“(ii) newly occupies a dwelling unit in the
rental project during that 6-month period;
and

“(B) except for assistance used as provided
in subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall use
such remaining authority to provide assist-
ance on behalf of eligible families residing in
other rental projects originally financed
under section 514, 515, or 516.”".

(g) MODIFICATIONS TO LOANS AND GRANTS
FOR MINOR IMPROVEMENTS TO FARM HOUSING
AND BUILDINGS; INCOME ELIGIBILITY.—Section
504(a) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1474(a)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘and
may make a loan to an eligible low-income
applicant’ after ‘‘applicant’’;

(2) by inserting ‘‘Not less than 60 percent of
loan funds made available under this section
shall be reserved and made available for very
low-income applicants.”” after the first sen-
tence; and

(3) by striking
‘$15,000"°.

(h) RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INI-
TIATIVE.—Subtitle E of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
2009 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 3810. RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVE.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means—

‘“(A) a private, nonprofit community-based
housing or community development organi-
zation;

‘“(B) a rural community; or

‘“(C) a federally recognized Indian tribe.

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE INTERMEDIARY.—The term ‘el-
igible intermediary’ means a qualified—

‘“(A) private, nonprofit organization; or

‘(B) public organization.

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a Rural Community Development
Initiative, under which the Secretary shall
provide grants to eligible intermediaries to
carry out programs to provide financial and
technical assistance to eligible entities to
develop the capacity and ability of eligible
entities to carry out projects to improve
housing, community facilities, and commu-
nity and economic development projects in
rural areas.

‘‘(c) AMOUNT OF GRANTS.—The amount of a
grant provided to an eligible intermediary
under this section shall be not more than
$250,000.

¢“(d) MATCHING FUNDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible intermediary
receiving a grant under this section shall
provide matching funds from other sources,
including Federal funds for related activi-
ties, in an amount not less than the amount
of the grant.

‘“(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
paragraph (1) with respect to a project that
would be carried out in a persistently poor
rural region, as determined by the Sec-
retary.”.

(1) ANNUAL REPORT ON RURAL HOUSING PRO-
GRAMS.—Title V of the Housing Act of 1949

©‘$7,600° and inserting
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(42 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), as amended by this
section, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 546. ANNUAL REPORT.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress and publish on the website of the De-
partment of Agriculture an annual report on
rural housing programs carried out under
this title, which shall include significant de-
tails on the health of Rural Housing Service
programs, including—

‘(1) raw data sortable by programs and by
region regarding loan performance;

‘“(2) the housing stock of those programs,
including information on why properties end
participation in those programs, such as for
maturation, prepayment, foreclosure, or
other servicing issues; and

‘“(3) risk ratings for properties assisted
under those programs.

“(b) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—The
data included in each report required under
subsection (a) may be aggregated or
anonymized to protect participant financial
or personal information.”.

(j) GAO REPORT ON RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
TECHNOLOGY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to Congress a report that includes—

(1) an analysis of how the outdated tech-
nology used by the Rural Housing Service
impacts participants in the programs of the
Rural Housing Service;

(2) an estimate of the amount of funding
that is needed to modernize the technology
used by the Rural Housing Service; and

(3) an estimate of the number and type of
new employees the Rural Housing Service
needs to modernize the technology used by
the Rural Housing Service.

(k) ADJUSTMENT TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
VOUCHER AMOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall issue regula-
tions to establish a process for adjusting the
voucher amount provided under section 542
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490r)
after the issuance of the voucher following
an interim or annual review of the amount of
the voucher.

(2) INTERIM REVIEW.—The interim review
described in paragraph (1) shall, at the re-
quest of a tenant, allow for a recalculation of
the voucher amount when the tenant experi-
ences a reduction in income, change in fam-
ily composition, or change in rental rate.

(3) ANNUAL REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The annual review de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall require tenants
to annually recertify the family composition
of the household and that the family income
of the household does not exceed 80 percent
of the area median income at a time deter-
mined by the Secretary of Agriculture.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—If a tenant does not
recertify the family composition and family
income of the household within the time
frame required under subparagraph (A), the
Secretary of Agriculture—

(i) shall consider whether extenuating cir-
cumstances caused the delay in recertifi-
cation; and

(ii) may alter associated consequences for
the failure to recertify based on those cir-
cumstances.

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Following the annual
review of a voucher under paragraph (1), the
updated voucher amount shall be effective
on the 1st day of the month following the ex-
piration of the voucher.

(4) DEADLINE.—The process established
under paragraph (1) shall require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to review and update
the voucher amount described in paragraph
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(1) for a tenant not later than 60 days before
the end of the voucher term.

(1) ELIGIBILITY FOR RURAL HOUSING VOUCH-
ERS.—Section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949
(42 U.S.C. 1490r) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(c) ELIGIBILITY OF HOUSEHOLDS IN SEC-
TIONS 514, 515, AND 516 PROJECTS.—The Sec-
retary may provide rural housing vouchers
under this section for any low-income house-
hold (including those not receiving rental as-
sistance) residing for a term longer than the
remaining term of their lease that is in ef-
fect on the date of prepayment, foreclosure,
or mortgage maturity, in a property fi-
nanced with a loan under section 514 or 515 or
a grant under section 516 that has—

‘(1) been prepaid with or without restric-
tions imposed by the Secretary pursuant to
section 502(¢)(5)(G)(A1)(D);

‘“(2) been foreclosed; or

“(3) matured after September 30, 2005.".

(m) AMOUNT OF VOUCHER ASSISTANCE.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
in the case of any rural housing voucher pro-
vided pursuant to section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490r), the amount of
the monthly assistance payment for the
household on whose behalf the assistance is
provided shall be determined as provided in
subsection (a) of such section 542, including
providing for interim and annual review of
the voucher amount in the event of a change
in household composition or income or rent-
al rate.

(n) TRANSFER OF MULTIFAMILY RURAL
HousING PROJECTS.—Section 515 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1485) is amended—

(1) in subsection (h), by adding at the end
the following:

“(3) TRANSFER TO NONPROFIT ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—A nonprofit or public body pur-
chaser, including a limited partnership with
a general partner with the principal purpose
of providing affordable housing, may pur-
chase a property for which a loan is made or
insured under this section that has received
a market value appraisal, without addressing
rehabilitation needs at the time of purchase,
if the purchaser—

“‘(A) makes a commitment to address reha-
bilitation needs during ownership and long-
term use restrictions on the property; and

‘“‘(B) at the time of purchase, accepts long-
term use restrictions on the property.”’; and

(2) in subsection (w)(1), in the first sen-
tence in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘9 percent’” and inserting
¢“25 percent’’.

(0) EXTENSION OF LOAN TERM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 502(a)(2) of the
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(a)(2)) is
amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)” before ‘““The Sec-
retary’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as so designated,
by striking ‘‘paragraph’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
paragraph’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) The Secretary may refinance or mod-
ify the period of any loan, including any refi-
nanced loan, made under this section in ac-
cordance with terms and conditions as the
Secretary shall prescribe, but in no event
shall the total term of the loan from the
date of the refinance or modification exceed
40 years.”.

(2) APPLICATION.—The amendment made
under paragraph (1) shall apply with respect
to loans made under section 502 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472) before, on, or
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(p) RELEASE OF LIABILITY FOR SECTION 502
GUARANTEED BORROWER UPON ASSUMPTION OF
ORIGINAL LOAN BY NEW BORROWER.—Section
502(h)(10) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1472(h)(10)) is amended to read as follows:

¢(10) TRANSFER AND ASSUMPTION.—Upon
the transfer of property for which a guaran-
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teed loan under this subsection was made
and the assumption of the guaranteed loan
by an approved eligible borrower, the origi-
nal borrower of a guaranteed loan under this
subsection shall be relieved of liability with
respect to the loan.”’.

(q) DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE LOAN RE-
STRICTIONS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the
terms ‘‘State” and ‘‘Tribal organization”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 658P of the Child Care and Development
Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858n).

(2) REVISION.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall revise section 3555.102(c) of title
7, Code of Federal Regulations, to exclude
from the restriction under that section—

(A) a home-based business that is a li-
censed, registered, or regulated child care
provider under State law or by a Tribal orga-
nization; and

(B) an applicant that has applied to be-
come a licensed, registered or regulated
child care provider under State law or by a
Tribal organization.

(r) LOAN GUARANTEES.—Section 502(h)(4) of
the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(h)(4))
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A), (B),
and (C) as clauses (i), (ii), and (iii), respec-
tively;

(2) by striking ‘“‘Loans may be guaranteed’’
and inserting the following:

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘accessory dwelling unit’ means a sin-
gle, habitable living unit—

‘(i) with means of separate ingress and
egress;

‘(ii) that is usually subordinate in size;

‘“(iii) that can be added to, created within,
or detached from a primary 1l-unit, single-
family dwelling; and

‘“(iv) in combination with a primary 1-unit,
single family dwelling, constitutes a single
interest in real estate.

“(B) SINGLE FAMILY REQUIREMENT.—Loans
may be guaranteed’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to prohibit
the leasing of an accessory dwelling unit or
the use of rental income derived from such a
lease to qualify for a loan guaranteed under
this subsection—

‘(i) after the date of enactment of the Re-
newing Opportunity in the American Dream
to Housing Act of 2025; and

‘“(ii) if the property that is the subject of
the loan was constructed before the date of
enactment of the Renewing Opportunity in
the American Dream to Housing Act of
2025.”".

(8) APPLICATION REVIEW.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress, not later than 90 days after the
date on which the Secretary of Agriculture
receives an application for a loan, grant, or
combined loan and grant under section 502 or
504 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472,
1474), the Secretary of Agriculture should—

(A) review the application;

(B) complete the underwriting;

(C) make a determination of eligibility
with respect to the application; and

(D) notify the applicant of determination.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter until the date described
in subparagraph (B), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall submit to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives a

report—
(i) detailing the timeliness of eligibility
determinations and final determinations

with respect to applications under sections
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502 and 504 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1472, 1474), including justifications for
any eligibility determinations taking longer
than 90 days; and

(ii) that includes recommendations to
shorten the timeline for notifications of eli-
gibility determinations described in clause
(i) to not more than 90 days.

(B) DATE DESCRIBED.—The date described in
this subparagraph is the date on which, dur-
ing the preceding 5-year period, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture provides each eligi-
bility determination described in subpara-
graph (A) during the 90-day period beginning
on the date on which each application is re-
ceived.

SEC. 5504. NEW MOVING TO WORK COHORT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MOVING TO WORK DEMONSTRATION.—The
term ‘“‘Moving to Work demonstration”
means the Moving to Work demonstration
authorized under section 204 of the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f
note).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ¢Secretary”
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL PUBLIC
HOUSING AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—After the completion of
the initial report required under subsection
(h)(2), the Secretary may add up to an addi-
tional 25 public housing agencies that are
designated as high performing agencies
under the Public Housing Assessment Sys-
tem or the Section 8 Management Assess-
ment Program to participate in a new cohort
as part of the Moving to Work demonstra-
tion.

(2) NAME.—The new cohort authorized
under paragraph (1) shall be entitled the
‘“Economic Opportunity and Pathways to
Independence Cohort™.

(c) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the authority of the Secretary to grant waiv-
ers to agencies admitted to the Moving to
Work demonstration under this section or to
designate policy changes as part of a cohort
design under this section shall be limited to
the waivers codified as of January 2025 in Ap-
pendix I of the document of the Department
of Housing and Urban Development entitled
“Operations Notice for the Expansion of the
Moving to Work Demonstration Program’’
(FR-5994-N-05) published in the Federal Reg-
ister on August 28, 2020, as amended by the
notice entitled ‘‘Operations Notice for Ex-
pansion of the Moving to Work Demonstra-
tion Program Technical Revisions” (FR-
5994-N-06) published in the Federal Register
on March 20, 2025.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Under paragraph (1), the
Secretary may not grant waivers lc, 1d, le,
1f, 1k, 11, lo, 1p, 1q, 6, 7, 9a, 9h, or 12 in the
document described in paragraph (1), includ-
ing modifications of or safe harbor require-
ment waivers for such waivers.

(3) PoLICY OPTIONS.—In carrying out the
Moving to Work demonstration cohort estab-
lished under this section, the Secretary may
consider policy options to provide opt-out
savings or escrow accounts and report posi-
tive rental payments to consumer reporting
agencies (as defined in section 603 of the Fair
Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. 1681a)) with
resident consent.

(d) FUNDING AND USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Public housing agencies
in the cohort authorized under this section
may expend not more than 5 percent of the
amounts those public housing agencies re-
ceive in any fiscal year for housing assist-
ance payments under section 8(o) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
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1437f(0)) for purposes other than such hous-
ing assistance payments.

(2) OTHER USES.—Such other wuses of
amounts described in paragraph (1) shall
comply with all other applicable require-
ments.

(3) FORMULA.—

(A) RENEWAL.—The amount of funding pub-
lic housing agencies receive for renewal of
housing assistance payments under section
8(0) of the United States Housing Act of 1937
(42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)) shall be determined ac-
cording to the same funding formula applica-
ble to public housing agencies that do not
participate in the Moving to Work dem-
onstration, except that the Secretary shall
provide public housing agencies funding to
renew any funds expended under this sub-
section, with an adjustment for inflation.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE FEES.—The amount of
funding public housing agencies receive for
administrative fees under section 8(q) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(q)), public housing operating subsidies
under section 9(e) of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g(e)), and public
housing capital funding under section 9(d) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437g(d)) shall be determined accord-
ing to the same funding formula applicable
to public housing agencies that do not par-
ticipate in the Moving to Work demonstra-
tion.

(e) SELECTION REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall select public housing agencies
designated under this section through a com-
petitive process, as determined by the Sec-
retary, with the following parameters:

(1) No public housing agency shall be
granted this designation under this section
that administers more than 27,000 aggregate
housing vouchers and public housing units.

(2) Of the public housing agencies selected
under this section, not more than 10 shall ad-
minister 1,000 or fewer aggregate housing
vouchers and public housing units, not more
than 6 shall administer between 1,001 and
6,000 aggregate housing vouchers and public
housing units, and not more than 4 shall ad-
minister between 6,001 and 27,000 aggregate
housing vouchers and public housing units.

(3) Selection of public housing agencies
under this section shall be based on ensuring
the geographic diversity of Moving to Work
demonstration public housing agencies.

(4) Within the requirements under para-
graphs (1) through (3), the Secretary shall
prioritize selecting public housing agencies
that serve families with children and youth
aging out of foster care at a rate above the
national average.

(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR SELECTED PUBLIC
HOUSING AGENCIES.—Consistent with section
204(c)(3) of the Departments of Veterans Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note), public hous-
ing agencies selected for the Moving to Work
demonstration under this section shall—

(1) ensure that not less than 75 percent of
the families assisted are very low-income
families, as defined in section 3(b)(2)(B) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437a(b)(2)(B));

(2) establish a reasonable rent policy,
which shall be designed to encourage em-
ployment and self-sufficiency by partici-
pating families, consistent with the purpose
of the Moving to Work demonstration, such
as by excluding some or all of a family’s
earned income for purposes of determining
rent;

(3) continue to assist substantially the
same total number of eligible low-income
families as would have been served had the
amounts not been combined;

(4) maintain a comparable mix of families
(by family size) as would have been provided
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had the amounts not been used under the
Moving to Work demonstration; and

(5) assure that housing assisted under the
Moving to Work demonstration meets hous-
ing quality standards established or ap-
proved by the Secretary.

(g) NONCOMPLIANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary finds that
a public housing agency participating in the
cohort authorized under this section is not
in compliance with the requirements under
this section, the Secretary shall make a de-
termination of noncompliance.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—Upon making a deter-
mination under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall develop a process to bring the public
housing agency into compliance.

(3) REMOVAL.—If a public housing agency
cannot be brought into compliance under the
process developed under paragraph (2), the
Secretary shall remove the participating
public housing agency from the cohort and
replace it with a similarly qualified public
housing agency currently not in the cohort
chosen in the manner described in subsection
(e).
(4) NOTIFICATION.—Upon removing a public
housing agency under paragraph (3), the Sec-
retary shall immediately submit to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives—

(A) a notification of the removal; and

(B) a report on the active steps the Sec-
retary is taking to replace the public hous-
ing agency with a new public housing agen-
cy.

(h) COMPREHENSIVE MOVING TO WORK RE-
PORTING AND OVERSIGHT REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) COHORT RESEARCH.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
tinue ongoing research investigations com-
menced as part of the assessment of the co-
horts established under section 239 of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note;
Public Law 114-113), make public all products
completed as part of those investigations,
and keep such products online for at least 5
years.

(B) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall co-
ordinate with the advisory committee estab-
lished under section 239 of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note; Public
Law 114-113) to establish a research program
to evaluate the outcomes and efficacy of the
following for all Moving to Work demonstra-
tion agencies designated under the authority
under such section and this section:

(i) The waivers granted to each cohort and
whether those waivers accomplish the goals
of achieving greater cost effectiveness and
administrative capacity, incentivizing fami-
lies to become economically self-sufficient,
and increasing housing choice.

(ii) The additional flexibilities granted to
individual public housing agencies under
each cohort.

(iii) How the flexibilities described in
clause (ii) were used for local, non-tradi-
tional activities.

(2) COMPREHENSIVE REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that contains the fol-
lowing for each Moving to Work demonstra-
tion cohort under section 204 of the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f
note), section 239 of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Appropriations
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Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note; Public Law
114-113), and this section:

(A) The annual administrative plans of
each Moving to Work demonstration public
housing agency.

(B) Assessments of longitudinal data, in-
cluding data on units, households, and out-
comes, which shall be evaluated to compare
changes in the following trends before and
after Moving to Work demonstration des-
ignation:

(i) Impacts on tenants based on the fol-
lowing, disaggregated by the public housing
program and the housing choice voucher pro-
gram:

(I) Eviction rates.

(IT) Hardship policy usage.

(IIT) Share of rent covered by a household.

(IV) Turnover, including the number of
household moves with or without continued
assistance.

(V) Reasons for exit from the program.

(VI) The number and characteristics of
households served, including households with
a non-elderly family member with a dis-
ability, 3 or more minors, homelessness sta-
tus at the time of admission, and average
and median income as a percent of area me-
dian income.

(ii) Impacts on public housing agency oper-
ations based on the following:

(I) The number of units, broken down by
type.

(IT) The size, including the number of bed-
rooms per unit, accessibility, affordability,
and quality of units.

(ITI) The length of each waitlist main-
tained and average wait times.

(IV) Changes in capital backlog needs and
surplus fund and reserve levels.

(V) The number of public housing units un-
dergoing a conversion under the rental as-
sistance demonstration program authorized
under the Department of Housing and Urban
Development Appropriations Act, 2012 (Pub-
lic Law 112-55; 125 Stat. 673) or demolition or
disposition projects under section 18 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437p), including the number of units lost
and the location of any replacement housing
resulting from demolition or disposition.

(VI) The share of project-based vouchers
compared to tenant-based vouchers.

(VII) The following annual housing choice
voucher data:

(aa) Voucher unit utilization rates.

(bb) Voucher budget utilization rates.

(cc) Annualized voucher success rate.

(dd) Demographic composition of house-
holds issued vouchers compared to utilized
vouchers.

(ee) Average time to lease-up.

(ff) Average cost per voucher.

(gg) Average cost per landlord incentive.

(hh) Ratio of the proportion of voucher
households living in concentrated low-in-
come areas to the proportion of renter-occu-
pied units in concentrated low-income areas.

(ii) Characteristics of census tracts where
voucher recipients reside.

(VIII) How the public housing agency met
each of the statutory requirements in sec-
tion 204(c)(3) of the Departments of Veterans
Affairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note).

(iii) Impacts on public housing staffing and
capacity, including the average public hous-
ing agency operating, administrative, and
housing assistance payment expenditures per
household per month.

(C) Legislative recommendations for flexi-
bilities that could be expanded to all public
housing agencies and how each flexibility en-
hances housing choice, affordability, and ad-
ministrative capacity and efficiency for pub-
lic housing agencies.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
maintain all reports submitted pursuant to
this section in a manner that is publicly
available, accessible, and searchable on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development for not less than 5 years.

(B) OTHER INFORMATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Annually, the Secretary
shall make the annual plan of the Moving to
Work demonstration, the Section 8 adminis-
trative plan, and the admission and contin-
ued occupancy policy publicly available in 1
location on the website of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development for not less
than 5 years.

(ii) DATABASE.—The Secretary may estab-
lish a searchable database on the website of
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to track the types of flexibilities
into which Moving to Work demonstration
public housing agencies have opted or for
which a waiver was approved by the Sec-
retary, disaggregated by year such flexibili-
ties were adopted or approved.

SEC. 5505. REDUCING HOMELESSNESS THROUGH
PROGRAM REFORM ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Financial Services of
the House of Representatives.

(2) AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS.—The term
“at risk of homelessness’ has the meaning
given the term in section 401 of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11360).

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’”’
means the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

(4) HOMELESS.—The term ‘‘homeless’” has
the meaning given the term in section 103 of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11302).

(6) PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCY.—The term
‘“public housing agency’’ has the meaning
given the term in section 3(b) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437a(b)).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’, ex-
cept as otherwise provided, means the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS FOR THE EMER-
GENCY SOLUTIONS GRANTS PROGRAM.—Section
418 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11378) is amended by
striking ‘7.5 percent’” and inserting ‘10 per-
cent”.

(c) AMENDMENTS TO THE CONTINUUM OF
CARE PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title IV of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) is amended—

(A) in section 402(g) (42 U.S.C. 11360a(g))—

(i) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) TIME LIMIT ON DESIGNATION.—The Sec-
retary—

““(A) shall accept applications for designa-
tion as a unified funding agency annually or
biennially, which designation shall be effec-
tive for not more than 2 years; and

‘(B) may, on an annual or biennial basis,
renew any designation under subparagraph
(A).”;

(B) in section 422 (42 U.S.C. 11382)—

(i) in subsection (b)—

(I) by striking ‘‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary’’; and

(IT) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) 2-YEAR NOTIFICATION.—Subject to the
availability of appropriations, the Secretary
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may issue a notification of funding avail-
ability for grants awarded under this sub-
title that provides funding for 2 successive
fiscal years, which shall—

‘“(A) award funds for the second year of
projects, including adjustments under sub-
section (f), unless the project is underper-
forming, as determined by the collaborative
applicant, and the collaborative applicant
applies to replace the project with a new
project; and

“(B) include—

‘(i) the method for applying for and award-
ing projects to replace underperforming
projects in year 2;

“(ii) the method for applying for and
awarding renewals of expiring grants for
projects that were not eligible for renewal in
the first fiscal year;

‘“(iii) the method for allocating any
amounts in the second fiscal year that are in
excess of the amount needed to fund the sec-
ond fiscal year of all grants awarded in the
first fiscal year;

‘“(iv) the method of applying for and
awarding grants, which are 1-year transition
grants awarded by the Secretary to project
sponsors for activities under this subtitle to
transition from 1 eligible activity to another
eligible activity if the recipient—

‘“(I) has the consent of the continuum of
care; and

‘“(II) meets standards determined by the
Secretary;

‘“(C) announce by notice the award of sec-
ond fiscal year funding and awards for new
and renewal projects; and

‘(D) identify the process by which the Sec-
retary may approve replacement of a col-
laborative applicant that is not a unified
funding agency to receive the award in the
second fiscal year.”’;

(ii) in subsection (¢)(2)—

(I) by striking ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as
provided in subparagraph (B), the Secretary’’
and inserting ‘‘The Secretary’’; and

(IT) by striking subparagraph (B); and

(iii) in subsection (e), by striking ‘1 year”’
and inserting ‘‘2 years’’;

(C) in section 423(a) (42 U.S.C. 11383)—

(i) in paragraph (4), in the third sentence—

(I) by striking ¢, at the discretion of the
applicant and the project sponsor,’’; and

(IT) by inserting ‘‘not more than’’ before
‘15 years’’;

(ii) in paragraph (7), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘pay-
ment of not more than 6 months of arrears
for rent and utility expenses,’”’ after ‘‘moving
costs,”’; and

(iii) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘3 per-
cent” and inserting ‘‘the greater of either
$70,000 or 5 percent’’;

(D) in section 425 (42 U.S.C. 11385), by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(f) ADJUSTMENT OF CosTS.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
subsection, and on a biennial basis there-
after, the Comptroller General of the United
States—

‘(1) shall study the hiring, retention, and
compensation levels of the workforce pro-
viding the services described in subsection
(c), including executive directors, case man-
agers, and frontline staff, and examine
whether low compensation is undermining
program effectiveness;

‘(2) shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on any find-
ings, and to the Secretary any recommenda-
tions, as the Comptroller General considers
appropriate regarding funding levels for the
cost of the supportive services and the staff-
ing to provide the services described in sub-
section (c); and

‘“(8) in carrying out the study under para-
graph (1), may reference the Consumer Price
Index or other similar surveys.”’;
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(E) in section 426 (42 U.S.C. 11386), by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(h) INSPECTIONS.—When complying with
inspection requirements for a housing unit
provided to a homeless individual or family
using assistance under this subtitle, the Sec-
retary may allow a grantee to—

‘(1) conduct a pre-inspection not more
than 60 days before leasing the unit;

‘(2) if the unit is located in a rural or
small area, conduct a remote or video in-
spection of a unit; and

‘(3) allow the unit to be leased prior to
completion of an inspection if the unit
passed an alternative Federal inspection
within the preceding 12-month period, so
long as the unit is inspected not later than 15
days after the start of the lease.”’; and

(F) in section 430 (42 U.S.C. 11386d), by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘“(d) CosTs PAID BY PROGRAM INCOME.—
With respect to grant amounts awarded
under this subtitle, costs paid by the pro-
gram income of a grant recipient may count
toward the contributions required under sub-
section (a) if the costs—

‘(1) are eligible expenses under this sub-
title;

‘(2) meet standards determined by the Sec-
retary; and

‘“(3) supplement activities carried out by
the recipient under this subtitle.”.

(2) OTHER MODIFICATIONS.—

(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph—

(i) the terms ‘‘collaborative applicant’ and
‘“‘eligible entity’” have the meanings given
those terms in section 401 of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11360); and

(ii) the terms ‘“‘Indian tribe” and ‘‘tribally
designated housing entity’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 4 of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self-
Determination Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4103).

(B) NONAPPLICATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWS.—With respect to the funds made avail-
able for the Continuum of Care program au-
thorized under subtitle C of title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the heading
‘“Homeless Assistance Grants’’ in the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260)
and under section 231 of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a), title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et
seq.) and title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) shall not apply to
applications by or awards for projects to be
carried out—

(i) on or off reservation or trust lands for
awards made to Indian tribes or tribally des-
ignated housing entities; or

(ii) on reservation or trust lands for awards
made to eligible entities.

(C) CERTIFICATION.—With respect to funds
made available for the Continuum of Care
program authorized under subtitle C of title
IV of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the
heading ‘‘Homeless Assistance Grants”
under section 231 of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Appropriations
Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a)—

(i) applications for projects to be carried
out on reservations or trust land shall con-
tain a certification of consistency with an
approved Indian housing plan developed
under section 102 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act (25 U.S.C. 4112), notwithstanding section
106 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12706) and
section 403 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11361);

(ii) Indian tribes and tribally designated
housing entities that are recipients of
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awards for projects on reservations or trust
land shall certify that they are following an
approved housing plan developed under sec-
tion 102 of the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act (25
U.S.C. 4112); and

(iii) a collaborative applicant for a Con-
tinuum of Care whose geographic area in-
cludes only reservation and trust land is not
required to meet the requirement in section
402(f)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11360a(£)(2)).

(d) AMENDMENTS TO THE HOUSING CHOICE
VOUCHER PROGRAM.—Section 8(0)(5) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)(b)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) a public housing agency may accept a
third party income calculation and
verification of family income for purposes of
this subsection if—

“(I) the calculation and verification was
completed for determination of income eligi-
bility for a Federal program or service dur-
ing the preceding 12-month period; and

‘‘(IT) there has been no change in income or
family composition since the calculation and
verification under clause (i); and

‘‘(ii) when using prior year income under
section 3(a)(7)(B), a public housing agency
shall use the income of the family as deter-
mined by the agency or owner for the prior
calendar year or another 12-month period
ending during the preceding 12 months, tak-
ing into consideration any redetermination
of income between the start of such prior
calendar year or other 12-month period and
the date of the annual review.”’;

(e) IMPROVING COORDINATION BETWEEN
HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS AND SUPPORTIVE
SERVICES.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into an agreement
with the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine to conduct and
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees an evidence-based, nonpartisan
analysis that—

(1) reviews the research on linkages be-
tween access to affordable health care and
homelessness and analyzes the effect of
greater coordination and partnerships be-
tween health care organizations, mental
health and substance use disorder and sub-
stance use disorder service providers, and
housing service providers, including possible
cost-savings from providing greater access to
health services, recovery housing, or hous-
ing-related supportive services for individ-
uals experiencing chronic homelessness and
other types of homelessness; and

(2) includes policy and program rec-
ommendations for improving access to
health care and housing, health care and
housing outcomes, possible cost-savings and
efficiencies, and best practices.

(f) DEMONSTRATION AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title IV of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11360 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 409. DEMONSTRATION AUTHORITY.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

‘“(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

‘(B) the Committee on Financial Services
of the House of Representatives.

‘‘(2) HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION.—The term
‘health care organization’ means an entity
providing medical or mental and behavioral
health care, including—

sub-
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‘“(A) a hospital (as defined in section
1861(e) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395x(e)));

“(B) a Federally-qualified health center (as
defined in section 1905(1)(2) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(1)(2))) or another
community health center eligible to receive
a grant under section 330 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b); and

‘“(C) a licensed or certified provider of evi-
dence-based substance use disorder services
or mental health services providing such
services pursuant to funding under a block
grant for substance use prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery services or a block grant
for community mental health services under
subpart II or subpart I, respectively, of part
B of title XIX of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 300x et seq.).

‘“(3) HOUSING PROVIDER.—The term ‘housing
provider’ means an entity, including a grant
recipient under subtitle B or C of this title,
a public housing agency (as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the United States Housing Act of
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a)), or a federally funded
organization or a mnonprofit organization,
that administers a program to provide hous-
ing services to individuals experiencing or at
risk of homelessness, including rapid re-
housing, transitional housing, housing
choice vouchers, and housing-related sup-
portive services.

‘“(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may es-
tablish demonstration projects or partner-
ships that involve collaboration between
housing providers and healthcare organiza-
tions to provide housing-related supportive
services, including—

‘(1) assistance in coordinating data sys-
tems in a manner that is compliant with the
Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act (Public Law 104-191); and

‘“(2) projects or partnerships that are
aimed at serving individuals—

‘“(A) who are homeless, chronically home-
less, or at risk of homelessness; and

“(B) with—

‘“(i) a high-use of emergency services or
emergency departments;

‘“(ii) chronic disabilities, including phys-
ical health or mental health conditions;

‘‘(iii) substance use disorders;

‘“(iv) serious mental illness; or

‘“(v) other severe service needs.

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and every
4 years thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report on each demonstration
project or partnership established under this
section.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of contents in section
101(b) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11301 note) is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 408 the following:

‘“‘Sec. 409. Demonstration authority.”.

(g) STREAMLINING COORDINATED ENTRY.—

(1) AUDIT BY THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—
Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Comptroller General of
the United States shall—

(A) conduct a multi-community evaluation
of the operations of coordinated assessment
systems by the Continuum of Care Program
under subtitle C of title IV of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11381 et seq.) program to examine the effi-
ciency, accuracy, and outcomes of those op-
erations; and

(B) submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees on any findings and to the
Secretary on any recommendations, as the
Comptroller General considers appropriate,
for a more effective and efficient coordinated
entry process.
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(2) ASSESSMENTS.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall—

(A) evaluate the coordinated assessment
processes under the Continuum of Care Pro-
gram under subtitle C of title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.), which shall include—

(i) a request for information from contin-
uums of care about coordinated entry tools,
processes, barriers, documentation barriers,
and necessary guidance;

(ii) incorporation of findings from relevant
reports and demonstrations of the Depart-
ment, including the report described in para-
graph (1); and

(iii) consultation with organizations with
expertise in providing health care to people
experiencing homelessness on best practices
in assessment tools for prioritizing resources
and characterizing chronic homelessness and
people experiencing homelessness with high-
service needs;

(B) issue an updated notice, which shall in-
clude guidance—

(i) on effective assessment processes that
remove barriers, streamline access, allow for
coordination with public housing agencies,
include trauma-informed data collection
practices, improve accuracy, address needs
for underserved groups, and successfully re-
house homeless individuals;

(ii) that includes all key populations and
subpopulations, including consideration for
age, family status, health status, or other
factors, access points, prioritization, and
programs and systems serving individuals
experiencing homelessness; and

(iii) that allows for local flexibility and
tailoring based on the needs and resources
within the specific community; and

(C) establish a timely, periodic procedure
to request feedback on coordinated assess-
ment and update the guidance, which may
include conducting a request for information
not less frequently than once every 5 years.

(h) IMPROVING TARGETED DATA COLLECTION,
FUNDING, AND COORDINATION.—The Secretary
shall—

(1) issue not less than 1 request for infor-
mation on—

(A) improving data collection, including
through the use of the Homeless Manage-
ment Information System or other data sys-
tems;

(B) coordination and use of data between
housing and homelessness providers and
physical, mental, and behavioral health or-
ganizations, substance use treatment pro-
viders, and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for implementation of programs to pro-
vide services for people experiencing or at
risk of homelessness, including the chron-
ically homeless; and

(C) the potential benefits and risks of using
artificial intelligence models for the purpose
of improving program coordination and ef-
fectiveness and assessing the effectiveness of
interventions to house individuals experi-
encing or at risk of homelessness, including
by sub-populations;

(2) consider providing incentives to im-
prove data collection, enhance the use of the
Homeless Management Information System,
implement community information ex-
changes, and strengthen the coordination of
data from physical, mental, and behavioral
health organizations with housing and home-
lessness providers, in order to target re-
sources for housing, outreach, homelessness
prevention, and housing-related supportive
services for homeless individuals, or chron-
ically homeless individuals; and

(3) coordinate with the Secretary of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to improve
coordination between data systems for
vouchers provided under section 8(0)(19) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
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U.S.C. 1437f(0)(19)), the Homeless Manage-
ment Information System, and any other ap-
plicable homeless program supported by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.— Nothing in
this section or the amendments made by this
section shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Secretary to provide flexi-
bility under housing laws in effect as of the
date of enactment of this Act. The flexibili-
ties and waivers authorized under this sec-
tion and the amendments made by this sec-
tion shall not replace or result in the termi-
nation of other flexibilities and waivers that
the Secretary is authorized to exercise.

SEC. 5506. INCENTIVIZING LOCAL SOLUTIONS TO
HOMELESSNESS.

Section 414 of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11373) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(f) FUNDING CAP WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law or regulation, a recipi-
ent may request a waiver of the spending cap
established pursuant to section 415(b) for
amounts provided between fiscal years 2026
through 2029.

‘“(2) WAIVER REQUEST.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A recipient seeking a
waiver described in paragraph (1) shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a waiver request that
includes not more than the following:

‘(i) A demonstration of local needs and cir-
cumstances that necessitate a waiver.

‘“(ii) A detailed plan for how the recipient
intends to use funds.

‘“(iii) A justification for how the proposed
use of funds supports the most recent Con-
solidated Annual Performance and Evalua-
tion Report of the recipient.

‘“(iv) Any public input solicited under sub-
paragraph (B)(ii).

‘“(B) NOTIFICATION.—Each recipient shall—

‘(i) notify all subrecipients, including
local continuums of care, of the availability
of waivers under this subsection; and

‘“(ii) prior to the submission of a waiver re-
quest under subparagraph (A)), solicit public
input regarding the potential need for and
proposed uses of such waiver.

“(C) APPROVAL; PUBLICATION.—The
retary shall—

‘(i) make all waiver requests submitted
under subparagraph (A) publicly available on
the website of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development;

‘‘(ii) not later than 60 days after the date
on which the Secretary receives a waiver re-
quest under subparagraph (A), approve or
deny the request; and

‘‘(iii) deny any waiver submitted under
subparagraph (A) by a recipient that relo-
cates or threaten to relocates individuals or
their property without providing emergency
shelter, rapid rehousing, transitional hous-
ing, permanent supportive housing, or other
permanent housing options.

““(3) REVOCATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A waiver approved
under this subsection shall remain in effect
for each of fiscal years 2026 through 2029 un-
less the recipient notifies the Secretary in
writing that the recipient wishes to revoke
the waiver.

‘‘(B) NOTIFICATION.—If a recipient revokes
a waiver under subparagraph (A), the recipi-
ent shall solicit input from subrecipients re-
garding the revocation and provide a jus-
tification for the revocation.

‘“(C) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall
publish any revocation of a waiver under
subparagraph (A) and the justification of the
recipient for the waiver on the website of the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”.

Sec-
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TITLE VI—VETERANS AND HOUSING
SEC. 5601. VA HOME LOAN AWARENESS ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part 2 of the
Federal Housing Enterprises Financial Safe-
ty and Soundness Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 4541
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 1329. UNIFORM RESIDENTIAL LOAN APPLI-
CATION.

“Not later than 6 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Director shall,
by regulation or order, require each enter-
prise to include a disclaimer below the mili-
tary service question on the form known as
the Uniform Residential Loan Application
stating, ‘If yes, you may qualify for a VA
Home Loan. Consult your lender regarding
eligibility.’.”.

(b) GAO STUDY.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a study and submit to Con-
gress a report on whether not less than 80
percent of lenders using the Uniform Resi-
dential Loan Application have included on
that form the disclaimer required under sec-
tion 1329 of the Federal Housing Enterprises
Financial Safety and Soundness Act of 1992,
as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 5602. VETERANS AFFAIRS LOAN INFORMED
DISCLOSURE (VALID) ACT.

(a) FHA INFORMED CONSUMER CHOICE DIs-
CLOSURE.—

(1) INCLUSION OF INFORMATION RELATING TO
VA LOANS.—Subparagraph (A) of section
203(f)(2) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1709(£)(2)(A)) is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(i)”’ after ‘‘loan-to-value
ratio”; and

(B) by inserting before the semicolon the
following: ‘‘, and (ii) in connection with a
loan guaranteed or insured under chapter 37
of title 38, United States Code, assuming pre-
vailing interest rates’.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
amendments made by paragraph (1) shall be
construed to require an original lender to de-
termine whether a prospective borrower is
eligible for any loan included in the notice
required under section 203(f) of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1709(f)).

(b) MILITARY SERVICE QUESTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part 2 of sub-
title A of the Federal Housing Enterprises
Financial Safety and Soundness Act of 1992
(12 U.S.C. 4541 et seq.), as amended by section
601(a) of this Act, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 1330. UNIFORM RESIDENTIAL LOAN APPLI-
CATION.

“Not later than 6 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Director shall
require each enterprise to—

‘(1) include a military service question on
the form known as the Uniform Residential
Loan Application; and

‘“(2) position the question described in
paragraph (1) above the signature line of the
Uniform Residential Loan Application.”.

(2) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Federal Housing Finance
Agency shall issue a rule to carry out the
amendment made by this section.

SEC. 5603. HOUSING UNHOUSED DISABLED VET-
ERANS ACT.

(a) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN DISABILITY BENE-
FITS.—Section 3(b)(4)(B) of the United States
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a(b)(4)(B))
is amended—

(1) by redesignating clauses (iv) and (v) as
clauses (vi) and (vii), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(iv) for the purpose of determining in-
come eligibility with respect to the sup-
ported housing program under section
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8(0)(19), any disability benefits received
under chapter 11 or chapter 15 of title 38,
United States Code, received by a veteran,
except that this exclusion shall not apply to
the income in the definition of adjusted in-
come;

“‘(v) for the purpose of determining income
eligibility with respect to any household re-
ceiving rental assistance under the sup-
ported housing program under section
8(0)(19) as it relates to eligibility for other
types of housing assistance, any disability
benefits received under chapter 11 or chapter
15 of title 38, United States Code, received by
a veteran, except that this exclusion shall
not apply to income in the definition of ad-
justed income;”’.

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—When determining the eli-
gibility of a veteran to rent a residential
dwelling unit constructed on Department
property on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, for which assistance is pro-
vided as part of a housing assistance pro-
gram administered by the Secretary, the
Secretary shall exclude from income any dis-
ability benefits received under chapter 11 or
chapter 15 of title 38, United States Code by
such person.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(B) DEPARTMENT PROPERTY.—The term
“Department property’” has the meaning
given the term in section 901 of title 38,
United States Code.

TITLE VII—OVERSIGHT AND
ACCOUNTABILITY
SEC. 5701. REQUIRING ANNUAL TESTIMONY AND
OVERSIGHT FROM HOUSING REGU-
LATORS.

(a) HUD PROGRAMS.—The Department of
Housing and Urban Development Act (42
U.S.C. 3531 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 15. ANNUAL TESTIMONY.

“The Secretary shall, on an annual basis,
testify before the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives on the status of all
programs carried out by the Department, at
the request of the relevant committee.”’.

(b) GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED OR INSURED
MORTGAGES.—On an annual basis, the fol-
lowing individuals shall testify before the
appropriate committees of Congress with re-
spect to mortgage loans made, guaranteed,
or insured by the Federal Government:

(1) The President of the Government Na-
tional Mortgage Association.

(2) The Federal Housing Commissioner.

(3) The Administrator of the Rural Housing
Service.

(4) The Executive Director of the Loan
Guaranty Service of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

(5) The Director of the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency.

(c) MORTGAGEE REVIEW BOARD.—Section
202(c)(8) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1708(c)(8)) is amended—

(1) by striking ¢, in consultation with the
Federal Housing Administration Advisory
Board,”’; and

(2) by inserting ‘“‘and to Congress’ after
‘“‘the Secretary’.

SEC. 5702. FHA REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ON
SAFETY AND SOUNDNESS.

(a) MONTHLY REPORTING ON MUTUAL MORT-
GAGE INSURANCE FUND CAPITAL RATIO.—Sec-
tion 202(a) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1708(a)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

¢“(8) OTHER REQUIRED REPORTING.—The Sec-
retary shall—



August 1, 2025

““(A) submit to Congress monthly reports
on the capital ratio required under section
205()(2); and

“(B) notify Congress as soon as practicable
after the Fund falls below the capital ratio
required under section 205(f)(2).”".

(b) ANNUAL INDEPENDENT  ACTUARIAL
STUDY.—Section 202(a)(4) of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(a)(4)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘“‘(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘first-time homebuyer’ means a bor-
rower for whom no consumer report (as de-
fined in section 603 of the Fair Credit Report-
ing Act (15 U.S.C. 168la)) indicates that the
borrower has or had a loan with a consumer
purpose that is secured by a 1- to 4-unit resi-
dential real property.

‘“(B) STUDY AND REPORT.—The Secretary’’;
and

(2) in subparagraph (B), as so designated,
by striking ‘‘also’ and inserting ‘‘detail how
many loans were originated in each census
tract to first-time homebuyers, as well as”.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Section 203(w)(2) of
the National Housing Act (12 TU.S.C.
1709(w)(2)) is amended by inserting ‘‘and
first-time homebuyers (as defined in section
202(a)(4)(A))”’ after ‘“‘minority borrowers’’.

(d) GAO STUDY ON SUSTAINABLE HOMEOWN-
ERSHIP.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
conduct a study and submit to Congress a re-
port on—

(1) the value for the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration of defining what is sustainable
homeownership in a way that considers bor-
rower default, refinancing of a mortgage
that is not insured by the Federal Housing
Administration, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or Rural Housing Service, paying off
a mortgage loan and transitioning back to
renting, and other factors that demonstrate
whether insurance provided under title II of
the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et
seq.) has successfully served a borrower, in-
cluding for first-time homebuyers for whom
no consumer report (as defined in section 603
of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C.
168la)) indicates that the borrower has or
had a loan with a consumer purpose that is
secured by a 1- to 4-unit residential real
property; and

(2) the feasibility of the Federal Housing
Administration developing a scorecard using
the metrics described in paragraph (1) to
measure borrower performance and reporting
the scorecard data to Congress.

SEC. 5703. UNITED STATES INTERAGENCY COUN-
CIL ON HOMELESSNESS OVERSIGHT.

Section 203(a) of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11313(a))
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘Homeless Emergency As-
sistance and Rapid Transition to Housing
Act of 2009 and inserting ‘‘Renewing Oppor-
tunity in the American Dream to Housing
Act”; and

(B) by striking ‘‘update such plan annu-
ally’’ and inserting the following: “submit to
the President and Congress a report every
year thereafter that includes— “*

““(A) the status of completion of the plan;
and

‘“(B) any modifications that were made to
the plan and the reasons for those modifica-
tions;”’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (10)
through (13) as paragraphs (11) through (14),
respectively;

(3) by redesignating the second paragraph
(9) (relating to collecting and disseminating
information) as paragraph (10);
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(4) in paragraph (13), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘and’ at the end;

(5) in paragraph (14), as so redesignated, by
striking the period at the end and inserting
‘¢ and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

‘(15) testify annually before Congress.”’.
SEC. 5704. NEIGHBORWORKS ACCOUNTABILITY

ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 415(a)(1)(A) of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘the Neighborhood Reinvestment
Corporation,” after ‘‘the Postal Regulatory
Commission,”.

(b) DUTIES AND AUDITS.—The Neighborhood
Reinvestment Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 8101
et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 606 (42 U.S.C. 8105), by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(e)(1) There is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Office of Inspector General of
the corporation established under section 415
of title 5, United States Code, such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this Act.

““(2) There shall not be transferred to the
Office of Inspector General of the corpora-
tion any program operating responsibilities
of the corporation, including the organiza-
tional assessments work and grantee over-
sight function of the corporation.”.

(c) INDEPENDENT AUDIT.—Section 607 of the
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation Act
(42 U.S.C. 8106) is amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting following:

‘“(b)(1) The accounts of the corporation
shall be audited annually by an independent
external auditor.

“(2) Notwithstanding any other audit work
performed by the Office of Inspector General
of the corporation, the audits required under
paragraph (1) shall be conducted in accord-
ance with generally accepted auditing stand-
ards by independent certified public account-
ants who are certified by a regulatory au-
thority of the jurisdiction in which the audit
is undertaken.”.

SEC. 5705. APPRAISAL MODERNIZATION ACT.

(a) RECONSIDERATION OF VALUE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 129E of the Truth
In Lending Act (15 U.S.C. 1639%¢) is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (j) and (k)
as subsections (k) and (1), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing:

““(j) CONSUMER RIGHT TO RECONSIDERATION
OF VALUE OR SUBSEQUENT APPRAISAL.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘“(A) UNACCEPTABLE APPRAISAL PRACTICE.—
The term ‘unacceptable appraisal practice’
means an appraisal report that—

‘“(i) uses unsupported or subjective terms
to assess or rate the property without pro-
viding a foundation for analysis and contex-
tual information;

‘“(ii) uses inaccurate or incomplete data
about the subject property, the neighbor-
hood, the market area, or any comparable
property;

‘“(iii) includes references, statements or
comparisons about crime rates or crime sta-
tistics, whether objective or subjective;

“(iv) relies in the appraisal analysis on
comparable properties that were not person-
ally inspected by the appraiser when re-
quired by the appraisal’s scope of work;

‘“(v) relies in the appraisal analysis on in-
appropriate comparable properties;

‘““(vi) fails to use comparable properties
that are more similar, or nearer, to the sub-
ject property without adequate explanation;

‘“(vii) uses comparable property data pro-
vided by any interested party to the trans-
action without verification by a disin-
terested party;

‘‘(viii) uses inappropriate adjustments for
differences between the subject property and
the comparable properties that do not reflect
the market’s reaction to such differences; or
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‘(ix) fails to make proper adjustments, in-
cluding time adjustments for differences be-
tween the subject property and the com-
parable properties when necessary.

‘““(B) UNSUPPORTED.—The term ‘unsup-
ported’” means, with respect to an appraisal
report or an appraiser’s opinion of value,
that the appraisal report or the opinion of
value is not supported by relevant evidence
and logic.

‘“(2) REVIEW.—In connection with a con-
sumer credit transaction secured by a con-
sumer’s principal dwelling, a creditor shall
have a review and resolution procedure for a
consumer-initiated reconsideration of value
or subsequent appraisal that complies with
the following requirements:

““(A) The creditor shall complete its own
appraisal review before delivering the ap-
praisal to the consumer.

‘“(B) The creditor shall have policies and
procedures that provide the consumer with a
process to submit 1 request for a reconsider-
ation of value and subsequent appraisal prior
to the loan closing or within 60 calendar
days of denial of a credit application if the
consumer believes the appraisal report may
be unsupported, may be deficient due to an
unacceptable appraisal practice, or may re-
flect discrimination.

“(C) At the time of application and upon
delivery of the appraisal report to the con-
sumer, the creditor shall provide a written
disclosure to the consumer describing the
process for requesting a reconsideration of
value or subsequent appraisal, which written
disclosure shall include a standardized for-
mat for the consumer to submit the request
for a reconsideration of value, including—

‘(i) the name of the borrower;

‘‘(ii) the property address;

‘‘(iii) the effective date of the appraisal;

‘“(iv) the appraiser’s name;

“(v) the date of the request;

‘‘(vi) a description of why the consumer be-
lieves the appraisal report may be unsup-
ported, may be deficient due to an unaccept-
able appraisal practice, or may reflect dis-
crimination;

‘“(vii) any additional information, data, in-
cluding not more than 5 alternative com-
parable properties and the related data
sources that the consumer would like the ap-
praiser to consider; and

‘“(viii) an explanation of why the new in-
formation, data, or comparable properties
support the reconsideration of value.

‘(D) The creditor shall obtain the nec-
essary information from the consumer if the
consumer’s request for reconsideration of
value or subsequent appraisal is unclear or
requires more information.

‘“‘(E) The creditor shall have a standardized
format to communicate the reconsideration
of value to the appraiser, which format shall
include—

‘(i) the name of the borrower;

‘‘(ii) the property address;

‘‘(iii) the effective date of the appraisal;

‘“(iv) the appraiser’s name;

“(v) the date of the request;

‘(vi) a description of any area of the ap-
praisal report that may be unsupported, may
be deficient due to an unacceptable appraisal
practice, or may reflect discrimination;

‘“(vii) any additional information, data, in-
cluding not more than 5 alternative com-
parable properties and the related data
sources that the consumer would like the ap-
praiser to consider;

‘“(viii) an explanation of why the new in-
formation, data, or comparable properties
support the reconsideration of value;

‘‘(ix) a definition of turn-time expectations
for the appraiser to communicate the recon-
sideration of value results back to the cred-
itor;
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““(x) instructions for delivering the recon-
sideration of value response as part of a re-
vised appraisal report that includes com-
mentary on conclusions regardless of the
outcome; and

‘‘(xi) a reference for appraisers on how to
correct minor appraisal issues or non-mate-
rial errors not related to the reconsideration
of value process.

‘“(3) SUBSEQUENT APPRAISAL AND REFER-
RAL.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the creditor identifies
material deficiencies in the appraisal report
that are not corrected or addressed by the
appraiser upon request of the creditor, in-
cluding through a consumer-initiated recon-
sideration of value, or if there is evidence of
unsupported or unacceptable appraisal prac-
tices, the creditor shall—

‘(i) at the request of the consumer, order
a subsequent appraisal at the creditor’s own
expense; and

‘(i) forward the appraisal report and the
creditor’s summary of findings to the appro-
priate appraisal licensing agency or regu-
latory board.

‘‘(B) DISCRIMINATION.—If the creditor has
reason to believe that an appraisal report re-
flects discrimination, the creditor shall—

‘(i) order a subsequent appraisal, at the
creditor’s own expense;

‘“(ii) forward the appraisal report and the
creditor’s summary of findings to the appro-
priate local, State, or Federal enforcement
agency; and

‘‘(iii) upon a final determination of dis-
crimination by the appropriate local, State,
or Federal enforcement agency, receive a re-
imbursement from the appraiser covering
the cost of the subsequent appraisal ordered
by the creditor.

¢“(C) DEFINITION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), in this paragraph, the term ‘rea-
son to believe’ means that the creditor has
reviewed the applicable law and available
evidence and determined that a potential
violation of Federal or state antidiscrimina-
tion law exists. The available evidence may
include the appraisal report, loan files, writ-
ten communications, credible observations
by persons with direct knowledge, statistical
analysis, and the appraiser’s response to the
request for a reconsideration of value.

‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—The term ‘reason to be-
lieve’ does not mean that there is a final
legal determination of discrimination.

‘(4) DOCUMENT RETENTION.—The creditor
shall retain all documentation and written
communications related to the request for
reconsideration of value or subsequent ap-
praisal in the loan file during the T7-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the con-
sumer submitted the credit application.

“(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This sub-
section is consistent with the exceptions to
the appraiser independence requirements
found in subsection (¢). Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to require a cred-
itor to submit a reconsideration of value to
the original appraiser before ordering a sub-
sequent appraisal from a subsequent ap-
praiser.”’.

(2) RULES AND INTERPRETATIVE GUIDE-
LINES.—Section 129E(g) of the Truth in Lend-
ing Act (156 U.S.C. 1639¢e(g)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘para-
graph (2), the Board” and inserting ‘‘para-
graphs (2) and (3), the Bureau’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) FINAL RULE.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Federal Housing Finance Agency
shall issue a final rule after notice and com-
ment and issue such guidance as may be nec-
essary to carry out and enforce subsection

)

(b) PUBLIC APPRAISAL DATABASE.——
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(1) COVERED AGENCIES DEFINED.—The term
‘‘covered agencies’ means—

(A) the Federal Housing Finance Agency,
on behalf of the Federal National Mortgage
Association and the Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corporation;

(B) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, including the Federal Housing
Administration;

(C) the Department of Agriculture; and

(D) the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) FEASIBILITY REPORT.—NoO later than 240
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall issue a public report to Congress as-
sessing the feasibility of creating a publicly
available appraisal database that consists of
a searchable and downloadable appraisal-
level public use file that consolidates ap-
praisal data held or aggregated by covered
agencies, which shall include—

(A) the costs and benefits associated with
establishing and maintaining the public
database;

(B) the benefits and risks associated with
either the Federal Housing Finance Agency
or the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion being responsible for the public data-
base and whether there is another Federal
agency best suited for implementing and ad-
ministering such database;

(C) any safety and soundness, antitrust, or
consumer privacy-related risks associated
with making certain appraisal data factors
publicly available, including whether—

(i) there are any existing legal require-
ments, including under the Home Mortgage
Disclosure Act of 1974 (12 U.S.C. 2801 et seq.)
and section 552 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“‘Freedom of Infor-
mation Act’’), or additional actions Federal
agencies could take to mitigate such risks,
such as modifying or aggregating data, or
eliminating personally identifiable informa-
tion; and

(ii) there are any data factors that, if made
public, may violate conduct, ethics, or other
professional standards as they relate to ap-
praisals and appraisal or valuation profes-
sionals;

(D) the feasibility of consolidating or
matching appraisal data held by covered
agencies with corresponding data that is re-
quired and made public under the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1974 (12 U.S.C.
2801 et seq.);

(E) whether the publication of any ap-
praisal data factors may pose unfair business
advantages within the valuation industry;

(F) the feasibility of including all valu-
ation data held by covered agencies, includ-
ing data produced by automated valuation
models;

(G) the feasibility and benefits of making
the full appraisal dataset, including any
modified fields, available to—

(i) Federal agencies, including for purposes
related to enforcement and supervision re-
sponsibilities;

(ii) relevant State licensing, supervision,
and enforcement agencies and State attor-
neys general;

(iii) approved researchers, including aca-
demics and nonprofit organizations that, in
connection with their mission, work to en-
sure the fairness and consistency of home
valuations, including appraisals; and

(iv) any other entities identified by the
Comptroller General as having a compelling
use for disaggregated data;

(H) what appraisal data is already avail-
able in the public domain; and

(I) the feasibility of incorporating legacy
data held by covered agencies during the pe-
riod beginning on January 1, 2017 and ending
on the date of enactment of this Act, and
whether there are specific data points not
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easily consolidated or matched, as described
in subparagraph (D), with more recent data.

(3) PURPOSE.—The database described in
paragraph (2) shall be used to provide the
public, the Federal Government, and State
governments with residential real estate ap-
praisal data to help determine whether fi-
nancial institutions, appraisal management
companies, appraisers, valuation tech-
nologies, such as automated valuation mod-
els, and other valuation professionals are
serving the housing market in a manner that
is efficient and consistent for all mortgage
loan applicants, borrowers, and commu-
nities.

(4) CONSULTATION.—As part of the informa-
tion used in the report required under para-
graph (2), the Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct interviews
with—

(A) relevant Federal agencies;

(B) relevant State licensing, supervision,
and enforcement agencies and State attor-
neys general;

(C) appraisers and other home valuation
industry professionals;

(D) mortgage lending institutions;

(E) fair housing and fair lending experts;
and

(F) any other relevant stakeholders as de-
termined by the Comptroller General.

(56) HEARING.—Upon the completion of the
report under paragraph (2), the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives
shall each hold a hearing on the findings of
the report and the feasibility of establishing
a public appraisal-level appraisal database.

TITLE VIII—COORDINATION, STUDIES,

AND REPORTING
SEC. 5801. HUD-USDA-VA INTERAGENCY COORDI-
NATION ACT.

(a) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish
a memorandum of understanding, or other
appropriate interagency agreement, to share
relevant housing-related research and mar-
ket data that facilitates evidence-based pol-
icymaking.

(b) INTERAGENCY REPORT.—

(1) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development,
the Secretary of Agriculture, and the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall jointly sub-
mit to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Finance of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report containing—

(A) a description of opportunities for in-
creased collaboration between the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to reduce inefficiencies in
housing programs;

(B) a list of Federal laws and regulations
that adversely affect the availability and af-
fordability of new construction of assisted
housing and single family and multifamily
residential housing subject to mortgages in-
sured under title II of the National Housing
Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.), insured, guaran-
teed, or made by the Secretary of Agri-
culture under title V of the Housing Act of
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), or insured, guar-
anteed, or made by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs under chapter 37 of title 38,
United States Code; and

(C) recommendations for Congress regard-
ing the Federal laws and regulations de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

(2) PUBLICATION.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall, prior to submis-
sion under that subsection, be published in
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the Federal Register and open for comment
for a period of 30 days.
SEC. 5802. STREAMLINING RURAL HOUSING ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Secretary of Agriculture shall
enter into a memorandum of understanding
to—

(1) evaluate categorical exclusions under
the environmental review process for hous-
ing projects funded by amounts from the De-
partment of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Department of Agriculture;

(2) develop a process to designate a lead
agency and streamline adoption of Environ-
mental Impact Statements and Environ-
mental Assessments approved by the other
Department to construct housing projects
funded by both agencies;

(3) maintain compliance with environ-
mental regulations under part 58 of title 24,
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on
January 1, 2025, except as required to amend,
add, or remove categorical exclusions identi-
fied under sections 58.35 of title 24, Code of
Federal Regulations, through standard rule-
making procedures; and

(4) evaluate the feasibility of a joint phys-
ical inspection process for housing projects
funded by amounts from the Department of
the Housing and Urban Development and the
Department of Agriculture.

(b) ADVISORY WORKING GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Secretary of Agriculture shall
establish an advisory working group for the
purpose of consulting on the memorandum of
understanding entered into under subsection
(a).

(2) MEMBERS.—The advisory working group
established under paragraph (1) shall consist
of representatives of—

(A) affordable housing nonprofit organiza-
tions;

(B) State housing agencies;

(C) nonprofit and for-profit home builders
and housing developers;

(D) property management companies;

(E) public housing agencies;

(F) residents in housing assisted by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
or the Department of Agriculture and rep-
resentatives of those residents; and

(&) housing contract administrators.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
and the Secretary of Agriculture shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes recommendations for legislative, reg-
ulatory, or administrative actions—

(1) to improve the efficiency and effective-
ness of housing projects funded by amounts
from the Department of the Housing and
Urban Development and the Department of
Agriculture; and

(2) that do not materially, with respect to
residents of housing projects described in
paragraph (1)—

(A) reduce the safety of those residents;

(B) shift long-term costs onto those resi-
dents; or

(C) undermine the environmental stand-
ards of those residents.

SEC. 5803. IMPROVING SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF
FAMILIES IN HUD-SUBSIDIZED
HOUSING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) STUDY.—Subject to subsection (b), the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall conduct a study on the implemen-
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tation of work requirements implemented
prior to the date of enactment of this Act by
public housing agencies described in para-
graph (4) participating in the Moving to
Work demonstration authorized under sec-
tion 204 of the Departments of Veterans Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note).

(2) SCOPE.—The study required under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) consider the short-, medium-, and long-
term benefits and challenges of work re-
quirements on public housing agencies de-
scribed in paragraph (4) and on program par-
ticipants who are subject to such require-
ments, including the effects work require-
ments have on homelessness rates, poverty
rates, asset building, earnings growth, job
attainment and retention, and public hous-
ing agencies’ administrative capacity; and

(B) include quantitative and qualitative
evidence, including interviews with program
participants described in subparagraph (A)
and their respective resident councils.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall report the initial findings of the
study required under paragraph (1) to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(4) PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCIES DESCRIBED.—
The public housing agencies described in this
paragraph are public housing agencies that,
as part of an application to participate in
the program under section 204 of the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f
note), submit a proposal identifying work re-
quirements as an innovative proposal.

(b) DETERMINATION.—The requirement
under subsection (a) shall apply if the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
determines that—

(1) there are a sufficient number of public
housing agencies described in subsection
(a)(4) such that the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development can rigorously evaluate
the impact of the implementation of work
requirements described in that subsection;
and

(2) the study would not negatively impact
low-income families receiving assistance
through a public housing agency described in
subsection (a)(4).

SA 3504. Mrs. BLACKBURN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
SEC. 1067.

PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN NON-AP-
PROPRIATED FUND RETAIL AGREE-
MENTS.

The Secretary of Defense may not enter
into, renew, or extend any contract, lease, or
other agreement of five years or more in du-
ration with a retailer operating through a
nonappropriated fund instrumentality (in-
cluding the Army and Air Force Exchange
Service, the Navy Exchange, or the Marine
Corps Exchange) if the retailer is owned or
controlled by the People’s Republic of China,
the Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic
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of Iran, or the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

SA 3505. Mr. BANKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of division A, add the following:
TITLE XVII—EXPORT CONTROLS FOR AD-

VANCED ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

CHIPS
SEC. 1701. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Guaran-
teeing Access and Innovation for National
Artificial Intelligence Act of 2025’ or the
“GAIN AT Act of 2025”.

SEC. 1702. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) artificial intelligence is a trans-
formative technology and United States pol-
icy should ensure that United States per-
sons, including small businesses, startups,
and universities, are in the best position to
innovate and harness the potential of artifi-
cial intelligence;

(2) the demand for advanced artificial in-
telligence chips far exceeds the supply, and
United States persons are forced to wait
many months, if not longer, to acquire the
latest chips;

(3) at the same time, United States chip
developers are selling advanced artificial in-
telligence chips to entities in countries that
are subject to a United States arms embargo
or countries that have a close relationship
with such countries, so that United States
persons are unable to acquire such chips;

(4) the production of such chips for sale to
entities in countries described in paragraph
(3) is taking up production capacity that
would otherwise be used to fabricate chips
for United States persons; and

(5) it should be the policy of the United
States and the Department of Commerce—

(A) to deny licenses for the export of the
most powerful artificial intelligence chips,
including such chips with a total processing
power of 4,800 or above; and

(B) to restrict the export of advanced arti-
ficial intelligence chips to foreign entities so
long as United States entities are waiting
and unable to acquire those same chips.

SEC. 1703. PROHIBITION ON PRIORITIZING COUN-
TRIES OF CONCERN OVER UNITED
STATES CUSTOMERS FOR EXPORTS
OF ADVANCED INTEGRATED CIR-
CUITS.

Part I of Export Control Reform Act of 2018
(50 U.S.C. 4811 et seq.) is amended by insert-
ing after section 1758 the following:

“SEC. 1758A. CONTROL OF EXPORTS OF AD-
VANCED INTEGRATED CIRCUITS.

‘‘(a) LICENSE REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary
shall require a license for the export, reex-
port, or in-country transfer of an advanced
integrated circuit or a product containing an
advanced integrated circuit.

““(b) CERTIFICATION OF PRIORITY FOR UNITED
STATES CUSTOMERS FOR ADVANCED INTE-
GRATED CIRCUITS.—

‘(1) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall require a person submitting an
application for a license to export, reexport,
or in-country transfer an advanced inte-
grated circuit or a product containing an ad-
vanced integrated circuit to or in a country
of concern to certify in the application
that—



S5294

““(A) United States persons had a right-of-
first-refusal for the circuit or product to
which the application relates; and

“(B) the person applying for the license—

‘(i) has no current backlog of requests
from United States persons for the circuit or
product;

‘“(ii) cannot foresee the export, re-export,
or in-country transfer of the circuit or prod-
uct resulting in such a backlog or a reduc-
tion in the capacity of production lines for
the production of the circuit or product for
United States persons; and

‘“(iii) is not providing advantageous pricing
or terms for the circuit or product to foreign
persons that the person is not providing to
United States persons; and

““(C) the circuit or product will not be used
by foreign persons to compete with United
States persons outside of the domestic home
market of the foreign persons.

‘“(2) DENIAL OF APPLICATIONS WITHOUT CER-
TIFICATION.—If a certification described in
paragraph (1) is not submitted with an appli-
cation for a license described in that para-
graph, the Secretary shall deny the applica-
tion.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘(1) ADVANCED INTEGRATED CIRCUIT.—The
term ‘advanced integrated circuit’ means is
an integrated circuit (as defined in the Com-
merce Control List) that has one or more
digital processing units with—

‘“(A) a total processing performance of 2400
or more and a performance density of 1.6 or
more;

‘“(B) a total processing performance of 1600
or more and a performance density of 3.2 or
more; or

“(C) a total DRAM bandwidth of 1,400
gigabytes per second or more, interconnect
bandwidth of 1,100 gigabytes per second or
more, or a sum of DRAM bandwidth and
interconnect bandwidth of 1,700 gigabytes
per second or more.

‘(2) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The
‘country of concern’ means—

““(A) a country subject to a comprehensive
United States arms embargo; or

‘(B) a country that the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence assesses is hosting, or has
the intention of hosting, a military or intel-
ligence facility associated with a country de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).”.

term

SA 3506. Mr. BANKS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. POST-EMPLOYMENT REPORTING FOR
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE-FUNDED
RESEARCHERS IN EXPORT-CON-
TROLLED AREAS OF RESEARCH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of
Commerce for Industry and Security shall
establish a reporting process pursuant to
which any covered individual, and any insti-
tution of higher education that has em-
ployed a covered individual, shall report to
the Under Secretary on any activities by the
covered individual with covered entities con-
ducted after the termination of the employ-
ment of the covered individual with the in-
stitution of higher education.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The Under Secretary shall
include the following elements in the report-
ing process required by subsection (a):
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(1) A requirement for an institution of
higher education to provide data and risk as-
sessments to the Under Secretary that iden-
tify covered individuals employed by the in-
stitution and describe the nature of the cov-
ered research of those individuals.

(2) A process for an institution of higher
education to track the activities of covered
individuals who are no longer employed by
the institution of higher education.

(3) A requirement for a covered individual
to report the post-employment activities of
the individual to the Under Secretary and to
any institution of higher education at which
the individual previously conducted covered
research.

(4) A specified length of time after termi-
nation of employment during which the
Under Secretary deems it appropriate to re-
quire such reporting.

(5) The frequency of the reporting required.

(6) A requirement for an institution of
higher education employing covered individ-
uals to provide to the Under Secretary an-
nual metrics specifically identifying in-
stances of covered entities engaging in cov-
ered research.

(7) A requirement for an institution of
higher education to describe any mitigation
measures the institution establishes to im-
plement this section.

(8) A process for an institution of higher
education to notify the Under Secretary that
the institution is unable to provide satisfac-
tory reporting with respect to a covered indi-
vidual because the individual has refused to
provide the institution with the necessary
information on post-employment activities.

(c) UPDATED GUIDANCE.—Not later than
September 30, 2026, the Under Secretary shall
issue revised guidance related to research se-
curity, including its risk assessment matrix
for research security and updated resources
for export control officers at institutions of
higher education, that integrates the report-
ing process required by subsection (a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered
entity’’ means—

(A) the government of a covered nation (as
defined in section 4872(f) of title 10, United
States Code); or

(B) a foreign entity of concern.

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ means any individual that—

(A) is or was employed by an institution of
higher education; and

(B) carries out or has carried out covered
research for the Department of Defense, ei-
ther as a principal investigator or as a mem-
ber of a team receiving a Department of De-
fense grant for covered research.

(3) COVERED RESEARCH.—The term ‘‘covered
research’ means any research relating to an
item subject to controls imposed under the
Export Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4801 et seq.).

(4) FOREIGN ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The term
‘“‘foreign entity of concern’” means an entity
on—

(A) the Entity List maintained by the Bu-
reau of Industry and Security of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and set forth in Supple-
ment No. 4 to part 744 of title 15, Code of
Federal Regulations, or a successor list;

(B) the most recent list of Chinese military
companies operating in the United States
submitted under section 1260H(b)(1) of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(Public Law 116-283;10 U.S.C. 113 note); or

(C) the 1list developed wunder section
1286(c)(9)(A) of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2019 (Public Law 115-232;10 U.S.C. 4001 note).

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given that term in section 101 of
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the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001).

SA 3507. Mr. LEE (for himself and
Mr. CURTIS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. CONFIRMATION OF USE OF CERTAIN
NON-FEDERAL LAND IN SALT LAKE
CITY, UTAH, FOR VALID PUBLIC PUR-
POSES.

(a) CONFIRMATION OF USES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The use by the University
of Utah of the land described in subsection
(b) as a University research park, as ap-
proved by the letter from the Secretary of
the Interior to the University of Utah dated
December 10, 1970, and any modifications of
the approved plan of development and man-
agement approved by the Department of the
Interior prior to the date of enactment of
this Act, is confirmed as a valid public pur-
pose consistent with the requirements of the
Act of June 14, 1926 (commonly known as the
‘“Recreation and Public Purposes Act’) (44
Stat. 741, chapter 578; 43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.),
subject to the terms and conditions included
in the letter and approvals.

(2) OTHER USES.—Any other uses of the
land described in subsection (b) by the Uni-
versity of Utah that are consistent with use
as a University research park and related
university purposes (including development
of student housing and a transit hub) are
confirmed as wvalid public purposes con-
sistent with the requirements of the Act of
June 14, 1926 (commonly known as the
‘“‘Recreation and Public Purposes Act’) (44
Stat. 741, chapter 578; 43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF NON-FEDERAL LAND.—
The land referred to in subsection (a) is the
approximately 593.54 acres of land conveyed
to the University of Utah under the Act of
June 14, 1926 (commonly known as the
“Recreation and Public Purposes Act’) (44
Stat. 741, chapter 578; 43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.),
by patent numbered 43-99-0012 and dated Oc-
tober 18, 1968, and more particularly de-
scribed as tracts D (excluding parcels num-
bered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5), G, and J, T.1 S., R. 1
E., Salt Lake Meridian.

SA 3508. Ms. LUMMIS (for herself
and Mr. TUBERVILLE) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . REPORT ON THE STRATEGIC IMPLI-
CATIONS OF BITCOIN FOR UNITED
STATES NATIONAL AND ECONOMIC
SECURITY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) Bitcoin is emerging as a strategically
significant monetary asset, with a fixed sup-
ply, increasing adoption, and growing rel-
evance in sovereign reserve policy—posing
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both opportunities and risks to United
States national economic security and the
international financial system anchored by
the dollar;

(2) adversarial and allied nation-states are
accelerating efforts to accumulate Bitcoin—
directly and through affiliated entities—
raising the possibility of long-term
geoeconomic and game-theoretic competi-
tion over strategic access to a scarce mone-
tary resource, with implications for deter-
rence, financial sovereignty, and the credi-
bility of United States economic power; and

(3) a comprehensive Department of Defense
assessment is necessary to evaluate the stra-
tegic implications of global Bitcoin accumu-
lation, identify potential risks and opportu-
nities for integrated United States
statecraft, and inform future interagency ac-
tions to preserve national and economic se-
curity in the digital asset era.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report on
Bitcoin’s strategic implications for the
United States and recommended courses of
action.

(2) SCOPE.—The report submitted pursuant
to paragraph (1) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following:

(A) GLOBAL ACCUMULATION ANALYSIS.—A
detailed assessment of the current and
planned accumulation of Bitcoin by nation
states and nation state-affiliated entities,
including sovereign wealth funds, state-
owned enterprises, and individual national
leaders, as well as related policy and adop-
tion trends.

(B) COMPARATIVE UNITED STATES POSI-
TION.—An analysis of present and planned
United States Government Bitcoin holdings
compared both to other nations’ holdings of
Bitcoin and to nation state holdings of gold.

(C) NET ASSESSMENT.—An evaluation of the
strategic advantages and disadvantages for
United States national and economic secu-
rity of holding a greater share of Bitcoin
than any other nation.

(D) GAME THEORETIC DYNAMICS.—An exam-
ination of the competitive dynamics likely
to emerge as nation states increase Bitcoin
accumulation as a sovereign reserve asset.

(E) LEGAL AND POLICY REVIEW.—A review of
Department of Defense authorities, policies,
regulations, and contractual rules that gov-
ern or constrain any Department of Defense
component or contractor in receiving, hold-
ing, acquiring, disposing, transacting, or
otherwise lawfully using Bitcoin.

(F) INTEGRATED STATECRAFT RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Concrete recommendations for
leveraging Bitcoin across diplomatic, infor-
mational, military, economic, financial, in-
telligence, and law enforcement (DIME FIL)
instruments of national power.

(¢) COORDINATION AND CONTRIBUTORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the report re-
quired by subsection (b)(1), the Secretary
shall coordinate through the Office of the
Secretary of Defense (OSD) and shall incor-
porate input from—

(A) combatant commands;

(B) Department organizations with eco-
nomic security or financial warfare respon-
sibilities and expertise, including the Office
of Strategic Capital and the Office of Ex-
panded Competition; and

(C) the Under Secretary of Defense for In-
telligence and Security.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report
required by subsection (b)(1), the Secretary
shall consult, as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate, with—
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(A) the Executive Director of the Presi-
dent’s Working Group on Digital Asset Mar-
kets;

(B) the Chair of the Council of Economic
Advisers; and

(C) other interagency partners with rel-
evant expertise.

(3) SOLICITATION OF DATA, ANALYSIS, AND
ASSESSMENT SUPPORT.—The Secretary may
solicit data, analysis, and assessment sup-
port from nongovernmental organizations,
academia, and industry consistent with ap-
plicable procurement and security regula-
tions.

(d) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required
by subsection (b)(1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex to address sensitive intelligence, oper-
ational plans, or proprietary data.

(e) DEFINITION OF BITCOIN.—In this section,
the term ‘‘Bitcoin’ means the cryptographi-
cally secured digital asset native to the
Bitcoin public blockchain network, identi-
fied by the ticker symbol “BTC’’. Such term
does not include any fork or derivative net-
work that is not in consensus with the ca-
nonical Bitcoin blockchain.

SA 3509. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 320A. EXCLUSION FROM COMPLIANCE WITH
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
ACT OF 1969 OF SENTINEL PROGRAM

OR GROUND-BASED STRATEGIC DE-
TERRENT PROGRAM.

The National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) is amended by in-
serting after section 109 the following:

“SEC. 109A. EXEMPTION OF ACTIONS RELATING

TO SENTINEL PROGRAM OR
GROUND-BASED STRATEGIC DETER-
RENT PROGRAM.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of De-
fense, after conferring with the Secretary of
Commerce, the Secretary of the Interior, or
both, as appropriate, may exempt any action
or category of actions undertaken by the De-
partment of Defense or any component of the
Department of Defense relating to the Sen-
tinel program or the ground-based strategic
deterrent program, or successor similar pro-
gram, from compliance with any require-
ment of this Act if the Secretary determines
that it is critical to national security.

‘“(b) ADDITIONAL EXEMPTIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may issue additional ex-
emptions under this section for the same ac-
tion or category of actions after—

‘(1) conferring with the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of the Interior, or both
as appropriate; and

‘“(2) making a new determination that the
additional exemption is necessary for na-
tional defense.

‘‘(c) EFFECT.—An exemption granted under
subsection (a) or (b)—

‘(1) subject to paragraph (2), shall be effec-
tive for a period specified by the Secretary of
Defense; and

‘“(2) shall not be effective for more than 2
years.

““(d) NOTICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after issuing an exemption under subsection
(a) or (b), the Secretary of Defense shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Armed Services of
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the Senate and the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives no-
tice describing the exemption and the rea-
sons therefor.

‘“(2) ForM.—Notice under paragraph (1)
may be provided in classified form if the Sec-
retary of Defense determines that use of the
classified form is necessary for reasons of na-
tional security.”.

SA 3510. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230B. SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO MIN-
ING INDUSTRY OF THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION.

(a) SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO PRODUC-
TION AND EXPORTATION OF CERTAIN MIN-
ERALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date
that is 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the President shall impose
the sanctions described in subsection (c)
with respect to each Russian entity that the
President determines produces or exports
minerals specified in paragraph (2).

(2) MINERALS SPECIFIED.—The minerals
specified in this paragraph are the following:

(A) Platinum, unwrought or in
semimanufactured forms, classified under
heading 7110 of the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States (in this Act, referred
to as the “HTS”), including—

(i) palladium;

(ii) braggite;

(iii) rhodium; and

(iv) ruthenium.

(B) Nickel classified under heading 2604 of
the HTS.

(C) Copper, ores and concentrates, classi-
fied under heading 2603 of the HTS, including
zinc.

(3) TERMINATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirement to im-
pose sanctions under paragraph (1) shall,
subject to subparagraph (B), terminate on
the date that is one year after the President
certifies to Congress that the Government of
the Russian Federation has ended all hos-
tilities against Ukraine.

(B) PROBATIONARY PERIOD.—If, at any time
during the 3-year period after the President
submits a certification described in subpara-
graph (A), the President certifies to Congress
that the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion has resumed hostilities against Ukraine,
the requirement to impose sanctions under
paragraph (1) shall—

(i) resume effect;

(ii) remain in effect until the President
submits to Congress another certification de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

(iii) after the President submits such a cer-
tification, be subject to resumption as de-
scribed in this subparagraph.

(b) SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO SPECIFIC
ENTITIES.—

(1) NORNICKEL.—Not later than 15 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 90 days thereafter, the President
shall impose the sanctions described in sub-
section (c¢) with respect to—

(A) any directors of, officers of, and share-
holders with an interest in, Nornickel or any
subsidiary or successor entity of Nornickel;
and
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(B) any foreign government or foreign per-
son that has knowingly sold, supplied, trans-
ferred, or purchased nickel originally
sourced from the Russian Federation,
Nornickel, or any subsidiary or successor en-
tity of Nornickel.

(2) MINING ENTITIES OWNED BY SANCTIONED
PERSONS.—Not later than 15 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and every
90 days thereafter, the President shall—

(A) impose the sanctions described in sub-
section (c) with respect to any entity in the
mining industry a majority of the ownership
interest in which is held by a person, or a
group of persons, subject to sanctions under
this Act or other sanctions imposed by the
United States with respect to the Russian
Federation on or before the date of the en-
actment of this Act; and

(B) prohibit any United States person from
engaging in any transaction with an entity
described in subparagraph (A).

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection to be imposed
with respect to a person described in sub-
section (a) or (b) are the following:

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President shall exer-
cise all of the powers granted by the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to block and prohibit
all transactions in all property and interests
in property of the person if such property
and interests in property are in the United
States, come within the United States, or
are or come within the possession or control
of a United States person.

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY REQUIREMENT.—The requirements of
section 202 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall
not apply for purposes of this section.

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR
PAROLE.—

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien
described in subsection (a) or (b) shall be—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry
documentation of an alien described in sub-
section (a) or (b) shall be revoked, regardless
of when such visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued.

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A
under clause (i) shall—

(I) take effect immediately; and

(IT) automatically cancel any other valid
visa or entry documentation that is in the
possession of the alien.

(d) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE OF THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION.—This section shall not apply
with respect to the provision of humani-
tarian assistance (including medical assist-
ance) to the people of the Russian Federa-
tion.

(2) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—This section shall not apply with re-
spect to activities subject to the reporting
requirements under title V of the National
Security Act of 1947 (60 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or
any authorized intelligence activities of the
United States.

(3) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—Sanctions under this
section shall not apply to the admission of
an alien if the admission of that alien is nec-
essary to comply with United States obliga-
tions under the Agreement between the
United Nations and the United States of
America regarding the Headquarters of the
United Nations, signed at Lake Success June

revocation
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26, 1947, and entered into force November 21,
1947, under the Convention on Consular Rela-
tions, done at Vienna April 24, 1963, and en-
tered into force March 19, 1967, or under
other international agreements.

(4) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions authorized
under this section shall not include the au-
thority or requirement to impose sanctions
on the importation of goods.

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘good” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

(e) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702
and 1704) to carry out this section.

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of this section or any reg-
ulation, license, or order issued to carry out
this section shall be subject to the penalties
set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of section
206 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1705) to the
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that
section.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The
terms ‘“‘admission’, ‘‘admitted’’, and ‘‘alien”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 101 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’” means an individual or entity that
is not a United States person.

(3) KNOWINGLY; KNOWS.—The terms ‘‘know-
ingly” and ‘‘knows’, with respect to con-
duct, a circumstance, or a result, means that
a person had actual knowledge, or should

have known, of the conduct, the cir-
cumstance, or the result.
(4) RUSSIAN ENTITY.—The term ‘‘Russian

entity’”’ means an entity that is organized
under the laws of, or otherwise subject to the
jurisdiction of, the Russian Federation.

(6) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
““United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity.

SA 3511. Mr. DAINES (for himself
and Mr. ScoTT of Florida) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following:

SEC. 724. PILOT PROGRAM ON SECURE, MOBILE
PERSONAL HEALTH RECORD FOR
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
PARTICIPATING IN THE TRANSITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall com-
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mence carrying out a pilot program under
which members of the Armed Forces who are
serving on active duty and receiving benefits
or services under the Transition Assistance
Program are able to use a covered health
record platform to collect their medical
records before separating from active duty.

(b) SELECTION OF ARMED FORCES.—The Sec-
retary shall select not less than one Armed
Force in which to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a).

(¢) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek
to enter into a contract using competitive
procedures with an appropriate entity, as de-
termined by the Secretary, for the provision
of the covered health record platform under
the pilot program under subsection (a).

(2) NOTICE OF COMPETITION.—Not later than
60 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall issue a request
for proposals for the contract described in
paragraph (1). Such request shall be full and
open to any contractor that has an existing
covered health record platform.

(3) SELECTION.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall award a contract to an
appropriate entity pursuant to the request
for proposals under paragraph (2) if at least
one acceptable offer from such an entity is
submitted.

(d) DURATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program under subsection (a)
for a period of not less than one year.

(2) TERMINATION OR EXTENSION OF PRO-
GRAM.—At the end of the one-year period
specified in paragraph (1), the Secretary
may—

(A) terminate the pilot program under sub-
section (a);

(B) continue the pilot program;

(C) expand the pilot program; or

(D) implement the use of a covered health
record platform in the Transition Assistance
Program throughout the Armed Forces.

(e) PROHIBITION ON NEW APPROPRIATIONS.—
No additional funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out the requirements of
this section. Such requirements shall be car-
ried out using amounts otherwise authorized
to be appropriated for the Department of De-
fense.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered health record plat-
form” means a secure personal health record
platform that meets the following require-
ments:

(A) Has web-based and native mobile phone
app capabilities.

(B) Has the capability to store and share
records with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs or any other designated care provider.

(C) Has the capability to store records in
the cloud.

(D) Does not have a requirement for inte-
gration to receive or share records.

(E) Has the capability to instantly share
data based on a combination of access key
and personal identifier.

(F') Has the capability to provide secure
data storage and records transfer upon sepa-
ration of a member of the Armed Forces
from active duty.

(G) Does not require a business associate
agreement with any parties.

(H) Has secure data isolation with access
controls.

(I) Has, at a minimum, data security that
would require separate encryption for each
document, relying on AES256 or better algo-
rithm with keys encryption using RSA2048 or
better algorithm, or any successor similar
algorithm.

(2) The term ‘‘Transition Assistance Pro-
gram’ means the program of the Depart-
ment of Defense for preparation counseling,
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employment assistance, and other transi-
tional services provided under sections 1142
and 1144 of title 10, United States Code.

SA 3512. Mr. DAINES (for himself
and Mr. MURPHY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230B. AUTHORITY TO TERMINATE APPLICA-
TION OF JACKSON-VANIK AMEND-
MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 402 of the Trade
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2432) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(f) TERMINATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by
paragraph (2), the President may terminate
the application of subsection (a) and (b) with
respect to a country if the President—

““(A) determines that the government of
the country is no longer in violation of para-
graph (1), (2), or (3) of subsection (a); and

‘“(B) submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on that deter-
mination.

‘(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN COUN-
TRIES.—The President may not terminate
the application of subsection (a) and (b) with
respect to a country that is designated as a
state sponsor of terrorism or subject to an
embargo imposed by the United States until
the designation or embargo, as the case may
be, is revoked.

‘“(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

‘(i) the Committee on Finance and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate; and

‘“(ii) the Committee on Ways and Means
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

‘“(B) STATE SPONSOR OF TERRORISM.—The
term ‘state sponsor of terrorism’ means a
country the government of which the Sec-
retary of State has determined has repeat-
edly provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism for purposes of—

“(1) section 1754(c)(1)(A)({1) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4813(c)(1)(A)(D));

‘“(ii) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371);

‘“(iii) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); or

‘“(iv) any other provision of law.”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
402(a) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2432(a)) is amended, in the flush text fol-
lowing paragraph (3), by inserting ‘¢, subject
to subsection (f),” after ‘“‘ending”’.

SA 3513. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:
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SEC. 2. EVALUATION OF THE MOUNTAIN-
DESERT CORRIDOR TO TEST
HYPERSONIC AND LONG-RANGE
WEAPONS.

(a) EVALUATION OF SITES.—The Secretary
of Defense shall, acting through the Under
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering and the Director of the Test Re-
source Management Center, evaluate the fol-
lowing sites for the purposes of testing and
training for long range and hypersonic sys-
tems:

(1) Launch locations,
lowing:

(A) The Bearpaw Air Traffic Control As-
signed Airspace.

(B) The Mountain Home Range Complex.

(C) The Fallon Range Training Complex.

(D) The Utah Test and Training Range.

(E) The Nevada Test and Training Range.

(F) The Green River Test Complex.

(2) Impact areas within the White Sands
Missile Range.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘impact area’” means the
point at which a test terminates.

(2) The term ‘‘launch location” means the
point from which a test is initiated.

SA 3514. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. FUNERAL HONORS FOR MONTANA VET-

ERANS PROVIDED BY VETERANS
SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Adjutant General of
the Montana National Guard may enter into
memoranda of understanding with veterans
service organizations under which such orga-
nizations may provide funeral honors avail-
able to veterans under section 1491 of title 10,
United States Code.

(b) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘veterans
service organization’ means an organization
recognized by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs under section 5902 of title 38, United
States Code.

SA 3515. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 16 . IMPROVED PROTECTION OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE FACILITIES AND

ASSETS FROM UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT THREATS.

(a) EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY.—Subsection
(a) of section 130i of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, and con-
tractors,” after ‘‘and civilian employees’’.

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SHARING.—
Subsection (e)(4) of such section is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by inserting a
comma after ‘‘civilian law enforcement
agency’’;

including the fol-

S5297

(2) by striking ‘‘; or” and inserting a semi-
colon;

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (D); and

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following new subparagraph (C):

‘(C) would support another department or
agency of the Federal Government with au-
thority to mitigate the threat of unmanned
aircraft or unmanned aircraft systems in
mitigating such threats; or’’.

(c) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—Such
section is further amended—

(1) by striking subsection (g); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection (g):

‘“(g) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—Infor-
mation pertaining to the technology, proce-
dures, and protocols used to carry out this
section, including any regulations or guid-
ance issued to carry out this section, shall be
exempt from disclosure—

‘(1) under section 552(b)(3) of title 5; and

‘(2) under any State or local law requiring
the disclosure of information.”.

(d) REPEAL OF PARTIAL TERMINATION.—
Such section is further amended by striking
subsection (i).

(e) ADDITIONAL COVERED MISSIONS.—Sub-
section (j) of such section is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(6) as paragraphs (1) through (5), respec-
tively; and

(3) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated—

(A) in subparagraph (C), by redesignating
clauses (i) through (ix) as subclauses (II)
through (X), respectively, and indenting such
subclauses two ems to the right;

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (C) as clauses (i) through (iii), re-
spectively, and indenting such clauses two
ems to the right;

(C) in the matter before clause (i), as redes-
ignated by subparagraph (B), by striking
“means any facility or asset’ and inserting
“means—

““(A) any facility, asset, or vessel”’;

(D) in subparagraph (A), as designated by
subparagraph (C)—

(i) in clause (ii), as redesignated by sub-
paragraph (B), by striking ‘‘and possessions’
and inserting ‘‘, possessions, and territorial
waters’’; and

(ii) in clause (iii), as so redesignated—

(I) by inserting before subclause (II), as re-
designated by subparagraph (A), the fol-
lowing new subclause (I):

‘() protection of the buildings, grounds,
and property to which the public are not per-
mitted regular, unrestricted access and that
are under the jurisdiction, custody, or con-
trol of the Department of Defense and the
persons on that property pursuant to section
2672 of this title;”’;

(IT) in subclause (VI), as so redesignated,
by inserting ‘‘and territorial integrity’’ after
‘“‘air sovereignty’’;

(ITIT) in subclause (IX), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘; or’’ and inserting a semicolon;

(IV) in subclause (X), as so redesignated,
by striking the period at the end and insert-
ing a semicolon; and

(V) by adding at the end the following new
subclauses:

‘“(XI) assistance to Federal, State, or local
officials in responding to incidents involving
nuclear, radiological, biological, or chemical
weapons, or high-yield explosives, or related
materials or technologies, including pursu-
ant to section 282 of this title and the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq);

‘“(XII) emergency response that is limited
to a specified timeframe and location; or

“(XIII) intelligence or counterintelligence;
and’’; and
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(E) by inserting after subparagraph (A), as
designated by subparagraph (C), the fol-
lowing new subparagraph (B):

‘(B) any personnel associated with a facil-
ity, asset, or vessel identified under subpara-
graph (A) engaged in direct support of a mis-
sion of the Department of Defense specified
in clause (iii) of such subparagraph.’.

SA 3516. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and
Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle F—Western Balkans Democracy and

Prosperity
SECTION 1271. SHORT TITLE.—

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“Western
Balkans Democracy and Prosperity Act’.
SEC. 1272. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Western Balkans countries (the Re-
public of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
the Republic of Kosovo, Montenegro, the Re-
public of North Macedonia and the Republic
of Serbia) form a pluralistic, multi-ethnic re-
gion in the heart of Europe that is critical to
the peace, stability, and prosperity of that
continent.

(2) Continued peace, stability, and pros-
perity in the Western Balkans is directly
tied to the opportunities for democratic and
economic advancement available to the citi-
zens and residents of those seven countries.

(3) It is in the mutual interest of the
United States and the seven countries of the
Western Balkans to promote stable and sus-
tainable economic growth and development
in the region.

(4) The reforms and integration with the
European Union pursued by countries in the
Western Balkans have led to significant
democratic and economic progress in the re-
gion.

(5) Despite economic progress, rates of pov-
erty and unemployment in the Western Bal-
kans remain higher than in neighboring Eu-
ropean Union countries.

(6) Out-migration, particularly of youth, is
affecting demographics in each Western Bal-
kans country, resulting in population decline
in all seven countries.

(7) Implementing critical economic and
governance reforms could help enable invest-
ment and employment opportunities in the
Western Balkans, especially for youth, and
can provide powerful tools for economic de-
velopment and for encouraging broader par-
ticipation in a political process that in-
creases trade and prosperity for all.

(8) Existing regional economic efforts, such
as the Common Regional Market, the Berlin
Process, and the Open Balkan Initiative,
could have the potential to improve the eco-
nomic conditions in the Western Balkans,
while promoting inclusion and transparency.

(9) The Department of Commerce, through
its Foreign Commercial Service, plays an
important role in promoting and facilitating
opportunities for United States trade and in-
vestment.

(10) Corruption, including among key polit-
ical leaders, continues to plague the Western
Balkans and represents one of the greatest
impediments to further economic and polit-
ical development in the region.

(11) Disinformation campaigns targeting
the Western Balkans undermine the credi-
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bility of its democratic institutions, includ-
ing the integrity of its elections.

(12) Vulnerability to cyberattacks or at-
tacks on information and communication
technology infrastructure increases risks to
the functioning of government and the deliv-
ery of public services.

(13) United States Cyber Command, the De-
partment of State, and other Federal agen-
cies play a critical role in defending the na-
tional security interests of the United
States, including by deploying cyber hunt
forward teams at the request of partner na-
tions to reinforce their cyber defenses.

(14) Securing domestic and international
cyber networks and ICT infrastructure is a
national security priority for the United
States, which is exemplified by offices and
programs across the Federal Government
that support cybersecurity.

(15) Corruption and disinformation pro-
liferate in political environments marked by
autocratic control or partisan conflict.

(16) Dependence on Russian sources of fos-
sil fuels and natural gas for the countries of
the Western Balkans ties their economies
and politics to the Russian Federation and
inhibits their aspirations for European inte-
gration.

(17) Reducing the reliance of the Western
Balkans on Russian natural gas supplies and
fossil fuels is in the national interest of the
United States.

(18) The growing influence of China in the
Western Balkans could also have a delete-
rious impact on strategic competition, de-
mocracy, and economic integration with Eu-
rope.

(190 In March 2022, President Biden
launched the European Democratic Resil-
ience Initiative to bolster democratic resil-
ience, advance anti-corruption efforts, and
defend human rights in Ukraine and its
neighbors in response to Russia’s war of ag-
gression.

(20) The parliamentary and local elections
held in Serbia on December 17, 2023, and
their immediate aftermath are cause for
deep concern about the state of Serbia’s de-
mocracy, including due to the final report of
the Organization for Security and Co-oper-
ation in Europe’s Office for Democratic In-
stitutions and Human Rights, which—

(A) found ‘‘unjust conditions’ for the elec-
tion;

(B) found ‘‘numerous procedural defi-
ciencies, including inconsistent application
of safeguards during voting and counting,
frequent instances of overcrowding, breaches
in secrecy of the vote, and numerous in-
stances of group voting’’; and

(C) asserted that ‘‘voting must be re-
peated’ in certain polling stations.

(21) The Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe also noted that Serbian
officials accused primarily peaceful
protestors, opposition parties, and civil soci-
ety of ‘‘attempting to destabilize the govern-
ment’’, a concerning allegation that threat-
ens the safety of important elements of Ser-
bian society.

(22) Democratic countries whose values are
in alignment with the United States make
for stronger and more durable partnerships.
SEC. 1273. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is a sense of Congress that the United
States should—

(1) encourage increased trade and invest-
ment between the United States and allies
and partners in the Western Balkans;

(2) expand United States assistance to re-
gional integration efforts in the Western
Balkans;

(3) strengthen and expand regional eco-
nomic integration in the Western Balkans,
especially enterprises owned by and employ-
ing women and youth;
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(4) work with allies and partners com-
mitted to improving the rule of law, energy
resource diversification, democratic and eco-
nomic reform, and the reduction of poverty
in the Western Balkans;

(5) increase United States trade and invest-
ment with the Western Balkans, particularly
in ways that support countries’ efforts—

(A) to decrease dependence on Russian en-
ergy sources and fossil fuels;

(B) to increase energy diversification, effi-
ciency, and conservation; and

(C) to facilitate the transition to cleaner
and more reliable sources of energy, includ-
ing renewables, as appropriate;

(6) continue to assist in the development,
within the Western Balkans, of—

(A) strong civil societies;

(B) public-private partnerships;

(C) independent media;

(D) transparent, accountable, citizen-re-
sponsive governance, including equal rep-
resentation for women, youth, and people
with disabilities;

(E) political stability; and

(F') modern, free-market based economies.

(7) support the expeditious accession of
those Western Balkans countries that are
not already members to the European Union
and to the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (referred to in this section as ‘“NATO”)
for countries that desire, are eligible for, and
are support by all NATO Allies to proceed
with an invitation for, such membership;

(8) support—

(A) maintaining the full European Union
Force (EUFOR) mandate in Bosnia and
Herzegovina as being in the national secu-
rity interests of the United States;

(B) encouraging NATO and the European
Union to review their mission mandates and
posture in Bosnia and Herzegovina to ensure
they are playing a proactive role in estab-
lishing a safe and secure environment, par-
ticularly in the realm of defense;

(C) working within NATO to encourage
contingency planning for an international
military force to maintain a safe and secure
environment in Bosnia and Herzegovina, es-
pecially if Russia blocks reauthorization of
the mission in the United Nations; and

(D) a strengthened NATO headquarters in
Sarajevo;

(9) continue to support the European Union
membership aspirations of Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia,
Montenegro, and Serbia by supporting meet-
ing the benchmarks required for their acces-
sion;

(10) continue to support the cultural herit-
age, and recognize the languages, of the
Western Balkans;

(11) coordinate closely with the European
Union, the United Kingdom, and other allies
and partners on sanctions designations in
Western Balkans countries and work to align
efforts as much as possible to demonstrate a
clear commitment to upholding democratic
values;

(12) expand bilateral security cooperation
with non-NATO member Western Balkans
countries, particularly efforts focused on re-
gional integration and cooperation, includ-
ing through the Adriatic Charter, which was
launched at Tirana on May 2, 2003;

(13) increase efforts to combat Russian ma-
lign influence campaigns and any other de-
stabilizing or disruptive activities targeting
the Western Balkans through engagement
with government institutions, political
stakeholders, journalists, civil society orga-
nizations, and industry leaders;

(14) develop a series of cyber resilience
standards, consistent with the Enhanced
Cyber Defence Policy and Readiness Action
Plan endorsed at the 2014 Wales Summit of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to
expand cooperation with partners and allies,
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including in the Western Balkans, on cyber
security and ICT infrastructure;

(15) articulate clearly and unambiguously
the United States commitment to supporting
democratic values and respect for inter-
national law as the sole path forward for the
countries of the Western Balkans; and

(16) prioritize partnerships and program-
ming with Western Balkan countries that
demonstrate commitment toward strength-
ening their democracies and show respect for
human rights.

SEC. 1274. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) ICT.—The term “ICT’’ means informa-
tion and communication technology.

(3) WESTERN BALKANS.—The term ‘‘Western
Balkans’® means the region comprised of the
following countries:

(A) The Republic of Albania.

(B) Bosnia and Herzegovina.

(C) The Republic of Kosovo.

(D) Montenegro.

(E) The Republic of North Macedonia.

(F) The Republic of Serbia.

(4) WESTERN BALKANS COUNTRY.—The term
“Western Balkans country’ means any coun-
try listed in subparagraphs (A) through (G)
of paragraph (3).

SEC. 1275. CODIFICATION OF SANCTIONS RELAT-
ING TO THE WESTERN BALKANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each person listed or des-
ignated for the imposition of sanctions under
an executive order described in subsection
(c) as of the date of the enactment of this
Act shall remain so designated, except as
provided in subsections (d) and (e).

(b) CONTINUATION OF SANCTIONS AUTHORI-
TIES.—Each authority to impose sanctions
provided for under an executive order de-
scribed in subsection (c) shall remain in ef-
fect.

(¢) EXECUTIVE ORDERS SPECIFIED.—The ex-
ecutive orders specified in this subsection
are—

(1) Executive Order 13219, as amended by
Executive Order 13304 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; re-
lating to blocking property of persons who
threaten international stabilization efforts
in the Western Balkans); and

(2) Executive Order 14140 (90 Fed. Reg. 2589;
relating to taking additional steps with re-
spect to the situation in the Western Bal-
kans), as in effect on such date of enactment.

(d) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of a
sanction authorized under Executive Order
14140 (90 Fed. Reg. 2589; relating to taking ad-
ditional steps with respect to the situation
in the Western Balkans) with respect to a
person if the President certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that—

(1) the person is not engaging in the activ-
ity that was the basis for the sanctions or
has taken significant verifiable steps toward
stopping the activity; and

(2) the President has received reliable as-
surances that the person will not knowingly
engage in an activity subject to sanctions re-
ferred to in subsection (c¢) in the future.

(e) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may waive
the application of sanctions under this sec-
tion for renewable periods not to exceed 180
days if the President—
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(A) determines that such a waiver is in the
national security interests of the United
States; and

(B) not less than 15 days before the grant-
ing of the waiver, submits to the appropriate
congressional committees a notice of and
justification for the waiver.

(2) FoOrRM.—The waiver described in para-
graph (1) may be transmitted in classified
form.

(f) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Sanctions
under this subtitle shall not apply to—

(A) the conduct or facilitation of a trans-
action for the provision of agricultural com-
modities, food, medicine, medical devices,
humanitarian assistance, or for humani-
tarian purposes; or

(B) transactions that are necessary for, or
ordinarily incident to, the activities de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL OBLI-
GATIONS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—
Sanctions under this subtitle shall not apply
with respect to an alien if admitting or pa-
roling such alien is necessary—

(A) to comply with United States obliga-
tions under—

(i) the Agreement between the United Na-
tions and the United States of America re-
garding the Headquarters of the United Na-
tions, signed at Lake Success June 26, 1947,
and entered into force November 21, 1947;

(ii) the Convention on Consular Relations,
done at Vienna April 24, 1963, and entered
into force March 19, 1967; or

(iii) any other international agreement; or

(B) to carry out or assist law enforcement
activity in the United States.

(3) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-
TIES.—Sanctions under this subtitle shall not
apply to—

(A) any activity subject to the reporting
requirements under title V of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.);
or

(B) any authorized intelligence activities
of the United States.

(4) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirement to block
and prohibit all transactions in all property
and interests in property under this subtitle
shall not include the authority or a require-
ment to impose sanctions on the importation
of goods.

(B) DEFINED TERM.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

(g) RULEMAKING.—The President is author-
ized to promulgate such rules and regula-
tions as may be necessary to carry out the
provisions of this section (which may include
regulatory exceptions), including under sec-
tion 205 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1704)).

(h) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) Nothing in subsection (d) may be con-
strued to modify the delisting procedures
used by the Department of the Treasury with
respect to sanctions authorized under Execu-
tive Order 13219, as amended by Executive
Order 13304 (60 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to
blocking property of persons who threaten
international stabilization efforts in the
Western Balkans).

(2) Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to limit the authorities of the Presi-
dent under the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (560 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).

(i) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have force or effect beginning on the date
that is 8 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.
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SEC. 1276. DEMOCRATIC AND ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT AND PROSPERITY INITIA-
TIVES.

(a) ANTI-CORRUPTION INITIATIVE.—The Sec-
retary of State, through ongoing and new
programs, shall develop an initiative that—

(1) seeks to expand technical assistance in
each Western Balkans country, taking into
account local conditions and contingent on
the agreement of the host country govern-
ment to develop new national anti-corrup-
tion strategies;

(2) seeks to share best practices with, and
provide training to, including through the
use of embedded advisors, civilian law en-
forcement agencies and judicial institutions,
and other relevant administrative bodies, of
the Western Balkans countries, to improve
the efficiency, transparency, and account-
ability of such agencies and institutions;

(3) strengthens existing national anti-cor-
ruption strategies—

(A) to combat political corruption, par-
ticularly in the judiciary, independent elec-
tion oversight bodies, and public procure-
ment processes; and

(B) to strengthen regulatory and legisla-
tive oversight of critical governance areas,
such as freedom of information and public
procurement, including by strengthening
cyber defenses and ICT infrastructure net-
works;

(4) includes the Western Balkans countries
in the European Democratic Resilience Ini-
tiative of the Department of State, or any
equivalent successor initiative, and con-
siders the Western Balkans as a recipient of
anti-corruption funding for such initiative;
and

(5) seeks to promote the important role of
an independent media in countering corrup-
tion through engagements with governments
of Western Balkan countries and providing
training opportunities for journalists on in-
vestigative reporting.

(b) PRIORITIZING CYBER RESILIENCE, RE-
GIONAL TRADE, AND ECONOMIC COMPETITIVE-
NESS.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(A) promoting stronger economic, civic,
and political relationships among Western
Balkans countries will enable countries to
better utilize existing resources and maxi-
mize their economic security and democratic
resilience by reinforcing cyber defenses and
increasing trade in goods and services among
other countries in the region; and

(B) United States private investments in
and assistance toward creating a more inte-
grated region ensures political stability and
security for the region.

(2) 5-YEAR strategy for economic develop-
ment and democratic resilience in western
balkans.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State and the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, in coordination with the heads of
other relevant Federal departments and
agencies, shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a regional eco-
nomic development and democratic resil-
ience strategy for the Western Balkans that
complements the efforts of the European
Union, European nations, and other multi-
lateral financing institutions—

(A) to consider the full set of tools and re-
sources available from the relevant agencies;

(B) to include efforts to ensure coordina-
tion with multilateral and bilateral part-
ners, such as the European Union, the World
Bank, and other relevant assistance frame-
works;

(C) to include an initial public assessment
of—

(i) economic opportunities for which
United States businesses, or those of other
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like-minded partner countries, would be
competitive;

(ii) legal, economic, governance,
infrastructural, or other barriers limiting

United States trade and investment in the
Western Balkans;

(iii) the effectiveness of all existing re-
gional cooperation initiatives, such as the
Open Balkan initiative and the Western Bal-
kans Common Regional Market; and

(iv) ways to increase United States trade
and investment within the Western Balkans;

(D) to develop human and institutional ca-
pacity and infrastructure across multiple
sectors of economies, including clean energy,
energy efficiency, agriculture, small and me-
dium-sized enterprise development, health,
and cyber-security;

(E) to assist with the development and im-
plementation of regional and international
trade agreements;

(F) to support small- and medium-sized
businesses, including women-owned enter-
prises;

(G) to promote government and civil soci-
ety policies and programs that combat cor-
ruption and encourage transparency (includ-
ing by supporting independent media by pro-
moting the safety and security of journal-
ists), free and fair competition, sound gov-
ernance, judicial reform, environmental
stewardship, and business environments con-
ducive to sustainable and inclusive economic
growth; and

(H) to include a public diplomacy strategy
that describes the actions that will be taken
by relevant agencies to increase support for
the United States relationship by citizens of
Western Balkans countries.

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall provide a briefing to
the appropriate congressional committees
that describes the progress made towards de-
veloping the strategy required under para-
graph (2).

(¢) REGIONAL TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT INI-
TIATIVE.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of
State and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, in coordination with the heads of
other relevant Federal departments and
agencies, may coordinate a regional trade
and development initiative for the region
comprised of each Western Balkans country
and any European Union member country
that shares a border with a Western Balkans
country (referred to in this subsection as the
“Western Balkans region’) in accordance
with this subsection.

(2) INITIATIVE ELEMENTS.—The initiative
authorized under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) promote private sector growth and
competitiveness and increase the capacity of
businesses, particularly small and medium-
sized enterprises, in the Western Balkans re-
gion;

(B) aim to increase intraregional exports
to countries in the Balkans and European
Union member states;

(C) aim to increase United States exports
to, and investments in, countries in the Bal-
kans;

(D) support startup companies, including
companies led by youth or women, in the
Western Balkans region by—

(i) providing training in business skills and
leadership; and

(ii) providing opportunities to connect to
sources of capital;

(E) encourage and promote inward and out-
ward trade and investment through engage-
ment with the Western Balkans diaspora
communities in the United States and
abroad;
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(F) provide assistance to the governments
and civil society organizations of Western
Balkans countries to develop—

(i) regulations to ensure fair and effective
investment; and

(ii) screening tools to identify and deter
malign investments and other coercive eco-
nomic practices;

(G) identify areas where application of ad-
ditional resources could expand successful
programs to 1 or more countries in the West-
ern Balkans region by building on the exist-
ing experience and program architecture;

(H) compare existing single-country sector
analyses to determine areas of focus that
would benefit from a regional approach with
respect to the Western Balkans region; and

(I) promote intraregional trade throughout
the Western Balkans region through—

(i) programming, including grants, cooper-
ative agreements, and other forms of assist-
ance;

(ii) expanding awareness of the availability
of loans and other financial instruments
from the United States Government; and

(iii) coordinating access to existing trade
instruments available through allies and
partners in the Western Balkans region, in-
cluding the European Union and inter-
national financial institutions.

(3) SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS.—The initiative authorized under
paragraph (1) should facilitate and prioritize
support for regional infrastructure projects,
including—

(A) transportation projects that build
roads, bridges, railways and other physical
infrastructure to facilitate travel of goods
and people throughout the Western Balkans
region;

(B) technical support and investments
needed to meet United States and European
Union standards for air travel, including
screening and information sharing;

(C) the development of telecommuni-
cations networks with trusted providers;

(D) infrastructure projects that connect
Western Balkans countries to each other and
to countries with which they share a border;

(E) information exchange on effective ten-
der procedures and transparent procurement
processes;

(F) investment transparency programs
that will help countries in the Western Bal-
kans analyze gaps and establish institutional
and regulatory reforms necessary—

(i) to create an enabling environment for
trade and investment; and

(ii) to strengthen protections against sus-
pect investments through public procure-
ment and privatization and through foreign
direct investments;

(G) sharing best practices learned from the
United States and other international part-
ners to ensure that institutional and regu-
latory mechanisms for addressing these
issues are fair, nonarbitrary, effective, and
free from corruption;

(H) projects that support regional energy
security and reduce dependence on Russian
energy;

(I) technical assistance and generating pri-
vate investment in projects that promote
connectivity and energy-sharing in the West-
ern Balkans region;

(J) technical assistance to support regional
collaboration on environmental protection
that includes governmental, political, civic,
and business stakeholders; and

(K) technical assistance to develop financ-
ing options and help create linkages with po-
tential financing institutions and investors.

(4) REQUIREMENTS.—AIl programming
under the initiative authorized under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) be open to the participation of Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Monte-
negro, North Macedonia, and Serbia;
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(B) be consistent with European Union ac-
cession requirements;

(C) be focused on retaining talent within
the Western Balkans;

(D) promote government policies in West-
ern Balkans countries that encourage free
and fair competition, sound governance, en-
vironmental protection, and business envi-
ronments that are conducive to sustainable
and inclusive economic growth; and

(E) include a public diplomacy strategy to
inform local and regional audiences in the
Western Balkans region about the initiative,
including specific programs and projects.

(d) UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION.—

(1) APPOINTMENTS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Chief Executive Officer of the United
States International Development Finance
Corporation, in collaboration with the Sec-
retary of State, should consider including a
regional office with responsibilities for the
Western Balkans within the Corporation’s
plans to open new regional offices.

(2) JOINT REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Chief Executive Officer of the United
States International Development Finance
Corporation, the Secretary of State, and the
Administrator of the United States Agency
for International Development shall submit
a joint report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that shall include—

(A) an assessment of the benefits of pro-
viding sovereign loan guarantees to coun-
tries in the Western Balkans to support in-
frastructure and energy diversification
projects;

(B) an outline of additional resources, such
as tools, funding, and personnel, which may
be required to offer sovereign loan guaran-
tees in the Western Balkans; and

(C) an assessment of how the United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, in coordination with the United States
Trade and Development Agency and the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States, can
deploy its insurance products in support of
bonds or other instruments issued to raise
capital through United States financial mar-
kets in the Western Balkans.

SEC. 1277. PROMOTING CROSS-CULTURAL AND
EDUCATIONAL ENGAGEMENT.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) promoting partnerships between United
States universities and universities in the
Western Balkans, particularly universities
in traditionally under-served communities,
advances United States foreign policy goals
and requires a whole-of-government ap-
proach, including the utilization of public-
private partnerships;

(2) such university partnerships—

(A) would provide opportunities for ex-
changing academic ideas, technical exper-
tise, research, and cultural understanding
for the benefit of the United States; and

(B) may provide additional beneficial op-
portunities for cooperation in the private
sector; and

(3) the seven countries in the Western Bal-
kans meet the requirements under section
105(c)(4) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
(22 U.S.C. 2151c(c)(4)).

(b) UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS.—The Presi-
dent, working through the Secretary of
State, is authorized to provide assistance,
consistent with section 105 of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151c), to
promote the establishment of partnerships
between United States universities and uni-
versities in the Western Balkans, including—

(1) supporting research and analysis on
cyber resilience;
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(2) working with partner governments to
reform policies, improve curricula, strength-
en data systems, train teachers and students,
including English language teaching, and to
provide quality, inclusive learning mate-
rials;

(3) encouraging knowledge exchanges to
help provide individuals, particularly at-risk
youth, women, people with disabilities, and
other wvulnerable, marginalized, or under-
served communities, with relevant edu-
cation, training, and skills for meaningful
employment;

(4) promoting teaching and research ex-
changes between institutions of higher edu-
cation in the Western Balkans and in the
United States; and

(5) encouraging alliances and exchanges
with like-minded institutions of education
within the Western Balkans and the larger
European continent.

SEC. 1278. YOUNG BALKAN LEADERS INITIATIVE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that regular people-to-people ex-
change programs that bring religious lead-
ers, journalists, civil society members, poli-
ticians, and other individuals from the West-
ern Balkans to the United States will
strengthen existing relationships and ad-
vance United States interests and shared
values in the Western Balkans region.

(b) BOLD LEADERSHIP PROGRAM FOR YOUNG
BALKANS LEADERS.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—The Department
of State, through BOLD, a leadership pro-
gram for young leaders in certain Western
Balkans countries, plays an important role
to develop young leaders in improving civic
engagement and economic development in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and Monte-
negro.

(2) EXPANSION.—BOLD should be expanded,
subject to the availability of appropriations,
to the entire Western Balkans region.

(c) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of
State should further develop and implement
BOLD, which shall hereafter be known as the
“Young Balkan Leaders Initiative’’, to pro-
mote educational and professional develop-
ment for young adult leaders and profes-
sionals in the Western Balkans who have
demonstrated a passion to contribute to the
continued development of the Western Bal-
kans region.

(d) CoNDUCT OF INITIATIVE.—The goals of
the Young Balkan Leaders Initiative shall
be—

(1) to further build the capacity of young
Balkan leaders in the Western Balkans in
the areas of business and information tech-
nology, cyber security and digitization, agri-
culture, civic engagement, and public admin-
istration;

(2) to support young Balkan leaders by of-
fering professional development, training,
and networking opportunities, particularly
in the areas of leadership, innovation, civic
engagement, elections, human rights, entre-
preneurship, good governance, public admin-
istration, and journalism;

(3) to support young political, parliamen-
tary, and civic Balkan leaders in collabora-
tion on regional initiatives related to good
governance, environmental protection, gov-
ernment ethics, and minority inclusion;

(4) to provide increased economic and tech-
nical assistance to young Balkan leaders to
promote economic growth and strengthen
ties between businesses, investors, and entre-
preneurs in the United States and in Western
Balkans countries;

(5) to tailor such assistance and exchanges
to advance the particular objectives of each
United States mission in the Western Bal-
kans within the framework outlined in this
subsection; and

(6) to secure funding for such assistance
and exchanges from existing funds available
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to each United States Mission in the Western
Balkans.

(e) FELLOWSHIPS.—Under the Young Bal-
kan Leaders Initiative, the Secretary of
State shall award fellowships to young lead-
ers from the Western Balkans who—

(1) are between 18 and 35 years of age;

(2) have demonstrated strong capabilities
in entrepreneurship, innovation, public serv-
ice, and leadership;

(3) have had a positive impact in their
communities, organizations, or institutions,
including by promoting cross-regional and
multiethnic cooperation; and

(4) represent a cross-section of geographic,
gender, political, and cultural diversity.

(f) PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP
CENTER.—Under the Young Balkan Leaders
Initiative, the Secretary of State shall take
advantage of existing and future public di-
plomacy facilities (commonly known as
““‘American Spaces’’) to hire staff and develop
programming for the establishment of a flag-
ship public engagement and leadership cen-
ter in the Western Balkans that seeks—

(1) to counter disinformation and malign
influence;

(2) to promote cross-cultural engagement;

(3) to provide training for young leaders
from Western Balkans countries described in
subsection (e);

(4) to harmonize the efforts of existing
venues throughout Western Balkans coun-
tries established by the Office of American
Spaces; and

(5) to annually bring together participants
from the Young Balkans Leaders Initiative
to provide platforms for regional net-
working.

(g) BRIEFING ON CERTAIN EXCHANGE PRO-
GRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall provide a brief-
ing to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that describes the status of exchange
programs involving the Western Balkans re-
gion.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The briefing required under
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) assess the factors constraining the
number and frequency of participants from
Western Balkans countries in the Inter-
national Visitor Leadership Program of the
Department of State;

(B) identify the resources that are nec-
essary to address the factors described in
subparagraph (A); and

(C) describe a strategy for connecting
alumni and participants of professional de-
velopment exchange programs of the Depart-
ment of State in the Western Balkans with
alumni and participants from other coun-
tries in Europe, to enhance inter-region and
intra-region people-to-people ties.

SEC. 1279. SUPPORTING CYBERSECURITY AND
CYBER RESILIENCE IN THE WEST-
ERN BALKANS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) United States support for cybersecu-
rity, cyber resilience, and secure ICT infra-
structure in Western Balkans countries will
strengthen the region’s ability to defend
itself from and respond to malicious cyber
activity conducted by nonstate and foreign
actors, including foreign governments, that
seek to influence the region;

(2) insecure ICT networks that are vulner-
able to manipulation can increase opportuni-
ties for—

(A) the compromise of cyber infrastruc-
ture, including data networks, electronic in-
frastructure, and software systems; and

(B) the use of online information oper-
ations by adversaries and malign actors to
undermine United States allies and inter-
ests; and

S5301

(3) it is in the national security interest of
the United States to support the cybersecu-
rity and cyber resilience of Western Balkans
countries.

(b) INTERAGENCY REPORT ON CYBERSECURITY
AND THE DIGITAL INFORMATION ENVIRONMENT
IN WESTERN BALKANS COUNTRIES.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of State, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, and the
heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that contains—

(1) an overview of interagency efforts to
strengthen cybersecurity and cyber resil-
ience in Western Balkans countries;

(2) a review of the information environ-
ment in each Western Balkans country;

(3) a review of existing United States Gov-
ernment cyber and digital initiatives that—

(A) counter influence operations and safe-
guard elections and democratic processes in
Western Balkans countries;

(B) strengthen ICT infrastructure, digital
accessibility, and cybersecurity capacity in
the Western Balkans;

(C) support democracy and internet free-
dom in Western Balkans countries; and

(D) build cyber capacity of governments
who are allies or partners of the United
States;

(4) an assessment of cyber threat informa-
tion sharing between the United States and
Western Balkans countries;

(5) an assessment of—

(A) options for the United States to better
support cybersecurity and cyber resilience in
Western Balkans countries through changes
to current assistance authorities; and

(B) the advantages or limitations, such as
funding or office space, of posting cyber pro-
fessionals from other Federal departments
and agencies to United States diplomatic
posts in Western Balkans countries and pro-
viding relevant training to Foreign Service
Officers; and

(6) any additional support needed from the
United States for the cybersecurity and
cyber resilience of the following NATO Al-
lies: Albania, Montenegro, and North Mac-
edonia.

SEC. 1280. RELATIONS
SERBIA.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Agreement on the Path to Normal-
ization of Relations, which was agreed to by
Kosovo and Serbia on February 27, 2023, with
the facilitation of the European Union, is a
positive step forward in advancing normal-
ization between the two countries;

(2) Serbia and Kosovo should seek to make
immediate progress on the Implementation
Annex to the agreement referred to in para-
graph (1);

(3) once sufficient progress has been made
on the Implementation Annex, the United
States should consider advancing initiatives
to strengthen bilateral relations with both
countries, which could include—

(A) establishing bilateral strategic dia-
logues with Kosovo and Serbia; and

(B) advancing concrete initiatives to deep-
en trade and investment with both countries;
and

(4) the United States should continue to
support a comprehensive final agreement be-
tween Kosovo and Serbia based on mutual
recognition.

(b) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States Government that—

(1) it shall not pursue any policy that ad-
vocates for land swaps, partition, or other
forms of redrawing borders along ethnic lines
in the Western Balkans as a means to settle
disputes between nation states in the region;
and

BETWEEN KOSOVO AND
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(2) it should support pluralistic democ-
racies in countries in the Western Balkans as
a means to prevent a return to the ethnic
strife that once characterized the region.
SEC. 1280A. REPORTS ON RUSSIAN AND CHINESE

MALIGN INFLUENCE OPERATIONS
AND CAMPAIGNS IN THE WESTERN
BALKANS.

(a) REPORTS REQUIRED..—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and every two years thereafter, the Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary of Defense, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, and the heads of other
Federal departments or agencies, as appro-
priate, shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees regarding
Russian and Chinese malign influence oper-
ations and campaigns carried out with re-
spect to Balkan countries that seek—

(1) to undermine democratic institutions;

(2) to promote political instability; and

(3) to harm the interests of the United
States and North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion member and partner states in the West-
ern Balkans.

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include—

(1) an assessment of the objectives of the
Russian Federation and the People’s Repub-
lic of China regarding malign influence oper-
ations and campaigns carried out with re-
spect to Western Balkans countries—

(A) to undermine democratic institutions,
including the planning and execution of
democratic elections;

(B) to promote political instability; and

(C) to manipulate the information environ-
ment;

(2) the activities and roles of the Depart-
ment of State and other relevant Federal
agencies in countering Russian and Chinese
malign influence operations and campaigns;

(3) an assessment of—

(A) each network, entity and individual, to
the extent such information is available, of
Russia, China, or any other country with
which Russia or China may cooperate, that
is supporting such Russian or Chinese ma-
lign influence operations or campaigns, in-
cluding the provision of financial or oper-
ational support to activities in a Western
Balkans country that may limit freedom of
speech or create barriers of access to demo-
cratic processes, including exercising the
right to vote in a free and fair election; and

(B) the role of each such entity in pro-
viding such support;

(4) the identification of the tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures used in Russian or
Chinese malign influence operations and
campaigns in Western Balkans countries;

(5) an assessment of the effect of previous
Russian or Chinese malign influence oper-
ations and campaigns that targeted alliances
and partnerships of the United States Armed
Forces in the Western Balkans, including the
effectiveness of such operations and cam-
paigns in achieving the objectives of Russia
and China, respectively;

(6) the identification of each Western Bal-
kans country with respect to which Russia
or China has conducted or attempted to con-
duct a malign influence operation or cam-
paign;

(7) an assessment of the capacity and ef-
forts of NATO and of each individual West-
ern Balkans country to counter Russian or
Chinese malign influence operations and
campaigns carried out with respect to West-
ern Balkans countries;

(8) the efforts by the United States to com-
bat such malign influence operations in the
Western Balkans, including through the
Countering Russian Influence Fund and the
Countering People’s Republic of China Ma-
lign Influence Fund;
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(9) an assessment of the tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures that the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Director of
National Intelligence and the Secretary of
Defense, determines are likely to be used in
future Russian or Chinese malign influence
operations and campaigns carried out with
respect to Western Balkans countries; and

(10) activities the Department of State and
other relevant Federal agencies could carry
out to increase the United States Govern-
ment’s capacity to counter Russian and Chi-
nese malign influence operations and cam-
paigns in Western Balkans countries.

(c) ForM.—Each report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

SA 3517. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . UNITED STATES SENATE NATO OB-
SERVER GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Senate a group of Senators to ad-
dress and advise on matters relating to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, to be
known as the ‘Senate NATO Observer
Group’’.

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Senate NATO Ob-
server Group shall—

(1) serve as a forum for addressing matters
relating to the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization that fall within the jurisdictions of
2 or more committees of the Senate;

(2) advise the Senate on issues relating to
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, in-
cluding North Atlantic Treaty Organization
enlargement; and

(3) with respect to any matter involving
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and
the United States Government, particularly
during negotiations on North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization enlargement, engage in close
interactions between and among the execu-
tive branch, the Senate, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, any other member
country of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, and any country that is a candidate
for membership in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

(¢) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.—

(1) 119TH CONGRESS.—During the 119th Con-
gress, the Senate NATO Observer Group
shall exist in the manner established by the
majority leader and the minority leader of
the Senate in the Congressional Record at
the beginning of first session of the 119th
Congress.

(2) SUBSEQUENT CONGRESSES.—

(A) APPOINTMENT.—Beginning in the 120th
Congress, not later than 60 days after the
date on which of the first session of each
Congress convenes, the majority leader and
the minority leader of the Senate shall each
appoint to the Senate NATO Observer Group
not more than 7 Senators.

(B) Co-CHAIRS.—Of the members appointed
under subparagraph (A), the majority leader
and the minority leader of the Senate shall
each appoint 1 co-chairperson of the Senate
NATO Observer Group.

(d) FOREIGN TRAVEL.—Each co-chair of the
Senate NATO Observer Group and 1 des-
ignated staff member may engage in foreign
travel for official purposes if such travel is
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authorized by the other co-chair of the Sen-
ate NATO Observer Group.

(e) INTERPARLIAMENTARY SERVICES.—The
Office of Interparliamentary Services of the
Senate shall be designated to provide admin-
istrative support and protocol functions to
the Senate NATO Observer Group, and for
special delegations or travel authorized by
the majority leader or the minority leader of
the Senate.

(f) USE OF FOREIGN CURRENCIES.—Begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this
Act, the co-chairs of the Senate NATO Ob-
server Group are authorized to use funds in
accordance with the provisions of law relat-
ing to foreign currencies, as codified in sec-
tion 1754 of title 22, United States Code, for
activities critical to carrying out the func-
tions of the Senate NATO Observer Group.

(g) REPORT.—Not less frequently than an-
nually, the Senate NATO Observer Group
shall submit to the majority leader and mi-
nority leader of the Senate and the chair-
person and ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate a
report on the activities undertaken by the
Senate NATO Observer Group during the pre-
ceding fiscal year, including with respect to
travel, legislative efforts, and public diplo-
macy initiatives.

SA 3518. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and
Mr. JUSTICE) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS WITH RE-
SPECT TO NATO DEFENSE SPEND-
ING.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPLICABLE DEFENSE INVESTMENT
BENCHMARKS.—The term ‘‘applicable defense
investment benchmarks’ means—

(A) the defense spending commitment of 2
percent of GDP for fiscal years prior to Jan-
uary 1, 2030;

(B) the defense spending commitment of 3.5
percent of GDP for fiscal years 2030 through
2034;

(C) the defense spending commitment of 5
percent of GDP for fiscal year 2035 and be-
yond; and

(D) any alternative defense investment
benchmarks adopted unanimously by the
North Atlantic Council that are consistent
with NATO defense investment commit-
ments.

(2) NATO DEFENSE INVESTMENT COMMIT-
MENTS.—The term “NATO defense invest-
ment commitments’”” means the commit-
ments agreed to by the Head of State and
Government of each member country of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (referred
to in this section as “NATO”) in the Hague
Summit Declaration of June 25, 2025, includ-
ing the target of investing 5 percent of gross
domestic product (referred to in this section
as “GDP”’) to defense spending by 2035 and
related implementation and accountability
measures.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) In 2014, the Heads of State and Govern-
ment of each member country of NATO re-
newed their earlier commitment to invest 2
percent of their national GDP to defense
spending to help ensure the continued mili-
tary readiness of NATO.

finds the fol-
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(2) NATO considers the 2 percent commit-
ment as a floor and not a ceiling for what
member countries of NATO have committed
to invest in their national defense efforts.

(3) The current global security environ-
ment has caused the current leadership of
NATO and the United States to consider
raising this commitment even higher.

(4) In 2024, 23 of the 31 member countries
spent at least 2 percent of their GDP on na-
tional defense.

(5) Since the year 2000, NATO has lost al-
most  $2,000,000,000,000 in mutual defense
spending capability from member countries
not meeting the commitment of 2 percent of
their GDP towards defense.

(6) On June 25, 2025, at the NATO Summit
in The Hague, the Head of State and Govern-
ment of each member country of NATO
adopted an ambitious new defense invest-
ment schedule and commitment to increase
total national defense and security-related
spending to 5 percent of GDP by 2035.

(7) The NATO defense investment commit-
ments adopted at the NATO Summit in The
Hague in June 2025 comprise 2 essential cat-
egories of investment, which are the fol-
lowing:

(A) At least 3.5 percent of GDP annually by
2035 will be allocated, based on the agreed
NATO definition, to resource core defense re-
quirements and meet NATO capability tar-
gets; and

(B) One and one-half percent of GDP annu-
ally may be allocated to protect critical in-
frastructure, defend cyber and digital net-
works, ensure civil preparedness and resil-
ience, unleash innovation, and strengthen
defense industrial capacity.

(8) The NATO defense investment commit-
ments adopted at the NATO Summit in The
Hague in June 2025 require member coun-
tries—

(A) to submit annual national plans show-
ing a credible, incremental path to meet the
spending commitments;

(B) to conduct, in 2029, a review to assess
the trajectory and balance of spending in
light of evolving strategic conditions and up-
dated NATO capability targets; and

(C) to reaffirm sovereign commitments to
the defense of Ukraine, including direct con-
tribution to the armed forces and industrial
base of Ukraine, which may be counted to-
ward the defense spending total of each
member country.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) a citizen of a member country of NATO
that has not met the applicable defense in-
vestment benchmarks should not be eligible
to serve in senior leadership positions of
NATO, including—

(A) the Secretary General of NATO;

(B) the Deputy Secretary General of
NATO;

(C) any Assistant Secretaries General of
NATO;

(D) the NATO Spokesperson; and

(E) any uniformed command billet at or
above the OF-7 level (2-star equivalent); and

(2) any member country of NATO that does
not met the applicable defense investment
benchmarks in the preceding fiscal year
should not be permitted to host any high-
profile NATO events, including—

(A) NATO Summits;

(B) meetings of NATO Foreign or Defense
Ministers;

(C) NATO Parliamentary Assembly ses-
sions;

(D) NATO Youth Summits; and

(E) other formal gatherings of ministerial
or strategic significance that confer prestige
or economic benefit.

(3) any member country of NATO that fails
to demonstrate measurable annual progress
toward NATO defense investment commit-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ments should be subject to the same restric-
tions described in paragraphs (1) and (2).

(d) DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT.—The Presi-
dent shall direct the United States Perma-
nent Representative to NATO to use the
voice, vote, and influence of the United
States at NATO—

(1) to advocate for full integration of the
NATO defense investment commitments into
the personnel and venue selection processes
of NATO;

(2) to withhold support of the United
States for any nomination or appointment to
a senior leadership position of NATO sub-
mitted by a country that is not in compli-
ance with applicable defense investment
benchmarks; and

(3) to oppose proposals to host NATO Sum-
mits or other ministerial events in countries
that have failed to meet the applicable de-
fense investment benchmarks in the pre-
ceding fiscal year.

SA 3519. Mr. CORNYN (for himself
and Mr. PETERS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 881. AGENCY USE OF IT PRODUCTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AUTHORIZED RESELLER.—The term ‘‘au-
thorized reseller’” means a reseller, after
market manufacturer, supplier, or dis-
tributor of a covered product with a direct or
prime contractual arrangement with, or the
express written authority of, the original
equipment manufacturer of the covered
product to manufacture, buy, stock, repack-
age, sell, resell, repair, service, otherwise
support, or distribute the covered product.

(2) COVERED PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘covered
product”—

(A) means an information and communica-
tions technology end-use hardware product
or component, including software and
firmware that comprise the end-use hard-
ware product or component; and

(B) does not include—

(i) other software; or

(ii) an end-use hardware product—

(I) in which there is embedded information
and communications technology; and

(II) the principal function of which is not
the creation, manipulation, storage, display,
receipt, or transmission of electronic data
and information.

(3) END-USE PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘end-use
product’” means a product ready for use by
the maintainer, integrator, or end user of
the product.

(4) INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘information and com-
munications technology’’—

(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 4713 of title 41, United States Code; and

(B) includes information and communica-
tions technologies covered by definitions
contained in the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion, including definitions added after the
date of the enactment of this Act by the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulatory Council pursu-
ant to notice and comment.

(6) ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER.—
The term ‘‘original equipment manufac-
turer’” means a company that manufactures
a covered product that the company—

(A) designed from self-sourced or pur-
chased components; and
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(B) sells under the name of the company.

(b) PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND
UskE.—Subject to subsection (¢) and notwith-
standing sections 1905 through 1907 of title
41, United States Code, the Secretary of De-
fense may not procure or obtain, renew a
contract to procure or obtain, or use a cov-
ered product that is procured from an entity
other than—

(1) an original equipment manufacturer; or

(2) an authorized reseller.

(c) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon notice to congres-
sional defense committees, the Secretary of
Defense may waive the prohibition under
subsection (b) with respect to a covered prod-
uct if the Secretary determines that pro-
curing, obtaining, or using the covered prod-
uct is necessary—

(A) for the purpose of scientifically valid
research (as defined in section 102 the Edu-
cation Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (20 U.S.C.
9501)); or

(B) to avoid jeopardizing the performance
of mission critical functions.

(2) NOTICE.—The notice described in para-
graph (1)—

(A) shall—

(i) specify, with respect to the waiver
under paragraph (1)—

(I) the justification for the waiver;

(IT) any security mitigations that have
been implemented; and

(IIT) with respect to a waiver that neces-
sitates a security mitigation, the plan of ac-
tion and milestones to avoid future waivers
for subsequent similar purchases; and

(ii) provide a declaration that covered
product is not being purchased from an enti-
ty that is under the influence or control of a
foreign adversary; and

(iii) be submitted in an unclassified form;
and

(B) may include a classified annex.

(3) DURATION.—With respect to a waiver for
the purpose of research, as described in para-
graph (1)(A), the waiver shall be effective for
the duration of the research identified in the
waiver.

(d) VENDOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The
Secretary of Defense shall establish procure-
ment guidance to provide assistance to enti-
ties that are not eligible for procurements of
covered products due to the prohibition
under subsection (b) on the process of becom-
ing an authorized reseller for covered prod-
ucts.

(e) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter until the date that is 6 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report that pro-
vides—

(A) the number and types of covered prod-
ucts for which a waiver under subsection
(c)(1) was granted during the 1l-year period
preceding the date of the submission of the
report;

(B) the legal authority under which each
waiver described in subparagraph (A) was
granted, such as whether the waiver was
granted pursuant to subparagraph (A) or (B)
of subsection (¢)(1); and

(C) any actions taken by the Secretary to
reduce the number of waivers issued by the
Department of Defense under subsection
(c)(1) with the goal of achieving full compli-
ance with the prohibition under subsection
(0).

(2) CLASSIFICATION OF REPORT.—Each report
submitted under this subsection—

(A) shall be submitted in unclassified form;
and
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(B) may include a classified annex that
contains the information described in para-
graph (1)(B).

(f) No NEW FuNDS.—No additional amounts
are authorized to be appropriated for the
purpose of carrying out this section.

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect on the date that is 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act.

SA 3520. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. 2 . IMPLEMENTATION OF PROPOSAL OF
TEST AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
CENTER FOR DESERT MOUNTAIN
CORRIDOR.

The Secretary of Defense shall proceed
with implementation of the proposal of the
Test and Resource Management Center for
the Desert Mountain Corridor.

SA 3521. Mr. KELLY (for himself and
Mr. GALLEGO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XV, add
the following:

SEC. 1508. ENHANCEMENT OF SPACE DOMAIN
AWARENESS THROUGH GROUND-
BASED SENSOR DEVELOPMENT.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the expansion of space domain aware-
ness infrastructure, including advanced
ground-based optical sensing capabilities, is
essential to the operational testing and
training architecture of the Space Force; and

(2) collaboration with academic institu-
tions is critical to advancing electro-optical
sensor research and development in support
of national security objectives.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a
report on efforts by the Space Force to ex-
pand space domain awareness infrastructure.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include, at a minimum—

(A) a description of current and planned in-
frastructure, equipment, and capability ex-
pansions;

(B) a summary of current and planned en-
gagement with institutions of higher edu-
cation that possess demonstrated expertise
in space domain awareness, including
electro-optical sensor development, tasking
algorithms, and automation frameworks;
and

(C) an assessment of the ability to inte-
grate research and development from aca-
demic partners into operational testing and
training environments in support of space
domain awareness objectives.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SA 3522. Mr. KELLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 350. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN AIRCRAFT
FROM THE NAVY TO THE NATIONAL
NAVAL AVIATION MUSEUM IN PEN-
SACOLA, FLORIDA.

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Navy
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) may transfer (by sale, gift, or other-
wise, including by loan) to the National
Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, Flor-
ida (in this section referred to as the ‘“Mu-
seum’’), all right, title, and interest of the
United States in one or more F-14 Tomcat
aircraft currently in the custody of the De-
partment of the Navy or the Department of
Defense, on such terms and conditions as the
Secretary considers appropriate, which may
include requirements for demilitarization
and indemnification and may restrict further
disposition or use.

(b) AGREEMENTS FOR RESTORATION AND OP-
ERATION.—The Secretary may authorize the
Museum to enter into agreements with
qualified nonprofit organizations for the pur-
pose of restoring and operating aircraft
transferred under subsection (a) for public
display, airshows, and commemorative
events to preserve naval aviation heritage.

(c) CONVEYANCE AT NO COST TO THE UNITED
STATES.—The conveyance of an aircraft
under subsection (a) shall be made at no cost
to the United States. Any costs associated
with such conveyance, costs of determining
compliance with terms of the conveyance,
and costs of operation and maintenance of
the aircraft conveyed shall be borne by the
Museum.

SA 3523. Mr. KAINE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1265. SUPPORT FOR AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) In September, 2021, the leaders of Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States announced a trilateral security part-
nership (commonly known as ‘“‘AUKUS”) to
strengthen the ability of each country to
support common security and defense inter-
ests and build upon longstanding and ongo-
ing bilateral ties.

(2) For more than a century, the countries
of AUKUS have stood shoulder-to-shoulder,
along with other allies and partners, to help
sustain peace, stability, and prosperity
around the world, including in the Indo-Pa-
cific region, and believed in a world that pro-
tects freedom and respects human rights, the
rule of law, the independence of sovereign
states, and the rules-based international
order.
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(3) The United States has brought into
force a mutual defense agreement with Aus-
tralia, which was modeled on the 1958 bilat-
eral mutual defense agreement with the
United Kingdom, for the sole purpose of fa-
cilitating the transfer of naval nuclear pro-
pulsion technology to Australia.

(4) Congress, on a strong bipartisan basis,
endorsed the AUKUS partnership by author-
izing the transfer of Virginia-class sub-
marines from the United States under sec-
tion 1352 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10431).

(5) As part of the AUKUS partnership, Aus-
tralia has already contributed $550,000,000
out of a commitment of $3,000,000,000 for the
expansion of the submarine industrial base
of the United States.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the AUKUS partnership will promote
deeper information and technology sharing,
foster deeper integration of security and de-
fense-related science and technology, the in-
dustrial base, and the supply chains of each
country, and significantly deepen coopera-
tion on a range of security and defense capa-
bilities;

(2) the AUKUS partnership is integral to
the national security of the United States,
will increase the capabilities of the United
States and allies in the undersea domain of
the Indo-Pacific region, and will lead to the
development of cutting-edge military capa-
bilities while the transfer of conventionally
armed, nuclear-powered submarines to Aus-
tralia—

(A) will position the United States and its
allies to better deter aggression by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in the Indo-Pacific
region; and

(B) will be safely implemented in accord-
ance with the highest non-proliferation
standards in alignment with—

(i) safeguards established by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; and

(ii) the Additional Protocol to the Agree-
ment between Australia and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency for the ap-
plication of safeguards in connection with
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons, done at Vienna September 23,
1997;

(3) working with the United Kingdom and
Australia to develop and provide joint ad-
vanced military capabilities to promote se-
curity and stability in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion will have tangible impacts on the effec-
tiveness of the United States military world-
wide; and

(4) it is vital to the national security of the
United States to expand the capabilities of
the submarine industrial base of the United
States, and AUKUS is a significant compo-
nent of the expansion.

(c) STATEMENT OF PoLIcYy.—It is the policy
of the United States—

(1) to continue to fully support the AUKUS
partnership and the commitment to transfer
Virginia-class nuclear-powered submarines
to Australia at the earliest practicable op-
portunity;

(2) to fully support the provision of suffi-
cient and appropriate funds to enhance the
domestic submarine industrial base and in-
crease the production of Virginia-class nu-
clear-powered submarines to meet the goals
and objectives of the AUKUS partnership;

(3) for the Department of Defense and the
Department of State to continue to engage
and consult with the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate before mak-
ing any decision to change the AUKUS part-
nership;

(4) for the President to reaffirm the
AUKUS partnership in all aspects; and
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(5) for the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of State to engage in immediate
and continuing consultations with the Gov-
ernment of Australia and the Government of
the United Kingdom regarding review of any
part of the AUKUS partnership by the
United States.

SA 3524. Ms. WARREN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. MAINTENANCE OF LOCATOR SYSTEM
FOR ALIENS HELD AT INSTALLA-
TIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) LOCATOR SYSTEM.—With respect to any
installation of the Department of Defense at
which aliens are held on behalf of the De-
partment of Homeland Security at any loca-
tion, the Secretary of Defense shall maintain
a record locator system, with updates every
24 hours, listing—

(1) the location where each alien is being
held;

(2) the date on which the alien was taken
into custody; and

(3) the name, age, and gender of the alien.

(b) ALIEN DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘alien”” has the meaning given that
term in section 101 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

SA 3525. Ms. WARREN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR
TRANSPORT OF INDIVIDUALS TO
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION,
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA, FOR DE-
TENTION, IMPRISONMENT, OR RE-
MOVAL PURPOSES.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no amounts authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for the
Department of Defense may be used to trans-
fer, or to support the transfer of, any indi-
vidual from the United States to United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, for the purpose of detention, imprison-
ment, or removal from the United States.

SA 3526. Ms. WARREN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
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SEC. 1067. SUBMISSION AND PUBLICATION OF
STANDARDS FOR DETENTION AND
RULES FOR USE OF FORCE APPLICA-
BLE TO INSTALLATIONS OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE WHERE ALIENS
ARE HELD.

(a) SUBMISSION AND PUBLICATION OF STAND-
ARDS.—Not later than 30 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives any standards for
detention and rules for the use of force appli-
cable to installations of the Department of
Defense where aliens are held and publish on
a publicly available website any unclassified
information relating to such standards and
rules.

(b) ALIEN DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘alien’ has the meaning given that
term in section 101 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

SA 3527. Ms. WARREN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 350. LIMITATION ON USE OF INSTALLATIONS
OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO
HOLD ALIENS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of a mili-
tary department may not undertake an oper-
ation under which an installation of the De-
partment of Defense under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary is made available for holding
aliens, regardless of the authority under
which the aliens are to be held, unless the
Secretary, not later than seven days after
commencing the operation—

(1) certifies to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives that the operation does not un-
dermine the budget, readiness, or morale of
the Department of Defense;

(2) provides a detailed explanation sup-
porting the certification under paragraph (1),
including an explanation of why the installa-
tion is involved in the operation; and

(3) makes the certification under para-
graph (1) and the explanation under para-
graph (2) available to the public.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR HOLDING ALIENS.—
For any installation of the Department of
Defense at which aliens are held at any loca-
tion, the Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) maintain a record locator system, with
updates every 24 hours, listing the location
where each alien is being held, the date on
which the alien was taken into custody, and
the age and gender of the alien;

(2) ensure detention standards applicable
to facilities of U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement are upheld at the installa-
tion, regardless of whether the installation
is operated by a contractor, including by
having the same or greater access to visita-
tion and phone calls by legal representatives,
legal assistants, and family;

(3) arrange inspections, not less frequently
than monthly, conducted by the Office of In-
spector General of the Department of De-
fense or another independent watchdog
under which the Inspector General, or other
independent watchdog, may physically ac-
cess any portion of the installation where
aliens are held, interview aliens, and access
official records regarding the aliens; and

(4) train all personnel of the Department of
Defense stationed at the installation on—
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(A) the Standing Rules for the Use of
Force;

(B) restrictions on activities of such per-
sonnel related to engagement in civilian law
enforcement activities; and

(C) any other restrictions on interactions
with aliens held at the installation.

(c) RECOURSE.—Any individual or State
harmed by a violation of this section may
bring an action in an appropriate district
court of the United States to obtain appro-
priate injunctive relief.

(d) ALIEN DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘alien” has the meaning given that
term in section 101 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

SA 3528. Mr. BOOKER (for himself
and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. PILOT PROGRAM ON DOULA SUPPORT
FOR VETERANS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) There are approximately 2,100,000
women within the veteran population in the
United States, the fastest growing demo-
graphic group of veterans.

(2) By 2020, the proportion of all women
veterans using health care from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs grew to 28 percent
from 17 percent in 2010.

(3) During the period of 2010 through 2020,
the number of women veterans using health
care from the Department nearly doubled,
from 316,961 to 556,135.

(4) In 2025, there are more than 600,000
women receiving health care from the De-
partment.

(5) Although prenatal care and delivery is
not provided in facilities of the Department,
pregnant women seeking care from the De-
partment for other conditions may also need
emergency care and require coordination of
services through the Veterans Community
Care Program under section 1703 of title 38,
United States Code.

(6) The number of women veteran patients
with obstetric deliveries paid for by the De-
partment increased to more than 5,500 in fis-
cal year 2019, triple the number of such pa-
tients in fiscal year 2009, and 22 times the
number from fiscal year 1999.

(7) Notably, a quarter of the deliveries
specified in paragraph (5) from fiscal year
2019 were among veterans of advanced mater-
nal age (35 years old or older) and a quarter
were among Black or African American vet-
erans, both groups known to experience
higher risk of severe maternal morbidity.

(8) A study in 2010 found that veterans re-
turning from Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iraqi Freedom who experi-
enced pregnancy were twice as likely to have
a diagnosis of depression, anxiety,
posttraumatic stress disorder, bipolar dis-
order, or schizophrenia as those who had not
experienced a pregnancy.

(9) The number of women veterans of re-
productive age seeking care from the Depart-
ment continues to grow (more than 228,000 as
of fiscal year 2020).

(b) PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,

finds the fol-
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the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall es-
tablish a pilot program to furnish doula serv-
ices to covered veterans through eligible en-
tities by expanding the Whole Health model
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, or
successor model, to measure the impact that
doula support services have on birth and
mental health outcomes of pregnant vet-
erans (in this section referred to as the
“‘pilot program’’).

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In carrying out the
pilot program, the Secretary shall consider
all types of doulas, including traditional and
community-based doulas.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In designing and imple-
menting the pilot program, the Secretary
shall consult with stakeholders, including—

(A) organizations representing veterans,
including veterans that are disproportion-
ately impacted by poor maternal health out-
comes;

(B) community-based health care profes-
sionals, including doulas, and other stake-
holders; and

(C) experts in promoting health equity and
combating racial bias in health care set-
tings.

(4) GoALS.—The goals of the pilot program
are the following:

(A) To improve—

(i) maternal, mental health, and infant
care outcomes;

(ii) integration of doula support services
into the Whole Health model of the Depart-
ment, or successor model; and

(iii) the experience of women receiving ma-
ternity care from the Department, including
by increasing the ability of a woman to de-
velop and follow her own birthing plan.

(B) To reengage veterans with the Depart-
ment after giving birth.

(¢) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program in—

(1) the three Veterans Integrated Service
Networks of the Department that have the
highest percentage of female veterans en-
rolled in the patient enrollment system of
the Department established and operated
under section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code, compared to the total number
of enrolled veterans in such Network;

(2) the three Veterans Integrated Service
Networks that have the lowest percentage of
female veterans enrolled in the patient en-
rollment system compared to the total num-
ber of enrolled veterans in such Network;
and

(3) at least one Veterans Integrated Serv-
ices Network—

(A) located in or serving a Frontier State
(as defined in section 1886(d)(3)(E)(iii)(II) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395ww(d)(3)(E)(iii)(I1))) where more than Y3
of the population lives in frontier land; and

(B) serving populations experiencing high-
er average risk and prevalence for maternal
mental health disorders, including American
Indian or Alaska Native veterans.

(d) OPEN PARTICIPATION.—The Secretary
shall allow any eligible entity or covered
veteran interested in participating in the
pilot program to participate in the pilot pro-
gram.

(e) SERVICES PROVIDED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the pilot program,
a covered veteran shall receive not more
than 10 sessions of care from a doula under
the Whole Health model of the Department,
or successor model, under which a doula
works as an advocate for the veteran along-
side the medical team for the veteran.

(2) SESSIONS.—Sessions covered under para-
graph (1) shall be as follows:

(A) Three or four sessions before labor and
delivery.

(B) One session during labor and delivery.
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(C) Three or four sessions after post-
partum, which may be conducted via the mo-
bile application for VA Video Connect.

(f) ADMINISTRATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Women’s
Health of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, or successor office (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘““‘Office’’), shall—

(A) coordinate services and activities
under the pilot program;

(B) oversee the administration of the pilot
program; and

(C) conduct onsite assessments of medical
facilities of the Department that are partici-
pating in the pilot program.

(2) GUIDELINES FOR VETERAN-SPECIFIC
CARE.—The Office shall establish guidelines
under the pilot program for training doulas
on military sexual trauma and post trau-
matic stress disorder.

(3) AMOUNTS FOR CARE.—The Office may
recommend to the Secretary appropriate
payment amounts for care and services pro-
vided under the pilot program, which shall
not exceed $3,500 per doula per veteran.

(g) DOULA SERVICE COORDINATOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Office, shall establish a
Doula Service Coordinator within the func-
tions of the Maternity Care Coordinator at
each medical facility of the Department that
is participating in the pilot program.

(2) DUTIES.—A Doula Service Coordinator
established under paragraph (1) at a medical
facility shall be responsible for—

(A) working with eligible entities, doulas,
and covered veterans participating in the
pilot program; and

(B) managing payment between eligible en-
tities and the Department under the pilot
program.

(3) TRACKING OF INFORMATION.—A doula
providing services under the pilot program
shall report to the applicable Doula Service
Coordinator after each session conducted
under the pilot program.

(4) COORDINATION WITH WOMEN’S PROGRAM
MANAGER.—A Doula Service Coordinator for
a medical facility of the Department shall
coordinate with the women’s program man-
ager for that facility in carrying out the du-
ties of the Doula Service Coordinator under
the pilot program.

(h) TERM OF PILOT PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary shall conduct the pilot program for a
period of five years.

(1) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall establish a process to provide technical
assistance to eligible entities and doulas par-
ticipating in the pilot program.

(j) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for each year in
which the pilot program is carried out, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the pilot pro-
gram.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—As part of the final re-
port submitted under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall include recommendations on
whether the model studied in the pilot pro-
gram should be continued or more widely
adopted by the Department.

(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary, for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2031, such sums as may be necessary
to carry out this section.

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED VETERAN.—The term ‘‘covered
veteran’ means a pregnant veteran or a for-
merly pregnant veteran (with respect to ses-
sions post-partum) who is enrolled in the pa-
tient enrollment system of the Department
of Veterans Affairs established and operated
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under section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity” means an entity that provides medi-
cally accurate, comprehensive maternity
services to covered veterans under the laws
administered by the Secretary, including
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

(3) VA VIDEO CONNECT.—The term ‘VA
Video Connect’” means the program of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to connect
veterans with their health care team from
anywhere, using encryption to ensure a se-
cure and private session.

SA 3529. Mr. BOOKER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following:

SEC. 724. MODIFICATION OF ANNUAL REPORT ON
SUICIDE AMONG MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

Section T741(a)(2) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Pub-
lic Law 116-92; 133 Stat. 1467), as amended by
section 736(2)(B) of the Servicemember Qual-
ity of Life Improvement and National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025
(Public Law 118-159), is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (I)
through (M) as subparagraphs (K) through
(0), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (H) the
following new subparagraphs:

“(I) An of analysis of Defense Organiza-
tional Climate Surveys (DEOCSs) and De-
fense Organizational Climate Pulses (DOCPs)
for reporting organizations with suicides
identified under subparagraph (A), to iden-
tify the percentage of organizations with re-
ported suicidal events that also had one or
more unfavorable command climate factor
ratings.

‘“(J) A comparison of the percentage of un-
favorable command climate factor ratings in
organizations described in subparagraph (I)
to the military departments at large.”.

SA 3530. Mr. BOOKER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. FAIRNESS IN ISSUANCE OF TACTICAL

EQUIPMENT TO DIPLOMATIC SECU-
RITY SERVICE PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In any instance when the
Diplomatic Security Service of the Depart-
ment of State issues tactical gear to Special
Agents, uniform division officers, or personal
service contractors, the Service must, when-
ever such products are commercially avail-
able, provide both men’s and women’s sizing
options.

(b) TACTICAL EQUIPMENT DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘tactical equipment” in-
cludes, among other items, ballistic plates,
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ballistic plate carriers, helmets, media jack-
ets, tactical pants, and gloves.

SA 3531. Mr. BOOKER (for himself
and Mr. MORAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230B. MODIFICATION TO WAIVERS OF LIMI-
TATIONS ON TRANSFER OF ARTI-
CLES ON UNITED STATES MUNI-
TIONS LIST TO REPUBLIC OF CY-
PRUS.

(a) EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN SECURITY AND
ENERGY PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 2019.—Section
205(d)(2) of the Eastern Mediterranean Secu-
rity and Energy Partnership Act of 2019
(Public Law 116-94; 133 Stat. 3052), is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘one fiscal year’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘three fiscal years’.

(b) NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020.—Section 1250A(d)(2) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2373 note), is
amended by striking ‘‘one fiscal year’” and
inserting ‘‘three fiscal years’.

SA 3532. Mr. BOOKER (for himself
and Mr. MORAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230B. MODIFICATION TO WAIVERS OF LIMI-
TATIONS ON TRANSFER OF ARTI-
CLES ON UNITED STATES MUNI-
TIONS LIST TO REPUBLIC OF CY-
PRUS.

(a) EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN SECURITY AND
ENERGY PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 2019.—Section
205(d)(2) of the Eastern Mediterranean Secu-
rity and Emnergy Partnership Act of 2019
(Public Law 116-94; 133 Stat. 3052), is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘one fiscal year’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘five fiscal years”.

(b) NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020.—Section 1250A(d)(2) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2373 note), is
amended by striking ‘‘one fiscal year’ and
inserting ‘‘five fiscal years’.

SA 3533. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:
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SEC. . PLAN TO ESTABLISH A MEMORIAL
RELATING TO THE MID-AIR COLLI-
SION BETWEEN AMERICAN AIRLINES
FLIGHT 5342 AND UNITED STATES
ARMY AVIATION BRIGADE PRIORITY
AIR TRANSPORT 25 ON JANUARY 29,
2025.

(a) In General.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation (in this section referred to as the
‘‘Secretary’’) shall develop a plan to estab-
lish a memorial honoring—

(1) the individuals that perished as a result
of the mid-air collision between American
Airlines Flight 5342 and United States Army
Aviation Brigade Priority Air Transport 25
on January 29, 2025; and

(2) the Federal, State, and local agencies
who assisted in the rescue, recovery, and
post-incident investigation related to such
mid-air collision.

(b) Consultation.—In developing the plan
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
consult with—

(1) the Secretary of the Army;

(2) the Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority;

(3) representatives from the families of
those who perished as a result of the mid-air
collision described in subsection (a); and

(4) other individuals or entities determined
appropriate by the Secretary.

SA 3534. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . PAYMENTS FOR LEASE OF MEtRO-
POLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS.

Section 49104(b) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(b) Payments.—Under the lease, the Air-
ports Authority must pay to the general
fund of the Treasury annually an amount,
computed using the GNP Price Deflator—

‘(1) during the period from 1987 to 2026,
equal to $3,000,000 in 1987 dollars; and

‘(2) for 2027 and subsequent years, equal to
$15,000,000 in 2027 dollars.”.

SA 3535. Mr. SCOTT of Florida sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL OF THE BOARD
OF GOVERNORS OF THE FEDERAL
RESERVE SYSTEM AND THE BUREAU
OF CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTEC-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 4 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 401—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection,” after ‘‘National Security
Agency,”’; and
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(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘the
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System;” after ‘‘National
Security Agency;”’;

(2) in section 415—

(A) in subsection (a)(1)(A), by striking ‘‘the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection,”’;

(B) in subsection (c), by striking the third
and fourth sentences; and

(C) in subsection (g)—

(i) by striking paragraph (3); and

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3);

(3) in section 418, by striking ‘‘or 421 and
inserting ‘421, or 425’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:
“§425. Special provisions concerning the

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve

System and the Bureau of Consumer Finan-

cial Protection

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection shall have all of the au-
thorities and responsibilities provided by
this chapter—

‘(1) with respect to the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection, as if the Bureau
were part of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System; and

‘“(2) with respect to a Federal reserve bank
without the permission of the Federal re-
serve bank.

““(b) RELATIONSHIP TO DEPARTMENT OF
TREASURY.—The provisions of subsection (a)
of section 412 of this title (other than the
provisions of subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and
(E) of subsection (a)(1) of section 412 of this
title) shall apply to the Inspector General of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection and the Chairman of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System in the same manner as such
provisions apply to the Inspector General of
the Department of the Treasury and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, respectively.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 4 of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 424
the following:
¢“425. Special provisions concerning the

Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System and the
Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection.”.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
January 31, 2029.

SA 3536. Mr. SCOTT of Florida sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL OF THE BOARD
OF GOVERNORS OF THE FEDERAL
RESERVE SYSTEM AND THE BUREAU
OF CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTEC-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 4 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 401—
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(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection,” after ‘‘National Security
Agency,”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘the
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System;” after ‘‘National
Security Agency;’’;

(2) in section 415—

(A) in subsection (a)(1)(A), by striking ‘‘the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection,’’;

(B) in subsection (c), by striking the third
and fourth sentences; and

(C) in subsection (g)—

(i) by striking paragraph (3); and

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3);

(3) in section 418, by striking ‘‘or 421"’ and
inserting ‘421, or 425’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:
“§425. Special provisions concerning the

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve

System and the Bureau of Consumer Finan-

cial Protection

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection shall have all of the au-
thorities and responsibilities provided by
this chapter—

‘(1) with respect to the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection, as if the Bureau
were part of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System; and

‘(2) with respect to a Federal reserve bank
without the permission of the Federal re-
serve bank.

“(b) RELATIONSHIP TO DEPARTMENT OF
TREASURY.—The provisions of subsection (a)
of section 412 of this title (other than the
provisions of subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and
(E) of subsection (a)(1) of section 412 of this
title) shall apply to the Inspector General of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection and the Chairman of
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System in the same manner as such
provisions apply to the Inspector General of
the Department of the Treasury and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, respectively.”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 4 of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 424
the following:

‘425, Special provisions concerning the
Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System and the
Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection.”.

SA 3537. Mr. LANKFORD submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle F of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . CUSTOMS ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘““Creating Uniform Security and
Transit Over Migratory Sectors Act’ or the
“CUSTOMS Act”.

(b) PORT MODERNIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 411(o) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
211(0)) is amended—
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(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘(3) TRANSFERRING CUSTODY OF ALL LAND
PORTS OF ENTRY ALONG INTERNATIONAL BOR-
DERS OF THE UNITED STATES TO U.S. CUSTOMS
AND BORDER PROTECTION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of the enactment of the CUS-
TOMS Act, the Administrator of General
Services shall transfer custody of all land
ports of entry along United States inter-
national borders to the Secretary.

¢‘(B) PROCEDURE FOR TRANSFERAL.—

‘(1) SUBMISSION OF SITE INFORMATION TO
SECRETARY.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of the CUSTOMS
Act, the Administrator of General Services
shall submit to the Secretary—

‘“(I) detailed information regarding the
sites of each land port of entry along any
United States international border;

‘“(IT) a current list of the Federal personnel
who are stationed at the sites referred to in
subclause (I), disaggregated by site and Fed-
eral department or agency;

‘“(III) a current list of the General Services
Administration personnel and Federal con-
tractors assigned to each General Services
Administration Region containing a site re-
ferred to in subclause (I);

“(IV) the performance evaluations of the
personnel and contractors referred to in sub-
clause (III), to the extent available, for most
recent 3-year period;

(V) any draft or executed memoranda of
understanding with other Federal depart-
ments or agencies regarding the mainte-
nance of the sites referred to in subclause (I),
or portions of such sites;

“(VI) any draft or executed lease contract
and offers of the sites referred to in sub-
clause (I), or portions of such sites; and

‘(VII) any planned or ongoing mainte-
nance projects for each site referred to in
subclause (I), including the timelines, budg-
ets, memoranda of understanding, scoping
documents, technical specifications, con-
tracting actions, and review materials for
such projects.

¢‘(i1) SITE TRANSFERAL TIMELINE.—

“(I) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of the CUSTOMS Act, the Administrator of
General Services and the Secretary shall
jointly submit, to the appropriate congres-
sional committees—

‘“(aa) a timeline for the transferal of each
site referred to in clause (i)(I); and

‘“(bb) the information described in sub-
clauses (IT) through (VI) of clause (i).

‘(II) PUBLICATION IN FEDERAL REGISTER.—Not
later than 3 days after the submission re-
ferred to in subclause (I), the Secretary shall
publish the timeline referred to in item (aa)
of such subclause in the Federal Register.

“(iii) JOINT CUSTODY OF SITES.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of the CUSTOMS Act, the Administrator of
General Services and the Secretary shall—

‘“(I) assume joint custody of the sites re-
ferred to in clause (i)(I); and

“(II) jointly publish notice of such joint
custody in the Federal Register.

“(iv) INTERIM MANAGEMENT.—During the
period beginning on the date on which notice
is published pursuant to clause (iii)(II) and
ending on the date on which the Secretary
assumes full custody of all of the sites re-
ferred to in clause (i)(I)—

‘“(I) the Secretary shall have the primary
jurisdiction to manage such sites; and

‘(IT) the Administrator of General Services
shall serve as an advisor in the management
of such sites for the pendency of the trans-
feral described in this paragraph.
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‘‘(v) PROCEDURES; MANAGEMENT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of the CUSTOMS Act, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of General
Services, shall—

““(I) establish procedures for assuming cus-
tody and managing each site referred to in
clause (i)(I) to the current standard of the
General Services Administration or the in-
dustry to prevent U.S. Customs and Border
Protection from incurring additional ex-
penses upon transfer of custody;

“(IT) establish dispute resolution proce-
dures for any conflict regarding the manage-
ment of space or personnel at a site referred
to in clause (i)(I) in which 2 or more Federal
departments or agencies occupy space as ten-
ants;

‘“(III) establish an office within U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection for managing re-
lationships and serving as a liaison with any
Federal, State, local, tribal, territorial, or
international entity with whom the Admin-
istrator of General Services previously
interacted in carrying out the Administra-
tor’s management duties of the sites referred
to in clause (i)(1);

“(IV) establish an office within U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection for managing
contracting actions, leasing execution, and
title acquisitions regarding such sites, in-
cluding maintenance and modernization
projects; and

(V) establish interagency agreements
with occupying agencies to reimburse U.S.
Customs and Border Protection for any di-
rect costs incurred for such occupying agen-
cy’s presence at land ports of entry that are
under the custody and control of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection.

“(vi) DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF GEN-
ERAL SERVICES.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of the CUS-
TOMS Act, the Administrator of General
Services shall—

““(I) at each port of entry being transferred
from the Administrator to the Secretary, de-
velop a list of—

‘‘(aa) the existing environmental contami-
nation at each port of entry, if applicable;

‘“‘(bb) the deferred maintenance projects at
each port of entry, if applicable;

‘‘(cc) the ongoing land acquisition actions
at each port of entry, if applicable;

‘(dd) the ongoing construction projects at
each port of entry, if applicable;

‘‘(ee) any donation under the Port of Entry
donation authority described in section 482
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 301a) that the Administrator had been
evaluating based on the criteria described in
such section;

‘“(ff) any other item that could delay the
transfer of each port of entry from the Ad-
ministrator to the Secretary; and

‘‘(gg) all rent charges collected for existing
fiscal year as outlined on the GSA rent bill,
to include an ongoing modernization funds
and reimbursable work authorizations in
progress; and

‘“(IT) provide the list developed pursuant to
subclause (I) to the Secretary and to the ap-
propriate congressional committees.

“(vil) MONTHLY STATUS REPORTS.—Begin-
ning on the date that is 30 days after the
date on which the procedures and offices
have been established pursuant to clause (v),
the Secretary and the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall jointly provide monthly
status reports to the appropriate congres-
sional committees regarding the implemen-
tation of such procedures and the operations
of such offices.

‘‘(viii) NoTicEs.—During the period begin-
ning on the date that is 180 days after the
date of the enactment of the CUSTOMS Act
and ending on the date that is 5 years after
such date of enactment, the Secretary shall
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notify the appropriate congressional com-
mittees whenever the Secretary assumes sole
custody of a site referred to in clause (i)(I)
and publish such notice in the Federal Reg-
ister.

‘(ix) COMPLETE TRANSFERAL.—Not later
than 5 years after the date of the enactment
of the CUSTOMS Act, the Secretary shall as-
sume sole custody of every site referred to in
clause (1)(I).

¢‘(C) PERSONNEL ACTIONS.—

‘(1) DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY.—Subject to
clause (ii), during the pendency of the period
described in subparagraph (B) and for the fol-
lowing 3 fiscal years, the Secretary, or his or
her designee, without regard to the provi-
sions of subchapter I of chapter 33 of title 5,
United States Code (other than sections 3303
and 3328 of such chapter), may appoint quali-
fied candidates to any position required—

“(I) to carry out this paragraph; and

““(IT) to manage the sites referred to in sub-
paragraph (B)(i)(I).

‘‘(ii) CONDITIONS ON USE OF DIRECT HIRE AU-
THORITY.—

‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Before using the direct
hire authority described in clause (i), the
Secretary, or a designee of the Secretary,
shall review and consider existing personnel
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to ad-
dress staffing requirements prior to exer-
cising the direct hire authority. If gaps still
exist, the process shall include interviewing
each individual included in the list required
under subparagraph (B)(i)(III) who received a
pass or exemplary performance review dur-
ing the period described in such subpara-
graph.

“(II) APPROPRIATIONS.—The Administrator
of General Services may transfer funds ap-
propriated for the General Services Adminis-
tration to U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion for salaries and expenses of personnel
and contractors of the General Services Ad-
ministration considered for direct hire au-
thority by the Secretary under this subpara-
graph.

‘(D) EXPEDITED CONTRACTING.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a streamlined approval
process for expediting contracts and inter-
agency agreements to carry out this para-
graph.

“(E) ASSUMPTION OF CUSTODY BY U.S. CUS-
TOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION.—Not later
than 5 years after the date of the enactment
of the CUSTOMS Act, upon completion of
the elements described in subparagraph (B),
all sites referred to in subparagraph (B)({i)(I)
shall be under the sole authority of the Sec-
retary.

‘“(F) MODIFICATIONS TO LAND PORTS OF
ENTRY REGARDING ALIENS SEEKING ASYLUM.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Upon completion of the
transferal required under subparagraph (B)
and the assumption of custody described in
subparagraph (E), the Secretary shall—

‘“(I) develop a list that includes not fewer
than—

‘‘(aa) 15 land ports of entry along the inter-
national border between the United States
and Mexico at which a high proportion of
aliens are seeking asylum; and

‘“(bb) 15 land ports of entry along the inter-
national border between the United States
and Canada at which a high proportion of
aliens are seeking asylum;

“(II) to the extent practicable, establish
not fewer than 1 dedicated pedestrian lanes
and other appropriate facilities at each land
port of entry described in clause (i) for the
processing of aliens who are seeking asylum
in the United States; and

‘(ITII) enter into a memorandum of agree-
ment with the Director of U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services to detail an appro-
priate number of asylum officers to each
land port of entry described in subclause (I).
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¢“(ii) MEMORANDUM DESCRIBED.—The memo-
randum of agreement required under clause
OHIID—

‘() should base the number of asylum offi-
cers at each land port of entry on the rel-
ative number of aliens seeking asylum at
such land port of entry; and

‘“(IT) shall allow for changes in the number
of asylum officers to be detailed to a par-
ticular land port of entry based on new infor-
mation gathered regarding the migratory
flow of aliens seeking asylum.

“(G) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to affect
the availability of funding from—

‘(1) the Federal Buildings Fund established
under section 592(a) of title 40, United States
Code; or

‘“(ii) any other applicable statutory au-
thority or appropriation available to imple-
ment this paragraph.”.

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
411(r) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 211(r)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion, the terms’ and inserting the following:
"section—

‘(1) the term ‘appropriate congressional
committee’ means—

‘“(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

‘(B) the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate;

‘“(C) the Subcommittee on Homeland Secu-
rity and the Subcommittee on Financial
Services and General Government of the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;

‘(D) the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives;

‘“(E) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and

‘“(F) the Subcommittee on Homeland Secu-
rity and the Subcommittee on Financial
Services and General Government of the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives; and

‘(2) the terms”’.

(¢) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees” has the meaning given such term in
section 411(r)(1) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002, as added by subsection (b)(2).

(2) ANNUAL REPORT LAND PORTS OF ENTRY
REPORT.—Not later than 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall submit a
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that includes—

(A) an inventory of all of the land ports of
entry that are under the custody of the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security;

(B) the Federal departments and agencies
that have personnel stationed at any of the
sites referred to in section 411(0)(3)(B)(i)(I) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added
by subsection (b)(1);

(C) a description of any planned or ongoing
maintenance projects at such sites, including
the timelines, budgets, memoranda of under-
standing (if applicable), scoping documents,
technical specifications, contracting actions,
and review materials of such projects;

(D) the personnel actions taken pursuant
to section 411(0)(3)(C) of such Act, as added
by subsection (b)(1); and

(E) the contracting actions taken in ac-
cordance with the streamlined process estab-
lished pursuant to section 411(0)(3)(D) of such
Act, as added by subsection (b)(1).

(3) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later
than 5 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commissioner for U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection and the Director
of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
shall jointly submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that in-
cludes—
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(A) a list of the land ports of entry de-
scribed in section 411(0)(3)(F)(1)(I) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added by
subsection (b)(1);

(B) the number of pedestrian lanes for asy-
lum seekers at each land port of entry in-
cluded in the list required under subpara-
graph (A);

(C) the memorandum of understanding de-
scribed in section 411(0)(3)(F)(ii) of such Act,
as added by subsection (b)(1);

(D) any recommended modifications to any
facility located at a land port of entry in-
cluded in the list required under subpara-
graph (A) including—

(i) modifications needed to improve the
management aliens seeking asylum at such
facility;

(ii) any additional personnel that may be
needed to manage the flow of aliens seeking
asylum at such facility; and

(iii) any technological upgrades that may
be needed to manage the flow of aliens seek-
ing asylum at such facility; and

(E) the projected cost for each element de-
scribed in subparagraph (D).

(4) BIANNUAL PORT OF ENTRY DONATION RE-
PORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, and biannually
thereafter, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall—

(A) conduct a review of each project for
which the Secretary of Homeland Security
accepted a donation authorized under section
482 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 301a); and

(B) submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that includes, with
respect to the reporting period—

(i) a description of each donation described
in subparagraph (A);

(ii) the source of each such donation;

(iii) an estimate of any savings to the Fed-
eral Government resulting from each such
donation;

(iv) an estimate of any costs incurred by
the Federal Government resulting from each
such donation; and

(v) any waste, fraud, corruption, or abuse
within the Federal Government resulting
from each such donation.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Section 422(a) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
232(a)) is amended by inserting ‘‘section
411(0)(3),” after ‘‘Administrator under’’.

(2) PORT OF ENTRY DONATION AUTHORITY.—
Section 482 of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 301a) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘, in
consultation with the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services,’’;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ¢, and
the Administrator of General Services, as ap-
plicable,’’;

(ii) by striking paragraph (3);

(iii) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3); and

(iv) in paragraph (3)(B), as redesignated, by
striking ‘“‘or the General Services Adminis-
tration’’;

(C) in subsection (¢)—

(i) in paragraph (2)—

(I) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘¢, in consultation with the
Administrator of General Services,”’;

(IT) in subparagraph (B), by striking ¢, the
General Services Administration,’’; and

(ITI) in subparagraph (E), by striking *,
and the General Services Administration, as
applicable,”’;

(ii) in paragraph (3)—
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(I) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator of General Serv-
ices, as applicable,’’;

(IT) in subparagraph (B)(ix), by striking ‘‘or
Administrator’’; and

(ITI) in subparagraph (C)(ii), by striking *,
with the concurrence of the Administrator of
General Services, as applicable,’;

(iii) by striking paragraph (4);

(iv) by redesignating paragraphs (5), (6),
and (7), as paragraphs (4), (5), and (6), respec-
tively:;

(v) in paragraph (4), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘, or the Administrator of General
Services, as applicable,’’;

(vi) in paragraph (), as redesignated—

(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and
the Administrator of General Services, as ap-
plicable,”’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by inserting an em dash
after ‘‘that’; and

(vii) in paragraph (6), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘, in collaboration with the Admin-
istrator of General Services, as applicable,”’;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘(g) CONSULTATION WITH GSA.—Any re-
quirement under this section to consult or
collaborate with the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services applies only to donations with
respect to land ports of entry within the Ad-
ministrator’s custody and control, and such
requirements cease upon transfer of sole cus-
tody to the Secretary.”.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
date on which the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity assumes sole custody of each Govern-
ment-owned land port of entry along any
United States international border in ac-
cordance with section 411(0)(3)(B)(ix) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as amended
by subsection (b)(1).

SA 3538. Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself,
Mr. ScHIFF, Mr. KING, and Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 881. LIMITATION ON PROCUREMENT OF CUT
FLOWERS AND CUT GREENS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED ENTITY.—The term
entity’”’ means—

(A) a foreign government; and

(B) an agent of a foreign principal (as de-
fined section 1 of the Foreign Agents Reg-
istration Act of 1938, as amended (22 U.S.C.
611)).

(2) CUT FLOWER.—The term ‘‘cut flower”
means a flower removed from a living plant
for decorative use.

(3) CuT GREEN.—The term ‘‘cut green”
means a green, foliage, or branch removed
from a living plant for decorative use.

(4) QUALIFYING AREA.—The term
fying area’ means—

(A) a State;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) a territory or possession of the United
States; or

(D) an area subject to the jurisdiction of a
federally recognized Indian Tribe.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—

‘“‘covered

“quali-
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Funds appropriated or
otherwise available to the Department of De-
fense may only be used for the procurement
of a cut flower or cut green if the cut flower
or cut green is grown in a qualifying area.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—This subsection shall
apply to a procurement made or contracted
for—

(A) in the United States; and

(B) on or after the date that is 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢) GIFTS FOR DISPLAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Department of De-
fense may only accept a gift of a cut flower
or cut green that is not grown in a qualifying
area from a covered entity for the purpose of
displaying the cut flower or cut green if—

(A) the origin of the cut flower or cut
green is clearly displayed at the time of de-
livery; and

(B) at the time of delivery, the Department
of Defense procures an additional cut flower
or cut green that is grown in a qualifying
area to display during the period of display
of the gift.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—If the Department of
Defense accepts a gift of a cut flower or cut
green from a covered entity under paragraph
(1), it shall clearly display the origin of the
cut flower or cut green during the period of
display of the cut flower or cut green.

SA 3539. Mr. WICKER (for himself
and Mr. REED) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1265. MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN TEM-
PORARY AUTHORIZATIONS RELATED
TO MUNITIONS REPLACEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1244 of the James
M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263;
136 Stat. 2844) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘AND
ISRAEL” and inserting ‘ISRAEL, AND THE
UNITED STATES DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE '’;
and

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or
Israel” each place it appears and inserting
“‘Israel, or the United States defense indus-
trial base’’; and

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘or Israel”
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘Israel,
or the United States defense industrial
base”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) The table of contents at the beginning
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2395) is amended by
striking the item relating to section 1244 and
inserting the following:
¢“1244. Temporary authorizations related to

Ukraine, Taiwan, Israel, and
the United States defense in-
dustrial base.”.

(2) The table of contents at the beginning
of title XII of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2820) is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 1244 and inserting the following:
¢“1244. Temporary authorizations related to

Ukraine, Taiwan, Israel, and
the United States defense in-
dustrial base.”.
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SA 3540. Mr. VAN HOLLEN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1265. ESTABLISHMENT OF REHIRING AND
RECALL RIGHTS FOR SEPARATED
DIPLOMATS.

Section 611 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4010a) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

¢“(d) PRIORITY REEMPLOYMENT LIST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a priority reemployment list for ca-
reer members of the Foreign Service sepa-
rated pursuant to subsection (a).

‘(2) FIRST OPPORTUNITY.—During the 5-
year period beginning on the date of a reduc-
tion-in-force separation pursuant to sub-
section (a), a former career member of the
Service who applies and is qualified for a
Foreign Service position at the same or
lower class (grade) and skill code (cone) held
on the date of such separation and meets the
requirements for worldwide availability or
any specific qualifications of the position
shall be offered reappointment to such posi-
tion before any new applicant is appointed.

‘“(3) SURGE STAFFING REGISTRY.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a surge staffing reg-
istry consisting of former members of the
Foreign Service included on the list estab-
lished pursuant to paragraph (1) who are
willing to return to the Foreign Service on
short notice for temporary assignments, con-
tracting opportunities, or reappoint to the
Foreign Service in the event of a sudden
surge in the need for experienced dip-
lomats.”.

SA 3541. Mr. VAN HOLLEN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1265. ADJUSTMENT OF TIME IN CLASS FOR

CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE FOR-
EIGN SERVICE.

Section 607(d) of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4007(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(3) the time in class of a career member of
the Foreign Service who is not eligible for
voluntary retirement under section 811 or is
not qualified for an immediate annuity
under section 609 shall be extended for up to
2 years if needed to attain eligibility for an
immediate annuity.”.

SA 3542. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for




August 1, 2025

military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

In section 1046, strike paragraph (2) and in-
sert the following:

(2) the total cost of detention of aliens at
installations of the Department of Defense,
regardless of location; and

(3) the alien registration numbers of the
aliens held at installations of the Depart-
ment of Defense or installations in which the
Department of Defense controls entry and
exit of civilians.

SA 3543. Mr. SCHIFF submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

In section 1035, add at the end the fol-
lowing:

(9) The alien registration numbers of the
aliens on the aircraft who are the subjects of
removal orders.

SA 3544. Ms. WARREN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXVIII,
insert the following:

SEC. 28 . APPLICATION OF STATE AND LOCAL
HOUSING LAWS TO PRIVATIZED
MILITARY HOUSING.

Section 2890 of title 10, United States Code
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(g) TREATMENT OF HOUSING LAWS.—State
and local laws providing housing protections
that apply to tenants of any housing in a ju-
risdiction surrounding a military installa-
tion in the United States apply to tenants
residing in housing units acquired or con-
structed under subchapter IV of this chapter
on that military installation, including any
military installation that is considered a
Federal enclave.”.

SA 3545. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 849A and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 849A. MODIFICATIONS TO DEFENSE INDUS-
TRIAL BASE FUND.

Section 4817 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsections:
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“(g) ELIGIBLE USES OF AUTHORITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may use
the authorities provided by this section with
respect to upstream, mid-stream, and down-
stream supply chains, including material,
material production, components, subassem-
blies, and finished products, testing and
qualification, infrastructure, facility con-
struction and improvement, and equipment
needed directly for the following:

‘‘(A) Castings and forgings.

‘“(B) Kinetic capabilities, including sen-
sors, targeting systems, and delivery plat-
forms.

““(C) Microelectronics.

‘(D) Machine tools, including but not lim-
ited to subtractive, additive, convergent,
stamping, forging, abrasives, metrology, and
other production equipment.

‘‘(E) Critical minerals,
chemicals.

‘(F) Workforce for the defense industrial
base.

‘(&) Advanced manufacturing capacity, in-
cluding echelon manufacturing forward in
the Indo-Pacific Command theater.

‘““(H) Unmanned vehicles, including sub-
surface, surface, land, air one-way,
attritables, and launch and recovery plat-
forms.

‘“(I) Manned aircraft.

‘“(J) Ground systems.

‘(K) Power sources.

‘(L) Ship and submarine, including assem-
bly and automation technologies and capa-
bilities, new or modernized infrastructure for
new construction or maintenance and
sustainment and battle damage repair.

‘(M) Other materiel solutions required to
support Indo-Pacific Command operational
plans as required.

‘“(N) Defense space systems.

‘“(0) Sourcing strategic and critical mate-
rials through recycling of or reclamation
from end-of-life equipment.

¢“(2) PROHIBITION ON USE IN COVERED COUN-
TRIES.—The Secretary may not use the au-
thorities provided by this section for any ac-
tivity in a covered country.

‘“(3) USE OF AUTHORITIES FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES.—The Secretary may not use the au-
thorities provided by this section for a pur-
pose not described in paragraph (1) unless,
not less than 30 days before doing so, the
Secretary—

‘“(A) determines that—

‘“(i) the use of the authority for that pur-
pose is essential to the national security in-
terests of the United States; and

‘(i) without the use of the authority for
that purpose, United States industry cannot
reasonably be expected to provide the capa-
bility needed in a timely manner; and

‘(B) submits to the congressional defense
committees a report on the determination
that includes appropriate explanatory mate-
rial.

“(h) GRANTS AND OTHER INCENTIVES FOR
DOMESTIC INDUSTRIAL BASE CAPABILITIES.—
To create, maintain, protect, expand, or re-
store domestic industrial base capabilities
essential for the national security interests
of the United States, the Secretary may
make provision for—

‘(1) use of contracts, grants, or other
transaction authorities, including coopera-
tive agreements;

‘“(2) incentives for the private sector to de-
velop capabilities in areas of national secu-
rity interest;

‘(3) making awards to third party entities
to support investments in small- and me-
dium-sized entities working in areas of na-
tional security interest, including debt and
equity investments, that would benefit mis-
sions of the Department of Defense; and

‘“(4) subsidies to offset market manipula-
tion or ensure allied and domestic viability

materials, and
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of grants made from other market uncertain-
ties.

‘(i) DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE PURCHASE
COMMITMENT PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To create, maintain, pro-
tect, expand, or restore industrial base capa-
bilities essential for the national security in-
terests of the United States, the Secretary
may make provision for purchase commit-
ments for—

““(A) Federal Government use or resale of
an industrial resource or a critical tech-
nology item;

‘(B) the encouragement of exploration, de-
velopment, and mining of strategic and crit-
ical materials;

‘(C) development of other materials and
components;

‘(D) the development of production capa-
bilities; and

‘““(E) the increased use of emerging tech-
nologies in defense program applications and
the rapid transition of emerging tech-
nologies—

‘(i) from Federal Government-sponsored
research and development to commercial ap-
plications; and

‘“(ii) from commercial research and devel-
opment to national defense applications.

¢“(2) EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN LIMITATIONS.—

‘““(A) PURCHASES.—Except as provided by
subparagraph (B), purchase commitments
under paragraph (1) may be made without re-
gard to the limitations of existing law (other
than section 1341 of title 31), for such quan-
tities, and on such terms and conditions, in-
cluding advance payments, and for such peri-
ods, but not extending beyond a date that is
not more than 10 years from the date on
which such purchase was initially made, as
the Secretary deems necessary.

‘(B) LIMITATION.—Purchases commitments
under paragraph (1) involving higher than es-
tablished ceiling prices (or if no such estab-
lished ceiling prices exist, currently pre-
vailing market prices) or that result in an
anticipated loss on resale shall not be made,
unless it is determined that supply of the
materials could not be effectively increased
or provisioned at lower prices or on terms
more favorable to the Federal Government,
or that such purchases are necessary to as-
sure the availability to the United States of
overseas supplies.

““(3) FINDINGS OF SECRETARY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may take
the actions described in subparagraph (B), if
the Secretary finds that—

‘(i) under generally fair and equitable ceil-
ing prices, for any raw or nonprocessed ma-
terial or component, there will result a de-
crease in supplies from high-cost sources of
such material and that the continuation of
such supplies is necessary to carry out the
objectives of this section; or

‘‘(ii) an increase in cost of transportation
is temporary in character and threatens to
impair maximum production or supply in
any area at stable prices of any materials.

“(B) SUBSIDY PAYMENTS AUTHORIZED.—Upon
a finding under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may make provision for subsidy pay-
ments on any such produced material from
other than covered countries, in such
amounts and in such manner (including pur-
chase commitments of such material or com-
ponent and its resale at a loss, and on such
terms and conditions, as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary to ensure that supplies
from such high-cost sources are continued,
or that maximum production or supply in
such area at stable prices of such materials
is maintained, as the case may be.

““(4) INSTALLATION OF EQUIPMENT IN INDUS-
TRIAL FACILITIES.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that such action will aid the national
security interests of the United States, the
Secretary is authorized—
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““(A) to procure and install additional
equipment, facilities, processes or improve-
ments to plants, factories, and other indus-
trial facilities owned by the Federal Govern-
ment;

‘“(B) to procure and install equipment in-
cluding owned by the Federal Government in
plants, factories, and other industrial facili-
ties owned by private persons;

‘(C) to provide for constructing new facili-
ties, the modification, or expansion of pri-
vately owned facilities, including the modi-
fication or improvement of production proc-
esses, when taking actions under this sub-
section or subsection (h);

“(D) to sell or otherwise transfer equip-
ment owned by the Federal Government and
installed under this subsection to the owners
of such plants, factories, or other industrial
facilities;

‘“(E) to construct facilities for the purposes
described in section subsection (g)(1); and

‘“(F) to apply contracts, grants, or other
transactions authorities.

“(5) EXCESS METALS, MINERALS, MATERIALS,
AND COMPONENTS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Metals, minerals, mate-
rials, and components acquired pursuant to
this subsection which, in the judgment of the
Secretary, are excess to the needs of pro-
grams under this section, shall be trans-
ferred to the National Defense Stockpile es-
tablished by the Strategic and Critical Mate-
rials Stock Piling Act (60 U.S.C. 98 et seq.),
or other national reserves if available, when
the Secretary deems such action to be in the
public interest.

‘(B) TRANSFERS AT NO CHARGE.—Transfers
made pursuant to this paragraph shall be
made without charge against or reimburse-
ment from funds appropriated for the pur-
poses of the Strategic and Critical Materials
Stock Piling Act (50 U.S.C. 98 et seq.), or
other national reserves if available, except
that costs incident to such transfer, other
than acquisition costs, shall be paid or reim-
bursed from such funds.

‘(6) SUBSTITUTES.—When, in the judgment
of the Secretary, it will aid the national se-
curity interests of the United States, the
Secretary may make provision for the devel-
opment and qualification a of substitutes for
strategic and critical materials, components,
critical technology items, and other indus-
trial resources.

“(7T) SOURCING OF STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL
MATERIALS FROM END-OF-LIFE EQUIPMENT.—
The Secretary shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, use the authority of this sub-
section to source strategic and critical mate-
rials through recycling of or reclamation
from end-of-life equipment.

“(j) STRENGTHENING DOMESTIC PRODUCTIVE
CAPACITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-
vide appropriate incentives to develop, main-
tain, modernize, restore, and expand the pro-
ductive capacities of sources for strategic
and critical materials, components, critical
technology items, and industrial resources
essential for the execution of the national
security strategy of the United States.

“(2) STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL MATERIALS,
COMPONENTS, AND CRITICAL TECHNOLOGY
ITEMS.—

““(A) MAINTENANCE OF RELIABLE SOURCES OF
SUPPLY.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take
appropriate actions to ensure that strategic
and critical materials, components, critical
technology items, and industrial resources
are available from reliable sources when
needed to meet defense requirements during
peacetime, graduated mobilization, and na-
tional emergency.

¢“(ii) RECYCLING AND RECLAMATION OF END-
OF-LIFE EQUIPMENT.—The Secretary shall
take appropriate actions to prioritize, to the
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maximum extent practicable, the sourcing of
strategic and critical materials through re-
cycling of or reclamation from end-of-life
equipment.

‘“(B) APPROPRIATE ACTION.—For purposes of
this paragraph, appropriate action may in-
clude—

‘(i) restricting contract solicitations to re-
liable sources;

‘“(ii) stockpiling or placing into reserve
strategic and critical materials, components,
and critical technology items;

‘‘(iii) planning for necessary long-lead
times for acquiring such materials, compo-
nents, and items;

‘“(iv) developing innovative methods of re-
covering strategic and critical materials
through recycling of or reclamation from
end-of-life equipment; or

‘“(v) developing and qualifying substitutes
for such materials, components, and items.

“(k) ANNUAL REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2026, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committee a report evaluating invest-
ments made and any other activities carried
out using amounts in the Fund during the
year preceding submission of the report.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
paragraph (1) shall include—

“(A) measures of effectiveness of the in-
vestments and activities described in that
paragraph in meeting the needs of the De-
partment of Defense and the defense indus-
trial base;

‘“(B) an evaluation of the return on invest-
ment of all ongoing investments from the
Fund;

‘“(C) measures of effectiveness of the in-
vestments and activities relating to the de-
velopment of innovative methods of sourcing
strategic and critical materials through re-
cycling of or reclamation from end-of-life
equipment; and

‘(D) a description of efforts to coordinate
activities carried out using amounts in the
Fund with activities to support the defense
industrial base carried out under other au-
thorities.

‘“(3) ADVICE.—In preparing a report re-
quired by paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
take into account the advice of the defense
industry and such other individuals as the
Secretary considers relevant.

‘(1) COORDINATION WITH OTHER DEFENSE IN-
DUSTRIAL BASE ACTIVITIES.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2026, the Secretary shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a
report detailing how activities carried out
under this section will be coordinated with—

‘(1) activities carried out using amounts in
the Defense Production Act Fund under sec-
tion 304 of the Defense Production Act of 1950
(50 U.S.C. 4534);

““(2) activities of the Office of Strategic
Capital; and

‘“(3) any other efforts designed to enhance
the defense industrial base.

‘“(m) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) CHOKEPOINT.—The term ‘chokepoint’
means a situation in which—

‘““(A) components of the munitions supply
chains, including all elements of the muni-
tions supply chain such as chemicals, cas-
ings, or other materials, are produced by
only one reliable source; or

‘“(B) the increased production of a compo-
nent would significantly increase total out-
put of munitions.

‘“(2) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘covered
country’ means—

““(A) the Russian Federation;
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‘“(B) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

¢(C) the Islamic Republic of Iran; and

‘(D) the People’s Republic of China.

‘“(3) RELIABLE SOURCE.—The term ‘reliable
source’ means a citizen or business entity or-
ganized under the laws of—

‘“(A) the United States or any territory or
possession of the United States;

‘“(B) a country of the national technology
and industrial base, as defined in section
4801; or

‘“(C) a qualifying country, as defined in
section 225.003 of the Defense Federal Acqui-
sition Regulation Supplement or any suc-
cessor document.

‘“(4) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Defense.

‘“(b) STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL MATERIALS.—
The term ‘strategic and critical materials’
has the meaning given that term in section
12(1) of the Strategic and Critical Materials
Stock Piling Act (50 U.S.C. 98h-3(1)).”.

SA 3546. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following:

SEC. 724. PILOT PROGRAM TO TEST STANDALONE
TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE EFFI-
CIENCIES IN SUPPLY-CHAIN MAN-

AGEMENT, MEDICAL READINESS,
AND MEDICAL PROCESSES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, acting through the
Director of the Defense Health Agency, shall
carry out a pilot program to test and evalu-
ate existing standalone technologies to as-
sess whether such technologies accomplish
the following:

(1) Improving efficiencies in medical sup-
ply-chain management and in military med-
ical readiness.

(2) Streamlining medical processes.

(3) Improving recordation accuracy.

(4) Reducing rates of needlestick injury.

(5) Enhancing retention rates of health
care providers of the Department of Defense.

(b) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program under subsection (a)
for a five-year period.

SA 3547. Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for her-
self and Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . FUNDING FOR THE WORLD TRADE CEN-
TER HEALTH PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3351 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm-61) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(A),
clause (xi) to read as follows:

‘“‘(xi) for each of fiscal years 2026 through
2090—

‘Secretary’

by amending
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“(I) the amount determined under this sub-
paragraph for the previous fiscal year multi-
plied by 1.07; multiplied by

“(IT) the ratio of—

‘‘(aa) the total number of individuals en-
rolled in the WTC Program on July 1 of such
previous fiscal year; to

““(bb) the total number of individuals so en-
rolled on July 1 of the fiscal year prior to
such previous fiscal year; plus’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

““(A) for fiscal year 2025, the amount deter-
mined for such fiscal year under this para-
graph as in effect on the day before the date
of enactment of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026;"’;

(ii) by amending subparagraph (B) to read
as follows:

‘(B) for fiscal year 2026, the greater of—

‘(i) the amount determined for such fiscal
year under this paragraph as in effect on the
day before the date of enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2026; or

‘‘(ii) the amount expended for the previous
fiscal year for the purposes described in this
paragraph increased by 25 percent; and’’; and

(iii) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘the
amount specified under this paragraph for
the previous fiscal year’” and inserting ‘‘the
amount expended for the previous fiscal year
for such purposes’’; and

(B) in paragraph (5)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

““(A) for fiscal year 2025, the amount deter-
mined for such fiscal year under this para-
graph as in effect on the day before the date
of enactment of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026;"’;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C);

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
the following:

“(B) for fiscal year 2026, the greater of—

‘(i) the amount determined for such fiscal
year under this paragraph as in effect on the
day before the date of enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2026; or

‘‘(ii) the amount expended for the previous
fiscal year for the purpose described in this
paragraph increased by 25 percent; and’’; and

(iv) in subparagraph (C), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘the amount specified
under this paragraph for the previous fiscal
year’” and inserting ‘‘the amount expended
for the previous fiscal year for such pur-
pose’’.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Title XXXIIT
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
300mm et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 3352 (42 U.S.C. 300mm-62), by
amending subsection (d) to read as follows:

‘‘(d) REMAINING AMOUNTS.—Amounts re-
maining in the Supplemental Fund shall re-
vert to the Treasury in accordance with sec-
tion 1552 of title 31, United States Code.”’;

(2) in section 3353 (42 U.S.C. 300mm-63), by
amending subsection (d) to read as follows:

“(d) REMAINING AMOUNTS.—Amounts re-
maining in the Special Fund shall revert to
the Treasury in accordance with section 1552
of title 31, United States Code.”’; and

(3) in section 3354 (42 U.S.C. 300mm-64), by
amending subsection (d) to read as follows:

“(d) REMAINING AMOUNTS.—Amounts re-
maining in the Pentagon/Shanksville Fund
shall revert to the Treasury in accordance
with section 1552 of title 31, United States
Code.”.

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (re-
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ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
shall conduct an assessment of anticipated
budget authority and outlays of the World
Trade Center Health Program (referred to in
this section as the ‘“‘Program’’) through the
duration of the Program and submit a report
summarizing such assessment to—

(A) the Speaker and minority leader of the
House of Representatives;

(B) the majority and minority leaders of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions and the Committee on
the Budget of the Senate; and

(D) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and the Committee on the Budget of
the House of Representatives.

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a projection of Program budgetary
needs on a per-fiscal year basis through fis-
cal year 2090;

(B) a review of Program modeling for each
of fiscal years 2017 through the fiscal year
prior to the fiscal year in which the report is
issued to assess how anticipated budgetary
needs compared to actual expenditures;

(C) an assessment of the projected budget
authority and expenditures of the Program
through fiscal year 2090; and

(D) any recommendations of the Secretary
to make changes to the formula under sec-
tion 3351(a)(2)(A) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm-61(a)(2)(A)), as
amended by subsection (a)(1), to fully offset
anticipated Program expenditures through
fiscal year 2090.

SA 3548. Mr. REED submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 586. ALIGNMENT OF JOB CORPS WITH THE
DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Imperative
for Industrial Skills program of the Depart-
ment of Defense (or a successor program)
shall maximize the use of and expand on the
activities of Job Corps centers to train the
skilled industrial workers that are needed in
the defense industrial base.

(b) REFERRAL OF MILITARY RECRUITS TO
JoB CORPS.—Military recruiters shall make
each military recruit who is ineligible to en-
list in the military as result of the require-
ments of section 520 of title 10, United States
Code, aware of the opportunity to enroll in
Job Corps in order to meet the standards for
enlistment or learn skills that can con-
tribute to the defense industrial base.

(¢) JoB CORPS TRADE REALIGNMENT.—In
order to address shortages of skilled indus-
trial workers in the defense industrial base,
the Secretary of Defense may, through the
National Imperative for Industrial Skills
program (or a successor program) and grants
to Job Corps center operators as provided in
accordance with section 158(f) of the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act (29
U.S.C. 3208(f)), support the change of trades
offered at a Job Corps center, including at a
Job Corps transition hub at an existing cen-
ter or at a new site in close proximity to a
shipyard or other defense industrial base
suppliers, to align with the needs of the de-
fense industrial base, including through in-
vestments in curricula development, equip-
ment, and facilities.
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(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion:

(1) ENROLLEE; JOB CORPS; JOB CORPS CEN-
TER.—The terms ‘‘enrollee’, ‘“Job Corps’’,
and ‘“‘Job Corps center” have the meanings
given such terms in section 142 of the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act (29
U.S.C. 3192).

(2) JOB CORPS CENTER OPERATOR.—The term
“Job Corps center operator’” has the mean-
ing given the term ‘‘operator’ in such sec-
tion of such Act.

(3) JOB CORPS TRANSITION HUB.—The term
“Job Corps transition hub” means an ad-
vanced career training program under sec-
tion 148 of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3198) that facilitates
the onboarding and retention of enrollees
into the defense industrial base.

SEC. 587. EXTENSION OF SHIPBUILDING SPECIAL
INCENTIVE TO THE JOB CORPS.

Section 8696(b)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘“(G) The Job Corps program established
under section 143 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity (29 U.S.C. 3193) or an
individual Job Corps center operator as de-
fined in section 142 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3192).”".
SEC. 588. JOB CORPS CONFORMING REFORMS.

(a) SUCCESS IN MILITARY RECRUITMENT AS A
GRADUATE OF JOB CORPS.—Section 142(5) of
the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act (29 U.S.C. 3192(5)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘“‘enlisted in the military with a score on
the Armed Forces Qualification Test that is
above the thirty-first percentile,” before ‘‘or
completed”.

(b) GRANTS TO JOB CORPS CENTERS.—Sec-
tion 158(f) of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3208(f)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking the heading and inserting
“EXTERNAL FUNDING’;

(2) by striking ‘“The Secretary may accept
on behalf of the Job Corps or individual Job
Corps centers charitable donations of cash”
and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary (or the
Secretary of Agriculture, as appropriate), on
behalf of the Job Corps, or a Job Corps cen-
ter operator, on behalf of such center, may
accept grants and charitable donations of
cash’’;

(3) by inserting ‘‘grants and’’ before ‘‘dona-
tions are’’;

(4) by striking ‘‘available for appropriate
use’’ and inserting ‘‘used exclusively’’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) TRANSFER OF PROPERTY.—Notwith-
standing sections 501(b) and 522 of title 40,
United States Code, any property acquired
by a Job Corps center shall be directly trans-
ferred, on a nonreimbursable basis, to the
Secretary.

‘“(3) PROHIBITION OF OFFSET USING EXTER-
NAL FUNDING.—An operator that accepts a
grant or charitable donation under para-
graph (1) may not use the grant or charitable
donation to fulfil the cost of any obligation
imposed on the operator under an agreement
under section 147.”.

(¢) LOCAL  AUTHORITY TO REALIGN
TRADES.—Section 151 of the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3201) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(d) LOCAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to the
limitations of the budget approved by the
Secretary for a Job Corps center, the oper-
ator of a Job Corps center shall have the au-
thority, without prior approval from the
Secretary, to—

‘(1) hire staff and provide staff profes-
sional development;

‘(2) set terms and enter into agreements
with Federal, State, or local educational
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partners, such as secondary schools, institu-
tions of higher education, child development
centers, units of Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps programs established under
section 2031 of title 10, United States Code,
or employers; and

““(3) engage with and educate stakeholders
(including eligible applicants for the Job
Corps) about Job Corps operations, selection
procedures, and activities.”’.

(d) STREAMLINED ENROLLMENT OF VET-
ERANS AND MILITARY RECRUITS INTO THE DE-
FENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section
144 of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3194) is amended—

(A) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘AND CER-
TAIN OTHER ARMED FORCES MEMBERS’ after
“VETERANS’’; and

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘or a member of the Armed
Forces eligible for pre-separation counseling
of the Transition Assistance Program under
section 1142 of title 10, United States Code,”
after ‘‘a veteran”.

(2) BACKGROUND CHECK EXEMPTION.—Sec-
tion 145(b) of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3195(b)) is amend-
ed—

(A) in paragraph (1)(C), by inserting ‘‘ex-
cept with respect to an individual described
in paragraph (4),” before ‘‘the individual’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) INDIVIDUALS EXEMPTED FROM BACK-
GROUND CHECK.—An individual described in
this paragraph is—

“(A) an individual who is—

“(1)(I) a member of the Armed Forces eligi-
ble for pre-separation counseling of the
Transition Assistance Program under sec-
tion 1142 of title 10, United States Code; or

““(IT) a veteran who left the Armed Forces
not more than 90 days before the date on
which the veteran applies to enroll in the
Job Corps; and

‘(i) not ineligible for retired pay as pro-
vided by section 12740 of title 10, United
States Code; or

‘“(B) a military recruit who—

‘“(i) is ineligible to enlist in the military as
result of the requirements of section 520 of
title 10, United States Code; and

‘“(ii) not more than 90 days before the date
on which the recruit applies to enroll in the
Job Corp, passed a background check as part
of the enlistment process.”.

SA 3549. Mr. KELLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title V, insert
the following:

SEC. 586. CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS
OF PROHIBITION ON FORMER MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AC-
CEPTING EMPLOYMENT WITH CER-
TAIN FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Members of the Armed Forces gain
skills, knowledge, and training through their
service that are integral to the mission of
the United States military.

(2) The specialized skillsets gained through
service in the United States Armed Forces
are the product of unique United States Gov-
ernment training.
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(3) Public reports have revealed the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China has employed, or con-
tracted through intermediaries, former
United States military personnel and former
military personnel of countries that are al-
lies of the United States to train Chinese
military personnel on specialized skills.

(4) The closest allies of the United States,
including the United Kingdom, Australia,
and New Zealand, are taking steps to stop
their former military personnel from train-
ing the armed forces of foreign adversaries,
including instituting policy and legal re-
views and consideration of criminal pen-
alties to prevent that type of post-military
service activity.

(5) Allowing individuals to be employed or
engaged in the provision of training to for-
eign adversaries in specialized skillsets
gained through service in the United States
Armed Forces poses a significant risk for ex-
ploitation by foreign adversaries against
United States interests.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that it is in the national security
interests of the United States that former
members of the Armed Forces be prohibited
from taking employment or holding posi-
tions that provide substantial support to the
military of a foreign government that is an
adversary of the United States, such as the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China or the Government of the Russian
Federation, to prevent the exploitation of
specialized United States military com-
petencies and capabilities by those govern-
ments.

(¢) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 207 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“(m) PROHIBITION ON FORMER MEMBERS OF
THE ARMED FORCES ACCEPTING POST-SERVICE
EMPLOYMENT WITH CERTAIN FOREIGN GOV-
ERNMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered individual who
violates the prohibition under section 989(a)
of title 10 by knowingly and willfully occu-
pying a covered post-service position shall be
punished as provided in section 216(a)(2) of
this title.

‘“(2) PROOF OF STATE OF MIND.—In prosecu-
tion under paragraph (1), the Government is
required to prove that the defendant knew,
for a period of not less than 30 days before
occupying a covered post-service position or,
if already occupying such a position, before
leaving the position, that—

““(A) the entity with which the defendant
occupied the covered post-service position
was providing advice or services relating to
national security, intelligence, military, or
internal security to a foreign government;
and

‘“(B) the foreign government was described
in section 989(h)(2)(A) of title 10.

““(3) JURISDICTION.—An offense under para-
graph (1) shall be subject to extraterritorial
Federal jurisdiction.

‘“(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the
terms ‘covered individual’ and ‘covered post-
service position’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 989 of title 10.”.

(2) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Subsection (m) of
section 207 of title 18, United States Code, as
added by paragraph (1), applies with respect
to a violation described in that subsection
that occurs, in whole or in part—

(A) after the date that is 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(B) on or before December 31, 2029.

(d) AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 989 OF TITLE
10.—

(1) WAIVER.—Subsection (b)(1)(B) of section
989 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘is necessary’ and all that
follows and inserting ‘‘would not result in a
detrimental impact to the current or future
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national security interests of the United
States.”.

(2) NOTICE.—Subsection (c)(1) of such sec-
tion is amended by inserting ‘, including
violations punishable under section 207(m) of
title 18”7 after ‘‘violations of the prohibi-
tion”.

(3) REFERRALS FOR PROSECUTION.—Sub-
section (d) of such section is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“‘(3) refer the case to the Attorney General
for prosecution under section 207(m) of title
18.7.

SA 3550. Mr. KELLY (for himself and
Mr. LANKFORD) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. COMBATING CARTELS
MEDIA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, the Committee on
the Judiciary, and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security,
the Committee on the Judiciary, and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives.

(2) COVERED OPERATOR.—The term ‘‘covered
operator’” means the operator, developer, or
publisher of a covered service.

(3) COVERED SERVICE.—The term ‘‘covered
service’”” means—

(A) a social media platform;

(B) a mobile or desktop service with direct
or group messaging capabilities, but not in-
cluding text messaging services without
other substantial social functionalities or
electronic mail services, that the Secretary
of Homeland Security determines is being or
has been used by transnational criminal or-
ganizations in connection with matters de-
scribed in section 3; or

(C) a digital platform, or an electronic ap-
plication utilizing the digital platform, in-
volving real-time interactive communication
between multiple individuals, including
multi-player gaming services and immersive
technology platforms or applications, that
the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines is being or has been used Dby
transnational criminal organizations in con-
nection with matters described in subsection
(0).

(4) CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE.—The term
‘“‘criminal enterprise’ has the meaning given
the term ‘‘continuing criminal enterprise’ in
section 408 of the Controlled Substances Act
(21 U.S.C. 848).

(5) ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘‘illicit
activities” means the following criminal ac-
tivities that transcend national borders:

(A) A violation of section 401 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 841).

(B) Narcotics trafficking, as defined in sec-
tion 808 of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin
Designation Act (21 U.S.C. 1907).
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(C) Weapons trafficking.

(D) Migrant smuggling, defined as a viola-
tion of section 274(a)(1)(A)(ii) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1324(a)(1)(A)(i)).

(E) Human trafficking, defined as—

(i) a violation of section 1590, 1591, or 1592
of title 18, United States Code; or

(ii) engaging in severe forms of trafficking
in persons, as defined in section 103 of the
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102).

(F') Cyber crime, defined as a violation of
section 1030 of title 18, United States Code.

(G) A violation of any provision that is
subject to intellectual property enforcement,
as defined in section 302 of the Prioritizing
Resources and Organization for Intellectual
Property Act of 2008 (15 U.S.C. 8112).

(H) Bulk cash smuggling of currency, de-
fined as a violation of section 5332 of title 31,
United States Code.

(I) Laundering the proceeds of the criminal
activities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (H).

(6) TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘‘transnational criminal or-
ganization’” means a group, or network, and
associated individuals, that operate
transnationally for the purposes of obtaining
power, influence, or monetary or commercial
gain, wholly or in part by certain unlawful
means, while advancing their activities
through a pattern of crime, corruption, or vi-
olence, and while protecting their unlawful
activities through a transnational organiza-
tional structure and the exploitation of pub-
lic corruption or transnational logistics, fi-
nancial, or communication mechanisms.

(b) ASSESSMENT OF ILLICIT USAGE.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland
Security, the Attorney General, and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a joint as-
sessment describing—

(1) the wuse of covered services by
transnational criminal organizations, or
criminal enterprises acting on behalf of
transnational criminal organizations, to en-
gage in recruitment efforts, including the re-
cruitment of individuals located in the
United States, to engage in or provide sup-
port with respect to illicit activities occur-
ring in the United States, Mexico, or other-
wise in proximity to an international border
of the United States;

(2) the wuse of covered services by
transnational criminal organizations, or
criminal enterprises acting on behalf of
transnational criminal organizations, to en-
gage in illicit activities or conduct in sup-
port of illicit activities, including—

(A) smuggling or trafficking involving nar-
cotics, other controlled substances, precur-
sors thereof, or other items prohibited under
the laws of the United States, Mexico, or an-
other relevant jurisdiction, including fire-
arms;

(B) human smuggling or trafficking, with a
particular focus on the exploitation of chil-
dren; and

(C) transportation of bulk currency or
monetary instruments in furtherance of
smuggling or trafficking; and

(3) the existing efforts of the Secretary of
Homeland Security, the Attorney General,
the Secretary of State, and relevant govern-
ment and law enforcement entities to
counter, monitor, or otherwise respond to
the usage of covered services described in
paragraphs (1) and (2).

(c) STRATEGY TO COMBAT CARTEL RECRUIT-
MENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND ONLINE PLAT-
FORMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Attorney
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General, and the Secretary of State shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a joint strategy, to be known as
the ‘“National Strategy to Combat Illicit Re-
cruitment Activity by Transnational Crimi-
nal Organizations on Social Media and On-
line Platforms’’, to combat the use of cov-
ered services by transnational criminal orga-
nizations, or criminal enterprises acting on
behalf of transnational criminal organiza-
tions, to recruit individuals located in the
United States to engage in or provide sup-
port for unlawful activities occurring in the
United States, Mexico, or otherwise in prox-
imity to an international border of the
United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The strategy required
under paragraph (1) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following:

(i) A proposal to improve cooperation be-
tween the Secretary of Homeland Security,
the Attorney General, the Secretary of
State, and relevant law enforcement enti-
ties.

(ii) Recommendations to implement a
process for the voluntary reporting of infor-
mation regarding the recruitment efforts of
transnational criminal organizations, or
criminal enterprises acting on behalf of
transnational criminal organizations, in the
United States involving covered services.

(iii) A proposal to improve
intragovernmental coordination with respect
to the matters described in paragraph (1), in-
cluding between the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of Justice,
the Department of State, and State, Tribal,
and local governments.

(iv) A proposal to improve coordination
within the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of State and between the compo-
nents of those Departments with respect to
the matters described in paragraph (1).

(v) Activities to facilitate increased intel-
ligence analysis for law enforcement pur-
poses of efforts of transnational criminal or-
ganizations, or criminal enterprises acting
on behalf of transnational criminal organiza-
tions, to utilize covered services for recruit-
ment to engage in or provide support with
respect to illicit activities.

(vi) Activities to foster international part-
nerships and enhance collaboration with for-
eign governments and, as applicable, multi-
lateral institutions, with respect to the mat-
ters described in paragraph (1).

(vii) Activities to specifically increase en-
gagement and outreach with youth in border
communities, including regarding the re-
cruitment tactics of transnational criminal
organizations, or criminal enterprises acting
on behalf of transnational criminal organiza-
tions, and the consequences of participation
in illicit activities.

(viii) A detailed description of the meas-
ures used to ensure—

(I) law enforcement and intelligence activi-
ties focus on the recruitment activities of
transitional criminal organizations, or
criminal enterprises acting on behalf of
transnational criminal organizations, rather
than individuals the transnational criminal
organizations or enterprises attempt to or
successfully recruit; and

(IT) the protection of privacy rights, civil
rights, and civil liberties in carrying out the
activities described in clause (i), with a par-
ticular focus on the protections in place to
protect minors and constitutionally pro-
tected activities.

(B) LIMITATION.—The strategy required
under paragraph (1) shall not include legisla-
tive recommendations or elements predi-
cated on the passage of legislation that is
not enacted as of the date on which the
strategy is submitted under paragraph (1).
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(3) CONSULTATION.—In drafting and imple-
menting the strategy required under para-
graph (1), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Attorney General, and the Sec-
retary of State shall, at a minimum, consult
and engage with—

(A) the heads of relevant components of
the Department of Homeland Security, in-
cluding—

(i) the Under Secretary for Intelligence and
Analysis;

(ii) the Under Secretary for Strategy, Pol-
icy, and Plans;

(iii) the Under Secretary for Science and
Technology;

(iv) the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection;

(v) the Director of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement;

(vi) the Officer for Civil Rights and Civil
Liberties;

(vii) the Privacy Officer; and

(viii) the Assistant Secretary of the Office
for State and Local Law Enforcement;

(B) the heads of relevant components of
the Department of Justice, including—

(i) the Assistant Attorney General for the
Criminal Division;

(ii) the Assistant Attorney General for Na-
tional Security;

(iii) the Assistant Attorney General for the
Civil Rights Division;

(iv) the Chief Privacy and Civil Liberties
Officer;

(v) the Director of the Organized Crime
Drug Enforcement Task Forces;

(vi) the Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation; and

(vii) the Director of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives;

(C) the heads of relevant components of the
Department of State, including—

(i) the Assistant Secretary for Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs;

(ii) the Assistant Secretary for Western
Hemisphere Affairs; and

(iii) the Coordinator of the Global Engage-
ment Center;

(D) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(E) the Secretary of Education; and

(F) as selected by the Secretary of Home-
land Security, or his or her designee in the
Office of Public Engagement, representatives
of border communities, including representa-
tives of—

(i) State, Tribal, and local governments,
including school districts and local law en-
forcement; and

(ii) nongovernmental experts in the fields
of—

(I) civil rights and civil liberties;

(IT) online privacy;

(ITI) humanitarian assistance for migrants;
and

(IV) youth outreach and rehabilitation.

(4) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the strategy required
under paragraph (1) is submitted to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Attorney
General, and the Secretary of State shall
commence implementation of the strategy.

(B) REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the strategy required
under paragraph (1) is implemented under
paragraph (1), and semiannually thereafter
for 5 years, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Attorney General, and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a joint re-
port describing the efforts of the Secretary
of Homeland Security, the Attorney General,
and the Secretary of State, respectively, to
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implement the strategy required under para-
graph (1) and the progress of those efforts,
which shall include a description of—

(I) the recommendations, and cor-
responding implementation of those rec-
ommendations, with respect to the matters
described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii);

(IT) the interagency posture with respect to
the matters covered by the strategy required
under paragraph (1), which shall include a
description of collaboration between the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of State, other Fed-
eral entities, State, local, and Tribal enti-
ties, foreign governments, and, as applicable,
multilateral institutions; and

(ITI) the threat landscape, including new
developments related to the recruitment ef-
forts of transnational criminal organiza-
tions, or criminal enterprises acting on be-
half of transnational criminal organizations,
and the use by such organizations or enter-
prises of new or emergent covered services
and recruitment methods.

(ii) ForM.—Each report required under
clause (i) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.

(C) CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND PRI-
VACY ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date on which the strategy required
under paragraph (1) is implemented under
subparagraph (A), the Office for Civil Rights
and Civil Liberties and the Privacy Office of
the Department of Homeland Security, in
consultation with the Assistant Attorney
General for the Civil Rights Division and the
Chief Privacy and Civil Liberties Officer of
the Department of Justice, shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
joint report that includes—

(i) a detailed assessment of the measures
used to ensure the protection of civil rights,
civil liberties, and privacy rights in carrying
out this section; and

(ii) recommendations to improve the im-
plementation of the strategy required under
paragraph (1).

(D) RULEMAKING.—Prior to implementation
of the strategy required under paragraph (1)
at the Department of Homeland Security,
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
issue rules to carry out this section in ac-
cordance with section 553 of title 5, United
States Code.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to expand the
statutory law enforcement or regulatory au-
thority of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, the Department of Justice, or the De-
partment of State.

(e) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional
funds are authorized to be appropriated for
the purpose of carrying out this section.

SA 3551. Mr. KELLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 330. DEPOT-LEVEL MAINTENANCE COORDI-

NATION IN MULTINATIONAL EXER-
CISES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each year, the Secretary
of the Air Force shall incorporate in at least
one multinational exercise conducted in the
area of operations of the United States Indo-
Pacific Command—

(1) depot-level maintenance, repair, and
sustainment considerations, including bina-
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tional or multinational planning sessions
with covered nations on—

(A) identifying opportunities to cooperate
on depot-level maintenance and repair in
ways that minimize transportation require-
ments in such area of operations and deter-
mining the authorities necessary to deliver
necessary joint capabilities;

(B) facilitating real-time coordination be-
tween the United States and covered nations
to maintain munitions stock levels and re-
supply routes in such area of operations;

(C) mutual recognition of airworthiness
and maintenance certification between the
United States and covered nations; and

(D) emergency tabletop exercises, such as
when an aircraft of a covered nation breaks
down in United States territory, and vice
versa, in a contested logistics environment.

(2) coordination with the Air Force
Sustainment Center, including the participa-
tion of representatives of—

(A) the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand;

(B) the United States Pacific Air Forces;

(C) the United States Air Mobility Com-
mand; and

(D) the Air Force Sustainment Center.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit
to Congress a report summarizing the les-
sons learned from carrying out an exercise in
accordance with subsection (a) with respect
to the Republic of Korea and the Common-
wealth of Australia.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A list of candidate systems for co-
sustainment with the Republic of Korea and
the Commonwealth of Australia.

(B) A list of depot-level repair workload
opportunities to undertake with the Repub-
lic of Korea and the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, including testing equipment or line
replaceable units.

(C) Opportunities to incorporate Korean
and Australian industry partners in depot-
level maintenance repair activities, includ-
ing through public-private partnerships.

(D) An identification of any potential
logistical challenges that could arise with
the host country, including with respect to
workforce, housing, and location of work-
load.

(E) An identification of any potential im-
pediments involving intellectual property or
data rights between original equipment man-
ufacturers and the Department of the Air
Force or between the Department of the Air
Force and the Republic of Korea or the Com-
monwealth of Australia.

(F) An identification of any potential im-
pediments related to International Traffic in
Arms Regulations and related statutes.

(G) Any additional recommendations to
Congress that would ease the facilitation of
depot-level maintenance repair partnerships
with the Republic of Korea and the Common-
wealth of Australia, including changes to ex-
isting status of forces agreements.

(H) An analysis of current maintenance
and repair capabilities and gaps in the or-
ganic industrial base of the Republic of
Korea and the Commonwealth of Australia.

(I) An assessment of the types of mainte-
nance and repair activities (including depot-
level, preventative, and corrective) that may
be most appropriate for a partnership with
the Republic of Korea or the Commonwealth
of Australia.

(J) An assessment of how any such partner-
ship may contribute to allied contingency
operations, interoperability, and regional
posture resilience in the Indo-Pacific region.

(K) A consideration of planning factors re-
lated to the evolving force generation mod-
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els of the Air Force, future-generation air-
craft programs, deployment schedules, statu-
tory maintenance thresholds, and other rel-
evant operational requirements.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED NATION DEFINED.—The term
‘“‘covered nation” means any of the fol-
lowing:

(A) The Commonwealth of Australia.

(B) Canada.

(C) Japan.

(D) New Zealand.

(E) The Republic of Korea.

(F) The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

(G) Any other nation as designated as a
covered nation for the purposes of this sec-
tion by the Secretary of the Air Force.

(2) INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN ARMS REGU-
LATIONS.—The term ‘‘International Traffic in
Arms Regulations’” means subchapter M of
chapter I of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations).

SA 3552. Ms. SLOTKIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. . GEO-FENCING MILITARY INSTALLA-

TIONS AGAINST CIVIL UNMANNED
ATRCRAFT SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 448 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§44815. Geo-fencing military installations
against civil unmanned aircraft systems
‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days

after the date of enactment of this section,

the Administrator, in coordination with the

Secretary of Defense, shall issue a notice of

proposed rulemaking to carry out the intent

of this legislation, and not later than 1 year
following that date, the Administrator shall
enact the rule.

“(b) REQUIREMENT TO EQUIP WITH ACTIVE
GEO-FENCING TECHNOLOGY.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date on which the Administrator
first issues regulations under subsection (a),
a manufacturer or operator shall ensure that
all civil unmanned aircraft systems manu-
factured or operated by such manufacturer
or operator are equipped with active geo-
fencing technology that meets the require-
ments of paragraph (2).

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In order to meet the
requirements of this paragraph, geo-fencing
technology shall be—

““(A) configured to automatically restrict a
civil unmanned aircraft system from enter-
ing a geographic area extending around the
perimeter of designated national security
sensitive facilities, such as military installa-
tions, critical infrastructure, and industrial
manufacturing locations as determined by
the Department of Defense, the Federal
Aviation Administration, and other relevant
departments and agencies;

‘(B) configured to automatically restrict a
civil unmanned aircraft system from enter-
ing a geographic area extending around the
perimeter of any area restricted in accord-
ance with section 2209 of the FAA Extension,
Safety, and Security Act of 2016, as amended;
and

“(C) regularly updated to include the lat-
est geographic boundary data of military in-
stallations as provided by the Department of
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Defense and the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration.

‘“(3) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the Administrator
first issues regulations under subsection (a),
the Administrator shall issue guidance to
manufacturers on performance standards for
such geo-fencing technology to comply with
the requirements of such regulations.

‘“(4) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Adminis-
trator, shall develop procedures for excep-
tions to the requirements described in para-
graph (2), as necessary, for government-au-
thorized unmanned aircraft system. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to limit
the Department of Defense operation of un-
manned aircraft systems.

“(c) REQUIREMENT TO REGISTER UAS AT
POINT OF SALE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section, any re-
tailer of an unmanned aircraft system shall
register each unmanned aircraft system at
the point of sale to enable identification of
unmanned aircraft system operators when
necessary.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

¢(2) CIVIL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—
The term ‘civil unmanned aircraft system’,
means, with respect to an unmanned aircraft
system, that the unmanned aircraft is not a
public aircraft as defined in section 40102.

‘“(3) GEO-FENCING.—The term ‘geo-fencing’
means the use of technology to create vir-
tual geographic boundaries, enabling soft-
ware to prevent an unmanned aircraft sys-
tem from entering enter specified airspace as
described in subsection (b)(2)(A).

‘(4) MANUFACTURER OR OPERATOR.—The
term ‘manufacturer or operator’ means a
person who manufactures or operates a civil
unmanned aircraft system.

‘‘(5) NATIONAL SECURITY SENSITIVE FACILI-
TIES.—The term ‘national security sensitive
facilities’ refers to facilities that are critical
to national defense, intelligence, homeland
security, or other sensitive Federal oper-
ations and require restrictions to protect
such facilities from unauthorized overflight
or surveillance.

“(6) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The
term ‘unmanned aircraft system’ has the
meaning given that term in section 44801.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 448 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after the item
relating to section 44814 the following:
¢“44815. Geo-fencing military installations

against unmanned aircraft sys-
tems.”’.

SA 3553. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230B. ENABLING THE KYIV EMBASSY TO OP-
ERATE AT FULL CAPACITY.

(a) TERMINATION OF PERSONNEL CAP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall terminate all restrictions on the num-
ber of United States personnel permitted to
be posted at the United States Embassy in
Kyiv, Ukraine (in this section referred to as
“Embassy Kyiv’’).
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(2) RESTORATION OF STAFFING.—The Sec-
retary of State shall take all steps required
to return at least the number of personnel at
Embassy Kyiv to the level present on Janu-
ary 1, 2025. This level of staffing shall con-
stitute a minimum number of personnel
present at Embassy Kyiv, unless the post is
put on Authorized or Ordered Departure sta-
tus pursuant to a request from Embassy
Kyiv’s Emergency Action Committee.

(3) WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
may waive the requirements under para-
graphs (1) or (2) if the Secretary submits to
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port certifying one of the following condi-
tions:

(i) Russian forces have broken through the
line of contact between Ukrainian and Rus-
sian forces as it existed in July 2025.

(ii) Russian forces have established air su-
periority over Ukraine.

(iii) Either of the events described in
clauses (i) or (ii) are likely to occur within 30
days time.

(B) ForM.—The report required under sub-
paragraph (A) may be submitted in classified
form.

(b) TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION.—AIll decisions
regarding the ability of United States per-
sonnel to travel within Ukraine shall rest ex-
clusively with the Chief of Mission at Em-
bassy Kyiv.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Embassy Kyiv requires additional ca-
pacity and flexibility to carry out the func-
tions expected of our professional diplomats
in Ukraine by Congress;

(2) the Ukrainian armed forces have hero-
ically kept Russian forces a safe distance
from Kyiv for United States personnel to op-
erate and support our Ukrainian partners;
and

(3) the women and men at Embassy Kyiv
are brave and committed personnel who un-
derstand both the risks of operating in a
country at war and the meaningful impact
they can impart through advancing the
United States mission in Ukraine.

SA 3554. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mr. SCHATZ) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1210. PROHIBITION ON THE DESTRUCTION
OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PROD-
UCTS AND COMMODITIES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘““Saving Lives and Taxpayer
Dollars Act’.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) Foreign assistance commodities, includ-
ing food, medicine, family planning prod-
ucts, and vaccines, provide critical support
to people who are recovering from the after-
math of natural disasters, fleeing conflict or
war, residing in refugee camps, or living in
developing communities with limited access
to health care.

(2) United States investments in global
health bolster economic growth for partner
countries, produce returns on investment for

finds the fol-
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the United States economy, create an esti-
mated 600,000 jobs in the United States, and
generated an estimated $104,000,000,000 in
economic activity during the 15-year period
between 2007 and 2022.

(3) Reliable access to vaccines and medica-
tions, including pre-exposure prophylaxis
and antiretroviral drugs to prevent the
spread of HIV and vaccines to prevent the
transmission of communicable diseases such
as polio and drug-resistant tuberculosis,
make everyone safer.

(4) United States food assistance benefits
United States farmers, ranchers, and agri-
businesses, while addressing global food inse-
curity. United States farmers annually sup-
ply an estimated 40 percent of all inter-
national food assistance, which is valued at
approximately $2,000,000,000.

(5) Greater access to family planning prod-
ucts and services has the potential to pre-
vent up to 30 percent of the 295,000 annual
maternal deaths and save the lives of ap-
proximately 1,400,000 children who are
younger than 5 years old.

(6) The voluntary destruction of foreign as-
sistance commodities intended for bene-
ficiaries at risk of food insecurity and fam-
ine, sexual violence, maternal and infant
death and disease is unethical and contrary
to United States interests and moral obliga-
tions.

(c) PROHIBITION.—Section 102 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151-1)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(18) Perishable and nonperishable foreign
assistance commodities and products, in-
cluding medicine, vaccines, medical devices,
food and food commodities that are pro-
cured, managed, controlled, or held in ware-
houses, ships, shipping containers, or any
other storage facility, by the United States
Government or by a foreign assistance im-
plementing partner of the United States
Government shall be made available to in-
tended beneficiaries, including through do-
nation, for their intended purpose and before
the date on which such commodities and
products spoil or expire.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(d)(1) In this subsection—

‘““(A) the term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

‘(i) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

‘“(ii) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

‘“(iii) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

“(iv) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

‘“(B) the term ‘commodity’ means a prod-
uct or commodity referred to in subsection
(b)(18).

‘(2) If any commodity is in the possession
or control of a foreign assistance imple-
menting partner of the United States, the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, or the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, as appropriate, shall release such
funds as may be necessary, on an expedited
basis, to ensure the delivery or donation of
the commodity to intended beneficiaries be-
fore the applicable spoilage or expiration
date.

“(3) No commodity may be destroyed un-
less every effort has been made to sell, do-
nate, or otherwise make available the com-
modity, whichever is more likely to ensure
the commodity will be received and utilized
by its intended beneficiaries, before the ap-
plicable spoilage or expiration date.

“(4)(A) Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of the Saving Lives
and Taxpayer Dollars Act, and annually
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thereafter, the Secretary of State, in coordi-
nation with the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the Secretary of Agriculture, as
appropriate, shall submit a report to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that de-
scribes any commodity that expired, spoiled,
or was destroyed without delivery to an in-
tended beneficiary.

‘“(B) The report required under subpara-
graph (A) shall include, for each expired,
spoiled, or destroyed commodity —

‘‘(i) a description of all negotiations, plan-
ning, and efforts to make the commodity
available to intended beneficiaries;

‘‘(ii) the reason the commodity was not
made available to intended beneficiaries;

‘“(iii) the purpose of the commodity and
the geographic locations of all intended
beneficiaries of such commodity;

‘“(iv) the procured and market value of the
commodity; and

‘(v) the cost incurred to destroy the com-
modity.”’.

SA 3555. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

Subtitle F—Ending Support of the People’s
Republic of China for Russian Federation
Defense Industrial Base

SEC. 1271. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Sev-
ering Technology Transfer Operations and
Partnerships between China and Russia Act
of 2025’ or the ‘‘STOP China and Russia Act
of 2025,

SEC. 1272. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN; ETC.—The
terms ‘‘admission’, ‘‘admitted’, ‘‘alien”’,
“lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence’, and ‘‘national” have the meanings
given those terms in section 101 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives.

(3) PRC PERSON.—The term ‘‘PRC person’’
means—

(A) an individual who is a citizen or na-
tional of the People’s Republic of China; or

(B) an entity that—

(i) is located or headquartered within the
People’s Republic of China; or

(ii) is organized under the law of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

(4) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’”’ means any person that is not a
United States person.

(5) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly”’,
with respect to conduct, a circumstance, or a
result, means that a person has actual
knowledge, or should have known, of the
conduct, the circumstance, or the result (as
the case may be).

(6) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ means an
individual or entity.
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(7) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
‘“United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity; or

(C) any person in the United States.

SEC. 1273. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Between June 28, 2022, and January 15,
2025, with strong bipartisan support, the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury and the Department of
State designated, for the imposition of sanc-
tions, a wide range of entities and individ-
uals based in the People’s Republic of China
that have been involved in supplying goods
to Russian entities responsible for devel-
oping, producing, and supplying items crit-
ical to the defense industrial base of the Rus-
sian Federation. Those designations tar-
geted, among other entities, producers and
exporters of computer numerical control
items, electro-optical equipment, radar com-
ponents, satellite imagery, aviation compo-
nents, chemical ingredients in Russian ex-
plosives, and other defense and dual-use
equipment and technology critical to the
Russian Federation’s defense industrial base.

(2) Entities and individuals based in the
People’s Republic of China continue to evade
United States sanctions to provide material
support to the defense industrial base of the
Russian Federation.

(3) Under Executive Order 13959 (50 U.S.C.
1701 note; related to addressing the threat
from securities investments that finance
Communist Chinese military companies), the
President found that the People’s Republic
of China ‘‘increases the size of the country’s
military-industrial complex by compelling
civilian Chinese companies to support its
military and intelligence activities. Those
companies, though remaining ostensibly pri-
vate and civilian, directly support the PRC’s
military, intelligence, and security
apparatuses and aid in their development
and modernization.”.

(4) Ongoing support for the defense indus-
trial base of the Russian Federation by the
People’s Republic of China requires con-
certed action by the Department of the
Treasury and the Department of State to
protect the national security of the United
States.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Russian Federation’s continued in-
vasion of Ukraine is directly enabled by the
ongoing support of the People’s Republic of
China for the defense industrial base of the
Russian Federation; and

(2) in response, and to impede the support
of the People’s Republic of China for the
Russian Federation’s war against Ukraine,
the President should—

(A) cut off financing avenues for entities in
the People’s Republic of China that are pro-
viding material support to the defense and
related sectors of the economy of the Rus-
sian Federation;

(B) impose sanctions with respect to enti-
ties and individuals in the People’s Republic
of China involved in the export of weapons
and dual-use technology to the Russian Fed-
eration;

(C) determine whether the United States
should impose sanctions with respect to
major arms exporters in the People’s Repub-
lic of China for aiding the defense industrial
base of the Russian Federation; and

(D) develop a strategy to coordinate with
allies and partners of the United States to
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deter and undermine the ongoing support of

the People’s Republic of China for the Rus-

sian Federation’s war in Ukraine.

SEC. 1274. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS RELATING
TO SUPPORT BY THE PEOPLE’'S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA FOR THE DE-
FENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date
that is 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the President shall impose
the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to a foreign person the Presi-
dent determines—

(1) is a PRC person or is under the control
of a PRC person; and

(2) that knowingly sells, leases, provides,
or facilitates selling, leasing, or providing,
goods or services to or for the ultimate use
by the Armed Forces of the Russian Federa-
tion or the defense industrial base of the
Russian Federation, including—

(A) computer numerical control tools and
associated machinery, software, and mainte-
nance or upgrade services;

(B) lubricant additives;

(C) nitrocellulose, wood cellulose, and as-
sociated additives and components necessary
for the production of propellant or energetics
for munitions;

(D) chemical coatings;

(E) fiber optic cables with military appli-
cations and associated technologies needed
to manufacture such cables; or

(F') advanced sensors.

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—

(1) PROPERTY BLOCKING.—The President
shall exercise all of the powers granted by
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent
necessary to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of a foreign person described in sub-
section (a) if such property and interests in
property are in the United States, come
within the United States, or are or come
within the possession or control of a United
States person.

(2) ALIENS INADMISSIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMIS-
SION, OR PAROLE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an alien de-
scribed in subsection (a), the alien is—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry
documentation of an alien described in sub-
section (a) shall be revoked, regardless of
when such visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued.

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A
under clause (i) shall—

(I) take effect immediately; and

(IT) automatically cancel any other valid
visa or entry documentation that is in the
alien’s possession.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise the authorities provided to the
President under sections 203 and 205 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (60 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to the extent
necessary to carry out this subtitle.

(2) REGULATIONS.—The President shall
issue such regulations, licenses, and orders
as are necessary to carry out this subtitle.

(3) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to any person
that violates, attempts to violate, conspires
to violate, or causes a violation of this sec-
tion, or any license, order, regulation, or

revocation
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prohibition issued under this section, to the
same extent that such penalties apply to a
person that commits an unlawful act de-
scribed in section 206(a) of such Act (50
U.S.C. 1705(a)).

(d) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE AND LAW
ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS.—Sanctions under this
section shall not apply with respect to—

(A) any activity subject to the reporting
requirements under title V of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.);
or

(B) any authorized intelligence or law en-
forcement activities of the United States.

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—Sanctions under this
section shall not apply to the admission or
parole of an alien into the United States if
such admission or parole is necessary to
comply with United States obligations under
the Agreement between the United Nations
and the United States of America regarding
the Headquarters of the United Nations,
signed at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and en-
tered into force November 21, 1947, or under
the Convention on Consular Relations, done
at Vienna April 24, 1963, and entered into
force March 19, 1967, or other international
obligations.

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions authorized
under this section shall not include the au-
thority or requirement to impose sanctions
on the importation of goods.

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

(e) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
application of sanctions under this section
with respect to a foreign person for renew-
able periods of not more than 90 days each if
the President determines and reports to Con-
gress that such a waiver is in the national
interests of the United States.

SEC. 1275. DETERMINATION OF SANCTIONS ON
ARMS MANUFACTURERS OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA EN-
GAGED IN WEAPONS SALES TO THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION.

(a) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall, with respect to each en-
tity specified in subsection (b)—

(1) submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a determination of whether the
entity engages in activities described in sub-
section (¢); and

(2) if the President determines the entity
engages in such activities, impose the sanc-
tions described in section 1274(b) with re-
spect to the entity.

(b) ENTITIES SPECIFIED.—The entities speci-
fied in this subsection are the following:

(1) China North Industries Group Corpora-
tion.

(2) Aviation Industry Corporation of China.

(3) China Electronics Technology Group
Corporation.

(4) China South Industries Group Corpora-
tion.

(5) China Aerospace Science and Industry
Corporation.

(6) China General Nuclear Power Group.

(7) China National Nuclear Corporation.

(8) China State Shipbuilding Corporation.

(c) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—The activities
described in this subsection are providing,
selling, transporting, or facilitating the sale
or transport of—

(1) arms, weapons, weapons systems, or
component parts for such arms, weapons, or
weapons systems, to any entity in the Rus-
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sian Federation or for ultimate use by the
Armed Forces of the Russian Federation; or

(2) any goods described in section 1274(a)(2).

SEC. 1276. STRATEGY TO COORDINATE WITH AL-
LIES AND PARTNERS TO DETER AND
UNDERMINE ONGOING SUPPORT OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
FOR THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION’S
WAR IN UKRAINE.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of the Treasury, shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
a strategy to engage with allies and partners
of the United States with respect to the de-
velopment of coordinated diplomatic, sanc-
tions, export control, and other actions to
deter and undermine the ongoing support of
the People’s Republic of China for the de-
fense industrial base of the Russian Federa-
tion.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A diplomatic plan entailing regular and
intensive United States engagement with al-
lies and partners of the United States, in-
cluding the European Union and its member
states, the United Kingdom, Japan, South
Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, regard-
ing coordinated sanctions and export control
actions designed to deter and undermine the
ongoing support of the People’s Republic of
China for the defense industrial base of the
Russian Federation.

(B) A plan to engage in concert with allies
and partners of the United States, collec-
tively and individually, and, as appropriate,
with financial institutions, financial regu-
lators, and private sector entities, regarding
compliance with existing and future sanc-
tions and export controls designed to deter
and undermine the ongoing support of the
People’s Republic of China for the defense in-
dustrial base of the Russian Federation.

(b) PROGRESS REPORTS.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and every 90 days thereafter, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Treasury, shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the progress of implementation of
the strategy required by subsection (a) that
includes an assessment of the efficacy of the
strategy in deterring and undermining the
ongoing support of the People’s Republic of
China for the defense industrial base of the
Russian Federation.

(c) ForRM.—The strategy required by sub-
section (a), and each report required by sub-
section (b), shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

SA 3556. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle F—Democracy in Georgia
SEC. 1271. SHORT TITLES.
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Mobi-
lizing and Enhancing Georgia’s Options for

Building Accountability, Resilience, and
Independence Act” or the “MEGOBARI
Act”.

SEC. 1272. DEFINITIONS.
In this subtitle:
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(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Financial Services
of the House of Representatives.

(2) GEORGIA.—The term ‘‘Georgia’ means
the country of Georgia.

(3) NATO.—The term ‘“NATO” means the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of State.

SEC. 1273. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the consolidation of democracy in
Georgia is critical for regional stability and
United States national interests;

(2) Georgia has seen significant demo-
cratic backsliding in recent years, as evi-
denced by numerous independent assess-
ments and measures;

(3) the current Georgian government is
increasingly hostile towards independent do-
mestic civil society, members of the opposi-
tion and its chief Euro-Atlantic partners
while increasingly embracing enhanced ties
with the Russian Federation, the People’s
Republic of China, and other anti-Western
authoritarian regimes;

(4) the United States has an interest in
protecting and securing democracy in Geor-
gia; and

(5) the United States’s decision to sus-
pend the- United States-Georgia Strategic
Partnership Commission on November 30,
2024, should remain in effect until the Gov-
ernment of Georgia takes measures—

(A) to end political repressions against
civil society, media organizations and mem-
bers of the opposition and fully restore the
constitutional rights of the Georgian people;
and

(B) to uphold its constitutional obliga-
tion to advance Euro-Atlantic integration.
SEC. 1274. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to support the constitutionally stated
aspirations of Georgia to become a member
of the European Union and NATO, which is
made clear under Article 78 of the Constitu-
tion of Georgia and is supported by the over-
whelming majority of the citizens of Geor-
gla;

(2) to continue supporting the capacity of
the Government of Georgia to protect its
sovereignty and territorial integrity from
further Russian aggression or encroachment
within its internationally recognized bor-
ders;

(3) to emphasize the importance of con-
tributing to international efforts—

(A) to combat Russian aggression, in-
cluding through restrictions on trade with
Russia and the implementation and enforce-
ment of worldwide sanctions on Russia; and

(B) to reduce, rather than increase, trade
ties between Georgia and Russia;

(4) to continue supporting the ongoing
development of democratic values in Geor-
gia, including free and fair elections, free-
dom of association, an independent and ac-
countable judiciary, an independent media,
public-sector transparency and account-
ability, the rule of law, countering malign
influence, and anti-corruption efforts and to
impose swift consequences on individuals
