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July 22, 2025
EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Aaron Lukas, of Arkansas, to
be Principal Deputy Director of Na-
tional Intelligence.

VOTE ON LUKAS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Lukas nomination?

Mr. LUJAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. McCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 424 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Paul
Britt Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Sheehy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
NAYS—46
Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester  King Shaheen
Booker Klobuchar Slotkin
gantwell hu]aél Smith
oons arkey

Cortez Masto Merkley %an Hollen

arner
Duckworth Murphy
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gallego Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
Hickenlooper Rosen

NOT VOTING—3

Gillibrand McConnell Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
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ceed to executive session and will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Bradley Han-
sell, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity.

VOTE ON HANSELL NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Hansell nomination?

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
McCONNELL), the Senator from OKla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN), and the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

The result was announced—yeas 61,
nays 35, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 425 Ex.]

YEAS—61

Baldwin Grassley Murkowski
Banks Hagerty Paul
Barrasso Hassan Reed
Blackburn Hawley Ricketts
Boozman Hoeven Risch
Britt Husted Rosen
Budd Hyde-Smith Rounds
Capito Johnson :
Cassidy Justice EChmltt

" : cott (FL)
Collins Kaine
Coons Kelly Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shaheen
Cotton King Sheelhy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Curtis Marshall Warner
Daines McCormick Warnock
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fetterman Moran Young
Fischer Moreno

NAYS—35
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Sanders
Bennet Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester  Klobuchar Schumer
Booker Lujan Slotkin
Cantwell Markey Smith
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Murray Welch
Gallego Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—4

Graham Mullin
McConnell Tillis

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. HUSTED assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL ACT

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I rise

today to discuss the facts about the
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One Big Beautiful Bill Act. That was
my first reconciliation process as a
new U.S. Senator. It was a great expe-
rience. I very much enjoyed the 36
hours straight of no sleep. I think that
was a record for me. But we got a lot
accomplished.

I want to share with you and the peo-
ple of Ohio about why I believe it is a
good bill and I supported it, because
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, as it is
known, is uniquely tailored to support
Ohio workers and families. I really be-
lieve that it serves them well. And the
facts support it.

First of all, I think it is important to
reflect on why it was necessary. The
budget law that we passed extended the
2017 tax cuts, which were going to ex-
pire. They needed to be renewed. It also
made important investments in na-
tional defense and border security. But
if we failed to pass it, we would have
seen a $4 trillion tax hike on the Amer-
ican people, something that would have
been devastating to their pocketbooks
and our economy.

I believe that people and States do a
good job spending the money that they
have. I believe that people will spend
smarter when they have more money
in their pockets rather than putting
that money in the control of the Fed-
eral Government. I come to this con-
clusion based on both my life experi-
ences and 25 years of State government
in Ohio. It is from that perspective I
want to focus on what I believe the One
Big Beautiful Bill means in real-world
terms for Ohio families, workers, and
taxpayers.

The BBB results in more take-home
pay for Ohioans, more money in their
pockets. More take-home pay means
independence. Government dependency
means less independence. That is why
this bill focuses on really allowing
workers to keep more of the money
they earn.

Let’s dig into this a bit. The tax cuts
that were cemented for workers and
job creators will leave the average
Ohio household with an estimated
$7,000 more in take-home pay. And
more specifically, the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers estimates the bill will
increase take-home pay for the average
family with two kids in Ohio between
$6,900 a family up to $11,700 per family.
That is more aftertax wages—taxes
going down, wages going up, more
money in your pockets. That is what it
means.

We made no taxes on tips and no
taxes on overtime a reality. Ohioans
work hard, and that is a change that
they can feel legitimately in their
pockets.

I was on a telephone townhall last
night. One of the ladies who called in
said: Hey, I want you to know my hus-
band is a line worker. He works a lot of
overtime for the utility company, and
that eliminating tax on overtime pay
will mean a lot to our family—more
take-home pay.

I understood that. It is another as-
pect of the bill that is very important
for working people.
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We increased the child tax credit up
to $2,200 per child. If we had failed to
do this, it would have dropped down to
$1,000. It is now up to $2,200 per child.
That benefit alone will serve 1.3 mil-
lion Ohio families. It is good for them.
It is good for families with children
who are trying to make ends meet. It is
just another part of this bill that
makes life easier for them.

We also made the standard deduction
permanent—$31,600 for couples and
$15,700 for single filers. Who does that
affect? Just 5.3 million Ohioans who
will benefit from that increase.

We also remembered Ohio’s seniors
by expanding their annual deduction to
$6,000. I know I heard from many Ohio
seniors, as this bill was traveling
through the process, who said: Hey, do
this for us.

It is tough for many seniors who are
on fixed incomes who trying to make
ends meet and pay property taxes.
Every little bit helps, and we helped
those senior citizens by increasing
their annual deduction.

We need to remember what would
have happened to workers and families
if we had failed. It is always the other
side of every piece of legislation: OK.
What is in it? Well, what would happen
if we didn’t get the job done? Well, that
would have meant, for the average
American family of four earning $80,000
a year, that they would have owed an
additional $1,700 in taxes. The savings
delivered for the Ohio household—an
average Ohio household—is even big-
ger. For Ohioans, it will be $2,140. It is
a big flip between what you would have
lost and what you are now getting in
return, what you are saving.

Our work is creating more Ohio jobs.
It is always on the top of my mind. I
have always believed that if you have a
good job and if you have a good econ-
omy, you can pay your mortgage, buy
a car, and save for your future. Frank-
ly, that is just part of the American
dream. So when we are creating jobs,
we are creating opportunity. We are
creating that pathway for the Amer-
ican dream, and we do this in the bill.

I am going to brag about Ohio for a
minute, if the Presiding Officer would
allow me, because recently we were
named the fifth best State in the coun-
try to do business. I know we compete
against States around this country and
around the world, and Ohio has come a
long way from the 39th worst State to
the 5th best in the Nation. I was very
proud to take part of that when I was
Lieutenant Governor and speaker of
the house.

That is good for our State, but what
about our entire country? How do we
make it so that businesses are going to
perform better? Particularly for small
businesses, what did we do in the bill?
A 20-percent small business tax deduc-
tion.

It all adds up. Small businesses have
to make tough choices, and when you
have this predictability—when you
know you are going to get, instead of a
tax increase, a tax cut—then you start
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to think: OK. I don’t have to close the
doors. I might be able to hire a new
person. Those benefits that I was wor-
ried about, as to whether I could pro-
vide healthcare or not, I can do that
now.

All of that benefits them when busi-
nesses have the predictability and they
know that their tax bills are not going
to go up but that they are going to go
down.

Almost all of Ohio’s businesses are
organized as small businesses, and they
will be able to get access to this. That
is 842,000 Ohio job creators who would
have lost that deduction if we had not
passed the bill.

It is estimated that the One Big
Beautiful Bill alone is projected to cre-
ate 1.2 million new U.S. jobs a year
over the next decade. Those numbers
can fluctuate, but the bottom line is
that it is good for job creation, it is
good for America, it is good for the
American workforce, and it is good for
the American worker.

I want to talk about manufacturing
for a minute. We talk about ‘‘made in
America” and that we want to do more
“made in America.” Well, I always said
this about Ohio: You can’t do ‘“‘made in
America’” without doing ‘“‘made in
Ohio” because we are literally part of
the American supply chain. So what is
good for manufacturing is good for the
State of Ohio.

To that end, we made sure that this
legislation gave job creators the free-
dom to immediately expense invest-
ments in new factories, capital invest-
ments in machinery and equipment and
in research and development. No, that
is not something the average person
sees directly, but it is something that
the employer does; it is something that
the employer knows—that they now
have predictability in how to allocate
their capital, that they can afford to
invest in new machinery and equip-
ment.

When you invest in new machinery
and equipment, what does it do? It
makes you more competitive on a glob-
al stage. It puts you in a position that
you can hire people, compete, open new
markets, and improve the quality of
the product you have so that you not
only can outcompete your competitors
but you can win and create jobs. This is
a big boon for States like Ohio. It helps
our manufacturing culture, and it is
important.

Another piece of this, another piece
of the Big Beautiful Bill that a lot of
people might not know about is some-
thing that I care a lot about.

For decades of my life, I have been
working on issues surrounding work-
force development. How do we help
people get the skills they need to com-
pete for the jobs of today and tomor-
row to earn higher pay? to have job se-
curity? In many cases, we want to do
this without having the cost of going
to college. We want to help people earn
the credentials that lead to jobs with-
out their having the cost or the debt
that oftentimes college creates. Well,

July 22, 2025

in this bill, we allow for Pell grants to
be used for workforce credentials to
land good jobs.

I know I have something here that I
received from the Ohio Association of
Community Colleges and some college
trustees or some community college
trustees who talk about how it will
help them expand workforce programs
to the people of our State. It is a good,
positive change that we made in allow-
ing Pell grants to be used for workforce
credentials, not just for college.

It also will help families from an edu-
cational point at the K-through-12
level. We talked about Pell grants at
the postsecondary level; let’s talk
about the K-through-12 level. One of
the things I did when I was the speaker
of the house in Ohio is to create the
EdChoice Scholarship. At the time, it
was 4,000 students. Now it is over
100,000 students who can go to schools
of their choice using that program. But
I know it is still not enough. We can
still do more to support families who
want, with their own wisdom and free-
dom, to be able to choose a place to
send their children because, frankly,
there is not a decision that you make
as a parent or as a guardian about the
future of your child, frankly, that may
be more important than the school
they attend. It may be for an academic
reason, it may be for a workforce rea-
son, but it could be for a values reason
that you want your child to attend a
particular school. It could be for a safe-
ty reason. This creates a school choice
tax credit that will help create more
scholarship opportunities for parents
and children to attend the school of
their choice.

Then, finally—something that is very
near and dear to me—the Big Beautiful
Bill supports Ohio families and vulner-
able children by making the adoption
tax credit partially refundable up to
$5,000. As an adoptee, as somebody who
started my life in a foster home, this is
important to me. For a child who is
looking for the support of a forever
family—now we have made it just a lit-
tle bit easier for them to find that fam-
ily and to support that family. It is a
really important component of the bill.
Every little bit helps when you are try-
ing to support a family.

Now I want to talk a little bit about
things that are being said about the
bill that just aren’t true as it relates to
my State. I want to start with Med-
icaid.

There are some whoppers of a lie
being told about Medicaid right now.
Frankly, it is bothersome because I be-
lieve, in many cases, these lies are
being used to scare some of the most
vulnerable people in our society—preg-
nant mothers, children living in pov-
erty, people with disabilities, the elder-
ly.

I want you to know you are pro-
tected. You are protected. This bill
supports strengthening Medicaid to
make sure those services are there for
you—the people the program was origi-
nally designed to serve.
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I want you to know that Ohioans will
have access to more healthcare re-
sources because of the Big Beautiful
Bill than ever before. Let me explain
this because there is a lot of misin-
formation out there. Some people are
scared, and they deserve to know the
truth about it.

This package is sending more Med-
icaid dollars and more support to rural
hospitals in Ohio than ever before.
That is a fact. Ohio has historically
been one of the more responsible States
in its approach to Medicaid. We haven’t
maxed out some of the tools that
States have available to them to draw
down funding on Medicaid. That means
that Ohio taxpayers have been sub-
sidizing States like California, which
has been drawing down the maximum
amount of Federal dollars and, frankly,
has been using them to pay for
healthcare for people who aren’t even
citizens of the United States—in many
cases, even for illegal immigrants.
That should not be the priority of the
American taxpayer and certainly not
the priority for the Ohio taxpayer, and
this budget bill levels the playing field
in that respect.

I am going to give you a little more
detail on it because I think this is im-
portant. Not only do I want to share
with you the facts about how Medicaid
is being supported but how.

First, in Ohio, the State govern-
ment—the Governor and the legisla-
ture—raised the provider tax, which
they were allowed to do under this bill.
In doing so, they are going to be able
to draw down 60 percent more Medicaid
funding as a result of that provision.
What does that mean practically for
Ohio hospitals? It means, for most hos-
pitals in Ohio, they will receive 24 per-
cent more reimbursement than they
did the previous year. As a result, Ohio
will be, frankly, taking in more Med-
icaid money than ever to serve those
populations. Those are facts.

I have received numerous pieces of
communications from hospitals around
the State of Ohio. This is one from four
rural hospitals thanking Senator
MORENO and myself for what is in the
bill, what is in the Big Beautiful Bill,
because it is helping them in those
rural hospitals make ends meet.

That doesn’t even include the third
priority that we worked on, which is a
rural health transformation fund that
makes available $50 billion over the
next 5 years to support rural hospitals.
Ohio is going to receive its first wind-
fall from that amount of money—$1.3
billion—for our rural hospitals, and it
is going to help because I know they
struggle from time to time. Sometimes
their business model does not work as
well as it does in a more heavily popu-
lated area.

But it is important that we know
those facts to be true and that the
scare tactics are wrong. People who
have depended on Medicaid should
know it is going to be there for them.

Nationally, even though Ohio will be
getting an additional amount of fund-
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ing for Medicaid, the whole country—
every State—will be receiving addi-
tional funding because the Medicaid
budget increases by 3 percent a year
long into the future.

Changes like these are significant.
But I want Ohioans to know that they
are protected and that their hard-
earned money that they have been
using to fund Medicaid will no longer
go to things that I know they don’t ap-
prove of, which is paying for healthcare
services for people who are in this
country illegally.

I know that according to CMS, of all
the projected Federal taxpayer losses
under the provider tax that happen
across the country, 95 percent of those
losses come from four States: Cali-
fornia, Michigan, Massachusetts, and
New York, which have been maxing out
the credit card of this country through
the way that they operate their Med-
icaid Programs.

Every State does it differently. Some
States are more responsible than oth-
ers. We need to have a system that pro-
tects the long-term interests of our
Medicaid Program. Ohio shouldn’t be
punished for their bad policies, and this
bill levels that playing field.

I want to reemphasize that Medicaid
for children living in poverty, those
with disabilities, caretakers, and elder-
ly Ohioans is protected. Don’t be
scared by the lies. The truth is that no
one that Medicaid was designed to
serve will see benefit cuts.

You may have heard people say: Well,
some folks are going to lose their bene-
fits.

I want to share some facts on this. It
was in the Wall Street Journal, I be-
lieve, today. It shows that we have 2.8
million people—2.8 million people—in
this country who are dually enrolled in
Medicaid; meaning, they are in one
State and another, which means: What
are we doing? We are paying Medicaid
premiums for the same individual in
multiple States. It is a waste of money.
Frankly, it is hard to believe that this
has not been cracked down on before,
because this money that we are talking
about is hard-earned tax dollars in a
country that has a $37 trillion national
debt, and here we see it wasted in this
program. Not to mention that there is
a high number of people on the pro-
gram who are not even eligible, further
jeopardizing the long-term sustain-
ability of the program.

Then, finally, I want to talk about
something I have been working on for
quite a while. I know when the Federal
Government, under ObamaCare, put in
place the Medicaid expansion provi-
sion, it provided free healthcare, pro-
vided free benefits, generously provided
by the hard-working people of this Na-
tion, for healthy adults who are able-
bodied who didn’t have children. This
bill says that if you are a healthy adult
who is able-bodied, without young chil-
dren, that now you are going to have to
work 20 hours a week in return for your
benefits. That seems to be a pretty rea-
sonable request. It is part of the social
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contract that if you can contribute to
your own success in life, that you
should do that.

People of this country are generous
and good-hearted and they want to
make sure that people in need have ac-
cess to healthcare. But if you are capa-
ble of working, and you just refuse to
do so, now, you are going to have to
start doing something in return for
those benefits. And that means you can
get an education, committing 20 hours
a week to your education. You can vol-
unteer at the library, cleaning up trash
in your local park; or you can get a job
and start to build your career and start
to contribute to your own independ-
ence in life.

That is a simple request that most
people in this country support. I know
Ohioans support it—that if you are
going to receive generous, free
healthcare from your neighbor, that
you should do something in return if
you are capable of doing it. In this Big
Beautiful Bill we now have that stand-
ard in place for the people of this coun-
try.

I also want to add that in the bill we
made communities across this country
and Ohio much safer by securing the
border—big investments in making
sure that we secure the southern bor-
der, we don’t let drugs and people who
are not legally allowed to be in this
country come across.

But we also did it at the northern
border. Ohio has a northern border,
Lake Erie. There is money in there to
prevent some of the things that we
have seen even at our northern border.

But this failure at our southern bor-
der has led to millions of people com-
ing into this country illegally, people
like Luis Naula-Candelario. Earlier
this year, he was arrested in Ohio. He
was a criminal alien from Ecuador. He
was not legally allowed to be in this
country. He was wanted in his home
country for murder. He was living in
Pickerington, OH, not far from the city
of Columbus.

We have people all across this coun-
try who are here illegally, and there is
money in this bill to find them, arrest
them, and deport them, particularly
those who have committed crimes ei-
ther in their home country or in ours.

And this will help support law en-
forcement to protect more commu-
nities around our Nation and, cer-
tainly, in our State.

The Big Beautiful Bill keeps America
strong by investing hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in Ohio manufacturers
that produce the next generation of
weapons.

Also, our national security is sup-
ported in this bill. Our defense industry
has done its part throughout the course
of American history to defeat enemies
around the globe, but every generation
faces a new threat. We face threats
from China, Iran, Russia, and North
Korea.

Ohio is a manufacturing State. We
are the heart of it all, but we are the
heart of defense manufacturing in
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many ways. This bill will help our
State defend America and defend
American interests.

I actually toured, recently, a com-
pany in Ohio, late last year, that
makes the bunker-busting bombs that
were dropped in the very successful en-
deavor into Iran recently by our brave
Air Force pilots and crew. That 30,000-
pound bunker-busting bomb, along
with many other weapons, is manufac-
tured in our State. We are very proud
to have a State that makes so many
things that help preserve and maintain
our freedom.

Last but not least, we are also safe-
guarding our future by making sure
that we are lowering our deficit. I will
say, I was concerned, as the bill moved
through the process, about what was
being said about it, about how it was
going to exacerbate and add to our def-
icit, because we were hearing a lot of
people quoting the Congressional Budg-
et Office, saying that it was going to
add $3.4 trillion to the national debt.
But when it was all said and done and
the Congressional Budget Office re-
viewed the law, the final assessment is
that it actually reduces the deficit by
$366 billion—good news.

Right now, the U.S. taxpayer is shell-
ing out $1 trillion a year to pay inter-
est on our debt, which also drives up
our inflation. To help pay for our cur-
rent debt and the benefits we protect,
we need laws, we need legislators, we
need leaders who are going to make
sure that this is top of mind. I have
been and intend to be someone who
thinks about those issues.

So while it is good news that we did
not increase the deficit and that we
brought it down mildly, modestly,
there is still more work to do. I don’t
want to leave by saying that this is
good enough. There is more work to do
to preserve the future for our children
and grandchildren by acting in a fis-
cally responsible way.

Ohio’s interests drove my work and
support for this bill from start to fin-
ish, and it is clear that it will lead to
more jobs, lower taxes, higher wages,
and more freedom and prosperity for
Ohioans, and that means that they can
live their lives with more confidence
and certainty for everyone who calls
our State home.

I know my colleagues will have many
different takes on this bill, but this is
what it does for my State. It is a good
bill that supports Ohio workers. It is
pro-growth, it is pro-family, and it is
pro-Ohio. I know that the working peo-
ple of our State will benefit from what
we accomplished in the passage of this
legislation.

I yield the floor.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO BROGAN BYRAM

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Brogan for
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his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Brogan is from Buffalo, WY. Brogan
is currently enrolled at the University
of Wyoming in Laramie, where he is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in energy
resource management. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Brogan for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.

———

TRIBUTE TO LUCAS HOFFMAN

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Lucas for
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Lucas is originally from
Westborough, MA, but now calls Wil-
son, WY, home. Liucas is a rising senior
at Davidson College in Davidson, NC,
where he is pursuing a bachelor’s de-
gree in politics, philosophy, and eco-
nomics. He has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Lucas for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.

———————

TRIBUTE TO CHARLOTTE HOLDING

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Charlotte
for her hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Charlotte is originally from Salt
Lake City, UT, but now lives in Jack-
son, WY. Charlotte attends Santa Clara
University where she is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in biology and
minoring in biotechnology. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Charlotte for the
dedication she has shown while work-
ing for me and my staff. It is a pleasure
to have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.
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DISCLOSURE OF CONGRESSION-
ALLY DIRECTED SPENDING
ITEMS UNDER RULE XLIV OF
THE STANDING RULES OF THE
SENATE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I cer-
tify that the information required by
Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate related to congressionally di-
rected spending items for H.R. 3944, as
reported by the Senate Appropriations
Committee, has been available on a
publicly accessible congressional
website since approximately 10 am
Eastern Time on July 18, 2025.

———

UNESCO

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, of all the
uninformed, ill-conceived, and self-in-
flicted errors of this administration,
the just-announced decision to with-
draw from UNESCO stands out.

The justification given by the State
Department spokeswoman was a reci-
tation of outdated, vague, and inac-
curate criticisms of an organization
that has seen dramatic reforms over
the past 7 years under the outstanding
leadership of Director General Audrey
Azoulay. Since her initial appointment
in 2017, Director General Azoulay has
made numerous trips to Washington to
meet with leaders in the Congress and
the administration. I have heard con-
sistently positive reactions to her lead-
ership of UNESCO by Republicans and
Democrats alike, including regarding
UNESCO’s efforts to address anti-semi-
tism.

Given Director General Azoulay’s
success in focusing UNESCO on its mis-
sion of promoting international co-
operation and peace in a manner con-
sistent with democratic values and
human rights and dignity, one can only
conclude that the administration offi-
cials behind this short-sighted decision
never bothered to do their homework—
or they were guided purely by Project
2025’s mindless opposition to
multilateralism, regardless of the
facts. As far as I am aware, they did
not bother to consult anyone in Con-
gress, including those who have regu-
larly engaged with Director General
Azoulay and her professional staff.

Most Republicans and Democrats
have long recognized that it is far bet-
ter for the United States to be in the
room, rather than remain outside and
cede our influence to those who don’t
share our interests or values. The Chi-
nese Government is looking for any op-
portunity to expand its influence in the
United Nations, and UNESCO is no ex-
ception. We rejoined UNESCO in 2023
after a 5-year absence, and now, we are
withdrawing again. It sends a terrible
message that the United States can no
longer be counted on. It is a message
the Chinese will applaud.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, I
missed the following votes, but had I
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