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charged to fight drug trafficking, to 
protect the environment, to track ter-
rorists—it delays justice, and it makes 
our Nation weaker and less safe. It 
tells Americans that Democrats care 
more about politics than they do about 
problem-solving. 

Now Democrats are targeting Presi-
dent Trump’s nominee to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
We just heard the Senate minority 
leader talk about that nominee. By any 
objective measure, Mr. Bove is quali-
fied—Georgetown law, in the top 5 per-
cent of his class, a decorated former 
prosecutor, someone who took on and 
took down violent criminals, drug traf-
fickers, and terrorists—but because he 
worked for President Trump, he is now 
a target—a target of a politically moti-
vated hit job. 

During his confirmation, he said this 
under oath: 

I have never advised a Department of Jus-
tice attorney to violate a court order. 

The facts support his testimony. 
So, today, Senator SCHUMER came to 

the floor and said of Mr. Bove that he 
was ‘‘as extreme as anyone we have 
considered in this Chamber.’’ Let me 
recall for the body some of the people 
who were nominated under the Biden 
administration and were supported by 
CHUCK SCHUMER when he makes an at-
tack on such a qualified nominee as we 
are debating and discussing and voting 
on today. 

The Democrats confirmed as U.S. At-
torney for Massachusetts someone who 
released a list of charges that she 
would refuse to prosecute if she were 
confirmed. She said: I refuse to pros-
ecute shoplifting and drug possession 
with an intent to distribute—which 
was OK under the Democrats. They 
wanted her confirmed as a U.S. attor-
ney, and they did that for Massachu-
setts. 

They also confirmed in 2021, under 
Joe Biden, an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral who supported efforts to ‘‘defund 
the police’’—an Attorney General 
wanting to defund the police. 

Then they supported and nominated 
and confirmed a judge for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Cir-
cuit, a judge who worked for a leftwing 
organization who—listen to this, 
Democrats—repeatedly called for a 
complete reimagining of policing in 
this country. 

That is what they are for. That is 
who they are. That is the Democrats 
today. 

The kicker of all of this is that the 
Democrats’ radical nominee for the 
Third Circuit in 2024—this same posi-
tion opposed by more than 20 police 
groups—20 police groups—served on the 
board of advisers of a group that called 
cop killers freedom fighters. The 
Democrats came to support a nominee 
by then-President Joe Biden who was a 
member of a board of advisers for a 
group that called cop killers freedom 
fighters and advocated for their re-
lease. Nevertheless, Democrats strong-
ly supported the confirmation. They 

relented only after President Trump 
won the election. 

Republicans are working hard to get 
America back on track. 

NATIONAL DAY OF THE COWBOY 
On another matter, Mr. President, 

this Saturday marks the day of the 
American cowboy. 

This national celebration began 20 
years ago. It started by my prede-
cessor, Senator Craig Thomas, and I 
am proud to continue it with Senator 
CYNTHIA LUMMIS today. By celebrating 
the American cowboy, we celebrate the 
men and women who transformed a 
vast frontier into vibrant communities. 
The people who paved the way for the 
American dream from the saddle of a 
horse made America great. The people 
who continue to believe that freedom is 
a gift—a gift from God, not from the 
government—is who cowboys are. The 
American cowboy represents the grit 
and the values that America is built 
on. 

Now, I am from Wyoming, and in Wy-
oming, we believe in the cowboy code, 
and we live it each and every day. It 
says: Live each day with courage. Take 
pride in your work. Do what needs to 
be done. 

That is what we do in the West. We 
need these values more than ever in 
America and especially in Washington, 
DC, because cowboys will tell you: It is 
not about the boots on your feet. It is 
not about the hat on your head. It is 
about the values you embrace, the val-
ues that cowboys truly represent, 
which is that character matters more 
than the credentials; that actions 
speak louder than words; that the best 
government is the government that 
trusts the people to govern themselves. 

The American frontier spirit is alive 
and well today. President Ronald 
Reagan said of the American West 
when he was in Cheyenne, WY, that the 
thing he loved about Wyoming and the 
West was that people here still believed 
the future was ours to shape. The peo-
ple in the West continue to create and 
shape that future each and every day. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SHEEHY). The Senator from Pennsyl-
vania. 

MAIDEN SPEECH 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. President, I 
am honored to be here on the Senate 
floor for the first time. Each time I 
enter the Senate Chamber, I am hum-
bled to walk in the footsteps of the 
Pennsylvanians who came before me, 
from founding father Robert Morris to 
Simon Cameron, from Joseph Clark to 
John Heinz. 

It was the namesake of the Common-
wealth, William Penn, who said: 

Patience and diligence, like faith, remove 
mountains. 

In my short time here in the Senate, 
I have found these words to be of com-
fort. At this moment, our cir-
cumstances and fellow countrymen re-
quire us to remove mountains and to 
do so with great haste. 

I would also not be here today with-
out the patience, love, and example of 
my parents Jim and Maryan. I am also 
so grateful for the love and encourage-
ment and belief in me by my incredible 
wife Dina, who is in the Gallery today. 
She believed in me when few others 
did. Finally, Dina and I are both so 
grateful for the love and support of our 
amazing six daughters through two 
hard-fought campaigns. 

I chose to rise today for the first 
time because something miraculous 
happened last week in Pittsburgh, the 
city that Dina and I are proud to call 
our home. In the middle of the so- 
called rust belt, President Trump, 
members of the Cabinet, the CEOs of 
the world’s leading energy, technology, 
and investment companies, labor lead-
ers, and political leaders from both 
parties came together at Carnegie Mel-
lon University to commit over $90 bil-
lion in new investments—investments 
that affirm Pennsylvania’s central role 
at the crossroads of America’s energy 
and AI revolutions. 

These projects announced at the in-
augural Pennsylvania Energy and In-
novation Summit will bring enormous 
benefits to communities across our 
great Commonwealth: new data centers 
and powerplants in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, data centers and hydro-
electric power in York and Lancaster 
Counties, new natural gas power capac-
ity and production in Western Pennsyl-
vania, and plans by Pittsburgh’s iconic 
Westinghouse to begin constructing 10 
large nuclear reactors by 2030. 

For Pennsylvania workers, this will 
result in tens of thousands of jobs for 
skilled labor, including electricians 
and welders, steamfitters, machinists, 
and countless other trades, and many, 
many more indirect jobs supporting 
these projects will come to Pennsylva-
nia’s communities. 

Perhaps most important, the signifi-
cant media focus on the summit al-
lowed Pennsylvania to tell its unique 
and compelling story to the world. 

Last year, President Trump and I 
promised to make America energy 
dominant and to secure our Nation’s AI 
leadership and to create jobs and op-
portunity for working families in 
Pennsylvania and across America dur-
ing our campaigns. Last Tuesday, it 
was clear to all that we were delivering 
on all those promises. 

These investments come at a defining 
moment not only for Pennsylvania but 
also for the future of our great Nation. 
Embracing the AI revolution and 
achieving energy dominance will re-
quire us to do something very special: 
once again build in the United States. 
In this process, we can revitalize the 
American dream for all Pennsylvanians 
and for all Americans by training and 
deploying workers across our economy, 
from the trades, to engineers, to our 
very finest scientists. 

The stakes could not be higher. If the 
United States does not rise to this 
challenge, we risk putting our future in 
the hands of the Chinese Communist 
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Party, which seeks to dominate indus-
tries and technologies that will define 
the 21st century. This is a competition 
we must win, and it is a moment that 
demands leadership, sound policies, 
and, yes, bipartisanship—bipartisan co-
operation to ensure our Nation’s pros-
perity. 

That is what this summit in Pitts-
burgh was all about—bringing the 
President and his team together with 
many leaders who can seize this mo-
ment, who can chart a course forward 
to build the infrastructure, the talent, 
and the technology required to lead 
America’s next chapter of growth and 
opportunity. 

I will come back to the significance 
of the summit in a few minutes, but let 
me step back for a moment and de-
scribe the journey that has brought me 
here today. 

I am a seventh-generation Penn-
sylvanian from Washington County. I 
grew up in a small town called 
Bloomsburg—the majority leader vis-
ited—in Northeastern Pennsylvania. I 
spent my Friday nights on the wres-
tling mat in high school gyms from 
Shikellamy to Shickshinny, from 
Selinsgrove to Schuylkill Haven. I 
spent my summers baling hay and 
trimming Christmas trees with my 
high school buddies. Many of them are 
still close friends today. 

This upbringing, like for so many 
generations of Pennsylvanians, taught 
me the timeless lessons of toughness, 
hard work, and resilience. 

My senior year in high school, I was 
nominated to the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point—the first kid from 
Bloomsburg to attend the Academy in 
decades. There, I learned the three 
words that General MacArthur called 
the rallying points for every cadet: 
‘‘duty, honor, country.’’ 

Three years after graduating, I saw 
those words put into action when I de-
ployed with the 82nd Airborne Division 
to Saudi Arabia and later Iraq during 
Operation Desert Storm. 

Following the Army, I joined and 
eventually led a successful technology 
company in Pittsburgh. I served in sev-
eral senior positions in the government 
at the intersection of national security 
and our economy. And I led, as CEO, 
one of the world’s great global invest-
ment firms. But nothing—nothing—I 
have done in my life compares to the 
honor of serving as the 54th elected 
Senator from the Keystone State. I am 
also proud, following the great Senator 
from Rhode Island, to be the ninth Sen-
ator in American history who is a grad-
uate of West Point. 

I decided to enter the political arena 
because America is a superpower in 
peril. I gave up a successful business 
career because I could see that despite 
the strength and the spirit of the 
American people, our future is threat-
ened by a cycle of stagnation and dis-
illusionment and decline. The Amer-
ican dream is out of reach for far too 
many families in Pennsylvania. And 
the Chinese Communist Party is ac-

tively subverting America’s economic 
and military power. 

Breaking this cycle and focusing on 
the renewal of our Nation is the only 
way forward, and I felt a calling to try 
to do my part in fulfilling this mission. 

During his campaign, President 
Trump uniquely grasped this challenge. 
He saw the struggling communities 
next to the shuttered steel mills along 
the Monongahela Valley on the out-
skirts of Pittsburgh, and he understood 
the devastation in small towns like 
Bloomsburg, where I grew up, 50 miles 
from Scranton. The Magee Carpet Mill 
once employed more than 2,000 work-
ers, including the parents of many of 
my high school classmates, and is now 
occupied by a mere 200. 

Like the President, our fellow citi-
zens saw thousands of brave men and 
women who fought for two decades in 
the endless wars in the Middle East. 
Too many—too many—returned home 
with broken bodies or troubled minds, 
like Michael Wargo of Lehighton, the 
son of Dina’s and my dear friends Mi-
chael and Sally. They lost Michael to 
suicide years after he returned from a 
tour in Afghanistan. I share their 
heartbreak—and I know many of you 
do, too—and disbelief that 18 veterans 
a day still take their own lives, every 
single day. 

Finally, we all saw the wide-open 
southern border bringing millions of il-
legal immigrants into our towns and 
cities and violent crime and deadly 
fentanyl into our communities. More 
than 4,000 Pennsylvanians lose a loved 
one every year to a fentanyl overdose. 
One of those families is that of my 
good friend Blair County Sheriff Jim 
Ott, who lost his 33-year-old son Josh 
to the scourge of fentanyl. 

Last year, I heard these concerns 
over and over and over again from my 
fellow Pennsylvanians in hundreds of 
campaign stops I made across the Com-
monwealth. And in November, the peo-
ple spoke. Pennsylvania voters gave 
President Trump and me a mandate for 
change. They wanted a dramatic turn-
around from 4 years of open border 
policies, soaring prices caused by reck-
less spending, and weak leadership on 
the world’s stage that emboldened 
China, Russia, and Iran. 

After only 6 months, the results 
speak for themselves. President 
Trump, with the support of this Con-
gress, has made enormous progress. Il-
legal border crossings are at a record 
low, with more resources on the way. 
The One Big Beautiful Bill just deliv-
ered and made permanent the largest 
tax cut in history for working families. 
And the U.S. economic indicators 
across the board are getting better by 
the day. 

We are making America safer. We are 
rebuilding our military. President 
Trump ordered a flawless attack on 
Iran’s nuclear enrichment facilities so 
the mullahs can never wield a nuclear 
weapon. And we are working together 
to end the Russia-Ukraine war while 
preserving Ukraine as a free and inde-
pendent country. 

As a Senator, my job is to deliver for 
the people of Pennsylvania whether 
they voted for me or not. We are going 
to have some tough fights in this 
Chamber. This year, we already have 
had many. But when I look back on my 
time serving the people of Pennsyl-
vania, I want to be able to tell my chil-
dren and my grandchildren that I 
worked with anyone, regardless of 
their party, who shares the goal of de-
livering results and much needed 
change for Pennsylvania and our Na-
tion. 

That is why I appreciate my collabo-
ration with my colleague and friend 
Pennsylvania senior Senator JOHN 
FETTERMAN. Despite our differences, we 
found a way to work together on crit-
ical issues, such as fighting anti-Semi-
tism at home and abroad. 

In the months and years ahead, I 
hope to serve my constituents not only 
inside this Chamber through legisla-
tion, hearings, and votes but also out-
side this Chamber by using my plat-
form, my voice, and my leadership to 
bring about meaningful change. 

That is why I began today by talking 
about the Pennsylvania Energy and In-
novation Summit. Our vision for the 
event came from a realization that 
Pennsylvania sits at the crossroads of 
America’s energy and AI revolutions. 
Yet the key political, business, and 
labor leaders had never actually been 
brought together in one place to make 
things happen. 

I highlight this summit not because 
it is the answer to all the problems we 
face but because it exemplifies the key 
ingredients that I believe we need as a 
country at this unique moment. 

This moment demands bold, innova-
tive leadership across the political 
spectrum to build coalitions—unique 
coalitions—required to tackle these 
challenges. 

This moment—this moment—de-
mands a willingness to discard conven-
tional wisdom to improve the lives of 
our fellow countrymen. 

This moment demands embracing 
partnerships between our Nation’s pub-
lic institutions and the private sector, 
where much of the innovation that is 
required is taking place. 

This moment—this moment—de-
mands urgency, moving at the speed 
that is necessary to overcome the ob-
stacles facing working families each 
and every day that we all hear about 
when we are home in our States. 

I have the privilege, the true privi-
lege, of representing the birthplace of 
our Nation during its 250th year, but 
the Keystone State’s special place in 
American history extends far beyond 
our Nation’s birth. 

In the summer of 1787, Philadelphia 
gave our young Nation new life at the 
Constitutional Convention. As Ben-
jamin Franklin emerged from the con-
vention, he famously said that the 
United States would be ‘‘a Republic, if 
[we] can keep it.’’ 

More than 100 miles to the west at 
Gettysburg, almost 100 years later, the 
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Civil War put Franklin’s warning to 
the test. On that hallowed ground, 
Abraham Lincoln told his audience to 
be dedicated to the great task remain-
ing before us—that task, of course, 
being the preservation of our Union. 

Our Nation’s history and Pennsylva-
nia’s history are full of such significant 
milestones, and today we face another 
make-or-break moment for America’s 
future. I have seen our country at its 
best, as many of you have, from the 
brave men with whom I served in Iraq 
to the shopkeepers and the store-
keepers along the streets of vibrant, 
small Pennsylvania towns, to the farm-
ers whose plowed fields dot our Com-
monwealth’s beautiful landscape, beau-
tiful countryside. 

I have witnessed firsthand our 
uniquely American ability to get to the 
edge of the cliff and to pull ourselves 
back in times and moments of national 
peril. We can do it again. A bright fu-
ture can and should be ours, but it de-
pends on what we do next. We must 
confront the difficult task ahead, while 
staying true to the values and ideals 
that have made America the last best 
hope of man on Earth. 

And what I can say with certainty 
today, Mr. President, standing in this 
esteemed Chamber with so many 
friends, is that this Senator and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania can be 
counted on to do our part. 

I yield the floor. 
(Applause, Senators rising.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the previously 
scheduled rollcall vote begin imme-
diately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON LOHMEIER NOMINATION 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Lohmeier nom-
ination? 

Mr. COTTON. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. KIM) is 
necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 434 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 

Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 

Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 

Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 

Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—46 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Britt Kim 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HAGERTY). Under the previous order, 
the motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 87, Richard 
Topping, of Ohio, to be Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Department of Veterans Affairs. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, John R. Cur-
tis, Tim Scott of South Carolina, Bill 
Cassidy, Jon A. Husted, Steve Daines, 
Marsha Blackburn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
Ron Johnson, John Barrasso, Tim 
Sheehy, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno, 
Pete Ricketts, Jim Justice, Bill 
Hagerty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Richard Topping, of Ohio, to be Chief 
Financial Officer, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. KIM) is 
necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 435 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Banks 
Barrasso 

Blackburn 
Boozman 

Budd 
Capito 

Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 

Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—46 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Britt Kim 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 46, 
and the motion is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Richard Topping, of Ohio, to be Chief 
Financial Officer, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

GAZA 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 

rise today to talk about the humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza. I have addressed 
this before, but today I rise with a mes-
sage that is both straightforward and 
urgent: Humanitarian aid must imme-
diately reach the civilian population in 
Gaza. 

As one pediatric doctor, the leader of 
the ward at Nasser Hospital in south-
ern Gaza, said, ‘‘There is no one in 
Gaza now outside the scope of famine, 
not even myself.’’ This is the pediatri-
cian who leads the ward. ‘‘I am speak-
ing to you as a health official, but I, 
too, am searching for flour to feed my 
family.’’ 

The New York Times notes: 
The World Food Program, an arm of the 

United Nations, said this week that the hun-
ger crisis in Gaza [has] reached, in their 
words, ‘‘new and astonishing levels of des-
peration, with a third of the population’’— 

That is right, one-third— 
‘‘not eating for multiple days in a row.’’ 

The suffering we are seeing every day 
is unacceptable. More measures can be 
and must be taken to allow Palestinian 
families to access basic necessities. 
Those include food, medicine, and shel-
ter. 

At the same time, we must focus on 
achieving a cease-fire as soon as pos-
sible, one that would release hostages 
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