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then I think we could make some real
progress.

So this is not just an angry shout
against an incompetent nominee. I
have done that. This is trying to pro-
tect an important Agency because it is
essential to accomplishing a key bipar-
tisan goal to renew America’s nuclear
industry safely and productively.

With that, I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 273, David
Wright, of South Carolina, to be a Member of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the
term of five years expiring June 30, 2030. (Re-
appointment)

John Thune, David McCormick, Tom
Cotton, Thom Tillis, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Mike Rounds, Steve
Daines, Eric Schmitt, Roger Marshall,
Ron Johnson, Kevin Cramer, Jim
Banks, Dan Sullivan, Pete Ricketts,
Rick Scott of Florida, Ted Budd, Jim
Justice.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call under rule XXII has been
waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of David Wright, of South Carolina, to
be a Member of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for the term of five years
expiring June 30, 2030 (Reappointment),
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) and
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) are necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 438 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Graham Moran
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budd Husted Risch
Capito Hyde-Smith Rounds
Collins Johnson Schmitt
Cornyn Justice Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cramer Lankford Sheehy
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune
Curtis Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst McCormick Wicker
Fischer Moody Young
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NAYS—45
Alsobrooks Heinrich Peters
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Blunt Rochester Kelly Schatz
Booker Kim Schiff
Cantwell King Schumer
Coons Klobuchar Shaheen
Cortez Masto Lujan Slotkin
Duckworth Markey Smith
Durbin Merkley Van Hollen
Fetterman Murphy Warner
Gallego Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden
NOT VOTING—4
Cassidy Warren Welch
Murkowski
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SCHMITT). On this vote, the yeas are 51,
and the nays are 45. The motion is
agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

———

TELECOM CYBERSECURITY
TRANSPARENCY ACT

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, for sev-
eral years now, I have urged the release
of an unclassified report by inde-
pendent cybersecurity experts that is
titled ““U.S. Telecommunications Inse-
curity 2022.”

Congress and the American people
deserve to be able to read this report.
And I may be the only Senator who has
read this report. This report contains
shocking details—let me repeat that—
shocking details about national secu-
rity threats to our country’s phone sys-
tem that require immediate action.

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency permitted my staff to
read the report at their office, and this
was done in 2023. However, they have
marked this unclassified report ‘‘For
Official Use Only” and have refused to
provide copies of the report to Congress
or to make it public in response to
Freedom of Information Act requests.

So I asked then-Director Easterly to
release the report. When she didn’t act
on my request, I wrote to President
Biden—that was in February of 2024—
urging him to address the serious na-
tional security threat posed by foreign
governments exploiting U.S. phone car-
riers’ weak cybersecurity. The Biden
administration took no action.

CISA’s top telecommunications secu-
rity expert was so concerned, he actu-
ally filed a whistleblower report with
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. He cited his access to nonpublic
reports and other ‘‘very concerning in-
formation,” and told the Federal Com-
munications Commission that ‘‘there
have been numerous incidents of suc-
cessful, unauthorized attempts to ac-
cess the network user location data of
communications service providers op-
erating in the USA.”

He added that foreign surveillance
went beyond location tracking and in-
cluded ‘‘the monitoring of voice and
text messages” and ‘‘the delivery of
spyware to targeted devices.”
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CISA’s multiyear coverup of the
phone companies’ negligent cybersecu-
rity enabled foreign hackers to per-
petrate one of the most serious cases of
espionage—ever—against our wonderful
country. Had this report been made
public when it was first written in 2022,
Congress would have had ample time to
demand mandatory cybersecurity
standards for phone companies in time
to prevent the Salt Typhoon hacks.

CISA and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation have confirmed that the
Chinese Government hacked multiple
phone companies and accessed vast
troves of sensitive call records. They
even co-opted the system designed for
law enforcement to conduct wiretaps
and accessed phone calls of politicians
and other high-value targets.

Vice President VANCE said his com-
munications and President Trump’s
were compromised in this hack. The
press reported that then-Leader SCHU-
MER was also targeted. This espionage
incident was the direct result—the di-
rect result—of phone carriers’ failure
to follow cybersecurity best practices,
such as installing security updates and
using multifactor authentication.

I know the Presiding Officer is very
interested in this technology area as
well. This is Cybersecurity 101—101—
and yet Federal Agencies failed to hold
these companies accountable.

As far as I am aware, and I touched
on this, I may be the only one in the
Senate to have read this report. But
the contents of the report directly im-
pact Congress, both regarding the secu-
rity of the Senate’s communications
and issues that have been the subject
of prior Congressional oversight. When
Chinese Government hackers broke
into the major phone networks last
year, their targets included several
Senators.

The report also directly discusses
issues that have been the subject of
oversight by Senators. In 2021, I wrote
to the Federal Communications Com-
mission, with several of our colleagues,
raising concerns about foreign compa-
nies remotely administering rural U.S.
telecommunications carriers.

Our group said:

We are also concerned by media reports
suggesting that managed service providers
may be partnering with for-profit surveil-
lance companies, creating the possibility
that these companies could provide their au-
thoritarian clients with trusted access to
U.S. telecommunications networks.

I am going to close with this. None of
these security vulnerabilities have
been addressed—that is the bottom
line—either by government or the pri-
vate sector. The Federal Government
still does not even require U.S. phone
companies to meet minimum cyberse-
curity standards. So, in my judgment,
we are sitting here now recognizing
that it is too late to prevent the Salt
Typhoon hack, but there sure is an ur-
gency to prevent the next horrendous
incident.

So that is why, as if in legislative
session and notwithstanding rule XXII,
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I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 2480.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2480) to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to publicly release, in
full, the unclassified report titled “U.S.
Telecommunications Insecurity 2022, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. WYDEN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2480) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2480

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Telecom Cy-

bersecurity Transparency Act’.

SEC. 2. FULL RELEASE OF UNCLASSIFIED RE-
PORT.

Not later than 30 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall publicly release, in full,
the unclassified report titled “U.S. Tele-
communications Insecurity 2022’ that was
prepared for the Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency under a contract
through the Science and Technology Direc-
torate of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. WYDEN. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON WRIGHT NOMINATION

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, 1
know of no further debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is,
Will the Senate advise and consent to
the Wright nomination?

Mr. MERKLEY. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI),
and the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. TILLIS).
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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
GALLEGO), the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN), and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 39, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 439 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Banks Graham Moran
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budd Husted Risch
Capl_to Hyde-Smith Rounds
Collins J ohqson Schmitt
Cornyn Justice Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy
Cramer Lankford Scott (5C)
Crapo Lee Shee,hy
Cruz Lummis Sullivan
Curtis Marshall Thune
Daines McConnell Tl}bervllle
Ernst McCormick Wicker
Fischer Moody Young

NAYS—39
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Padilla
Baldwin Hirono Peters
Bennet Kaine Rosen
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester Kim Schiff
Booker King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Coons Lujan Slotkin
Cortez Masto Markey Smith
Durbin Merkley Van Hollen
Fetterman Murphy Warner
Hassan Murray Whitehouse
Heinrich Ossoff Wyden

NOT VOTING—11

Cassidy Murkowski Warnock
Duckworth Reed Warren
Gallego Sanders Welch
Gillibrand Tillis

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be notified immediately
of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 110, Earl
Matthews, of Virginia, to be General Counsel
of the Department of Defense.

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, John Bar-
rasso, Tim Sheehy, Bernie Moreno,
Steve Daines, Eric Schmitt, Roger
Marshall, Tommy Tuberville, John
Hoeven, Marsha Blackburn, Bill Cas-
sidy, John R. Curtis, Jim Justice,
Thom  Tillis, Katie Boyd Britt,
Markwayne Mullin.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
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quorum call under rule XXII has been
waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Earl Matthews, of Virginia, to be
General Counsel of the Department of
Defense, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI),
and the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. TILLIS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO)
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
WELCH) are necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 440 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Banks Graham Moran
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budd Husted Risch
Capllto Hyde-Smith Rounds
Collins Johqson Schmitt
Cornyn Justice Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy

Scott (SC)
Cramer Lankford
Crapo Lee Shee_hy
Cruz Lummis Sullivan
Curtis Marshall Thune
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst McCormick Wicker
Fischer Moody Young

NAYS—45
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Reed
Baldwin Hirono Rosen
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schiff
Booker King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Coons Lujan Slotkin
Cortez Masto Markey Smith
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—5

Cassidy Murkowski Welch
Gallego Tillis

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 45,
and the motion is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Earl Matthews, of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of De-
fense.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate resume
legislative session and be in a period of
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