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to, the preamble be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 45) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

NATIONAL STALKING AWARENESS 
MONTH 

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
46, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 46) raising awareness 
and encouraging the prevention of stalking 
by designating January 2025 as ‘‘National 
Stalking Awareness Month’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. RICKETTS. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 46) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 30, 2025 

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 12 noon on 
Thursday, January 30; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and morning 
business be closed; further, that the 
Senate proceed to executive session to 
resume consideration of Executive Cal-
endar No. 9; that all time during morn-
ing business, recess, adjournment, and 
leader remarks count postcloture; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed during Thursday’s session, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of my colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. RICKETTS. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
f 

TRUMP EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, Arizona 
is a couple thousand miles away from 
here, and as folks know, we are a bit 
unique in the sense that we do not ob-
serve daylight savings time. What that 
means is that we are either 2 or 3 hours 
behind DC depending on the time of 
year. Right now, it is 2 hours. 

So usually when things start hap-
pening here in Washington that affect 
my State, me and my staff will hear 
from concerned Arizonans a little later 
in the morning, usually closer to 12 
noon. That wasn’t the case on Tuesday 
because that is the day that we all 
woke up to a vague, reckless memo 
from the Trump administration that 
said they would freeze all Federal 
grant funding. 

The memo was short. It was just two 
pages. It said: 

Federal agencies must temporarily pause 
all activities related to the obligation or dis-
bursement of all federal financial assistance. 

There was no list of programs it 
would impact and programs it 
wouldn’t—no details. It was just a 
broad, unconstitutional mandate that 
pretty clearly intended to just grind 
everything to a halt. 

The calls and texts to me and my 
staff started immediately. As early as 
6:30 a.m. Arizona time, my Southern 
Arizona director was hearing from a 
nonprofit concerned about what this 
meant to them. Ten minutes later, my 
Northern Arizona director got a text 
from a county supervisor, asking what 
this meant for their county’s Federal 
grants that had already been awarded. 
On and on this went for the rest of the 
day. 

I would like to take some time to 
read through some of the examples of 
the concern and the real-life issues this 
created in my State. 

When I spoke to Governor Hobbs, 
early in the morning, the State’s por-
tals for Medicaid and Head Start were 
both down. They ended up being down 
for the better part of the day. She said 
that they were concerned immediately 
about how this would impact providers 
and families and parents and workers. 

She was also concerned about depart-
ment of public safety programs. At 
that point, the State had more ques-
tions than answers because of the reck-
lessness of this order. 

The Hopi Veterans Affairs Supportive 
Housing Program, which provides hous-
ing vouchers and assistance for vet-
erans, faced uncertainty because its 
funding fell under Federal rental as-
sistance programs. 

The Flagstaff Housing Authority had 
similar concerns about how landlords 

would get paid next month under the 
Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram. One landlord told us that they 
rent out a few units to low-income 
families and were worried that they 
wouldn’t receive their payments, leav-
ing them and their tenants in a hor-
rible situation. 

Just yesterday, Phoenix Mayor Kate 
Gallego joined the Maricopa Associa-
tion of Governments to conduct the an-
nual HUD Point-in-Time Count, which 
is funded by Continuum of Care dollars. 
This data is vital to Arizona’s work to 
address homelessness, and a Federal 
freeze keeps homeless assistance grants 
from helping Arizonans. 

We heard from colleges across the 
State, where students were being told 
that their Pell grants could be frozen. 

A member of my veterans advisory 
committee told me that it had created 
chaos bordering on hysteria among vet-
eran college students who had multiple 
programs that supported their edu-
cation and that could be frozen. 

From the Arizona Food Bank Asso-
ciation, we heard immediate fears that 
families relying on SNAP—that is food 
stamps—on those benefits, could face 
disruption, putting food security for 
thousands of Arizonans at risk. What 
that means is that kids will not get to 
eat. 

In Mohave County, officials were con-
cerned that Federal support through 
the Community Development Block 
Grant Program, which funds housing 
and economic opportunities for low-in-
come communities, would no longer be 
available. 

Several community health centers 
said a stop on Federal funds would ne-
cessitate layoffs. Organizations were 
looking at having to shut down pro-
grams that treat miners—coal miners— 
with black lung and suicide prevention 
programs and substance abuse services. 
What this means is layoffs for coun-
selors who treat folks who are suici-
dal—layoffs. 

The Arizona Department of Trans-
portation told us that vital infrastruc-
ture projects are now in limbo. Fund-
ing for the I–40 interchanges in Window 
Rock and Lupton, which serve Tribal 
communities, they have been frozen. 
The U.S. 93 corridor improvements in 
Wickenburg, meant to modernize and 
expand a major highway, they are now 
stalled. And safety improvements for 
high-risk railroad crossings in Gilbert 
and Yuma are no longer moving for-
ward, putting drivers at risk. 

The Arizona Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance Authority has raised concerns 
about the future of clean drinking 
water State revolving funds, which pro-
vide essential loans and grants to com-
munities to ensure that their drinking 
water is safe. 

Without access to these funds, 
projects aimed at improving water sys-
tems, including projects already part-
way through construction in rural and 
Tribal areas, could be delayed indefi-
nitely. 

Cities and water users called to ex-
press concern that they would not be 
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compensated for water savings that 
they are undertaking as part of the 
agreement to protect the Colorado 
River. 

Coconino County was concerned 
about funds they were planning to ad-
vance projects that protect commu-
nities from floods and wildfires. 

Not even our State and local law en-
forcement was spared from this chaos. 
I heard from Arizona’s attorney gen-
eral, Kris Mayes, about how the High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Pro-
gram was impacted. This is a critical 
program, by the way, that funds our 
law enforcement’s frontline efforts 
with the Federal Government to com-
bat the fentanyl crisis and battle the 
Mexican drug cartels. This program 
that the administration tried to freeze 
helps fund the positions of over 700 law 
enforcement officers who are in the 
fight against drugs in Arizona. Mul-
tiply that times 50 across the country. 

At a time when we need to do as 
much as we can to combat the drug cri-
sis, this administration attempted to 
freeze critical funding for my State’s 
counterdrug efforts. 

Jennifer, in Tucson, a small business 
owner, provides training for Tribal 
health programs. She told us that her 
invoices can’t be paid due to the Fed-
eral freeze. As an independent con-
tractor, what that means is this isn’t 
just an inconvenience; it would be dev-
astating for her family and many oth-
ers like her. 

Julie, in Sun City, works at a seniors 
center and has seen firsthand how Fed-
eral funding supports Arizona’s elderly, 
helping them afford food and access to 
mental health services. It helps them 
afford and get some one-on-one sup-
port. She watched seniors panic as un-
certainty grows over whether those re-
sources will still be there next month. 

Kathy in Tucson, a mother of three 
daughters with disabilities, woke up to 
frantic messages from other parents 
who rely on Medicaid-funded support 
programs for their children. She de-
scribed a wave of fear as families tried 
to log into the State portal, only to 
find it down, leaving them unsure 
whether the critical care their children 
needed will continue. 

In Apache Junction, Janice’s hus-
band is in a memory care unit, and 
Medicaid covers most of his room and 
board. If these payments had stopped, 
she didn’t know how she could afford 
his care. 

And Michelle in Glendale, a 69-year- 
old diabetic, is struggling to survive on 
only $1,259 a month. If Medicaid was 
disrupted, she will be forced to choose 
between food and lifesaving medica-
tion. 

Christine in Flagstaff wrote to me 
about her brother-in-law who is cur-
rently fighting for his life in the hos-
pital as part of a clinical trial funded 
by NIH. If that funding is pulled, so is 
his treatment, and he may die. 

Christine in Flagstaff—another 
Christine, also from Flagstaff—a dis-
abled veteran, told us she simply can’t 

afford increased VA copays if her bene-
fits are impacted. 

Collin in Tempe, who runs a science 
startup, was notified that his NSF 
grant payments are paused, meaning 
that he can’t pay his employees. What 
that means is he will have to lay them 
off. These are real jobs that affect real 
people. These jobs are in 
groundbreaking research projects that 
are now needlessly put in jeopardy. 

That is not an exhaustive list of the 
outreach that only my office received 
and the consequences in Arizona. I 
could go on for hours. 

On top of this, I understand that 
most counties, cities, and major orga-
nizations in Arizona held emergency 
meetings to try to understand how 
their operations would be impacted and 
what could they do about it. 

This administration tossed them into 
chaos. These aren’t folks who think 
about things as Republicans or Demo-
crats. These are folks who provide real 
services to real people in Arizona. They 
wake up every day to serve people, to 
solve problems. And it is not easy, not 
even on the best of days. But Tuesday, 
Tuesday wasn’t the best of days; it was 
the worst. And for most of them, today 
hasn’t been great either. 

I had the leaders of a couple of Ari-
zona Head Start programs in my office 
here just today—earlier today. They 
were already scheduled to be there. One 
of these Head Start Program managers 
runs Head Start. She said she had a 
payment that they were owed, and they 
weren’t able to access it, and it has 
been delayed. They receive these pay-
ments every 3 days, and they cannot 
hold major cash reserves. 

This program serves 500 Arizona fam-
ilies. They were not going to be able to 
make payroll. She made a plan to lay 
people off on Tuesday. She told me 
that it was based on their cash flow; 
that they probably should have laid 
these people off already. But they were 
able to call on some emergency re-
serves with the help of their board. But 
if the payments are delayed much fur-
ther, these people who work for her 
will not have jobs. That means it 
doesn’t only affect them—they are out 
of a job—but there are 500 Arizona fam-
ilies who suddenly don’t have childcare 
or the additional services that Head 
Start provides to parents and families. 

We hope it doesn’t come to that. 
Thankfully, their attempts to freeze 
funding have been blocked by a court. 
But this had real consequences in Ari-
zona to a lot of people. And that is 
multiplied across the country. 

Our Head Start leaders are in DC for 
a national conference right now, and 
they said every person here is dealing 
with the same issue. They are in a 
panic mode trying to keep their em-
ployees on the payroll, and their doors 
open so they can continue to serve 
families. 

Head Start is probably one of the 
best investments that our country 
makes. It helps kids get ahead. It pro-
vides parenting training. It helps work-

ing parents with childcare so they can 
earn a paycheck. 

The recklessness and the incom-
petence of the Trump administration 
threw that program into utter chaos in 
just a day. 

And I don’t believe this is over. We 
need clear guidance, and we need 
strong leadership. This administration 
hasn’t provided that, and it is hurting 
Arizonans. 

I thought last week, when the Presi-
dent pardoned criminals who beat up 
cops, would be the worst thing that he 
would do this month. Now I am not so 
sure. 

This needs to be fixed, and the Presi-
dent—the President on Pennsylvania 
Avenue—should take steps to ensure 
that he doesn’t make mistakes like 
this again. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

RICKETTS). The Senator from Con-
necticut. 

f 

TRUMP EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
think it is fair to say that none of us 
expected a week ago to be here on the 
floor at this moment, talking about a 
massive, across-the-board freeze on 
Federal funding. I don’t think either of 
us, on either side of the aisle, expected 
to be here on this topic. 

We are in no ordinary time. The 
chaos and confusion are extraordinary. 
And it is the result of one man: Donald 
Trump. It is part of a calculated strat-
egy: confusion and chaos; a blizzard of 
illegal actions; a hiring freeze that vio-
lates the law; a firing of inspectors 
general that abridges the statute; a 
freeze on funding that crosses the line 
because it violates the Impoundment 
Control Act, which has been upheld by 
the U.S. Supreme Court despite Donald 
Trump’s contention that it is unconsti-
tutional; and it also violates the Con-
stitution. 

It is a seizure of power—namely, the 
power of the purse—that Congress in-
tended never to surrender. It was given 
by the Founders as a check on Presi-
dential power. The checks and balances 
of our system operate to create a sys-
tem that prevents tyranny. And, unfor-
tunately, this country is veering and 
careening toward tyranny. 

So we are here to say we will not 
obey in advance. One of the lessons of 
‘‘Totalitarianism in the 20th Century,’’ 
one of the ‘‘Twenty Lessons from the 
Twentieth Century’’ that Professor 
Tim Snyder has instructed us to take 
from that awful period in world history 
is: Do not obey in advance; do not yield 
what the tyrant wants in advance of 
his demanding it. Stand up, speak out, 
stop it. 

That is why we are here. And the 
American people rose up in the last 24 
hours because of the chaos and confu-
sion of this funding freeze they saw in 
their everyday lives. They saw it in the 
domestic shelters that were imperiled, 
in the homeless places that would go 
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