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July 21, 2025
EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 259.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Zachary M.
Bluestone, of Missouri, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 259,
Zachary M. Bluestone, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

John Thune, Lindsey Graham, Katie
Boyd Britt, Eric Schmitt, Tommy
Tuberville, Marsha Blackburn, Mike

Crapo, John Barrasso, Rick Scott of
Florida, Chuck Grassley, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John Cornyn, Kevin Cramer,
Ron Johnson, Ashley B. Moody, Mike
Lee, Josh Hawley.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 50.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Aaron Szabo, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
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CLOTURE MOTION
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 50, Aaron
Szabo, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

John Thune, Tim Scott of South Caro-
lina, Mike Crapo, Lindsey Graham,
Tim Sheehy, John Kennedy, John Bar-
rasso, Markwayne Mullin, Roger Mar-
shall, Rick Scott of Florida, Mike
Rounds, Tommy Tuberville, Steve
Daines, Bernie Moreno, Eric Schmitt,

Chuck Grassley, Jon A. Husted.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 131.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Matthew
Lohmeier, of Arizona, to be Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 131, of Mat-
thew Lohmeier, of Arizona, to be Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

John Thune, Ted Budd, Katie Boyd Britt,
Todd Young, Roger Marshall, Tommy
Tuberville, Deb Fischer, Shelley Moore
Capito, John Barrasso, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Steve Daines, Marsha

The

Blackburn, Eric Schmitt, Pete
Ricketts, Mike Crapo, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Tim Sheehy.

——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 87.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Richard Top-
ping, of Ohio, to be Chief Financial Of-
ficer, Department of Veterans Affairs.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 87, Richard
Topping, of Ohio, to be Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Department of Veterans Affairs.

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, John R. Cur-
tis, Tim Scott of South Carolina, Bill
Cassidy, Jon Husted, Steve Daines,
Marsha Blackburn, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Ron Johnson, John Barrasso, Tim
Sheehy, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno,
Pete Ricketts, Jim Justice, Bill
Hagerty.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to resume Calendar
No. 171.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Terrance Cole,
of Virginia, to be Administrator of
Drug Enforcement.

Mr. THUNE. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
Cole nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that we begin the
previously scheduled rollcall vote im-
mediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 171,
Terrance Cole, of Virginia, to be Adminis-
trator of Drug Enforcement.

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, John
Barrasso, Tim Sheehy, Pete Ricketts,
Steve Daines, Bernie Moreno, Mike
Rounds, Rick Scott of Florida, Eric
Schmitt, Tommy Tuberville, Jim
Banks, Thom Tillis, David McCormick,
James Lankford, Jon Husted, Bill
Hagerty.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Terrance Cole, of Virginia, to be Ad-
ministrator of Drug Enforcement, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. BUDD),
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CAS-
SIDY), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ), the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RIScH), and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting: the

Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BubpD) would have voted ‘‘yea’, the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.

TIiLLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea’, and
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS),
the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. OSSOFF), and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) are necessarily
absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 44,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 418 Ex.]

YEAS—44

Banks Grassley Moreno
Barrasso Hagerty Murkowski
Blackburn Hawley Paul
Boozman Hoeven Ricketts
Britt Husted Rounds
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Collins Justice Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee Sheeh

: v
Cramer Lummis Sullivan
Crapo Marshall Th
Curtis McConnell une )
Daines McCormick Tlllbervﬂle
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
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NAYS—43
Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester King Shaheen
Booker Klobuchar Slotkin
Cantwell Lujan Smith
Cortez Masto Markey
Durbin Merkley &Zr;nligllen
Fetterman Murphy Warren
Gallego Murray
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
Hickenlooper Rosen
NOT VOTING—13
Budd Graham Risch
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Tillis
Coons Kennedy Warnock
Cruz Mullin
Duckworth Ossoff
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

RICKETTS). On this vote, the yeas are
44, the nays are 43, and the motion is
agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO ASPEN MONROE

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Aspen for
her hard work as an intern in my
Sheridan office. I recognize her efforts
and contributions to my office, as well
as to the State of Wyoming.

Aspen is originally from Cody, WY.
Aspen recently graduated from Amer-
ican University in Washington, DC,
with a bachelor’s degree in justice and
law with a concentration in crimi-
nology. She has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Aspen for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.

————
TRIBUTE TO FAITH RODEN

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Faith for
her hard work as an intern in my Cas-
per office. I recognize her efforts and
contributions to my office as well as to
the State of Wyoming.

Faith was born and raised in Casper,
WY. Faith attends Casper College,
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where she is pursuing a degree in ele-
mentary education. She has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made her an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Faith for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.

————————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I was
absent on Thursday, July 17, 2025, for
rollcall vote No. 414. Had I been
present, I would have voted nay on the
motion to invoke cloture on Executive
Calendar No. 96, Aaron Lukas, of Ar-
kansas, to be Principal Deputy Direc-
tor of National Intelligence.

Mr. President, I was absent on Thurs-
day, July 17, 2025, for rollcall vote No.
415. Had I been present, I would have
voted yea on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar No. 108,
Bradley Hansell, of Virginia, to be
Under Secretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence and Security.

Mr. President, I was absent on Thurs-
day, July 17, 2025, for rollcall vote No.
416. Had I been present, I would have
voted nay on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar No. 91,
Arielle Roth, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Infor-
mation.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, I
missed the following votes, but had I
been present, I would have voted yes on
rollcall vote No. 306, motion to dis-
charge S.J. Res. 53, a joint resolution
providing for congressional disapproval
of the proposed foreign military sale to
the Government of Qatar of certain de-
fense articles and services.

Mr. President, I missed the following
votes, but had I been present, I would
have voted yes on rollcall vote No. 307
motion to discharge S.J. Res. 54, a
joint resolution providing for congres-
sional disapproval of the proposed for-
eign military sale to the Government
of the United Arab Emirates of certain
defense articles and services.

————

HR. 1

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, on
July 1, 2025, the Senate passed H.R. 1,
which is nothing more than one big,
beautiful, betrayal for Americans
across the country. This bill slashes
healthcare for 17 million Americans by
gutting Medicaid and dismantling the
Affordable Care Act. It shuts down
rural hospitals, it takes food away
from more than 4 million hungry chil-
dren, it makes college more expensive
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