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By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 

WYDEN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
MARKEY, Ms. ERNST, and Mr. JOHN-
SON): 

S. Res. 340. A resolution designating July 
30, 2025, as ‘‘National Whistleblower Appre-
ciation Day’’; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
S. Res. 341. A resolution reaffirming that 

immigration officers under the direction of 
the Department of Homeland Security are 
not authorized to arrest, detain, interrogate, 
or deport United States citizens and must 
implement stronger measures to prevent fu-
ture wrongful enforcement actions against 
such citizens; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. DAINES, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. LEE, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. HAGERTY, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
and Mr. LANKFORD): 

S. Res. 342. A resolution honoring the con-
tributions of small manufacturers of fire-
arms to the economy, culture, and rec-
reational heritage of the United States and 
recognizing August 2025 as ‘‘National Shoot-
ing Sports Month’’; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. Res. 343. A resolution recognizing the 
important work of the United States Preven-
tive Services Task Force; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. HYDE–SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
WICKER, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
WARNOCK, and Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. Res. 344. A resolution observing the 20th 
anniversary of the date on which Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast and recog-
nizing the progress of efforts to rebuild the 
affected Gulf Coast region; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and 
Mr. MULLIN): 

S. Res. 345. A resolution congratulating the 
Oklahoma City Thunder on winning the 2025 
National Basketball Association Finals; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 94 

At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the 
names of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. COTTON), the Senator from 
Maryland (Ms. ALSOBROOKS) and the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 94, a bill to award 3 Congressional 
Gold Medals to the members of the 1980 
United States Olympic Men’s Ice Hock-
ey Team, in recognition of their ex-
traordinary achievement at the XIII 
Olympic Winter Games where, being 
comprised of amateur collegiate play-
ers, they defeated the dominant Soviet 
ice hockey team in the historic ‘‘Mir-
acle on Ice’’, revitalizing morale in the 
United States at the height of the Cold 
War, inspiring generations, and trans-

forming the sport of ice hockey in the 
United States. 

S. 138 
At the request of Mr. SHEEHY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
138, a bill to require each enterprise to 
include on the Uniform Residential 
Loan Application a disclaimer to in-
crease awareness of the direct and 
guaranteed home loan programs of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 237 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 237, a bill to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide pub-
lic safety officer benefits for exposure- 
related cancers, and for other purposes. 

S. 269 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Florida (Mrs. MOODY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 269, a bill to im-
prove coordination between Federal 
and State agencies and the Do Not Pay 
working system. 

S. 332 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
GALLEGO) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 332, a bill to require a study on Holo-
caust education efforts of States, local 
educational agencies, and public ele-
mentary and secondary schools, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 339 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 339, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for Medicare coverage of multi-cancer 
early detection screening tests. 

S. 539 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 539, a bill to reauthorize the 
PROTECT Our Children Act of 2008, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 599 
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 599, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to increase the 
mileage rate offered by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs through their 
Beneficiary Travel program for health 
related travel, and for other purposes. 

S. 726 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 726, a bill to amend chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code, to require 
the safe storage of firearms, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1318 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 

HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1318, a bill to direct the American Bat-
tle Monuments Commission to estab-
lish a program to identify American- 
Jewish servicemembers buried in 
United States military cemeteries 
overseas under markers that incor-
rectly represent their religion and her-
itage, and for other purposes. 

S. 1441 

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1441, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to award 
grants to nonprofit entities to assist 
such entities in carrying out programs 
to provide service dogs to eligible vet-
erans, and for other purposes. 

S. 1528 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1528, a bill to amend the National 
Child Protection Act of 1993 to ensure 
that businesses and organizations that 
work with vulnerable populations are 
able to request background checks for 
their contractors who work with those 
populations, as well as for individuals 
that the businesses or organizations li-
cense or certify to provide care for 
those populations. 

S. 1538 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the names of the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Ms. ALSOBROOKS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1538, a bill to 
amend the Animal Welfare Act to ex-
pand and improve the enforcement ca-
pabilities of the Attorney General, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1547 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) and the Senator from 
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1547, a bill to amend title 
54, United States Code, to reauthorize 
the National Parks and Public Land 
Legacy Restoration Fund, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1644 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1644, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to modify the au-
thority of the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to furnish improvements and 
structural alterations as part of home 
health services for disabled veterans. 

S. 1728 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1728, a 
bill to amend the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to 
expand the membership of the Advisory 
Council on Employee Welfare and Pen-
sion Benefit Plans to include represent-
atives of employee ownership organiza-
tions. 
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S. 1756 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1756, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to prohibit dis-
crimination against health care enti-
ties that do not participate in abor-
tion, and to strengthen implementa-
tion and enforcement of Federal con-
science laws. 

S. 1892 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
CURTIS) and the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KELLY) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1892, a bill to clarify that amounts 
from declinations should be deposited 
in the Crime Victims Fund and to tem-
porarily provide additional deposits 
into the Crime Victims Fund. 

S. 2071 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2071, a bill to provide 
Medicaid assistance to individuals and 
families affected by a disaster or emer-
gency, and for other purposes. 

S. 2130 
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2130, a bill to make improvements to 
the AUKUS partnership, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2180 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2180, a bill to impose sanctions 
with respect to foreign persons respon-
sible for violations of the human rights 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, and intersex (LGBTQI) individ-
uals, and for other purposes. 

S. 2195 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2195, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the brave 
women who served in World War II as 
members of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps 
and U.S. Navy Nurse Corps. 

S. 2196 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2196, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to define intimate partner 
to include someone with whom there is 
or was a dating relationship, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2240 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2240, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to expand authorities for 
intergovernmental support agreements 
for the Department of Defense, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2252 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 

(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2252, a bill to require 
United States foreign assistance com-
modities to be made available for their 
intended purposes before they expire. 

S. 2292 

At the request of Mr. BANKS, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. HUSTED) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2292, a bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise 
and extend the user fee program for 
over-the-counter monograph drugs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2298 

At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2298, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Labor to promulgate an occupational 
safety and health standard to protect 
workers from heat-related injuries and 
illnesses. 

S. 2308 

At the request of Mr. BANKS, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. SHEEHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2308, a bill to amend the Federal 
Land Recreation Enhancement Act to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to collect a surcharge from inter-
national visitors to units of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2330 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2330, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Education to carry out a 
grant program to support the recruit-
ment and retention of paraprofes-
sionals in public elementary schools, 
secondary schools, and preschool pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

S. 2337 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. GALLEGO), the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2337, a bill to establish a 
grant program to provide child care 
services for the minor children of law 
enforcement officers to accommodate 
the shift work and nontraditional work 
hours of such officers, and to enhance 
recruitment and retention of such offi-
cers. 

S. 2372 

At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2372, a bill to ensure accessi-
bility of drugs furnished through the 
drug discount program under section 
340B of the Public Health Service Act. 

S. 2398 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BANKS), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. WELCH), the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) 

and the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2398, a bill to reauthorize the 
Kay Hagan Tick Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2442 
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2442, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to provide sup-
port for organic dairy producers and 
processors, and for other purposes. 

S. 2447 
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2447, a bill to repeal 
changes to Medicaid cost sharing re-
quirements and the exclusion for or-
phan drugs under the Medicare Drug 
Price Negotiation Program. 

S.J. RES. 34 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 34, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval of 
the proposed foreign military sale to 
the Government of Israel of certain de-
fense articles and services. 

S.J. RES. 41 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 41, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval of 
the proposed export of certain defense 
articles to Israel. 

S.J. RES. 69 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 69, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to ‘‘Record of Decision 
for the Barred Owl Management Strat-
egy; Washington, Oregon, and Cali-
fornia’’. 

S.J. RES. 70 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 70, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval of 
the proposed export of certain defense 
articles to Israel. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2963 
At the request of Mrs. MOODY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. SLOTKIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2963 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2296, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2968 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the names of the Senator from Dela-
ware (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER) and the 
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Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
2968 intended to be proposed to S. 2296, 
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2969 
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2969 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2296, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2972 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2972 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 3944, a bill making appro-
priations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other 
purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2974 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2974 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 3944, a bill making appro-
priations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other 
purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3019 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3019 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 3944, a bill making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2026, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. REED, 
Mr. KIM, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. COONS, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. KAINE, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. 
WARNER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 

OSSOFF, Mr. KELLY, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. KING, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. SCHATZ, and 
Ms. ALSOBROOKS): 

S. 2523. A bill to amend the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 to revise the criteria 
for determining which States and polit-
ical subdivisions are subject to section 
4 of the Act, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2523 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act of 
2025’’. 

TITLE I—AMENDMENTS TO THE VOTING 
RIGHTS ACT 

SEC. 101. VOTE DILUTION, DENIAL, AND ABRIDG-
MENT CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2(a) of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting after ‘‘applied by any State 
or political subdivision’’ the following: ‘‘for 
the purpose of, or’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘as provided in subsection 
(b)’’ and inserting ‘‘as provided in subsection 
(b), (c), (d), or (e)’’. 

(b) VOTE DILUTION.—Section 2 of such Act 
(52 U.S.C. 10301), as amended by subsection 
(a), is further amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) A violation of subsection (a) for vote 
dilution is established if, based on the total-
ity of circumstances, it is shown that the po-
litical processes leading to nomination or 
election in the State or political subdivision 
are not equally open to participation by 
members of a class of citizens protected by 
subsection (a) in that its members have less 
opportunity than other members of the elec-
torate to participate in the political process 
and to elect representatives of their choice. 
The extent to which members of a protected 
class have been elected to office in the State 
or political subdivision is one circumstance 
which may be considered: Provided, That 
nothing in this section establishes a right to 
have members of a protected class elected in 
numbers equal to their proportion in the 
population. The legal standard articulated in 
Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S. 30 (1986), gov-
erns claims under this subsection. For pur-
poses of this subsection a class of citizens 
protected by subsection (a) may include a co-
hesive coalition of members of different ra-
cial or language minority groups.’’. 

(c) VOTE DENIAL OR ABRIDGEMENT.—Section 
2 of such Act (52 U.S.C. 10301), as amended by 
subsections (a) and (b), is further amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(c)(1) A violation of subsection (a) for 
vote denial or abridgment is established if 
the challenged standard, practice, or proce-
dure imposes a discriminatory burden on 
members of a class of citizens protected by 
subsection (a), meaning that— 

‘‘(A) members of the protected class face 
greater difficulty in complying with the 
standard, practice, or procedure, considering 
the totality of the circumstances; and 

‘‘(B) such greater difficulty is, at least in 
part, caused by or linked to social and his-

torical conditions that have produced or cur-
rently produce discrimination against mem-
bers of the protected class. 

‘‘(2) The challenged standard, practice, or 
procedure need only be a but-for cause of the 
discriminatory burden or perpetuate a pre- 
existing discriminatory burden. 

‘‘(3)(A) The totality of the circumstances 
for consideration relative to a violation of 
subsection (a) for vote denial or abridgment 
shall include the following factors, which, in-
dividually and collectively, show how a vot-
ing standard, practice, or procedure can 
function to amplify the effects of past or 
present racial discrimination: 

‘‘(i) The history of official voting-related 
discrimination in the State or political sub-
division. 

‘‘(ii) The extent to which voting in the 
elections of the State or political subdivision 
is racially polarized. 

‘‘(iii) The extent to which the State or po-
litical subdivision has used unduly burden-
some photographic voter identification re-
quirements, documentary proof of citizen-
ship requirements, documentary proof of res-
idence requirements, or other voting stand-
ards, practices, or procedures beyond those 
required by Federal law that may impair the 
ability of members of the protected class to 
participate fully in the political process. 

‘‘(iv) The extent to which members of the 
protected class bear the effects of discrimi-
nation in areas such as education, employ-
ment, and health, which hinder the ability of 
those members to participate effectively in 
the political process. 

‘‘(v) The use of overt or subtle racial ap-
peals either in political campaigns or sur-
rounding the adoption or maintenance of the 
challenged standard, practice, or procedure. 

‘‘(vi) The extent to which members of the 
protected class have been elected to public 
office in the jurisdiction, except that the 
fact that the protected class is too small to 
elect candidates of its choice shall not defeat 
a claim of vote denial or abridgment under 
this section. 

‘‘(vii) Whether there is a lack of respon-
siveness on the part of elected officials to 
the particularized needs of members of the 
protected class. 

‘‘(viii) Whether the policy underlying the 
State or political subdivision’s use of the 
challenged qualification, prerequisite, stand-
ard, practice, or procedure has a tenuous 
connection to that qualification, pre-
requisite, standard, practice, or procedure. 

‘‘(B) A particular combination or number 
of factors under subparagraph (A) shall not 
be required to establish a violation of sub-
section (a) for vote denial or abridgment. 

‘‘(C) The totality of the circumstances for 
consideration relative to a violation of sub-
section (a) for vote denial or abridgment 
shall not include the following factors: 

‘‘(i) The total number or share of members 
of a protected class on whom a challenged 
standard, practice, or procedure does not im-
pose a material burden. 

‘‘(ii) The degree to which the challenged 
standard, practice, or procedure has a long 
pedigree or was in widespread use at some 
earlier date. 

‘‘(iii) The use of an identical or similar 
standard, practice, or procedure in other 
States or political subdivisions. 

‘‘(iv) The availability of other forms of vot-
ing unimpacted by the challenged standard, 
practice, or procedure to all members of the 
electorate, including members of the pro-
tected class, unless the State or political 
subdivision is simultaneously expanding 
those other standards, practices, or proce-
dures to eliminate any disproportionate bur-
den imposed by the challenged standard, 
practice, or procedure. 
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