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to have to appropriate money to help 
get this started. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with her and all of my colleagues to en-
sure that Texas cattle ranchers and our 
country’s food supply are kept safe 
from this pesky parasite. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 182. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Thomas Gaiser, 
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 182, Thom-
as Gaiser, of Ohio, to be an Assistant Attor-
ney General. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, John R. Cur-
tis, Tim Scott of South Carolina, Bill 
Cassidy, Jon Husted, Steve Daines, 
Marsha Blackburn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
Ron Johnson, John Barrasso, Tim 
Sheehy, Roger F. Wicker, Mike 
Rounds, Bernie Moreno, Pete Ricketts, 
James C. Justice. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 95. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Joseph Kent, of 
Washington, to be Director of the Na-
tional Counterterrorism Center, Office 
of the Director of National Intel-
ligence. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 95, Joseph 
Kent, of Washington, to be Director of the 
National Counterterrorism Center, Office of 
the Director of National Intelligence. 

John Thune, Dan Sullivan, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Rounds, Todd Young, Cyn-
thia M. Lummis, Tom Cotton, James 
Lankford, Bernie Moreno, John R. Cur-
tis, Ted Budd, Mike Crapo, Katie Boyd 
Britt, Jim Banks, Markwayne Mullin, 
Jon Husted, Steve Daines. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 113. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Tyler Clarkson, 
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of 
the Department of Agriculture. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 113, Tyler 
Clarkson, of Virginia, to be General Counsel 
of the Department of Agriculture. 

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, Ted 
Budd, Tom Cotton, Mike Crapo, James 
E. Risch, Joni Ernst, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno, 
Kevin Cramer, Roger Marshall, Tommy 
Tuberville, Jim Banks, John Boozman, 
John Barrasso, John Hoeven. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 172. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Gadyaces 
Serralta, of Florida, to be Director of 
the United States Marshals Service. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 172, 
Gadyaces Serralta, of Florida, to be Director 
of the United States Marshals Service. 

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, Ted 
Budd, Tom Cotton, Mike Crapo, James 
E. Risch, Joni Ernst, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno, 
Kevin Cramer, Roger Marshall, Tommy 
Tuberville, Jim Banks, John Boozman, 
John Barrasso, John Hoeven. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 282. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Matthew 
Kozma, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Analysis, 
Department of Homeland Security. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 282, Mat-
thew Kozma, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Analysis, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, Ted 
Budd, Tom Cotton, Mike Crapo, James 
E. Risch, Joni Ernst, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno, 
Kevin Cramer, Roger Marshall, Tommy 
Tuberville, Jim Banks, John Boozman, 
John Barrasso, John Hoeven. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume Executive Calendar No. 273. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that if any nomina-
tions are confirmed during today’s ses-
sion of the Senate, the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action; and the mandatory quorum call 
with respect to the Wright and Mat-
thews nominations be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. THUNE. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF DAVID WRIGHT 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 
rise today in support of David Wright’s 
nomination to serve as a member of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Right now, we stand at a critical junc-
tion to ensure that our Nation has the 
ability to provide reliable and afford-
able power for our constituents, our 
onshore American manufacturing, and 
also to win the AI race. Nuclear energy 

is absolutely central to achieving these 
goals. 

Fifty years ago, Congress established 
the NRC to recognize the foundational 
principle of having a credible, inde-
pendent nuclear safety regulator. Since 
then, the NRC has seen major periods 
of change, from responding to our most 
significant nuclear accident to pre-
paring for a nuclear renaissance that 
did not fully materialize. 

Through this time, the NRC has 
evolved on how it functions, but far too 
frequently, these functions have been 
inefficient, time-consuming, expensive, 
and have not allowed our nuclear 
innovators and the American people to 
fully realize the benefits of nuclear 
power. 

That is why, last year, Congress 
passed the ADVANCE Act with over-
whelming, bipartisan support to make 
the NRC’s functions more efficient, 
predictable, and affordable. That was 
my bill. 

Now the Commission must ambi-
tiously implement this legislation. Ad-
ditionally, President Trump has tasked 
the NRC with implementing his Execu-
tive order to further reduce the licens-
ing timelines and shed unnecessary 
regulations. 

This is a challenge that the Commis-
sion must meet, and we expect the NRC 
to deliver. Achieving this will require 
experienced and highly qualified Com-
missioners who are empowered to lead 
the Agency through a period of high 
expectations. Well, David Wright meets 
that mark. 

Chairman Wright was first confirmed 
as an NRC commissioner in 2018, recon-
firmed by the Senate for a full 5-year 
term in 2020, and has served as Presi-
dent Trump’s Chairman through the 
end of that term in June when his term 
expired. 

Throughout his 7 years on the Com-
mission, Chairman Wright has dem-
onstrated his vision to make the NRC a 
modern, risk-informed regulator. He 
supported policies that streamlined re-
quirements to advance novel tech-
nologies that will help clean up con-
taminated, abandoned uranium sites as 
well as policies that create the ground-
work for fusion energy. 

He led this effort to extend the dura-
tion of certain licenses to provide long- 
term regulatory certainty, and Chair-
man Wright has instilled account-
ability with the NRC staff by directing 
the Agency to focus on issues most im-
portant for nuclear safety. 

In January, as required by the AD-
VANCE Act, the Commission updated 
its mission statement for the first time 
in a generation. Chairman Wright 
worked with his colleagues to revise 
the mission statement which reads: 

The NRC protects public health and safety 
and advances the nation’s common defense 
and security by enabling the safe and secure 
use and deployment of civilian nuclear en-
ergy technologies and radioactive materials 
through efficient and reliable licensing, 
oversight, and regulation for the benefit of 
society and the environment. 

I support this revised mission state-
ment as it aligns with what Congress 

intended by passing the ADVANCE 
Act. It is now time for the Commission 
to put this new mission statement into 
action as the law requires—and Con-
gress and President Trump expects—to 
the benefit of our Nation. 

David Wright will help make this 
mission a reality, and I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in voting for his 
reconfirmation to the NRC. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic whip. 
GAZA 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 
think many watching the Senate from 
afar and even those of us privileged to 
serve in this body see us as simply 
talking past one another on a far too 
regular basis. So I want to start today 
remembering some wise words from my 
friend and former Senate colleague the 
Republican Senator from Nebraska and 
later Secretary of Defense, Chuck 
Hagel. 

Chuck was an internationalist and 
knew the dangers, personalities, and 
difficult tradeoffs when dealing with 
overseas challenges. Several years ago, 
he said quite wisely: 

Powerful nations must be the adults in 
world affairs. Anything less will result in 
disastrous, useless, preventable global con-
flict. 

I couldn’t agree with Senator Hagel 
more, and I want our Israeli allies to 
think carefully about his words when it 
comes to the horror of Gaza. 

Quite simply, the humanitarian con-
ditions in Gaza are appalling, uncon-
scionable, and cruel. Last week, more 
than 100 NGOs—including Mercy Corps, 
Doctors Without Borders, Save the 
Children, and Oxfam—warned of mass 
starvation spreading across Gaza. Fol-
lowing Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s nearly 3-month blockade 
of humanitarian assistance, three- 
quarters of the population in Gaza is 
facing emergency or catastrophic lev-
els of hunger. The tiniest of babies can-
not even access formula and risk heart-
breaking death. 

Yes, Hamas started this conflict with 
a heinous attack on Israel. Yes, Hamas 
is still unconscionably holding hos-
tages. And yes, Hamas cynically uses 
civilians as human shields and brutally 
represses brave Gazans who are pro-
testing for an end of this despicable 
rule. But, as I have repeatedly appealed 
to Israel, learn from our mistakes in 
the United States after September 11, 
after the attack on our country and the 
loss of 3,000 innocent Americans. Be 
careful of decisions made in the fog of 
rage, pain, and loss. Recognize there is 
no solely military solution to defeating 
a terrorist group. 

In fact, last September, the Israeli 
Defense Forces assessed that Hamas 
had been largely defeated militarily 
and that today, Hamas is effectively, in 
the words of the Israeli military, a 
guerrilla terror group. 

Israel should have been planning how 
to restore order and thinking about a 
day-after plan in Gaza long ago when 
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