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unfortunate outcome, as has been
pointed out multiple times now, is that
it probably ends up in some continuing
resolution where all the work that was
done by the Senator from Kansas, the
Senator from Maryland, the Senator
from Maine, the Senator from Wash-
ington, and others could very well go
by the wayside and we end up funding
the government at some CR level with-
out all the input that all the members
of the committee have had up to this
point. I find that really unfortunate,
but that is where we are.

Just so everybody understands what
happens next, if this consent agree-
ment fails, we will have to strip out
the Commerce-Justice-Science appro-
priations bill, which carries a lot of
things that people have worked for
some time on, and then we will see
where it goes from there. But I can’t
predict the fate of that bill from this
point forward.

And, at least, what the Senator from
Maryland gets, if we get on this pack-
age of bills, is a vote on his amendment
by the U.S. Senate. He had a vote in
committee. We have had process. We
have more regular order ahead of us.
He is going to hold 99 Senators hostage
to try and get a guaranteed result on
his amendment. It is not the way this
place works.

I hope that we can get back to where
it works like it is supposed to—where
bills come to the floor, we have an open
amendment process, and we don’t have
individual Senators blocking the op-
portunity for every other Senator in
this country to be heard from.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
will be very brief because we have cov-
ered a lot of territory here.

I hope we can get to the place where
we make decisions in this Senate, in
this Congress, on their own merits,
among ourselves, without direct intru-
sion by the President of the United
States.

That, unfortunately, is what we wit-
nessed in the Appropriations Com-
mittee process.

We would be in a very different place
here on the floor today if we hadn’t
seen the effort to overturn a decision
the committee had made on a majority
vote with respect to the security of the
men and women of the FBI. It would
have been a very different situation.

So, again, let’s dedicate ourselves to
making sure that as we move forward,
we do so as Senators—Republican and
Democratic Senators—and not essen-
tially take direction from the Presi-
dent of the United States who is trying
very hard to interfere with this proc-
ess.

I yield the floor.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 186.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Andrew Puzder,
of Tennessee, to be Representative of
the United States of America to the
European Union, with the rank of Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary.

The

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 186, An-
drew Puzder, of Tennessee, to be Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
European Union, with the rank of Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary.

John Thune, John R. Curtis, Bernie
Moreno, Tommy Tuberville, Kevin
Cramer, Ron Johnson, Shelley Moore
Capito, John Boozman, John Barrasso,
Marsha Blackburn, Roger Marshall,
Jon A. Husted, Roger F. Wicker, Jim
Banks, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Ted Budd,
David McCormick.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 100.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Brian Burch, of
Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Holy
See.

The

CLOTURE MOTION
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 100, Brian
Burch, of Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Holy See.

John Thune, Bernie Moreno, Tim
Sheehy, David McCormick, Ted Budd,
Roger Marshall, Cynthia M. Lummis,
James E. Risch, Joni Ernst, Mike
Crapo, John R. Curtis, Markwayne
Mullin, John Barrasso, Bill Hagerty,
Dan Sullivan, Mike Rounds, Kevin
Cramer.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 151.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jason Reding
Quinones, of Florida, to be United
States Attorney for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida for the term of four
years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 151, Jason
Reding Quinones, of Florida, to be United
States Attorney for the Southern District of
Florida for the term of four years.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, Markwayne
Mullin, Mike Crapo, John Barrasso,
John Boozman, Bill Cassidy, Kevin
Cramer, Todd Young, David McCor-
mick, Rick Scott of Florida, Mike
Rounds, Marsha Blackburn, Shelley
Moore Capito, Pete Ricketts, Ashley B.
Moody, Roger Marshall.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.



July 31, 2025

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 322.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jeanine Pirro,
of New York, to be United States At-
torney for the District of Columbia for
the term of four years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 322, Jean-
ine Pirro, of New York, to be United States
Attorney for the District of Columbia for the
term of four years.

John Thune, Tommy Tuberville, Bernie
Moreno, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
John R. Curtis, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Mike Rounds, Katie Boyd Britt, Roger
Marshall, Pete Ricketts, John Booz-
man, David McCormick, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Rick Scott of Florida,
Eric Schmitt, Lindsey Graham.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 162.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Luke Lindberg,
of South Dakota, to be Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Trade and
Foreign Agricultural Affairs.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
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under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 162, Luke
Lindberg, of South Dakota, to be Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Trade and Foreign
Agricultural Affairs.

John Thune, Bill Hagerty, Tommy
Tuberville, John Boozman, Mike
Rounds, James Lankford, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Ted Budd, Tom Cotton, Bernie
Moreno, Markwayne Mullin, Ron John-
son, Roger F. Wicker, Steve Daines,
Marsha Blackburn, John R. Curtis,
Katie Boyd Britt.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 52.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Catherine Han-
son, of South Carolina, to be Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 52, Cath-
erine Hanson, of South Carolina, to be Chief
Financial Officer, Environmental Protection
Agency.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John R. Cur-
tis, Joni Ernst, Mike Crapo, Bill
Hagerty, Tommy Tuberville, Roger
Marshall, John Boozman, Ron Johnson,
Rick Scott of Florida, Steve Daines,
Tom Cotton, Mike Rounds, Ted Budd,
Pete Ricketts, John Hoeven.

The

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 301.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of John Arrigo, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Por-
tuguese Republic.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 301, John
Arrigo, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Portuguese
Republic.

John Thune, Tommy Tuberville, Bernie
Moreno, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
John R. Curtis, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Mike Rounds, Katie Boyd Britt, Roger
Marshall, Pete Ricketts, John Booz-
man, David McCormick, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Rick Scott of Florida,
Eric Schmitt, John Cornyn.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 266.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Sean
Cairncross, of Minnesota, to be Na-
tional Cyber Director.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
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