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secured for that to finally start the 
process of replacing that bridge. It is in 
desperate need to actually get done. 

We were able to get so many things 
done this year, and we are halfway 
through the year. 

One quick story. I am so incredibly 
proud of a lot of our caseworkers who 
are back home. We focus on the needs 
of the constituents in Oklahoma. The 
field staff that we have traveling 
around the State do a remarkable job 
helping people problem-solve, but I 
have to highlight one quick story. 

We had a veteran who was 106 years 
old who was a World War II veteran. He 
was in Edmond, OK. He had actually 
never received his medals after he 
served in World War II, never. His fam-
ily had thought about it, and he had 
thought about it for a long time, but 
the records were long gone. 

So my team jumped on it. We did the 
research, worked with the U.S. Army. 
We were able to track down some very 
old World War II records and were able 
to get to Mr. McGregor his medals. 

It made it even more fun because we 
were able to deliver them to him just 
over a month ago, on Father’s Day 
weekend, when his whole family was 
able to come in and was able to stand 
there with him as he—that World War 
II veteran—finally received the medals 
and the gratitude from a grateful na-
tion. 

It is an honor to be able to work on 
so many tax policy issues and other 
things, but it is an absolute privilege 
to be able to honor people worthy of 
honor. And there are a bunch of great 
Oklahomans like that. 

We have more to do, and we will keep 
going on this. It has been a great start 
to a year, but we are just getting start-
ed. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts. 
NOMINATION OF CASEY MULLIGAN 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship Com-
mittee, I rise today to oppose the nom-
ination of Casey Mulligan to be Chief 
Counsel for Advocacy at the Small 
Business Administration. 

On April 2, the committee reported 
out the Mulligan nomination by a vote 
of 10 to 9. Not one Democrat voted in 
support. 

Dr. Mulligan represents yet another 
radical departure from the norms we 
should expect from government, cour-
tesy of the Trump administration. 

The Office of Advocacy was created 
to serve as an independent voice for 
small businesses. It is charged by stat-
ute with examining how Executive ac-
tions affect small businesses. However, 
Dr. Mulligan, an economist at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, subscribes to an ul-
traconservative school of thought that 
opposes regulation in almost any form. 

Dr. Mulligan actually rejects regula-
tions that protect the environment, 
safeguard fair treatment of workers, 
and keeps products from injuring con-

sumers. He has a decades-long track 
record of questioning basic protections 
that most Americans take for granted. 
He has cast doubt on the need for a 
mandatory minimum wage. He called 
into question paid sick leave and un-
employment insurance. He vigorously 
opposes ObamaCare and even went so 
far as to make the absurd argument 
that ObamaCare was responsible for 
making the great recession even worse. 

This is the leadership that President 
Trump envisions for the independent 
Office of Advocacy. But this office is 
just too important to entrust to some-
one like Dr. Mulligan. 

As I stand here, countless small busi-
nesses across the Nation are facing the 
threat of closure because of President 
Trump’s destructive trade war. Yet 
since coming under the control of this 
administration, the Office of 
Advocacy’s Trump-appointed interim 
leadership has not yet held a single 
roundtable about tariffs or even, as far 
as anyone can tell, published a single 
word about how tariffs might be harm-
ing small businesses across our Nation. 

We have 13 million small businesses 
in America. Do you think that would 
be something that the Small Business 
Administration would be thinking 
about? 

How is it that an office whose sole 
purpose is to call attention to how 
small businesses are affected by admin-
istration policy has failed to mention 
tariffs even once? Are they talking to 
small businesses or are they looking 
over their shoulders and saying, ‘‘No, 
we are just going to remain silent 
about the obvious,’’ worried that any-
thing that runs counter to the Trump 
administration’s policy will lead to 
their dismissal. 

That is my concern, and that should 
be America’s concern. If the interim 
leadership at the Office of Advocacy is 
too scared to raise the obvious point 
that small businesses are being crushed 
by the Trump tariffs, we can only 
imagine what the President’s hand-
picked nominee will do if he is con-
firmed. 

The Office of Advocacy needs strong, 
independent leadership that can stand 
up to the administration when small 
businesses are under threat. 

I urge my colleagues to vote no on 
this nomination so that our Nation’s 34 
million small business owners have a 
real advocate looking out for them and 
not just another Trump yes-man. 

At this point, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I want 

to start tonight by addressing those on 
my side of the aisle. 

My friends, I am taking the floor 
with a simple message to you: Don’t 
give up. We cannot give up. We can’t 
afford to give up. The American people 
are demanding we don’t give up. They 
are demanding we get up, and we fight 
back. 

We have to fight back against the at-
tacks on our healthcare system, 
against the attacks on families across 
our country—especially the poorest— 
on reproductive rights. We can’t give 
up on our neighbors seeking asylum or 
education through our country’s lawful 
processes. We can’t give up on afford-
able energy that keeps the lights on, 
bills low, and our air clean—wind, 
solar, all-electric vehicles, battery 
storage technologies; the future. We 
can’t give up. 

Republicans have taken a battering 
ram to the American healthcare sys-
tem, a system that was already too ex-
pensive, too inaccessible, too com-
plicated for too many Americans. And 
what have they done? They have passed 
legislation to slash $850 billion from 
Medicaid, $500 billion from Medicare, 
$300 billion from the Affordable Care 
Act, and they are slashing NIH re-
search—research on Alzheimer’s, can-
cer, diabetes. Alzheimer’s—slashing the 
funding to find a cure for the diseases 
which run through every family in 
America, just slashing it. Slashing the 
Centers for Disease Control, slashing 
it. Just an absolute evisceration of the 
healthcare system in our country. 

And what are we going to see? Ac-
cording to the Yale University, 51,000 
additional deaths per year over the 
next 10 years. A half a million people 
dying because of those cuts in those 
programs. That is what the Repub-
licans have done in their Big Beautiful 
Bill. People are going to die because of 
that. 

And how have they done it? Well, 
Trump and his backers have done this 
by breaking the basic functions of de-
mocracy, violating institutional 
norms, and treating people’s lives as 
expendable. He has done it through cor-
ruption, intimidation, illegal power 
grabs, and plain cruelty. 

Already, the Republicans cut $2.5 bil-
lion from the National Institutes of 
Health, $11.4 billion from the Centers 
for Disease Control, and cut program-
ming for mental health, environmental 
health, and reproductive health. People 
are about to receive notices that their 
insurance costs are going up. They are 
going to be skyrocketing. Hospitals 
and Planned Parenthood clinics are al-
ready closing. Americans aren’t experi-
encing this one at a time because it is 
happening all at once across our coun-
try. 

Republicans acted on Trump’s Big 
Oil-funded vendetta against wind and 
solar energy by cutting incentives for 
the cleanest and the cheapest sources 
of electricity, all to pad the pockets of 
their fossil fuel friends: the oil, the gas, 
and the coal industry. 

The companies that have created the 
climate crisis are the ones that have 
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given hundreds of millions of dollars to 
Donald Trump for his election last 
year, and now they are collecting by 
promising to destroy wind and solar 
and all-electric vehicles and battery 
storage technologies—the competitors 
to the energy sources of the 20th cen-
tury and the 19th century—destroying 
the future for young people, who are 
looking to a clean energy future in the 
21st century. 

Trump’s ‘‘One Big Ugly Bill’’ elimi-
nated the residential clean and effi-
cient energy incentives; they ripped 
out the funding for heat pumps. They 
are pretty much pulling them out of 
the walls, pulling solar panels off of 
roofs—in other words, committing 
highway robbery on homeowners who 
want to lower their bills, breathe clean 
air, and ensure a livable future for 
their families. 

The ‘‘Big Ugly Bill’’ is going to mean 
a lot of big, ugly healthcare and big, 
ugly, higher energy bills arriving in 
the mail by the millions for families 
all across our country. 

Republicans are forcing us back-
wards. Republicans are looking at 
America in a rearview mirror, not 
straight ahead toward the future which 
we should have for every family—a 
cleaner, healthier, more fair, and more 
safe future for everyone. No, that is 
not where they want to take us. 

Democrats must stop the bleeding 
and fight hard for something better. 
And that means us. As part of that 
fight, we should not agree to a govern-
ment funding deal that makes Ameri-
cans’ lives harder and more expensive. 
We can say loud and clear that we want 
to reverse Medicaid and Affordable 
Care cuts; no cuts for research into 
cancer and Alzheimer’s and diabetes; 
no attacks on affordable, renewable en-
ergy; no cuts to affordable housing; to 
save public broadcasting; to protect 
public weather services; to save the 
EPA from being destroyed. 

The Republicans are turning the EPA 
into ‘‘Every Polluter’s Ally.’’ It is an 
open door for the oil, gas, coal, and pol-
luting industries all across our country 
over at the EPA right now. DOGE is 
just saying: Welcome. Tell us what 
other environmental protection you 
want us to take off of the books that 
have helped to increase life expectancy 
in our Nation. 

Beyond our fights for programs that 
help working families, we should not 
agree to a government funding deal 
that doesn’t stop the lawlessness of the 
Trump administration. The Trump ad-
ministration must spend what Con-
gress allocates. If Republicans won’t 
say that out loud—that Donald Trump 
should follow the laws passed by this 
legislative body—what good are the 
funding laws that the House and Sen-
ate passed that are signed by the Presi-
dent? What is the whole point of hav-
ing a House and Senate if Donald 
Trump and Russell Vought over at 
OMB say: We don’t have to pay any at-
tention. 

OMB is not written into the U.S. 
Constitution. There was no revolution 

to make sure that Russell Vought at 
OMB gets to decide which programs get 
funded. When people were going down 
Mass Avenue in Massachusetts—from 
Arlington, to Lexington, to Concord— 
they were saying: No taxation without 
representation. We want a House. We 
want a Senate. We are going to have a 
revolution. We don’t want a King. We 
want controls. We want safeguards. 

If we can pass a bill that funds pro-
grams that better the lives of Ameri-
cans in every State but Republicans 
refuse to commit that they won’t then 
cut that same funding with a partisan 
vote later because Trump tells them 
to, what good are our funding laws? 
What was the whole point of biparti-
sanship in the first place? 

Even if Republicans say that they 
will keep the promise of that funding, 
how can we believe them? How can we 
buy their promises when they have bro-
ken them before, over and over again? 
As recently as this month, they broke 
their promise. 

Republicans are the ones who started 
the government shutdown on January 
22, the day of the first Executive orders 
to cut funding across the government. 
We started this administration with 
Trump unilaterally and illegally with-
holding bipartisan-passed funding from 
whole Departments, like USAID, to 
targeting individual recipients, such as 
Harvard University in Massachusetts— 
cutting the funding at Harvard for can-
cer, for Alzheimer’s, for diabetes, for 
Parkinson’s, for the diseases for which 
they were looking to find a cure for 
families. 

Republicans then unilaterally passed 
a continuing resolution last March be-
cause they and Trump refused to nego-
tiate with Democrats. Republicans uni-
laterally passed a reconciliation bill to 
fund only their priorities, including 
lavish tax breaks for the wealthy and 
huge increases to the Defense Depart-
ment budget, while gutting Medicaid 
and food assistance and Medicare and 
kicking 10 million Americans off of 
healthcare—10 million Americans are 
going to lose their healthcare—halting 
funding to clean up our air; causing en-
ergy bills to spike by attacking afford-
able, renewable energy. 

Republicans also raised the debt 
limit in that bill because they didn’t 
want to negotiate with Democrats over 
that. 

Republicans unilaterally passed, in 
the dark of night, cuts to public broad-
casting and global health just a couple 
of weeks ago, even though Congress 
had previously passed that funding on 
a bipartisan basis. 

Democrats and Republicans vote for 
it, it goes down to the White House, 
and the President signs it. And the 
President says: Oh, not binding on me. 
I can now do whatever I want. 

So everything that is taught to kids 
in the sixth grade about how our bills 
become law—that is just going into a 
shredder. That is just Etch A Sketched 
right out of history. 

The President wants to be a King. 

And that is where it all started 250 
years ago, right along Massachusetts 
Avenue in Massachusetts: The redcoats 
are coming. King George wants to be 
controlling us without any representa-
tion from the people who are in the 
Colonies. 

That is what we fought for—right 
here. The whole revolution was fought 
to build this building so that there was 
representation. Republicans just don’t 
care about that. 

Just this month, Trump’s budget czar 
Russell Vought said he wanted the ap-
propriations process to be less bipar-
tisan—less bipartisan. 

Remember when Trump said he 
didn’t know anything about Project 
2025? Remember when he said that? 
They asked him in September of 2024: 
What about Project 2025? 

Don’t know anything about it, says 
Trump. 

In October: What about Project 2025? 
Don’t know anything about it, he 

said. 
Well, Russell Vought is now the head 

of OMB. He wrote Project 2025. Trump 
gave the job to Russell Vought to then 
implement Project 2025. 

Would you all agree that the Presi-
dent had a very high prevarication co-
efficient as he was talking about his 
knowledge of Project 2025? Do you all 
agree he knew exactly what he was 
doing; he was just lying to the Amer-
ican people? I think so. 

The White House and Vought are say-
ing they will use their own pocket re-
scissions—just another term for illegal 
impoundment of taxpayer money—to 
enact DOGE cuts in anything that Con-
gress passes. 

So I will quote Mark Twain to my 
Democratic colleagues. ‘‘There is noth-
ing to be learned from the second kick 
of a mule’’ to your behind. 

Maya Angelou put it more nicely: 
When someone tells you who they are 
the first time, you should believe them. 

So Republicans are already plotting 
to eliminate the Department of Edu-
cation through another partisan vote 
to steal taxpayer money for their own 
purposes. And I don’t want to urge 
them to do the right thing because I 
have no confidence and no evidence 
that they will do the right thing, re-
gardless of our request that they re-
member the bipartisan spirit that has 
always defined the appropriations proc-
ess. To quote the great comedian Oscar 
Levant, they ‘‘will double cross that 
bridge when’’ they come to it. That is 
who they are. They are double-crossers. 
We can all see what happened in that 
rescission process, and we know they 
are planning more double-crossing 
coming right down the line. 

Republicans are asking us not to be-
lieve our own eyes that have seen them 
cut funding to our States and to pro-
grams that save lives in our country. 
They are asking us not to believe our 
own ears that have heard them say 
they are going to cut and they are 
going to withhold funding for our spe-
cial needs students, for cancer re-
search, for farmers. 
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Republicans and Trump do not care 

about working with Democrats. When 
they say ‘‘bipartisan process,’’ what 
they really mean is ‘‘We are going to 
do whatever we want to do. We are the 
Republicans; we are in charge of the 
whole country. We don’t need to talk 
to anybody.’’ 

Democrats don’t have many tools, 
being in the minority, but an impor-
tant one is doing everything we can to 
slow down this Trump march to in-
creased costs, lost healthcare, and ulti-
mately an economic catastrophe. So I 
have continued to vote against all 
Trump nominees because their only job 
is to execute Trump’s illegal and un-
constitutional agenda. I am voting no. 

Those who have gotten bipartisan 
support have acted in their jobs just as 
partisan as the rest of them. Anyone 
who has stood up for independence and 
the rule of law—they have been fired 
by Trump. Just show that you have 
independence. Just show that you are 
going to stand up for the Constitution. 
Just raise a question. They fire you in 
the Trump administration. And what 
have Republicans done about it? Noth-
ing. More nominations for more un-
qualified candidates. 

I wasn’t aware that Donald Trump 
placed one of his tariffs on courage, be-
cause we appear to be experiencing a 
Congress-wide shortage. And that is 
what is troubling, I think, to the 
American people because that is what 
is going to cause the problems that are 
about to be seen across our Nation. 

The Trump administration thinks 
Congress is irrelevant, and unfortu-
nately Republicans don’t appear to 
have any interest in disabusing them of 
that notion. Just look at the Depart-
ment of Energy. This month, the De-
partment of Energy announced openly 
that it is ignoring the appropriations 
law on funding for wind and solar and 
all-electric vehicles—or, as young peo-
ple call it, the future. 

Only today, the Government Ac-
countability Office said that the De-
partment of Energy broke the law by 
failing to distribute funding for the 
Renew America’s Schools Program, as 
directed by Congress. 

We have to ask ourselves: How is 
passing another appropriations law 
going to address that lawlessness? It is 
like the definition of insanity—doing 
the exact same thing over and over 
again and expecting different results. 

And it is just not about budgets. It is 
not just about dollars and cents. It is 
about common sense. That is what we 
are going to have to bring to this proc-
ess because Trump and his henchmen 
have been on a deregulatory blitz. 

The latest and perhaps the most 
egregious is the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Administrator’s—Lee 
Zeldin—announcement this week that 
the Trump administration is repealing 
the finding that climate change endan-
gers our lives and health and safety. 
That is like a doctor repealing the find-
ing that smoking causes lung cancer— 
but that is the head of the EPA under 

Donald Trump working for the oil, gas, 
and coal industry—or a firefighter re-
pealing the finding that a lit match 
can burn down a house. That is the 
head of the EPA for Donald Trump. He 
says there is no such thing as climate 
change that needs any kind of action 
by the American people for the next 
generation of Americans—to protect 
them. 

All I can say is, you can try to censor 
information, you can try to silence sci-
entists—and they are firing them, the 
biologists and the chemists at the 
EPA, by the hundreds. They are just 
firing all these people who were summa 
cum laude in college, all the kids that 
sat in the first row in your high school 
class, all those biologists and chemists. 
They are firing them all. They don’t 
want to hear about climate change. 
They don’t want to hear about the 
science. 

So you can try to bury the facts, you 
can try to bury the reality, but you 
can’t change that. You can’t change it. 

The endangerment finding is backed 
by science. The endangerment finding 
is backed by law. It has withstood 
every single attempt to challenge it so 
far. 

You are saying: What is the 
endangerment finding? Well, in Massa-
chusetts v. EPA, in a Supreme Court 
decision in 2007, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the EPA had to determine: 
Do greenhouse gases in large amounts 
endanger the lives and well-being and 
welfare of citizens in the United 
States? And the EPA made that finding 
under Barack Obama, using science, 
saying: Yes, there is an endangerment. 

That is the law we have operated 
under for 15 years. That is why we have 
cleaner cars. That is why utilities 
don’t send up as much pollution up 
into the air—because of that finding. 
That is why we have lowered the tem-
perature, lowered the thermostat in 
the United States and across the plan-
et. We have just reduced the tempera-
ture. 

Well, the endangerment finding gave 
the EPA the power to regulate planet- 
warming greenhouse gases as air pollu-
tion under the Clean Air Act because 
climate change threatens our welfare, 
and that authority came from the Su-
preme Court of the United States. 

Driven by the devastation that cli-
mate change wreaked on its citizens, 
Massachusetts sued the EPA for not 
regulating the gases that contribute to 
climate change, and Massachusetts 
won. The Supreme Court agreed that 
the EPA was obligated to safeguard 
people from the actual and imminent 
threat that greenhouse gases pose to 
people everywhere, and that is known 
as the endangerment finding. 

Nearly two decades later, that danger 
has only gotten worse, more intense, 
more acute, and more personal for ev-
eryone in our country and around the 
world, and we have to be the leaders, 
not the laggards. 

You can’t preach temperance from a 
barstool. You can’t tell the rest of the 

world to do something if you are not 
doing it. You can’t tell someone not to 
drink a beer or have a cigar in their 
hand if you have a cigar in your hand 
and a beer in the other hand. No one is 
going to follow you. 

That is where Donald Trump has 
taken us now on climate change. That 
is where Lee Zeldin has taken us on cli-
mate change. He has given away the 
moral authority, the technological 
leadership that should be the United 
States of America. 

And I breathed—I breathed—that 
dirty air from wildfire smoke. I have 
seen horrible floods steal the liveli-
hoods of Massachusetts farmers and 
warming waters wreck the fishing 
grounds off of our coast of Massachu-
setts. I have grieved with those who 
lost lives in hurricanes, those who were 
forced from their family homes thanks 
to rising tides. 

Look at those families and tell me 
that this isn’t dangerous. Look at 
those young people who worry about 
their future and see every year hotter 
than the last. Every year is warmer 
than the preceding one, and that is be-
cause the oil, gas, and coal industry 
continues to send more and more of 
these greenhouse gases up into the at-
mosphere. Look at the families paying 
skyrocketing electric and home insur-
ance bills, wondering how they are 
going to keep their kids safe in a crisis 
and keep food on the table. Tell me 
their welfare isn’t hurt by the climate 
crisis. 

This endangerment finding keeps us 
safe. It says that there is danger and 
something must be done about it be-
cause you can’t fix what you won’t 
face. There is danger from sending all 
of those pollutants up into the atmos-
phere. Then, like the ceiling here, it is 
captured, and then the heat is held in, 
and the planet gets warmer and warm-
er, and the fires become hotter and 
hotter, and the floods gets bigger and 
bigger, and the storms get more and 
more violent because we keep the heat 
in because of the greenhouse effect of 
all of those pollutants. 

This administration just continues to 
bury its head in the sand and will bury 
Americans along with it. We are going 
to lose a lot of lives. 

Now, we have discovered a second 
endangerment finding. Lee Zeldin and 
Donald Trump are a clear and present 
danger to the welfare of our Nation 
today. 

I think it is pretty clear to young 
people that they have made their own 
endangerment finding. They know Don-
ald Trump is a danger to them. They 
know Lee Zeldin at the EPA is a dan-
ger to them. 

How did they justify this decision in 
the White House when all of the 
science in the world is against them? 
The Trump administration found five 
crank, faux scientists and gave them a 
platform for lies and misinformation. 
These known climate deniers argued 
that our seas aren’t rising more quick-
ly and that extreme heat caused by 
global warming can’t affect our crops. 
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Putting these five climate deniers in 

charge of a climate-science report is 
like putting a vaccine denier in charge 
of the national health Agency. Wait. 
Wait. I am sorry. They did that as well. 
They did that as well. A vaccine denier 
is running the Department of Health 
and Human Services. It is unbelievable. 

In an era where science should be 
venerated, in fact, it is just being dis-
regarded across all of Trump’s Agen-
cies. 

This report put out by the Depart-
ment of Energy ignored the over-
whelming scientific consensus and on-
going body of evidence that climate 
change puts us in danger, evidence that 
we are already bearing witness to. You 
don’t need to be a climate scientist to 
see that storms are becoming more fu-
rious and more deadly. 

Just this month, we saw extreme 
weather take the lives of loved ones in 
Texas in that flooding and in New Mex-
ico, and those floods were supercharged 
by climate change. That climate 
change was driven by the greed of the 
fossil fuel industry, the oil, gas, and 
coal industries. 

This sham Department of Energy re-
port is an attack on common sense, 
and it is an attack on public safety. 

Trump and Zeldin are arguing that 
American transportation emissions 
don’t contribute to global climate 
change. EPA’s own data shows that if 
our transportation sector was a coun-
try, it would be the fourth largest 
emitter of greenhouse gases in the 
world. 

They argue that sea levels aren’t ris-
ing, that warming temperatures can’t 
kill. That climate denial is going to 
cost lives. They are just denying 
science. They are denying reality. They 
are denying what everyone sees 3 
nights out of 7 on their television sets 
as the lead story—these wild storms 
and wildfires that affect all parts of 
our country. They are saying that 
warming temperatures can’t kill. Well, 
again, climate denial costs lives. 

This is Trump’s America, where EPA 
stands for ‘‘Every Polluter’s Ally.’’ It 
is just a revolving door. Come on in, 
tell us which environmental regula-
tions are making you less profitable, 
and we will give you permission to ig-
nore those environmental laws and 
send more pollution up into the air— 
more cancers, more asthma, more dis-
ease in children and pregnant women. 
We will just give you a permission slip 
to go and do it. 

Your health is sacrificed for their 
wealth. 

Trump and Zeldin and their whole 
cabal of polluters should be ashamed, 
and they should be held accountable. 

From day one, Trump has had it out 
for any technology that might save 
money for working Americans, usually 
for reasons that range from the per-
sonal, like his problems with water-ef-
ficient toilets, to the personally en-
riching for Donald Trump. 

Look at wind power. Trump’s crusade 
against wind power dates to 2006, when 

he bought an 1,800-acre estate in Scot-
land near a planned wind farm that he 
warned would be ‘‘really ugly.’’ You 
know he just wants better views for the 
golf courses, for which he is willing to 
violate our ethics laws. 

Now look at his fossil fuel donors. In 
April of 2024, Trump demanded $1 bil-
lion in campaign donations from the 
fossil fuel industry, at Mar-a-Lago. 
Give me $1 billion, he said, and I will 
take care of those environmental prob-
lems for you. And the fossil fuel indus-
try has been cashing it in for favors 
ever since. 

In the first 2 weeks alone in the 
Trump administration, Trump’s top 15 
fossil fuel billionaire donors—other-
wise known as the ‘‘oilgarchy’’—in-
creased their wealth by a collective $2.4 
billion. 

In the ‘‘Big Ugly Bill,’’ mom-and-pop 
taxpayers were forced to give $18 bil-
lion in handouts to Big Oil and Big 
Gas. That is the One Big Beautiful Bill 
that the Republicans brag about. Do 
they brag about the $18 billion they 
gave to the oil, gas, and coal industry? 
You are not going to hear that when 
you hear the litany of the things they 
were concerned about. That is on top of 
the $35 billion the fossil fuel industry 
already gets in tax breaks and has got-
ten for decades and decades and dec-
ades. 

Do you know what drives them 
crazy? When we give tax breaks for 
wind and solar, all-electric vehicles, 
battery storage technologies. That is 
what drives them crazy—when the 
competition can finally get up and 
compete. 

That is what Donald Trump is doing 
in return for the funding from the oil, 
gas, and coal industry. He is just 
unleveling the playing field so that the 
fossil fuel industry, as they were in the 
19th and 20th centuries, can dominate 
in the 21st century, regardless of the 
environmental impacts and the health 
impacts on the American people. 

The result of Trump’s showboating 
on trade, besides higher costs for 
American families—Trump said the 
European Union would buy $750 billion 
of energy resources from the United 
States over the next 3 years. You heard 
him say that just last week. This is 
more than pay to play; it is pay to slay 
our chance at a livable future—our 
clean air, our clean water, our afford-
able energy bills. 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s attacks 
on clean and cheap energy just abso-
lutely are ahistorical. In the ‘‘One Big 
Ugly Bill,’’ Republicans took aim at 
the cheapest form of energy out there: 
renewable energy. It is cheaper than oil 
and gas and coal, and they hate that 
now. It is a young person’s vision for 
the future. 

Their legislation essentially puts a 
new tax on cheap, clean power—raising 
costs for ratepayers everywhere as 
projects to install new generation slow 
to a crawl, which is deeply ironic given 
that nearly 80 percent of clean energy 
investments from the Inflation Reduc-

tion Act of 2022 that they sought to de-
stroy have gone to Republican dis-
tricts, creating hundreds of thousands 
of jobs in red districts across this coun-
try. Think about that. Trump is ac-
tively working to destroy economic 
growth and jobs in the very places that 
got him elected. 

More demand, less supply. More 
costs, less relief. Bills going up by 
more than $100 a year per family. We 
are already seeing energy costs start to 
spike, rising nearly three times higher 
this year than during Biden’s term and 
rising three times as fast as general in-
flation. 

This is a predictor of coming atroc-
ities due to the Big Beautiful Bill. 
Electricity rates are spiking across our 
country. People are seeing it in their 
bills on their kitchen tables. Energy is 
getting more expensive more quickly 
for every family across our country, 
and that is all thanks to the Repub-
licans’ ‘‘Big Ugly Bill.’’ 

But that is not all. The ‘‘Big Ugly 
Bill’’ will increase emissions equiva-
lent to putting 72 million new cars on 
the road and eliminates pollution-re-
duction programs, leading to approxi-
mately hundreds of additional pre-
mature deaths in our country every 
single year. This means more asthma, 
more heart attacks, more families los-
ing loved ones—all because Repub-
licans want to give billionaire pol-
luters another bonus. 

Kill the new industries, Trump says, 
Big Oil says. Kill those new industries. 
And they did. 

Undermining clean energy means all 
of us breathe dirtier air, costing Amer-
icans in expensive trips to the emer-
gency room for asthma attacks, lost 
schooldays, lost workdays. Asthma is 
already responsible for nearly 1.8 mil-
lion emergency department visits, over 
94,000 hospitalizations, more than 3,500 
deaths annually. And what the Repub-
licans have done in cooperation with 
Donald Trump is it is supercharging— 
it is supercharging—asthma visits to 
emergency rooms in our country. 

Cutting clean energy is making all of 
those health benefits go away, and the 
economic burden of asthma is stag-
gering. Let me give you the numbers. 
It costs our healthcare system approxi-
mately $50 billion each year, almost $3 
billion in lost school and work days, 
and $29 billion from mortality. The cu-
mulative impact of breathing dirty air 
from living near a highway or a power-
plant means your risk of lung cancer 
skyrockets. Nearly $24 billion was 
spent on lung cancer in 2020, and it 
costs each patient $200,000, on average. 
But wait, there is more. 

At the same time that the bill 
slashes Medicaid and slashes the Af-
fordable Care Act as it pays out to 
dirty, expensive energy that pollutes 
your lungs, it also cuts billions in his-
toric investments from the Inflation 
Reduction Act, in environmental jus-
tice, and air pollution reduction pro-
grams, even at schools. 

This included the $20 billion climate 
bank that I secured with CHRIS VAN 
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HOLLEN in the Inflation Reduction Act, 
which is projected to spur more than 
$250 billion in public and private sector 
investment to create jobs, lower Amer-
icans’ energy costs, strengthen our en-
ergy independence, combat the climate 
crisis, deploy solar, deploy charging 
stations for electric vehicles. That was 
the climate bank, which I was able to 
create with CHRIS VAN HOLLEN. They 
want to eliminate that. They have 
taken it to court. It was working too 
successfully. Anything that is working 
to deploy clean energy technologies, 
they hate. 

Republicans also targeted clean car 
regulations that saved drivers money 
at the pump. Instead of the dawn of the 
clean energy future, Republicans are 
sunsetting incentives that would spur 
clean domestic manufacturing for in-
dustries. 

This bill is on track to destroy more 
than 840,000 American jobs by 2030 in 
the clean energy sector. This is the 
largest job-destroying bill to ever pass 
Congress—killed 840,000 new jobs. 
Never before has Congress done any-
thing like this, deliberately, inten-
tionally killing all of those jobs. And 
that means fewer manufacturing, solar 
installation, home efficiency contracts 
all across our country. 

States with the largest job losses: 
Texas, Florida, Indiana, Georgia. They 
voted to destroy the jobs in their own 
States. They were going to be the cen-
ter of this revolution. That is where 
the manufacturing plants were. But 
the oil, gas, and coal industry, they 
said to Donald Trump: Kill it. And each 
of them received, as it is said in ‘‘The 
Godfather,’’ part 1—they each got an 
offer they couldn’t refuse. So as a re-
sult, they voted to kill all of that job 
creation. 

This isn’t a red State or blue State 
issue; this is creating a national eco-
nomic crisis. The States with the high-
est spikes in energy prices: South Caro-
lina, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana. Their prices are spiking 
right now and have been and are going 
to continue to spike because of this 
bill. 

This administration has made their 
tradeoff clear: your future for their 
profit. That is Trump’s ‘‘Art of the 
Deal.’’ You give up your future, and we 
get to make billions. So this is abso-
lutely something that young people in 
our country, the next generation, they 
are going to be devastated by these de-
cisions. And it is going to unfold next 
year, 5 years from now, 10 years from 
now, 20 years from now. 

They are going to be looking back, 
saying: What did that generation 
think? How could that Congress kill 
wind and solar and all electric vehi-
cles? Because the Republican bill is 
going to make the United States a lag-
gard, not a leader, in innovation. Al-
ready China is investing four times 
more than the United States in renew-
able energy. Instead of catching up and 
overtaking China, this bill will cede 
more jobs and progress to China. 

In fact, in 2024, China installed 357,000 
megawatts of wind and solar. That is 
roughly the amount of wind and solar 
that the United States has installed in 
our country’s entire history. China did 
it last year. You would think we want 
to take them on. You would think that 
is a challenge for the United States in 
our innovation, our entrepreneurial 
spirit. And instead, Donald Trump said 
to the Republicans: Let’s just sur-
render. Let’s give up. Let’s not com-
pete in the energy sectors of the fu-
ture. Let’s let the Chinese sell the elec-
tric vehicles to the world. Let’s let 
them sell the solar panels, the bat-
teries, the wind technologies to the 
world. We are not going to do it. 

And by the way, he did the same 
thing with the biotech sector. When 
you slash the NIH budget, China is say-
ing: Thank you. We didn’t like the fact 
that the United States was ahead of us. 
We don’t know what we deserved to get 
this gift from Trump, but thank you 
for giving us the clean energy and 
biotech future for the 21st century— 
and asking for nothing in return. That 
is what Trump just did. That is what 
the Republicans are doing out here. 

Between January and May of 2025 
alone, China added 198,000 megawatts 
of solar and 46,000 megawatts of wind. 
China now has more than 1 million 
megawatts of solar energy on the grid. 
China also produces 80 percent of the 
solar panels. Do you want to compete 
with the Chinese? No, says Trump. I 
don’t want to compete. I don’t like 
solar. I don’t like wind. I don’t like 
batteries. I don’t like all-electric vehi-
cles. I don’t want to compete. America, 
we are 5 percent of the world. Let’s just 
control the 5 percent of the world that 
is the population of the United States. 
Let the Chinese have the other 95 per-
cent of the world for the clean energy 
future for the 21st century. That is the 
decision the President made, and Re-
publicans went along with it just this 
month. 

By contrast, the United States had 
approximately 1,200 gigawatts of util-
ity-scale power on our grid. The United 
States added only 50,000 megawatts of 
solar and 4,000 megawatts of wind 
throughout the entirety of 2024—not 
too shabby but only a fraction of what 
China was able to accomplish. China 
sold over 11 million electric vehicles in 
2024. China continues to be the world’s 
EV manufacturing hub and is respon-
sible for more than 70 percent of global 
production of electric vehicles. 

The United States remains a net im-
porter of electric cars, with imports in-
creasing by nearly 40 percent in 2024. 
How are we going to catch up if Repub-
licans would rather hamstring the in-
dustry? We are not close to winning 
this race. The Republicans won’t let us 
even get to the starting line. 

In fact, they don’t even know where 
the ball game is. They are still driving 
around trying to find out where this 
game is. It is as though they don’t un-
derstand that China is targeting our 
key industries: biotech, clean energy. 

And instead of responding with a 
plan—and we can beat China with a 
plan. You can’t beat them without a 
plan. And what they did, the Repub-
licans, in unison with Donald Trump, 
with JD VANCE breaking the tie, the 
Vice President of the United States 
came here to cast the vote that said: 
We are giving up on biotech. We are 
giving up on clean tech. We are just 
going to let the Chinese have it. Just 
absolutely insane, economically. 

So since the start of the Trump ad-
ministration through April 2025, the 
Trump administration has already cost 
America more than 62,000 clean energy 
jobs, over $14 billion in private sector 
clean energy projects, and these van-
ishing projects were winners for the 
grid, for your wallets, for our economy. 

In 2024, 94 percent of all new elec-
tricity generation added was from wind 
and solar and batteries. That is 50,000 
megawatts of solar, 4,000 megawatts of 
wind, 11,000 megawatts of battery. 

So think of it this way: If you are the 
oil, gas, and coal industry, you are 
looking at 2024, and you are seeing 94 
percent of all new electricity being 
wind and solar and batteries. It is driv-
ing them crazy because this year would 
be 94 percent and next year would be 94 
percent and the year after and the year 
after. And natural gas would, slowly 
but surely, just recede, recede into the 
rearview mirror of American history. 
And the coal industry would join them. 

So they hate it. They had to kill it. 
They had to kill the revolution that 
they said was never going to be com-
petitive. And when it became competi-
tive, they said: Now, we are going to 
kill it. Utility-scale solar, onshore 
wind are the cheapest energy tech-
nologies to operate and quickest to 
build even without subsidies. Solar 
panels today cost 1 percent of what 
they cost 30 years ago. 

Can I say that? Solar right now costs 
only 1 percent what it did 30 years ago, 
and these cheap, clean megawatts of 
power are powering our economy in red 
and blue States, and compare these 
with the fuels of the past. 

Last year, only 2,500 megawatts of 
natural gas were added and zero from 
coal. That is a losing streak if I ever 
saw one. Trump and Republicans like 
to characterize Democrats’ interest in 
addressing climate change as quasi-re-
ligious. 

Well, here is the real gospel. Clean 
energy is not polarizing; it is popular 
in the polls. Seventy percent of reg-
istered voters support the IRA, with 
over 70 percent of voters saying the 
United States needs to use more renew-
able energy than it does today. That is 
not religion; that is stimulus in solar 
panels. 

That is why Republicans are using 
every trick up their sleeve to rig the 
game while eliminating programs and 
incentives that lower energy costs and 
reduce pollution. An energy demand 
that is increasing, driven by power- 
hungry AI data centers and natural gas 
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exports out of our country, Repub-
licans are choosing to strangle Amer-
ica’s supply of cheap solar and wind. 

And thanks to Republicans and their 
‘‘Big Ugly Bill,’’ wind deployment is 
expected to drop from 200,000 
megawatts and solar by 150,000 
megawatts by the year 2035 compared 
to prior estimates before they passed 
their bill. 

It is absolutely unbelievable the stuff 
that was working and cheapest and 
cleanest, they are destroying. The stuff 
that is dirtiest and more expensive, 
they are giving tax breaks to. It is the 
opposite of what the rest of the world 
wants. And China knows they are going 
to be selling the solar panels, the all- 
electric vehicles, the batteries, the 
wind to the rest of the world, 95 per-
cent of the population. And we are 
pulling out of that competition. 

This is economics 101. High demand 
plus low supply means higher energy 
prices for everyone, forcing families to 
pay at least $130 more per month on en-
ergy bills in 5 years and $170 more per 
month in 10 years. 

It goes even beyond the ‘‘Big Ugly 
Bill.’’ We are living in their big ugly 
world. Earlier this month, the Depart-
ment of the Interior released a memo 
stating that all decisions related to 
wind and solar energy projects on Fed-
eral lands now require the Secretary of 
the Interior Doug Burgum’s personal 
signoff. Who is Secretary of the Inte-
rior Doug Burgum? He was a fossil fuel 
guy. Now, you have to go to the fossil 
fuel guy to get permission to deploy 
wind and solar. 

A few weeks later, the Trump admin-
istration came out with new messages, 
new measures to further sabotage 
wind, and the staff at the Department 
of Energy are now full-time coal lobby-
ists. 

Can I say that again? The staff at the 
Department of Energy are full-time 
coal lobbyists who have been brought 
in. Coal, yes, the dirtiest source out 
there, both a major contributor to the 
climate crisis and to the public health 
threat for communities nearby. That is 
who is running the Department of En-
ergy. 

Just like Trump, coal is outdated, 
costly, dangerous. Perhaps it is no sur-
prise that he is in a weird love affair 
with coal. It is just weird that he loves 
this technology from 100 years ago. He 
just can’t move to the future. 

Coal has shrunk from nearly half the 
country’s electricity generation in 2008 
to only 15 percent at the start of this 
year, a trend driven primarily by com-
petition from cheaper fossil gas and re-
newables. Building new solar, even 
solar plus storage, is now cheaper than 
running existing coal plants in the 
United States. It is already winning. 

From today’s Twitter post of coal 
captioned, ‘‘She is the moment’’—a 
type of coal, mind you, that has not 
been mined in the United States for 
more than 80 years—to spreading mis-
information that coal is critical to 
modern technology, some of the coal 
love affair has just been plain weird. 

But more concerningly, they are ac-
tively spending your ratepayer dollars 
to keep retiring coal plants online. 

With Trump’s sham energy emer-
gency Executive order, he has enabled 
the Department of Energy to use emer-
gency authority to keep coal online, 
forcing working families to pay more 
in order to line the pockets of those 
Big Oil billionaires. 

That is not an energy emergency. 
This is a Trump energy tax on the 
American public. It is a deliberate 
strategy to make sure working families 
stay dependent on a damaging fuel 
source that makes a handful of billion-
aires richer by the day while everyone 
else pays the price in higher bills and a 
deterioration of their health. 

The truth is that Trump’s gutting of 
cheap and reliable wind and solar has 
created a reliability risk to our grid, in 
addition to the rapid proliferation of 
massive, load-sucking data centers. 

AI is incredibly energy intensive. One 
ChatGPT search uses ten times the 
amount of power needed for a Google 
search. It took the energy consumption 
of 28,000 households to train ChatGPT4. 
Data centers are expected to demand 
130 gigawatts of electricity load by the 
end of this decade, equivalent to the 
electricity used by about 100 million 
U.S. homes. 

This will require adding 10 to 20 addi-
tional gigawatts per year to the elec-
tricity grid. Data centers are expected 
to demand— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MOODY). The Senator’s time has ex-
pired. Do you need a moment to wrap 
up? 

Mr. MARKEY. I thank you, Madam 
President, and I will conclude, and I 
will be back because this subject is just 
too important. 

We are now in a climate crisis. It is 
only going to worsen. NOAA is pre-
dicting higher than normal hurricanes 
coming our way. They are going to be 
supercharged. 

The planet is running a fever, and 
there are no emergency rooms for plan-
ets. We have to engage in preventive 
care. The Republicans have removed 
that care, and so we have to have this 
debate, this discussion. 

And I thank my colleagues, but espe-
cially my Democratic colleagues. We 
have to continue to fight. We have to 
continue to stand. We have to continue 
to ensure that the American people 
know that we are in this battle for the 
clean energy future for the next gen-
erations of young Americans who are 
out there depending upon us to lead 
that fight for them. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
Ms. ERNST. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak up to 5 
minutes preceding this evening’s sched-
uled vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
NOMINATION OF CASEY MULLIGAN 

Ms. ERNST. Madam President, today 
the Senate will vote to advance the 

nomination of Dr. Casey Mulligan to be 
the Chief Counsel of the Office of Advo-
cacy at the Small Business Adminis-
tration. I strongly urge my colleagues 
to vote yes in support of his nomina-
tion. 

Over the past few years, the cost of 
regulations for small businesses has 
been out of control. The previous ad-
ministration created more than 1,100 
final rules, costing $1.8 trillion. The 
Biden administration’s regulatory 
costs were 600 times higher than that 
of the first Trump administration, and 
3.7 times higher than that of the 
Obama administration. 

In stark contrast, during his first 6 
months back in office, President 
Trump’s deregulatory actions have al-
ready saved an estimated $86 billion 
and 52.2 million hours in paperwork. 

Small businesses back in Iowa and 
across the country can now spend more 
time building their business and hiring 
employees, instead of dealing with 
pointless redtape. 

While SBA Administrator Loeffler 
and the White House are working hard 
every day to optimize the regulatory 
landscape, small businesses deserve a 
Senate-confirmed Chief Counsel to help 
advance this mission. The Office of 
Chief Counsel For Advocacy has been 
vacant, without a Senate-confirmed oc-
cupant, for nearly a decade. This key 
role champions the interests and pro-
tection of small businesses, and Presi-
dent Trump nominated a highly quali-
fied individual for this role. 

Dr. Casey Mulligan’s unique mix of 
academic success and real-world expe-
rience makes him an ideal candidate 
for this job. Dr. Mulligan received his 
Ph.D. in economics from the Univer-
sity of Chicago, where he currently 
serves as an economics professor. In ad-
dition, Dr. Mulligan also owns two 
small consulting and economic re-
search businesses. 

Over the years, he has conducted ex-
tensive research on the economic ef-
fects of regulation on small businesses. 
At the SBA Office of Advocacy, Dr. 
Mulligan will serve as an advocate for 
small businesses nationwide. 

The Office of Advocacy’s duty re-
mains the same regardless of party: to 
stand up for the little guy and warn 
regulators when their proposals could 
harm small firms. 

Dr. Mulligan understands the signifi-
cance of Main Street and the need to 
evaluate every burden placed on Amer-
ica’s entrepreneurs. 

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the confirmation of Dr. Mulligan 
as Chief Counsel of the Office of Advo-
cacy at SBA. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON LUCAS NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Lucas nomination? 

Ms. ERNST. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 
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